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here&there... at Saratoga
BY THE NUMBERS
25: Words spoken by Songbird’s exercise rider, Edgar Rodriguez, during an interview with The 
Special last week.

747: Hip number at last year’s Keeneland September sale of an unraced 2-year-old Tiz Won-
derful colt named Seven Forty Seven bedded down in Ingrid Mason’s string on the Oklahoma.

99: Flights of stairs (or the equivalent according to his iPhone) The Special’s Brandon Valvo 
climbed during the first four days of racing.  

LICENSE PLATES OF THE DAY
IWASABUG, New York (apprentice jockey?).
RUN2W, Florida.
TOGAGIRL, West Virginia.

NAMES OF THE DAY
Croke Park, second race. The 3-year-old colt is by Dublin out of Singing In The Sun. Croke Park 
is a stadium in Dublin, Ireland, host to the All-Ireland finals in football and hurling. Victories 
produce much singing in the sun.

River Date, fourth race. The 4-year-old gelding is by Pioneerof The Nile out of How Bout To-
night.

Walking The Kitten, eighth race. The 4-year-old Ramsey homebred is out of our favorite mare 
No Deadline.

MEDAGLIA D’ORO
El Prado – Cappucino Bay (Bailjumper)
859-255-8537 www.darleyamerica.com Darley

Golden Era
Medaglia d’Oro sires a world-class
11% Stakes winners from starters, 
including 2016 superstar Songbird, 
undefeated Champion two-year-old
filly and five-time G1 winner.

Connie Bush
Here, Horsey. A loose Thoroughbred casts a wary eye on a would-be catcher, who 
is indeed Embracing The Race (as her hat suggests). 

http://www.darleyamerica.com?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Street%20Sense&utm_campaign=Stallions
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POEM OF THE DAY
Reader Shawn Meyers, of Chambersburg, Pa., sent the following, which was too good to pass 
up, so we delve into a little poetry. Thanks Shawn.

Black Eyed Susan
A misty dawn and quiet still greet me as I hold back against the screen door’s desire 

to rattle my family from restful peace.
Meandering streets, front balustrades, protecting ancient Victorians from morning 

light.
I see her ’neath a broad oak, golden ringlets round onyx pupils; hailed a heroine by 

the Old Line State, she is Old Hilltop’s reward to an equine champion in May.
Yet the blanket bequeathed the victor is not hers; the flora an imposter, not my Susan,  

but a painted Daisy;
My Susan demurs till a later season – as the sun casts rays pushing back night, 

she stretches and awakes from languid dormancy, soon seen at parties and porches, 
announcing that the horses have returned to her home of red and white canopies; 

Springing to life she harkens hooves cutting into turf and dirt, a jangle of bits and 
harness, the exhale of fire, with sinew and muscle held by dappled coat, as the sum-
mer sun begins its ascent over pools of mystic water. 

Only when Travers’ race has run does she bid adieu, to quiet morn, cheering throngs and  
evening storms, until the horses summon her return once more to Adirondack glory.

here&there... at Saratoga

The aratogaEditors/Publishers
Sean Clancy: (302) 545-7713. sean@thisishorseracing.com

Joe Clancy: (302) 545-4424. joe@thisishorseracing.com

Managing Editor
Tom Law: (859) 396-9407. tom@thisishorseracing.com

Writers/Handicappers: Charles Bedard, Gaile Fitzgerald,  
Teresa Genaro, Annise Montplaisir, John Shapazian,  

Chad Summers, Shayna Tiller, Brandon Valvo.

Photographers: Tod Marks, Dave Harmon, Connie Bush.

Layout/Design: Linzay Marks. 

Distribution: Jack Clancy, Gabe McGarry.

112 Spring Street, Suite 205
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

www.thisishorseracing.com
Published Wednesday through Sunday*  

during the racing season. 
Every day of Sales Week Aug. 8-14.

*No edition Aug. 11, Sept. 1

The Saratoga Special, thisishorseracing.com
Thoroughbred Racing Calendar, The Best of The Saratoga Special. 

Call us about your editorial needs.

Home Office: 364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F, Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 392-5867 • Fax (410) 392-0170

YOUR SOURCE FOR NY-BREDS  
Phone: (518) 423-2028

www.saratogaglenfarm.com

NAME OF THE DAY
Only You, third race. The Merrylegs Farm homebred 

is by Belong To Me out of Je T’aime (French for I love you). 

