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Your Love scores in the Shine Again
All Heart
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SUNDAY & MONDAY NOTEBOOKS
KINGSLEY WINS TWO JUMP RACES
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LICENSE PLATE OF THE DAY
AFRMED77. New York

BUMPER STICKER OF THE DAY
Gun Runner for President.

BY THE NUMBERS
9: Men filling in divots on the Oklahoma turf course at 2:40 Tuesday afternoon.

NAMES OF THE DAY
Currency Chaos, sixth race: Daughter of Exchange Rate makes her fifth start for trainer Dave 
Donk and owner Charles Engel.

Lolli, 10th race: Bonner Young’s daughter of Candy Ride makes her career debut.

WORTH REPEATING
“He’s a good kid. He takes after his mother.”

Robbie Davis, after Wayne Catalano congratulated him for his son Dylan’s success

“Got his daddy’s talent.”
Catalano, responding to Davis’ humility

“Never had it to lose.”
Exercise rider and former steeplechase jockey Roger Horgan when told he’s still got it 

Darleydarleyameric a.com 859-255-8537

Among second-crop sires, only Violence and Declaration Of War 
can top his three career Graded Stakes horses. Second-crop juveniles include 

Godolphin’s impressive four-length Laurel maiden winner Elsa.
Animal Kingdom: Your natural selection...

Connie Bush
Benched. As Eagles (and Bengals) fans, The Special team isn’t sure but Eli Manning 
should probably have something better to do than watch morning workouts at Saratoga.

here&there...at Saratoga
Presented by Neuman Equine Insurance ..................... equineinsurance.com

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/animal-kingdom?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Animal%20Kingdom&utm_campaign=Stallions
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WORTH REPEATING
“Shakespeare 1. Shakespeare 2.”

Christophe Clement as he saw The Special’s Joe and Sean Clancy Saturday

“Come on, let me win one.”
Julien Leparoux to Joel Rosario after dead-heating in the Bowling Green

“Every day I read the paper. Sometimes I forget on Tuesdays, I look for it.”
Jockey Irad Ortiz about The Special

“He was like, ‘I can go as fast sideways as they go straight.’ ”
Trainer Steve Asmussen after Tenfold veered out but still won the Jim Dandy 

“Keep me out of the paper.”
Bloodstock agent Steve Young, told he was quoted in this section of The Special again

“You don’t have to appreciate it, we do it for ourselves.”
Daily Saratoga Special reader Terry Hill’s response 

 to Brandon Valvo when told we appreciate his support
“We’ll frame it.”

Hill’s wife Miranda Lee when Valvo told Hill his comment would appear in Here & There

“That’s definitely a Clancy.”
Patty Valvo (mother of the Special’s Brandon Valvo)  

when Sean Clancy pulled up alongside the pair in his car Sunday evening

“He trains like frickin’ Man o’ War, but he’s just not that good.”
Mark Casse, when an impressive mover he trains galloped by Wednesday morning

The aratogaEditors/Publishers
Sean Clancy: (302) 545-7713. sean@thisishorseracing.com

Joe Clancy: (302) 545-4424. joe@thisishorseracing.com

Managing Editor
Tom Law: (859) 396-9407. tom@thisishorseracing.com
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Brandon Valvo, David Woods.

Handicappers: Charles Bedard, Donald Phillips, John Shapazian.
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Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
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thisishorseracing.com
Published Thursday through Sunday  

during the racing season. 
Plus Monday, Aug. 6 and Tuesday, Aug. 7.

The Saratoga Special, thisishorseracing.com
Thoroughbred Racing Calendar, The Best of The Saratoga Special. 

Call us about your editorial needs.

Home Office: 364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F, Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 392-5867 • Fax (410) 392-0170

EMBRACE THE RACE®
327 Broadway

Saratoga Springs

embracetherace.com

Wear What You Love™

Now on Broadway.

here&there...at Saratoga
Presented by Neuman Equine Insurance ..................... equineinsurance.com

NICOMA

®

®and its affiliate

Raising and Selling Racehorses

Barn 5

Hip 23 - CARPE DIEM - Lemon Splendor f.
Hip 98 - TAPIT - Seattle Smooth  f.
Hip 106 - CURLIN - Shop Again f. 

Contact: Headley c: 859-221-5108   Price c: 859-321-5117   millridge.com   nicoma.com

https://embracetherace.com/
http://www.millridge.com/
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DON’T GET LEFT BEHIND!
EARN 25% MORE 

For more information on the Virginia Bred & Certified programs, please visit vabred.org.

Virginia Thoroughbred Association
250 West Main Street, Suite 100, Charlottesville VA 22902

(434) 977-3716

WHEN YOU OWN A VIRGINIA-BRED 
OR VIRGINIA-CERTIFIED HORSE THAT WINS 

IN NY, NJ, PA, DE, MD OR WV

https://www.vabred.org/
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WORTH REPEATING
“I feel like I’m riding better than ever, I’m as confident as can be, I’m looking forward to winning 
a lot more races, winning as many of these six races as I can, I’ve got good rides.”

Steeplechase jockey Willie McCarthy  
after winning the Jonathan Kiser Novice Stakes last week 

 
“That’s my next job.”

Retired valet Denny McCabe,  
when seeing the Saratoga horse mascot in the crowd Monday

“I’ll bring a flask.”
The Special’s Tom Law, when hearing that Caffe Lena hit a momentary  

snafu with serving alcohol at the Joan Osborne concert Sunday night

“God Bless Ryan Jones and his mom and dad. Wonderful column!”
Longtime Special reader, Mike Murray after reading about Second Lieutenant Ryan Jones  

“From time to time in the past 20 years or so, I’ve said hello to Lisa Bartkowski (and she to me). 
Thanks to the Saratoga Special, I now know her name. What’s the hawk’s name?

Longtime Special reader Don Reed after reading the feature on Weekend Hideaway

“Land the Plane.”
Gabby Gaudet, reminiscing about her days at The Special 

 (it was the editors’ mantra as Gaudet tried to finish her writing every night)

“I rode her as a 2-year-old. Just a quality animal, very laid back, very well rounded, sound, you 
knew she was going to be special, well, not that special.”

Jarred Coetzee, about Australian legend Winx

“Years of experience.”
Todd Pletcher, sarcastically answering what made him think today’s  

Birdstone Stakes favorite Hard Study would be suited to marathon distances

“He told me he can’t score but he can foul.”
Pletcher, discussing Dale Romans strategy in the  

trainers vs. jockeys All-Star Charity Basketball game scheduled for Thursday night

Owner Lee Einsidler, before Saturday’s fifth: “Leave some meat on the bone for us in this one, 
will you Chad?”
Trainer Chad Brown: “Not this time.”

“I tell my people, come Saturday, you make the payroll you can be the boss.”
Trainer Wayne Catalano kidding with members of his staff

“I’m 3. I’m going to be 30.”
Saratoga visitor George Bell (we told him not to be in a hurry)

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“I’m sorry, do you want to stand up there?” 

High heel-clad Maggie Wolfendale to jockey Eric Cancel  
as she gestured to the winner’s circle podium to help neutralize  

the pair’s significant height difference before a TV interview 

SHADWELL FARMSHADWELL FARMSHADWELL FARM
SHADWELL FARMSHADWELL FARMSHADWELL FARM

SHADWELL FARMSHADWELL FARMSHADWELL FARM
SHADWELL FARMSHADWELL FARMSHADWELL FARM

SHADWELL FARMSHADWELL FARM

ALBERTUS MAXIMUS
by Albert the Great

MOHAYMEN
by Tapit

TAMARKUZ
by Speightstown 

Kent Barnes, Stallion Mgr. 
859-224-4585 

www.shadwellfarm.com

here&there...at Saratoga
Presented by Neuman Equine Insurance ..................... equineinsurance.com

COUNTRY LIFE 
FARM

Maryland, My Maryland
Country Life Farm

Come racing in Maryland with us! Offering 
shares in two MD-bred 2-year-olds. This colt is 
heading to Mike Trombetta at Laurel and he’s 
a ½ brother to Eclipse Champion Declan’s 
Moon. Call for details.
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Josh Pons 443-807-0644  v Mike Pons 410-459-8517 v Christy Holden 410-808-1325 
Bel Air, MD 21014 • 410.879.1952 v countrylifefarm.com v info@countrylifefarm.com

https://www.brookledge.com/
http://www.countrylifefarm.com/
http://shadwellfarm.com/
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The New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association

www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337   
 visit us on Facebook

“That particular horse, we gave $75 for that one. Somebody told my father, ‘Look, if you don’t 
want your son to get killed, tell him to take hold of that horse, don’t be pushing him and letting 
him run, you’ve got to take hold of him and he’ll complete the course, and he’ll have a much 
better ride and the horse will jump a lot better. So that’s what I did, that’s how little I knew. 
There was an old jock, he was riding a horse, just trying to get him around, it was 
a five-horse race, he seen me, and said, ‘Come up in here, I’m not going any 
place.’ I went up in there and wound up being fourth, it was $200 for fourth, 
he knew we could use that $200.”

– Trainer Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

The Chief . . . Day 8
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www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Yearling to  
2-year-old prep

Proud to support 
Thoroughbred aftercare

Photo of 
the Day

Pinhooking  
Partnerships

2-year-olds  in 
training sales

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com

Congratulations to Berned for 
winning the Molly Pitcher!

The Special takes a swing at a list of the 
meet’s best – performances, achieve-
ments, oddball feats of human or equine 
wonder. We’ll update it daily, or we’ll try to 
anyway. And we’re off…

1. Imperial Hint. Vanderbilt July 28. You 
going to argue with that performance? 
Special, small sprinter won Grade 1 with 
speed, style, simplicity. And we wrote 
about him 18 months ago.

2. Monomoy Girl. C.C.A. Oaks July 22. 
How good was that? Unquestioned queen 
of the meet. As Dylan sang, somebody get 
her a brand new leopard skin pillbox hat. 

3. Weekend Hideaway. John Morrissey 
July 26. Who you callin’ old? Dismissed at 
10-1, he won the N.Y.-bred stakes for the 
second time – four years after the first one. 

4. Turf tie. Even 1 3/8 miles couldn’t de-
cide who won the Bowling Green July 28. 
Glorious Empire and Channel Maker dead 
heated, as trainer Chuck Lawrence won his 
first graded stakes since 1996 and Bill Mott 
won his first since two Saturdays earlier. 

5. Steve Asmussen: Maybe it’s the haircut, 
but it’s probably the horses. National lead-
er in wins (362) hit Saratoga running with 
10 in the first 12 days to grab second, one 
behind Chad Brown. Will it stay that close? 

6. Sistercharlie. Wait, wait, wait some 
more, then pounce. Irish-bred mare caught 
Ultra Brat in the final half-stride to win the 
Grade 1 Diana July 21. Chad Brown trainee 
is a head from being 3-for-3 this year.

7. Luis Saez. Everybody knows the road 
to Saratoga meet title goes through Ortiz 
Land, but there might be a new player. He 
opened with 14 wins in the first 12 days.  
He and agent Richard Depass belong.

