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here&there... at Saratoga
NAMES OF THE DAY
Lebowski, second race. The 3-year-old filly is by First Dude and The Dude always abides.

Saharan, seventh race. Owner/breeder Paul Tackett’s 3-year-old filly is by Desert Party.

Firsthand Report, seventh race. The StarLadies Racing 3-year-old filly is by Blame out of 
Kinsey (as in Dr. Kinsey, the human sexuality expert).

LICENSE PLATE OF THE DAY
ORPNGTN, Virginia (breed of chicken or the town in England? Actually, it’s the horse but that’s 
another story).

NYBRD, New York.

BY THE NUMBERS
16: Ranking among the High Peaks of the Adirondacks of Wright Peak, hiked by The Special’s 
Joe Clancy, Nolan Clancy, Katie (the Labrador) Clancy and Caidin Hopkins Sunday. Near Lake 
Placid, the mountain is 4,587 feet above sea level and the view is well worth the work.

3: Of the 46 High Peaks climbed by Joe, Nolan and Katie (long way to go before we join Bronson 
Thayer and Aurelia Bolton – among others – on the 46ers list).

2: People doing gymnastics (none of them connected to The Special) at the top of Wright Peak 
Sunday afternoon.

2: Stewart’s peanut-butter-and-jelly sandwiches left at the top of Wright Peak Sunday afternoon.

Tod Marks
What rain? These intrepid paddock-goers didn’t let the conditions bother them Sun-
day at Saratoga. Sea Hero didn’t seem to mind either.

BERNARDINI
A.P. Indy – Cara Rafaela (Quiet American)
859-255-8537 www.darleyamerica.com Darley

And his five G1 horses on dirt in 2016 is the most by any sire.

Bernardini’s five Saratoga G1 winners since
2011 can’t be topped by any other stallion.

Alpha – G1 Travers and G1 Woodward
Cavorting – G1 Test
Rachel’s Valentina – G1 Spinaway
Stay Thirsty – G1 Travers
To Honor And Serve – G1 Woodward

Spanardini!

http://www.darleyamerica.com
http://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/bernardini?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Bernardini&utm_campaign=Stallions
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WORTH REPEATING
 “You can write about him any time.”

Trainer Arnaud Delacour, to The Special’s Joe Clancy
 (who did not jinx A. P. Indian with a preview)

“It’s great, but there’s always another race. You never look as good as your last win. Last night 
we won for the same owners at Charles Town.”

Delacour, who won the first Grade 1 of his career  
Saturday at Saratoga – but was thinking about going back to work

“I’ve got writer’s blockade.”
The Special’s Michael Smith in need of a break from the craft Sunday

“Since I’ve been coming here people have been asking me two things: when are you leaving and 
when is your brother coming to cook?”

Trainer Eric Guillot

 “Those Grade 1s sure are hard to come by; they make you feel pretty smart for like two min-
utes.” 

Pete Bradley, co-owner of Diana winner Dacita

 “I brought some good horses here, but the ones up here are gorillas.” 
Trainer Bret Calhoun, assessing the competition at Saratoga

“This is the next generation of women telling me what to do.”
Parting Glass Racing’s Tom Gallo with his 

two granddaughters in the paddock Sunday afternoon

here&there... at Saratoga
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NAME OF THE DAY
Sashay, seventh race. 

Stone Farm’s 4-year-old filly is by Stroll out of Argue.

800-523-8143

“You like apples? How ’bout them apples?”
Trainer Eric Guillot, still smiling after 
upsetting the Jim Dandy with Laoban

QUOTE OF THE DAY

MAXIMUSALBERTUS 
MAXIMUS

ALBERT THE GREAT – CHASETHEWILDWIND 
 BY FORTY NINER

2nd Crop 2YOs through 8/1:

4 Starters
3 Winners – All MSW
1 SW

Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager  |   859-224-4585  |   Lexington, KY  www.shadwellfarm.com

G1 SW, Millionaire  
& Breeders’ Cup Winner

SAVEITFORARAINYDAY won the  
Two Year Old Filly Sales S. at Northlands  
following a MSW 2nd against colts in debut.

http://www.saratogaglenfarm.com
mailto:sean@thisishorseracing.com
mailto:joe@thisishorseracing.com
mailto:tom@thisishorseracing.com
http://www.thisishorseracing.com
http://shadwellfarm.com/
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WORTH REPEATING
“We didn’t have to do much, but we threw some oats at him for a little while and that was it.”

Al Stall Jr., who substituted for fellow Kentucky-based trainer Mike Tomlinson
 to win the fourth race last Thursday with Flash Trading

“Aaron, see you in Lake George soon.”
Man, taking a picture of jockey Aaron Gryder, inside the paddock Monday

“Always a recipe for disaster.”
Pete Fornatale, to his wife, Susan, who was on her way to bet but hadn’t decided on whom

“I hope I didn’t cost your father-in-law too much money over the years.” 
Jockey Joe Bravo, to a woman who said her father-in-law loves watching him 

“We live for this (stuff).”
Bravo, when asked about the thrill of winning a stakes at Saratoga

“This meet is about due for something weird to happen. What if Guillot’s maiden wins the Jim 
Dandy?”

The Special’s Joe Clancy, as the horses  
entered the starting gate for the Jim Dandy Saturday

here&there...at Saratoga

Raising and Selling Racehorses

Contact: Headley  c: 859.221.5108 
Price  c: 859.321.5117

millridge.com    nicoma.com

NICOMA

®

®and its affiliate

Mill Ridge MomentsMill Ridge MomentsMill Ridge Moments Joy B Gilbert ©

Tod Marks
Hi-Ho Cowboy. Catholic Cowboy and Luis Saez do their best Silver and Lone 
Ranger impression coming out of the gate for Sunday’s eighth race. They were reloaded and 
finished fourth.

http://www.millridge.com/
http://www.embracetherace.com/
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nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777

For more information visit our website
or call 518.388.0174

The New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association
www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337   
 visit us on Facebook

“Shine Again is a nice, strong filly. We thought maybe if she finished 
in the money, she’d be Grade 1 placed for her future as a broodmare. 
Keep your fingers crossed, she’s never run a bad race. We’ll see where 
she goes from here. You get my age, you wonder if it’s ever going to 
happen again. When Wagon Limit won the Gold Cup a few years ago,  
I thought that might be the last one. I’m lucky to be here and I’m lucky 
to win the race.”

– Trainer Allen Jerkens, in 2001, when Shine Again won the Ballerina
 1929-2015

The Chief . . . Day 9

NY-bred Shoptillclosing raced at Saratoga in the summer of 2012 and 
retired with 12 races under her belt.   Still eager for a job after leaving the 

track, Shoptillclosing was placed with TAA-accredited organization New 
Vocations Racehorse Adoption Program for retraining.  Within a short 

period of time she was adopted as an eventing prospect and is  
now competing at the Beginner Novice level with hopes of going to  

recognized events this fall.  

(859) 224-2756
www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Building two-year-olds one individual at a time
(859) 312-3414  |  kirkwoodstables.com

Proud to support Thoroughbred aftercare

of the day

http://www.thoroughbredaftercare.org
http://www.nytha.com
http://nybreds.com
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Joe Sharp’s tight-knit barn on the 
Oklahoma Training Track seems to 
be bubbling with fun and positivity as 
the horses and people wade into the 
2016 Saratoga Race Course meeting. 

Sharp, in the midst of his second 
full year training on his own, returned 
to Saratoga this year with a string of 
20 at the Oklahoma, stalls on the har-
ness track and a familiar crew. Many 
members of Sharp’s team worked 
with him while he was an assistant to 
Mike Maker. 

“Although I’ve only trained two 
years we’ve worked together six, sev-
en years,” Sharp said. “We have a 
pretty young crew, but a young crew 
with a lot of experience.  We have a 
good crew and we enjoy doing it to-
gether. When you guys are close, it 
makes winning even that much more 
fun.”

Sharp won 100 races last year and 
racked up purses of $3,636,230. He 
hopes to double those figures this year 
and through Monday had won 68 
races and purses of $2,239,816. 

“We have a lot of horses with con-
ditions, and conditions win races,” 
Sharp said.  “As far as stakes hors-
es up here, we have one maybe two, 
but as far as winning races day in and 

day out I think we have a good vari-
ety that should help get that done. We 
have a lot of owners with interests in 
claiming horses at the meet so we’ll 
be able to replenish our stock and get 
some fresh horses to bring south in 
the fall.”

Sharp took some time out of his 
busy training schedule last week to 
walk stall to stall with The Special’s 
Shayna Tiller. 

Dolphus: Dede McGehee’s 3-year-old 
half-brother to Rachel Alexandra finished fifth 
in last week’s Curlin Stakes. He’s sprawled 
out in his stall with groom and best buddy 
Rudolpho on the ground beside him. “Dol-
phus has always been pretty special to us, 
for numerous reasons. The obvious, and also 
the fact that he’s a really cool dude, straight 
forward, loves his job. He’s one of those hors-
es that kind of inflates and builds as he gets 
more confidence and he has really grown and 
developed right in front of our eyes. The sky is 
the limit as far as ability wise goes with him. 
… He’s got big shoes to fill, that’s Shore Run-
ner’s stall from last year.”

Cairn: Homebred for McGehee, the 2-year-
old son of Gemologist is spread out, face 
down in hay during the visit. He glanced up 
momentarily to see who was crowding his 
door, then returned to his slumber. “Six-
teen-two, big 2-year-old that’s still figuring 

out what he’s here for but has a lot of ability 
and once he puts it all together he’s going to 
be a very nice horse. He doesn’t have much 
sense of urgency at this point, he doesn’t re-
ally know what he’s here for other than to eat, 
sleep and go play out in the big oval for a little 
while every day.”

Abtaal: Third in a $40,000 claimer July 24, 
5-year-old son of Rock Hard Ten is owned by 
Brad Grady. “Abtaal is one of our ferocious 
older horses, he’s still a fully intact male. He’s 
a neat horse, already won a Grade 3 in En-
gland. He’s lightly raced, but he’s made every 
start count. We claimed him up here last year 
off of (Kiaran) McLaughlin and won with him 
fresh off the claim at Kentucky Downs. He 
had the winter off and he came back first race 
off a layoff the other day and finished third. 
He had a great start, first off the layoff. He’s 
one of those that will lure you in with his ears 
pricked, and then try to bring you in his stall.”

Legallini: Two-year-old daughter of Hard 
Spun breezed 5 furlongs in 1:01.55 from the 
gate Monday on the main track. “Her mother 
Dust And Diamonds was second in the Breed-
er’s Cup Filly and Mare Sprint in 2012. She’s 
very athletic, great disposition. She’s sweet, 
but nasty enough to be a racehorse. She’ll 
start here at the meet. We think she’s very, 
very talented. We’re excited.”

Mom’s On Strike: Fifth in the Grade 2 
Black-Eyed Susan at Pimlico and sixth in 
Grade 1 Mother Goose at Belmont, 3-year-old 
daughter of First Dude has breezed twice at 
Saratoga. “We’re just freshening her a little bit 
and then we’re targeting her for a first-level 
allowance race towards the end of the meet. 
She broke her maiden and then has run in two 
very ambitious spots, so now we want to put 
her in a start where we think she’ll be favored 
to win. She’s really going to be a nice, late 
3-year-old.”

