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here&there...at Saratoga
BY THE NUMBERS
110-98: Margin of victory for John McCain over Barack Obama in The 
Special’s 2008 election poll. 

3: Votes for Daffy Duck in the same poll.

1: Vote for Joe Biden, from Mike Luzzi.

BOOK OF THE DAY
All Bets on Me, the risks and rewards of becoming an entrepreneur, by 
Larry Morrow. Probably being read by an ambitious exercise rider, the 
paperback was on the picnic table at D. Wayne Lukas’ barn Saturday 
morning. 

NAMES OF THE DAY
Celtic Chaos, third race. Zilla Racing Stable’s 6-year-old is by Dublin 
out of Let Joy Reign.

Playthatfunnymusic, sixth race. The 6-year-gelding is by Disco Rico 
out of Shoot The Bugler.

Grand Banks, eighth race. The 5-year-old mare is out of Far And 
Away. The Grand Banks, as anyone who watched The Perfect Storm 
knows, off the coast of Newfoundland in the North Atlantic are some 
of the richest fishing grounds in the world – or were until overfishing 
slowed it down.

Won the Kentucky Derby in the fastest time for 15
years – faster than Justify and American Pharoah.

DarleyClick to see him take on recent Derby winners in a race against the clock

REMEMBER THE FUTURE
Saratoga yearlings selling soon. 
His F-T July sales included the biggest 
price for a first-crop sire since 2016.

swoosh!
TheNyquist

Tod Marks
On The Rail. Hall of Fame jockeys Laffit Pincay Jr. (left) and Angel Cordero talk shop (and 16,587 victories) 
at Saratoga Race Course Saturday afternoon.

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/nyquist?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Nyquist&utm_campaign=Stallions
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WORTH REPEATING
“I thought it was the standard.”

Old Friends’ Michael Blowen, watching morning training Friday with a jacket and tie

“I’m a recovering writer. We go to meetings and everything, stand up there and say ‘It’s been two 
years since I wrote anything…’ ”

Blowen, who retired from the newspaper business to run a farm

“I give them the uphill-both-ways talk about the old days when I did it, and then they’re back 
on track.”

Trainer Ron Moquett, on managing his staff

“Do you think I would wake up at 3:30 in the morning and go to work if I knew who was going 
to win?”

Moquett, on how he responds to ‘You must know who’s going to win’ chatter from friends

“At Belmont, you can jog one.”
Trainer Mark Hennig, after exercise rider Lisa Bartkowski joked about 

jogging a single lap instead of the customary two at Saratoga

“Jogging one really doesn’t help, you pay for it on the way home.”
Bartkowski, on the benefits of putting miles into racehorses

“It’s an old-school train of thought. Sometimes it will work and sometimes it won’t, but to push 
and push and push and then give them the rest, sometimes that’s too late.”

Trainer Mike Trombetta, about freshening horses 

“In the spring, summer and fall in the Mid-Atlantic, you have about a dozen choices (of where 
to run). It’s just management.”

Trombetta about training from his Maryland base 
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defeating Eclipse Champions 
GUN RUNNER, ACCELERATE,  

RUNHAPPY, etc.

1st Godolphin Mile-G2 
 2nd Forego S.-G1

 By SPEIGHTSTOWN  

1st Breeders’ Cup  
Dirt Mile-G1

World Class Miler

Look for  
1st Yearlings  

This Year

 Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager  (859) 224-4585    www.shadwellfarm.com

here&there...at SaratogaMatthew J. Nielsen
Ed Kasperavich, CFA
Deborah Stackpole 

Managing Directors 
Sports & Entertainment Group

mnielsen@stonecrestpartners.com

Your investment  
future starts  

 here… Securities offered through Stonecrest Capital Markets, member  
FINRA/SIPC Advisory services offered through Stonecrest Advisors, Inc.

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“You’re only as good as the next one.”
Owner Ciaran Dunne to trainer Rusty Arnold 

after Friday’s Saratoga Oaks  
(Arnold won the Troy with Dunne’s Leinster a day later) 

http://www.stonecrestpartners.com/
https://www.brookledge.com/
https://shadwellfarm.com/
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INNOVATIVE DINING IN OUR THREE EXCEPTIONAL RESTAURANTS
THE IDEAL DESTINATION FOR TRACK SEASON

BY DAVID BURKE

THE

https://www.theadelphihotel.com/
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WORTH REPEATING
“I love American racing. All the speed and action. I love it here, Belmont. Santa Anita is beautiful, 
that’s where I won my first Group 1.”

Trainer Saeed bin Suroor

“Probably hiding, same thing I want to do.”
Bo Bromagen, when asked where trainer Rusty Arnold was before the Saratoga Oaks 

“Special filly.”
Jockey Julien Leparoux, after riding Concrete Rose to win the Oaks 

“It’s what we do.”
Trainer Rusty Arnold when told he had to wait for horses before crossing the horse path

“Just around the ring, just around the ring.”
Ron Ebanks, on how far he rode a Wesley Ward horse Saturday morning

“Still at it.”
Hall of Fame trainer Jonathan Sheppard when asked how it was going Saturday morning

“Leave that picture alone.”
Matt Muzikar, when The Special threatened to use a photo of the agent 

picking up errant breakfast sandwiches many years ago (we’ll find it) 

“That’s the dichotomy of horse racing.”
The Special’s Jack Clancy as he delivered papers to the 

Phipps’ kitchen and Peter Pugh’s tack room

“You turned big.”
Agent Winston Heslop to Jack Clancy, 23, one of The Special’s first delivery boys 

Country Life Farm 
Racing Partnerships

Friesing Waters broke her maiden last week at Laurel for a Country Life 
breeding and racing partnership. She earned a 30% Breeder’s Award as 

well as a 30% Owner’s Award. Come racing with Country Life. 

Visit our website at countrylifefarm.com for current opportunities.
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Josh Pons 443-807-0644   v  Mike Pons 410-459-8517 
Christy Holden 410-808-1325  v  Bel Air, MD 21014  

410-879-1952  v  info@countrylifefarm.com  v  countrylifefarm.com 

here&there...at Saratoga

Saratoga Moments . . .

Headley Bell: 859-221-5108 • Price Bell: 859-321-5117

“It has to be Bullsbay winning the Whitney (in 2009), and 
then running back with Rachel Alexandra in the Woodward. 
Those two races were pretty cool. To win the Whitney, that 
was pretty special. That’s an iconic race. For me to win a 
Grade 1 on the dirt up here was a huge deal, and then to 
come back and run in the Woodward against Rachel with 
all that hype. He actually ran very well in that race too. We 
were third, but he gave it a go and we all know how good she 
was that day. I’ve had some pretty cool memories up here 
but that has to be right up there.”

– Trainer Graham Motion

Tod Marks
Frogfecta. A railside drainage ditch provides the perfect spot for a quartet of frogs 
Saturday afternoon.

http://www.countrylifefarm.com/
http://www.millridge.com/
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– Trainer Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

“Betty Lobelia used to get colic every once in a while from 
cribbing. It was the day before the Miss Grillo, she got gas 
colic the night before, I used to turn her out in the pen but we 
couldn’t turn her out because it was raining, so we turned her 
out in the shed and we chased her from one end to the other. 
The horses are going crazy, none of them ate, that was the 
only way to get her to get over it. She was 
steaming. She won the stake with Ruben 
Hernandez.”

TOP 10
performances of the meet

sponsored by

OSCAR PERFORMANCE
At 2: Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile Turf (G1)

Standing at Mill Ridge Farm

e

Mill Ridge Farm, 859.231.0606
www.millridge.com

The Special keeps up with the meet’s 
best – performances. We’ll update it 
daily, or try to anyway. 

On The Bubble: Basin, By Your Side, 
Zyramid, Listing, Winston C, Minit To 
Stardom, Borracho, Point Of Honor, 
Hofburg, Break Even, King Zachary, 
Mr Havercamp, Casa Creed, Tom’s 
d’Etat, Highest Honors, Mominou, 
Channel Cat.

McKinzie: He can do it all, giving 
Baffert his first Whitney win.

Shancelot: After the Amsterdam, 
make that Sir Shancelot.

Sistercharlie: Make that TWO 
Dianas for the champ.

Concrete Rose: The first Saratoga 
Oaks was a laugher.

Serengeti Empress: Loss to top 
one proved mettle.

Imperial Hint: Move over Spei-
ghtstown and Spanish Riddle.

1.

2.
3.

Tax: The Travers gets another 
player after Jim Dandy score.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

10.

Covfefe: Because that Test slug-
fest was as good as it gets.

Guarana: Unbeaten filly was 
perfect again in CCA Oaks.

 Golden Award: Shuvee heroine 
part of strong start by Mott barn.

www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Proud to support 
Thoroughbred aftercare

Photo of 
the Day

Pinhooking  
Partnerships

2-year-olds   
in training sales

Yearling to  
2-year-old prep

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com

Presented by

Migliore fan club

Connie Bush

http://www.millridge.com/
http://kirkwoodstables.com/
https://nytha.com/
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One of the many staples of Saratoga 
can be found in one of the green barns 
off the main track’s outside rail of the 
Saratoga Race Course. A barn toward 
the middle of the group to be specific, 
Barn 31, has housed runners trained by 
a member of the Martin family for the 
better part of more than four decades. 

Carlos Martin occupies the spot now, 
the same barn his father Jose trained 
eventual champion 3-year-old filly Way-
ward Lass and Marlboro Cup winner 
Noble Nashua out of in the summer of 
1981. Champion sprinter Groovy spent 
some time there, too, along with Bold 
Wench, Lakeville Miss and others. 

Come Dancing flies the flag these days 
for the family. A homebred for Blue Devil 
Racing, the 4-year-old daughter of Mali-
bu Moon won the Grade 3 Distaff at Aqueduct and 
Grade 2 Ruffian before a second to Midnight Bisou 
in the Grade 1 Ogden Phipps on Belmont Stakes 
Day. She’s the big horse, literally, of the barn. 

“Look at this, the first time in history we had 
to cut the partition out in the some 40 years my 
family’s been in this barn,” Carlos Martin said last 
week, pointing to the cut-out portion of the filly’s 
stall. “We had to get the carpenter out here so she 
didn’t hit her head. She’s the queen. She’s got spe-
cial rubber all around her stall, too. She knows 
she’s special. No doubt.”

Come Dancing remains on course for the Grade 
1 Ballerina late in the meet and Martin hopes to 
run several of the 16-member string which rang-
es from unraced 2-year-olds to recent claims to 
hard-knocking allowance runners before heading 
back downstate in September. He walked down the 
shedrow with The Special’s Tom Law after training 
Thursday to discuss the group.

Unnamed 2017 Bellamy Road-Cure For Sale: New 
York-bred colt with pending name Bellarmine Hall checked out 
the scene from the end stall closest to the road. “He worked 
pretty good at a sale, :21 and 3 and we got him for $52,000. He 
just got to Belmont a little while ago and now up here. I’m tak-
ing my time since it looks like he’s going through a little growth 
spurt. He’s going to be OK. He’s just putting his body together.” 

Langdarma: Martin claimed 7-year-old Candy Ride gelding 
for $50,000 on behalf of Mark and Lori Collinsworth Feb. 22 at 

Aqueduct. Five-time winner and $286,186-earner ran once off 
the claim, fourth in a starter allowance March 9. “Hard-knock-
ing claiming horse. He had some hard races and we’re giving 
him a little time off. Hopefully we’ll bring him back by the end 
of the meet. Nice old horse. He’s for new people. They’ve been 
in the business before but want to do more, be in New York and 
get better horses.” 

Shanny Go Nanny: Collinsworth Thoroughbreds bought 
2-year-old filly by Street Sense for $55,000 at Fasig-Tipton 
Midlantic May sale. The half-sister to 2014 Illinois Derby win-
ner Dynamic Impact has breezed four times. “Rajiv Maragh 
worked her the other day, she went in :48.88 on the main track. 
She’s another one that looks like the sale might have taken a 
bit out of her so I backed off a month and now we’re finally 
moving forward. She broke out of the gate the other day with 
Bellarmine Hall like a rocket. Next week we’ll get her OK’d. Ra-
jiv thinks she’ll be OK.” 

Forest Spirit: Homebred for Blue Devil Racing Stable, 
2-year-old New York-bred colt by Freud out of the Orientate 
mare Mononoke. “He’s for good clients I’ve had for years. Also 
a horse that looks like he’ll need a little time to mentally come 
around. We had the dam, she was a hard-knocking runner by 
Orientate. He’s a little ways away. I’ve just been galloping him 
since I got him from Ocala Stud a couple months ago. I like the 
horse. He just needs the light bulb to switch on.”

Persian Queen: Martin and Collinsworth Thoroughbreds 
claimed 2-year-old Union Rags filly for $50,000 out of winning 
debut July 25 from Rudy Rodriguez and Zayat Stables. She 
originally cost $125,000 at last year’s Fasig-Tipton Kentucky 
October yearling sale. “Rudy knows what he’s doing and put 
her in the right spot and I’m glad we have her. She has some 

talent. Hopefully she’ll stretch out. Her dam sold 
for $450,000 as a yearling so she’s got some 
pedigree. She was game the first time when she 
won. For $50,000 sometimes you get lucky. We 
might take a look at a stakes for 2-year-old fillies, 
it’s like a non-winners of one, the Bolton Landing 
Aug. 14. It’s on the grass. The clocker report said 
she had a good work on the grass with a group of 
five. I didn’t even know they could do that at the 
Oklahoma. If we could get her stakes-placed with 
that pedigree maybe she’d be worth some money.”

Orpheus: Martin smooches to the 8-year-old 
Forestry gelding facing the back of his stall. The 
13-time winner of $179,670 is entered for Col-
linsworth Racing for a $12,500 tag in today’s sec-
ond. “Old-timer I claimed for $8,000 over the win-
ter. He’s a barn favorite, a hard-knocking horse. 
He ran second here with Rajiv, second day of the 
meet, just missed. Hopefully we can get a win 

for the Collinsworths. We’ve run him five times and he hasn’t 
missed a check. Old horse and he always tries.”

Stonefactor: Sugar Maple Farm and Lewis Rapaport’s 
4-year-old filly by The Factor joined the barn in the winter. She 
hasn’t raced since an 11th in the Pan Zareta Stakes Jan. 5 at 
Fair Grounds. “Michael Dilger had her last year, she won a cou-
ple races on the circuit. She’s a pretty quick New York-bred. 
She tries. They had her at the Fair Grounds in some tough 
spots. Those guys are clients from New York who have had 
some good horses over the years. We had her ready to run a 
few weeks ago, got rained out and had to wait. There’s a New 
York-bred allowance race Aug. 11. Kendrick Carmouche has 
ridden her pretty much her whole career so he’s going to ride 
again. She’s coming along real well. She’s got a lot of speed, 
which you need for that 5 1/2 on the grass.”

Noble Jewel: Blue Devil Racing’s homebred 3-year-old by 
Noble Mission out of the stakes-winning Broken Vow mare 
Rogue’s Jewel. She broke her maiden first out and finished 
eighth in allowance here the first Friday of the meet. “I trained 
the dam. She broke her maiden in her debut the day before the 
Belmont, she ran great. We got rained off here the second day 
of the meet, took a chance and ran her on the dirt. Joel (Ro-
sario) said she was just spinning her wheels out there. She’s 
back in for the grass. That’s what she wants. Hopefully she’ll 
do some good things in the future.”

