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2015 Turf Writers winner takes Smithwick
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here&there... at Saratoga
BY THE NUMBERS
2: Paper racks leaning next to the snack bar at Fasig-Tipton when our team showed up on the 
sales grounds Thursday morning (thanks Manny and the grounds crew for keeping them safe 
for the winter). 

6: Trainers with three or more entries in the five stakes Saturday.

26: Total entries by those six trainers, or 57.7 percent of the 45 stakes horses entered Saturday.

75.5: Percentage of the total number of entries for the 10 trainers with two or more entered 
in the five stakes Saturday.

1,014,330,265: Dollars bet on North American races in July, up 12.3 percent compared 
to July 2015.

1: Woody’s Dewey Beach T-shirt at the track Thursday.

24.39: Seconds it took winner Bob Le Beau to run the final quarter-mile in Thursday’s A.P. 
Smithwick (a 2 1/16-mile jump race) according to Trakus.

25.28: Seconds it took winner Passporttovictory to run the final quarter-mile in Thursday’s 
sixth race (a 6-furlong dirt race) according to Trakus.

1: Pair of yellow shoes in the winner’s circle after Thursday’s first race.

LICENSE PLATES OF THE DAY
HORSE, Virginia. The vehicle also has a Mr. Ed for President window sticker.

SPA HI, New York.

Connie Bush
Dog’s Day. Scarlett strikes a pose between races Wednesday. She was rooting for 
Monster Mash.

ANIMAL KINGDOM
Leroidesanimaux – Dalicia (Acatenango)
859-255-8537 www.darleyamerica.com Darley

Survival of the fittest. Survival of the fastest!
Animal Kingdom ran a faster last
half-mile than every Kentucky Derby
winner except Secretariat!

He dug deep.
And he dug deep fast!

Must-see first yearlings selling 
at the upcoming Fasig-Tipton 
Saratoga and New York-Bred Sales.

http://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/animal-kingdom?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Animal%20Kingdom&utm_campaign=Stallions
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NAMES OF THE DAY
Shoot From The Hip, second race. The 3-year-old chestnut gelding, a winner here July 25 for 
trainer Gary Contessa, is by Cowboy Cal out of Selective.

Literata, fourth race. The 5-year-old chestnut mare is by Read The Footnotes out of Personal 
Wealth. Literata is a font introduced by Google for its Google Play Books, and also translates to 
a female intellectual.

Kate Is A Ten, fourth race. The 6-year-old chestnut mare is by Tenpins out of Crypto Kate (she’s 
also the subject of a rock and roll song and somewhat famous for leaping a shadow; check out 
bit.ly/2axD2JW).

WORTH REPEATING
“You won’t sit down now. Now you’re floating on air.” 

Tom Gallo to a Parting Glass Racing partner  
who went to sit upstairs after Alabama Bound won the fourth

“I’m starting to feel special.”
Reader Mark Jones, who made the paper two (now three) days in a row

“That’s a loaded question.”
Bill Mott when asked how Theophilia would fare in the Shine Again 

“You’ve got an army this year.”
Albany Times Union turf writer Tim Wilkin commenting on The Special’s staff

“Bed ’em deep. Let ’em sleep.”
Instructions from River Downs on rainy mornings

here&there... at Saratoga

The aratogaEditors/Publishers
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NAME OF THE DAY
Gee Pea Ess, first race.  

Owned by Jay Em Ess Stable, the 4-year-old  
bay gelding is by Candy Ride out of Navigator.

800-523-8143

“I would suggest dropping back 10 and punting.”
Gulfstream Park’s Dave Joseph when asked  
for advice on finding a photo from the 1970s

QUOTE OF THE DAY

MAXIMUSALBERTUS 
MAXIMUS

ALBERT THE GREAT – CHASETHEWILDWIND 
 BY FORTY NINER

2nd Crop 2YOs through 8/1:

4 Starters
3 Winners – All MSW
1 SW

Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager  |   859-224-4585  |   Lexington, KY  www.shadwellfarm.com

G1 SW, Millionaire  
& Breeders’ Cup Winner

SAVEITFORARAINYDAY won the  
Two Year Old Filly Sales S. at Northlands  
following a MSW 2nd against colts in debut.

http://shadwellfarm.com


5Friday, august 5, 2016 the saratoga special

Save
the
date

Don’t  miss Maryland’s Day at the Races

www.MarylandMillion.com
Check horse eligibility 

FREE ADMISSION coupons

http://marylandmillion.com
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WORTH REPEATING
“He hasn’t won a race since 2013, he’s always had bad luck. I never lost faith in him, I’ve always 
thought a lot about him, he’s a hard-knocking horse. He’s an old campaigner, at this level, he’s 
a nice horse.”

Trainer Eddie Graham, 
after Dr. Skip won the hurdle opener Wednesday

“I’ve had a horrible year. To win up here is emotional. To get it, this is the big stage. It means the 
world to me. I was thinking about packing it in there not too long ago, really.”

Steeplechase jockey Willie McCarthy, 
after winning with Dr. Skip Wednesday

“If they did that about 10 years ago, I’d still be riding.”
Retired steeplechase jockey (turned exercise rider to the stars) Rob Massey,  

after watching the jump races without the final hurdle in the stretch 

“Damn jocks.”
Trainer and former jockey, Robbie Davis, joking,  

as his daughter, Jackie breezed a horse Wednesday morning

“You’re always walking away. Stand still.”
Gary Murray, trying to congratulate his wife Elizabeth Voss (or maybe trying to help a 
reporter with an interview) after Bob Le Beau won Thursday’s Grade 1 A.P. Smithwick

“It’s huge, it’s great, it’s amazing but I’m glad it’s over.”
Voss, summing up her feelings  

after sweating through Bob Le Beau’s Smithwick victory

here&there...at Saratoga

Raising and Selling Racehorses

Visit us at Barn 5 

Contact: Headley  c: 859.221.5108 
Price  c: 859.321.5117

millridge.com    nicoma.com

NICOMA

®

®and its affiliate

Just since 2000Just since 2000Just since 2000

33
G1
WINNERS

Since 2005 Saratoga …
– 64% winners
– 4.5% G1 or G2
– 16% graded placed, 24% stakes placed

119    UNCLE MO - Petite Fuego c.  
166    CANDY RIDE - Stormy West c.   
237    CANDY RIDE - Christmas Ship c.

Jo
hn

 S
te

ph
en

 H
oc

ke
ns

m
ith

 ©

Connie Bush
Self Service. This 2-year-old colt, named Max James, does not need a human when 
it comes to standing for a bath.

http://embracetherace.com
http://millridge.com
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nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777

For more information visit our website
or call 518.388.0174

The New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association
www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337   
 visit us on Facebook

“I was going to the track, I’m hearing all this bull****, it’s Sunday 
morning instead of having the music, they’ve got somebody telling 
everybody everything and they’ve got a guy on there talking about 
this stuff to replenish vitamin D. I said, ‘That’s pretty good, they 
told everybody not to drink milk and not to go in the sun and now 
they’re deficient in vitamin D.’ ”

– Trainer Allen Jerkens
 1929-2015

The Chief . . . Day 11

Away Game retired from racing in 2014 and was welcomed with 
open arms at TAA-accredited organization ReRun.  Upon starting 
work under saddle he showed great potential as a foxhunter.  His new 
owner is looking forward to showing him this October at the 2016 RRP 

Thoroughbred Makeover in Lexington, KY.    

(859) 224-2756
www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Building two-year-olds one individual at a time
(859) 312-3414  |  kirkwoodstables.com

Proud to support Thoroughbred aftercare

of the day

http://nybreds.com
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Curious heads poke out of their 
stalls as trainer Bruce Brown zips 
back and forth from his barn to the 
Oklahoma Training Track in a red 
golf cart, overseeing his string of hors-
es whose schedules he neatly organiz-
es onto two white boards outside his 
tack room. 

“Jog a mile-and-a-quarter,” he in-
structs a rider as he got a leg up onto 
a bay.

“That’s Night Officer right there,” 
Brown says, gesturing to the gelding 
who was expected to make his first 
start of the 2016 Saratoga meet in the 
Lucky Coin Stakes July 25. Two days 
later, Night Officer scratched while 
stablemate Spring To The Sky repre-
sented the Brown barn and finished 
fourth. 

Seemingly never without a smile 
and a positive comment, Brown 
praised Spring To The Sky’s effort. 

“He didn’t get the break he need-
ed, but he still ran great,” he said. 

A native of Maryland, Brown looks 
forward to seeing how his string led 
by several New York-breds and turf 
sprinters will perform this summer at 
Saratoga. 

Interviewed last week – before  
he took down his first victory of the 
meet Thursday with Same Kinda Cra-
zy – Brown took a few moments to 

pause in his shedrow and talk about 
his string with The Special’s Annise 
Montplaisir.

Extinct Charm: A 3-year-old New York-
bred ridgling by American Lion, he finished 
second in the New York Derby July 23 at Fin-
ger Lakes. “He’s coming into the meet in top, 
top form. There’s another stake here at the 
end of the meet (the Albany Aug. 26). He’s a 
nice 3-year-old that we claimed.”

Harpoon: A 5-year-old Tapit gelding who 
finished 11th in a July 30 allowance. “And 
then we have Harpoon, he’s another older turf 
horse that ran, we’re kind of stretching out 
into the marathon kind of races, and he ran 
well last time at Belmont. So he’s set up for a 
good effort up here.”

Ten Penny Princess: A 4-year-old chest-
nut filly by Thunder Gulch, she finished fourth 
in a starter allowance June 22 at Belmont. 
“She’s another turf horse, I have a lot of them. 
I think the two turns up here will really help 
her. She’s one of those fillies, the further the 
better.”