Bissectrisa: Joseph Besecker’s 7-year-old 
mare by Whywhywhy won for a $25,000 tag 
July 14 at Belmont. “She won last time out, 
she ran her best lifetime Beyer. She’s the only 
horse I’ve ever claimed back three different 
times, from three different owners. I just love 
her. She has an iron constitution, she’s ultra 
consistent.  Turf, dirt, long, short, just every 
time we need her she’s there. Great horse to 
be around.  She’s a superstar.”

Bankers Holiday: Fourth in starter allow-
ance July 24, 4-year-old Harlan’s Holiday colt 
is 1-for-7 on the season. He sports a ping-
pong ball-sized bump on his face. “It’s a little 
character, something that’s always been apart 
of him. He was a horse we claimed at Keene-
land, and he was just second in a starter at 
Belmont and then ran here opening weekend. 
Had a really troubled trip, half a length off the 
win, closing. We’re anxious to get him back in 
at the same level. With a little bit of racing luck 
he should be favored to win next time. He’s a 
neat horse, another one that his pedigree sug-
gests will get a little better as he gets older.” 

Tizzy Fit: A $12,000 purchase by Matt 
Nestor at the 2015 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga 
October sale, 2-year-old Tizway was sixth in 
her debut July 3 at Belmont. “She’s very aptly 
named, she’s a little firecracker. She has her 
own little agenda and you kind of have to keep 
her happy or she’ll have a little tizzy fit. She 
ran sprinting out at Belmont, ran well. She’s a 
New York-bred so we’re looking at stretching 
her out into a two-turn maiden special here 
at the meet. We have pretty high expectations 
for her. She was over at the harness track, but 
that was a little too much crossing the road 
with her every day, so we brought her back 
over here. You kind of have to suggest to her 
what she does, rather than tell her.”

with Joe Sharp

Every day at Saratoga, The Special presents an 
exclusive Stable Tour with a Saratoga trainer. 

For more, see:
 thisishorseracing.com/stabletours

Continued On Page 9 

http://www.fasigtipton.com/
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Get them
back
on track

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921
Bruce Jackson Cell: 610-496-5080 • O�ce: 410-620-2175 • Fax: 410-620-2176 • bruce@fairhilletc.com

fairhilletc.com
visit our website for 
comprehensive videos

Rehabilitation,
Sports Medicine
and Conditioning 
for the Equine Athlete

Fair Hill Equine Therapy 
Center is a state-of-the-art 
facility that houses the 
latest in technological 
equipment, designed to 
promote a safe and rapid 
advancement for horses 
recovering from injury 
or returning from a rest.

THERAPY CENTER
FAIR HILL EQUINE

Aqua Pacer Cold Salt Spa Dry Salt
Vapor Therapy

Vibration
Therapy

Solarium Fair Hill
Training Center

Hyperbaric 
Oxygen Therapy

NEW

Classic Giacnroll: Sharp and Joseph 
Besecker claimed 5-year-old gelding by Giaco-
mo July 16 for $12,500. “This is a horse that 
was on the Derby trail as a 3-year-old, Carlos 
Guerrero had him at Parx and my assistant’s 
actually his niece. The owner that we train for, 
Joseph Besecker had him back then. Besecker 
wanted to claim him back because he was run-
ning at the bottom, and since he had been so 
good to him he wanted to claim him back. He 
gets turned out in a little paddock every day, and 
we’re trying to give him a little freshening. We’ll 
just see if he tells us he wants to come back and 
run or if we need to explore another avenue.  So 
far we’re thinking he’s definitely going to be OK 
to come back and run. We’re just trying to get 
his head back, feeling good and feeling like a 
horse again. He eats bananas, he’ll eat five or 
six bananas, whole bananas. He goes crazy over 
them. I’ve never had a horse eat bananas.”

C d’Cat: Brad Grady’s 5-year-old D’wildcat 
mare won July 16 allowance race at Belmont. 
“She won last time in a first-level allowance race 
very impressively. She’s going to run in a two 
other than on the grass at Saratoga and maybe 
target getting her into one of the New York-bred 
stakes in the fall at Belmont. She’s a filly that we 
didn’t start until she was 4 years old. She won 
her first start as a 4-year-old and we gave her 
a little break this winter just to keep her fresh, 
brought her back and she’s had a second and 
a win. She’s living proof that if you’re patient 
they’ll pay off.”

Scout Leader: Second in starter allowance 
July 28, 5-year-old A.P. Indy gelding demanded 
attention, nodding his head and pulling out his 
fan cord as Sharp stood in front of the stall. “He 
ran well, we were hoping to win, but he missed 
a little bit of time (and) I think caught up to us 
at the sixteenth pole. We claimed him at Keene-
land for $20,000. He’s a horse that I always 
wanted, back when Neil Howard had him. I just 
liked him, I liked his running style, I liked that 
he ran turf or dirt, and his pedigree suggested 
that he’d get better as he got older. He’s an ul-
tra-consistent horse. The more ground the bet-
ter, the longer the race the better. Probably get a 
start again before the meet is over.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

thisishorseracing.com

mailto:bruce@fairhilletc.com
http://fairhilletc.com
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SHEETSSHEETS
Sunrise Stallion 

FROSTIE ANNE
3YO Filly by Frost Giant

Wednesday, Race 3
Marc Detampel, Fergus Galvin, Jayne Doi Johnson 

& Adrian Mansergh Wallace, Owners 

Mr. and Mrs. Grand Whitmer, Breeders

Michelle Nevin, Trainer

Picks of the Day
BIG BROWN • FROST GIANT • HEAVY BREATHING

Sunrise Stallions – Standing dual classic winner and champion Big Brown and Heavy Breathing 
at Dutchess Views Farm in Pine Plains, N.Y.; and Frost Giant at Keane Stud in Amenia, N.Y.

Eric Bishop | Eric@SunriseStallions.com | 516-606-9768

FROSTI AGOSTI
3YO Gelding by Frost Giant

Wednesday, Race 5
Island Wind Racing, Owners 

Sunrise Stables, Breeder

Chris Englehart, Trainer

The Whitney
$1.25 million Grade 1. 1 1/8 miles 
at Saratoga Race Course Saturday, Aug. 6. 

1. EL KABEIR 
     Zayat Stable John Terranova Ricardo Santana Jr. 20-1

2. COMFORT 
      Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners Todd Pletcher John Velazquez 8-1

3. UPSTART 
       Ralph Evans and WinStar Farm Rick Violette Irad Ortiz Jr.       10-1

4. FROSTED 
       Godolphin Racing Kiaran McLaughlin    Joel Rosario       3-5

5. NOBLE BIRD 
      John Oxley Mark Casse Julien Leparoux 10-1

6. EFFINEX 
      Tri-Bone Stable Jimmy Jerkens       Mike Smith 7-2

Met Mile winner Frosted is 3-5 
favorite for the Whitney

mailto:Eric@SunriseStallions.com
http://sunrisestallions.com
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BY TOM LAW
Ignacio Correas walked to the 

main track Tuesday morning, took 
care of some business back home in 
Kentucky on the phone, talked about 
his chances in today’s $100,000 Shine 
Again, Kasaqui’s even bigger task in 
next week’s Arlington Million and 
compared it all to the place he was a 
little more than a year ago.

“I’m at Saratoga, that’s pretty good 
compared to where I was last August, 
with just two horses,” said Correas, 
who shipped Chilean import Linda 
Linda in from Keeneland for her U.S. 
debut in the 7-furlong Shine Again. 

Correas was indeed down to just 
two horses to train shortly after leav-
ing his job as private trainer for Kev-
in Plank’s Sagamore Farm in March 
2015. Correas showed up at Keene-

land in April, asked for eight stalls, re-
ceived three and restarted his business.

He is up to about two dozen horses 
now, a group he’s built through past 
business relationships, friendships 
and contacts. Many feature South 
American connections, including leg-
endary breeder Diane Perkins and Jai-
me Allende Marin, who owns Linda 
Linda. 

Linda Linda makes her American 
debut against the likes of 2015 Breed-
ers’ Cup Filly and Mare Sprint winner 
Wavell Avenue, graded stakes winner 
Promise Me Silver and stakes winners 
Shayjolie, Sweet On Smokey and My 
Savannah Belle, and others. Correas 
knows she’s in tough. He tried to con-
vince his owner to run the 4-year-old 
daughter of Bluegrass Cat at Indiana 
Grand, but concedes he’s “got to start 
somewhere.”

“The owner wanted to come to 
Saratoga,” Correas said. “He called 
me on the phone from Chile (Mon-
day) and said, ‘the race is tough.’ 
I told him, ‘of course it’s tough, it’s 
Saratoga my friend. Everything is 
tough in Saratoga.’ ”

“There was an allowance that 
I looked at in Indiana, where she 
would be even-money but he said, 
‘I don’t know that racetrack.’ I told 
him, ‘just because you don’t know it 
doesn’t mean it’s a bad racetrack.’ He 

Linzay Marks
A Chilean-bred daughter of Bluegrass Cat, Linda Linda steps into Saratoga with four wins.

Back in Gear
Trainer Correas aims to build  
on strong season with import

Continued On Page 13 

http://twinspires.com
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knows Belmont, Santa Anita, Sara-
toga, you know, the big ones. I don’t 
really mind, I think you’ve got to start 
somewhere. The race should fit her, 
the problem is it’s a little bit tougher.”

Correas knows tough. When he 
trained for Sagamore he brought 
Millionreasonswhy and Humble And 
Hungry to Saratoga for graded stakes 
in 2011. Millionreasonswhy finished 
second to eventual champion My 
Miss Aurelia in the Grade 2 Adiron-
dack and Humble And Hungry was 
third behind Big Blue Kitten and Per-
regaux in the Grade 2 Hall of Fame. 

Both horses were graded stakes 
winners in 2011, when his stable 
won more than $500,000 in purses. 
He won $767,744 in 2012 and a ca-
reer-best $779,995 in 2013 before a 
dip to $500,933 in 2014. 

Correas won three races from 11 
starts at the Keeneland spring meet to 
jump start a strong season where he’s 
won the Grade 3 Arlington Handicap 
with Kasaqui and racked up close to 
$500,000 in purses. 

Linda Linda could help add to 
that total as she makes her first start 
since last Halloween, when she won 
the Group 1 Alberto Solari Magnasco 
going 1 1/4 miles on the dirt at Hipo-
dromo Chile. She won four of seven 
career starts, all at Hipodromo Chile, 
before being exported to the U.S. at 
the start of the year. 

Linda Linda spent about two 
months with Arch Kingsley Jr. in 
South Carolina before joining Cor-
reas at Keeneland in May. 

“She has like 14 works, she’s fit,” 
Correas said. “Fitness-wise I don’t 
think she needs much more than this.”

Paco Lopez gets the call on Lin-
da Linda, who won two races at 6 
furlongs and a small stakes at 7 1/2 
furlongs before stretching out to com-
pete in group stakes going 8, 9 and 10 
furlongs in her last three starts. 

“I saw all her races, but of course 
I don’t know the company,” Correas 
said. “When she lost in the (Group 
1) Guineas, she stumbled really bad 
out of the gate and still ran a big 
race. Otherwise for me, visually wise, 
probably the first two races she won 
she looked like a super filly.