8. Catherinethegreat. Opening Day’s first 
star, she won the Schuylerville with dis-
dain. Can’t wait for the Spinaway.

9. Hofburg and Tenfold. Curlin and Jim 
Dandy winners are the local leaders for 
the Travers, though Haskell winner Good 
Magic is on the grounds too. Midsummer 
Derby might turn out OK after all.

10. Farrell. Trainer Wayne Catalano and 
his son-in-law jockey Channing Hill teamed 
up to wire Shuvee over Chilean wonder 
horse Wow Cat. 

On the bubble: Equibase.com for get-
ting rid of Captcha, trainer Arch Kingsley 
winning 2 of first 3 jumps, Joe Sharp’s 
4-for-8 start, those guys who (finally) 
planted the Justify 2018 Triple Crown sign, 
Lyrical Lady, Promises Fulfilled.

The Top 10

http://kirkwoodstables.com/
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As the rain began to drizzle late 
Wednesday morning, Horacio De 
Paz walked the shedrow and inspect-
ed his horses after training. Tucked 
between  Christophe Clement and 
Shug McGaughey on the Oklahoma 
side, De Paz’s shedrow is immaculate, 
with Sagamore Racing’s red diamonds 
dancing over black stall guards at each 
stall. 

Before becoming Sagamore’s private 
trainer in 2015, De Paz worked for 
John Servis, Ralph Nicks, D. Wayne 
Lukas and Todd Pletcher. The multiple 
stakes winning trainer announced last 
week that he will be making his stable 
public and is accepting outside clients 
for the first time.

“It’s been my privilege to work for 
a farm with such a rich history and success as Sag-
amore,” said De Paz of the Maryland-based opera-
tion owned by Under Armour’s Kevin Plank. “Sag-
amore’s been supportive with whatever horses they 
can and are now helping me create new relation-
ships with other clients and people.

“I’m still building on it. Hopefully with our rep-
utation and our stats, people will be encouraged to 
help me out to take on outside horses.“

De Paz stabled Sagamore horses at Saratoga for 
the first time last summer, closing the meet with 
four winners and one second from 15 starts. His 
summer was highlighted with Ginger N Rye’s vic-
tory in the Smart N Fancy Stakes, nearly two years 
after she earned him his first win.

“Last year we were really thrilled with how we 
did,” said De Paz. “Everybody ran well and ran to 
the expectations of what we thought they would 
do. We’re a bit quieter with our 2-year-olds but the 
horses we’ve brought up we think have a good shot 
at competing and showcasing themselves well.”

De Paz has 10 Sagamore horses to the track this 
summer, with 30 others spread between the own-
er’s private training farm in Maryland, Pimlico and 
Churchill Downs.

“For the number of horses we have, we have 
some pretty good ones,” De Paz said. “We try to 
bring the best horses we have.”

De Paz took some time to walk the shedrow with 
The Special’s Shayna Tiller Wednesday morning.

Quiet Company: The 2-year-old homebred daughter of 
Temple City stuck her head over the stall guard, ears pricked 
and begging for attention. The dark bay filly finished third in an 
off-the-turf debut here July 26. “We’ll bring her out in a maiden 
on the turf. It was her first time out, she drew the one hole and 
she showed a lot of class. She needed the race. We think she’ll 
move forward. She’s done really good here, she’s settled in 
good. She’s a big filly too.”

Smile More: The 3-year-old daughter of Tiznow made her 
debut here Wednesday, and finished third going 6 furlongs on 
the dirt. “She’s a nice filly. I think highly of her, she’s done 
everything right coming into it. She had a few setbacks here 
and there and was just immature. She’s a little quirky, but now 
she’s just really matured and the light bulb’s clicked off in the 
right way. She’s really come together well. She’s had some re-
ally good works here.”

Chase Greatness: The big chestnut colt sports a big blaze, 
and nipped at his groom sitting beside the stall. The 2-year-old 
son of More Than Ready finished seventh in the Grade 3 San-
ford Stakes on Opening Weekend. “We were going to scratch 
but the allowance we wanted didn’t go. We opted to go ahead 
and run just because there’s not anything else soon. He missed 
the break, I don’t think he really showcased himself like what 
we think of him. Once we get him on the turf he’ll be able to 
show himself much better. He’s got a lot of personality, lots of 
it. He’s not necessarily a hard horse, just gets a little happy. 
He’s a pretty solid 2-year-old, he still has a lot of development 
to do because he’s a heavy horse but he’s doing well. He’s a 
good doer. If anything, you have to watch the weight on him 
because he’s a big colt. We have the option to work him here 
on the turf so hopefully he likes it and he’ll end up in a stakes 
race on the turf going short, maybe the Skidmore (Aug. 17).”

Chubby Star: A half-sister to Chase Great-
ness, the daughter of Malibu Moon finished 
fourth in the Grade 3 Lake George and the 
Riskaverse Stakes here last summer. She fin-
ished eighth in the Grade 3 Commonwealth 
Oaks at Laurel to close out her 3-year-old 
campaign and has run twice this year. “She’s 
in Maryland, but she’s doing well. We brought 
her back this year and she didn’t come back 
to form like we’d like her to. She’s still eligible 
for the two-other-than so we’re just trying to 
get her back. She’s a hard-knocker, a hard-tri-
er. She was just there against graded compa-
ny. The year might have caught up on her, so 
hopefully by the end of the year she’ll show 
more. We’re hopeful, at least.”

Barry Lee: The dark bay son of Violence was sprawled out 
in the stall, enjoying his morning nap. Eighth in the Grade 2 
Saratoga Special last summer, he closed out the year with a 
second in the Grade 2 Futurity at Belmont and a third in the 
James F.  Lewis III Stakes at Laurel in the fall. He placed third 
in the Grade 3 Amsterdam Saturday. “He missed the break and 
got taken back and they were really fast at the beginning. He 
basically just picked up the pieces at the end and showed some 
run. Joel (Rosario) did really well with him and kept him in his 
rhythm and going into the lane he asked him a few times and 
let him finish up with what he had. The horse came out of it 
well, it was basically like a workout for him. I was really happy 
with his effort. He’s always been a consistent horse, he always 
hits the board and he always tries. With time, he’ll mature and 
maybe step it up there against those caliber horses.”

We Should Talk: A $65,000 purchase as a yearling at 
Fasig-Tipton Kentucky’s July sale two years ago, the son of 
Gemologist was fourth in the Notebook Stakes at Aqueduct in 
November.He’s worked twice at Saratoga in preparation for his 
first start of 2018. “He’s probably going to come back in a New 
York-bred allowance. I’m not sure if I’m going to do dirt or 
turf. In his first start at Belmont last fall, he ended up beating 
Audible. He ran a good number and after that he came back in 
a stake going long. It’s always difficult when you win just one 
race and go into a stake and the other horses have run two or 
three times. He finished mid-pack and then he tailed off, lost 
some weight on us. We gave him the winter off, he got gelded 
and now he’s back here. I like him, he’s training really well. He’s 
a big horse, he’s a bit awkward-looking but he’s coming back 
and has been working well.”

Happy Farm: The petite bay stood in the corner, more con-

Every day at Saratoga, The Special  
presents an exclusive Stable Tour 

with a Saratoga trainer.

See thisishorseracing.com
for the full season.

with  
Horacio De Paz

http://www.fasigtipton.com/
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cerned with licking his feed tub than the people 
standing in front of his stall. The lightly raced 
4-year-old won three of five starts last year, 
including a Saratoga score, and opened 2018 
with a win at Laurel in April. Fourth last time 
at Pimlico, the son of Ghostzapper has worked 
twice here. “He’s back, I’m just trying to pick out 
a spot for him. He likes it up here. Happy Farm 
is the mantra of the farm. Happy people make 
happy horses. He’s a trying little horse. We love 
him. He has a lot of heart, he’s going to try. He’s 
a small horse but he races and really tries. It’s 
almost like he knows he’s carrying the weight of 
the farm on his back.”
 
Pancho: The small chestnut roan Quarter 
Horse stood confidently at his stall guard. Ears 
pricked, he surveyed the shedrow. “Our pony. 
You could pull him out and put tack on him right 
now and he’ll go to work. He’s small, but you 
can’t get enough work out of him. He was actu-
ally a ranch horse and the guy we bought him 
off of said, ‘If you’re going to go pick up some 
bulls, they could run over the top of him and 
he’s never going to sell you out.’ He’s a hearty 
little horse.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

A.G. VANDERBILT   ALICIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   
BELMONT DERBY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ 

CUP FILLY AND MARE TURF    DELAWARE HANDICAP     DONN HANDICAP 
DUBAI WORLD CUP   FRIZETTE   FOREGO   FRANK KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY  
GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE  HASKELL INVITATIONAL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    

IROQUOIS HURDLE    JOE HIRSCH TURF CLASSIC   KENTUCKY DERBY     
KING’S BISHOP   LONESOME GLORY HURDLE    MAKER’S 46 MILE   MANHATTAN   

MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  METROPOLITAN MILE    NEARCTIC STAKES  
PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II    SHADWELL TURF MILE   SPINAWAY    

SPINSTER  SWORD DANCER  TEST    UNITED NATIONS   VANITY HANDICAP      WHIT-
NEY HANDICAP   WOOD MEMORIAL  A.G. VANDERBILT   ALICIBIADES    ARLINGTON 

MILLION    AWESOME AGAIN    BELMONT DERBY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF    
BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC    BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY AND MARE TURF    DELAWARE 
HANDICAP   DONN HANDICAP   DUBAI WORLD CUP   FLORIDA  DERBY    FRIZETTE   

FOREGO   FRANK KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY   GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE  
HASKELL INVITATIONAL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    IROQUOIS HURDLE    JOE 

HIRSCH TURF CLASSIC   KENTUCKY DERBY   KING’S BISHOP   LONESOME 
GLORY HURDLE     MAKER’S 46 MILE     MANHATTAN    MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  
METROPOLITAN MILE     NEARCTIC STAKES  PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II    

SHADWELL TURF MILE   SPINAWAY     SPINSTER  SWORD DANCER   TEST    
UNITED NATIONS   VANITY HANDICAP     WHITNEY HANDICAP  WOOD MEMORIAL   

A.G. VANDERBILT   ALICIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   
BELMONT DERBY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ 

CUP FILLY AND MARE TURF   DELAWARE HANDICAP  DONN HANDICAP   
DUBAI WORLD CUP  FLORIDA DERBY    FRIZETTE   FOREGO   FRANK 

KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY  GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE    HASKELL INVITATION-
AL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    IROQUOIS HURDLE   JOE HIRSCH TURF 

CLASSIC   KENTUCKY DERBY     KING’S BISHOP   LONESOME GLORY HURDLE     
MAKER’S 46 MILE    MANHATTAN    MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  METROPOLITAN 

MILE     NEARCTIC STAKES  PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II   SHADWELL TURF 
MILE   SPINAWAY    SPINSTER  SWORD DANCER   TEST    UNITED NATIONS    

VANITY HANDICAP     WHITNEY HANDICAP WOOD MEMORIAL   A.G. VANDER-
BILT   ALICIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   BELMONT  DER-
BY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY 

AND MARE TURF  DELAWARE HANDICAP     DONN HANDICAP   DUBAI WORLD CUP      
FLORIDA DERBY     FRIZETTE   FOREGO   FRANK KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY
GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE  HASKELL INVITATIONAL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    

W i n n i n g  w h e n  i t  m a t t e r s .