Mo Fun: Maryland-bred Uncle Mo gelding finished fourth in 
his debut going 5 1/2 furlongs on the grass here July 27. Mar-
tin claimed him off Bill Lawrence and Jorge Abreu for $40,000. 
“He kind of got bumped around from an outside post, ran 

Every day at Saratoga, 
The Special presents  

an exclusive Stable Tour  
with a Saratoga trainer.

with  
Carlos Martin

 Continued on page 9

The Martin shedrow is a fixture on the Saratoga backside.

http://www.fasigtipton.com/
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W i n n i n g  w h e n  i t  m a t t e r s .

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses 

include 64 individual Grade 1 winners 
and the winners of  99 Grade 1 races.

Just some of the races they’ve won…

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

evenly. He had some good works on the dirt, so 
I’m thinking I might train him on the Oklahoma 
and maybe get him on the dirt by the end of the 
meet. Matt Schera, a client that has been with 
us on and off over the years, is back and will 
hopefully get some more horses with us here 
and back at Belmont. This is the first one we’ve 
got back in a while. Jose Ortiz’s agent called me 
the other day and said he’d really want to ride 
him back.”

Morning Breez: A $65,000 buy at the 2016 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-bred yearling 
sale, 4-year-old gelding by Morning Line is 
3-7-6 in 23 starts with $326,393 in earnings. 
He finished fourth in an open allowance behind 
Chateau going 6 furlongs on the main track July 
27. “The other day that was a pretty tough race. 
We’ll get him in a better spot. He’s always run 
competitively. I don’t think he’s missed a check 
the last two years. I tried to fool around with the 
blinkers last time. I don’t know if he liked them, 
had never worn them before. Irad Ortiz rode 
him the other day and wants to ride him back. 
Hopefully we’ll get him with his New York-bred 
friends. He was running with some tough open 
horses. He earns his keep. He’s a nice boy.”

Come Dancing: “The queen of the barn. 
She’s been a godsend for us. She’s been some-
thing special. We had her as a 2-year-old, she 
got hurt, the owner was patient, put some 
screws in a pastern. On and off, we’ve finally 
got a sustained campaign with her, three races 
in a row. Bruce Jackson in Fair Hill did a great 
job with her after her last race and we got her 
back in the barn since around July 10. She’s 
had a super nice relationship with Javier Cas-
tellano, her new pilot, and we’re excited about 
the Ballerina. Travers Day, cutting back to sev-
en-eighths. Hopefully we’ll be ready to rock and 
roll. She really loves it here. She’s a sweetheart 
but knows when you get the saddle on. She’s 
had the same pony guy, Juan “Bam Bam,” and 
needs some TLC getting on the track every day. 
They get along well. She has her quirks. Once 
she gets in a gallop rhythm she’s so smooth. 
When she works she doesn’t look like it, just 
looks like she’s galloping in slow motion. She’s 
a big, beautiful mare.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

thisishorseracing.com
Home of The Special

and a lot more.

http://fairhilletc.com/
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BY SEAN CLANCY
Bob Baffert walked down the steps 

to the winner’s circle, hugged his wife, 
high-fived an owner and explained his 
week leading up to the Grade 1 Whit-
ney at Saratoga. 

 “I was nervous all week,” Baffert 
said. “I was so nervous about this 
race.”

Baffert, nervous?
“You know why?” Baffert said. 

“I didn’t think there was any way he 
could get beat.”

He couldn’t. 
McKinzie might have rattled Baf-

fert’s nerves leading to the $1 mil-
lion stakes but the 4-year-old colt 
soothed his soul with a comfortable 1 
3/4-length win over Yoshida and Vino 
Rosso. Second-choice Preservationist 
led early before fading to fourth. 

Owned by Karl Watson, Michael 
Pegram and Paul Weitman, McK-
inzie had won three Grade 1 stakes 
in his 11-race career. But, let’s face it, 
they were the Los Alamitos Futurity 
through disqualification, the Penn-
sylvania Derby over Axelrod and the 
7-furlong Malibu over Identity Poli-
tics. In the big ones, the son of Street 
Sense hadn’t rung the bell, fading to 
12th in last year’s Breeders’ Cup Clas-
sic, missing by a nose in the Santa 
Anita Handicap in April and checking 
away the Met Mile in June. The last 
one stung. 

“I was so frustrated after the Met 
Mile. That’s why I didn’t take him to Tod Marks

McKinzie leads Yoshida home in the Whitney.

WHITNEY STAKES RECAP

No Traffic 
Baffert runner adds another Gr. 1 

Continued On Page 12 

https://privatejetprofessionals.com/
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96.25% 
Mares Checked In Foal 
In 2019

http://www.spendthriftfarm.com/


12 Sunday, auguSt 4, 2019the Saratoga Special

Dubai, I wanted to win the Met Mile 
with him,” Baffert said. “When he 
got beat, I said I have to win a sexy 
race with him. I’ve got to take him to 
Saratoga and run a mile and an eighth 
in the Whitney.”

Hence, the nerves.
McKinzie drew post 6 in the field 

of eight, which was reduced to seven 
when Thunder Snow scratched with a 
cough and a fever Saturday morning. 
McKinzie, 7-5 favorite on the morn-
ing line, was sent off 4-5. 

McKinzie broke sharply but need-
ed Mike Smith’s best “Bobby Adair” 
ride from the gate, draping low and 
urging for a few strides, just enough 
to claim a definitive stalking spot 
outside Monongahela and inside sec-
ond-choice Preservationist. McKinzie 
took the spot from Monongahela, 
but stayed wide, forcing Junior Al-
varado to make a move aboard Pres-
ervationist who toured wide around 
the first turn. The Suburban winner 
took over from McKinzie as the field 
straightened down the backside. A 

half-length off and inside Preserva-
tionist, Mike Smith made the move of 
the race, asking for a half halt from 
McKinzie. He listened like he remem-
bered the barroom brawl from the 
Met Mile, sliding back and out. The 
hunted had become the hunter. 

“I tapped on the brakes, hoping no 
one jumps on me real quick,” Smith 
said. “I wanted some room and I 
made some room. Now I’m happy.”

Preservationist rolled through 

a half-mile in :47.48 as McKinzie 
stalked a length off the leader. Third 
choice Vino Rosso tracked 3 lengths 
off McKinzie. Outsiders Monongahe-
la, Imperative and Forewarned tried 
to stay apace and Yoshida, winner 
of last year’s Woodward, lagged in 
last. Preservationist led through three 
quarters of a mile in 1:11.30 but 
Smith was twitching on the trigger. 

“He grabs the bridle, then you can 
slingshot him,” Smith said. 

McKinzie pounced on Preserva-
tionist, surely spent after going wide 
and going early. Vino Rosso tried to 
rally to the outside of McKinzie and 
Yoshida swung widest of all. Smith 
stayed low, flicking a left-handed 
whip and McKinzie did the rest, hold-
ing off Yoshida with ease. 

“There was horse left, Bob,” Smith 
said to Baffert after the race. “There 
was horse left.”

Whitney –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
McKinzie and MIke Smith (center) go to work.

Continued On Page 14 

https://www.nyrabets.com/#wagering
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The Only Sire Ever With 
5 “TDN Rising Star” 2YOs
Before August In Any Given Year.

COMICAL 
Santa Anita debut by 6L

FRANK’S ROCKETTE 
Churchill debut by 8 3/4L

SHOPLIFTED 
Saratoga debut by 4 1/2L

IMMEDIATE IMPACT 
Del Mar debut by 6 3/4L

RISKY MISCHIEF
Saratoga debut by 7 1/2L

.
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McKinzie finished 9 furlongs in 
1:47.10, easing Baffert’s nerves. 

“I was going to be disappointed if 
he didn’t win,” Baffert said. “I was 
nervous because I know he’s the best 
horse. He’s one of the top horses I’ve 
ever trained and he’s getting better.”

Beyond easing Baffert’s nerves, the 
win established McKinzie as the best 
older horse in the country and erased 
the Met Mile debacle.

That day, Smith allowed McKinzie 
to fall back to last along the inside 
rail, waited on the rail, hesitated be-
hind horses for the first time in the 
middle of the far turn, slid out three 
lanes, then checked behind horses at 
the eighth pole before trying to split 
Mitole and Thunder Snow. 

McKinzie finished second, an un-
finished-business second. The worst 
kind. 

Baffert knew it. Smith knew it.  
“I was upset, but I didn’t crush the 

guy,” Baffert said. “I know he knows 
better, he just made a wrong move. 
It’s easy, I’ve seen the best riders do it, 
they all do it.” 

Smith and Baffert talked, cleaning 
the air. 

“Mike, you’re not riding him with 
a lot of confidence. This is one of the 

best horses I’ve ever trained. I hope 
you have him figured out by now. 
Forget about it.” 

Smith shook it off the best he 
could. 

“Oh, I needed this one, especially 
after that last one. I should have been 
more patient and let all that (stuff) 
happen, of course, I didn’t know it 
was going to happen,” Smith said. 
“It was really hard but I’m not going 
to let it affect me. That one hurt. The 
bad thing for me is when something 
like that happens, I’m only riding 
those kind of races any more so ev-
erybody sees it. It’s not like it’s just a 
race and I can go on to the next.”

Smith rode 33 races between the 
Met Mile and the Whitney, winning 
eight of them, including three stakes. 

“One thing about this business, 
you can’t look back,” Baffert said. 
“Water under the bridge, just look 
forward.”

After the Met Mile, Baffert looked 
forward, squarely and solely on the 
Whitney, a race still missing from his 
Hall of Fame resume. McKinzie went 
home to California, breezed three 
times at Santa Anita, three times at 
Del Mar and stormed Saratoga. 

“When he got beat in the Met 
Mile, I said I’ve got to go to the Whit-
ney now. I’ve got to win a prestigious 
race like that,” Baffert said. “He got 
it done. He got me a Whitney. Finally 
got a Whitney.”

Whitney –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
The Whitney winner collects the spoils.

http://itm.ie/en/home/
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Awesome Again - Baby Zip, by Relaunch

Inquiries to

Donald Wells (859) 470-9963

Ken Wilkins (859) 699-4887

Classic Bloodlines
Classic Performance

www.AdenaStallions.com | (859) 987-1798

48, 50, 53, 61, 136, 152

ELECTRIFYING
PEDIGREES at the
F-T Saratoga Sale

An

to 2019Start
17 BTHs, incl. multiple G1

winner GUARANA, winner of the

$500,000 CCA Oaks (G1) at Saratoga 

http://www.adenastallions.com/
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including ROYAL DELTA and PIONEEROF THE NILE

Grandsire of AMERICAN PHAROAH & CAIRO PRINCE

*as of 8/2

L ook  f or  HIs  y e a rl ing s  at  s a r at oga  &  K eenel a nd

Sire of 11 Grade 1 winners *

E M P I R E
M A K E R

g a i n e s way. c o m   +   8 5 9 . 2 9 3 . 2 6 7 6

BY TOM LAW
Brad Cox looked up the stretch at Saratoga Race 

Course, saw Covfefe and Serengeti Empress locked 
in a fight worthy of the setting, and tossed out a 
spoiler to the future legend that will be the 94th 
running of the Grade 1 Test.

“She’s not getting by,” he said of Serengeti Em-
press, the speedy Kentucky Oaks winner trying to 
battle back against the white-faced filly Cox trains 
for the Roth family’s LNJ Foxwoods operation. 
Cox recalled what he thought halfway through a Dave Harmon

Covfefe (left) and Serengeti Empress battle to the wire in Saturday’s Test Stakes.

Bigly
Covfefe trumps 
Oaks winner in Gr. 1

TEST STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 18 

http://gainesway.com/
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Saturday 10.19

featuring [DJ SET]

more coming soon...

REEZ | ??? | MADEON
TWO FRIENDS | ELEPHANTE

ON TRACK ENTERTAINMENT FOR
THE WHOLE FAMILY

FREE GENERAL ADMISSION

ELEVATE YOUR EXPERIENCE WITH
DINING RESERVATION TICKETS

marylandmillion.com

https://www.clubhousefest.com/
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By Your Side
Cambier Parc
Chasing Yesterday 
Fancy Dress Party

Mucho Unusual
Point of Honor 
Recruiting Ready
Regal Glory

2019 Graded stakes grads include:

glass of champagne in the Saratoga 
Room and alternating his attention 
from the replay of the Test and con-
versations with friends. 

The half-downed bubbly and the 
half-length margin at the finish proved 
Cox correct. Serengeti Empress didn’t 
get past, Covfefe became a Grade 1 
winner, Jaime Roth again found her-
self moved to tears and the 2019 Test 
added itself to the list of Saratoga 
throwdowns that people fortunate to 
witness never forget. 

The You and Carson Hollow battle 
in the 2002 Test set the modern stan-
dard and it’s no stretch to put Covfefe 
and Serengeti Empress in the same 
class.

“We had to get by a Kentucky 
Oaks winner. That’s a Grade 1-win-
ning filly on the inside and now we 
have a Grade 1 winner,” Cox said. 
“It was a big effort and I’m super 
proud of her. I’m very thankful for 
LNJ Foxwoods to give us an oppor-
tunity like this. She’s a fantastic filly. 
Very fast.”

Tom Amoss, who trains Serengeti 
Empress for Joel Politi, saluted his fil-
ly and the winner. Covfefe, who broke 
a near 30-year-old 6-furlong track re-
cord at Pimlico this spring, won the 
7-furlong Test in 1:21.26. 

“Next time,” he said, standing 
just off the winner’s circle while the 
LNJ Foxwoods team revved up the 
celebration. “I’m going to take my-
self out of it, that’s what the fans 
were hoping for. For myself person-
ally I wish it had gone the other way. 
What a stretch duel. We got beat by 
a wonderful performance by our op-
ponent, Covfefe, and just as import-
ant I watched the last sixteenth of a 
mile and how my filly kept fighting. I 
couldn’t be more proud of her. There 
will be other days for her. Don’t take 
anything away from Serengeti Em-
press, she ran great.  

“Obviously on a much smaller 
scale, I’m personal friends with John 
Veitch and now I kind of know how 
he felt when he had Alydar. Certainly 
this was no Alydar-Affirmed classic 
matchup but I know how hard it must 
be to see your horse run really, really 
well, be so proud of them and not get 
to the winner’s circle.”

Test –
 Continued from page 16

Continued On Page 20 

Tod Marks
Covfefe (left) and Serengeti Empress slug it out in the Test.

http://www.eddiewoods.com/
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Time to buy a Maryland-Bred
Don’t miss your chance at Saratoga!
Be part of the Maryland success story
Like no other state, Maryland’s racing is 
supported by a working cooperative  
agreement between the racetracks,  
horsemen and breeders –  
All backed by pro-breeding and  
racing legislation and offers

Competitive purses

30% owner & breeder bonuses  
in all overnight races

Lucrative Md-Bred stakes program

Premier year-round racing

Better stallions. Better mares. Maryland-breds.
Learn more at MarylandThoroughbred.com

https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/
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Savour our spirit responsibly. © Sagamore Whiskey, 
LLC, Baltimore, MD 21230. Sagamore Spirit® Straight 
Rye Whiskey, bottled at 41.5% ABV (83 Proof).

S A G A M O R E  S P I R I T 
S A G A M O R E S P I R I T . C O M

Rye Whiskey was distilled by America’s original 

risk-takers and history-makers. Our freedom-

fighting forefathers crafted America’s first barrels 

of whiskey——bold, flavorful, and full of passion.  

At Sagamore Spirit, we’ve picked up the torch.  