“The race she won going a mile 
and a quarter another filly passed her 

at the quarter pole and it looked like 
she was going to run fifth or sixth. 
Then, all of a sudden, she had that tar-
get and she came back and beat them 
by a head. They passed her and were 
galloping. I said, ‘uh oh,’ of course 
I knew she won, but I was thinking, 
‘how did she win?’ I thought, maybe I 
pulled up the wrong race.”

Bret Calhoun found a couple good 
races to get Promise Me Silver back 
on track this year – an allowance at 
Louisiana Downs and a Texas-bred 
stakes at Lone Star Park – in advance 
of the Shine Again. 

The 4-year-old Silver City filly 
started her career with eight straight 
wins, including the Debutante as a 
2-year-old and the Grade 3 Eight 
Belles as a 3-year-old. Her three trips 
to New York after that resulted in a 
tenth in the Grade 1 Acorn, a fifth in 
the Grade 3 Victory Ride and a tenth 
in the Grade 2 Prioress last year.  

“When we went to New York the 
first time she had no chance; she was 
way too close to a suicide pace,” Cal-
houn said Monday morning. “As you 
can see her form went from great to 
tailing off. Around that time she start-
ed having some bleeding issues, got 
sick on us last fall and we gave her 
quite a bit of time off.”

Promise Me Silver was quite sick 
in fact, coming down with pneumo-
nia after placing 10th in the Prioress 
last September at Saratoga. 

“She got pneumonia and we kept 
her in the barn for 30, 45 days fight-
ing that to get her over it,” Calhoun 
said. “Then we sent her to the farm 
for a few months and got her ready 
this winter. It was very concerning 
and she was very sick. It took her 
quite a while to get over it.”

Wavell Avenue will look to end a 
three-race losing skid – dating to last 
year’s fast-closing win in the Filly 
and Mare Sprint – for trainer Chad 
Brown. 

The 5-year-old daughter of Ed-
dington started the season with a 
third behind Sheer Drama and Stop-
chargingmaria in the Grade 1 Mad-
ison at Keeneland before a fourth in 
the Grade 1 Humana Distaff and a 
second in the Grade 3 Bed o’ Roses. 
All of those starts, and the Filly and 
Mare Sprint, were at 7 furlongs. 

The field for the Shine Again also 
includes Grade 3 Vagrancy runner-up 
West Coast Chick and allowance-op-
tional winners Theophilia and Mo-
mameamaria.

Shine Again–
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Breeders’ Cup winner Wavell Avenue is favored in the Shine Again.

file:
http://lgbloodstock.com
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Wednesday, August 3.

1ST (1:00PM). $70,000, HCP -  , 4 YO’S & UP, 2 1/16M (HURDLE)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 2 ............Dye Fore ......................... S. McDermott .................. J. Fisher ....................... 6-1
1a  .... 10 ..........Miguel Grau ................... D. Mullins ........................ R. Valentine .................. 6-1
2  ..... 1 ............Bonded (IRE) ................. G. Galligan ....................... J. Day ......................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Top Striker ..................... B. Dalton .......................... A. Kingsley, Jr............... 7-2
4  ..... 4 ............Perfect Union ................. K. Norris .......................... P. Fout ........................ 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Andi’amu (FR) ................ G. Sheehan ...................... L. Young ....................... 5-1
6  ..... 6 ............Special Skills .................. C. Hankin ......................... J. Fisher ....................... 4-1
7  ..... 7 ............Bodie Island ................... G. Dahl ............................ R. Valentine ................ 10-1
8  ..... 8 ............Kingdom ........................ J. Doyle ........................... E. Voss ....................... 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Dr. Skip .......................... W. McCarthy .................... E. Graham .................... 5-1

2ND (1:33PM). $37,000, MCL $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Shoppingforsilver ........... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Weaver..................... 4-1
1a  .... 9 ............Phantom Phasr .............. C. DeCarlo ....................... T. Albertrani .................. 4-1
2  ..... 2 ............Appealing Miss .............. E. Cancel .......................... J. Kimmel ..................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Hashtag Bonnie .............. M. Franco ........................ L. Gyarmati .................. 5-1
4  ..... 4 ............Feistyloulabelle ............... A. Arroyo ......................... J. Mazza ..................... 30-1
5  ..... 5 ............Smart Alex ..................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Terranova, II ............. 2-1
6  ..... 6 ............Lebowski ........................ J. Torres .......................... R. Falcone, Jr. ............ 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Splash of Sass ............... J. Davis ............................ R. Davis ...................... 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Littlemissbusiness ......... J. Castellano .................... M. Friedman ................. 7-2

3RD (2:06PM). $50,000, CLM $25,000, 3 YO, F , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Frostie Anne ................... J. Lezcano ....................... M. Nevin ....................... 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Gianna’s Dream .............. J. Ortiz ............................. T. Amoss ...................... 3-1
3  ..... 3 ............Stones of Navarone ........ L. Saez ............................. G. Contessa .................. 9-2
4  ..... 4 ............Hot Dudette .................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Gullo ........................ 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Firestar ........................... K. Carmouche .................. K. McLaughlin .............. 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............One Minute .................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Scarlet Goddess ............. J. Torres .......................... G. Gullo ........................ 5-1

4TH (2:40PM). $73,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Alabama Bound .............. L. Saez ............................. T. Bush ......................... 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Saratoga by Design ........ F. Arrieta .......................... G. Goodwin ................ 30-1
3  ..... 3 ............Catch Your Dreams ........ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Sheppard .................. 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Talkn Til Midnight ........... J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 9-2
5  ..... 5 ............Congarees Key ............... J. Lezcano ....................... D. Lalman ................... 10-1
6  ..... MTO ......Jennifer’s Legacy ........... .  ...................................... J. Ryerson .................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Out of Nowhere .............. K. Carmouche .................. R. Cash ........................ 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Moonshine Cate ............. M. Franco ........................ R. Lerman .................... 7-2
9  ..... 9 ............Sugar Reef ..................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................... 4-1
10..... 10 ..........John’s Catnip ................. E. Esquivel ....................... R. D’Alessandro ......... 20-1
11..... MTO ......Redemption Queen ........ .  ...................................... G. Goodwin .................. 8-1

5TH (3:14PM). $47,000, CLM $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Chasintheblues ............... A. Gryder ......................... T. Hills ........................ 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Pine Ridge Forest ........... L. Saez ............................. J. Englehart ................ 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Dr. Edgar ........................ J. Velazquez ..................... C. Domino .................. 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............American Phantom ........ J. Torres .......................... D. Farrell .................... 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Bow Tie Affair ................. P. Lopez ........................... P. Reynolds ................ 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Watch the Tie ................. K. Carmouche .................. G. Gullo ...................... 10-1
7  ..... MTO ......Dr Luber’s Kiss ............... .  ...................................... J. Ferraro .................... 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Ross J Dawg .................. J. Castellano .................... S. Klesaris .................... 7-2
9  ..... 9 ............Show Bound .................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 5-1
10..... 10 ..........Harvard Man (GB) .......... F. Geroux ......................... H. Motion ................... 12-1
11..... 11 ..........Crowd Funding ............... E. Esquivel ....................... R. Handal ................... 15-1
12..... 12 ..........Honorable Daniel ............ J. Lezcano ....................... R. Barbara .................... 5-2
13..... MTO ......Frosti Agosti ................... M. Franco ........................ C. Englehart .................. 5-2

6TH (3:48PM). $56,000, CLM $32,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 2 ............Fabulous Kid .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Jacobson ................. 6-1
1a  .... 9 ............Blame Jim ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Jacobson ................. 6-1
2  ..... 1 ............Rockford ........................ J. Ortiz ............................. B. Levine ...................... 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............Draxhall Woods .............. K. Carmouche .................. M. Pino ...................... 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Brewing .......................... F. Geroux ......................... D. Lukas ..................... 20-1

5  ..... 5 ............Waco .............................. E. Cancel .......................... H. Bond ........................ 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Monster Mash ................ L. Saez ............................. J. Englehart ................ 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Classic Salsa .................. J. Rosario ........................ D. Cannizzo .................. 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Metaurus ........................ M. Franco ........................ G. Sciacca .................. 20-1
9  ..... 10 ..........Saratoga Wildcat ............ J. Castellano .................... R. Rodriguez .............. 12-1
10..... 11 ..........Tairneach........................ E. Esquivel ....................... G. Sciacca .................. 15-1
11..... 12 ..........Royal Saint ..................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 7-2
12..... 13 ..........Whateveryouwant .......... P. Lopez ........................... B. Brown ...................... 8-1

7TH (4:24PM). $85,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... MTO ......Malibu Princess ............. M. Franco ........................ M. Mareina ................... 2-1
2  ..... 2 ............Lady of Victory ............... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Bruised Orange .............. J. Lezcano ....................... W. Ward ....................... 5-2
4  ..... MTO ......Northern Screamer ........ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 3-1
5  ..... 5 ............Sashay ........................... F. Geroux ......................... M. Stidham ................ 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Saharan .......................... L. Saez ............................. J. Jerkens ..................... 7-2
7  ..... 7 ............Ortiga (IRE) .................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Gyarmati .................. 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Orient Harbor ................. J. Ortiz ............................. C. McGaughey III ....... 10-1
9  ..... 9 ............Imflatoutsweet ............... J. Leparoux ...................... C. Clement.................. 12-1
10..... 10 ..........Firsthand Report ............ J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 8-1
11..... 11 ..........Britannia Penny .............. M. Franco ........................ M. Casse ...................... 6-1

8TH (5:02PM). $100,000, STK - THE SHINE AGAIN, 4 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Shayjolie ........................ J. Castellano .................... C. Clement.................. 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Linda Linda (CHI) ........... P. Lopez ........................... I. Correas, IV .............. 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Wavell Avenue ................ J. Rosario ........................ C. Brown ...................... 4-5
4  ..... 4 ............Promise Me Silver .......... L. Saez ............................. W. Calhoun ................... 4-1
5  ..... 5 ............West Coast Chick ........... J. Velazquez ..................... N. Zito ........................ 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Theophilia ...................... J. Lezcano ....................... W. Mott ...................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Momameamaria ............. M. Franco ........................ D. Cannizzo ................ 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Sweet On Smokey .......... V. Carrasco ...................... C. Gonzalez .................. 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............My Savannah Belle ......... J. Alvarado ...................... A. Ronen .................... 20-1

9TH (5:40PM). $78,000, AOC $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... MTO ......Bi Light of Day ............... E. Cancel .......................... J. Hertler ...................... 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............Capriana ......................... J. Castellano .................... T. Pletcher .................... 5-2
3  ..... 3 ............Singsong ........................ C. DeCarlo ....................... J. Kimmel ................... 30-1
4  ..... 4 ............First Charmer ................. J. Alvarado ...................... R. Metivier .................. 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Sugar Mags .................... M. Franco ........................ D. Donk ........................ 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Langfirst ......................... J. Bravo ........................... G. Contessa ................ 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Loon River ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Kimmel ................... 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Saturday Bliss ................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. G. Weaver................... 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Rockin Alli ...................... L. Saez ............................. C. Fisher ..................... 20-1
10..... 10 ..........Conquest Superstep ....... J. Leparoux ...................... M. Casse .................... 10-1
11..... 11 ..........Ack Naughty ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 2-1
12..... 12 ..........Feeling Bossy ................. J. Velazquez ..................... J. Jerkens ..................... 6-1
13..... MTO ......Legally Bay ..................... .  ...................................... M. Coffey...................... 8-1