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses 
include 49 Individual Grade 1 winners. 

Just some of the races they’ve won…

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921
Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

PHOTO © KATHEE RENGERT
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BY TOM LAW AND BEN GOWANS
Todd Pletcher answering questions 

about his Kentucky Derby record is 
about as close to a Kentucky spring-
time tradition as ladies in outlandish 
hats, frat boys rocking bow ties and 
choking down cigars and $20 mint 
juleps.

Nobody really questions his record 
in every other important stakes race 
in North America, and most definitely 
not in the Birdstone Stakes.

Pletcher sports a 4-for-6 mark 
in the Birdstone, which goes for the 
seventh time as today’s fourth race at 
Saratoga Race Course, and sends out 
two of the five older horses entered in 
the 1 3/4-mile stakes. Hard Study and 
You’re To Blame lead Pletcher’s push 

for five Birdstone victories, the former 
the 3-5 favorite on the morning line 
and the latter the 7-2 second choice. 

Hard Study won last year’s Bird-
stone as the 6-5 favorite and the 
5-year-old son of Big Brown comes in 
off a third behind Hoppertunity and 
War Story in the Grade 2 Brooklyn on 
the Belmont Stakes Day undercard. 

Bred and owned by Paul Pompa 
Jr., Hard Study brings a record of 
7-for-13 into the Birdstone and the 
only time he finished worse than third 
was a ninth in his debut on the grass 
in early 2016 at Gulfstream Park. Tod Marks

Defending race winner Hard Study is the favorite.

BIRDSTONE PREVIEW

Distance Test
Pletcher barn bids for fifth win  
in dirt marathon at Saratoga

Continued On Page 12 

http://www.brisnet.com/content/


11Thursday, augusT 2, 2018 The saraToga special

Mid-Atlantic
ThoroughbredVol. 26, Issue 8 
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Meet Bobby Lillis  |  Sports betting takes root  |  Hawkish rules Penn Mile 

High Stakes 
Pennsylvania-bred Spring Quality 

keys region’s banner day at Belmont

C1_0818.indd   1

7/18/18   3:46 PM

On race’s 50th anniversary, Girvin rules the Haskell | Meet jockey Carol Cedeno

Mid-Atlantic
ThoroughbredVol. 25, Issue 9 
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Looking for another good read?
Our August issue is now available on line or at the Saratoga Special office 

Last August’s guest writer 
Maryanna Skrowonski won 
a coveted American Horse 
Publications Award for her  

My Man O’War story. And 
editor Joe Clancy’s eulogy 
of  home town hero Ben’s 
Cat won an award as well.
Our current August issue 
 is available online NOW. 
Just join the Club and get 

the digital edition free!
Better yet, stop by the  

Saratoga Special offices at  
259 East Avenue  

for a copy!

Always entertaining 
stories  from those 
familiar Saratoga Special 
faces, Joe and Sean 
Clancy, and Tom Law. 
This issue read about 
how Mid-Atlantic breds 
blew the competition 
away Belmont weekend–
beautifully illustrated 
with great photography. 
Then meet Maryland’s 
Bobby Lillis. And you 
know no one will tell 
their stories like  
Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred.
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“He just fit the profile of horses we’ve had suc-
cess doing that with in the past,” Pletcher said of 
Hard Study’s ability to excel in distance tests. “He’s 
a big galloper and not a real headstrong horse. 
When you run these types of distances you need a 
horse who can keep galloping but also one who can 
turn off a little bit. You can’t pull hard for a mile-
and-a-half, a mile-and-three-quarters.”

Hard Study didn’t pull in the Brooklyn. He raced 
in sixth early and gradually made an extended run 
behind War Story, who led into the stretch before 
they were both overtaken by Hoppertunity inside 
the final sixteenth. Hard Study finished 3 lengths 
behind the winner, and only three-quarters behind 
the runner-up. 

“I thought he ran well. That was a very tough 
race,” Pletcher said. “He didn’t have a difficult trip 
but he had what I would describe as a crowded trip. 
I thought he showed up and ran his race. There 
were some tough horses in there like Hoppertunity 
and War Story. Those horses are warriors. I think 
that was a really high-quality renewal.”

Carlino, the 4-1 third choice on the morning 
line for trainer Mark Hennig, finished fifth in the 
Brooklyn after a well-beaten fourth behind Hard 
Study in the Flat Out going 11 furlongs in early 
May at Belmont. 

You’re To Blame comes in off a third in the State 
Dinner Stakes at Belmont July 6, the same race 
Hard Study used as a prep before his Birdstone vic-
tory last year. 

You’re To Blame came to Pletcher’s barn last fall 
after bloodstock agent Steve Young purchased the 
son of Distorted Humor for $440,000 on behalf 
of Bortolazzo Stable at the Keeneland November 
breeding stock sale. 

Pletcher takes off You’re To Blame’s blinkers to-
day as he continues to learn about the 4-year-old 
colt. He’s 1-for-6 since Pletcher took over the colt’s 
training from Chad Brown, the lone victory in a 1 
1/16-mile optional in early February at Gulfstream 
Park. 

“It’s been a little tricky because I don’t know 
for sure exactly what his forte is,” Pletcher said. 
“He has some decent races around one turn, he has 
some decent races around two turns. You run him 
short and you think he wants to run longer and you 
run him long and you think he wants to run shorter. 
I haven’t exactly figured him out. He consistently 
shows up and runs hard. We’re trying to find a way 
to get him in the winner’s circle.”

Ian Wilkes sends out the other two entrants in 
the Birdstone in Archanova and Big Dollar Bill. 

Archanova used a third in last year’s Birdstone 
and a third in the Temperence Hill about two 
months later to land a spot in the Grade 2 Mara-
thon Stakes on the Breeders’ Cup undercard at Del 
Mar, where he finished seventh. The 5-year-old son 
of Archarcharch won his 2018 debut in a 1-mile 
and 40-yard optional at Tampa Bay Downs before 
finishing seventh in a 1-mile grass optional at Chur-
chill Downs June 23. 

Big Dollar Bill returns to stakes company for the 
first time since finishing fourth in the Challenger in 
early March at Tampa. He won a two-turn allow-
ance at Keeneland this spring before a second and a 
fourth in similar optional races at Churchill. 

Birdstone –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
You’re To Blame stretches to 1 3/4 miles in the Birdstone.

http://wvbc.com/wordpress/
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nytbreeders.org  518.587.0777

Visit our website or call 518.388.0174

MULTIPLE GSW
FOURSTAR CROOK

New York S-G2, etc.
($1,213,166)

MULTIPLE GSW
GIANT EXPECTATIONS

San Antonio S-G2, etc.
($1,135,200)

WORLD-RECORD SETTER
DISCO PARTNER

Jaipur S-G2 (twice), etc.
($1,158,310)

G1SW & CLASSIC-PLACED
AUDIBLE

Florida Derby G1, 
3rd, Kentucky Derby-G1, etc.

($1,082,920)

GRADE 1 WINNER
DIVERSIFY

Suburban H-G1, etc.
($1,309,425)

In 2017, NY-BREDS won 106 stakes races worth $19.3 million
2017 NY-Bred Graded / Group winners included:

A world-record setter •  A Breeders’ Cup champion •  Two Eclipse Award finalists

With performance like this, shouldn’t you be buying and racing registered NY-BREDS?
Saratoga Selected Yearlings — Aug. 6-7  •  Saratoga NY-Bred Preferred Yearlings — Aug. 11-12

BARBARA D. LIVINGSTON ©

http://www.nybreds.com/
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Thursday, August 2.

1ST (1:00PM). $50,000, CLM $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Archumybaby ................. J. Garcia .......................... M. Kantarmaci .............. 9-2
2  ..... 2 ............Satin Sheets ................... D. Cohen .......................... G. Gullo ........................ 5-2
3  ..... 3 ............Gypsy Jo ........................ M. Franco ........................ R. Violette, Jr. ............... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Bustin Hearts ................. L. Saez ............................. J. Englehart .................. 4-1
5  ..... 5 ............Lightning Lilly ................ K. Carmouche .................. G. Matties ................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............My Won Love ................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 7-5

2ND (1:33PM). $75,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 5 ............Ready to Escape ............. J. Rosario ........................ C. Baker ........................ 4-5
1a  .... 7 ............Light the Posse .............. M. Luzzi ........................... C. Baker ........................ 4-5
2  ..... 1 ............Tenency .......................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Englehart ................ 10-1
3  ..... 2 ............San Juan Diego .............. L. Saez ............................. R. Moquett ................... 4-1
4  ..... 3 ............Royal Heist ..................... K. Carmouche .................. E. Jones ....................... 3-1
5  ..... 4 ............Claude’salleycat .............. D. Beckner ....................... M. Winney .................. 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............Wild Road ...................... J. Leparoux ...................... D. Stewart .................... 5-1

3RD (2:06PM). $85,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... MTO ......Business Cycle ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 6-5
1a  .... 6 ............Frontier Market .............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 6-5
2  ..... MTO ......Dark N Cloudy ................ . Rider TBA ...................... T. Pletcher .................... 4-1
3  ..... 2 ............Hizeem ........................... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 5-2
4  ..... 3 ............Hierarchy........................ J. Ortiz ............................. C. McGaughey III ......... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Chantry Flats .................. M. Franco ........................ M. Nevin ..................... 15-1
6  ..... 7 ............Shiny Copper Penny ....... J. Alvarado ...................... D. Seyler .................... 30-1
7  ..... 8 ............Justinspeightofit ............ A. Lezcano ....................... J. Gutierrez ................. 50-1
8  ..... 9 ............Piantagrane .................... F. Geroux ......................... N. Zito .......................... 8-1
9  ..... 10 ..........Lonhtwist ....................... J. Velazquez ..................... L. O’Brien ................... 10-1

4TH (2:40PM). $100,000, STK - THE BIRDSTONE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/4M
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Hard Study ..................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 3-5
2  ..... 2 ............Carlino ........................... J. Lezcano ....................... M. Hennig .................... 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............You’re to Blame .............. J. Castellano .................... T. Pletcher .................... 7-2
4  ..... 4 ............Archanova ...................... M. Franco ........................ I. Wilkes ..................... 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Big Dollar Bill ................. C. Landeros ..................... I. Wilkes ....................... 6-1

5TH (3:14PM). $25,000, CLM $12,500, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Asian’s Way .................... J. Rosario ........................ J. Toscano, Jr. .............. 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Non Finisce Mai ............. D. Cohen .......................... G. Gullo ........................ 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Brooklyn Gal .................. O. Gomez ......................... S. Iorio, Jr. ................. 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............No More Excuses ........... M. Franco ........................ L. Gaudet .................... 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............E Warfare ....................... D. Davis ........................... J. Ortiz ........................ 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Patriotic Endeavor .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Rice .......................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Daring Prospect ............. J. Alvarado ...................... T. Morley ...................... 4-1
8  ..... 8 ............Loose ............................. L. Saez ............................. B. Cox .......................... 8-5