Our spring-fed Maryland-Style Rye Whiskey 

celebrates the grit and glory of our patriotic 

ancestors who sipped their way into history.

Savour our bold spirit and join  

the spirited conversation  

at whiskey.wiki

Amoss called his shot all week, say-
ing Serengeti Empress would employ 
similar front-running tactics that won 
her the Kentucky Oaks from post 13 
and plaudits for her game runner-up 
to Guarana in the Grade 1 Acorn five 
weeks later. 

Jose Ortiz put Serengeti Empress 
on the lead from the start and she 
outran Covfefe, coming off a close 
third to older fillies and mares in the 
Roxelana at Churchill Downs June 
22. Joel Rosario stayed patient on 
Covfefe, letting Serengeti Empress 
lead by a length through the opening 
quarter in :22.19

Trenchtown Cat, Please Flatter 
Me, Royal Charlotte and Bellafina, 
a three-time Grade 1 winner and the 
2-1 favorite, did their best to chase 
up the backstretch with little suc-
cess. Serengeti Empress continued to 
lead heading into the far turn and re-
mained a length clear of Covfefe after 
a testing half in :44.28. 

The two turned for home side-by-
side clear of the field. 

Ortiz asked his mount first, giv-
ing her a crack right-handed cutting 
the corner and Serengeti Empress 
responded. Covfefe countered, re-
sponding to Rosario’s hand ride and 
finally a few right-handed taps out-
side the eighth pole and past 6 fur-
longs in 1:08.18. They edged clear 
late, an inch becoming a head, a head 
becoming a neck and not much more 
on the wire. 

The margin proved enough to set 
off a wild celebration among the LNJ 
team, which included the principles 

Jaime Roth and her parents Larry 
and Nanci Roth and their bloodstock 
advisors Alex Solis II and Jason Litt, 
who found the filly late in Book 2 of 
the 2017 Keeneland September year-
ling sale. 

Jaime Roth made her way to the 
winner’s circle in tears, appreciative 
of Covfefe’s effort and in admiration 
of the filly they bought for $250,000 
and named for the president’s social 
media blunder.

“She’s such a good filly,” she said 
after celebrating with a toast to her 
team in the Saratoga Room. “Obvi-
ously there are so many people that 
doubted whether she could get the 
distance. I love when a horse can just 
prove otherwise.”

The doubts popped up after 
Covfefe blitzed the field in the Grade 
3 Miss Preakness the day before the 
second jewel of the Triple Crown, 
winning the 6-furlong stakes in 
1:07.70 and breaking the track record 
by more than a second. 

Cox kept Covfefe at Churchill 
Downs to prepare for the Test and 
chose the 6-furlong Roxelana as the 
bridge race between trips to Pimlico 
and Saratoga. 

She finished third behind older ri-
vals Mia Mischief and Awestruck, 
beaten less than a length after a bump 
at the start and a pace battle up front 
with the winner. 

Cox conceded he didn’t have 
Covfefe “cranked up for that race,” 
and went to work readying her for 
the Test. She breezed four times at 
Churchill before the Test, including 
6 furlongs in 1:11.20 July 19 and a 
half in :47.80 July 26. Covfefe ar-
rived in Saratoga Tuesday and made 
her first trip to the main track to train 
Wednesday morning. 

 The Test gave Covfefe her fourth 
win in six starts, along with a maid-
en score at Churchill in her debut and 
a 2019 season-opening victory in an 
optional early in the Keeneland spring 
meet. The $275,000 first-place check 
more than doubled her earnings to 
$483,300.

“She’s been special from the begin-
ning,” Jaime Roth said. “It’s been a 
lot of management and putting her in 
the right spots. We knew she was go-
ing to bounce off her Pimlico race, we 
just had to accept it, that she’s going 
to lose. That’s a very hard thing for an 
owner. But you knew you were doing 
it for this race. And it paid off.”

Test –
 Continued from page 18

Tod Marks
Winning trainer Brad Cox.

https://sagamorespirit.com/
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COLONIAL DOWNS
August 8 – September 7

Restricted races daily for VA-Bred, VA-Sired & VA-Certified horses.
Owners earn 25% more when your Virginia horse wins in open company.

Follow the turf to a pot of gold.

V I R G I N I A  E Q U I N E  A L L I A N C E
250 West Main Street, Suite 100, Charlottesville, VA 22902 | 434.977.3716

BY BRANDON VALVO
The field for Saturday’s Grade 3 

Troy Stakes, the first of five stakes on 
the Whitney card, sauntered into the 
paddock like they’d been there be-
fore. And they had, over and over.

Trainer Christophe Clement’s duo 
of Disco Partner and Pure Sensation, 
with 63 starts between them, carried 
their heads low and their ears up. 
Rocket Heat, with 39 starts, and Wet 
Your Whistle did the same. 

Leinster was another story. The 
4-year-old hopped and skipped more 
than he walked, bouncing into the 
walking ring on his toes. Head high 
and ears flicking back and forth, the 
bay sprinter stayed in control and lis-
tened to his groom, but carried plenty 
of energy as he waited to be saddled. 
Trainer Rusty Arnold loved it.

 “We felt he was going to run his 
race, we just didn’t know if it was go-

ing to be good enough. He had never 
faced competition like this,” Arnold 
said. “He was ready. It wasn’t a ner-
vous energy, it was a good-feeling en-
ergy.”

Although Leinster brought the 
most energy into the paddock, Rock-
et Heat brought the most speed out 
of the starting gate; the 7-year-old 
broke with Pure Sensation, but pow-
ered away to a 1 ½-length advantage 
through a :20.82 quarter. Pure Sensa-
tion was another 1 ½ lengths in front 
of Leinster, who raced outside of Dis-
co Partner. 

Around the turn in the 5 ½-furlong 
turf sprint, Rocket Heat cruised along 
under Chris Landeros while Kend-
rick Carmouche urged Pure Sensa-
tion. Tyler Gaffalione edged Leinster 
three deep and gave him two smacks 

on his right shoulder, paused briefly 
before giving another, and shook up 
his mount. Disco Partner advanced 
up the hedge. 

Rocket Heat straightened away 
with the lead and got a half in :43.01, 
but Clement’s two gray millionaires 
took aim. Disco Partner angled out 

and struck the lead at the furlong 
marker. Leinster answered, reached 
out, drew even with Pure Sensation 
and took aim at Disco Partner. 

Leinster put his black-blinkered 
face in front at the sixteenth pole and 

Tod Marks
Leinster digs in late to defeat Disco Partner (right) and Pure Sensation in the Troy Stakes.

TROY STAKES RECAP

Stakes Double
Leinster keeps Arnold barn rolling

Continued On Page 24 

https://www.virginiahorseracing.com/
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POCAHONTAS (GII)
2019 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Fillies Division” 

2020 Kentucky Oaks Points Race

Runs Sat., Sept. 14
$200,000
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Aug. 31
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

IROQUOIS (GIII)
2019 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Division” 

2020 Kentucky Derby Points Race

Runs Sat., Sept. 14
$200,000
Two Year Olds

Closes Aug. 31
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

LOCUST GROVE (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 14
$200,000
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Aug. 31
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

OPEN MIND (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 14
$125,000
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Aug. 31
($125 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

DOGWOOD (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 21
$125,000
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Sept. 7
($125 nomination fee)
7 Furlongs

ACK ACK (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 28
$150,000
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Sept. 14
($150 nomination fee)
1 Mile

LUKAS CLASSIC (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 28
$250,000
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Sept. 14
($250 nomination fee)
 1 1/8 Mile

JEFFERSON CUP (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 28
$125,000
Three Year Olds

Closes Sept. 14
($125 nomination fee)
 1 1/8 Miles Turf

2019 September Meet 
Stakes Schedule

SEPTEMBER 13 - SEPTEMBER 29

Ben Huffman Vice President of Racing, Racing Secretary 
502.638.3820 • ben.huffman@kyderby.com

Dan Bork Stakes Coordinator: 502.638.3806 • dan.bork@kyderby.com

Fax: 502.636.4479

although Disco Partner battled on, 
he never rallied back. Leinster grind-
ed out the win in a course-record 
1:00.23 while winning by three-quar-
ters of a length.

“They were flying, you knew Chris-
tophe’s horses were going to kick on 
and I didn’t feel good until they hit 
the wire, actually,” Arnold said.

Owner Amy Dunne beamed along-
side husband Ciaran in the winner’s 
circle after getting her picture tak-
en. The $200,000 Troy was her first 
stakes victory and the feeling still 
hadn’t sunk in.

“I don’t know yet,” she said when 
asked how it felt. “It’s all still fun. 
It’s a dream come true. We’re having 
a great time. Now we’re going to go 
have some champagne.”

Before heading to the Saratoga 
Room Dunne praised Arnold, a close 
friend for decades. Although Lein-
ster was making his stakes debut, the 
Dunnes had faith.

“Rusty is our trainer. He’s our 
man. He says go, we go. I don’t ques-
tion him, I don’t handicap,” Dunne 
said. “I learned a long time ago, if 
you put your horse with somebody, 
don’t ask questions, don’t give your 
opinion. If you trust him enough to 
give him your horse, do what they say 
to do. If he believed that much, I’m all 
in. It was a great day.”

Leinster started his career with 
D. Wayne Lukas, going winless in 
his first 11 starts. When the Hall of 
Fame trainer went to Oaklawn for the 
winter, the Dunnes decided to make a 
change.

“They wanted to go to grass,” Ar-
nold said. “Wayne went to Oaklawn 
where they have no grass, so I got 
him.”

Leinster arrived in Arnold’s stable 
in Florida in December. After a ninth 
going 7 1/2 furlongs on the Gulfst-
ream turf January 6, Leinster short-
ened up to 6 furlongs Feb. 21, but 
had to go back to the dirt to get the 
distance and finished second.

“I ran him long first time out, he 
didn’t want to do it,” Arnold said. “I 
ran him on the dirt. He didn’t run a 
bad race, he just didn’t run a winning 
race.”

Unable to find a suitable maiden 
on the grass, Arnold took an unortho-

dox approach. He entered the winless 
Majestic Warrior colt in an allowance 
at Keeneland April 18 going 5 ½ on 
the grass. Leinster finally connected, 
scoring by 3 3/4 lengths at 10-1. He 
repeated next out in an allowance op-
tional over the same trip at Churchill 
Downs June 28. 

“They didn’t have maiden turf 
races at Keeneland and (the Dunnes) 
were so adamant about running him 
on the turf, that’s all we could find,” 
Arnold said. “He was doing well, so 
we ran him in an allowance race. We 
ran him back in a two-other-than 
because the date worked. So, we 
brought him here.”

Stepping up in company Satur-
day, Leinster improved to 3-for-16 
and 3-for-4 on the grass while put-
ting gup $300,111. Bred in Ken-
tucky by Gryphon Investments, he 
was an $85,000 yearling purchase 
at Fasig-Tipton Kentucky in 2016 
and did not meet his reserve when 
consigned by the Dunnes’ Wavertree 
Stables at Fasig-Tipton Midlantic the 
next spring.

Leinster gave Arnold his third win 
of the meet (from nine starts) and sec-
ond stakes of the weekend after Con-
crete Rose romped in the Saratoga 
Oaks Friday. 

“I’ve had some good meets here; 
I had Centre Court and I had Victo-
ry Ride. And I’ve had some horrible 
meets here,” Arnold said. “It’s a lot 
more fun when you have a good meet. 
I’ve figured that out. This is a good 
month, this is a good weekend. I hope 
it’s not over, we’ve got a few more to 
run.”

Troy –
 Continued from page 22

Tod Marks
Tyler Gaffalione sponges off Leinster.

https://www.kentuckyderby.com/
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BY PAUL HALLORAN
Sometimes, the race goes exactly 

according to plan.
That was the case in the Lure 

Stakes at Saratoga Saturday as Luis 
Saez executed the gameplan to per-
fection, piloting Godolphin-owned 
Lucullan to a nose victory over the 
fast-closing French invader Sacred 
Life in the restricted turf stakes at 1 
1/16 miles on the inner course.

“Perfect,” Saez said when asked to 
describe his trip. “Everything came 
together like we thought. I knew the 
1 (Noble Indy) and 7 (Voodoo Song) 
had the most speed, so everything 
went according to the plan. At the 
three-eighths, he was pulling me, but I 
still waited because I knew the horses 
in front were stopping. I had to save 
him until the end. When I let him go, 
he took off.”

Godolphin USA president Jimmy 
Bell said the conversation with trainer 
Kiaran McLaughlin and Saez in the 
paddock came to fruition.

“We talked to Luis and we knew 
the 1 and 7 wanted to have the front,” 
Bell said. “He had a chance to get a 
pocket trip. It unfolded the way Ki-
aran and Luis drew it up.”

You would have thought Noble 
Indy and Voodoo Song were eaves-
dropping in the paddock, as they-
broke alertly and quickly gained sep-
aration heading into the first turn. 

Lucullan was fourth early, but moved 
inside Projected and took over third 
as they crossed the finish line the first 
time.

Voodoo Song was keen to go on, 
secured the lead on the first turn and 
quickly opened 4 lengths heading 
down the backstretch. 

Noble Indy held second into the far 
turn and just as he started to move, 
Saez asked Lucullan for run and he 
responded.

Lucullan opened 2 lengths in the 
stretch, but was forced to repel a furi-
ous charge from Sacred Life, who was 
making his first start in the United 
States for trainer Chad Brown.

The winning time was 1:39.63.
Ticonderoga, one of Brown’s oth-

er two entrants, closed hard for third 
with Noble Indy fourth. Voodoo 
Song, who had won five of seven 
starts at Saratoga, including four wins 
in 2017 alone, faltered in the stretch 
and finished last.

“It worked out well,” McLaughlin 
said. “Luis rode a great race. He had 
a ton of horse turning for home, but 
he didn’t want to get there too soon. 
It was a very game effort and an ex-
cellent ride. Hopefully we can move 
on to bigger and better things.”

Lucullan’s first stakes win was 
especially gratifying for the connec-

tions, as the 5-year-old son of Hard 
Spun and the Seeking the Gold mare 
Golden Velvet was sidelined 14 
months with a hairline fracture in a 
hind cannon bone. He returned in a 
$100,000 optional claimer at Bel-
mont July 3 and ran a race similar to 
Saturday, sitting third early, taking 
the lead turning for home and beat-
ing Noble Indy by 1 1/4 lengths. That 
gave the connections reason to expect 
a positive result Saturday.

“We were very confident even with 
the layoff,” Bell said. “He was train-
ing well. You can’t give a good horse 
enough time. To be away that long 
and give that kind of performance 
in this kind of race is a credit to the 
whole operation, from the team in 
Kentucky who got him back to Ki-
aran and his team up here.”

The stakes victory was no surprise 

to Godolphin/Darley watchers, as the 
owner won a race on Whitney Saturday 
for the ninth (at least) consecutive year. 

Got Stormy finds clear sailing
Even though it hasn’t been the best 

of meets for Tyler Gaffalione thus far, 
he could not have been more confident 
sitting on the back of Got Stormy in 
Saturday’s De La Rose Stakes.

“Honestly, I knew at any point 
around the track that I was going to 
win,” the jockey said. “I had plenty 
of horse. She’s a nice filly with a ton 
of talent.”

Got Stormy entered off a three-
month freshening for trainer Mark 
Casse, after finishing third in the 
Grade 1 Jenny Wiley April 13 at 
Keeneland and second in the Grade 2 

Dave Harmon
Lucullan (right) denies Sacred Life in the Lure Stakes.