Strawberry Tequila: A 2-year-old bay filly 
by Daaher out of Tequilas Dayjur, by Dayjur, 
she cost $130,000 at the Fasig-Tipton Midlan-
tic two-year-old in training May sale. “Then we 
have Strawberry Tequila, that’s a New York-
bred filly. She’ll probably run more toward the 
middle of the meet, but she’s showing a little 
ability in the mornings, so she could be a de-
cent one for middle, later part of the meet.”

Lakeside Sunset: The 4-year-old daugh-
ter of Bellamy Road finished eighth in an al-
lowance-optional June 16 at Belmont. “She’s 
one that ran in a couple stakes last year. We 
gave her a little bit of a break, but she’ll prob-
ably run towards the end of the meet. She’s a 
very nice filly. She ran against Lady Shipman 
last year up here. She’s doing really good.”

You Promise: New York-bred Sidney’s 
Candy filly cost $25,000 at Midlantic May 
2-year-olds in training sale. She finished ninth 
in Thursday’s sixth, a state-bred maiden spe-
cial going 6 furlongs on the main track. “An-
other 2-year-old, she’s a New York-bred filly, 
probably going to run her on the grass. We 
actually entered her, and she didn’t get in the 
first turf race. She’s a very nice filly.”

Spring To The Sky: The Langfuhr gelding 
finished fourth in the Lucky Coin after toss-
ing his head at the break. He won an allow-
ance-optional July 4 at Belmont to end a four-
race losing skid. “There’s another stake later 
on in the meet, but he’s doing really good. The 
Troy (is the stakes later in the meet), so he’ll 
have the two races up here.”

Night Officer: Off since finishing fourth 
in the Jim McKay Turf Sprint behind Ben’s 
Cat, Spring To The Sky and Rocket Heat, the  
8-year-old Officer gelding also entered and 
scratched out of Monday’s sixth race when the 
5 1/2-furlong allowance-optional was rained 
off the grass. “Probably the same thing for 
Night Officer, they’re both kind of in the same 
condition. They’re both doing super, they both 
seem to do really well up here.”

Celtic Serenade: Fourth in a waiver maid-
en claimer July 16, she’s a 3-year-old New 
York-bred Freud filly. “She ran once down at 
Belmont off the layoff. She’s a turf filly that 
should run well up here, she should appreci-

ate two turns. She’s doing good, she seems to 
really have kind of come around since we got 
up here to Saratoga.”

Latigo Trail: A 5-year-old bay gelding by 
Freud out of Trippi’s Dream, he won a 5-fur-
long claimer on the turf July 15. “He’s one that 
actually just ran in one at Monmouth. He loves 
the 5 1/2 on the turf up here, he’s a very fast 
turf sprinter, so he should run good. He’s a 
New York-bred also.”

Same Kinda Crazy: Michael Schrader’s 
and Paul O’Neill’s 3-year-old Posse filly won 
Thursday’s seventh, a $40,000 claimer going 
5 1/2 furlongs on the turf. “It worked out per-
fect, we weren’t sure about the 5 1/2 but she 
was close enough early where Kendrick (Car-
mouche) could find a seam and she finished 
up nice. It was a good effort.”

with Bruce Brown

Every day at Saratoga, The Special 
presents an exclusive Stable Tour 

with a Saratoga trainer. 

http://www.fasigtipton.com/
http://fasigtipton.com
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For more information, please contact Bill Gallo Jr., Director of Racing, 
at (410) 392-0700 or info@nationalsteeplechase.com

Good company.
Great fun.

Growing purses.
Savor the excitement of jump racing 

and join a growth sport.

UP $50,000 in 2016
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$350,000 
Grand National (Gr. 1)

Saturday, October 15 • Far Hills, New Jersey

$125,000 
A. P. Smithwick Memorial (Gr. 1)

Thursday, August 4 • Saratoga Race Course

$150,000 
New York Turf Writers Cup (Gr. 1)

Thursday, August 25 • Saratoga Race Course

$150,000 
Lonesome Glory (Gr. 1)

Thursday, September 22 • Belmont Park

http://gojumpracing.com
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BY ANNISE MONTPLAISIR
Strike Midnight and Isotherm 

share a lot in common. Two dark bay 
or brown colts with five career starts, 
exiting runner-up efforts in each of 
their last races. 

They’re also described by respec-
tive trainers Leah Gyarmati and 
George Weaver as strong and tough 
while training and demonstrating 
tactical speed during their races. 
Above all, they’ll both contest today’s 
$200,000 Grade 2 National Museum 
of Racing and Hall of Fame Stakes.

Isotherm, who broke his maiden 
going 1 1/16 miles on the turf last 
summer at Saratoga for Weaver and 
owner Matt Schera, enters off more 
than seven months on the sidelines. 
Weaver said the Lonhro colt need-
ed time after losing by a head in the 

Grade 3 Dania Beach Stakes at Gulf-
stream Park Jan. 2. 

“He’s training very well, we’re very 
happy with him,” Weaver said. “I’m 
glad to get him back to the races, he 
hasn’t run for a while. I don’t like to 
lay any of them off, but he was not 
going right so we had to give him 
some time.”

Isotherm is experienced at distanc-
es from 6 furlongs to 1 1/16 miles. He 
raced three consecutive times at the 1 
1/16-mile trip before cutting back to 
7 1/2 furlongs in his last start. Weaver 
isn’t concerned with going back to 1 
1/16 miles for the Hall of Fame, re-
stricted to 3-year-olds and carded as 
the ninth race at 5:40 p.m.

HALL OF FAME STAKES PREVIEW

Similar Styles
Isotherm, Strike Midnight bring 
tactical speed to 3YO turf stakes

Tod Marks
Isotherm seeks a stakes win in today’s Hall of Fame.

Continued On Page 11 

Breeders’ Cup 
Package Raffle

On sale all summer!
Sponsored by Xpressbet

Win a trip for two for Breeders’ Cup weekend 
(Thursday, November 3rd through Sunday, November 

6th) at Santa Anita Park in California!  Enjoy airfare 
for two, a three-night stay in Pasadena, two days at 

the races with hospitality, a $500 betting voucher and 
$500 spending money for both Friday and Saturday.

Tickets are $100 (cash-only) and may be purchased 
at the Museum Front Desk.  You will also receive free 

admission to the Museum with the purchase of a raffle ticket. 
The drawing will be held on September 8th at noon. 

file:
http://nmrhof.com
http://lgbloodstock.com
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Get them
back
on track

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921
Bruce Jackson Cell: 610-496-5080 • O�ce: 410-620-2175 • Fax: 410-620-2176 • bruce@fairhilletc.com

fairhilletc.com
visit our website for 
comprehensive videos

Rehabilitation,
Sports Medicine
and Conditioning 
for the Equine Athlete

Fair Hill Equine Therapy 
Center is a state-of-the-art 
facility that houses the 
latest in technological 
equipment, designed to 
promote a safe and rapid 
advancement for horses 
recovering from injury 
or returning from a rest.

THERAPY CENTER
FAIR HILL EQUINE

Aqua Pacer Cold Salt Spa Dry Salt
Vapor Therapy

Vibration
Therapy

Solarium Fair Hill
Training Center

Hyperbaric 
Oxygen Therapy

NEW

“He’s got enough tactical speed to 
probably run a range of distances,” 
Weaver said. “He broke his maiden 
here last year going a mile and a six-
teenth, won the (Grade 3) Pilgrim at a 
mile and a sixteenth, so I don’t really 
think the distance is going to be a prob-
lem for him.”

Weaver reflected on Isotherm’s first 
start, which was 6 furlongs on the dirt.

“Like I said, he has tactical speed, 
we ran him 6 furlongs thinking he 
could handle that, and that was on the 
dirt. And he was fourth, didn’t run a 
bad race, but we just felt the next move 
we should try the turf. Every time 
you’re around horses you keep learn-
ing about them and we might decide to 
change distance or surface at any time 
depending on what he does. But we 
thought this was a good spot to bring 
him back in.”

Many trainers like to see horses 
train aggressively up to a race and stay 
focused on their jobs. Isotherm fits the 
bill.

“He’s strong. He’s a tough horse to 
gallop and he likes to train,” Weav-
er said. “He’s not really one that you 
want to go in there and hang out with 
in the stall. He likes to bite, he’s a pret-
ty rough colt and can be rough in the 
stall. I don’t even think I’d call it mean. 
He’s just rough, he’ll bite and kick and 
push you around.”

Weaver hopes Isotherm makes a 
good showing off the bench and be-
lieves the colt stacks up well against the 
rest of the field. 

“I respect all the horses, they’ve 
been running,” he said. “A lot of them 
have been on a steady pattern of run-
ning and running in good races and 
running good speed figures. It’s going 
to give us a chance to get a line on our 
horse too, how he stacks up with these 
guys . . . I don’t think he’s going to be 
that far off the pace, he’s training very 
forwardly and I think he’ll be wanting 
to be up there.”

Between re-routing poorly parked 
golf carts and calling instructions to 
riders during training hours Wednes-
day morning, Gyarmati kept an eye on 
her charges and commented as Strike 
Midnight walked from the barn to the 
wash stall. 

Hall of Fame –
 Continued from page 10

Continued On Page 12 

http://fairhilletc.com
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“He’s a big horse that I knew was 
going to want to go long, that was just 
a place to start,” Gyarmati said while 
discussing the colt’s 5 1/2-furlong first 
start last September at Saratoga, plac-
ing emphasis on the word big. 

Each of Strike Midnight’s starts 
since have been at a mile, with two 
wins but no stakes victories – yet. His 
last race was a 1 1/2-length second to 
Giant Run, also part of today’s affair, 
in the Manila Stakes at Belmont Park 
July 4. 