6TH (3:48PM). $45,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... MTO ......Malarkey ........................ . Rider TBA ...................... D. Donk ...................... 15-1
1a  .... 12 ..........My Sister’s Keeper ......... F. Geroux ......................... M. Dini ....................... 15-1
2  ..... 1 ............No Deal .......................... L. Saez ............................. P. Serpe ........................ 8-1
3  ..... MTO ......Jordy’s Ready ................ H. Diaz, Jr. ....................... P. Serpe ........................ 8-1
4  ..... 3 ............Currency Chaos .............. E. Cancel .......................... D. Donk ........................ 8-1
5  ..... 4 ............Beyondelle ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ A. Ronen .................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Diva’s Revenge ............... J. Alvarado ...................... L. Rice .......................... 4-1
7  ..... 7 ............Rubellite ......................... M. Franco ........................ D. Donk ...................... 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Souper Echo .................. J. Ortiz ............................. M. Trombetta ................ 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Cottonwood Falls ........... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 5-2
10..... 10 ..........Jasmine’s Gem ............... J. Lezcano ....................... T. Bush ......................... 7-2
11..... 11 ..........Know Point Given ........... A. Lezcano ....................... G. Matties ................... 30-1

7TH (4:24PM). $57,000, STR $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Cross Border .................. J. Ortiz ............................. M. Maker ...................... 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Herecomesyourman ....... J. Castellano .................... A. Dutrow ..................... 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............Knockholt ....................... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Fisher ..................... 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Honey Dont .................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Sentry ............................ M. Franco ........................ C. McGaughey III ......... 9-2
6  ..... 6 ............Shortlist ......................... L. Saez ............................. J. Englehart ................ 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Miles of Humor .............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Nicks ........................ 8-1
8  ..... MTO ......Hoard ............................. . Rider TBA ...................... R. Ribaudo ................... 7-2
9  ..... 9 ............Sport .............................. R. Maragh ........................ H. Bond ........................ 5-1
10..... 10 ..........Lil Commissioner ........... D. Cohen .......................... R. Diodoro .................... 8-1

8TH (5:02PM). $87,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Wisconsin Night ............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Hennig .................... 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Dream Pauline ................ J. Castellano .................... K. McLaughlin .............. 5-2
3  ..... 3 ............Isotope ........................... J. Bravo ........................... J. Englehart .................. 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Mizzen Max .................... M. Franco ........................ M. Nevin ....................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Shimmering Moon ......... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Nevin ....................... 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Naples Princess ............. J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Critique .......................... L. Saez ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 6-1

9TH (5:40PM). $95,000, AOC $80,000, 4 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/8M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Danceland ...................... J. Velazquez ..................... C. McGaughey III ......... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Last Promise Kept .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Proctor ..................... 8-1
3  ..... MTO ......Always On My Mind ....... . Rider TBA ...................... B. Cox .......................... 3-1
4  ..... 4 ............Con Te Partiro ................ J. Rosario ........................ W. Ward ....................... 5-2
5  ..... 5 ............Onthemoonagain (FR) .... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 6-5
6  ..... 6 ............Dynatail .......................... L. Saez ............................. M. Dini ....................... 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Care Lady (ARG) ............ J. Ortiz ............................. A. Delacour .................. 7-2

10TH (6:17PM). $56,000, MCL $75,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 2 ............Muchacha Uno ............... M. Franco ........................ J. Abreu ........................ 2-1
1a  .... 6 ............Special Trip .................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Abreu ........................ 2-1
2  ..... 1 ............Love Mo ......................... L. Saez ............................. P. Serpe ...................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Paddydunalot ................. D. Cohen .......................... G. Contessa ................ 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Summer Fling ................ K. Carmouche .................. M. Maker ...................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Market Alley ................... R. Maragh ........................ P. Fout ........................ 12-1
6  ..... 7 ............Supercommittee ............. J. Ortiz ............................. R. Violette, Jr. ............... 5-1
7  ..... 8 ............Screen Image ................. F. Geroux ......................... J. Sheppard .................. 4-1
8  ..... 9 ............Lolli ................................ D. Davis ........................... B. Tagg ....................... 15-1
9  ..... 10 ..........Mambo Dancer .............. J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 9-2

Copyright 2018 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Welcome back 
Annie and Miles!

Guess who’s back 
in Saratoga…

���

���
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Guest Handicapper
Today’s guest handicapper is Matt Hunter, Saratoga County and North Country reporter for Spectrum News. 
A native of Clifton Park, Hunter delivers daily reports from Saratoga Race Course throughout the meet. 
Sunday, Caton Bredar did not pick any winners. 

* The guest win total does not include Monday or Wednesday, when only The Special’s regular handicappers 
picks appear at thisishorseracing.com. 

thisishorseracing.com
 Home of The Special & more
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www.mcmahonandhill.com

ALL CURRENTLY  
Competing in Stakes!

F

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________

Recent  
Stakes Horses
PAVEL F G1 SW 

Purchased for $90,000  
Earned $1,175,000

UNION STRIKE F G1 SW 
Purchased for $170,000  
Earned $342,625

MOPOTISM F G2 SW, G1P 
Purchased for $135,000  
Earned $689,745

YUVETSI F SW, GSP  
Purchased for $180,000  
Earned $161,930

BLAMED F Multiple SW  
Purchased for $70,000  
Earned $241,260

                     

PAVEL alone at 
the wire in the 2018  
Stephen Foster H.-G1  

MIKE MCMAHON  (859) 983-7617  F JAMIE HILL   (859) 983-0515  F  bloodstock@mcmahonandhill.com 
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BY TOM LAW
Steve Young and Chad Brown 

went shopping – like hundreds of oth-
er horsemen from around the globe 
– at the 2015 Keeneland September 
yearling sale. 

Working for their own respective 
clients, both men bought prospects 
and were outbid on others. Hip 1031, 
a filly by Flatter bred and offered by 
Claiborne Farm, turned out to be one 
they both set their sights on during 
the fourth of 12 sessions at the mara-
thon auction. 

A half-sister to stakes winners Well 
Monied and Jimmy Simms, the filly 
would be in demand thanks to her 
full-brother Economic Model break-
ing his maiden on debut for Brown 
and Klaravich Stable and William 
Lawrence early on the Whitney Day 
card and about a month before the 
sale. 

Backed by their clients, Young and 
Brown went to work separately and 
battled it out with bids for the bay Tod Marks

Your Love (right) defeats Cairenn in Wednesday’s Shine Again.

SHINE AGAIN STAKES RECAP

Smart 
Shopper

Outbid in 2015, Brown enjoys 
Your Love’s first stakes triumph

Continued On Page 18 

http://www.mcmahonandhill.com/
https://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
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filly out of the Quiet American mare 
Queen Of America.

Bidding quickly rose above 
$300,000, then $350,000, then 
$400,000 and finally Young won out 
on a bid of $425,000. 

“I actually outbid Chad for the fil-
ly,” said Young, who bought the filly 
for Paul Pompa Jr. “He was probably 
bidding for Klaravich, because they 
had Economic Model.”

Almost three years removed from 
being on opposing sides in the auction 
ring, Young and Brown celebrated the 
filly’s first stakes victory in Wednes-
day’s $100,000 Shine Again at Sara-
toga Race Course. Your Love, now 
the fourth stakes winner produced by 
Queen Of America, won the 7-fur-
long feature for older fillies and mares 
who have not won a stakes in 2018 
other than a state-bred by a length 
over Cairenn with Heavenly Score 
third in the field of eight. 

“That’s true, he did outbid me. 
I don’t know if Paul Pompa knows 
that. He might not have sent her to 
me, I cost him some money,” Brown 
joked as he watched the replay with 
Young from the winner’s circle. “We 
had Economic Model in the barn and 
we liked him, so we looked for this 
filly in the consignment and we liked 
her. Luckily Steve bought the horse 
for Paul and they sent the horse to 
me. We’re lucky to have her. She’s al-
ways trained like a good one.”

Your Love showed similar promise 
to Economic Model, who has since be-
come a Grade 3 winner with $614,625 
in earnings. She won her first two 
starts in May and June of her 3-year-
old season last year at Belmont Park.

Brown threw Your Love into deep-
er water for her third start – the Grade 
1 Test on the Whitney Day card – and 
she finished sixth of 10. 

“I showed a lot of confidence in 
her, that’s something I normally don’t 
do,” Brown said of the decision to 
run in the Test. 

The Test didn’t throttle the filly’s 
confidence, however, and she came 
back to finish second to older mare 

Ring Knocker in an optional claimer 
in the mud on Closing Day. Your Love 
raced twice more to finish the sea-
son, winning a late October optional 
at Belmont and finishing second to 
Berned in the $100,000 Safely Kept in 
mid-November at Laurel Park. 

“We took a big swing and missed 
there, so we had to regroup for a 
while,” Brown said. “The owner Paul 
Pompa is a veteran, he’s had horses 
for a long time and he knows what to 
do. He’s patient as far as resting them 
and regrouping. He gave her all the 
time she needed and she came back 
bigger and stronger. She’s set up for a 
big year.”

Your Love went to the post for the 
Shine Again, won by Brown in 2016 
with Wavell Avenue and 2017 with 
Carina Mia, as the slight 2-1 second 
choice behind Heavenly Score. She’d 
raced only once in 2018, a runner-up 
finish in an optional over a muddy 
track at Belmont June 28.

Javier Castellano, who rode Your 
Love in that optional and again 
Wednesday, let the filly track Come 
Dancing and Heavenly Score through 
the opening quarter-mile in :22.51 
and a half in :45.69. They inched up 
while three wide around the turn and 
approaching the stretch.

Come Dancing, running back on 
seven days’ rest for Carlos Martin, 
still led into the lane and outside the 
eighth pole with Heavenly Score to 
her outside and Your Love another 
path out. Castellano cracked her three 
times right handed and Your Love ac-
celerated to the lead approaching the 
sixteenth pole. 

Castellano gave Your Love two 
more taps in deep stretch and she held 
off Cairenn to win in 1:23.70 to im-
prove to 4-for-8. 

“I liked the way she did it,” Cas-
tellano said. “I sat right off the pace a 
little bit. Two horses set the pace and 
I was second, third, and that’s what I 
was looking for. I just wanted to man-
age her in the last part of the race and 
it worked out great. 

“The post (8) helped me to win the 
race. I think if I would’ve been inside, 
I would have had to chase to get my 
position. I know now that with the 
outside post, I’m able to basically 
control the pace.”