LURE/DE LA ROSE STAKES RECAPS

Perfect Trip
Lucullan, Saez, Godolphin 
put together turf stakes victory

Continued On Page 27 

GRADE 1 HORSES
1ST CLASS LIFESTYLE 
There’s a reason our racing partners   

BELIEVE BIG!
eclipsetbpartners.com

https://eclipsetbpartners.com/


27Sunday, auguSt 4, 2019 the Saratoga Special

Distaff Turf Mile at Churchill Downs 
May 4. 

“She’s turned out to be a good 
horse,” Casse said of the Gary Barber 
and Southern Equine Stable-owned 
4-year-old, who now has six wins 
in 14 career starts and just less than 
$500,000 in earnings.

Divine Miss Grey burst to the lead 
from the far outside and led into 
the backstretch, followed by Desert 
Isle and a rank Rock My Love. Got 
Stormy was a clear fourth down the 
backstretch, with Gaffalione biding 
his time. 

Desert Isle took the lead on the 
turn and opened a 4-length lead ear-
ly in the stretch, but when Gaffalione 
asked, Got Stormy answered without 
feeling the whip and drew off to an 
easy 4-length win. Capla Tempt-
ress was up for second, with Stella 
di Camelot taking third for leading 
trainer Chad Brown, who was un-
characteristically blanked on a stakes 
Saturday at Saratoga.

“She trained so good,” said Casse, 
who breathed a sigh of relief in the 
winner’s circle after the race. “It’s 

been a rough week up here, every-
thing has gone wrong. I had that 
horse in the Amsterdam (Strike Silver) 
that I thought would run well, and he 
almost fell. (He faltered in the stretch 
and was vanned off.) You always get 
a little nervous when things go wrong 
like that.”

There was no such worry Saturday, 
as Got Stormy, a son of Get Stormy 
and the Malabar Gold mare Super 
Phoebe, was the easiest of winners.

“She’s turned out to be a serious 
horse,” said Casse, who is consid-
ering sending her to the Woodbine 
Mile Sept. 14. “She’s run well once up 
there (a victory in the 2018 Ontario 
Colleen). We may take on the boys 
with her.”

Gaffalione, who had won only six 
times in 71 mounts heading into Sat-
urday, picked up his second win of the 
day, after scoring with Leinster in the 
Troy Stakes. He also picked up a win 
Friday.

“It’s a tough meet and a very com-
petitive colony,” the Preakness-win-
ning jockey said. “I’m happy to be 
here and fortunate to win a few 
stakes. I’ve been through 0-for-60s. 
You’ve got to ride through it.”

Or weather the storm, which the 
other five horses in the De La Rose 
were clearly not equipped to do.

Lure/De La Rose –
 Continued from page 26

Tod Marks
Got Stormy coasts to victory in the De La Rose Stakes.

https://www.westpointtb.com/
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Todd Pletcher often spends time in the racing of-
fice while waiting for his next runner on the card. 
The trainer had some time to kill between the first 
and third races Saturday at Saratoga Race Course 
and chatted with racing secretary Mike Lakow.

“I’m going to write a mile-and-an-eighth race 
in Book 3 for maiden 2-year-olds,” Lakow told 
Pletcher. “Do you think you’d have anything?”

“I don’t know,” Pletcher responded.
A few furlongs into the third race, the trainer 

had come up with a candidate.
“At the half-mile pole I thought I had one. At 

the eighth pole, I thought maybe he’d get a little 
piece of it.”

Glory Road got the biggest piece in the 7-furlong 
maiden for 2-year-olds. The first-time starter strug-
gled to keep up with most of his competition early 
but started to make up ground as the field came 
into the stretch.

“It’s harder to tell with some of these that want 
to run two turns,” Pletcher said. “I felt like we had 
a really good foundation into him, he was ready to 
run. I thought he would appreciate more ground so 
seven-eighths was our best option.”

John Velazquez kept urging and Glory Road 
kept plugging away down the lane. The 2-year-old 
crossed the wire a neck in front. 

WinStar Farm and China Horse Club Interna-
tional bought the son of former Pletcher trainee 
Commissioner for $220,000 at last year’s Keene-
land September yearling sale.

“This horse physically, he has a lot of similarities 
to Commissioner,” Pletcher said. “The shape of his 
head, big and bay.”

En Wye Cee gave Pletcher another debut winner 
when the Waterford Stable homebred surged to vic-
tory in the sixth, a 6 1/2-furlong maiden.

A year older than his trainer’s first winner, En 
Wye Cee worked 5 furlongs over the Oklahoma 
track July 19 in company with Grade 1 winner and 
Saturday’s Whitney third Vino Rosso.

“He went on the inside with him and galloped 
out head-to-head,” said Jose Ortiz, who rode En 
Wye Cee Saturday. “He worked very well and after 
that he came back (July 27) and worked from the 
gate half a mile, the horse I broke with outran me 
the first quarter of a mile, fast horse. I sat like 6 
lengths back, we were supposed to go together. 

“He struggled a little bit to get going, he’s just 
not a frontrunner. I sat on him and when we pass 
by the wire on the Oklahoma track, I started asking 
him and he galloped out like a train.”

Just like in his workouts, En Wye Cee found his 
best stride late in the sixth. He raced off the pace 
early, was guided to the outside by Ortiz coming 
around the bend and was several paths off the rail 

when turning for home. The son of Declaration Of 
War kept coming, put his head in front a few strides 
before the wire and registered a half-length score.

“He actually broke better than I thought he 
would and put me closer,” Ortiz said. “By the 
three-eighths pole I asked him a little bit and he 
was there for me so I took him outside. He’s a very 
big horse so we just wanted to get him a clean trip 
and see him run good, and we’re lucky enough we 
got the win.” 

– Ben Gowans

• Our Country caught George Weaver’s eye in 
May at the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 2-year-olds in 
training sale. The colt by Constitution out of the 
unraced Tiznow mare Light And Variable looked 
the part, but didn’t work fast enough to garner 
much attention. 

A $190,000 buyback at the 2018 Keeneland 
September yearling sale, Weaver stood next to con-
signor Eddie Woods at the Midlantic sale as Our 
Country RNA’d again for $70,000.

“I thought the horse would probably be 
$150,000, but he stopped at 70,” Weaver recalled 
of his conversation with Woods. “I said, ‘how much 
do you want for him?’ He said 70 (and) I said, ‘he’s 
mine, I’m buying him.’ 

“I had seen him back at the barn, I liked him. 
He’s a really good-looking horse. He only worked 
in 10 and 4, which is why he was affordable. I just 
liked the horse back at the barn. To me, he looked 
like a racehorse. For $70,000, I’ll take him. If worse 
comes to worse, I’ll have something nice to look at 
in the barn.”

Our Country proved to be more than a barn 
showpiece off his win in the opener. Fourth in his 

Tod Marks
Glory Road (left) charges past horses late in Saturday’s third race.

On T ime
Arrival

Glory Road leads 
double for Pletcher 
first-time starters

SATURDAY RACING RECAP

Continued On Page 29 
Tod Marks

En Wye Cee returns after winning the sixth.
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July 13 debut, Our Country won by 
5 3/4 lengths in the 1 1/16-mile turf 
maiden. Ears pinned back and ex-
tending through the wire, Manny 
Franco put the whip away near the 
finish and gave the colt several gentle, 
well-earned pats on the neck. The win 
came one week after Weaver worked 
Our Country a half on the Oklahoma 
grass in :50.24.

“He wasn’t quite ready when I ran 
him earlier in the meet, but I wanted 
to get a race into him,” Weaver said. 
“He ran fourth and ran well, but I 
knew he was better than that because 
he wasn’t cranked up. He had a nice 
work the other day and I decided to 
come back to this race. The forecast 
was good and we wanted to be on the 
grass. Luckily we got in and Manny 
got a good trip and the horse showed 
in the afternoon what we were seeing 
in the morning.”

Weaver said stakes company 
would be next with the Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile Turf the ultimate target.

“We’ll look at the With Anticipa-
tion and some other stuff, too. May-
be something at Kentucky Downs,” 
Weaver said.

The 2-1 favorite gave Weaver his 
first victory at the meet with his 13th 

starter. He sent Point Of Honor to a 
second in the Grade 1 Coaching Club 
American Oaks July 21 and had three 
other placings. 

“I didn’t want to wait this long, 
but things work out the way they do,” 
Weaver said. “We’ve been knocking 
on the door. I just haven’t really led 
anything over that was as live as (Our 
Country). The filly was live in the 
Oaks, but this is the first horse I’ve 
led over that was really live. 

“Everybody’s watching, you want 
to win, but this is a game of perse-
verance. You can’t get too high or too 
low, you just have to keep looking 
forward and doing what’s right each 
day and things will come together.”

- Brandon Valvo

• Our Way followed his sire’s foot-
steps and put trainer James Bond in 
the winner’s circle on Whitney Day. 
The gelding won the fourth, a 1-mile 
claimer on the grass. 

“He’s by our sire Tizway, who was 
awful good to me,” said Bond. “He 
won the Whitney so it’s fitting. A lot 
of sentimentality with him.” 

Tizway didn’t race after his Whit-
ney victory in 2011, retiring with sev-
en wins in 20 starts and $1,359,274 
in earnings. Our Way, a 6-year-old 
gelding by Tizway running for a 
$45,000 tag, improved to 3-for-5 on 
the Saratoga turf with the victory. 

“The turns are tight, he likes tight 
turns,” Bond said. “It really works to 
his advantage, he’s kind of a compact 
horse.”

Bond has trained Our Way since 
he was bought as a 2-year-old by Wil-
liam Clifton Jr. for $140,000 at the 
OBS March sale. Bond said after four 
years he’s become a member of the 
family. 

“He’s a pet. You shouldn’t have 
pets, but he’s been awful good to us,” 

said Bond, who didn’t lose the gelding 
to a claim. Bond said he entered him 
for a price to give him a class break 
after being off since late March and 
a sixth in the Turf Classic at Tampa 
Bay Downs.

“I only have two horses around 
the barn that bite, him and one oth-
er horse. But he’s got a heart,” Bond 
said. “He just takes a while. He had 
a little injury. We had to back off af-
ter the Florida race. He’s been up here 
with myself and my son, Ryan. He 
did a nice job of getting him back and 
ready.

“We’ll have to see how he is when 
he comes home. One day at a time 
with him. He’s a little fragile, I have 
to take care of him and he takes care 
of me.” 

– Catherine Galbraith 

• Nick Sallusto’s phone rang twice 
in the winner’s circle after Fled took 
the finale. Newtown Anner’s racing 
manager didn’t take the calls right 
away, instead talking about Fled’s 
victory in the 5 1/2-furlong state-
bred grass allowance. Once that was 
complete Sallusto called and praised 
Miguel Vera, who wasn’t in Saratoga 
while at Mountaineer Park running 
Chilly In Charge.

“I met him through an association 
of my father who was also a horse 
trainer,” said Sallusto. “He recom-
mended Miguel and we started a 
relationship. And its flourished and 
grown. He’s a very hard-working guy 
with a lot of talent, underrated. 

“Not really super well known be-
cause he’s from the Mid-Atlantic re-
gion. But a top horseman, he was the 
leading apprentice jockey in Argenti-
na. He came to this country and he 
worked as an assistant for Steve Kle-
saris. He did his time and started on 
his own five years ago.”

The Vera-trained son of Flatter is 
now 2-for-3 since being gelded and 
switching to turf after a lackluster 
4-year-old year. 

“We felt that he wasn’t putting out 
his best as a 4-year-old,” said Sallus-
to. “So we wanted to freshen him up 
for his 5-year-old year. We thought 
it might make him more focused, so 
we cut him last year and brought him 
back for this meet.” 

Sallusto sees a small chance Fled 
might return once more at Belmont.

“We’ll probably take him home 
and get him ready for the next condi-
tion at Belmont,” he said. “Space him 
out a little bit.” 

– Catherine Galbraith 

Saturday –
 Continued from page 28

Tod Marks
Our Country heads for home in the opener for trainer George Weaver.

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS .......................... 1ST
Chad Brown ..................................15
Bill Mott ..........................................8
Todd Pletcher ..................................8
Linda Rice .......................................7
Jason Servis ...................................6
Jim Bond .........................................5
Christophe Clement .........................5
Danny Gargan .................................5
Jeremiah Englehart .........................5
Mike Maker .....................................5

JOCKEYS ........................... 1ST
Jose Ortiz ......................................25
Irad Ortiz Jr.  .................................19
Javier Castellano ...........................16
Luis Saez .......................................16
Jose Lezcano ................................15
Joel Rosario ..................................14
Junior Alvarado .............................10
Tyler Gaffalione ...............................8

Through Saturday
Tod Marks

Our Way wins the fourth.
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Saturday August 3.

FIRST $90,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 1 1/16M
8 Our Country M. Franco $6.80 $3.80 $2.90
2 Policy Option I. Ortiz, Jr.  $8.80 $5.80
3 Silver Prospector R. Santana, Jr.   $5.50
B Colt 2017, by Constitution - Light and Variable by Tiznow
Owner: R. A. Hill Stable and Gatsas Stables. Trainer: George Weaver.
Breeder: WinStar Farm, LLC (KY).  Time: 1:41.39
Late Scratches: Ox Bridge, Forza Di Oro. Exacta (8-2), $34.25; Super-
fecta (8-2-3-7), $118.55; Trifecta (8-2-3), $92.87

SECOND $92,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
3 Grumps Little Tots J. Lezcano $10.40 $5.80 $4.10
1 Tapit Wise I. Ortiz, Jr.  $11.20 $6.00
6 Felix in Fabula J. Rosario   $5.90
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2016, by Sky Mesa - W W American by Quiet American
Owner: Dubb, Michael, Coyle Boys Stable and Bethlehem Stables. 
Trainer: Jason Servis. Breeder: Clearsky Farms (KY).      Time: 1:49.21
Daily Double (8-3), $21.30; Exacta (3-1), $61.25; Quinella (1-3), 
$26.50; Superfecta (3-1-6-8), $81.45; Trifecta (3-1-6), $162.50

THIRD $90,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 7F
9 Glory Road J. Velazquez $9.00 $5.60 $4.20
7 This Ill Defend L. Reyes  $13.80 $8.40
8 Atoka L. Saez   $9.20
Dk B/ Br Colt 2017, by Commissioner - Highest Quality by Quality 
Road Owner: China Horse Club International Ltd. and WinStar Farm 
LLC. ,Trainer: Todd Pletcher. Breeder: Turnley Farms of Louisiana (KY).
Late Scratches: Sprawl. Time: 1:24.60. 
Daily Double (3-9), $28.50; Exacta (9-7), $61.75; Superfecta (9-7-8-
1), $1,085.65; Trifecta (9-7-8), $553.00; Pic 3 (8-3-9), $125.00

FOURTH $67,000, WCL $45,000-$35,000, 4 & UP, 1M
6 Our Way J. Ortiz $13.20 $7.20 $5.60
3 Patriot Drive R. Santana, Jr.  $9.50 $6.00
8 Siding Spring J. Lezcano   $6.60
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2013, by Tizway - She’s Sensational by Point Given
Owner: Clifton, Jr., William, L.. Trainer: H. Bond. 
Breeder: Farm III Enterprices LLC (FL). Late Scratches: Take Your 
Place, Yes I See. Claimed: Patriot Drive claimed by Maker, Michael J. 
for $45,000, Hay Dakota claimed by Mr. Amore Stable for $45,000, 
Local Hero claimed by Mane Event Stable for $45,000, Applicator 
claimed by Kenneally, Eddie for $45,000  Time: 1:33.64
Daily Double (9-6), $34.25; Exacta (6-3), $66.50; Quinella (3-6), 
$32.75; Superfecta (6-3-8-5), $1,070.60; Trifecta (6-3-8), $330.00; 
Pic 3 (3-9-6), $219.75