Gyarmati is confident Treadway 
Racing Stable’s Smart Strike colt has 
trained well enough to be competitive. 

“He’s been training really, really 
well. He’s been showing up every time 
and improving,” she said. “He’ll like 
the two turns and a little bit more dis-
tance. Looks like there’s a couple of 
forwardly placed horses in there, so 
hopefully we can get a nice spot be-
hind them.

“He’s all business (when he trains). 
He gets out there and he bows his 
head and he doesn’t look at anything. 

He’s just all about training, and he 
can be tough. I get my money’s worth 
(from the rider) in terms of pulling, 
he’s got to work a little bit. And that’s 
kind of something you like to see, a 
horse that wants to train and wants 
to keep going.” 

The Hall of Fame field, which 
numbers nine with Decorated Soldier 
and Voluntario on the main-track-
only list, appears to have its share 
of speed along with a mix of off-the-
pace horses.

“It seems like he just keeps com-
ing,” Gyarmati said about Strike Mid-
night’s running style. “He has tactical 
speed; he can be wherever (Javier 
Castellano) wants to put him. But I 
think once he gets himself in a little 
spot he’ll keep coming, so I think the 
distance is good. Depends on what’s 
in the race. If there’s horses that have 
some speed he’ll be mid-pack, if they 
don’t he can be right there, on or near 
the pace.”

Camelot Kitten is the 8-5 favorite 
on the morning line off a fourth in the 
Grade 1 Belmont Derby Invitational 
for trainer Chad Brown. Others in the 
field include multiple graded stakes 
winner Airoforce, Copingaway and 
Unbridled Daddy.

Hall of Fame –
 Continued from page 11

Tod Marks
Camelot Kitten is favored in the Hall of Fame.

SUCCESS BEYOND THE TRACK
Rehab. Retrain. Rehome. Serving over 400 horses a year.

To make a contribution or to donate a horse, visit www.NEWVOCATIONS.org  
or contact anna@horseadoption.com or call (937) 642-3171.

DOWN BROADWAY  
was the first horse NYTHA’s 

TAKE THE LEAD program 
sent to New Vocations.  

He is now excelling in  
the dressage arena.
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http://newvocations.org
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ALLAN G. LAVIN, JR.
allanlavinbloodstock.com 
alavinbloodstock@gmail.com
(502) 773-0043

 Allan
Lavin
 Bloodstock

If you suspect or know of  
any wrongdoing within the racing  

community, send us an email  
or call toll-free. All emails and calls  
are treated confidentially and you  

may remain anonymous.

Thoroughbred Racing  
Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline

410-398-3647
www.trpb.com

Email: integrity@trpb.com
También disponsible en español

Help protect your 
sport’s integrity

http://westpointtb.com
http://allavinbloodstock.com
http://trpb.com
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Friday, August 5.

1ST (1:00PM). $45,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Tracking Stock ............... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 5-2
2  ..... 2 ............Mojo Rising .................... F. Geroux ......................... J. Kimmel ................... 20-1
3  ..... 3 ............Policy Portfolio .............. E. Cancel .......................... M. Maker .................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Gee Pea Ess ................... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Nevin ....................... 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............Just the Zip .................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Contessa ................ 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Azarel ............................. J. Alvarado ...................... D. Cannizzo .................. 4-1
7  ..... 7 ............Abolitionist ..................... M. Franco ........................ C. Clement.................... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Big Platinum .................. L. Saez ............................. G. Contessa ................ 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Black Eagle ..................... J. Velazquez ..................... W. Mott ...................... 20-1

2ND (1:33PM). $32,000, CLM $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Borrowed Dreams .......... J. Davis ............................ R. Lugovich ................ 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............Mark Twain..................... M. Luzzi ........................... L. O’Brien ................... 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Leitrim ........................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ S. Asmussen .............. 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Shoot From the Hip ........ M. Franco ........................ G. Contessa ................ 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Hundred Percent ............ L. Saez ............................. C. Englehart .................. 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Tabaddol ........................ E. Cancel .......................... K. McLaughlin .............. 4-1
7  ..... 7 ............Papa Shot ...................... J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............General Bellamy ............. J. Castellano .................... D. Jacobson ................. 2-1
9  ..... 9 ............Toohottoevenspeak ........ R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Terranova, II ............. 5-1

3RD (2:06PM). $67,000, CLM $50,000, 3 YO, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 2 ............Smarty Kitten ................. J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 5-2
1a  .... 6 ............Triple Creek .................... J. Leparoux ...................... M. Maker ...................... 5-2
2  ..... 1 ............Kingslayer ...................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Servis ..................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Stevie Q .......................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 2-1
4  ..... 4 ............Bibbo ............................. K. Carmouche .................. H. Bond ...................... 10-1
5  ..... MTO ......Divine Interventio ........... . Rider TBA ...................... S. Asmussen ................ 4-1
6  ..... 7 ............Steamboat Bill ................ J. Castellano .................... G. Contessa ................ 12-1
7  ..... 8 ............Man of Wiregrass ........... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Maker ...................... 4-1
8  ..... 9 ............Dr. Dorr .......................... J. Rosario ........................ B. Baffert ...................... 6-1

4TH (2:40PM). $85,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/8M
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Literata ........................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 8-5
2  ..... 2 ............Q Bee ............................. J. Leparoux ...................... G. Arnold, II................ 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Linda Mimi ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. G. Delgado ................... 5-2
4  ..... 4 ............A Few Good Friends ....... J. Castellano .................... M. Hennig .................... 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............Ice Palace ....................... J. Rosario ........................ D. Cannizzo ................ 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Kate Is a Ten................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Parker ..................... 20-1

5TH (3:14PM). $45,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Bajan Breeze .................. M. Franco ........................ M. Hennig .................. 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............Hundred Year Storm ...... J. Rosario ........................ D. Gargan ................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Chorus Line .................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Gateway to Gold ............. F. Geroux ......................... A. Stall, Jr. .................. 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Rexy (GB) ...................... E. Cancel .......................... G. Weaver..................... 4-1
6  ..... 6 ............Quanique ........................ D. Davis ........................... R. Ribaudo ................... 5-2
7  ..... 7 ............Princessofthieves ........... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Nevin ....................... 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Kirby’s Penny ................. J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Hawk Alley ..................... L. Saez ............................. M. Casse ...................... 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Yonka ............................. J. Lezcano ....................... R. Reid, Jr. ................. 30-1

6TH (3:48PM). $83,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Tom’s d’Etat ................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. A. Stall, Jr. .................... 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............T R Crew ........................ A. Arroyo ......................... D. Donk ........................ 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Southern Wild ................ J. Leparoux ...................... G. Arnold, II................ 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Encrypt .......................... J. Rosario ........................ K. McLaughlin .............. 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............Motown Sound .............. M. Franco ........................ R. Violette, Jr. ............. 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Tale of Mist .................... L. Saez ............................. B. Tagg ......................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Admiral Blue .................. J. Ortiz ............................. L. Blusiewicz ................ 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Happy Match .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Romans ................. 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Dunk a Din ..................... F. Geroux ......................... I. Wilkes ..................... 12-1

7TH (4:24PM). $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/8M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Belisarius (IRE) .............. J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Roman Approval ............ J. Leparoux ...................... M. Maker ...................... 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Gold Shield .................... J. Ortiz ............................. C. McGaughey III ....... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Request .......................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Wayward Kitten .............. L. Saez ............................. W. Ward ..................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Animal Instinct ............... F. Geroux ......................... H. Motion ..................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............My Afleet ........................ J. Lezcano ....................... J. Lawrence, II ............ 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Money Multiplier ............ J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 6-5
9  ..... 9 ............Hello Don Julio ............... J. Velazquez ..................... M. Dilger ...................... 8-1
10..... 10 ..........Xaverian ......................... J. Rosario ........................ B. Levine .................... 20-1
11..... AE..........Burndines ....................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. A. Dutrow ................... 15-1
12..... AE..........With Rhythm .................. J. Lezcano ....................... J. Fisher ..................... 15-1
13..... AE..........I’ll Call ............................ K. Carmouche .................. C. Martin .................... 20-1
14..... MTO ......Transparent .................... . Rider TBA ...................... D. Jacobson ................. 3-1

8TH (5:02PM). $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Two Pump ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Jacobson ................. 9-2
2  ..... 2 ............Making Havoc ................ J. Lezcano ....................... M. Nevin ....................... 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Casual Cocktail ............... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Proctor ..................... 2-1
4  ..... 4 ............Fair Point ........................ J. Ortiz ............................. C. McGaughey III ......... 5-2
5  ..... 5 ............Splendid Gold ................ M. Franco ........................ C. Englehart .................. 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Know It All Anna ............ J. Castellano .................... J. Toscano, Jr. .............. 8-1

9TH (5:40PM). $200,000, STK - THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF RACING HALL OF FAME, 3 YO, 
1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Giant Run ....................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Albertrani .................. 6-1
2  ..... MTO ......Decorated Soldier .......... . Rider TBA ...................... T. Pletcher .................... 3-1
3  ..... MTO ......Voluntario ...................... . Rider TBA ...................... R. Rodriguez ................ 2-1
4  ..... 4 ............Strike Midnight .............. J. Castellano .................... L. Gyarmati .................. 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Isotherm ........................ J. Lezcano ....................... G. Weaver..................... 4-1
6  ..... 6 ............Airoforce ........................ J. Leparoux ...................... M. Casse ...................... 7-2
7  ..... 7 ............Copingaway ................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Mejia ...................... 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Unbridled Daddy ............ J. Ortiz ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Camelot Kitten ................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 8-5

10TH (6:17PM). $50,000, CLM $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Three for Me .................. M. Franco ........................ S. Klesaris .................... 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Rivzinthehouse ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Rivelli ....................... 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Stay Determined ............ D. Davis ........................... D. Gentner .................. 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Political Farce ................. K. Carmouche .................. G. Contessa ................ 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Joe Tess ......................... L. Saez ............................. H. McMahon .............. 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Thomas Hill .................... E. Cancel .......................... M. Pino ...................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............U S Citizen ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. B. Levine ...................... 3-1
8  ..... 8 ............Forest Boy ...................... E. Esquivel ....................... G. Sciacca .................. 30-1
9  ..... 9 ............Special Selection ............ F. Geroux ......................... B. Brown ...................... 8-1
10..... 10 ..........Creaky Cricket ................ J. Lezcano ....................... M. Dini ....................... 20-1
11..... 11 ..........Risetotheoccasion .......... J. Castellano .................... M. Maker ...................... 4-1
12..... 12 ..........El Botas .......................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. G. Gullo ...................... 12-1

Copyright 2016 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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BY SEAN CLANCY
Elizabeth Voss summed up win-

ning a jump race in 11 words.
“It’s huge, it’s great, it’s amazing. 