Shine Again –
 Continued from page 16

B R E N T W O O D
H O T E L  &  B A R

D R I N K  S P E C I A L S  AT  H A P P Y  H O U R 
M O N - F R I  6 P M

B O O K  A  R O O M
W I T H  C O D E 

‘ S A R AT O G A S P E C I A L’  
F O R  1 0 %  O F F

T R A C K S I D E  AT 
1 5  G R I D L E Y  S T R E E T

S A R AT O G A  S P R I N G S ,  N E W  YO R K

5 1 8  4 5 0  7 8 6 1
B R E N T W O O D - H O T E L . C O M

MEET THE TRF HERD AMBASSADORS
Cogs My Man  •  Son of a Gun  •  Blown Save  •  Dusk to Dawn  •  Bold Mon

Every Tuesday during the Racing Meet  |  11am–2pm
TRF SUMMER FARM AT SARATOGA 

683 Lake Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY

Visit TRFinc.org  |  Appointments available

Come out to the farm and meet five of our beautiful  
retired thoroughbred racehorses, in Saratoga to  
represent the TRF herd of more than 750 horses

thisishorseracing.com
 Home of The Special & more

https://www.trfinc.org/
https://brentwood-hotel.com/
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A first win at Saratoga is special, especially when 
it comes on the day of your wedding anniversary.

Chicago’s Terry and Robin Bruner celebrat-
ed their 37th anniversary Wednesday at Saratoga 
Race Course and their filly Catoria won the fifth 
race, a 6-furlong maiden special weight for fillies 
and mares. 

“First day, first win,” Terry Bruner said. “We 
have one here (Wednesday), one (Thursday) and 
one Friday. I’m running the stable, all at Saratoga.”

Trained by Mike Dini, Catoria took the lead a 
few strides from the gate under Joel Rosario and 
was never seriously challenged. Catoria and Rosa-
rio stayed clear through the stretch and finished 1 
3/4 lengths in front of 4-5 favorite Our Circle Of 
Love. 

 “Look at this, look at this,” Bruner said as he 
watched the field turn for home on the replay being 
played on the infield board. “I knew once we hit the 
sixteenth pole it was all over.”

Catoria made one start July 4 at Monmouth and 
shipped up from her New Jersey base for Wednes-

day’s race.
“First start, she had some problems and rushed 

up,” Bruner said of the Florida-bred daughter of 
Wildcat Heir. “This time we just said, ‘go on with 
her.’ She never looked back. Joel did a wonderful 
job.” 

– Ben Gowans

• A disaster was narrowly avoided during the 
running of the seventh, a New York-bred allowance 
on the inner turf that started with a mishap which 
in turn caused another.

The chain reaction started in the 1-mile race 
when the tractor pulling the starting gate malfunc-
tioned and forced the starting crew to rush to hook 
up the nearby backup tractor.

According to Irad Ortiz Jr., who won the race 
on Follow The Signs, the gate was close to being on 
the course at the top of the stretch on the 7-furlong 
oval when he began his run for home.

“When I turned for home, it was right there,” he 
said. “The tractor was still pulling out.” 

The gate eventually did get pulled into the infield 
but the gap in the inner rail that is usually closed 
by the time the horses reach the stretch was open.

Instead of being securely fastened, the rail was 
being held in place by maintenance workers. One 
worker let a piece of the rail go as the field ap-
proached and it was quickly pulled back toward 
the infield at the last moment. None of the runners 
in the field appeared to be affected by the incident, 

although Ortiz said he saw it and took precaution 
aboard Follow The Signs. 

“I looked to the side and didn’t have any horses 
outside of me, so I let him get out a little bit,” Ortiz 
said when asked if the rail was in his path.

Once safely past the stray rail, Ortiz and Follow 
The Signs stayed on to prevail by a half-length. 

– Ben Gowans

• Steve Asmussen, who trains Follow The Sign 
for Midwest Thoroughbreds, made his second trip 
to the winner’s circle after Banana Thief captured 
the ninth going 5 1/2 furlongs on the Mellon Turf. 

Asmussens three sons flocked to his side as they 
joined the gelding for the win photo. The boys talk-
ed to winning jockey Ricardo Santana Jr. after the 
race, as Asmussen proudly walked behind them.

“They’re involved whether they want to be or 
not,” said Asmussen. “Saratoga’s a time the whole 
family gets to come up here and be together. I grew 
up in a racing family and when you win, you win 
together, and when you lose, you lose together. It’s 
a very special thing and to have it happen in Sara-
toga, it can’t get any better than that.”

Asmussen closed last summer with nine wins 
from 64 starts, highlighted by Gun Runner’s wins 
in the Grade 1 Whitney and Grade 1 Woodward. 
He’s rolled into this year’s meet and is second in 
the trainer standings with 10 wins from 27 starts 

Dave Harmon
Owners Terry and Robin Bruner pose with Catoria.

Happy
Anniversary
Catoria helps Chicago
couple celebrate big day 

WEDNESDAY RACING RECAP

Continued On Page 21 

Tod Marks
Irad Ortiz Jr. looks to the infield with bewilderment after win-
ning the seventh on Follow The Signs.
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through Wednesday. His best Sarato-
ga meet came in 2001, with 17 win-
ners from 51 starts.

“Of course we (aim for this meet),” 
said Asmussen. “Because of the finan-
cial opportunity, it just matters that 
much more here. 

“I’m sure a lot of it had to do with 
Gun Runner here last year. The op-
portunity that that allowed us with 
young horses is obvious. We just want 
to make the most of it.” 

– Shayna Tiller

• Ghost Giant and Jose Ortiz won 
the third, providing trainer Jorge 
Abreu with his first win of the meet 
in the 5 1/2-furlong state-bred maiden 
claimer on the turf.  

“I knew the horse was going to 
run a good race because he ran a 
good race for me at Belmont,” Abreu 
said, referring to Ghost Giant’s sec-
ond-place finish in a 6-furlong state-
bred maiden claimer July 7. “I knew 
that cutting distance on him was go-
ing to be good. He’s been training re-
ally well coming to this race.

“After he ran the last race, he re-
ally went forward. I expected this 
performance from him. He’s not the 
horse that’s going to come from all 
the way back there. I told Jose (Or-
tiz), ‘yes, warm him up without the 
pony. Yes, break and go to the pace. 
This horse really took the lead and he 
took an advantage and he was just the 
best today.”

Ghost Giant and Ortiz led at the 
top of the stretch and pulled away to 
win by 2 1/2 lengths. 

Before coming to New York, the 
3-year-old son of Frost Giant ran 
eight times at Presque Isle Downs in 
Pennsylvania with three seconds for 
trainer David Markgraf. 

“It’s a new owner that I got and he 
sent me two 2-year-olds and then he 
called me and he said ‘I have a horse 
in Presque Isle Downs and I want you 
to give him a try at Belmont and see 
if he can fit in the New York bred,’ ” 
Abreu said. “I said ‘OK, no problem’ 
and the first time I ran him, the horse 
really ran a very good race.” 

– Sarah Newman

• NYRA honored police officers, 
firefighters, EMTs and paramedics 

during First Responders Appreciation 
Day. First responders were offered 
free grandstand admission and wel-
comed to the winner’s circle after the 
second race. 

Deputy Ken Cooper, who handles 
public affairs for the Saratoga Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, was one of 
many first responders who came out 
for the day. 

“I oversee all the emergency ser-
vice stuff for the department, which 
includes our SRO (school resource 
officers) program that we started this 
year,” Cooper said. “We will actual-
ly have 11 school resource officers in 
nine public schools through out the 
county. 

Cooper also brought a seat belt 
convincer, which simulates a low-im-
pact collision to stress the importance 
of seat belts to children and adults. 

“That’s why we are here today, 
making sure everyone is aware of 
that,” Cooper said. “When you’re 
traveling on the roads always wear 
your seatbelts, don’t drink and drive, 
and that’s the message we are sending 
out today.

“I was inspired by my dad to be-
come a sheriff. He was a police offi-
cer for 37 years and I grew up in that 
household of seeing my dad leave the 
house everyday and come home safe. 
He had interesting stories of everyday, 
and the one thing about this job is that 
when you leave every day you never 
know what you’re going to run into, 
it’s not the same old job every single 
day and that’s what excites me.” 

Cooper didn’t just come out to ed-
ucate. He’s also a racing fan and en-
joyed the day at the races. 

“I make my way up here when I’m 
not working,” he said. “It’s just such 
a great atmosphere, the 40 days of 
racing. You get to see the horses and 
they are such beautiful animals. It’s 
not even the fact of betting, which is a 
special part that people like to enjoy. 
I just like to come up here and watch 
the horses, I just wish it could be a bit 
longer than 40 days.” 

– David Woods

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 20

thisishorseracing.com

 Home of The Special & more

http://www.eatonsales.com/consignments.html
http://www.bonaventurestables.com/
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Wednesday August 1.

FIRST $65,000, ALLOWANCE, 4 YO’S & UP, 2 1/16M
2 Boss Man M. Mitchell $7.90 $4.30 $3.70
5 Dark Gemini (IRE) W. McCarthy  $3.80 $2.80
3 First Friday B. Foley   $6.00
Ch Gelding 2010, by English Channel - Jenny Joy by Acceptable
Owner: Carrington Holdings. Trainer: Archibald Kingsley, Jr.. 
Breeder: Kinsman Farm (FL). Late Scratches: Sixty Five (FR)
Time: 3:52.73. Exacta (2-5), $12.70; Superfecta (2-5-3-6), $11.47; 
Trifecta (2-5-3), $28.00

SECOND $32,000, CLAIMING $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
3 Giant Ending K. Carmouche $13.40 $7.00 $4.10
8 My Girl Annie M. Luzzi  $7.60 $4.40
7 Heaven’s Creation M. Franco   $2.50
B Filly 2014, by Frost Giant - Apocalyptic by Hickman Creek
Owner: Flying P Stable. Trainer: Bruce Levine. 
Breeder: Sunrise Stables (NY). Late Scratches: Lady Vicki
Claimed: Heaven’s Creation claimed by Drawing Away Stable for 
$16,000, Eight Minute Ellie claimed by Pringle, Christina for $16,000
Time: 1:54.54
Daily Double (2-3), $32.25; Exacta (3-8), $44.50; Quinella (3-8), 
$23.80; Superfecta (3-8-7-6), $61.45; Trifecta (3-8-7), $62.37

THIRD $45,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN CLM $40,000, 3 & UP, 5 1/2F
2 Ghost Giant J. Ortiz $14.40 $6.50 $4.20
11 Causforcelebration D. Davis  $10.20 $6.10
10 Brockmoninoff E. Cancel   $3.60
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2015, by Frost Giant - Falbala by Ghostzapper
Owner: Kingsport Farm. Trainer: Jorge Abreu. 
Breeder: Kingsport Farms LLC (NY).
Late Scratches: Thefinalcrazydude, The Mason Factor, Ziller
Claimed: Unsullied claimed by Thummps Racing Stable LLC for 
$40,000. Time: 1:03.66
Daily Double (3-2), $45.25; Exacta (2-11), $72.50; Superfecta (2-11-
10-7), $197.05; Trifecta (2-11-10), $186.50; Pic 3 (2-3-2), $102.25