FIFTH $200,000, STAKES - TROY S., 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
6 Leinster T. Gaffalione $13.00 $5.50 
2 Disco Partner I. Ortiz, Jr.  $3.30 
3 Pure Sensation K. Carmouche   
B Colt 2015, by Majestic Warrior - Vassar by Royal Academy
Owner: Dunne, Amy, E.. Trainer: George Arnold, II. 
Breeder: Gryphon Investments, LLC (KY). 
Late Scratches: World of Trouble.  Time: 1:00.23
Daily Double (6-6), $63.25; Exacta (6-2), $23.80; Superfecta (6-2-3-
5), $9.22; Trifecta (6-2-3), $31.50; Pic 3 (9-6-6), $319.00; Pic 4 (3-9-
6-6), $1,102.75; Pic 5 (4/8/11-3-9-6-6), $6,803.00

SIXTH $90,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
7 En Wye Cee J. Ortiz $23.40 $8.40 $5.90
8 Free Enterprise J. Castellano  $3.10 $2.60
11 Mubarmaj J. Rosario   $9.10
B Colt 2016, by Declaration of War - Celtic Arch by Arch
Owner: Waterford Stable. Trainer: Todd Pletcher. 
Breeder: Waterford Stables, Inc. (KY). Time: 1:15.44
Daily Double (6-7), $86.75; Exacta (7-8), $29.75; Superfecta (7-8-11-
10), $218.90; Trifecta (7-8-11), $208.75; Pic 3 (6-6-7), $558.50

SEVENTH $100,000, STAKES - FASIG-TIPTON LURE S., 4 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
2 Lucullan L. Saez $5.90 $3.50 $2.60
5 Sacred Life (FR) I. Ortiz, Jr.  $4.40 $2.90
8 Ticonderoga J. Castellano   $3.10
B Horse 2014, by Hard Spun - Golden Velvet by Seeking the Gold
Owner: Godolphin, LLC. Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin. Breeder: Darley (KY).
Late Scratches: Control Group, Gidu (IRE). Time: 1:39.63
Daily Double (7-2), $44.25; Exacta (2-5), $10.60; Superfecta (2-5-8-
1), $19.47; Trifecta (2-5-8), $21.87; Pic 3 (6-7-2), $332.50

EIGHTH $500,000, STAKES - LONGINES TEST S., 3 YO, 7F
3 Covfefe J. Rosario $8.50 $5.10 $3.30
1 Serengeti Empress J. Ortiz  $5.50 $3.30
2 Bellafina F. Prat   $2.80
B Filly 2016, by Into Mischief - Antics by Unbridled
Owner: LNJ Foxwoods. Trainer: Brad Cox. 
Breeder: Alexander-Groves Thoroughbreds (KY). Time: 1:21.26
Daily Double (2-3), $16.20; Exacta (3-1), $26.25; Superfecta (3-1-2-
4), $29.30; Trifecta (3-1-2), $33.00; Pic 3 (7-2-3), $231.00

NINTH $1,000,000, STAKES - WHITNEY S., 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
6 McKinzie M. Smith $3.70 $2.70 $2.10
7 Yoshida (JPN) J. Rosario  $5.20 $3.60
5 Vino Rosso J. Velazquez   $2.90
B Colt 2015, by Street Sense - Runway Model by Petionville
Owner: Watson, Karl, Pegram, Michael E. and Weitman, Paul. 
Trainer: Bob Baffert. Breeder: Summer Wind Farm (KY).
Late Scratches: Thunder Snow (IRE)  Time: 1:47.10
Daily Double (3-6), $9.20; Exacta (6-7), $11.60; Superfecta (6-7-5-8), 
$4.32; Trifecta (6-7-5), $15.62; Pic 3 (2-3-6), $33.50

TENTH $100,000, FASIG-TIPTON DE LA ROSE S., 4& UP, 1M
8 Got Stormy T. Gaffalione $6.40 $3.40 $2.30
7 Capla Temptress (IRE) J. Ortiz  $3.80 $2.50
9 Stella di Camelot (IRE) J. Castellano   $2.50
Ch Filly 2015, by Get Stormy - Super Phoebe by Malabar Gold
Owner: Barber, Gary and Southern Equine Stable, LLC. 
Trainer: Mark Casse. Breeder: Mt. Joy Stables, Pope McLean, Marc 
McLean & Pope McLean Jr. (KY).
Late Scratches: Zonza (FR), Alberobello, Free Kitty, Conquest Hard-
candy, Miss Munnings, Pacific Wind, Dawn the Destroyer, Dynatail
Time: 1:33.15
Daily Double (6-8), $5.50; Exacta (8-7), $10.40; Superfecta (8-7-9-
1), $7.85; Trifecta (8-7-9), $10.60; Pic 3 (3-6-8), $35.50; Grand slam  
(2/5/8-1/2/3-5/6/7-8), $6.20

ELEVENTH $80,000, NY-BRED ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
8 Fled J. Lezcano $8.10 $4.90 $4.10
4 Red Zinger J. Alvarado  $5.50 $4.60
5 Bourbon Mission I. Ortiz, Jr.   $5.40
Ch Gelding 2014, by Flatter - She’s Ready Made by More Than Ready
Owner: Newtown Anner Stud. Trainer: Miguel Vera. 
Breeder: Newtown Anner Stud (NY).
Late Scratches: Bronx Bomber, Foolish Ghost  Time: 1:01.55
Daily Double (8-8), $16.10; Exacta (8-4), $23.20; Superfecta (8-4-
5-2), $201.35; Trifecta (8-4-5), $85.50; Pic 3 (6-8-8), $28.25; Pic 4 
(3-4/5-3/4/6/8/11/12/13-3/7/8), $79.00; Pic 5 (2/4/9-3-4/5-8-3/7/8), 
$478.00; Pic 6 (7-2/4/9-3-4/5-8-3/7/8), $136.50; Pic 6 (7-2/4/9-3-4/5-
8-3/7/8), $9,934.00

Paid Attendance: 40,791.
All Sources Handle: $31,385,863.21.
On Track Handle: $7,078,192.88.

Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.equixbio.com/
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BY TOM LAW
Jeff Bloom scanned the entries for last month’s 

Grade 1 Belmont Derby, found Bloom Racing’s 
Henley’s Joy listed toward the middle of the field 
with a morning-line price of 12-1. He initially didn’t 
give it much thought, knowing a full field for a $1 
million turf stakes for 3-year-olds would be tough.

By post time of the 1 1/4-mile stakes Bloom 
wouldn’t be blamed for being a bit more perplexed 
at his 20-1 price, second longest in the field of 14 
and the longest odds of the Kitten’s Joy colt’s 11-
race career. Tod Marks

Henley’s Joy tries to duplicate his win in the Belmont Derby.

Odds Drop
Don’t expect 20-1 
on Henley’s Joy
in $1 million stakes

SARATOGA DERBY PREVIEW

Continued On Page 33 
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“I’m so much closer to it so I could 
explain the specifics of each and every 
one of these races,” Bloom said ear-
ly Saturday morning over coffee at the 
Morning Line Kitchen. “He’d run a 
bunch of good races. The race at Gulf-
stream in the Kitten’s Joy when he just 
missed, it was a horrible, horrible trip. 
And he really should have won the race 
at Keeneland (in the Transylvania). 

“Even with all that, in those races 
with the near misses he’s been running 
against really good horses. So he was an 
underdog I guess. If you looked at him 
on paper you’d think, ‘He’s a nice horse, 
gets close, doesn’t quite get there,’ but 
the reality is look at some of the horses 
he’s run against – War Of Will and some 
others.”

Supporters of Henley’s Joy were re-
warded in the Belmont Derby when he 
won by three-quarters of a length over 
Social Paranoia to return $43.60. Those 
same backers – and no doubt others on 
the bandwagon – shouldn’t expect that 
type of price when Henley’s Joy takes on 
10 in the inaugural $1 million Saratoga 

Derby Invitational today. Five of the 10 
opponents in the 1 3/16-mile turf event 
ran in the Belmont Derby – Social Para-
noia, Rockemperor (third), Digital Age 
(fourth), Seismic Wave (fifth) and Cape 
Of Good Hope (eighth).

Henley’s Joy is listed as the 4-1 sec-
ond choice on the morning line for the 
second leg of the New York Racing As-
sociation’s Turf Trinity, which emulates 
the American Triple Crown races at 1 
1/4 miles, 1 3/16 miles and 1 1/2 miles 
except on the grass. 

Jose Lezcano, aboard Henley’s Joy for 
trainer Mike Maker for the first time in 
the Belmont Derby, returns on the chest-
nut colt today. 

Bloom credited Lezcano for his ride 
aboard Henley’s Joy in the Belmont Der-
by, which ended a string of close-but-
not-quite finishes. He finished second by 
a half-length in the Grade 3 Transylvania 
at Keeneland, eighth and 3 1/2 lengths 
back in the Grade 2 American Turf on 
Kentucky Derby Day and fourth by 2 
lengths in the Grade 3 Pennine Ridge at 
Belmont. 

“We went into the Belmont Derby 
with super high expectations,” Bloom 
said. “It was just a matter of the horse 

Saratoga Derby –
 Continued from page 32

Tod Marks
Owner Jeff Bloom with Grade 1-winning filly Midnight Bisou.

206
HIP

Filly by Curlin o/o Dawn Raid

Kitty Taylor | Hunter Simms • 859.335.1738 | WarrendaleSales.com

Full-sister to 3x G1 Winner

EXAGGERATOR
From the family of Champion mare EMBUR’S SONG

SELLING TUESDAY, AUGUST 6
AT THE FASIGGTIPTON SARATOGA SALE

Continued On Page 34 
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getting a clean trip. Sure enough he 
got it. Jose gave an absolutely bril-
liant ride on him, from start to finish. 
Those two synched. It was nice for 
him to break through like that and 
get that trip.”

Bred in Kentucky by Ken and Sarah 
Ramsey, Henley’s Joy sold to Wendy 
Hendriks for $20,000 at Fasig-Tip-
ton Midlantic’s fall yearling sale in 

2017 and then brought $50,000 as 
a 2-year-old at OBS April in 2018. 
Bloom signed that ticket, and was im-
mediately rewarded with a July maid-
en win at Ellis Park, a stakes win at 
Kentucky Downs and a nose loss in 
the Grade 3 Bourbon at Keeneland. 
Thirteenth in the Breeders’ Cup Ju-
venile Turf, Henley’s Joy closed his 
2-year-old season with a win in the 
Pulpit Stakes at Gulfstream Park.

He started 2019 with that narrow 
loss in the Kitten’s Joy, when he came up 
a neck short to Friday’s eventual Grade 
2 Hall of Fame winner Casa Creed. 

Bloom and Maker were tempted 
to try Henley’s Joy on dirt, with an 
eye on the spring classics, after that 
race and shipped him to New Orle-
ans in February for the Grade 2 Risen 
Star at Fair Grounds. The experiment 
didn’t work and Henley’s Joy finished 
10th behind eventual Preakness win-
ner War Of Will and adjudged Ken-
tucky Derby winner Country House.

“Typically you don’t think Kitten’s 
Joy on the dirt, but he was a 3-year-
old with that ability,” Bloom said. 
“Mike and I talked about it. It wasn’t 
like we were bypassing any signifi-
cant turf races at that point, so timing 
made the most sense. We figured, let’s 
give it a try and if we’re wrong, no 
harm and no foul. We were wrong. It 
didn’t work out.

“We always had the Turf Trinity 
in the back of our minds. We knew 
we wanted to run there and that the 
horse was going to go longer. It was 
extremely valuable to know this Turf 
Trinity was right around the corner if 
the dirt doesn’t pan out.” 

The Irish-bred Rockemperor 
makes his second start in the United 
States after finishing third in the Bel-
mont Derby for trainer Chad Brown. 
The son of Holy Roman Emperor 
trailed the field early and dropped 
back 13 lengths behind the leader at 
the midpoint of the race before rally-
ing under John Velazquez, who takes 
the return call today. Rockemperor is 
7-2 on the morning line looking for 
his first stakes victory. 

Brown also sends out the race’s 
9-2 third choice in Digital Age, an-
other who raced toward the back of 
the Belmont Derby field before a mild 
rally in the stretch. He finished 2 1/2 
lengths back that day under Irad Or-
tiz Jr., who returns today. 

Others in the field are Grade 3 
Palm Beach winner A Thread Of 
Blue for trainer Kiaran McLaughlin, 
Grade 3 Kent winner Eons for Ar-
naud Delacour, Grade 3 Cecil B. De-
Mille winner Flying Scotsman, Group 
2 winner Mohawk and Henley’s Joy’s 
stablemate Kadar.

Saratoga Derby –
 Continued from page 33

Tod Marks
Rockemperor makes his second start in the U.S. for trainer Chad Brown.
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BY SEAN CLANCY 
Bill Mott stood at the saddling 

stalls near the Paddock Bar waiting to 
saddle Yoshida for the Whitney when 
he was asked about today’s Adiron-
dack hopeful Frank’s Rockette. 

Minutes earlier, Into Mischief’s 
daughter Covfefe had won a thriller 
in the Test. 

“She’s an Into Mischief,” Mott 
said. “They just keep going to the 
winner’s circle.” 

Mott will put that proclamation 
to the test when he sends out Frank’s 
Rockette for her second career start in 
the Grade 2 Adirondack, the fourth 
stakes Sunday. Owned by Frank 
Fletcher Racing Operations, the bay 
filly won her debut, trouncing seven 

rivals by 8 3/4 lengths at Churchill 
Downs June 21. Not known for de-
but winners in June, Mott was asked 
if that had ever happened in his Hall 
of Fame career. 

“We’ve had some win in June, 
maybe May but I don’t know about 
8 and three quarters, I can’t say that,” 
Mott said. 

Bred in Kentucky by Fletcher, 
Frank’s Rockette learned her early 
lessons with Eddie Woods in Ocala 
and came to Mott with a reputation. 

“She was far along,” Mott said. 
“Eddie said she wouldn’t be long to 
be ready.”

With that stamp of approval, Mott 

opted to send Frank’s Rockette to as-
sistant Kenny McCarthy at Churchill 
Downs. 

“They have quite an array of 
2-year-old races down there,” Mott 
said. “They go every weekend so we 
said we’d send her there. She came 
in, I was around her for a little while 
when I was down there for the Derby. 
I liked her, she was straightforward, 
smart, good in the gate, took to the 
gate real quick. She ran, won and 
came up here.”

Frank’s Rockette returned to the 
work tab with a 3-furlong move over 
the Oklahoma July 8 and followed 
that with two more easy works over 
the training track. She zipped a half-
mile over the main track in :48.02 
Monday. 

“She’s been straightforward since 
she’s been here,” Mott said. “Knock 
on wood, everything’s been steady.”

Julien Leparoux has the return call 
on the filly who will be treated with 
Lasix for the first time. 

While Frank’s Rockette was toying 
with maidens at Churchill Downs, 
Magic Dance won twice, including 
the Debutante for trainer Steve As-
mussen. 