But I’m glad it’s over.”
That’s what happens when you 

send out two horses from the ends 
of the spectrum in the Grade 1 A. 
P. Smithwick Memorial Stakes. Por-
trade, the longest shot on the board, 
led early. Bob Le Beau, the shortest 
shot on the board, trailed. 

On paper, it looked simple, a 42-1 
shot setting it up for a 4-5 shot. Strat-
egy and execution jelled until the sec-
ond-to-last hurdle, when Portrade 
misjudged his stride, clouting the 
hurdle and rocking jockey Gus Dahl, 
who sat like a coxswain. Eight hors-
es later, Bob Le Beau didn’t do much 
better, miscuing, pulling Jack Doyle’s 
reins like spaghetti through a strainer.

Undaunted, Bob Le Beau respond-
ed when Doyle squeezed on landing, 
ripping through the field to win the 
$125,000 stakes by a length over 
Scorpiancer. Portrade picked up, 
re-rallied and wound up third.

Owned by The Fields Stable, 
Bob Le Beau earned his third Grade 
1 stakes triumph since making his 
American debut in 2014. 

Doyle melted Bob Le Beau from 
the start, sliding from the outside to 
the inside and covering behind nine 
rivals by the time the field reached the 
first hurdle. 

Portrade cut out the early tempo 
as Balance The Budget drafted in sec-
ond. Overwhelming led the peloton of 
Rudyard K, Demonstrative, Schoodic 
and Spirit Of Shankly. Maserati, Scor-
piancer and Bob Le Beau settled in the 
back. 

The order had barely changed as 
the field turned down the backside the 
final time and aimed at the second-to-
last hurdle. Portrade and Bob Le Beau 
did their version of synchronized gaff-
ing, nearly throwing it away. 

Doyle was concerned. But, only 
briefly. 

“I was like ‘Oh, I’m in a bit of trou-
ble.’ I just put my leg on him and he 
came right back and I was like, ‘I’ve 
got loads of horse,’ ” Doyle said. “I 
went down to the last and he winged 
it, I was like, ‘I’m going to get there 
too soon,’ from where he was, he’s an 
unbelievable horse.”

Doyle slid Bob Le Beau around 
three horses leaving the backside, 
then went inside the rest as Balance 
The Budget drifted and hampered 
Scorpiancer who was the only other 
horse closing ground.

“I got right around the inner, there 
was about a half a gap there, but 
he’s so quick, he was gone through 
it before they realized he was there,” 
Doyle said. “Still, he got to the front 
and was like ‘OK, I’ve got enough 
done now.’ ”

Bob Le Beau finished 2 1/16 miles in 
3:51.20 for his 14th career win from 
48 starts, dating all the way back to a 
2-year-old maiden at Gowran Park in 
2009. Placed in two Group 3 stakes 
on the flat in Ireland, including a sec-
ond behind multiple Group 1 winner 
So You Think, Bob Le Beau switched 
to hurdling in 2013, winning twice. 
By the next summer, he was at Sara-
toga and struggling.

He finished sixth in the Jonathan 
Kiser, then lost Doyle in the Walsh a 
few weeks later.

“His first run three years ago, he 
bled and he must have hurt his back, 
because he was a lunatic the next 
day, he couldn’t jump, I fell off him,” 
Doyle said. “When I went home that 
fall, everything was hurting him. 
When I came back the next spring, he 
was a different horse. Now he’s free 
of pain, he’s just a little bit happier 
and relaxed. To look at him, he’s not 
much, he’s a funny shape, he doesn’t 
walk, but he’s some horse. I love 
him.”

Tod Marks
Bob Le Beau (right) turns back Scorpiancer late in Thursday’s Grade 1 jump race.

A.P. SMITHWICK REACP

Bob’s Worth
Speedy late run propels Voss runner  
Bob Le Beau to Grade 1 jump score

Continued On Page 18 

Fort Christopher’s 
 Racing Stable

winners circle 
The trip to the  

starts here...

Fort Christopher’s thoroughbreds, LLC
 3093 County Route 46  •  Fort Edward, New York 12828  (15 min. to Saratoga Race Track) 

Inquiries to Owner: Christopher M. shelli  518-858-1790  •  email: info@fortchristophers.com

Experience the unmatched feeling of excitement 
in owning a thoroughbred racehorse.

Racing Partnerships Now Forming, Join Us Today in the Winners Circle! 

Fort Christopher’s thoroughbreds is proud to offer the following services:
Boarding • Layups • Rehabilitation • Sales • Bloodstock Services • Horse Transportation 

http://www.lgbloodstock.com/
http://fortchristophers.com
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Last year, Bob Le Beau won the 
Grade 3 National Hunt Cup, finished 
fourth in the Smithwick, then stormed 
to wins in the Grade 1 New York Turf 
Writers Cup and Lonesome Glory. 

This spring, Voss scratched him be-
cause of soft ground and waited for 
a Parx flat race for jumpers, which 
he won easily, setting him up for his 
2016 hurdle debut in the Smithwick. 

“With two fences left I was like 
come on Jack, are we moving yet? I 
was a little worried carrying the 158, 
was he going to have that kick but he’s 
just an impressive horse,” Voss said. 
“You look at him and you don’t think 
anything, but he’s an athlete and he 
tries his heart out. He’s definitely mel-
lowed out and is more chilled about 
everything than he used to be.”

Saratoga steeplechase wins tend 
to trigger emotions and the Smith-
wick did its part as The Fields Sta-
ble’s Laddie Merck thought back to 
a Tom Voss-trained horse who won 
the Smithwick back in the 90s. A 
lot of water, sweet water, has passed 
since. Merck’s mother and partner in 
The Fields Stable, Betty, died in 2015. 
Tom Voss, who was the only trainer 
The Fields Stable ever had, died in 
2014. 

“Mom is smiling. I stay involved to 
remember how much fun it was to-
gether and how we have those great 
memories of mom and the horses. 
This race was the first stakes we ever 
won – with Brigade Of Guards,” 
Merck said. “They gave us the cham-
pagne and a big fat VHS Tape. Tom 
loved this race and the families are 
very close. Here we are 20-some years 
later winning the same race.” 

Additional reporting by Joe Clancy.

A.P. Smithwick –
 Continued from page 16HARVEY’S

restaurant & Bar

Saratoga’s Most Popular
Rooftop Terrace

www.harveyspub.com

Fan-Voted Best Bar Overall!
Best Wings! | Best Pub Fare!

14 Phila St,. Saratoga Springs NY, 12866
518.583.0003

Tod Marks
Owner Laddie Merck leads in Bob Le Beau, who wears a hood and ear protectors to help 
calm some nerves.

www.thisishorseracing.com

http://harveyspub.com
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BY TOM LAW
Mark Casse couldn’t get through his speech at 

the Canadian Horse Racing Hall of Fame ceremo-
ny Wednesday night at the Mississauga Convention 
Centre in Toronto. The emotion of the moment got 
to him, especially when it came to acknowledging 
the guidance and encouragement of his father, Nor-
man Casse, who passed away in early March. 

Casse couldn’t help but think of his late father 
again Thursday, after winning the $100,000 Quick 
Call Stakes for Charlotte Weber with her homebred 
Holding Gold. 

“You wonder maybe if my dad’s not up there 
helping,” Casse said of his recent monster run that 
includes Tepin’s victory at Royal Ascot and World 
Approval’s win in the Grade 1 United Nations. “It 
was really, really difficult for me last night. It took 
me four days to write my speech and in the end I 

said, ‘I can’t,’ so I had to purposely take and move 
all my dad’s stuff and put it at the end. Then I gave 
it over to my wife and I cried the entire speech while 
she read it. 

Tod Marks
Holding Gold (right) clings to a lead on Commend late in Thursday’s Quick Call Stakes.

Family
Tribute

Holding Gold scores 
for Casse, Live Oak

QUICK CALL STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 20 

Stellar Performance
Contact: Donna Barton Brothers 

Donna@StarlightRacing.com | 502.645.2232

Stellar Performances
Starlight Racing is Dedicated to Competing & Winning at the Highest Level

18 Grade 1 Wins  
including:

Breeders’ Cup Distaff ★ Breeders’ Cup Juvenile
Kentucky Oaks ★ Bluegrass S.

Florida Derby ★ Cigar Mile
Champagne S. ★ Mother Goose S.
Ogden Phipps H. ★ Secretariat S.