FOURTH $47,000, CLAIMING $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
11 Your Only Man J. Castellano $10.60 $4.90 $3.30
5 Acoustic I. Ortiz, Jr.  $4.70 $3.50
4 Tricked Up J. Ortiz   $4.10
Ch G 2014, by Creative Cause - Dying to Dance by Street Cry (IRE)
Owner: Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners. Trainer: Todd Pletcher. 
Breeder: Rose Hill Farm & Ralph Stroope (KY). Late Scratches: Tran-
sistor, Set Me Up. Claimed: Terrible Day (ARG) claimed by Antonacci 
Racing for $35,000. Time: 1:42.74
Daily Double (2-11), $35.25; Exacta (11-5), $22.00; Quinella (5-11), 
$12.00; Superfecta (11-5-4-12), $70.25; Trifecta (11-5-4), $48.25; Pic 
3 (3-2-11), $149.25

FIFTH $85,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
3 Catoria J. Rosario $49.80 $13.60 $7.10
10 Our Circle of Love M. Franco  $2.70 $2.30
9 Smile More J. Ortiz   $4.90
Dk B/ Br Filly 2015, by Wildcat Heir - Lake Victoria by Meadowlake
Owner: Bruner, Terry. Trainer: Michael Dini. Breeder: Steve Tucker (FL).
Late Scratches: Face It. Time: 1:11.93
Daily Double (11-3), $169.50; Exacta (3-10), $81.25; Superfec-
ta (3-10-9-6), $244.40; Trifecta (3-10-9), $233.25; Pic 3 (2-11-3), 
$1,055.50

SIXTH $75,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
9 Jaded Lady L. Saez $11.00 $6.30 $3.10
5 Tradeable J. Leparoux  $28.40 $9.00
3 Corey Scores I. Ortiz, Jr.   $2.30
Dk B/ Br F 2016, by Shanghai Bobby - Gem’s Classy Lass, Grand Slam
Owner: Sequel Racing. Trainer: Jeremiah Englehart. 
Breeder: Sequel Thoroughbreds LLC (NY). Late Scratches: She Will 
Rock, Mimic
Time: 1:04.76. Daily Double (3-9), $192.50; Exacta (9-5), $168.50; Su-
perfecta (9-5-3-2), $283.15; Trifecta (9-5-3), $187.75; Pic 3 (11-3-9), 
$841.50; Pic 4 (2-11-3-9), $3,647.00; Pic 5 (3-2-11-3-9), $21,251.50

SEVENTH $77,000, NY-BRED ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M
12 Follow the Signs I. Ortiz, Jr. $11.60 $6.80 $5.30
2 New Jersey John J. Lezcano  $19.00 $12.40
7 Appealing Briefs M. Franco   $6.10
B Gelding 2014, by Colonel John - The Funky Express by Freud
Owner: Midwest Thoroughbreds, Inc.. Trainer: Steven Asmussen.
Breeder: Brooklyn Boyz Stable & MEB Stables LLC (NY).
Late Scratches: A True Giant, Crossways, Dooley, High Moon
Time: 1:37.20
Daily Double (9-12), $37.00; Exacta (12-2), $98.75; Superfecta (12-
2-7-8), $301.60; Trifecta (12-2-7), $404.50; Pic 3 (3-9-12), $1,056.50

EIGHTH $100,000, STAKES - SHINE AGAIN S., 4 YO’S & UP, 7F
8 Your Love J. Castellano $6.90 $3.70 $2.70
5 Cairenn J. Ortiz  $4.10 $2.80
7 Heavenly Score L. Saez   $2.80
B Filly 2014, by Flatter - Queen of America by Quiet American
Owner: Pompa, Jr., Paul, P.. Trainer: Chad Brown. 
Breeder: Claiborne Farm (KY). Time: 1:23.70
Daily Double (12-8), $19.70; Exacta (8-5), $11.70; Superfecta (8-5-7-
4), $9.75; Trifecta (8-5-7), $15.00; Pic 3 (9-12-8), $118.25

NINTH $80,000, NY-BRED AOC $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
11 Banana Thief R. Santana, Jr. $17.20 $7.00 $4.50
4 Frisky Magician J. Ortiz  $4.30 $3.00
12 Whatstotalkabout I. Ortiz, Jr.   $4.00
B Gelding 2012, by Kitten’s Joy - Majestic Feline by Johar
Owner: Brewster, Clark, O.. Trainer: Steven Asmussen. 
Breeder: NY Kitten Foals, LLC (NY).
Late Scratches: Stoney Bennett, Ostrolenka
Claimed: Uncle Youdge claimed by Grady, Brad for $40,000, Dowse’s 
Beach claimed by Dubb, Michael for $40,000. Time: 1:03.29
Daily Double (8-11), $32.50; Exacta (11-4), $50.25; Superfecta (11-4-
12-5), $224.45; Trifecta (11-4-12), $92.75; Pic 3 (12-8-11), $170.25; 
Place Pix Nine (3/5/7/9/10-2/7/12-5/7/8-11), $42.25

TENTH $32,000 NW2 CLAIMING ($16,000) 3&UP, 6F
11 Discreet Mission J. Lezcano 9.10 5.50 4.10
8 Go Big Or Go Home D. Cohen  7.40 5.80
3 Zenato D. Davis   6.80
Ch. g. 2013, Discreet Cat-Loving Lucy, Lycius. 
Owner: Whisper Hill Farm. Trainer: John Kimmel. 
Breeder: Hare Forest Farm  (NY). Late Scratches: Bronze Age, Flat-
excel, Hokulea. Exacta $36.00. Trifecta $147.75. Superfect $150.85. 
Double $35.75. Pick 3 $163.25. Pick 4 $488.75. Pick 5 $5,192.75. 
Pick 6 $3,403. Carryover $30,630.

On Track Handle: 2,432,687. All-Sources Handle: $13,376,327.
Copyright 2018 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

SARATOGA RESULTS

thisishorseracing.com  •   Home of The Special & more

Rare chance to own part 
of a yearling Uncle Mo filly.

Uncle Mo-Very Funny, Distorted Humor.
New York-bred half-sister  

to New York-bred champion Invading Humor. 

Can be viewed at Irish Hill Century Farm 
in Stillwater, N.Y.

www.bloodlinesracing.com

Bloodlines Racing
Partnerships

ALLAN G. LAVIN, JR.
allanlavinbloodstock.com 
alavinbloodstock@gmail.com
(502) 773-0043

 Allan
Lavin
 Bloodstock

http://www.bloodlinesracing.com/
http://allanlavinbloodstock.com/
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consultations in  
Saratoga for the  

2018 Meet!

Osprey, Ltd
www.ospreyarms.com
Selling the World’s

Finest Firearms
Wanted to Buy: Single Items or Entire Collections

Shotguns, Rifles and Double Rifles for 
the Collector, Investor and  
Discerning Sportsman
info@ospreyarms.com
516.652-3912
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Horses 
LOVE our 

TURF
SPRINGDALE

TRAINING CENTER
in beautiful  Camden,  S .C .

Stalls Available.  (803) 432-6513
carolina-cup.org

2 Winners
at Saratoga

this week.
“Saratoga and Camden, South Carolina are the 
places I want to bring my best. They mean so much 
to me. I couldn’t have won two races at Saratoga 
without Springdale Training Center.”
– Trainer Arch Kingsley

Show Court takes 
Grade 1 Smithwick.

Boss Man rolls
in allowance.
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BY SEAN CLANCY
“Oh man, Mike Smith…I mean Mike Mitch-

ell…”
Forgive Arch Kingsley for mixing up the Hall of 

Fame flat jockey for the steeplechase jockey, mo-
ments after the A.P. Smithwick Hurdle Stakes Mon-
day.

Mitchell improved his record on the Kings-
ley-trained Show Court to a cool 3-for-3 over hur-
dles, sneaking up the inside of a tiring Personal Start 
and staving off a previously undefeated Iranistan in 
the Grade 1 steeplechase. Owned by South Carolin-
ian Mark Buyck Jr. and trained by Camden-based 
Kingsley, the Irish-bred 9-year-old registered his 
third hurdle stakes win and first open stakes win 
since exiting Dermot Weld’s Irish barn in 2016. 

Kingsley, who won the Smithwick as a jockey in 
1988 and watched the race with valet Harry Rice 
from the winner’s circle, gave all the credit to Mitch-
ell, a British-born, New Zealand-experienced, now 
American-based jockey who was flawless aboard 
the son of Vinnie Roe. 

“I swear to God, he rides as good as anybody 
here,” Kingsley said. “He puts more into it than 
anyone. He’s done his homework, he comes in 
knowing exactly what he wants to do but he’s to-
tally cool about it, he hasn’t overthought it, he isn’t 
freaked out about it.”

Kingsley shipped seven horses to Monmouth 

Park for the summer and further split his division, 
arriving in Saratoga with two horses. They bedded 
down next to Al Stall Jr. and Cherie DeVaux on 
the main track. Show Court won the rescheduled 
Smithwick Monday and Boss Man, with Mitchell, 
won an allowance Wednesday to place Kingsley in 
a tie for ninth in the trainer’s standings. 

“This is what I came up for right here,” Kingsley 
said, after Show Court’s victory. “I was confident 
because he’s a nice horse and he’s doing really well. 
I knew God was going to smile on one of us and I 
couldn’t be happier with my horse, everything just 
felt right, there are no variables I can measure, it’s 
just a feeling.”

Mitchell made sure of it, angling Show Court 
from the outside to a sweet spot in fourth, buff-
ered from the rapidity of Personal Start, British 

raider Oskar Denarius and favorite Iranistan and 
the tardiness of All The Way Jose, Modem and 
Overwhelming. With a circuit to go, even-money 
favorite Iranistan, who hadn’t come off the bridle 
in three hurdle starts, drifted back to Show Court, 
still sitting and waiting, while All The Way Jose, 
Modem and Overwhelming continued to lag. 

Down the backside the final time, Personal Start 
led, but looked vulnerable, Oskar Denarius back-
pedaled, All The Way Jose wheeled out for a clear 
run, Iranistan shifted outside Personal Start and 
Mitchell kept riding the cones with Show Court. 
Leaving the backside, Iranistan engaged Personal 
Start, All The Way Jose faltered and Show Court 
slid into third, Mitchell sitting as still as Smith on a 

Tod Marks
Show Court (left) fights off Iranistan near the finish of Monday’s Grade 1 A.P. Smithwick jump race.

Captive  
Audience
Kingsley, Show Court 
trigger Grade 1 upset

A.P. SMITHWICK STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 25 

https://www.carolina-cup.org/
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Bob Baffert certainty.
“I was in a nice spot, I could see 

the horse in front of me veer out and 
make Iranistan work a little harder, I 
thought that was my opportunity,” 
Mitchell said. “The short distance, 
tight track really helps this horse. He’s 
not a keen horse, he needs to be there 
to be able to use that turn of foot.”