10TH (6:17PM). $39,000, MCL $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Take Me Away ................ J. Davis ............................ J. Ferraro .................... 30-1
2  ..... 2 ............Blarney Stones ............... J. Castellano .................... G. Contessa .................. 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............Bold Illusion ................... S. Camacho, Jr. ............... R. Metivier .................. 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Peculiar Sensation ......... M. Franco ........................ N. Esler ........................ 3-1
5  ..... 5 ............Southern Gentleman ...... J. Torres .......................... G. DiPrima .................. 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Bluff Harbor ................... M. Luzzi ........................... G. Contessa ................ 30-1
7  ..... 7 ............Majority .......................... L. Saez ............................. R. Violette, Jr. ............... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............A Trip to Lourdes ........... A. Arroyo ......................... J. Kimmel ................... 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Fa Niente ........................ J. Alvarado ...................... R. Schosberg ............. 20-1
10..... 10 ..........Here Comes R J ............. J. Ortiz ............................. M. Nevin ....................... 5-1
11..... 11 ..........Buckwellspent ................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen .............. 15-1
12..... 12 ..........Chico Grande ................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ..................... 12-1
13..... 13 ..........Sky Chaparral ................. E. Cancel .......................... J. Mazza ..................... 30-1
14..... 14 ..........Too Tough Dave ............. K. Carmouche .................. B. Brown .................... 12-1
15..... AE..........Cats Landing .................. M. Franco ........................ G. Sciacca .................. 10-1
16..... AE..........How Frosty It Is .............. E. Esquivel ....................... P. Farro ....................... 20-1

Copyright 2016 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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BY SEAN CLANCY
“That was easy.”
Like a Staples commercial, the 

comment was made three times after 
Curalina drubbed three rivals in the 
Grade 3 Shuvee Sunday.

“That’ll do, but they’re never 
easy,” assistant Tristan Barry said, 
skipping down the steps to the win-
ner’s circle. 

“They’re never easy, you know 
that,” trainer Todd Pletcher said, 
walking down the steps to the win-
ner’s circle.

“Never easy, buddy, but it looked 
like it, right?” jockey John Velazquez 
said, walking to the jocks’ room.

Curalina added her comment when 
she flicked her ears at the eighth pole 
while skipping over the sloppy track, 

lengthening her advantage over pace-
setter Carrumba. Owned by Eclipse 
Thoroughbred Partners, Curalina 
earned her sixth win by completing 9 
furlongs in 1:49.85. 

Two days before the Shuvee, a 
four-horse strategy cooker, Pletcher 
was asked about tactics.

“It’s pretty straightforward,” 
Pletcher said. “You tell Johnny good 
luck in the paddock and if it doesn’t 
turn out, you blame him.”

He was kidding, maybe, but rain 
Saturday night and Sunday morning 
made the tactics even more straight-
forward. Breaking from the rail, Tod Marks

Curalina zeroes in on the finish line in her easy victory in Sunday’s feature.

SHUVEE STAKES RECAP

Easy Game
Curalina, Velazquez trounce 
three rivals in sloppy Grade 2

Continued On Page 17 
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HARVEY’S
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Saratoga’s Most Popular
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14 Phila St,. Saratoga Springs NY, 12866
518.583.0003

second choice Carrumba possessed 
the most speed of the four. Breaking 
from the three hole, favorite Curali-
na looked like the only stalker. Third 
choice Sweetgrass and fourth choice 
Joint Return had one option, lag and 
hope.  

“There was only one speed and my 
horse can be a little bit close if you 
want to,” Velazquez said. “I talked 
to Todd and told him if he’s going 
in 48 and change, 49, I’m going to 
be (smacks hands) stuck to him the 
whole way around, I’m not letting 
him go that easily.”

Curalina broke sharply and 
Velazquez nudged while Carrumba 
broke adequately and Jose Ortiz al-
lowed her natural speed to slip to the 
lead. Avoiding the deep ground on the 
rail, Ortiz floated Velazquez wide into 
the first turn. 

Through a quarter-mile in :24.28, 
Carrumba led by a pressured neck. 
After a half in :48.49, Carrumba led 
by a still-pressured half-length, six 
lanes off the rail as Sweetgrass eased 

inside and Joint Return sat just off 
Sweetgrass’ hip. 

“He was going pretty easy, so I 
wasn’t going to let up (smacks hands), 
he was cruising along so I stuck with 
him (smacks hands) the whole way 
around so he didn’t get away with an 
easy lead with nobody putting pres-
sure on her,” Velazquez said. “Some-
times they go in :48, :49 and you’re 
a length behind, and the horses get 
brave, but this time (smacks hands) I 
was right on her.”

Leaving the backside, four rivals 
within 4 lengths turned into two rivals 
without breathing space as Velazquez 
attacked from the outside. 

“I didn’t give him a break the 
whole way around there, I was a head 
or a neck behind, leaning on him the 
whole way around. That’s the only 
way I can beat him, if I sit in behind, 
she’s going to get brave,” Velazquez 
said. “He was already putting pres-
sure on his horse to stay there, the 
more pressure he put on, the more 
I lean on him, I said, ‘I think I got 
him.’ ”

The attack didn’t last long as Or-
tiz emptied his rounds and Velazquez 

Shuvee –
 Continued from page 16

Continued On Page 18 
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stared through his scope. Straighten-
ing into the stretch, Curalina slid to 
her right lead and signed the check, 
widening with every stride to score 
easily. Velazquez flicked and waved 
his unturned whip and then simply 
flexed his elbows like he was cool-
ing down on a rowing machine as 
he geared down Curalina in the final 
strides.  

Velazquez used his hands to de-
scribe the race more than he did to 
ride the race.

The jockey has positioned Curali-
na within 4 lengths of the lead at ev-
ery point of their five previous wins 
together, including Grade 1 scores in 
the Acorn, CCA Oaks and La Troi-
enne, In a four-horse field, in the slop, 
with the main rival possessing speed, 
Velazquez made the simple decision 
and Pletcher knew it. 

“We were in the spot I thought we 
would be in, we figured Jose would 
try to carry us out but Johnny latched 
onto her pretty tight. Then you just 
wait until you get to the far turn, 
that’s where you find out,” Pletcher 
said. “You could tell he was kind of 
confidently turning up the pressure, 
he never gave it one of those peeks 
back, that’s usually the money shot, 
I think he figured he just wanted to 
worry about this one right here and 
not the others.”

 Curalina bounced back from the 
worst effort of her career when she 
finished fourth in the Ogden Phipps 
at Belmont Park in June, the only off-
the-board finish in her 11-race career. 

Nothing like a  Grade 3 confidence 
booster.

“She’s a fairly easy read when she’s 
doing good. The way she breezed the 
last couple of times, she was tipping 
her hand,” Pletcher said. “We’ll look 
at the Personal Ensign, assuming she 
bounces back well,” Pletcher said. 
“As well as she ran today, you got the 
impression when she pricked her ears 
at the eighth pole that hopefully it 
wasn’t taxing. Those things are hard 
to determine sometimes.”

Curalina finished second in her de-
but at Saratoga in 2014. Eight months 
later, the $125,000 yearling purchase 
returned to break her maiden at 
Gulfstream Park. A month later, she 
won an allowance race by 8 lengths. 
Pletcher and Eclipse’s Aron Wellman 
thought big after that – she took the 
Grade 1 Acorn in her next start – and 
have never stopped thinking big. The 
Shuvee snapped a seven-rung ladder 
of Grade 1 appearances.

“She’s never had a break out of 
Grade 1 company and obviously she’s 
won three of those. The schedule dic-
tates that if you want a prep between 
the Ogden Phipps and the Personal 
Ensign you need run in the Shuvee,” 
Wellman said. “I know Todd has al-
ways been a proponent of having a 
prep over the racetrack here at Sara-
toga in particular to prepare yourself 
for what your big goal is during the 
summer. The same was true (Satur-
day) with Destin, we viewed the Jim 
Dandy, as a springboard hopefully to-
ward the Travers. So we didn’t take 
this for granted by any stretch of the 
imagination.”

Additional reporting by Michael Smith.

Shuvee –
 Continued from page 17

Tod Marks
Curalina (second from left) breaks sharply in the Shuvee.

Breeders’ Cup 
Package Raffle

On sale all summer!
Sponsored by Xpressbet

Win a trip for two for Breeders’ Cup weekend 
(Thursday, November 3rd through Sunday, November 

6th) at Santa Anita Park in California!  Enjoy airfare 
for two, a three-night stay in Pasadena, two days at 

the races with hospitality, a $500 betting voucher and 
$500 spending money for both Friday and Saturday.

Tickets are $100 (cash-only) and may be purchased 
at the Museum Front Desk.  You will also receive free 

admission to the Museum with the purchase of a raffle ticket. 
The drawing will be held on September 8th at noon. 

https://www.racingmuseum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1718090218478387/
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BY ANNISE MONTPLAISIR
Colorful striped, flowered and polka-dotted 

umbrellas adorned the Saratoga Race Course pad-
dock Sunday afternoon, contrasting with a dismal 
sky. The rain, relentless in its effort to soak the 
sparse group of owners, trainers, grooms and me-
dia watching the horses saddle, poured off the red 
and white awning over the saddling stalls. The even 
sparser group of five fillies and mares – whittled 
down from 11 entries – walked underneath before 
the $98,000 Caress Stakes. 

Back and forth, back and forth. Four bays and a 
chestnut walked from one side of the saddling stalls 
to the other, avoiding the torrent as long as possi-
ble. One filly’s groom planted a kiss on her muz-
zle as she calmly gazed out into the rain. Jockeys 
were legged up under cover and Fusaichi Red led 
the procession into the rain, soggy grass making 
squishing sounds under delicate, prancing hooves. 

Rained off the turf, the 5 1/2-furlong sprint 
turned into a romp over an oval of slop with a color 
and texture akin to curdled chocolate milk. 

Miss Ella’s connections were skeptical. Trainer 
Graham Motion was concerned – Miss Ella had 
never run on a sloppy track. Owner Jack Swain 
was nervous – he didn’t come. Jockey Joel Rosario 
anticipated one of two reactions – either she’d like 
it or she wouldn’t. 

The gates opened and Miss Ella skipped into the 
fray between Harp N Halo and Miss Matzoball. 
Rumble Doll started swimming as she fell behind 
the group, joined shortly by Fusaichi Red. By the 
quarter pole, Miss Ella asserted herself to the lead 
as Harp N Halo tailed behind, nose alongside Miss 
Ella’s left flank, Miss Matzoball on the outside. 

Miss Ella was rolling by the top of the stretch, 
leaving the tiring Harp N Halo well behind. Fusa-
ichi Red waded her way through the messy track to 
close on Miss Matzoball, but never threatened Miss 
Ella’s easy lead. Rosario never lifted his whip in the 
stretch and sat calmly, not taking any more from 
his filly than what was needed to win. 

No need for concern, worry or doubt. 
A relieved Motion met the 4-year-old filly in the 

winner’s circle. 
“I couldn’t believe how easily she made the lead 

and really went pretty comfortably,” he said. “I was 
stressing about this, I was concerned about running 
today with the track and the mess it was.”