Bred and owned by Three Chim-
neys Farm, the daughter of More 
Than Ready breaks from the outside 
stall under Ricardo Santana Jr. 

Gary Gullo takes two swings at the 
Adirondack. Two longshot swings.

The New York-based trainer un-

veiled Miss Peppina to a smart win 
at Belmont Park July 3. The daughter 
of Bayern breaks from post 6 for Joel 
Rosario. 

“Nothing bothers her, nothing rat-
tles her. If you go to maiden special 
in New York, you better have a run-
ner, she had shown me she was good 
but when you run in those races, you 
don’t know who you’re going to run 
into. She ran a good race,” Gullo said. 
“This is enough time for her, it’s the 
logical spot right now. We’ll see how 
good she is, we’ll find out, it’s a tough 
race. For Mott to win first time out 
like that…she could be a Breeders’ 
Cup horse, you don’t know. It’s nice 
to be in it but we’re up against it.”

Big Q won a New York-bred maid-
en here, scoring a half length win 
over eight rivals July 11. Jose Lezcano 
takes the reins from Rosario. 

“She won first time out in a New 
York-bred race, she’s always trained 
good. She’s tough, she doesn’t take 
no (stuff) from anybody but this race 
here, we’re just taking a shot and 
hoping something good happens. The 
1 post isn’t the greatest. You just hope 
the others don’t show up.”

Mark Casse sends out Perfect Al-
ibi. The daughter of Sky Mesa won 
her debut at Churchill Downs before 
finishing second in the Astoria. Irad 
Ortiz Jr. rides for the first time. 

Integral, Just Fly and Mylastfirst-
kiss complete the field. 

Coady Photo
Frank’s Rockette zooms into today’s Adirondack.

ADIRONDACK STAKES PREVIEW

Rocking It
Mott’s filly makes stakes debut  
after huge debut win in Kentucky

http://www.pizzadelivery.farm/
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GRADUATING OVER

250 STAKES WINNERS
       MULTIPLE CLASSIC WINNERS
          AND A CHAMPION

Photos: Hoofprints,Inc.

LEGACY STABLELEGACY STABLE
BREAK AND TRAIN YOUR PROSPECTS // FRESHEN YOUR OLDER HORSES

EONS // WINNER OF FOUR IN A ROW, INCLUDING KENT S.-G3

GOTHAM GALA // WINNER OF THE OBEAH STAKES

ALSO: LEMONADE THURSDAY Runaway winner of an allowance at Monmouth in first start of the season.

BRAD STAUFFER 803-640-1454 // RON STEVENS 803-640-5009 // BASED AT THE WORLD-FAMOUS AIKEN TRAINING TRACK // LEGACYAIKEN@AOL.COM

    CENTRAL KENTUCKY’S FINEST HORSE FARMS  
         Hill & Regan Parker  (859) 608-8039               

                  www.LexHorseFarms.com 

3264 Jones 
Lane, 

Frankfort 

A one of a 
kind farm 
with the 
Elkhorn 

Creek on two sides. 158 acres of land w/
a charming 100 year-old farm house. 

The house was completely renovated in 
1988 and has 9' ceilings, poplar floors, 2 

1/2 baths, huge eat-in kitchen & extra 
large family room, The farm has 2 

barns; one over-sized, 50 x 100 ft. equip-
ment barn with concrete floors, the oth-
er is a tobacco barn that has been con-

verted to a livestock/feed barn.  

Sellers will divide.  $995,000 

                         “Real Horse People helping Real Horse People” 

2888 Rush Branch Road, 
Bradfordsville 

Unique Location is 
tucked away and safe. 

The ranch offers 177.46 
surveyed acres of lush, 

secure privacy, vast hard-
wood timber reserves, 

and Cedar Keep, one of 
the most unique private homes in the state of Ken-

tucky-clad entirely in western red cedar sitting atop a 
red sandstone outcrop surrounded on 3 sides by 

streams & waterfalls. The property includes the larg-
est water garden in Kentucky, a separate 1,200 sq. ft. 

tenant house, 2 barns, corrals, paddocks, run-in sheds, 
automatic waterers in pastures & paddocks. The prop-

erty is located at the end of a 3 mile long dead end 
road and offers the security of one way in, one way 

out access. $1,199,000 

4875  

Bryan 
Station 
Road, 
Paris 

This 
260 acre 
horse 

farm sports 31 stalls in 2 barns, 2 auxil-
iary residences, multiple equipment 
barns and run-in sheds, gated entry, 
European style walker, double fenced 
paddocks with stately trees, and some 
of the best soils. Kentucky Oaks win-
ner Luv Me Luv Me Not and multiple 
other grade 1 winners were born and 
raised here! Additional acreage     
available.  $4,750,000 

http://www.lexhorsefarms.com/
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BY TOM LAW
Ian Wilkes looks at Gentle Ruler 

and sees an opportunity for any own-
er willing to listen.

“It took 12 starts to break her 
maiden and now she’s won four in a 
row,” Wilkes said in his hypothetical 
pitch outside his barn at Clare Court 
Saturday morning. “She’s a graded 
stakes winner. You just have to be pa-
tient with me.”

Wilkes, who sends out the 4-year-
old daughter of Colonel John in to-
day’s Grade 3 Fasig-Tipton Waya 
going 11 furlongs on the grass at 
Saratoga, sensed what the response 
might be from said owner. 

“Can we compromise and only 
have six starts before you break their 
maidens?”

Wilkes is thankful he didn’t ex-
change the above conversation with 
Franz Morsches, owner and breeder 
of Gentle Ruler. Morsches stayed pa-
tient while Wilkes worked with the 
filly out of the winning Cozzene mare 
Winikins, who needed nine starts to 
break her maiden in 2004 and 2005.

Gentle Ruler, winner of the Grade 
3 Robert G. Dick at Delaware Park 
July 6 and the 5-2 second choice for 
the Waya, ran a little better than her 
dam during that skid to start her ca-
reer. She finished second twice, third 
five times and fourth twice, earning 
$84,250. Winikins finished third twice 
and fourth twice during her stretch. 

Wilkes said the filly grew up from 
3 to 4 and success followed. Gen-
tle Ruler went from maiden winner 
in March to graded stakes winner 
in July, with another stakes victory 
along with way at Churchill Downs. 

“She was a filly that at 2 and 3 she 
wouldn’t go to the track without a 
pony. She had to have a pony,” Wil-
kes said. “Just wouldn’t do things 
right. Then all of a sudden this year 
she goes to the track, no problem, 
does everything right. It’s like good 
wine, got better with age.”

Tracey Wilkes, the trainer’s wife 
and one of the barn’s exercise riders, 
didn’t miss a beat off that statement.

“Like me,” she said, relaxing over 
morning coffee and a bagel with son-
in-law Chris Landeros after the barn’s 
training was complete for the day. 

“Of course dear,” Wilkes said 
before going back to Gentle Ruler. 
“That’s the key. She’s matured. This 
year she’s a different filly. She’s got 
into a nice rhythm and she likes what 
she’s doing. She ran good then, made 
some money. She was paying her way, 
yes, but we weren’t winning. Now 
we’re winning.”

 Wilkes hopes for another win 
against five others in today’s turf mar-
athon on the inner course. Landeros 
rode Gentle Ruler for her four wins 
and rides again today. 

Santa Monica looks to extend her 
own win streak to three – all grad-
ed races – when she goes out as the 
even-money favorite on the program 
for trainer Chad Brown. The En-
glish-bred Mastercraftsman mare 
won the Grade 3 Orchid at Gulfst-
ream Park and Grade 3 Sheepshead 
Bay at Belmont this spring after start-
ing the season with a second in the 
Grade 3 La Prevoyante at Gulfstream. 

Jose Ortiz takes the call on Santa 
Monica, second in last year’s Grade 
2 Glens Falls going the same distance 
on the grass at the end of the meet. 

 Brown also entered 7-2 third 
choice Fools Gold, on the board in 
three straight stakes including a run-
ner-up in the River Memories going 
12 furlongs on the turf at Belmont 
July 5. 

Theodora B., second to Gentle 
Ruler at Delaware; Sky Full Of Stars, 
fifth in the River Memories and sev-
enth in last year’s Grade 1 E.P. Taylor 
at Woodbine; and Canadian shipper 
Get Explicit, the winner of three and 
$201,907 on turf, complete the field.

Celebrate Quick Call’s 35th Birthday and help us gather 1,000 Gifts of $35 in 
his honor during the 2019 Saratoga racing meet! Learn about his amazing racing 
and retirement careers, and make your $35 Gift today: TRFinc.org/QuickCall.

1,000 WISHES FOR QUICK CALL
SARATOGA’S “HORSE FOR THE COURSE”

Sean Clancy
Gentle Ruler eyes her fifth lifetime win.

WAYA STAKES PREVIEW

Patience Pays
Maturity matters when it comes 
to current success of Gentle Ruler

thisishorseracing.com 
Home of The Special & a lot more

https://trfinc.org/quickcall
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LINCOLN COLLINS
Lincoln@KernThoroughbreds.com

CALL FOR MORE INFO:
502-773-1989

JOE MILLER
Joe@KernThoroughbreds.com

TRITON STABLE  –  STAKES RACING PARTNERSHIP

75% Blacktype horses 
and 42% Stakes Winners

MULTIPLE STAKES WINNER 
ICKYMASHO

www.SupportHorseRacing.org

CONTRIBUTE.

Help us help horse racing in D.C.

You can help the NTRA’s federal legislative team 
advocate in Washington, D.C., by contributing to 
the  NTRA 1/4% Check-Off Program when you buy 
and sell at major domestic thoroughbred sales. 

For more information, contact Joe Bacigalupo 
joeb@NTRA.com.

NTRA 1/4% Check-off Program

https://www.ntra.com/legislative/
https://www.kernthoroughbreds.com/
https://www.davies-davies.com/
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In
Barn 10

Good Luck 
to Grade 1 stakes winner 
Henley’s Joy in today’s 

Saratoga Derby. 

Sold by us. 
Come find the next one. 

Need 
attention?

We provide 
complete equine, 

farm, and 
liability coverages.

Lexington, Kentucky, USA   t  859.231.0213  f  859.231.0206

www.equineinsurance.com

THE NEUMAN INSURANCE GROUP
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BY TOM LAW
Don’t stop if you’ve read this be-

fore. Seriously, don’t. 
All right, do as you must but don’t 

say we didn’t warn you. 
A field of older New York-bred 

sprinters will line up today for the 
$100,000 John Morrissey Stakes. 

The cast includes a runner trained 
by a rookie trainer for a partnership 
that he’s a part of with his brother, a 
multiple stakes winner taking a drop 
back to the state-bred ranks off back-
to-back graded tries, a stakes winner 
with an 0-for-6 record at Saratoga and 
a 5-year-old making just his eighth 
start and first since late January. 

There’s a few more, too, but you 
probably get the gist. 

Sound familiar? It should since the 
6 1/2-furlong Morrissey drew nearly 
the same field it did when originally 
carded for July 25. The race didn’t 
go that day, along with seven others 
that were canceled when rain poured 
down on an unsealed main track and 
left a sea of slop at Saratoga. Six were 
entered originally, from the inside out 
Gold For The King, Celtic Chaos, 
Saratoga Giro, Build To Suit, Eye Luv 
Lulu and T Loves A Fight. 

Those six are back and were joined 
on the overnight by Vincento, a win-
ner of back-to-back starts including a Tod Marks

T Loves A Fight looks for his fourth consecutive win for trainer Orlando Noda.

JOHN MORRISSEY STAKES PREVIEW

Try Again
Early field returns, plus one,  
as NY-bred stakes finds new date

Continued On Page 41 
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9-furlong allowance Opening Day. 
The draw shook out quite a bit 

different, with the most significant 
change in T Loves A Fight going from 
the extreme outside to the rail and 
Gold For The King going from the 
rail to post 6. The others, except Eye 
Luv Lulu, land again in the middle to 
mash it up when the Morrissey goes 
as the third of 11 races today with a 
2:10 p.m. post. 

T Loves A Fight, again a longshot 
on the morning line at 12-1, bids for 
his fourth straight win for trainer 
and co-owner Orlando Noda. The 
5-year-old Girolamo gelding won a 6 
1/2-furlong state-bred optional claim-
er 11 days before the original Mor-
rissey was scheduled. 

Noda campaigns T Loves A Fight, 
who he claimed for $10,000 at Bel-
mont Park May 12, with his brother 
Jonathan in the name Noda Brothers 
LLC. 

Noda went out on his own after 
working for Mark Casse on the track 
and at his training center in Ocala. 
Noda and his wife Malani helped 
break babies there and Noda soaked 
in as much as as  possible from the 
Canadian Hall of Fame trainer’s op-
eration. 

Noda also learned from his father 
Jose Noda-Fernandez, who trained in 
South Florida and the Mid-Atlantic 
off and on from 1991 to 2017. 

T Loves A Fight, a stakes winner 
for retired trainer Mike Hushion in 
2017 and a two-time participant in 
the Morrissey, provided Noda with 
his first victory for a $12,500 tag June 
13. He then served up the second and 
third wins for the 30-year-old trainer. 

“All it really takes is one horse, it 
can make your name,” Noda said in 
late July. “I got my first client after the 
race. An owner called me, gave me 
two horses and wants to claim other 
ones. I haven’t gotten any other own-
ers, but I hope to. We’re still growing. 
I’m sure if we light up the tote board 
(today) we’ll get some calls.”

T Loves A Fight finished seventh 
behind New York-bred legend Week-
end Hideaway in last year’s Morrissey 
and fourth in Celtic Chaos’ score in 
2017. T Loves A Fight topped Week-
end Hideaway in a Saratoga allow-
ance race by 1 3/4 lengths in his next 

start after the 2017 Morrissey. He ran 
in the two editions of the Morrissey 
and the allowance for Michelle Nevin 
before being transferred to Linda Rice 
that fall. 

T Loves A Fight made 12 straight 
starts for a tag from November 2018 
through his most recent win, chang-
ing hands twice before Noda and his 
brother dropped the claim. 

“Physically he was a really classy 
horse, muscular everywhere,” Noda 
said, discussing his impressions of the 
gelding before and after the claim. 
“Overall his attitude, training and 
in the stall, I’ve never been around a 
cleaner horse. He’s just very classy on 
the track. Wherever you put him he 
won’t fight you, just very classy over-
all.

“I thought he was the real deal 
when I worked him 5 furlongs and 
he went in (:59.55 May 25) in hand. 
That was a pretty decent workout. 
After that I thought they might claim 
him for $12,500 but no one touched 
him. That was surprising because 
when we claimed him it was a five-
way shake.”

Gold For The King goes out for his 
owner and breeder Francis Paolangeli 
and trainer Charlton Baker. He faced 
graded company in his last two starts, 
including a sixth behind Catalina 
Cruiser in the Grade 2 True North at 
Belmont June 7. The 5-year-old Posse 
gelding finished fourth in last year’s 
Morrissey.

Eye Luv Lulu seeks his first win at 
Saratoga in seven starts and comes off 
back-to-back stakes-placings down-
state against New York-breds for Ja-
son Servis. 

Build To Suit comes off an almost 
seven-month layoff and returns to 
the state-bred ranks for the first time 
since late in the 2017 Saratoga meet. 
The 5-year-old Dominus ridgling 
went to the sidelines from mid-Octo-
ber 2017 until he won a 6 1/2-furlong 
open-company allowance Jan. 26 at 
Aqueduct. 