800-523-8143

“I’ve got to win a stake so I can get back in The Special.”
Kidd Breeden, agent for Kendrick Carmouche,  
three hours before winning the Honorable Miss

QUOTE OF THE DAY

ALBERTUS MAXIMUS
  ALBERT THE GREAT – CHASETHEWILDWIND, BY FORTY NINER 

DAAHER
AWESOME AGAIN – IRISH CHERRY, BY IRISH OPEN

Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager  |  859-224-4585
4600 Ft. Springs Rd., Lexington, KY 40513 

www.shadwellfarm.com

http://shadwellfarm.com/
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WORTH REPEATING
“I thought that was a way so nobody would find out how many horses I own.”

Owner Sol Kumin talking about partnerships
 in racehorses during “At The Post Live” at the Parting Glass

“How’s that working out for you?”
At The Post host Andy Serling, to Kumin

“I think you can’t be ready for Saratoga. You just have to tackle it, take the bull by the horns.”
NYRA TV racing analyst and former 

Saratoga Special intern Gabby Gaudet during “At the Post Live”

“We finish at 6:54. I’ll be at Villa Balsamo by 7:20 and in bed by 9:30.”
NYRA’s Martin Panza, on how he handles the big weekend cards at Saratoga

“I’ve got nice flowers and slow horses.”
Trainer, who would prefer the reverse, on the backside Wednesday morning

“You’ve got to make your own style.”
Jock’s agent Kidd Breeden, looking sharp at the races Wednesday

“You better send them over here quick.”
Trainer Joe Sharp when told agreeing to a Stable Tour sends good karma to the barn

“I’m no Barbara Livingston.”
Loretta Lusteg, photographing a hawk enjoying 

 his breakfast atop a telephone pole Wednesday morning

“Are you guys like the mayors back here?”
Jennifer Stevens, assistant director of development and horse sponsorship for the TRF,  

getting a backstretch tour with two members of the The Saratoga Special team Wednesday

“People are selling these papers on Ebay.”
Vinny Varvaro, who’s still searching for The Special featuring Stephanie’s Kitten 

here&there...at Saratoga

Raising and Selling Racehorses

Contact: Headley  c: 859.221.5108 
Price  c: 859.321.5117

NICOMA

®

®and its affiliate

Mill Ridge MomentsMill Ridge MomentsMill Ridge Moments Kim Poulin ©

Connie Bush
In Step. Two Chad Brown horses get ready to win gold in synchronized galloping.

http://www.embracetherace.com/
http://www.millridge.com/
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nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777

For more information visit our website
or call 518.388.0174
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The New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association
www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337   
 visit us on Facebook

“Pat Day must have copied it from Shoemaker, because he rode 
exactly like Shoemaker for the rest of his life, sit still, sit still, sit still, 
sit still. You know who was an awful good rider, McHargue, one of the 
very, very best. Another thing I go by with great riders is they take 
nothing out of the horse, they’re as fresh as a daisy after the race.  
That was the only thing with Cordero, he was a great rider, but hard 
on a horse, they had nothing left afterwards. Pincay, too, great riders 
don’t get me wrong, but hard on horses. Pat Day, Shoemaker, Julie, 
Fernando Toro, they took nothing out of them. One day Julie came 
down there on this big cheating son of a…she never hit him once, I 
said, ‘How could you just sit there and not hit him?’ She said, ‘He was 
just waiting for me to hit him so he had an excuse to stop.’ ”  

– Trainer Allen Jerkens,
 1929-2015

The Chief . . . Day 5 Adirondack Posse takes a gander at the competition  
ahead of the John Morrissey Stakes.

(859) 224-2756
www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Building two-year-olds one individual at a time
(859) 312-3414  |  kirkwoodstables.com

Proud to support Thoroughbred aftercare

of the day

 Vicky Chevallier

http://www.nybreds.com/
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Dallas Stewart’s stable for the 2016 
Saratoga meeting could not be a truer 
reflection of himself. Like the native 
of New Orleans who trains them, the 
horses are full of personality and a 
love of racing. Stewart’s string totals 
14 and ranges from unraced 2-year-
olds to Grade 1 winners.

“Nice, a bit smaller, but strong 
stable,” Stewart said. “Fortunate to 
train for some very good people. West 
Point, I’ve worked for them for 20 
years. (Chuck) Fipke, I’ve worked for 
him for probably 10 or so. A couple 
new clients here and there that I’ve 
worked with over the years.”