Mess or no mess, Motion and Swain decided 
it still made sense to run. Her win in Keeneland’s 
Grade 2 Adena Springs Beaumont Stakes on dirt 
last year was proof she could handle the surface, 
although her breeding encouraged her connections 
to try the grass.  

“I talked to Jack Swain, the owner, a couple 
of times today,” Motion said. “I was just worried 
about the track because it was obviously getting 
worse as the day went on . . . but we decided it 
made sense to run. She’d run well on the dirt be-
fore.

“Really she’s bred for the turf. I trained her 
mother and she was a distance grass horse, so it’s 
kind of hard to figure out how we ended up sprint-
ing on the dirt. But look, maybe this is what she 
should be doing. She’s run some big races on the 
dirt before. Maybe she’s a little better now, she’s a 
little bigger and stronger.”

Miss Ella’s last big run on the dirt was her victo-
ry in the Christiecat Stakes last September going 6 
furlongs after it was taken off the turf. She followed 
that win a tenth in the Grade 2 Raven Run Stakes 
in October at Keeneland before switching to the 

grass in her three most recent starts. Her last start 
was a fifth in a 7-furlong allowance-optional on the 
grass July 3 at Belmont Park. 

“Joel knows her and I didn’t give him any in-
structions, I said it was entirely up to him,” Motion 
said. “He said she didn’t get off real fast, but she 
just drug him up to the lead and really just did it 
very comfortable. He gave her a beautiful ride. I 
was very impressed with how comfortably she did 
it because there were a couple of decent horses in 
there.”

Although the track had the appearance of heavi-
ness along the rail because of the pooling water, 
Rosario said he wasn’t concerned about his place-
ment as he rounded the turn into the stretch. 

“Today it kind of is even everywhere because the 
track is sealed, so I think everywhere you’d be on 
the track is fine,” Rosario said. “I was very com-
fortable laying where I was. 

“They love it sometimes and it’s OK, but some-
times you have to get them into the race just be-
cause the dirt in the face, it’s sloppy, wet, it’s differ-
ent. But it was an easy win for her today.”

A 4-year-old by Exchange Rate out of the Wood-
man mare Sweet Tune, Miss Ella is a homebred for 
Swain, who didn’t make an appearance at the race.  

“He gets very nervous so he tends not to come,” 
Motion said with a chuckle. “He often tells me he’s 
going to come but I know he’s not because he gets 
too nervous. He’s a really good owner, he’s a friend. 
It’s nice to win races for people like that.”

Tod Marks
Miss Ella splashes home with a stakes win in Sunday’s Caress for owner/breeder Jack Swain.

Friendly
Footing

Miss Ella makes it  
look easy in dirt return

CARESS STAKES RECAP
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Rain is a good thing, especially when your first-
time starter wires the field on a sloppy track in a 
race taken off the turf. The George Weaver-trained 
Twist ’n Shout did just that Sunday at Saratoga 
Race Course, breaking her maiden in a 5 1/2-fur-
long state-bred race originally scheduled for the 
grass. 

Twist ’n Shout dashed to the front under Irad 
Ortiz Jr. from the break, just ahead of Filly Madi-
son. The two stayed together until they turned into 
the stretch, when Twist ’n Shout pulled away to win 
by 7 1/2 lengths. Filly Madison held second with 
Dream Passage third in the field of 10. 

Weaver had no concerns about not running the 
Drosselmeyer filly on the sloppy track. 

“I was happy, she’d been working well on the 
dirt, so I was happy when it came off the turf,” 
Weaver said. “I expected her to be close to the pace 
and draw off like she did, so it was good. With a 
first-time starter, eating mud is not a good thing, 
and she showed good speed in the morning. So 
when she broke and was clean the first eight of a 
mile, I was pretty happy.”

The weather conditions that dictated the surface 
change and Twist ’n Shout’s performance on the 
dirt gave Weaver an indication of where to go next 
with her career. The homebred of Smart Choice Sta-
ble is unlikely to make another try on the grass.  

“I don’t think I’m going to run her on the turf 
any time soon,” Weaver said. “She ran well enough 
today, we’ll look to run back on the dirt and go 
from there. Until she starts performing poorly on 
the dirt, we’ll stick with the dirt.” 

– Annise Montplaisir

• Brian Lynch entered Hammers Vision to com-
pete in a two-turn turf race, but didn’t scratch the 
Court Vision colt when the sixth was moved to the 
sloppy main track and shortened to 7 furlongs. The 
decision to keep the once Triple Crown-nominated 
3-year-old in the field proved fruitful.

“Well, I started in the race, so I was hoping that 
he might take to it,” Lynch said of Hammers Vi-
sion, who had never raced on an off track before. 

“He got a nice weight allowance today and he’d 
just been training so good. Sometimes you’ve got to 
make hay when the sun’s shining. I just felt like he 
was sitting on a good race no matter what surface 
he started on.”

Hammers Vision tracked the early speed of R 
Limo Joe and Ekhlaas in the early stages. He passed 
R Limo Joe on the outside coming into the stretch 
as Ekhlaas made a move through up the rail. 

With two taps on his right shoulder and anoth-
er two left-handed smacks from rider Julien Lep-
aroux, Hammers Vision put a head in front of Ekh-
laas at the furlong pole and fought to stay in front 
at the finish. He won by a half-length in 1:23.03.

The elder Ekhlaas gave Hammers Vision five 
pounds. Although the weight surely helped, Lynch 
attributes much of the win to Hammers Vision’s 
pedigree and particularly to Court Vision.

“It’s always in the back of your mind that he’s by 
a sire that won Group 1 races on turf, dirt and Poly, 
so they’re versatile horses,” Lynch said. “It wasn’t a 
real big risk of trying him. You’ve got to reach out 
and try every now and then.”

Hammers Vision raced on the Saratoga main 
track last year, finishing third in the Grade 2 Sara-
toga Special. He raced exclusively on turf since, his 
best finish a second in a 7-furlong allowance on 
yielding ground May 7 at Belmont. Hammers Vi-
sion finished fifth in the Charlie Barley Stakes July 
3 at Woodbine. 

Tod Marks
Hammers Vision  (white silks) battles Ekhlaas (blue) in the stretch of Sunday’s sixth race.

Weather
Beaters

Soggy conditions 
force 6 races off turf

SUNDAY RACING RECAP

Continued On Page 21 
Tod Marks

Twist ’n Shout surveys his domain after winning the second.



21Wednesday, august 3, 2016 the saratoga special

Lynch, who collected his first win 
of the meet, expects to back to the 
grass with the ridgling.

“He ran two very good turf races 
at Belmont, so it’s hard not to want 
to keep him on the turf,” Lynch said. 
“Needed that. Needed that. We’ve 
got a big weekend with the Test and 
some other races with Lightstream 
and various horses, so it’s always nice 
to get a win before you go into them 
big stakes.” 

– Brandon Valvo

• Runway Doll crushed the op-
position in the seventh to break her 
maiden by 13 1/2 lengths for jockey 
Julien Leparoux, trainer Steve Asmus-
sen and owners Bill and Corrine Hei-
ligbrodt. 

“She felt good, very professional,” 
said a clean Leparoux after the race.

The Heiligbrodt’s purchased the 
daughter of Majestic Warrior for 
$175,000 at this year’s OBS April 
2-year-olds in training sale. 

Runway Doll broke alertly and 
went quickly to the front, gliding over 
the sloppy track. Blind Pool gave her 
a challenge at the three-eighths pole 
before Leparoux let her open up for 

an easy win. 
“Left the gate very sharp and then 

relaxed for me very easy,” Leparoux 
said. “When I asked her to run, she 
just kicked very nice. I kind of put her 
up at the wire, I had a lot of horse 
left and I could have gone on her even 
more if I wanted to.” 

– Shayna Tiller

• Defending riding champion Irad 
Ortiz Jr. added to his win total with 
four winners Sunday. The 23-year-old 
navigated Saratoga Heater to victory 
over the sloppy going in the opener 
and visited the winner’s circle again 
atop Twist ’n Shout won the second 
race at first asking. Ortiz was won 
his third of the day aboard Baccelo in 
the eighth and completed the grand 
slam with a blowout 5 1/2-length 
win aboard New York Chrome in the 
ninth.

“My agent does a great job and all 
the trainers and owners give me the 
right opportunities,” Ortiz said. “I 
had some live horses today and, ev-
erything came out perfect for us.” 

Oritz won the 2015 leading jockey 
title with 57 victories. 

“It’s feeling great. It’s a dream,” he 
said. “We work hard, we keep work-
ing hard. Hopefully everything come 
out and everything keeps going like 
that.” 

– Brandon Valvo

Sunday –
 Continued from page 20

Tod Marks
Caribbean pulls away to win Sunday’s fourth and complete a double for Eclipse Thorough-
bred Partners.

Fort Christopher’s 
 Racing Stable

winners circle 
The trip to the  

starts here...

Fort Christopher’s thoroughbreds, LLC
 3093 County Route 46  •  Fort Edward, New York 12828  (15 min. to Saratoga Race Track) 

Inquiries to Owner: Christopher M. shelli  518-858-1790  •  email: info@fortchristophers.com

Experience the unmatched feeling of excitement 
in owning a thoroughbred racehorse.

Racing Partnerships Now Forming, Join Us Today in the Winners Circle! 

Fort Christopher’s thoroughbreds is proud to offer the following services:
Boarding • Layups • Rehabilitation • Sales • Bloodstock Services • Horse Transportation 

http://fortchristophers.com
http://trfinc.org/golf
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Sunday July 31.

FIRST $51,000, CLAIMING $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
5 Saratoga Heater I. Ortiz, Jr. $12.20 $4.40 $3.30
3 Two Weeks Off J. Velazquez  $3.00 $2.50
1 Los Borrachos J. Rosario   $3.00
B Gelding 2012, by Temple City - Hot Spell by Salt Lake
Owner/Trainer: David Jacobson. 
Breeder: Machmer Hall (NY).
Late Scratches: Mister Monolo
Claimed: Los Borrachos claimed by Jacobson, David for $50,000
Time: 1:24.25
Exacta (5-3), $27.60; Superfecta (5-3-1-6), $167.00; Trifecta (5-3-1), 
$56.00

SECOND $73,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
6 Twist ‘n Shout I. Ortiz, Jr. $7.30 $4.80 $3.40
3 Filly Madison J. Ortiz  $9.30 $5.30
5 Dream Passage J. Rosario   $4.80
Ch Filly 2014, by Drosselmeyer - Twistaway by Wheelaway
Owner: Smart Choice Stable. Trainer: George Weaver. 
Breeder: Smart Choice Stable (NY).
Late Scratches: Ransom Drop, You Promise, Summer Sweet, Cha Cha 
Heels, Discreet Image, Bonita Springs
Time: 1:06.08
Daily Double (5-6), $61.00; Exacta (6-3), $57.00; Quinella (3-6), $38.40; 
Superfecta (6-3-5-12), $2,495.00; Trifecta (6-3-5), $191.00

THIRD $200,000, STAKES - SHUVEE H., 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
3 Curalina J. Velazquez $3.80 $2.10 
1 Carrumba J. Ortiz  $2.10 
2 Sweetgrass I. Ortiz, Jr.   
Ch Filly 2012, by Curlin - Whatdreamsrmadeof by Graeme Hall
Owner: Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners. Trainer: Todd Pletcher. 
Breeder: CASA Farms I, LLC (KY).
Time: 1:49.85
Daily Double (6-3), $16.20; Exacta (3-1), $5.20; Pic 3 (5-6-3), $173.00