John Morrissey –
 Continued from page 40
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Sunday, August 4.
1ST (1:00PM). $90,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Pure Wow ...................... J. Rosario ........................ J. Terranova II .............. 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Foreign Exchange ........... L. Saez ............................. D. Lukas ..................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Mirabell Mei ................... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Terranova II .............. 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Daphne Moon ................ J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart .................. 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............Lucky Dime .................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 4-1
6  ..... 6 ............Ill Will ............................. C. Landeros ..................... G. Contessa ................ 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Weekend Fun ................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 3-1

2ND (1:36PM). $34,000, CLM $12,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Orpheus (ARG) .............. R. Maragh ........................ C. Martin ...................... 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Data Driven .................... M. Franco ........................ D. Gargan ..................... 8-5
3  ..... 3 ............Love That Jazz ............... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Ferraro .................. 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Getoffmyback ................. L. Saez ............................. R. Diodoro .................... 9-2
5  ..... 5 ............Curious Cal .................... D. Davis ........................... J. Navarro .................... 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Adulation ........................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Ryerson .................. 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Professor Snape ............ K. Carmouche .................. R. Barbara .................... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............A Different Style ............. R. Santana, Jr. ................. T. Amoss ...................... 4-1

3RD (2:10PM). $100,000, STK - THE JOHN MORRISSEY, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............T Loves a Fight ............... J. Alvarado ...................... O. Noda ...................... 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Celtic Chaos ................... D. Davis ........................... B. Cox .......................... 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Vincento ......................... J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice ........................ 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Build to Suit ................... M. Franco ........................ C. Brown ...................... 3-1
5  ..... 5 ............Saratoga Giro ................. J. Flores ........................... P. Barrow .................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Gold for the King ............ J. Rosario ........................ C. Baker ........................ 2-1
7  ..... 7 ............Eye Luv Lulu .................. J. Lezcano ....................... J. Servis ....................... 5-2

4TH (2:45PM). $90,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... MTO ......Tonapita ......................... . Rider TBA ...................... C. Clement.................... 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Bridal Path ..................... J. Rosario ........................ C. McGaughey III ....... 10-1
3  ..... 3 ............Crystalle ......................... C. Landeros ..................... J. Kimmel ................... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Situation Room .............. J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Sketches of Spain (IRE) . I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 5-2
6  ..... 6 ............Swanage ........................ L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Livin At the Beach .......... D. Davis ........................... C. Clement.................... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Sparkling Sky ................. J. Ortiz ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 4-1
9  ..... 9 ............Osaka Girl ...................... M. Franco ........................ B. Lynch ....................... 5-1
10..... 10 ..........Miss My Macho ............. R. Maragh ........................ K. Ritvo ...................... 15-1

5TH (3:21PM). $200,000, STK - FASIG-TIPTON  WAYA, 3 & UP, F & M , 1 1/2M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Get Explicit ..................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. B. Minshall ................. 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Fools Gold ...................... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Theodora B. ................... J. Bravo ........................... M. Dickinson .............. 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Santa Monica (GB) ......... J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 1-1
5  ..... 5 ............Sky Full of Stars (GER) .. J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................. 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Gentle Ruler ................... C. Landeros ..................... I. Wilkes ....................... 5-2

6TH (4:03PM). $52,000, CLM $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Proletariat ...................... J. Alvarado ...................... L. Gyarmati ................ 30-1
2  ..... 2 ............The Caretaker ................. L. Saez ............................. K. McLaughlin .............. 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Playthatfunnymusic ....... L. Reyes .......................... M. Kantarmaci ............ 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Blue Belt ......................... C. Landeros ..................... D. Schettino ................. 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Manifest Destiny ............ R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Rodriguez .............. 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Candid Desire ................. E. Cancel .......................... J. Navarro .................... 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............O Shea Can U See .......... M. Franco ........................ L. Rice ........................ 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Tribecca.......................... K. Carmouche .................. J. Toscano, Jr. .............. 6-1
9  ..... 9 ............Summer Bourbon .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 9-2
10..... 10 ..........Sundae On Sunday ......... R. Maragh ........................ M. Ferraro .................. 15-1
11..... 11 ..........Joe’s Smokin Gun .......... D. Davis ........................... T. Hills ........................ 30-1
12..... 12 ..........Gypsum Johnny ............. J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart .................. 8-1

7TH (4:38PM). $95,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Final Frontier .................. J. Lezcano ....................... T. Albertrani .................. 5-2
2  ..... 2 ............Pagliacci ......................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Rice .......................... 5-1
3  ..... MTO ......Fuel the Bern .................. . Rider TBA ...................... D. Gargan ..................... 7-2
4  ..... 4 ............Stolen Pistol ................... L. Saez ............................. J. Sharp ........................ 9-2
5  ..... 5 ............Tibr ................................ M. Franco ........................ H. Motion ................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Aveenu Malcainu ............ J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart ................ 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Ghoul (BRZ) ................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. M. Casse .................... 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Adonis Creed .................. J. Rosario ........................ B. Cox .......................... 4-1
9  ..... 9 ............Battle Station .................. J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Shiny Copper Penny ....... J. Martinez ....................... D. Seyler .................... 50-1
11..... 11 ..........I’m Corfu ........................ A. Cox .............................. W. Rice ....................... 15-1
12..... MTO ......Ruler of the Nile ............. M. Franco ........................ M. Lauer ....................... 3-1
13..... MTO ......Sudden Surprise ............ . Rider TBA ...................... D. Cannizzo ................ 12-1

8TH (5:13PM). $80,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Moyne Spun ................... L. Saez ............................. B. Cox ........................ 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Way Smart ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. H. Bond ........................ 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Star of the East .............. M. Franco ........................ B. Lynch ....................... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Noble Jewel .................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. C. Martin .................... 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Love and Love ................ E. Cancel .......................... M. Miceli .................... 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............Discreet Image ............... K. Carmouche .................. D. Donk ...................... 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Lem Me Have It .............. D. Davis ........................... B. Levine .................... 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Chiclet’s Dream .............. J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 2-1
9  ..... 9 ............Ascender ........................ L. Reyes .......................... M. Nevin ..................... 20-1
10..... 10 ..........Rumor Driven ................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 8-1
11..... 11 ..........Abraxan .......................... C. Landeros ..................... G. Sciacca .................. 30-1
12..... 12 ..........Summer Squeeze ........... R. Maragh ........................ M. Hennig .................... 6-1
13..... AE..........A Little Faith ................... J. Velazquez ..................... B. Levine ...................... 7-2
14..... AE..........Barrel of Destiny ............ J. Rosario ........................ J. Hertler .................... 10-1
15..... AE..........Grand Banks .................. J. Alvarado ...................... H. Bond ...................... 15-1
16..... MTO ......Behind the Couch ........... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Englehart .................. 8-5

9TH (5:48PM). $1,000,000, STK - THE SARATOGA DERBY INVITATIONAL, 3 YO, 1 3/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Henley’s Joy ................... J. Lezcano ....................... M. Maker ...................... 4-1
2  ..... 2 ............Social Paranoia .............. M. Franco ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............A Thread of Blue ............ L. Saez ............................. K. McLaughlin ............ 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Rockemperor (IRE) ........ J. Velazquez ..................... C. Brown ...................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Eons ............................... T. McCarthy ..................... A. Delacour ................ 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Kadar ............................. J. Ortiz ............................. M. Maker .................... 30-1
7  ..... 7 ............Cape of Good Hope (IRE) ........................................ J. Leparoux ........A. O’Brien 
15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Digital Age (IRE) ............ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 9-2
9  ..... 9 ............Seismic Wave................. J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ........................ 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Mohawk (IRE) ................ W. Lordan ........................ A. O’Brien ................... 10-1
11..... 11 ..........Flying Scotsman ............ R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Sisterson ................ 15-1

10TH (6:23PM). $200,000, STK - THE ADIRONDACK, 2 YO, F , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Big Q .............................. J. Lezcano ....................... G. Gullo ...................... 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............Frank’s Rockette ............. J. Leparoux ...................... W. Mott ........................ 2-1
3  ..... 3 ............Perfect Alibi ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Casse ...................... 9-2
4  ..... 4 ............Integral ........................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................. 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Mylastfirstkiss ................ C. Landeros ..................... A. Quartarolo .............. 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............Miss Peppina ................. J. Rosario ........................ G. Gullo ........................ 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Just Fly .......................... L. Saez ............................. J. Sharp ...................... 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Magic Dance .................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 7-5

thisishorseracing.com
Home of The Special 

& a lot more
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11TH (6:57PM). $90,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 5 ............Asdaaf ............................ D. Davis ........................... K. McLaughlin ............ 15-1
1a  .... MTO ......Motataabeq .................... . Rider TBA ...................... K. McLaughlin ............ 15-1
2  ..... 1 ............Ownitifyouwantit ............ J. Lezcano ....................... T. Albertrani ................ 10-1
3  ..... 2 ............Malthael ......................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................... 5-1
4  ..... 3 ............Southern Bridge ............. J. Velazquez ..................... W. Mott ...................... 15-1
5  ..... 4 ............Duress ........................... M. Franco ........................ R. Ribaudo ................. 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............Downside Risk ............... J. Alvarado ...................... B. Tagg ......................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Point of Humor .............. T. McCarthy ..................... E. Davis ...................... 30-1
8  ..... 8 ............Standup ......................... J. Castellano .................... T. Pletcher .................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Cardiff Cay ..................... J. Bravo ........................... D. Chatlos .................. 12-1
10..... 10 ..........Doswell .......................... J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 5-2
11..... 11 ..........Good Governance (GB) .. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 4-1
12..... 12 ..........Bad Dude ....................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. P. Serpe ...................... 20-1
13..... AE..........Alfons Walde (IRE) ......... J. Velazquez ..................... C. Murphy .................. 12-1
14..... AE..........Embellisher .................... J. Leparoux ...................... K. McPeek .................... 8-1
15..... MTO ......Patagonia ....................... . Rider TBA ...................... T. Pletcher .................... 2-1

Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Xpressbet Customers have Access to the XBTV Workout 
Report, featuring Workouts for Today’s Contenders!

 
Log In to your Xpressbet account to see the report. 

Sign Up at Xpressbet.com/SPECIAL.

FAIR HILL FLASHBACK

On August 8, 2009, Bullsbay won the Whitney Handicap earning
Fair Hill-based trainer, Graham Motion his first Grade I win on dirt.

Proud past, infinite future.  Learn more at FairHillFoundation.org

Look for it in Saratoga  
or robinwilliamsbooks.com

Louisa Ferncliff is a fixer. She fixes horses  
with scrambled eggs for brains and counsels 

lost souls on the backstretch of the racetrack...

“Always a winner! 
Come along for the ride!”
– Rita Mae Brown, mystery writer

For more than 40 years, 
Engel Law Offices 

has represented horsemen 
with their legal issues, 

and continues to do so.

Licensing
Partnership Formation

Gaming Comm. Hearings
Other Legal Matters 

“Lengths ahead of the field”

518-430-0005
855-677-5155

www.engelatty.com

http://fairhillfoundation.org/turf/
http://www.engelatty.com/
https://www.robinwilliamsbooks.com/
https://kentuckydowns.com/racing
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Lucky Dime
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Tom
Law

Charles
Bedard

John
Shapazian

Annise 
Montplaisir

Guest Handicapper
Today’s guest handicapper is Annise Montplaisir, a former member of the editorial 
team at The Saratoga Special and about to enter her second year with the Godolphin 
Flying Start program. Nicknamed “Fargo” during her two-year run with The Special in 
2015 and 2016, Annise graduated from North Dakota State University 

and worked previous internships at  Fasig-Tipton, Keeneland and the American Quar-
ter Horse Association. Saturday, Michael Venezia picked three winners. 
• The guest win total does not include Wednesdays, when only the regular handicap-
pers’ picks appear at thisishorseracing.com. 

Leading Guest Handicapper of 2019: Joe Burke with five wins.

Rob
Whitlock
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Good luck to 
EONS
in today’s
Saratoga Derby

Purchased by 
Clancy Bloodstock

RIVERDEE STABLE &  
CLANCY BLOODSTOCK
Anne & Sean Clancy
Middleburg, VA

Sean 302-545-7713  
sean@thisishorseracing.com

www.riverdeestable.comEONS 
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To donate a horse or make a contribution,  

visit www.NEWVOCATIONS.org  

or contact andrea@horseadoption.com  

or call (859) 252-9574.

Serving over 500 horses a year.

Finding that  
perfect match is 
PRICELESS...

Retiree: Mr Conductor

SUCCESS BEYOND 
THE TR ACK

0Classic

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414

 www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709

Carol Holden  |  President
Theresa Bitner  |  Exec. Sec.

Sam Huff  |  Chairman Emeritus

S A T U R D A Y
OCT. 12, 2019
POST TIME 7:00 PM

WVBC XXXII WInnEr
runnIn’TOLuVya

Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic
and the Breeders Classics Races

proven to be a

http://wvbc.com/wordpress/
http://riverdeestable.com/cms/
http://www.newvocations.org/
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Mani Bhavan
Adirondack 2008

BY JOE CLANCY
With his usual idea of adding a pinhooking 

prospect to the squad, Mike Ryan looked at Hip 
2763 at Keeneland September in 2007 and went 
home with a dark bay daughter of Storm Boot 
for $30,000.

Consigned and bred by Hermitage Farm, she 
was the first foal from the Coronado’s Quest 
mare Rehear and carried a little pedigree thanks 
to relatives Turkappeal, Pink Champagne, Turk 
Passer, Speightstown and a few others.

“She was medium-sized, very stout and very 
strong,” Ryan remembered, during a pause in 
his morning on the Saratoga backstretch late last 
month. She went to Florida and was always very 
nice with Niall (Brennan). Of course, she failed to 
meet her reserve at her first sale and at her second 
got some veterinary feedback consignors dread.

“She’d never been sore, never had any heat, 
nothing, but she came up with a chip in her 
knee,” Ryan said. “There was no sense putting 
her through the ring.”

Ryan and Brennan tried to make a Plan B. The 
X-rays didn’t lie. One veterinarian said surgery 
was the best option. Another said don’t bother. 
Ryan chose the latter opinion, and called trainer 
Steve Klesaris.

“Take her, and if you don’t like her in a month 
send her home and we’ll take the chip out and 
start over,” Ryan told Klesaris, who took the filly 
to his base at Delaware Park. A month later, Kle-
saris called.

“I like this filly,” he told Ryan. “She’s doing 
everything right.”

In reality, there was more to the story – and the 
horse. Because she’d prepped for two sales, the 
filly came to Klesaris pretty far along and stepped 
through her early lessons at the racetrack until it 
was time to start looking at races.

“In a short amount of time she just started 
doing better and better,” Klesaris said Saturday. 
“She got pretty close to running and I tested her 
to see how quick she could go and she worked 
three-eighths in like 33 seconds. I looked at my 
watch and said, ‘Nah.’ A week later I did same 

thing and it said 33 seconds. I can’t be wrong 
twice.”

He wasn’t. 
Named Mani Bhavan for a museum in India 

dedicated to Gandhi, she won her debut by 9 1/4 
lengths at Delaware in July 2008 – laying waste 
to five others including an Unbridled’s Song filly 
from the Klesaris barn. 

Of course, Ryan’s phone started ringing with 
interested purchasers. The discussions halted 
when he mentioned the bone chip, so they aimed 
for Saratoga. They skipped the Schuylerville 
when it rained on Opening Day. The $150,000 
Adirondack, a Grade 2 going 6 1/2 furlongs Aug. 