CCA Oaks ★ Beldame S.

w w w. S t a r l i g h t R a c i n g. c o m

Starlight Racing

http://starlightracing.com


20 Friday, august 5, 2016the saratoga special

“Winning this race today is special. Especially 
here because I remember sitting here, doing these 
things, learning from him. He loved Charlotte and I 
think he likes me to win, but he loves me to win for 
Charlotte. It took me 35 years to train for her. She 
is Florida, I’m Florida, we’ve been Florida forever. 
It’s a great honor.”

Casse added Weber’s Live Oak Plantation to his 
client roster about three years ago, right around the 
time Holding Gold was born at her expansive nurs-
ery in Florida’s equine-centric Marion County. 

Out of Weber’s Grade 1-winning Golden Mis-
sile mare In The Gold, Holding Gold is from the 
first U.S. crop of Darley’s former dual hemisphere 
stallion and Australian Horse of the Year Lonhro. 
Holding Gold won his debut going 5 furlongs on 
Woodbine’s synthetic track last summer to earn a 
trip to Saratoga for the Grade 2 Saratoga Special, 
where he finished 22 3/4 lengths behind Exaggera-
tor when fifth, before going back to the shelf for the 
year and synthetics to start this season. 

Casse put him on the turf for the first time in an 
allowance-optional June 25 at Woodbine to “open 
up some avenues,” which he said included the 5 
1/2-furlong Quick Call for 3-year-olds. 

Bet down to 7-5 in the field of eight, Holding 
Gold and Julien Leparoux got the perfect setup ear-

ly behind the uncontested pace of Too Discreet with 
Expected Ruler trying to keep pace just to his inside 
heading for the turn. Holding Gold and Expected 
Ruler raced in tandem 1 1/2 lengths behind Too 
Discreet through the quarter in :21.99. 

“It worked out. I let Joel (Rosario, on Too Dis-
creet) kind of cross over on me and then I was 
where I wanted to be, second,” Leparoux said. 

They stayed in second into the stretch as Rosario 
cut the corner, cracked Too Discreet twice and emp-

tied the tank just outside the eighth pole. Holding 
Gold edged past as 9-2 third choice Command and 
Junior Alvarado continued their steady run on the 
outside to make it a three-way battle that quickly 
turned into a two-way tussle to the wire. 

Holding Gold stuck a head in front at the six-
teenth pole and maintained that margin to the fin-
ish. He won in 1:01.84 on the firm inner course for 
his third win in six starts. 

“He’s beautiful and he’s a homebred,” Casse 
said. “It’s great to win a stakes for Mrs. Weber, 
that makes it more special. He’s one of those horses 
where (son and assistant) Norman, and it makes a 
lot of sense, says, ‘Dad this horse trains too good to 
not be good at something.’ I would put that horse 
in that category. He trains too good not to be. 

“Sometimes I say training horses is like doing a 
puzzle, you’ve got to keep trying the puzzle part. 
I think we found it. He could probably run a lit-
tle farther on the grass but he’s a pretty good turf 
sprinter.”

Weber watched the replay from the outside rail 
after the trophy presentation. She liked what she 
saw in her stable’s first victory of the meet from its 
fifth starter. 

“Any win is a special win, especially in Sarato-
ga,” she said. “I’m happy for In The Gold, who 
has been very productive and was a nice racemare 
herself. It’s always exciting when it comes together. 
It’s been a tough meet; it’s always a tough meet. So 
far for me this has been really tough, racing wise 
and even trying to handicap.”

Quick Call –
 Continued from page 19

From start to finish...30 years running!From start to finish...30 years running!

Saturday, October 8, 2016
Post Time 7:05 PM

Featuring the

West Virginia Breeders Classic
And the Breeders Classics Races

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
wvbcmbn@frontier.com  •  www.wvbc.com

P.O. Box 1251 • Charles Town,WV 25414 • 304-725-0709
CAROL HOLDEN - PRES. • THERESA BITNER - EXEC. SEC.

SAM HUFF - CHAIRMAN EMERITUSTV Coverage on Fox Sports Network, Comcast Mid-Atlantic & TVG2

 

Tod Marks
Mark Casse and Charlotte Weber lead in the winner.

http://wvbc.com/wordpress/
http://wvbc.com
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Owner Danny Chen looked on as 
trainer Eddie Barker gave a leg up to 
two jockeys wearing his red and yel-
low colors before Thursday’s third 
race at Saratoga Race Course, a maid-
en claimer for 2-year-old fillies going 
5 1/2 furlongs on the dirt. Dylan 
Davis climbed aboard Kissin Cassie 
while Jomar Torres took the reins on 
Yorkiepoo Princess and the duo, cou-
pled in the wagering, headed out to 
the track.

Kissin Cassie walked straight into 
the starting gate and stood quietly as 
the rest of the field took their places. 
One of the last to load was her sta-
blemate, who stepped up, hesitat-
ed, took half a step back and tossed 
her head. Coaxed in by the assistant 
starter, Yorkiepoo Princess stood in 

stall No. 4. Just before the break, she 
reared up, nearly throwing her rider 
out of the gate. A few seconds later, 
Yorkiepoo Princess was a late scratch, 
leaving Kissin Cassie to run for purse 
money only.

“I’ll tell you, when the other one 
got scratched, I thought, ‘all this 
work,’ ” Barker said as he gestured 
to indicate the sinking feeling in his 
heart. “I was ready to leave because 
we really thought Yorkiepoo Princess 
(was the stronger half of the entry).” 

Chen, who has started 3,745 hors-
es since the 1980s, was more optimis-
tic.

“We’ve still got another horse in 
this race,” he said.

Kissin Cassie broke on top, stretch-
ing her neck out and taking the early 
lead. Entering the turn, she was con-
fronted by Banty’s Girl and Murrell’s 
Belle to her outside as the trio sped 
through a :22.48 quarter. Stubborn 
at the rail, Kissin Cassie shrugged off 

her rivals and came into the stretch 
with the lead. At the furlong pole, she 
kicked away under left-handed Davis 
urging and powered home to win by 
2 lengths in 1:05.64.

Tod Marks
Same Kinda Crazy wins Thursday’s fifth race.

THURSDAY RACING RECAP

Double Win
Kissin Cassie scores for purse 
money only in third for Barker

Continued On Page 22 

SHEETSSHEETS
Sunrise Stallions 

SMOKEY BROWN
6YO Gelding by Big Brown

Wednesday, Race 10
Bran Jam Stable & Ben Mondello, Owners

Nolan Creek Farm & Paul Pompa Jr., Breeders

John Toscano Jr., Trainer

Picks of the Day
BIG BROWN • FROST GIANT • HEAVY BREATHING

Sunrise Stallions – Standing dual classic winner and champion Big Brown and Heavy Breathing 
at Dutchess Views Farm in Pine Plains, N.Y.; and Frost Giant at Keane Stud in Amenia, N.Y.

Eric Bishop | Eric@SunriseStallions.com | 516-606-9768

Congratulations 
 

BIG PLATINUM
3YO Ridgling by Big Brown

Friday, Race 1

Platinum Seven LLC, D. Guarino,  
Runner Runner Investments LLC  

& J. Boutelle, Owners

Sanford Robbins, Breeders

Gary Contessa, Trainer

THREE FOR ME
5YO Gelding by Frost Giant

Friday, Race 10

Steve Klesaris & La Marca Stable, Owners

James Lamonica & Empire Stud LLC,  Breeders

Steve Klesaris, Trainer

Congratulations 
to the connections of 

PASSPORTTOVICTORY,

 2YO filly by Frost Giant and the winner 

of the sixth race Thursday at Saratoga. 

Owner The Elkstone Group, breeder 

Joanne Nielsen and trainer Tom Morley.

http://sunrisestallions.com
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“I thought she’d run good, but I didn’t know if 
she was good enough to break her maiden here,” 
Barker said. “It’s exciting.”

Purchased for $5,000 at the OBS April sale, Kis-
sin Cassie turned out to be a bargain for Chen. The 
first-time starter by High Cotton broke her maiden 
at Saratoga for a $50,000 tag and earned $30,000.

“I have a very good friend of mine down in Oc-
ala, John Shaw, that I’ve known for about 25 years 
and I trust his judgment with babies,” Chen said. 

Barker endorsed Shaw’s abilities. 
“John picks them out based on athleticism,” he 

said. “He picks out athletes and sometimes it over-
comes a lot of everything else.” 

– Brandon Valvo

• The sixth went as planned for trainer Tom 
Morley as Passporttovictory broke her maiden in 
her second start. 

“I was pretty confident coming into today’s 
race,” said Morley, who trains the 2-year-old Frost 
Giant filly for The Elkstone Group. “I thought for 
the first time it was going to have to be a nice filly 
to beat us.”

The Elkstone Group purchased Passporttovicto-
ry at last year’s Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-
bred yearling sale for $15,000. She finished third in 
her debut last month at Belmont.

“She ran very well first time,” Morley said. “She 
kind of missed her break and circled the field and 
just got tired at the end so I was pretty confident 
coming today that if she broke well she’d have a 
pretty good chance. Having that said, after running 
the first time she wanted to go further, she went an 
extra sixteenth today and again came back in and 
said that’s about as short as she wants to go. The 
further, the better.

“She’s a little bit funny, this filly, she can behave 
like a princess for three days and then suddenly 
have a buck and a squeal and you’re like, ‘Oh, you 
are alive.’ That’s very much her.” 

– Shayna Tiller

• After some complications departing the pad-
dock, trainer Bruce Brown met Same Kinda Crazy 
in the winner’s circle after the seventh race to secure 
his first win of the meet.

“It’s good to get this out of the way,” Brown 
said. “It’s a tough place to compete so you get wor-
ried if you’re going to win or not.”