FOURTH $56,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $75,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
1 Caribbean J. Velazquez $5.10 $3.50 $2.40
7 Proud Zip J. Alvarado  $6.40 $3.70
3 Conquest Streetwar J. Leparoux   $2.40
B Gelding 2013, by Harlan’s Holiday - Soloing by Runaway Groom
Owner: Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners and Barber, Gary. 
Trainer: Todd Pletcher. Breeder: Mill Ridge Farm, LTD. & NATO (KY).
Late Scratches: Turf Commander, Recalibrating, Energy Policy
Time: 1:52.05
Daily Double (3-1), $11.40; Exacta (1-7), $34.80; Quinella (1-7), $19.40; 
Superfecta (1-7-3-6), $259.50; Trifecta (1-7-3), $92.00; Pic 3 (6-3-1), 
$47.80

FIFTH $40,000, CLAIMING $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
6 Day of Fury L. Saez $9.20 $3.60 $2.70
3 Dad’z Laugh J. Ortiz  $3.00 $2.30
4 Still Krz I. Ortiz, Jr.   $3.40
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2011, by Street Sense - Day of Obligation by Deputy 
Minister
Owner: Aprahamian, Ara. Trainer: Jason Servis. 
Breeder: Fred W. Hertrich III & John D. Fielding (KY).
Late Scratches: No Contingency, Saratoga Wildcat
Claimed: Day of Fury claimed by Ivery Sisters Racing for $20,000, Dad’z 
Laugh claimed by Ramsey, Kenneth L. and Sarah K. for $20,000, Still 
Krz claimed by Dubb, Michael for $20,000, Seventhfleethumor claimed 
by The Players Group for $20,000
Time: 1:16.81
Daily Double (1-6), $35.60; Exacta (6-3), $25.20; Superfecta (6-3-
4-1), $203.00; Trifecta (6-3-4), $95.00; Pic 3 (3-1-6), $54.50; Pic 4 
(2/4/6/7/13/15/16-3-1/2/4/5-6), $220.50; Pic 5 (5-2/4/6/7/13/15/16-3-
1/2/4/5-6), $2,330.00

SIXTH $85,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
7 Hammers Vision J. Leparoux $7.30 $3.80 $2.60
2 Ekhlaas I. Ortiz, Jr.  $3.70 $2.50
9 Dreamsdocometrue A. Arroyo   $2.20
B Colt 2013, by Court Vision - Baytree by Forestry
Owner: Hamilton, Terry. Trainer: Brian Lynch. 
Breeder: Donver Stable (ON).
Late Scratches: Bibbo, Zennor, Performance Bonus, Runaway Posse, 
Brother O’Connell
Time: 1:23.03
Daily Double (6-7), $45.60; Exacta (7-2), $24.00; Superfecta (7-2-9-6), 
$95.40; Trifecta (7-2-9), $55.50; Pic 3 (1-6-7), $168.00

SEVENTH $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 6F
6 Runway Doll J. Leparoux $7.10 $4.40 $3.50
3 Ladies Day C. DeCarlo  $22.20 $10.40
9 Lights of Medina J. Velazquez   $4.10
Dk B/ Br Filly 2014, by Majestic Warrior - French Line by Boundary
Owner: Heiligbrodt, L. William and Corinne. Trainer: Steven Asmussen. 
Breeder: Betz, Needham, Lamantia, Blackburn &Halecky (KY).
Late Scratches: Sympathetic, Unreal Baby, Succeeding
Time: 1:11.55
Daily Double (7-6), $43.80; Exacta (6-3), $144.00; Superfecta (6-3-9-
5), $4,334.00; Trifecta (6-3-9), $660.00; Pic 3 (6-7-6), $299.00

EIGHTH $93,000, AOC $80,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
10 Baccelo (BRZ) I. Ortiz, Jr. $8.90 $5.40 $2.60
3 Copingaway R. Santana, Jr.  $14.20 $3.40
7 Unbridled Juan J. Castellano   $2.10
B Gelding 2010, by Northern Afleet - Quanto Carina (BRZ) by Wild Event
Owner: Jacobson, David. Trainer: David Jacobson. 
Breeder: Haras Santa Maria de Araras (BRZ).
Late Scratches: Morandi (FR), Slip By, Ectot (GB), English Minister, 
Macagone, Offering Plan, Dancetrack
Time: 1:51.13
Daily Double (6-10), $56.00; Exacta (10-3), $129.00; Superfecta (10-
3-7-11), $422.00; Trifecta (10-3-7), $246.00; Pic 3 (7-6-10), $308.50

NINTH $78,000, NY-BRED AOC $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
8 New York Chrome I. Ortiz, Jr. $7.70 $4.40 $3.20
9 Celtic Chaos E. Cancel  $8.00 $4.80
4 Eye Luv Lulu R. Santana, Jr.   $3.00
Dk B/ Br Colt 2012, by Pollard’s Vision - Tizalittlelater by Tiznow
Owner: Quigley, Robert, J.. Trainer: Jason Servis. 
Breeder: Sunny Crest Farm, Beals Racing Stable ,LLC & Wintergreen S 
(NY). Late Scratches: Pop the Hood
Claimed: Eye Luv Lulu claimed by Aprahamian, Ara for $40,000, Es-
cape to the Moon claimed by Klesaris, Steve for $40,000
Time: 1:10.38
Daily Double (10-8), $39.00; Exacta (8-9), $63.00; Superfecta (8-9-4-
7), $2,376.00; Trifecta (8-9-4), $285.00; Pic 3 (6-10-8), $206.50

TENTH $100,000, STAKES - CARESS S., 4 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
2 Miss Ella J. Rosario $5.90 $3.20 $2.40
1 Fusaichi Red J. Alvarado  $3.20 $2.40
9 Miss Matzoball J. Castellano   $2.60
B Filly 2012, by Exchange Rate - Sweet Tune by Woodman
Owner: Swain, III, Jack. Trainer: H. Motion. 
Breeder: Jack Swain III (KY).
Late Scratches: Unbridled Courage, Joya Real, Rocky Policy, Disco 
Barbie, Old Harbor, Richies Sweetheart
Time: 1:04.05
Daily Double (8-2), $38.00; Exacta (2-1), $15.20; Superfecta (2-1-9-5), 
$102.00; Trifecta (2-1-9), $59.00; Pic 3 (10-8-2), $142.00; Place Pix 
Nine (3/6/9-3/7/10-4/8/9-2), $26.80’

SUNDAY SARATOGA RESULTS

ALLAN G. LAVIN, JR.
allanlavinbloodstock.com 
alavinbloodstock@gmail.com
(502) 773-0043

 Allan
Lavin
 Bloodstock

If you suspect or know of  
any wrongdoing within the racing  

community, send us an email  
or call toll-free. All emails and calls  
are treated confidentially and you  

may remain anonymous.

Thoroughbred Racing  
Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline

410-398-3647
www.trpb.com

Email: integrity@trpb.com
También disponsible en español

Help protect your 
sport’s integrity

http://www.trpb.com
mailto:integrity@trpb.com
mailto:alavinbloodstock@gmail.com
http://trpb.com
http://allavinbloodstock.com
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SUNDAY SARATOGA RESULTS PHOTOS BY DAVE HARMON & TOD MARKS

ELEVENTH $47,000, CLAIMING $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
8 Nominal Dollars J. Rosario $5.00 $3.40 $2.70
5 Mid Ocean K. Carmouche  $5.80 $5.10
7 Balfe’s Corner J. Leparoux   $6.30
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2013, by Northern Afleet - Double Flyight by Flying Continental
Owner: Saratoga Seven Racing Partners, LLC. Trainer: Joe Sharp. 
Breeder: Stonehaven Steadings (KY).
Late Scratches: Tiger Paw, Ready Strike, Araqeel, Good Response, Tom’s Vision
Claimed: Nominal Dollars claimed by Kenwood Racing LLC for $40,000
Time: 1:53.71
Daily Double (2-8), $15.00; Exacta (8-5), $22.80; Superfecta (8-5-7-3), $355.50; Trifecta (8-
5-7), $121.00; Pic 3 (8-2-8), $89.00; Pic 4 (10-8/11-2/4/6/7/8/10/11-4/6/8/), $387.00; Pic 6 
(7-4/6/8/11-10-8/11-2/4/6/7/8/1), $198.00; Pic 6 (7-4/6/8/11-10-8/11-2/4/6/7/8/1), $13,282.00

On Track Handle: 2,661,911. Inter-State Handle: 10,286,051

Copyright 2016 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Loyalty.  Service.  Consistency.

When I was first approached by Tracy back in 2002 with her 
idea for a management program, I was beta-testing for another 
company with a similar idea.  I quickly realized that TLore was 
going to cut to the chase and create a much-needed system for 
keeping track of the many minute details that need attention when 
training a stable of race horses.

 – David Donk

“

TLore is a Thoroughbred Racehorse Management 
Service. For more information contact Tracy Attfield

(954) 647-3220   |   TLore.net

“

TLore

http://tlore.net
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BY TOM LAW
Todd Pletcher felt pretty good about the chanc-

es of Lost Raven heading into Monday’s $95,000 
Coronation Cup Stakes at Saratoga Race Course, 
regardless of the surface. 

He’d watched Mike Repole’s homebred filly win 
stakes on the main track racing on the lead and 
from off the pace. He also watched a stakes race 
in California two Saturdays prior that gave him the 
confidence the daughter of Uncle Mo would fare 
well if the Coronation Cup stayed on the grass as 
written.

“The interesting thing I originally planned to 
enter her main track only,” Pletcher said. “Last 
week at Del Mar the Uncle Mo filly won a stake 
on the turf (Mokat in the Grade 2 San Clemente), 
so I was talking to Mike Repole and said, ‘you 
know what, maybe it’s worth taking a shot on the 
grass with this filly if we’re not going to run in the 
Test. She’s out of an Elusive Quality mare, the way 
the Uncle Mos are running on every surface, let’s 
take a shot.’ ”

Wet weather as the second week of the meeting 
wound down put the turf experiment on hold, at 
least for the time being, but nothing stopped Lost 
Raven from adding another stakes win to her young 
sire’s glistening resume. 

“It was fun to see another Uncle Mo stakes 
winner at Saratoga,” Pletcher said after Lost Ra-
ven won a head bob with Quick Release in the 5 
1/2-furlong Coronation Cup. “It seems like every 
time you pick up the paper Uncle Mo is having an-
other stakes win.”

The Coronation Cup is Uncle Mo’s 19th stakes 
win this year – a remarkable statistic considering 
he’s only sired two crops of racing age – and is Lost 
Raven’s third stakes victory of 2016. Lost Raven, 
who also won the Smart Halo at Laurel Park as a 
2-year-old, took the Cicada at Aqueduct and Grade 
3 Miss Preakness at Pimlico this year. 

Pletcher said before the Coronation Cup that 

“we’re just taking a little bit of a stab with Lost Ra-
ven on the turf” and he wouldn’t mind a bit if the 
race was rained off. Half the field of eight entered 
scratched after soaking rains most of the day Sun-
day and soggy conditions that extended into Mon-
day morning forced the race off the grass. 