Stewart’s morning responsibilities 
go much further than sitting track-
side in a golf cart watching training 
– he hoses off nearly every horse af-
ter training, cools horses out and 
goes through every stall checking 
legs, teaching tricks and spoiling with 
treats.

“It’s not for everybody but it is 
for me,” said Stewart, who won the 
Grade 1 Ballerina last summer at 
Saratoga with Unbridled Forever. “I 
love what I do. I do what I do because 
it works for me.”

Stewart finished hosing horses  
after morning workouts and walked stall 
to stall with The Special’s Shayna Tiller.

Tale Of Verve: Fipke’s homebred Tale Of 
Ekati colt, runner-up to American Pharoah in 
the 2015 Preakness, won an allowance race 
Saturday. “Very proud of him. It was a hard 
fought race. He looks good, his energy’s good, 
he’s healthy. That’s a neat horse to be around, 
he performed wonderful in Maryland and after 
that we probably went a race or two further 
with him than we should have. Not that he was 
unhealthy, just that he wasn’t performing, and 
we kept trying and probably pushed a little bit 
too much. We keep learning. The Woodward 
is a possibility. Maybe if he’s doing well, but 
then again maybe we’re pushing too hard. If 
not, hopefully we’ll find a minor stakes some-
where else.” 

Tom’s Ready: He won the Grade 2 Woody 
Stephens on the Belmont Stakes undercard 
for G M B Racing of Gayle and Tom Benson, 
owners of New Orleans Saints and Pelicans. 
The More Than Ready colt stopped to nudge 
Stewart’s side while cooling out. “He’s looking 
for apples, I’ve got them all apple broke. He’s 
not big, but he’s a real fun horse. He’s sup-
posed to go in the King’s Bishop. Gave him a 
little bit of a break, bringing him back he’s had 
some good workouts. He’s a horse you work 
in company, because if you don’t he won’t fo-
cus. We made an adjustment with his blinkers; 
he was racing with blinkers all winter (and) in 
the Kentucky Derby. He’s a horse that looks 
around a lot, like he’ll look at horses and just 
take off running. It’s the funniest thing in the 
world. I thought to take them off, so we tried 
it and, sure enough, he ran all over the track, 
but he ran faster.”

Ready for Chianti: Third in a Churchill 
Downs allowance July 2, homebred More 
Than Ready filly for Fipke is entered in today’s 
eighth, a 1 3/16-mile allowance on the grass. 
“She’s won one race (at Fair Grounds), had 
two seconds and a third at Churchill, so we’re 
trying a little bit longer distance with her. She 
finishes her races good. Hopefully I’m making 
the right decision. She’s a nice filly so we’re 
going to try this and see if it’s the distance she 
likes. She’s going to make Mr. Fipke a lovely 
broodmare.”

General Downs: A $300,000 Mineshaft 
gelding purchased from the 2014 Fasig-Tipton 
Saratoga sale by West Point, breezed 5 fur-
longs Monday in a bullet 1:00.90 on the Okla-
homa. “The General! This one’s got so much 
personality, more than any horse in the barn. 
He’s just unreal. He loves treats. I had him in 
New Orleans this winter and got a hind an-
kle-cannon bone injury and had to have some 
minor surgery. He was kind of a slow devel-
oping horse, and then he got this injury so he 
came back May, June. So now he’s working 
toward his first start. He’s a beautiful, beauti-
ful horse. I actually trained his mother, Plaid, 
and bought her at the sale. He’s a very alert 
horse, he’s got an unreal personality. Maybe 
the next Mr. Ed.”

Forever Unbridled: Winner of the Grade 
1 Apple Blossom in April and second in the 
Grade 1 Ogden Phipps in June. “She’s be-
ing pointed toward the Personal Ensign. Her 
mother (Lemons Forever) won the Kentucky 
Oaks, her sister won a Grade 1, she’s a Grade 
1 winner. She’s nice in the barn, but outside 
she’s very feisty. She can get a little cranked 
up and she can rear up and you have to be 
very, very careful with her. She’s a lot of race-
horse.”

Forever D’Oro: A 3-year-old half brother to 
Forever Unbridled finished 13th in the Belmont 
Stakes and returns in Friday’s Curlin. “He ran 
in the Belmont, which didn’t turn out really 

well. Looking back, it was probably more than 
he was ready for. He’s being pointed toward 
the Curlin. Another big step up for him.”