Nagle asked Iranistan for the first 
time in his hurdle career and the 
4-year-old responded, but more delib-
erate than dynamic with a two-wide 
move that quickly became a three-
wide move when Mitchell powered 
Show Court inside Personal Start. In 
a matter of strides, Iranistan was in 
trouble as Show Court opened up, 
switching to his right lead as he rolled 
through the wings to win by a length 
over a game Iranistan. Overwhelming 
finished third, 6 lengths behind Iran-
istan. Sent off 14-1, Show Court fin-
ished 2 1/16-miles in 3:49. 

As smooth as the trip was in the 
Smithwick, Show Court’s trip to the 
Smithwick was more like a midnight 
drive on the Taconic in the rain. Win-
ner of the Carolina Cup and Jona-
than Kiser novice stakes last year, he 
stepped into open stakes in the Co-
lonial Cup but wound up the leader 
of the peloton, which was 30 lengths 
behind runaway winner Balance The 
Budget, before fading to last, beaten 

64 1/2 lengths and coming out of it 
with an injured shin after hashing 
through the last hurdle. 

“He hit his shin and it didn’t turn 
into a wound until about 10 days 
after, it came from the inside, like 
a blister, I treated it topically, two 
months later, I’m still messing with it, 
it’s blowing up and getting cellulitis,” 
Kingsley said. “I sent him to a vet 
clinic and they cultured it and found 
out there was a low-grade infection 
and got him on the right antibiotic 
and all of a sudden, he’s better fast.”

By then, it was the beginning of 
June and Show Court hadn’t had a 
saddle on his back since the Colo-
nial Cup March 31. The vet who cul-
tured the leg recommended that Show 
Court rest for another three months. 
Kingsley disregarded that – Show 
Court is 9 years old – turned up the 

heat, aiming at a flat race for jumpers 
at Suffolk Downs July 8. Buyck called 
Kingsley and asked if was encouraged 
or discouraged. 

“A little of both,” Kingsley told 
Buyck. “We’ve got a shot to do better 
than what they told us, don’t rule out 
Saratoga.”

Show Court responded, staying 
sound and rounding into form, turn-
ing up at Suffolk with a strong third. 
Thirteen days after that, the 9-year-
old worked 4 furlongs in 49 4/5 and 
used that to win the Smithwick nine 
days later.

“Amen, God bless us, we just won 
the Grade 1 at Saratoga,” Kingsley 
said. “This is a special place for me. 
Saratoga and Camden, South Caroli-
na are the places I want to bring my 
best. They mean so much to me.”

• Kingsley and Mitchell teamed 
up for a quick double, taking the al-
lowance hurdle Wednesday with Car-
rington Holdings’ Boss Man. 

Mitchell asserted early, placing 
Boss Man on the lead, allowing the 
son of English Channel to bowl along 
while jumping with alacrity. Leaving 
the backside the final time, Mitchell 
allowed First Friday to kick for home, 

giving Boss Man a breather before 
re-rallying to score by 2 1/4 lengths 
over a rallying Dark Gemini and First 
Friday.

Boss Man began his career with 
Bill Mott for owner/breeder Kins-
man Stable, breaking his maiden 
for a $40,000 tag here in 2014. The 
long-striding chestnut spent the next 
three seasons on the hard road, bang-
ing out solid turf efforts for Jason Ser-
vis. On every steeplechase trainer’s ra-
dar over the years, Boss Man wound 
up with Kingsley when the trainer 
called Servis and offered him $16,000 
after the Florida-bred 8-year-old fin-
ished 10th for that price at Gulfst-
ream Park in January.

“I liked this horse four years ago, 
he stays in my Virtual Stable, keeps 
grinding away, he’s winning a race 
or two every year, picking up checks, 
he’s getting older and getting more 
mileage,” Kingsley said. “Then he 
just popped up again, first time he 
dropped in for 16 and I called Ja-
son. He said he was sound and he 
sold him to us. Right away, from the 
time I started jumping, it was like, ‘be 
careful where you’re going to run him 
because he’s going to win. I was very 
confident today.”

Smithwick –
 Continued from page 24

Tod Marks
Arch Kingsley.

Tod Marks
Boss Man leads a crowd early in Wednesday’s hurdle win.

http://www.lgbloodstock.com/
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Being aggressive in horse racing usually pays 
off. It paid off for the connections of Broadway 
Run after the filly won the $100,000 Coronation 
Cup Stakes in gate-to-wire fashion Monday at 
Saratoga Race Course.

John and Tonja Terranova were aggressive on 
behalf of Curragh Stables at the 2017 OBS April 
2-year-olds in training sale.

“She was my pick,” Tonja Terranova said. “She 
was a must have.”

She clearly was. The filly, bred and consigned by 
Ocala Stud, sold for $120,000. Her sire Prospective 
stands for just $3,000.

“She found her,” John Terranova said of his 
wife. “We all liked her, but she kind of pushed and 
got on the phone with the owners and said, ‘We’ve 
got to have this one.’ ”

Then Broadway Run slowed things down a lit-
tle. A minor setback shelved her training and halted 
hopes of a 2-year-old campaign last year. Then the 
Florida-bred showed an affinity for the turf, and 
further pushed back the racing calendar.

 “She got a little delayed,” John Terranova said 
after Monday’s win. “She was training really well 
as a 2-year-old but then we had a minor setback in 
the fall. We got through the winter and she started 
training like she wanted grass. We debuted her in 
the spring and sure enough she came out running 
like we were hoping.”

Broadway Run responded in a 6-furlong turf 
maiden on the first Saturday in May at Belmont 
Park. While everyone had their attention on Chur-
chill Downs and the Kentucky Derby, Broadway 
Run slipped through the cracks and debuted a win-
ner at 50-1.

“It was my daughter (Paulina’s) 16th birthday 
and I was getting my hair and makeup done,” Ton-
ja Terranova said with a laugh when asked if she 
bet that day.

That missed opportunity doesn’t matter any-
more after Monday’s stakes score.

“We’ve been pointing exactly to this race,” Ton-

ja Terranova said. “She breezed great up here and 
she was ready to roll.”

Luis Saez let Broadway Run roll leaving the gate 
from the outside post and cleared nine rivals to the 
inside. Saez and the filly found the rail and had a 
1-length lead turning into the bend for home. Still 
cruising on a solo lead, she posted a half in :46.20 
over the turf course listed good. She had something 
left, switched over to her correct lead at the top of 
stretch and opened up. Broadway Run held off a 
late challenge by runner-up Originator to score by 
three-quarters of a length. Lady Suebee was a half-
length behind that in third.

John Terranova complimented his longtime sup-
porters Curragh Stables after the race.

“They’re great,” he said. “They’re like family to 

us. We’ve been with them many, many years. I went 
to college with two of their sons that are involved. 
It’s a great team.”

The well-dressed Curragh Stables crew em-
braced each other as they made the walk from their 
box past the finish line to the winner’s circle.

“In the stretch, I thought possibly she could 
get caught,” said Michael Devlin, whose Curragh 
Stables won the 2016 Skidmore Stakes at Sarato-
ga with Harlan’s Harmony. “But it looked like she 
fired back a couple extra times. It definitely seemed 
like it was all her today.”

– Ben Gowans

More on Monday
• Jockey Jose Ortiz and Focus Group teamed up 

to win the ninth, a 1 3/8-mile turf optional claimer 
for Klaravich Stables and Bill Lawrence and trainer 
Chad Brown. The son of Kitten’s Joy thrives at dis-
tance races, and needed almost every yard this time.

“He didn’t have a good trip and he still won,” 
said Ortiz. “He wants the distance, so when you 
ask, he’s there for you and then he stays running 
all day long. Not many horses want to go that far 
and he does. He likes it. He came back like nothing. 
We’re proud of him.”

• Trainer David Donk picked up his first win of 
the meet with Marlins Muse in the finale, a $40,000 
turf maiden claimer for New York-breds. 

 “Finally,” he said, while paying credit to jockey 
Irad Ortiz Jr. “I don’t have a lot of bullets, but for-
tunately I’ve got a champion rider. I just make the 
most of it.”

Owned and bred by W and T Thoroughbred 
Holdings, the 3-year-old exited back-to-back 
fourths at Belmont Park, and spurted clear in the 
stretch to win by 2 lengths Monday. 

Dave Harmon
Broadway Run kicks away in Monday’s Coronation Cup, Monday’s feature.

Show 
Stopper

Broadway Run wins
Coronation Cup 
for Terranova, Curragh

MONDAY RACING NOTEBOOK

Continued On Page 27 
Dave Harmon

Merlins Muse glides home to win Monday’s last race.
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Major Sponsors  
 

Thursday August 2nd 6:30pm  
NY Charity Basketball Game 

 

• Trainer Joe Sharp continued his 
strong meet when 2-year-old Back-
tohisroots won the fifth, a $50,000 
maiden claimer, with Saez aboard to 
start a riding double. The winner set 
the pace, opened up on the turn and 
scored by 3 3/4 lengths as the 4-5 fa-
vorite.

“We were pretty confident, just 
because the horse ran very well, very 
mature first time out and he’s been 
training great coming into it,” said 
Sharp, also the horse’s owner. “The 
horse has a lot of ability and we’re 
happy he got the job done today. Be-
ing a horse that we own ourselves we 
just went ahead and stayed aggressive 
with him.”

Terranova and Gatsas Stables 
claimed the winner, a son of first-crop 
sire Mark Valeski. 

 NOTES: Trainer Steve Asmus-
sen won two on the day, a $12,500 
claimer with Sal The Turtle for Bloom 
Racing, and a $14,000 conditioned 

claimer with Divine Interventio (who 
ended a 13-race losing streak) for Jer-
ry Durant. Ricardo Santana Jr. rode 
both winners . . . Jim and Susan Hill’s 
High Promise won a 1 3/8-mile turf 
maiden for trainer Brian Lynch. 

With reporting by Sarah Newman, 
Shayna Tiller and David Woods.

Monday –
 Continued from page 26

“This thing could  cure a broken heart.”
– New Castle Farm’s James “J. J.” Crupi

We can’t make any promises in that area, but the cold spa at Crupi’s New Castle Farm in Ocala, Florida  
will help your horse the same way it helped Liam’s Map, Army Mule and all the others over the years.

Six-furlong Training Track  •  Starting Gate  •  Cold Saltwater Spa  •  Vibration Therapy Stalls
Turnout Paddocks  •  All Levels of Training  •  “Halo Therapy” Salt Treatments

newcastlefarm.com  •  info@newcastlefarm.com
Call J.J. Crupi for more information: (352) 427-1600  •  (352) 840-5400  •  (866) 313-5400

Loyalty.  Service.  Consistency.

Tracy first had the idea to create a system to help manage a racing 
stable while still galloping horses for us, and my wife Anita sat 
down to help.  It has been quite extraordinary to see the progress 
and success of TLore, however it’s not surprising knowing Tracy 
and her complete understanding of the racing industry.

 – Graham Motion

“

TLore is a Thoroughbred Racehorse Management 
Service. For more information contact Tracy Attfield

(954) 647-3220   |   TLore.net

“

TLore

Dave Harmon
Focus Group wins Monday’s ninth.

https://www.tlore.net/main/index.cfm?
http://newcastlefarm.com/
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Wayne Catalano stood under a tree not far from 
his stalls in Barn 69 on the Oklahoma Training 
Track Monday morning, fielded a few phone calls 
as he watched Farrell take an easy stroll around the 
wood-chip walking ring.