13, became the new target. And Mani Bhavan 
hit it, hard. She led at every step, drawing off to 
score by 7 lengths as jockey Alan Garcia checked 
the infield screen for competition. The winner’s 
circle was was more crowded than the finish line.

Klesaris summed it up afterward.
“She’s got an explosive first, second and third 

step,” he told The Special then. “Her first 100 
yards is incredible. I told Alan in the paddock, 
‘I’d like to think you can sit outside and watch 
everybody, but I don’t think that’s going to hap-
pen. I think you’ll be 2, 3 (lengths) in front like 
that.’ ”

Saratoga Memories, presented by Keeneland, is an ongoing series that looks back  
at some of the top moments from Keeneland Sales graduates among Saratoga’s best racing.

Continued On Page 47 

NYRA Photo
Mani Bhavan wins the 

 2008 Adirondack at Saratoga.
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Does This  
Look  

 Familiar?
You Need Us!

An online business solution for 
Thoroughbred Professionals

Contact TRACY ATTFIELD   
(954) 647-3220  •  TLORE.NET

Used by the best  
horsemen in the game!TL

TLore

	  

	  

	  

	  

Available for  
appraisals and  

consultations in  
Saratoga for the  

2019 Meet!

Osprey, Ltd
www.ospreyarms.com
Selling the World’s

Finest Firearms
Wanted to Buy: Single Items or Entire Collections

Shotguns, Rifles and Double Rifles for 
the Collector, Investor and  
Discerning Sportsman
info@ospreyarms.com
516.652-3912

Garcia was a length clear after a 
quarter-mile in :22.36, in front by 4 in 
the stretch and all alone at the finish.

Eleven years later, Ryan paid credit 
to that acceleration, too.

“She won her races in the first 
half-furlong,” he said. “It’s either 
natural to them or not. You can’t buy 
that.”

Klesaris client Jeff Puglisi came in 
as a partner after the Grade 2 win, 
and Mani Bhavan put on another dis-
play as she became a Grade 1 winner 
in Saratoga’s Spinaway 18 days after 
the Adirondack.

Her third victory in as many starts 
was just like the others, fast early and 
over soon as she won again to collect 
$150,000 in purse money and give 
Klesaris his first Grade 1 win. He’d 
get his second a few weeks later with 
Sky Diva in the Frizette. 

They tried going two turns with 
Mani Bhavan in Keeneland’s Alcib-
iades in October, which didn’t work, 
and she made two starts as a 3-year-

old before being retired and sold to 
Australian connections as a brood-
mare prospect. Her foals include a 
Fastnet Rock colt who fetched $1.6 
million as a yearling.

The success proves, yet again, that 
you never know where horses will 
take you. Mani Bhavan, unsold as 
a 2-year-old because of a bone chip, 
turned into a Grade 1 winner who 
earned $267,000 on the racetrack and 
generated far more as a broodmare.

“Typically, if there’s something 
there, you get to the races, try to per-
form as well as you can and try to sell 
them,” said Klesaris of the goal with 
such horses. “That’s the plan in mind. 
She turned out really good for all in-
volved.”

Klesaris has won 1,613 races and, 
like all trainers, gets his hands on fast 
horses now and then. Mani Bhavan 
still holds a special spot.

“She had such a strong hip and rear 
end,” he said. “It looked like a V12 
back there. At the drop of the dime, 
when the gates opened, you couldn’t 
believe how fast she was. I’ve never 
had a horse that quick away from 
there.”

Mani Bhavan –
 Continued from page 46

Facebook, yelp, Instagram, Tri-
pAdvisor

http://ihdvstallions.com/weekend-hideaway.html
https://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
https://www.tlore.net/main/index.cfm?
http://www.ospreyarms.com/
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RACING RETURNS
AUGUST 8 - SEPTEMBER 7  |  THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS AT 5PM 

$500,000 in Daily Purses  $1.8 MILLION in Stakes Purses
$250,000 G-3 Virginia Derby on Saturday, August 31

Owner/Trainer Participation Incentives

BY TERRY HILL
The 12th annual Jockeys vs. 

Horsemen charity basketball game 
came down to the wire. Thursday 
night’s contest was a see-saw battle 
with the lead changing hands several 
times before the Jocks took the lead 
with a minute and a half to go and 
played slow-down the rest of the way 
to ice the victory 56-53 at the Sarato-
ga Springs YMCA.

More than 300 people joined the 
fun, among them a large number of 
people named Englehart. 

There was also an Englehart on 
the court, the trainer Jeremiah, who 
played a solid game at forward for the 
Horsemen. Jeremiah’s greatest contri-
bution, however, was recruiting his 

cousin Austin Reed for the team.
Reed, in street clothes the executive 

director of the Finger Lakes Horse-
men’s Benevolent and Protective As-
sociation, led all players in scoring 
with 20, including six three-point-
ers. But it wasn’t enough against a 
balanced Jockey attack that saw 11 
Jockeys score.

The game benefitted the New York 
chapter of the Race Track Chaplain-
cy of America, which runs programs 
to help the backstretch community. 
Humberto Chavez, the New York 
chaplain, expressed the organization’s 
gratitude for the participation of 
players and fans.

Horsemen coach, Todd Pletcher, 
sat at the end of the bench looking 
much like he does at the track – sage 

and unflappable. But just five hours 
earlier he’d watched Irad Ortiz Jr. 
guide the barn’s Inside Risk to victory 
in the third race at the track. 

Now Pletcher was seeing a pesky 
Ortiz, clearly the most intense player 
on the court, steal balls and start fast 
breaks to help beat the Horsemen. 
Englehart called Irad “a defensive 
specialist.”

When the players were announced 
before the game, there were three Or-
tizes: Irad, Jose and a third brother 
named “Junior.” The tallest of the 
brothers and, in fact, of all the play-
ers on the court stands 6-foot-10 and 
looks suspiciously like former NBA 
star Charles Smith of the Los Angeles 
Clippers and the New York Knicks.

After the game, he came clean and 
admitted that he was in fact Smith.

After the game, he assessed the 
skills of teammates Manny Franco 
and Jose Ortiz. 

Franco led the Jockeys with 11 
points and Jose Ortiz added 9. How 
did Smith think they’d fare in the next 
NBA draft?

Englehart had already offered his 
opinion: “I think Manny’s a first 
rounder and Jose, high in the second.”

Smith disagreed. “I think they’ll go 
undrafted because of their size, but in 
the end they’ll both make the league 
on sheer hustle.”

When asked if he’d be declaring for 
next year’s draft, Franco said he was 
committed to racing. Jose Ortiz, on 
the other hand, hesitated a moment as 
if considering it, before he too turned 
down the idea.

Englehardt summed up every-
body’s experience with the game, one 
of the closest in history as the horse-
men are typically run out of the gym 
despite the size advantage.

“It was a whole lot of fun.” 
See you next year.

Terry Hill
The teams gathered for a post-game photo to thank sponsors and donors.

Jocks outrun NY 
horsemen in hoops

Guess Who’s in Town...

Welcome to Saratoga

Annie & Miles 

https://www.colonialdowns.com/
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SARATOGA’S BEST BETS

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

YOUR business here! 
Just $800 for the ENTIRE SARATOGA SEASON!

Email: joe@thisishorseracing.com

Blue Streak Racing, LLC
Thoroughbred Horse Racing Syndicate

Tim McCoy
Owner/Managing Partner

(571) 355-3399
BlueStreakRacingLLC@gmail.com
www.BlueStreakRacingLLC.com

MEET US AT SARATOGA

Get local representation. Pay lower commissions.
Find your Saratoga dream home or dream investment today

Karen Wojcik-Hess  Homes

(518) 366-8141 • kwhhomes@gmail.com • KarenGoNY.com

CROWN REALTY

LouiseMRealtor@gmail.com

LOUISE P MULLER BROKER ASSOC.

The summer place to be? Saratoga.
The winter place to be? Florida.
Call to find your place in the sun.

(772) 913-1596     LouiseMuller.com.

BURKE EQUINE

Just minutes from Saratoga Race Course

Veterinary Care & Rehabilitation

BurkeEquineTherapy.com

• Rehabilitation
• Post-Surgical Care
• Veterinary Sports Medicine
• Conditioning
• Aquapacer, training track, grass gallops
• ECB saltwater spa
• 24-hour veterinary care

stowe.burke@gmail.com

Stowe Burke, DVM
(518) 210-4322

A N N A  H O L L A N D E R
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

( 5 1 8 )  4 8 8 - 7 9 5 0

P R I O R I T I Z E 
Y O U R S E L F

S W E D I S H H I L L F A R M A N D S P A . C O M

SuzyHaslup_Saratoga_BC_July2019.qxp_Layout 1  7/16/19  7:34 P

TAYLOR, HARRIS INSURANCE SERVICES
WORLDWIDE EQUINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

ANNE CLANCY
917-446-2848

akclancy@riverd.net

– Early email notice of new editions    

– A Saratoga Special hat and sticker

– Invitations to special events we haven’t scheduled yet. 

– Other bene� ts we’re still dreaming up...

Th e cost is $35 per year, and 
the program is totally optional. 
Th e Special is free to read, in 
print within the 12866 or on-
line at thisishorseracing.com. 
We hope you’ll sign up, but you 
don’t have to. Th anks for being 
there, and welcome aboard. 

Join Now And You’ll Receive:

S ign  Up  Today  at  :    th i s i shor ser ac ing.com/reader sc lub

TRPB
 Digital Tattoo 
Coming 2020

For more information 
contact the TRPB or visit trpb.com 

BRAEBURN TRAINING CENTER
A Full Service Equine Facility

Breaking, Training, Racing
Patrick F. Nuesch

1500 Thurston Drive, Crozet, VA  22932
434-882-1418

https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader
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Gary Gullo came to Saratoga in 1974. He was 14. 
He and his friends, they lived on the track, walked 
hots for Gullo’s dad, Tom. It was good money for 
14-year-olds. Water boiling in rusty red metal bar-
rels, propane hissing underneath, corn on the cob 
dropped in the water for a mid-morning snack. You 
had to pump the faucets for cold water, dip a bucket 
into the barrels for hot. 

 “My father kicked us in the ass,” Gullo said. 
Gullo loved it, thought of nothing else, quit 

school in ninth grade. 
“This is where I went, no education,” Gullo said. 

“I told my kids I graduated college until they were 
about 14, then I had to tell them the truth. Who gets 
an education, when you’re a real racetracker.”

Oh, it’s an education.  
Tom Gullo filled his barn with about 20 horses, 

that was plenty back then. He never made it big, 
but made a living training for Hollywood stars Jack 
Klugman and John Forsythe, traveling to Argentina 
to buy horses and banging out a living on the tough 
New York circuit. 

“My father was a good trainer, really was, for 
the horses he had,” Gullo said. “He was good with 
betting on the horses, he made his money betting. 
He was very patient, knew when they were going to 
win. It was different back then. When he bet…ev-
erything was secretive with him. We kind of knew, 
get a cue in the paddock, I’d go to the window and 
bet my 20 dollars. He would wait until the pad-
dock, nobody knew nothing.” 

That’s an education. 
Gullo worked as an assistant for his dad, got his 

first trainer’s license when he was 18 at Hialeah 
Park and took a private job for a heart doctor in 
1980. His father helped get him the job, 15 horses, 
200 bucks a week. Gullo won his first race at Sara-
toga that year, stabled inside Horse Haven where 
Gary Sciacca is today. The job lasted a year, year 
and a half before Tom Gullo got lung cancer and 

Gary came back to help his father, the family. Back 
on his own a few years later, it’s all he’s ever known, 
despite his father’s pressure to take another path. 

“He always tried to talk me out of it. He wanted 
me to do anything other than this, be a plumber, 
anything,” Gullo said. “At the time, the business 
wasn’t good, but it was fun, it was different, ev-
erybody helped one another. Today, only a handful 
of guys have all the good horses and that’s it. Back 
then everybody had one or two good horses, the 
fields were better, the competition was better.” 

This season at Saratoga, Gullo won two races 
opening day and sends out two longshots in today’s 
Adirondack, which is where this story got its impe-
tus. At his barn for a stakes preview, I wound up 
with a life review, a business review. 

Gullo pointed to one barn, Jerkens was over 
there. Pointed to another, Calumet Farm.

“The history around here…” Gullo said after 
training Saturday morning. “It’s something when 
you look around, you just hope they don’t screw 
it up.”

And that is the state of the game – respect for 
the history and concern for the future. Everybody 
is banged around these days in Thoroughbred rac-

ing but the trainers take the most lumps. Most love 
the game and hate the business, relish the race and 
abhor the ledger. Gullo has ridden the wave, up and 
down. He quit after 9/11 decimated his owners and 
took Jorge Chavez’s book for a few years. That was 
educational but not soulful. Stanley Hough gave 
Gullo a job. He worked for his father’s friend for 
about six months, then picked up a horse, then 
two and gradually hung more and more yellow 
webbings.  Now he trains for good owners, good 
friends, but you can feel the grind.  

“Business is getting tough. You’ve seen the 
changes. You think having 30 horses, back then that 
was a big stable, now, it’s nothing,” Gullo said. “We 
lose horses a lot. I’ve got empty stalls. When you’re 
running a horse competitively in the claiming game 
you’re going to lose the horse. Trying to replace 
them is tough. If you like a horse, there’s a five-way 
shake. For the guys who have 15 horses, it’s very 
difficult, because if you want to win, that number 
could get down to eight right away and that keeps 
them from winning because they can’t run them in 
the right spot. The little guy can’t play the game, 
your owners don’t understand it, you’re up against 
it.”

Gullo read an article recently, it called him “vet-
eran trainer Gary Gullo.” He shook his head at the 
thought. That 14-year-old kid, living on the track, 
eating corn from a barrel, waiting for a paddock cue 
to win dinner money, yeah, he’s still there despite 
the reality of an ever-changing sport. 

“We got done early today,” Gullo said. “I’ve got 
more help than horses.” 

Gullo offered me a cookie. I declined and said 
goodbye, walking through the center aisle of the 
converted carriage barn, past Dominic Galluscio’s 
brush box, under the slate roof, past an Adirondack 
hopeful sleeping her morning away. 

The place oozes history. I hope it continues. 

Trainer’s Life  cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

Brown Advisory is an independent investment and strategic advisory firm committed to our clients’ success.

future
RAISE THE

Tod Marks
Trainer Gary Gullo.

http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER 9 -  SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 22

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

F I N D  Y O U R  N E X T  S T A R  A T  K E E N E L A N D   S E P T E M B E R

http://september.keeneland.com/


Aisling Duignan, Dermot Ryan, Charlie O’Connor, Adrian Wallace, Robyn Murray or Blaise Benjamin. Tel: 859-873-7088. Fax: 859-879 5756.

❝ the best champion of his age 

group in Europe for nearly 20 years, 

with the exception of Frankel ~
TIMEFORM, who rated him 128p

Don’t miss his first crop 
yearlings at all the major sales!

WON 7f. Dewhurst Stakes [G1], 
           Newmarket (by 3¼ lengths) 
“won with a huge amount of authority” RACING POST 

WON 7f. Vincent O’Brien National Stakes [G1], 
           Curragh (by 3 lengths) 

“another outstanding performance” RACING POST 

WON 6f. Phoenix Stakes [G1], 
           Curragh (by 2 lengths) on Aug 9 

“the acceleration was instant” RACING POST 

WON 6f. Maiden, Curragh on debut May 24 

“an explosive break” RACING POST

https://coolmore.com/