Take Charge Niki: Daughter of Congrats 
cost $725,000 as a 2-year-old last year. She 
breezed 5 furlongs in 1:00.90 Monday over 
the Oklahoma. “She had a little bit of an in-
jury last year and it took a long time to heal 
up. She just kind of did something to her back 
leg. She’s a beautiful filly, she was expensive. 
She’s from the Take Charge Indy family, Will 
Take Charge, and Mr. Fipke bought her to get 
into that family.”

She’s a True Beauty: SumFun Stable’s 
4-year-old by Yes It’s True finished seventh in 
Sunday’s ninth race. “She ran really good. It 
was her first race back in eight months, she 
had a hind-ankle injury down in New Orle-
ans this winter, which we operated on, and 
she made it back to the races. She won the 
two races previous to (Sunday), and it was 
her first race back since the layoff. So we’re 
probably going to point her toward Kentucky 
Downs. She’s related to a horse named Aik-
enite, who was a very nice horse that Todd 
Pletcher trained for Dogwood Stable.”

Drago’s Pearl: West Point’s 2-year-old son 
of First Samurai joyously leaped around in 
his stall, until he nearly crashed into the stall 
guard and had to be tied. “That’s the name 
of a restaurant down in New Orleans that the 
Cvitanovich family owns, and they were the 
first to bring out the chargrilled oysters that 
people love so much. So he worked a half yes-
terday and he’s doing really well. He’s a really 
good-feeling horse and hopefully he’ll make 
the meet. He’s got to learn to settle down, he 
gets a bit over the top.”

Hollywood Handsome: Mark Stanley 
spent $200,000 last October for the Tapizar 
colt. “He worked a half in (:49.92 on the main 
track) Sunday with Drago’s Pearl and they 
fought it out pretty good. Drago’s Pearl might 

with Dallas Stewart

Every day at Saratoga, The Special presents an 
exclusive Stable Tour with a Saratoga trainer. 

For more, see:
 thisishorseracing.com/stabletours

http://www.fasigtipton.com/
http://www.fasigtipton.com/


9Thursday, July 28, 2016 The saraToga special

have had the upper hand on him by about a 
neck or so but he beat Drago last time. The 
2-year-olds will do that, they’ll kind of swap 
off. Hopefully we’ll get a start by the end of the 
meet if everything goes right.”

Moonlightnmidnight and Whole
Lotta Luck: Both owned by West Point – 
the former a 2-year-old daughter of Wilburn 
and the latter a 2-year-old son of Lookin At 
Lucky – they breezed 5 furlongs in company 
Monday in 1:01.29 on the Oklahoma. “We’re 
looking to run (Moonlightnmidnight) by the 
middle of August and she’s been spectacular. 
She’s lovely, just a treat, no problem. Hope-
fully get one good start here, with the babies 
we’re looking to get one good start. If not, get 
some good education. They should learn a lot 
here. It’s big, it’s wide, it’s open. I like seeing 
the young horses, how they grow up, hopeful-
ly they mature. She worked with Whole Lotta 
Luck. She’s beaten him twice. He’s fighting, 
he’s trying to beat her. It’s just a situation 
where he’s not as fit as she is right now. He’s 
got a really good body on him. He’s going to 
run a little bit later in the meet, he’ll have a few 
more works before he starts, and I think he’s 
going to need it. Great horses.”

Tb Salute: A Louisiana-bred 3-year-old 
gelding by Giant Oak, he finished seventh in 
a maiden claimer Saturday. “He didn’t have 
a great race, didn’t get out of the gates real 
good. It was his first start. He had an injury 
down in New Orleans this winter, stuck his 
foot through a wire screen and got cut. So this 
was his first race, he did finish good in the 
stretch. I hope that he picks his head up a bit 
from the race, trains a little harder and we’ll 
see. Hopefully get one or two more races in 
him while he’s here.”

Saint’s Fan: Stewart’s homebred 2-year-old 
colt by Tale Of Ekati. “He has beautiful mark-
ings. He got a shoe boil, which got infected, 
so we had to stop training him for a while, but 
he’s back training now. Came back May-June. 
He’s about a week away from a breeze. I like 
him, he’s a nice colt. He’s growing up. He’s 
still a big playboy, lot of personality. Hopefully, 
he gets better with the time here.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

Get them
back
on track

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921
Bruce Jackson Cell: 610-496-5080 • O�ce: 410-620-2175 • Fax: 410-620-2176 • bruce@fairhilletc.com

fairhilletc.com
visit our website for 
comprehensive videos

Rehabilitation,
Sports Medicine
and Conditioning 
for the Equine Athlete

Fair Hill Equine Therapy 
Center is a state-of-the-art 
facility that houses the 
latest in technological 
equipment, designed to 
promote a safe and rapid 
advancement for horses 
recovering from injury 
or returning from a rest.