The Posse filly handled the paddock like a profes-
sional, until it was time to make an exit. As jockeys 
got a leg up and she approached the cheering crowd 
with clicking cameras, the stage fright kicked in. 
Same Kinda Crazy froze and a pony was brought in 
to encourage her forward. She sprang into a canter, 
but Kendrick Carmouche didn’t miss a beat, jog-
ging between her and the pony momentarily before 
vaulting into the saddle.

“They teach you everything at Cajun school,” 
laughed Carmouche following the race. “I don’t 
like two people getting in between two horses and 
they taught me how to swing on horses pretty good 
in Louisiana, so I’d rather do that instead of trying 
to save the other guy next to me. It don’t bother me, 
I’ve got a little cowboy in me so I’m good.”

Same Kinda Crazy’s antics didn’t surprise Brown.

“She can do that,” he said. “She was getting 
good at Belmont but up here everything’s differ-
ent with the people and everybody being so close. 
New experience, and she’s got a tendency to be a 
bit quirky.” 

– Shayna Tiller

• When the field turned for home in the finale, 
no horse had a bigger, or louder cheering section 
than Bug Juice. The 8-year-old Mingun gelding 
broke evenly in the 6 1/2-furlong claimer on the 
main track, but soon dropped to the rear of the 
field as a three-horse breakaway sprinted through 
a blistering :21.57 opening fraction. Last of nine 
and racing along the rail, Bug Juice and jockey Joel 
Rosario passed Bustin The Bank before angling to 
the outside. Bug Juice circled rivals in the six path 
as leader Global Positioning put up a :44.42 half 
and turned for home on a clear lead. 

That’s when the cheering intensified. 
Calls of, “Come on Bug Juice,” echoed loud 

above the monotonous roar of the crowd outside 

Thursday –
 Continued from page 21

Continued On Page 23 

Tod Marks
Kissin Cassie (right) draws off to win Thursday’s third.

Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital 
Invites all horsemen and women and  
the public to tour our new facility

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, August 7th, 2016  5:30 p.m.
63 Henning Rd. Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

(518) 583-7273

Please join us for food and drinks
Dress casual and join us for a tour 
around our new facility

EQUINE HOSPITAL IN SARATOGA

http://roodandriddle.com
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the winner’s circle as Bug Juice inched closer to the 
lead. With a furlong to run, Bug Juice still had a few 
lengths to make up and rival More Zen Tea was 
gobbling up ground to his inside. Under Rosario’s 
left-handed encouragement, Bug Juice rallied to the 
finish, but under the wire, he was in a head-bob-
bing photo with fellow 8-year-old More Zen Tea.

The cheering subsided Bug Juice’s backers await-
ed the results. Bug Juice’s No. 3 was eventually put 
up and that’s when the screaming was loudest.

“It’s all the family,” owner Neal Galvin said af-
ter getting his picture taken when asked who was 
here to see the old bay. 

Bug Juice’s story isn’t like most claimers. He’s 
tough on the track, but he’s kind in the stall. He’s 
not an object, he’s part of the family. He always has 
been and always will be, according to Galvin.

“My wife picked him out as a weanling,” he 
said. “We paid $2,700 for him and we just put him 
over three quarters of a million dollars, so it’s pretty 
remarkable. We had him in the Delta Jackpot, a $1 
million race, he was favored in it. He’s an 8-year-
old and he still wants to win. He’s going to be my 
wife’s riding horse. That’s what we’re going to do 

with him.”
Not immediately, however, as he was claimed 

by Steve Klesaris for the $25,000 tag. It’s not the 
first time Galvin lost Bug Juice to the claim box, 
but the first since Nov. 6, 2015. Galvin’s Our Blue 
Streaks Stable took him back to starts later, again 
for $25,000.

“His career is coming to an end, but somebody 
claimed him today,” Galvin said. “We’ll see what 
happens.” 

– Brandon Valvo

SARATOGA’S BEST BETS

Equine Partnerships • Licensing Matters
Litigation

(518) 430-0005 • (855) 677-5155
Todd Engel • tengel@engelatty.com

Saratoga       Syracuse       Garden City

www.racingcityrealty.com

Saratoga’s largest 
selection of rentals 

for the season, week 
or weekend.

Come join us for the 
same good breakfast  

you have been missing!
For 28 years

8am-2pm Daily
256 Milton Ave.
Ballston Spa, NY
(518) 885-2848

Protect your sport’s integrity
If you suspect or know of wrongdoing within the 
racing community, contact us. Emails & calls are 

treated confidentially. You may remain anonymous.

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com

Email: integrity@trpb.com
También disponsible en español

102 Lincoln Ave.
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

518.584.1648
theinnatfivepoints.com

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

YOUR business here! Just $800  
for the ENTIRE SARATOGA SEASON!  

Email joe@thisishorseracing.com for info

www.MarketWisePicks.com
FREE Saratoga 
Picks DAILY!

Thursday –
 Continued from page 22

http://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
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http://www.racingcityrealty.com/


24 Friday, august 5, 2016the saratoga special

Thursday August 4.
FIRST $125,000, STAKES - A. P. SMITHWICK MEMORIAL STEEPLE-
CHASE S., 4 YO’S & UP, 2 1/16M
8 Bob Le Beau (IRE) J. Doyle $3.80 $3.20 $2.60
7 Scorpiancer (IRE) C. Hankin  $9.40 $5.70
9 Portrade (IRE) G. Dahl   $12.40
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2007, by Big Bad Bob (IRE) - Shine Silently (IRE) by 
Bering (GB)
Owner: The Fields Stable. Trainer: Elizabeth Voss. 
Breeder: Anamoine Ltd (IRE).
Time: 3:51.20
Exacta (8-7), $38.40; Superfecta (8-7-9-2), $4,534.00; Trifecta (8-7-
9), $871.00

SECOND $62,000, CLAIMING $40,000, 3 YO, 6F
6 Cocked and Loaded I. Ortiz, Jr. $3.50 $2.80 $2.40
3 Formal Summation F. Geroux  $7.10 $4.40
2 Two Times Book M. Franco   $6.30
Dk B/ Br Colt 2013, by Colonel John - Catch the Moon by Malibu Moon
Owner: Ravin, Richard and Patricia’s Hope LLC. 
Trainer: Larry Rivelli. Breeder: Bob Austin & John Witte (KY).
Claimed: Cocked and Loaded claimed by Bing Cherry Racing for 
$40,000, Formal Summation claimed by Repole Stable for $40,000, 
Baduke claimed by Rodriguez, Rudy R. for $40,000. Time: 1:09.27
Daily Double (8-6), $10.00; Exacta (6-3), $21.00; Quinella (3-6), 
$15.20; Superfecta (6-3-2-5), $560.00; Trifecta (6-3-2), $172.50

THIRD $50,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $50,000, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
1 Kissin Cassie D. Davis   
6 Promise Me Tiz A. Arroyo $68.00 $21.40 $6.30
8 Murrell’s Belle J. Ortiz  $4.70 $3.00
5 Hoponthebusgus I. Ortiz Jr.   2.60
*Kissin Cassie raced for purse money only. 
Dk B/ Br Filly 2014, by High Cotton - Foolish Kiss by Kissin Kris
Owner: Chen, Danny, J.. Trainer: Edward Barker. 
Breeder: Hickstead Farm (FL). Late Scratches: Yorkiepoo Princess
Time: 1:05.64
Daily Double (6-6), $158.50; Exacta (6-8), $399.50; Superfecta (6-8-
5-4), $4,901.00; Trifecta (6-8-5), $1,121.00; Consolation Double (6-
1), $3.90; Pic 3 (8-6-6), $360.50;  (8-6-1), $9.60

FOURTH $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
5 Catsadiva J. Velazquez $9.00 $4.00 $3.20
8 Indulgent I. Ortiz, Jr.  $3.40 $2.50
6 Splashtackular J. Leparoux   $3.10
B Filly 2013, by Tale of the Cat - Song’n Dance by Carson City
Owner: Low, Lawana L. and Robert E.. Trainer: Todd Pletcher. 
Breeder: C. Kidder & N. Cole (KY).
Late Scratches: Road to Perfection, Midnight Visitor
Time: 1:09.89
Daily Double (6-5), $582.00; Exacta (5-8), $26.40; Quinella (5-8), 
$13.60; Superfecta (5-8-6-3), $216.00; Trifecta (5-8-6), $110.00; Pic 
3 (6-6-5), $863.00;  (6-1-4), $3.50;  (6-1-5), $17.60;  (6-6-4), $163.50

FIFTH $55,000, STARTERS ALLOWANCE $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
6 Cosmic Tale M. Franco $8.40 $4.70 $2.70
9 Crystal Pier J. Ortiz  $9.50 $4.10
1 (dq)Tizanillusion J. Rosario   $2.30
*-Tizanullusion DQ from first.
Gr/ro Filly 2012, by Cosmonaut - Mythical Yarn by Johannesburg
Owner: Baker, Charlton. Trainer: Charlton Baker. 
Breeder: W & T Thoroughbred Holdings LLC (NY).
Late Scratches: Veil Dance, Sing for Beauty, Northern Screamer
Time: 1:02.67
Daily Double (5-6), $43.20; Exacta (6-9), $75.00; Superfecta (6-9-
1-7), $401.00; Trifecta (6-9-1), $166.00; Consolation Double (5-3), 
$8.20; Pic 3 (6-5-6), $2,179.00;  (6-5-3), $417.00