Pletcher wound up with two of the remaining 
quartet – Lost Raven and Eclipse Thoroughbred 
Partners’ and TNIP Racing’s Brinkley. Quick Re-
lease, third in the Miss Preakness, and J La Tache, a 
maiden winner on the dirt in March at Laurel, were 
the others. 

Lost Raven and Jose Ortiz took control early 
with a pesky Quick Release right alongside head-
ing for the far turn and racing several paths off the 
rail. They stayed in control around the turn but lost 
the lead briefly turning for home as Florent Geroux 
cracked Quick Release once right handed outside 
the three-sixteenths pole. 

The two continued their battle inside the eighth 
pole, each taking turns in front by slim margins, be-
fore Lost Raven got the better of her rival on the wire 
by a nose. The winning time was 1:04.42 and it was 
6 3/4 lengths back to third-place finisher Brinkley. 

“When we entered in the stretch, my horse 
switched leads, I hit her once right-handed and 
she responded really well,” Ortiz said. “The oth-
er horse, she was still there, but she never was a 
challenge until the last five jumps. The last five 

jumps, she really got tight on me. I’m hitting my 
filly left-handed, she gave me another gear.”

The Coronation Cup 
resembled Lost Raven’s 
victory in the March 26 
Cicada, where she raced 
on the lead after bobbling 
at the start on the way to 
winning by a neck. She re-
turned two months later 
to win the Miss Preakness 
employing a complete-
ly different style, coming 
from well off the pace to 
win by three-quarters of a 
length. Lost Raven disap-
pointed in her next start, 
finishing fourth of seven in 
the Grade 3 Victory Ride July 9 at Belmont. 

“The interesting thing with the Miss Preakness, 
it was the first time she found herself way off the 
pace and it seemed to work out really well,” Pletch-
er said. “We wanted to do that again and then she 
broke really well (in the Victory Ride). Johnny 
(Velazquez) kind of couldn’t decide to go on or take 
back, didn’t do anything wrong, it just didn’t work 
out the way we hoped.”

Dave Harmon
Lost Raven (right) digs in to edge Quick Release in Monday’s Coronation Cup.

Surface
Switch

Lost Raven’s turf 
experiment on hold
after sloppy stakes win

CORONATION CUP STAKES RECAP

Dave Harmon
Lost Raven steps to the win-
ner’s circle.
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A sloppy racetrack can cause concern for many 
trainers. Not all horses take to the messy surface, 
especially when they have a slow break and it gets 
kicked in their face. Desmond Farrell wasn’t con-
cerned Monday when he sent Holy Week to the 
post for the fifth race at Saratoga Race Course. 

Farrell’s confidence wasn’t wrong as Carl Buhr’s 
homebred 4-year-old son of Pleasantly Perfect over-
came a slow break, sloppy track and interference in 
the stretch to win the 1 1/8-mile off-the-turf maiden 
for New York-breds.

Holy Week broke slow, really slow. He hesitated, 
appeared to bump the left side on his way out and 
was 2 lengths behind the field heading into the first 
turn. Unfazed, Shaun Bridgmohan guided Holy 
Week down along the rail. Heavenly Sun led the 
charge onto the backstretch, with Holy Week daw-
dling about 7 lengths behind the leader. 

Holy Week made steady progress toward the 
leaders up the backstretch and around the far turn. 
Pinnacle Mountain drifted out passing the eighth 
pole, bumped Light The Vow, who in turn brushed 
Holy Week. Unhindered, Holy Week pushed on to 
win by 1 3/4 lengths. 

“His form stood up. You know, he looked to be 
the best on the paper,” Farrell said. “I thought he’d 
be 3-5 to be truthful.”

Ferrell wasn’t concerned with the slow break 
and praised Bridgmohan’s ride. 

“He’s got kind of a weak back end, so therefore 
those kind of horses will  not break weak,” Farrell 
said. “You’ve got a mile and a furlong to get over it, 
and Shaun Bridgmohan is an extremely intelligent 
person, so he knows to let the horse get his balance 
and then make a move when you can.”

Farrell also added blinkers for Holy Week’s 23rd 
career start with hopes of promoting a bit more 
speed and focus from the colt. 

“Just to show a little more speed because he was 
kind of backing off in his races, so we put them on 
him to breeze him in the morning and he worked 
very well,” he said. “We decided to give it a chance. 
But if he didn’t get fouled I think he would have 
won by 2 or 3. He’s an OK little horse. I expect him 
to improve, especially on a different surface. He’d 
be better on the grass.” 

– Annise Montplaisir

• After two days of constant rain, Saratoga Race 
Course turned into the Saratoga Mud Slide. Some 
horses struggled, while others thrived and skimmed 
over the off track.

Sovereign Stable’s Brimstone did the latter and 
won the second race, a state-bred allowance going 
1 1/8 miles, in his return to the main track for train-
er John Terranova. The 4-year-old Munnings geld-
ing made his previous three starts on turf, finishing 
second twice before a ninth June 5. 

“He handles both, but looking back he’s been a 
bit faster on the dirt,” Terranova said. “He trained 
so good the first week coming up here we thought 
to just put him in this race.”

Ricardo Santana Jr. rode Brimstone to a 3-length 
victory over 2-5 favorite Tencendur, making his 
first start since finishing second in last year’s Ohio 
Derby. 

“It was great, we knew he was pretty much the 
speed of the race and he really takes to the off-
track,” Terranova said. “He’s had success on the 
sloppy track before so we knew that wouldn’t be a 
problem. It’s just a question of the distance, but our 
horse ran great. He’s been doing really well since 
coming up here.”

– Shayna Tiller

• True Charm, bred and raised a few miles down 
the road at McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds, 
relished the off going and broke her maiden in the 
third going 5 1/2 furlongs. 

The 3-year-old daughter of Langfuhr won the 
state-bred maiden special weight by 4 ½ lengths 
under Jose Lezcano for trainer Jimmy Ferraro. 

The filly’s co-breeders, Joe and Anne McMahon, 
still have ownership in the filly and were thrilled to 
meet her in the winner’s circle. 

“I like her very much,” said Anne McMahon. 
“The dam (the Elusive Quality mare Truly Charm-
ing) is one of our favorite mares. She’s got a great 
personality, she was so calm in the paddock.

Monday’s off-the-turf event was True Charm’s 
ninth career start dating back to her debut Jan. 31 
at Aqueduct. 

“She was always a nice looking filly, very attrac-
tive,” Joe McMahon said. “She had a little bit of a 
blemish which would have killed her in the sales be-
cause they’re so hard at the sales. It’s a little bump 
on her lower knee, nothing, but enough to keep her 
out of a horse sale.

“We thought she would run really well, because 
she ran on a sloppy track back in May and she’s the 
kind of filly that’s limited by distance. So cutting 
back from 6 to 5 1/2, we were feeling good about 
it.”

Dave Harmon
Holy Week surges toward the finish of Monday’s fifth race.

Splashing
Success

Holy Week relishes 
off going in maiden

MONDAY RACING RECAP

Continued On Page 27 
Dave Harmon

Brimstone skips over the mud to win Monday’s second.



27Wednesday, august 3, 2016 the saratoga special

True Charm broke well took the lead early, held 
her position through the turn and kept the momen-
tum going into the stretch.

“The plan for today? Go to the lead,” Ferraro 
said. “She loves it, she’s a dirty girl!”

– Shayna Tiller

• Linda Rice won her first race of the meet when 
her ninth starter, Game Girl, drew in off the main 
track only list and took the seventh. Rice, the 2009 
training champion, wasn’t surprised by the slow 
start. 

“We had a very good Belmont meet,” Rice said. 

“Finished third behind Chad (Brown) and Todd 
(Pletcher), but we had run our horses pretty aggres-
sively at Belmont Park, so I knew I was going to get 
started a little slow. But it’s always nice to get the 
first one.”

Game Girl broke on top in the claiming event, 
which was taken off the turf and moved to the 
sloppy main track, resulting in a distance change 
from 1 mile to 7 furlongs. Although she had to deal 
with a pesky Madame Barbarian in the opening 3 
furlongs, Game Girl built a 1 1/2-length advantage 
heading into the far turn. Game Girl swung into the 
stretch with enough room to float the Travers canoe 
lengthwise between her and the rail and maintained 
a 2 1/4-length lead to the wire.

Monday’s outing was the second time Game Girl 
sprinted over a sloppy, sealed track. 

“We were very happy (to get into the race),” 

Rice said. “There weren’t other MTOs, so every 
little bit helps.” 

Rice and owner Aron Yagoda claimed Game 
Girl in March for $25,000. The 3-year-old Con-
grats filly has a third and two wins to her credit 
from three subsequent starts. She broke her maiden 
for a $30,000 tag last time out May 12 at Belmont 
and now has a win at the $40,000 level.

“My client, Aron Yagoda had liked her in the 
form and I frankly agreed on that,” Rice said. “We 
both liked her pedigree and thought she was a 
young filly who might improve. Actually, the lon-
ger I’ve had her, I told Aron all along, this filly is 
improving and I’ve seen improvement in her train-
ing and whatnot, so I was pretty pleased with her.” 

Rice also claimed the race’s 2-1 favorite Modern 
Lady, who finished fifth, for $40,000.

– Brandon Valvo

Monday–
 Continued from page 26
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Monday August 1.

FIRST $50,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $50,000, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
6 Seeking Payment J. Castellano $11.40 $5.30 $3.30
5 Helluva Choice I. Ortiz, Jr.  $3.40 $2.60
2 Bajan Cash J. Rosario   $2.60
B Colt 2014, by Quality Road - Gal’s Victory by Victory Gallop
Owner: Pike Place Racing and Homewrecker Racing LLC. 
Trainer: Eddie Kenneally. 
Breeder: James Everatt, Janeane Everatt & ArikaEveratt-Meeuse & 
W.S (KY).
Claimed: Seeking Payment claimed by JEH Racing Stable LLC for 
$50,000. Time: 1:06.17. Exacta (6-5), $35.80; Superfecta (6-5-2-3), 
$618.00; Trifecta (6-5-2), $118.00

SECOND $75,000, NY-BRED ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
3 Brimstone R. Santana, Jr. $10.60 $2.90 $2.60
2 Tencendur J. Ortiz  $2.10 $2.10
1A Cause I’m Alex J. Leparoux   $3.40
B Gelding 2012, by Munnings - Nice Kitty Kitty by Forest Wildcat
Owner: Sovereign Stable. Trainer: John Terranova, II. 
Breeder: John T. Behrendt & Charles Marquis (NY).
Late Scratches: Calzini Rossi
Time: 1:52.60
Daily Double (6-3), $62.50; Exacta (3-2), $17.00; Quinella (2-3), 
$5.70; Superfecta (3-2-1-4), $219.50; Trifecta (3-2-1), $49.60

THIRD $73,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3&UP, 5 1/2F
8 True Charm J. Lezcano $10.40 $5.00 $3.10
2 Lady’s First I. Ortiz, Jr.  $5.70 $3.00
5 Classy Chris J. Rosario   $2.50
B Filly 2013, by Langfuhr - Truly Charming by Elusive Quality
Owner: McMahon, Joseph G., McMahon, Anne, Forlano, Bartholomew 
F. and Dalton, Gloria. Trainer: James Ferraro. 
Breeder: McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds, & Robt. Forlano (NY).
Late Scratches: Bay Island
Time: 1:04.66
Daily Double (3-8), $79.50; Exacta (8-2), $43.60; Superfecta (8-2-5-
1), $771.00; Trifecta (8-2-5), $121.50; Pic 3 (6-3-8), $367.00