THERAPY CENTER
FAIR HILL EQUINE

Aqua Pacer Cold Salt Spa Dry Salt
Vapor Therapy

Vibration
Therapy

Solarium Fair Hill
Training Center

Hyperbaric 
Oxygen Therapy

NEW

Tale Of Verve.

http://fairhilletc.com/
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BY TOM LAW
Andy Beadnell knows the story of 

Haveyougoneaway is already a pret-
ty good one. He wasn’t about to miss 
the chance to see the mare he co-bred 
with his wife Susan possibly add an-
other chapter in Wednesday’s Grade 
2 Honorable Miss at Saratoga Race 
Course. 

The almost unbelievable tale starts 
when Beadnell sold the New York-
bred daughter of Congrats as a wean-
ling, and saw her continue to two 
more sales before she brought a mere 
$1,200 at Keeneland November 2013 
on the way to racing with success in 
Arkansas, Texas, Oklahoma, Iowa 
and New Mexico.

Now a 5-year-old, she’s back in her 
home state. 

The winner of the Dancing Renee 

against state-breds in July – that vic-
tory remarkable in itself for a mare 
who’s been so many places and only 
brought such a meager sum as an un-
raced 2-year-old – Haveyougoneaway 
took it a few steps further Monday as 
she ran down Paulassilverlining in the 
stretch to win the $200,000 Honor-
able Miss. 

“Get ready,” Beadnell said along-
side Joe McMahon of McMahon 
of Saratoga Thoroughbreds, where 
Haveyougoneaway was foaled and 
prepped for the 2011 Fasig-Tipton 
Kentucky November mixed sale. “We 
sold her as a weanling for $50,000 
in Kentucky, she came back here and Dave Harmon

Haveyougoneaway (4) passes Paulassilverlining just before the finish.

HONORABLE MISS RECAP

Here to Stay
Haveyougoneaway returns  
to upstate roots for Gr. 2 win

Continued On Page 11 

SHEETSSHEETS
Sunrise Stallion 

GIANT ROCKS
2YO Gelding by Frost Giant

Thursday, Race 5
Three Diamonds Farm, Owner 

You Never Know Stable, Breeder

Mike Maker, Trainer

Picks of the Day
BIG BROWN • FROST GIANT • HEAVY BREATHING

Sunrise Stallions – Standing dual classic winner and champion Big Brown and Heavy Breathing 
at Dutchess Views Farm in Pine Plains, N.Y.; and Frost Giant at Keane Stud in Amenia, N.Y.

Eric Bishop | Eric@SunriseStallions.com | 516-606-9768

http://sunrisestallions.com/
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(sold for $105,000) at the New York-
bred yearling sale and then showed 
up in a 2-year-old sale and not-sold 
for ($100,000). 

“There was a death in the owner-
ship, she ended up in a dispersal sale 
and two boys from Texas bought her 
for twelve-hundred bucks. She ran 
down there in Arkansas and some 
other places. I called them, Champion 
Racing, and tried to buy her back af-
ter she won her first race to bring her 
back here. They said, ‘Partner up with 
us.’ Stupid me, I didn’t do it.”

Champion Racing Stable cam-
paigned Haveyougoneaway from 
the start, a second in a maiden race 
in February 2014 at Oaklawn Park, 
until she finished second in the 
$150,000 Carousel Stakes this April 
at Oaklawn. 

She won eight of 22 starts for 
Champion, including three stakes, 
with three seconds and six thirds for 
trainer Allen Milligan. 

Haveyougoneaway returned to 
New York this spring, when a group 
led by veteran horsewoman Becky 
Thomas bought her privately to race 
under the Sequel Racing banner. 

“She’d been running at Oaklawn 
and Remington, and was a New 
York-bred we’d been keeping an eye 
on,” said Tom Morley, who took over 
the mare’s training in April. “There’s 
a group of investors that own her, 
they put an offer on the table, it was a 
perfectly generous offer for what she 
had been doing and they agreed to sell 
her. She came here and the view was 
always to try and win a New York-
bred stakes and then try and get some 
graded earnings. To get that with a 
graded win off the bat here at Sarato-
ga is very special.”