SIXTH $73,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 6F
1 Passporttovictory J. Castellano $12.40 $6.50 $3.60
8 Tainted Angel L. Saez  $7.60 $4.60
5 Great Neck S. Bridgmohan   $4.10
Dk B/ Br Filly 2014, by Frost Giant - Stowe White by Not For Love
Owner: The Elkstone Group LLC. Trainer: Thomas Morley. 
Breeder: Joanne T. Nielsen (NY).
Late Scratches: Bree’s Got Heart, Tizza Temper, Swing and Sway, Little 
Chiseler, Lucky Bug, Cha Cha Heels
Time: 1:11.72
Daily Double (6-1), $58.00; Exacta (1-8), $68.00; Superfecta (1-8-5-
6), $2,383.00; Trifecta (1-8-5), $312.00; Pic 3 (5-6-1), $219.00;  (5-3-
1), $42.80; Pic 4 (6-5-6-1), $25,349.00; Pic 5 (6-6-5-6-1), $55,812.00

SEVENTH $47,000, CLAIMING $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
2 Same Kinda Crazy K. Carmouche $12.80 $6.10 $4.60
8 May Flowers L. Saez  $5.90 $4.20
4 It’s Two Hot Benny A. Arroyo   $6.90
B Filly 2013, by Posse - New Britski by Polish Numbers
Owner: Schrader, Michael and O’Neil, Paul. Trainer: Bruce Brown. 
Breeder: Michael Schrader (NY).
Late Scratches: Battle Tux, Barrier to Entry
Claimed: Downside Scenario claimed by Asmussen, Steven M. for 
$40,000
Time: 1:03.25
Daily Double (1-2), $91.00; Exacta (2-8), $70.50; Superfecta (2-8-4-
9), $2,315.00; Trifecta (2-8-4), $497.50; Pic 3 (6-1-2), $379.00

EIGHTH $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/8M
3 Promotional M. Franco $25.20 $11.40 $7.10
7 Rachel Wall J. Ortiz  $19.60 $11.40
6 Sky Painter R. Santana, Jr.   $8.60
Dk B/ Br Filly 2012, by Artie Schiller - Instant Thought by Kris S.
Owner: Glen Hill Farm. Trainer: Thomas Proctor. 
Breeder: Glen Hill Farm (FL).
Late Scratches: Thrilled
Time: 2:15.19
Daily Double (2-3), $153.50; Exacta (3-7), $350.50; Superfecta (3-7-
6-9), $13,771.00; Trifecta (3-7-6), $2,556.00; Pic 3 (1-2-3), $1,054.00

NINTH $100,000, STAKES - QUICK CALL S., 3 YO, 5 1/2F
7 Holding Gold J. Leparoux $4.80 $3.10 $2.20
3 Commend J. Alvarado  $4.60 $3.00
9 Too Discreet J. Rosario   $2.60
B Colt 2013, by Lonhro (AUS) - In the Gold by Golden Missile
Owner: Live Oak Plantation. Trainer: Mark Casse. 
Breeder: Live Oak Stud (FL).
Late Scratches: Sudden Surprise
Time: 1:01.84
Daily Double (3-7), $65.00; Exacta (7-3), $18.80; Superfecta (7-3-9-
4), $327.00; Trifecta (7-3-9), $52.00; Pic 3 (2-3-7), $364.50; Place Pix 
Nine (1/5/8-2/4/8-3/6/7-7), $437.00

TENTH $50,000 CLM ($25,000) NYB 3&UP, 6 1/2F
3 Bug Juice J. Rosario 7.80 3.90 2.80
8 More Zen Tea R. Santana Jr.  4.60 3.20
2 Global Positioning E. Esquivel   3.90
B. g. 8, Mingun-Twilight Empress, Twilight Agenda. Bred by Milfer 
Farm (NY).
Owner: Our Blue Streaks Stable. Trainer: David Cannizzo. 
Time: 1:16.67. 
Exacta $34.60. Trifecta $185. Superfecta $3,061. Double $24. Pick 3 
$329. Pick 4 $2,050. Pick 6 (5 correct) $1,007. 

On Track Handle: 3,288,353. Inter-State Handle: 9,373,268

Copyright 2016 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

THURSDAY SARATOGA RESULTSSaratoga Leaders
TRAINERS .....................1ST
Todd Pletcher ......................... 11
Chad Brown ........................... 10
Kiaran McLaughlin ................... 7
Jason Servis ............................ 6
Steve Asmussen ...................... 5
Jeremiah Englehart .................. 5
Graham Motion ........................ 4
Tom Proctor ............................. 4

JOCKEYS ......................1ST
Irad Ortiz Jr. ........................... 19
Javier Castellano .................... 12
John Velazquez ...................... 12
Joel Rosario ........................... 11
Jose Ortiz ............................... 11
Manuel Franco ......................... 8
Luis Saez .................................. 8
Ricardo Santana Jr. .................. 7

Through Thursday

CLANCY BLOODSTOCK
& RIVERDEE STABLE
Sean Clancy • 302-545-7713

Sean@riverdeestable.com
www.riverdeestable.com

Bought, Sold, Managed 
and Owned Graded 

Stakes Winners on the 
Flat and Over Jumps. 

Europe and America

http://riverdeestable.com
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Bona Venture Stables, Offering Affordable Racing Partnerships.

© Bona Venture Stables 2016  

For information contact: 
dfcollins@bonaventurestables.com 
or visit us on the web at: www.bonaventurestables.com

And the WINNER is ... YOU!
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SARATOGA RESULTS PHOTOS BY DAVE HARMON 
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BY TOM LAW
The six yearlings in the consignment of Alfred 

Nuckols Jr.’s Hurstland Farm stepped on a horse 
van around 5 p.m. Thursday to embark on the 
roughly 800-mile trek from the farm in Midway, 
Kentucky, to Saratoga Springs in advance of next 
week’s Fasig-Tipton Saratoga sale of selected year-
lings. 

“Well, they’re on the way,” Nuckols said, click-
ing his cell phone in the paddock before Thursday’s 
feature at Saratoga. On the other end of the call 
was a member of Nuckols’ team back in Kentucky, 
who reported news of the uneventful loading pro-
cess. Linzay Marks

Hurstland Farm’s team sets up the barn Thursday morning at Fasig-Tipton.

Final Preps
Sixth installment  
of online journal 
tracks youngsters

SARATOGA YEARLING DIARY

Continued On Page 27 

Proven by Champions
� e choice of the world’s leading trainers and proven by 
some of the world’s greatest racehorses. � is highly palatable 
formula provides the � oroughbred athlete with a variety 
of energy sources to maintain a physical and mental edge 
throughout even the most rigorous of racing campaigns.

Visit HallwayFeeds.com to learn more about the 
advanced nutrition behind Race 13®.  

R A C E  1 3 ®

http://trfinc.org/golf
http://hallwayfeeds.com


27Friday, august 5, 2016 the saratoga special

The six yearlings – five colts and a 
filly – go on the market Monday and 
Tuesday and will complete a lengthy 
process for Nuckols and his team at 
Hurstland. The Saratoga Yearling Di-
ary tracked the progress of the year-
lings from February to July on ST 
Publishing’s website thisishorserac-
ing.com. 

Five yearlings were originally 
nominated by the February dead-
line. One colt, who got high marks 
from Fasig-Tipton’s inspection team 
in April, didn’t make Nuckols’ final 
cut due to some development issues 
that showed up on X rays and will be 
pointed toward a later auction or sold 
privately. Tommy Town Thorough-
breds, a longtime Hurstland client, 
nominated two yearlings that were 
foaled and weaned in Kentucky be-
fore being sent to California for their 
initial prep. They returned to Hurst-
land in the summer for their final 
prepping. 

The following is the sixth install-
ment of the Saratoga Yearling Dia-

ry published July 27. Titled “Final 
Preparations,” the piece follows the 
five other monthly updates that fo-
cused on everything from the nomina-
tion process to inspections to dealing 
with the highs and lows of everyday 
life on a working breeding farm. 

The series will continue daily 
through end of the sale in The Sara-
toga Special. 

Alfred Nuckols Jr. is feeling the 
heat as the days count down until the 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga sale of selected 
yearlings. He’s not warm under the 
collar because of any pressure with 
his Saratoga-bound consignment of 
six, quite the contrary, just feeling the 
effects of the rising temperatures in 
Central Kentucky the last few weeks.

“Man, it’s hot down here,” Nu-
ckols said in late July as he ducked 
into his office not long after Hurst-
land Farm’s Saratoga consignment 
got its final X rays taken and ears and 
foretops trimmed. “It’s hot, muggy, 
steamy, probably in the mid 80s and 
it feels like 100.”

The yearlings don’t seem to mind; 
they stay in and under the shade of 
the barn most days, out of the sun 
to avoid any getting sunburned. The 
amount of time they’re walked – 20, 
30 minutes for the most part – grad-
ually increased over the summer and 
they’re groomed daily.

Nuckols said the yearlings are 
handling the prepping process rath-
er well, no serious hiccups or issues 
along the way, and they’re starting to 
adjust to loading on and off the van. 
They’ll need that adjustment, since 
they’re headed out of Midway, Ken-

tucky, on the roughly 800-mile jour-
ney to Saratoga Springs in just over a 
week’s time.

“We’ll be there Wednesday night, 
unload everything, set up the barn 
Thursday,” Nuckols said. “We’ll try 
to go to the races Thursday and have 
dinner with Brant Laue Thursday 
night. We go to the Wishing Well, 
that’s our habitual Thursday night 
dinner. The horses get in Friday be-
tween 5:30 and 6 (a.m.), I’ll pull all 
the help I need over there Friday, I’m 
not going to show Friday. Let them 
settle in, bathe them and be ready for 
Saturday.”

The four yearlings who have been 
at Hurstland since they were born – 
colts by Bernardini, Stormy Atlantic 
and Broken Vow and a filly by Gi-
ant’s Causeway – were reunited July 1 
with colts by Street Sense and Esken-
deraya, who were partially prepped 
in California at Tom Stull’s Tommy 
Town Thoroughbreds. 