FOURTH $32,000, CLAIMING $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
3 McMullen County L. Saez $4.80 $3.20 $2.30
5 Salem Loop K. Carmouche  $6.90 $3.70
4 Luckybuck Syndrome A. Gryder   $3.70
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2012, by Birdstone - Aspen Light by Bernardini
Owner: Rupp Racing Wentworth Brochu LLC. 
Trainer: Brad Cox. Breeder: Stonestreet Thoroughbred Holdings (KY).
Late Scratches: Jeremy’s Song. Claimed: McMullen County claimed by 
Englehart, Jeffrey S. for $16,000
Time: 1:51.98
Daily Double (8-3), $29.00; Exacta (3-5), $28.80; Quinella (3-5), 
$18.80; Superfecta (3-5-4-2), $383.00; Trifecta (3-5-4), $124.00; Pic 
3 (3-8-3), $136.50

FIFTH $73,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3&UP, 1 1/8M
4 Holy Week S. Bridgmohan $15.40 $8.30 $3.50
8 Light the Vow M. Luzzi  $10.40 $4.90
7 (dq)Pinnacle Mountain J. Castellano   $3.00
B Colt 2012, by Pleasantly Perfect - Queen Bonnie by Bernstein
Owner: Buhr, Carl. Trainer: Desmond Farrell. Breeder: Carl Buhr (NY).
Late Scratches: Dot Matrix, Bushmill Giant
Time: 1:54.29
Daily Double (3-4), $58.00; Exacta (4-8), $120.00; Superfecta (4-8-7-
2), $1,427.00; Trifecta (4-8-7), $381.00; Pic 3 (8-3-4), $323.00; Pic 4 
(3-8-1/3-4), $1,680.00; Pic 5 (6-3-8-1/3-4), $9,081.00

SIXTH $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
2 Life in Shambles J. Castellano $3.90 $3.10 $2.10
6 Doctor J Dub E. Cancel  $6.70 $3.30
9 Speeding Comet I. Ortiz, Jr.   $2.30
Gr/ro Gelding 2011, by Broken Vow - Life (FR) by Anabaa
Owner: Paradise Farms Corp.. Trainer: Steven Asmussen. 
Breeder: C. Clement & Don M. Robinson (KY).
Late Scratches: Night Officer, Cyclogenisis, Winter Springs (FR), 
Changewilldoyagood, Shadow Rock
Time: 1:03.23
Daily Double (4-2), $37.80; Exacta (2-6), $35.20; Superfecta (2-6-9-
4), $165.00; Trifecta (2-6-9), $78.50; Pic 3 (3-4-2), $146.00

SEVENTH $47,000, CLAIMING $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
12 Game Girl J. Ortiz $7.20 $4.10 $3.40
3 Madame Barbarian I. Ortiz, Jr.  $5.70 $4.30
6 Rosedale Arch E. Cancel   $4.70
Dk B/ Br Filly 2013, by Congrats - Gran Lioness by Lion Heart
Owner: Yagoda, Aron, S.. Trainer: Linda Rice. 
Breeder: Redmon Farm, LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Eqho, Just Be Steppin, Undertherain, Sauvignon, 
Pleasure Cruise, Adirondack Luck
Claimed: Madame Barbarian claimed by Henning, Michael A. for 
$40,000, Modern Lady claimed by Rice, Linda for $40,000
Time: 1:24.22
Daily Double (2-12), $10.20; Exacta (12-3), $43.60; Superfecta (12-
3-6-2), $571.00; Trifecta (12-3-6), $243.00; Pic 3 (4-2-12), $145.50

EIGHTH $100,000, STAKES - CORONATION CUP S., 3 YO, 5 1/2F
3 Lost Raven J. Ortiz $3.50 $2.30 
4 Quick Release F. Geroux  $2.90 
5 Brinkley L. Saez   
B Filly 2013, by Uncle Mo - Elusive Raven by Elusive Quality
Owner: Repole Stable. Trainer: Todd Pletcher. 
Breeder: Repole Stable, Inc. (KY).
Late Scratches: Ava’s Kitten, Tizanillusion, Miss Katie Mae (IRE), Coco 
as in Chanel
Time: 1:04.42
Daily Double (12-3), $11.20; Exacta (3-4), $8.50; Pic 3 (2-12-3), 
$20.60; Place Pix Nine (4,7,8/1,2,3,6,7,8,9,10/3,6,12/), $19.40

NINTH $39,000 MDN CLM. ($25,000) NY-BRED. 3&UP F&M 6F
8 Dream On J. Rosario 7.50 4.40 2.90
7 E Warfare M. Franco  4.30 3.20
2 Barbie Stones A. Gryder   3.80
Dk. B./Br. f, 4, Cosmonaut-Salty Romance, Salt Lake.
Owner: Blue Devil Racing Stable. Trainer: Carlos Martin. 
Breeder: Blue Devil Racing Stable (NY).
Claimed: Argyle Gal Clark Brewster, Steve Asmussen; E Warfare Coro-
na Racing, Juan Ortiz.
Daily Double (3-8) $19.20. Exacta (8-7) $31.80. Trifecta (8-7-2) $191. 
Superfecta (8-7-2-5) $1,044. Pick 3 (12-3-8) $68.50. Pick 4 $142.50. 
Pick 6 $1.444. Pick 6 (5 correct) $29.

Copyright 2016 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

MONDAY SARATOGA RESULTS

www.thisishorseracing.com

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS ................... 1ST
Chad Brown ...........................9
Todd Pletcher .........................9
Kiaran McLaughlin .................7
Jason Servis ..........................5
Jeremiah Englehart ................4
Graham Motion ......................4

JOCKEYS .................... 1ST
Irad Ortiz Jr. .........................17
John Velazquez ....................11
Jose Ortiz .............................10
Joel Rosario ...........................9
Javier Castellano ....................9
Junior Alvarado ......................6
Manny Franco ........................6
Luis Saez ................................6
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I saw the saddle first. The letters LUZ poking 
behind a pink saddle towel and a girth, wedged be-
tween a valet’s elbow and wrist as it was carried 
across the paddock to a saddling stall for the fifth 
race. 

Whew. The saddle meant Mike Luzzi was OK af-
ter hurling into the slop in the fourth when Domes-
tic Warrior broke down in a $16,000 claimer on an 
overcast Monday at Saratoga. 

Charlton Baker positioned Luzzi’s saddle on 
Light The Vow’s back and tightened two girths 
around the bay gelding. Minutes later, Luzzi walked 
into the paddock. A red mark on his cheek (it looked 
like a rug burn) was all that was visible from what 
had happened 20 minutes earlier. A red abrasion, 
a square, that’s it – on the outside. On the inside, 
well, falls get buried somewhere deep, but they nev-
er die, only the jockey knows the magnitude, feels 
the memory of those.

The moment of peril, the inability to stop it, the 
slow-motion house of cards coming down. The 
mental note-taking of who’s in front of you, who’s 
next to you, and more importantly who’s behind 
you. The instincts to let your reins slide through 
your fingers. The shimmying, or at least the wish 
of shimmying, your toes in the irons, making sure 
they’ll come out. The art of riding it out until the 
horse turns and you’re ejected. Shoulder first, go 
with the motion, roll – ‘I’m not hurt yet, I’m not 
hurt yet, I’m not hurt yet,’ ripping through your 
mind – cover up in a ball and wait for silence. The 
staccato, electric beat of a race and then nothing, a 
silence where there was once noise. Breathe. Then, 
the checklist – move your feet, your hands, your 
head. Sit. Squat. Stand. Spit. Search for your whip, 
sometimes it’s 30 feet away. The ambulance breaks 
the solitude. Play tough, don’t limp, focus your eyes. 
Climb gingerly into the ambulance for a ride back to 
the room, stretching your neck, arching your shoul-
ders, brushing sand from the corners of your eyes, 

your mouth, releasing dirt and grass wedged under 
the rubber bands around your wrists. Go over your 
answers for the trainer, for the doctor, for the loved 
ones standing in shock, a world away. Take a deep 
breath, corral, control, compose, think about your 
next ride… 

Luzzi shook hands with Baker, owner Albert 
Fried, team members and hangers on standing un-
der a tree in the paddock.  

“Wouldn’t miss it for the world,” Luzzi said to 
Fried and Baker, as they asked if he was OK. “I 
clean up fast, I been doing this 28 years.”

From the naked eye, Luzzi looked like any oth-
er jockey, clean white breeches, shiny black and 
brown-topped boots, crisp red and yellow silks, 
whip dangling like a baton from his left hand. Luzzi 
made small talk, you know the kind – jovial, upbeat 
banter – a cocktail of energy, tension and anticipa-
tion. 

From a few feet away, from a retired jockey’s 
view, Luzzi did not look like any other jockey. His 
eyes told a different story, steely, aiming forward, 
just a hint of stress, not fear, but stress, like he had 
seen something he shouldn’t have seen. He did not 
sound like any other jockey, too quick to answer, 
like a guilty man on trial. Fallen jockeys have mas-

tered the art of playing tough, the best defense is a 
good offense. 

They say if you fall off the horse, you’ve got to 
get right back on the horse. It works great for kids 
who have tipped their tricycle, perfect for a Little 
League game, appropriate when a teenage crush is 
squashed. Here was Luzzi, getting right back on the 
horse. The 46-year-old veteran had been here before 
and will be here again, brushing off the sand and 
brushing off the fear. 

Baker gave Luzzi a leg up and Light The Vow 
jigged out of the paddock, warmed up and walked 
into the gate for the fifth, an off-the-turf New York-
bred maiden breaking in front of the stands. 

Light The Vow launched from his outside stall 
and Luzzi shook his right rein to set up outside 
Heavenly Sun and Pinnacle Mountain into the first 
turn. Rolling past the spot where 27 minutes earli-
er he had fallen from the sky, Luzzi lobbed above 
Light The Vow’s withers, holding his position on the 
outside. Into the stretch, Light The Vow and Pinna-
cle Mountain battled, Luzzi asked for a lead change 
like he had done thousands of times, slapped once 
right-handed, pumped. Inside the sixteenth pole, 
Pinnacle Mountain came out, squeezing Light The 
Vow into the onrushing Holy Week. Luzzi stead-
ied, then, once clear, drove Light The Vow to finish 
third. 

Luzzi claimed foul on Javier Castellano, stewards 
disqualified Pinnacle Mountain and placed Light 
The Vow second.   

Like nothing had happened, Luzzi had gotten 
back on the horse. It’s the definition of being a jock-
ey. On the day of the Permanently Disabled Jockeys 
Fund karaoke fundraiser, Luzzi reminded peers and 
players on why there are fundraisers. 

Monday, Luzzi got right back on the horse. There 
will be another day, when another jockey doesn’t.  

cupofcoffee The Fall
BY SEAN CLANCY
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L AOB AN
JIM DANDY S. (G1)

E X AGG E R ATOR
HASKELL INVITATIONAL S. (G1)
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