Decked out in her white Longines Kentucky 
Oaks flysheet, Farrell took it easy while her trainer 
held court about 12 hours removed from the filly 
winning Sunday’s Grade 3 Shuvee Handicap.

“Farrell! The man says, ‘she’s drawing clear and 
it’s still Farrell,’ ”Catalano said, harkening Larry 
Collmus’ stretch call of the $200,000 stakes. “That 
was great. A good day and it was a good horse race. 
Damn it was good.

“You know Saratoga is always going to be tough. 
The way I figured there was no Mott, he ran (Elate) 
the other day, no Unique Bella, no Abel Tasman. 
I thought, ‘it was going to be a little easier,’ but 
it’s still Saratoga. Where did that thing come from? 
You have a Grade 1 winner, a filly Triple Crown 
winner, whatever.”

Farrell showed how good she could be in the 
Shuvee, taking the lead at the start under Catalano’s 
son-in-law Channing Hill and fending off multiple 
threats over the course of the 9 furlongs to win a 
three-way photo over previously unbeaten Chilean 
Triple Crown winner Wow Cat and late-running 
Verve’s Tale. 

The victory came in Farrell’s New York de-
but, after she carved up a strong reputation as a 
top filly primarily in Kentucky, Louisiana and Ar-
kansas. The second choice in last year’s Kentucky 
Oaks after clicking off three stakes victories at Fair 
Grounds, Farrell missed last year’s Saratoga meet 
after Catalano gave her a rest following her 14th-
place finish in Louisville. 

“She filled out and grew up, look at her,” Cata-
lano said as Farrell continued to walk on the wood 
chips. “Well, she’s almost a mare now.”

Farrell is one of three horses Catalano brought 
to Saratoga and he expects to leave the daughter 
of Malibu Moon in upstate New York. He said 
he’d talk to owners Bob Cummings and Annette 
Bacola, who bred and race the filly in their white 
and burgundy Coffeepot Stables colors, about the 

$700,000 Grade 1 Personal Ensign Aug. 25. 
Farrell was able to get away on a fairly easy lead 

in the Shuvee – early splits of :24.35, :48.31 and 
1:11.83 on the way to her winning time of 1:49.35 
– and might not be so fortunate in the Personal 
Ensign. That race could draw the aforementioned 
Elate, Abel Tasman and possibly Unique Bella, al-
though her connections indicated after her victory 
in the Sunday’s Grade 1 Clement L. Hirsch at Del 
Mar that they might wait until the fall Santa Anita 
Park meet to run the champion filly next. 

“She was just loping along,” Catalano said of 
the Shuvee. “Normally to go a mile-and-an-eighth 
with her because she doesn’t usually get the dis-
tance, we try to rate her a little longer. Channing 
said she was going so easy and at the three-eighths 
pole I told her, ‘let’s go.’

“Now we’ll talk it over to see where we go next. 
I’ll get with Bob and Annette and we’ll make a 
plan. Just like we did with the (Shuvee), we go over 
everything and see what she looks like. But we’re 
here with a race over the track, so that makes good 
sense.” 

– Tom Law

• After a week of thunderstorms, gray skies and 
rain, the storms finally receded Sunday with bright 
sunshine for the 10-race card. 

The picnic tables, which looked like tomb-
stones in a graveyard all week, came back to life 
and packed in a blissful crowd that cheered for the 
horses, danced to live music and enjoyed a perfect 
summer day at the track.

Hall of Fame trainer Bill Mott maintained his 

nearly annual tradition of winning a race on his 
birthday when he doubled up Sunday, saddling the 
winners of the third and fifth.

Claiborne Farm’s and Adele Dilschneider’s 
Glossy (third) and Length (fifth) were the winners, 
giving Mott at least one winner on his birthday for 
17 of the last 24 years.  

“It puts a lot of freakin’ pressure on you,” said 
Mott, 65. “It’s my birthday and everybody expects 
it. There’s been a few winners on the birthday. It’s 
fun when it works out. My family’s in town and I’m 
going to drink a nice cold beer when I get home.” 

– Shayna Tiller

• A drop in class worked for Rocket Heat, who 
bounced back from two runner-up finishes in stakes 
to win the eighth for owner Matt Schera and train-
er Carlos Martin. 

Entered for the $62,500 claiming price in the al-
lowance-optional going 5 1/2 furlongs on the grass, 
Rocket Heat bounced into the paddock and went 
to the track on his toes. He rolled to a 4-length vic-
tory in 1:03.90 under John Velazquez, improving 
his record to 10-for-34 with $516,160 in earnings. 

“We’re 2-for-2 here, so can’t complain about 
that,” said Schera, who celebrated Glorious Em-
pire’s dead-heat victory in the Grade 2 Bowling 
Green the day before. “It was impressive. It feels 
good with the family here too. It’s way better when 
the kids are here.”

The victory proved bittersweet for Martin and 
Schera as Rocket Heat was claimed by Flying P Sta-
ble for trainer Michael Tannuzzo. 

– Brandon Valvo

Tod Marks
Farrell (right) denies Wow Cat at the end of Sunday’s featured Shuvee.

Real
Gamer

Catalano front-runner
upsets Grade 3 Shuvee
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Nominations close Aug. 15  
for Thoroughbred 

Industry Employee Awards

 www.godolphinUSawards.com

SARATOGA’S BEST BETS
Still serving the best 
breakfast since 1989!

Come check out our new  
& larger dining room.

8am-2pm daily
256 Milton Ave. Ballston Spa. 

(518) 885-2848

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146
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Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable
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Just $800 for the ENTIRE SARATOGA SEASON! 

 Email joe@thisishorseracing.com for info

Antiquarian Booksellers

Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

More than 100,000 books and 
old prints all sound and ready. 
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lyricalballadbooks.com

Thomas J. Gallo
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Thoroughbred Horse Racing Syndicate

Tim McCoy
Owner/Managing Partner
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Wayne Catalano stood still for a moment. The 
62-year-old trainer leaned against the outside rail, 
waiting for his big horse, Farrell, to complete a cir-
cuit of the main track the day before she won the 
Shuvee at Saratoga. This is the only way Catalano 
pauses, when his horse is on the other side of the 
infield lake and there’s nothing else to do but wait 
for her. 

It was a natural time to ask the simplest question. 
Do you look at life differently after being sick? 
It’s been four years since Catalano caught Avian 

Influenza on a plane ride. The bird flu nearly killed 
him, forcing the affable and energetic horse trainer 
into a coma for weeks. Catalano, a former jockey 
who makes friends quicker than a puppy at a picnic, 
was healthy, fit, vibrant, driven, and “never took a 
Bayer Aspirin” until that summer. He thought he 
had the flu, like the regular kick-it-in-a-week flu, 
he went to the doctor, took a Z-Pak, went back to 
work, ran a “good little filly” at Arlington Park; 
Aurelia’s Belle won the Arlington Oaks and Catala-
no went back to the hospital.

With Bird Flu, they say you go in and you don’t 
come out. 

They didn’t know Wayne Catalano. 
“That was it,” Catalano said. “I didn’t come out 

for like I don’t know how long.”
While in an induced coma, Catalano won his 

2,500th career race and 1,000th race at Arlington 
Park; his friends would tell him later, “You beat 
these guys when you were in a coma.” Catalano 
laughs about that part but levity doesn’t last long 
when he thinks about the first moments of con-
scious thoughts. When a man talks about a sip of 
water like a pot of gold, a spoon full of soup like a 
ray of sun, yeah, you know it was dire. 

“I said to my wife, ‘Slip me some ice. Just slip me 
some ice.’ I wanted water so bad, finally, they said I 
could have a sip of water, when I got that first little 
drop of water, I was like, ‘Oh my God,’ ” Catalano 

said. “I tried a little spoon full of soup, I couldn’t lift 
the spoon. You know when you watched Popeye, 
when he ate the spinach, it was like that. It felt so 
good.”

It’s hard to keep a racetracker down for long, 
once out of the coma, Catalano rebounded quickly. 
Days after that first spoon full of soup, Catalano 
was returning to form. 

 “I was getting better and better,” Catalano said. 
“They said I could eat something. I said, ‘Send out 
for pizza.’ The nurse said, ‘This guy is dying one day 
and he’s ordering pizza the next.’ They said it would 
take six months and my daughter said ‘You guys 
don’t know my dad.’ ” 

Prescribed six weeks of slow and gradual rehabil-

itation, Catalano scoffed.
“Are you crazy, I’m not going to no rehab for 

six weeks. My wife and my daughter are crying, I 
said, ‘Listen I’ll go over there and they’ll show me 
what to do,’ ” Catalano said. “Once they showed 
me what to do, I said, ‘Listen, I’m getting out of 
here. I’m a trainer, I train myself.’ I go home, dou-
ble up on what they showed me to do and I was 
back rolling. What do I know about therapy? They 
showed me, it was brutal, it was so hard, so hard, 
but I doubled up on the therapy.”

Now, life has come back around. Catalano cher-
ishes his wife, Renee – her number comes up as 
“Love” on his phone – adores his daughter, Shelbi, 
and son in law, Farrell’s jockey, Channing Hill and 
his two grandchildren, Wayllen and Sawyer. 

“How life is. What you always knew, but when 
you’re working, you’re busy, you’re riding, you’re 
trying to make make money, you’re trying to build 
a career, you’re doing this, you’re doing that, your 
kids are growing up,” Catalano said. “Then when 
you’re old, you have grandkids and you get to do it 
all over again, this time, you have time. How about 
that? It’s crazy. It’s crazy. People will tell you that, 
but you don’t know until you have grandkids.”

So, I ask the question again, knowing I already 
know the answer. 

Do you look at life differently after being sick? 
“I never talk about it, never think about it, when 

you ask about it…it makes me think about it all 
again. You don’t know, that was four years ago, 
you don’t know. You don’t know,” Catalano said. 
“I thought about slowing down, shutting down, 
easing up, live life a little differently…that went out 
the window quick, that was gone.”

Catalano’s voice wavered and he stopped talking, 
Farrell was jigging a quarter mile in front of him, 
out of sight. He slid his right hand under his sun-
glasses and wiped away tears from the corners of 
his eyes. 

Cat 1. Bird 0.cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

When it comes to helping our clients, 
Brown Advisory never rests.

(800)-645-3923
www.brownadvisory.com

Tod Marks
Trainer Wayne Catalno.

http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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PROVEN PERFORMANCE
AT SARATOGA

LE ARN MORE AT SEPTEMBER.KEENEL AND.COM

Success on racing’s biggest stages begins at the Keeneland September Yearling Sale.

Honorable Miss Handicap (G2)

FINLEY’SLUCKYCHARM

Bowling Green S. (G2)

CHANNEL MAKER

Sanford S. (G3)

SOMBEYAY

Amsterdam S. (G3)

PROMISES FULFILLED
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