Catalogs for the Saratoga sale were 
published earlier this month and hip 
numbers assigned. Four of Hurst-
land’s yearlings will sell the first night, 
Monday, Aug. 8, with the other two 
set to go through the ring late in the 

Yearlings –
 Continued from page 26
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Linzay Marks
The colts walking to turn out in April.
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Tuesday night session.
The first of the group will be a colt 

by Bernardini out of Glorious View, 
by Pleasant Tap, who is Hip 41. Bred 
by Brant Laue and Darley, the colt 
is the first foal out of Laue’s home-
bred who won the Grade 2 Vagrancy 
Handicap in 2013 at Belmont Park.

“The Bernardini colt, he’s doing 
well,” Nuckols said. “He’s carrying 
good flesh right now, which is prob-
ably a good thing since I’m going to 
ship him.”

Next up is Hip 77, Laue’s Stormy 
Atlantic colt out of Love Cove, by 
Not For Love.

Pegged by Nuckols as fairly ma-
ture for a May foal back in early Feb-
ruary, the colt continues to improve 
every day.

“The Love Cove, he’s come around 
nice,” Nuckols said. “He’s a smart 
horse. He’s the easiest one to school 
on the van. He walks right on there. 
He’s as good a horse as I’ve loaded. 
He walks, stands, today he went right 
on the van and off.”

Laue, in Saratoga and hanging 
at his usual morning spot near Bill 
Mott’s barn, also said last week how 
impressed he was in the development 
of the group of yearlings headed to 
the sale.

“I was there a month ago and then 
again about a week before I got here 
and it’s amazing how much they’ve 
changed,” Laue said in the Saratoga 
paddock last week.

The first of the two Tommy Town 
yearlings, who were foaled and raised 
at Hurstland before heading to Cali-
fornia last November, in the catalog 
is Hip 94, a colt by Street Sense out 
of the Unbridled’s Song mare Miss 
Dolce. 

Tommy Town’s second yearling is 
Hip 110, a colt by Eskendereya out of 
the Street Cry mare Northern Station 
who is a half brother to graded stakes 
winner Barbados.

“They both came in July and Mike 
Allen did a nice job with them out 
there,” Nuckols said. “He’d had them 
in a walker out there, they’re probably 
a little more tucked up than ours are 
but not showing any rib. They look 
good, very good. They’re both nice 
colts. I think the Miss Dolce proba-
bly has a little more to him than the 

Northern Station, but they’re both 
nice colts.

“They’ve been settled in a couple 
weeks. It was kind of fun to see them 
get back. They left November 28 and 
look like the California winter didn’t 
hurt them. They didn’t come back 
with surfboards though.”

The team from Hurstland, who 
enjoyed strong Saratoga sales the last 
several years, will need to wait until 
the final moments this year to find out 
if the trend continues with its last two 
to sell as Hip 232 and Hip 248.

Hip 232 is Laue’s and Ashford 
Stud’s filly by Giant’s Causeway out of 
Cayuga’s Waters, by Langfuhr. She’s a 
half sister to a filly by Quality Road 
that Hurstland sold for $210,000 at 
Saratoga last year.

“The Giant’s Causeway filly, she’s 
another one that mentally has really 
put it together,” Nuckols said. “She’s 
very easy to work with. We even 
trimmed her ears this morning and 
she was good and easy to work with. 
She’s such a pleasure to be around. 
Hopefully she’ll do well up there.”

Cataloged as the fifth to last year-
ling to sell is Hip 248, a colt by Broken 
Vow out of Critics Acclaim, by The-
atrical, bred by Hurstland and James 
Greene Jr. He’s a half full brother Ro-
salind and a 2-year-old colt named 
Double Cast who is in training at 
Saratoga with Leo O’Brien.

“The Critics Acclaim colt, Rosa-
lind’s brother, he’s grown, too,” Nu-
ckols said.

Even though the catalogs are print-
ed consignors are still hopeful for 
pedigree updates as the days count 
down until the start of the sale. 

Double Cast, who breezed a half-
mile in :49.76 on the Oklahoma 
Training Track Tuesday, could be one 
to give the consignment a boost.

“She’s been working really well at 
Belmont,” Nuckols said. “There’s a 
race for her on the 7th, I don’t know 
if she’ll be quite ready, it’s a mile and a 
sixteenth on the turf. She’s a nice filly, 
I’m glad we kept her. I own her with 
Jamie Green, he was my old college 
roommate, lacrosse line teammate, 
fraternity brother. He’s been a very 
dear friend for many years.

“And it would be great if she ran. 
It’s always fun to watch a horse you 
bred run up there. I might have to 
come back up to watch her run, it’s 
just a long way to commute. But any-
thing that can help sell this colt will 
be good.”

Yearlings –
 Continued from page 27
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Richard Valentine walked toward the side gate of 
the paddock, paused, turned and gazed across the 
top of sport coats and sun dresses like he was look-
ing for someone. Then he wiped his hand down his 
face and exhaled. 

“I don’t know if I should laugh or cry.”
Demonstrative, his best horse creeping toward 

$1 million in jump earnings, walked out of the pad-
dock for the A.P. Smithwick Memorial. The sev-
en-time Grade 1 winner from Saratoga to Camden, 
found a sweet spot in the middle of the 10-horse 
field, stepped inside the wings and launched like the 
old days. But when the running started, he couldn’t 
go with them. He had shown for the last time that 
age had caught up to him, losing his sixth con-
secutive start over hurdles. Making his 35th start 
over hurdles, Demonstrative had lost a step, a once 
awe-inspiring, gravity-defying step. 

After the race, Laird George, Valentine’s assistant 
and friend who has been there from the start, turned 
and told it to him straight, not that Valentine didn’t 
already know.

“Brother, it’s time.”
Valentine knew it, deep down, he knew it was 

time to stop on the best horse he’s ever trained. 
It wasn’t how the champ should have gone out, 

no, he should have gone out with a bang, a send-
off, a crescendo of reclaimed glory, but sometimes 
we lose the story by fixating on the ending. Nobody 
will care the Gainsborough-bred 9-year-old fell 
short of becoming only the fourth American-based 
steeplechaser to eclipse the $1 million mark. 

Nobody will remember the losses. 
We’ll remember the day he walked into the pad-

dock for the 3-year-old hurdle race at Virginia Fall 
in 2010. 

Black as night, stepping like he had placed floor 
mats down the night before, the son of Elusive 
Quality accelerated at half speed, winning that day. 
The sport had a star. 

We’ll remember the summer of 2012, when De-
monstrative doubled at Saratoga, winning the Jona-
than Kiser, beating novices for the last time, and the 
New York Turf Writers Cup, beating Grade 1 hors-
es for the first time. He ran and jumped like even he 
knew he had arrived. The pomp now had polish.

We’ll remember the Colonial Cup 2012. Actual-
ly, this is the one that is chiseled in my memory. 
The day he pulled too hard early, took a long, slow 
breather in the middle of the race, landed in last 
over the final fence and passed eight horses in the 
stretch, an on-rushing black blur, so dashing, you 
grabbed the person next to you and screamed, “Did 
you see that?”

We’ll remember when he snapped a six-race los-
ing streak with a three-race win streak, dominating 
the Turf Writers again, the Lonesome Glory and si-
lencing his ghosts by controlling the Grand Nation-
al at Far Hills. Up to then, Demonstrative (that’s 
him in the ad photo below too) hadn’t won at the 

sport’s best meeting, he kicked that asterisk to the 
Amtrak station. 

We’ll remember his battle with Divine Fortune in 
the 2013 Iroquois, his neck separating two champi-
ons, who pulled 34 lengths clear of the third horse. 

And, of course, we’ll remember the 2015 Iro-
quois, when he scraped the bottom of his bucket 
to nail Mr. Hot Stuff in the final stride of a 3-mile 
thriller. It would be his last hurdle victory.

Yeah, all those and others, that’s what we’ll re-
member about the big horse. 

On a long walk from the paddock to the Read-
ing Room, Valentine would, indeed, cry, as he and 
owner Jacqueline Ohrstrom reminisced about those 
wins, coming to terms with the great passage of 
time. Glad that it happened and so, so sad that it 
was over.  

“I thought we would retire him at the end of the 
year, but he’s been too good to us. I get so nervous 
when he runs, I couldn’t do it.” Valentine said. “I 
desperately wanted him to go over the million-dol-
lar mark but the fence in front of the stands, he 
stood so far back, I was like ‘if this horse falls…’ 
we talked about putting blinkers on him, he didn’t 
deserve that, I thought that was a cheap move. He 
never fell, he never had an injury on the racecourse. 
He looks great, he’s covered in dapples. It’s not sad, 
it’s a relief.”

Demonstrative will go back to Whitewood Farm, 
in The Plains, Va., where a horse sees nothing but 
green grass, stone walls, post-and-rail fencing and 
the Blue Ridge Mountains in the distance. He might 
become a show horse (Valentine talked about riding 
him over eight fences at Upperville next year), a fox-
hunter or he might just be the champion in the field. 

“It’s not the way I would have scripted it,” Val-
entine said. “But, if there’s anything sad about it, as 
we all know as horsemen, I’m never going to replace 
that horse and that’s sad.”

Laugh or cry, it’s his choice.
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"New York-breds are affordable and consistently have a positive ROI . . . an excellent
asset for a stable, with lots of opportunities for great purses.”

Trainer Todd Pletcher

"The New York-bred program currently is as strong as I've ever seen it. 
When I go to auctions, I always look at the New York-breds available.” 

Trainer Chad Brown
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nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777

For more information visit our website 
or call 518.388.0174

http://nybreds.com
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