The victory was Morley’s first in a 
graded stakes in a career that started 
in 2013. The $120,000 Haveyou-
goneaway earned also pushed the 
trainer’s seasonal purse total to 
$921,300, not far off his career-best 
$1,092,093 earned in 2014. 

Sent off as the 7-2 third choice 
behind Grade 3 Vagrancy winner 
Paulassilverlining and last year’s 
Grade 1 Test runner-up Bar Of Gold, 
Haveyougoneaway raced behind an 
early four-way battle between Diva 
Express, Disco Chick, Sarah Sis and 
Bar Of Gold. 

Kendrick Carmouche kept the 
winner in the two path, made steady 
progress on the leaders around the 
turn and was just 2 1/2 lengths back 

at the quarter pole after a half-mile in 
:45.04. 

Carmouche angled Haveyou-
goneaway out four wide into the lane 
as Disco Chick and Trevor McCarthy 
tried to give the field the slip. Pau-
lassilverlining made sure that didn’t 
last long and pounced on the leader 
and opened up by 1 1/2 lengths at the 
eighth pole. 

“I wanted to be forwardly placed 
to see what (Paulassilverlining) would 
do because I knew he would be ag-
gressive coming out of the gate, so I 
wanted to be just as aggressive, where 
he couldn’t pick his spot to run,” Car-
mouche said. “Right past the three-
eighths pole I kind of let (Jose Ortiz on 
Paulasssilverlining) take my spot from 
me because I wanted to sit a little bit 
longer where my horse can have a tar-
get to run at. And that’s pretty much 
what she did, running him down the 
last sixteenth of a mile.”  

Haveyougoneaway continued to 
cut into the advantage in deep stretch 
and while in receipt five pounds from 
the runner-up, got up to win by a 
neck in 1:09.94 for 6 furlongs. 

Morley made his way down to 
the winner’s circle in quick order. He 

stopped on the way in to hug his ex-
cited wife Maggie, who provides on-
air commentary and interviews for 
NYRA in the paddock and winner’s 
circle and is 5 1/2 months pregnant, 
and get her to settle down.

“Don’t have a baby, not yet,” Mor-
ley joked to his wife. “Take a deep 
breath.”

A few feet away from the winner’s 
presentation while Morley and Car-
mouche met with the press, Beadnell 
took a deep one himself as he and 
McMahon told a more forecasting 
tale of Haveyougoneaway and her 
dam, the Wiseman’s Ferry mare One 
Wise Cowgirl. 

Beadnell and McMahon are selling 
a yearling sibling to the Honorable 
Miss winner, a filly by Take Charge 
Indy who like Congrats is a son of 
A.P. Indy, at the Fasig-Tipton Sarato-
ga New York-bred sale next month. 

And they’re equally excited about 
another youngster that might add 
another sequel to the growing tale of 
Haveyougoneaway. 

“We have probably as nice a baby 
on the ground that I ever got out of 
that mare, by that new sire that Joe 
has Central Banker,” Beadnell said.

Honorable Miss –
 Continued from page 10

Fort Christopher’s 
 Racing Stable

winners circle 
The trip to the  

starts here...

Fort Christopher’s thoroughbreds, LLC
 3093 County Route 46  •  Fort Edward, New York 12828  (15 min. to Saratoga Race Track) 

Inquiries to Owner: Christopher M. shelli  518-858-1790  •  email: info@fortchristophers.com

Experience the unmatched feeling of excitement 
in owning a thoroughbred racehorse.

Racing Partnerships Now Forming, Join Us Today in the Winners Circle! 

Fort Christopher’s thoroughbreds is proud to offer the following services:
Boarding • Layups • Rehabilitation • Sales • Bloodstock Services • Horse Transportation 

Tod Marks
Haveyougoneaway gets ready to win a graded stakes.

http://www.lgbloodstock.com/
http://www.fortchristophers.com/
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From start to finish...30 years running!From start to finish...30 years running!

Saturday, October 8, 2016
Post Time 7:05 PM

Featuring the

West Virginia Breeders Classic
And the Breeders Classics Races
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Julie Gomena gave Mark Watts 
specific – very specific – instructions 
before Wednesday’s first race, the 
Saratoga steeplechase opener.

“If you’re fighting it out with Un-
sinkable,” the trainer told the jockey. 
“I’m going to geld you.”

Watts (aboard Kensington Court) 
followed orders, or was following 
them, until front-running favorite 
Unsinkable acted up, froze, went 
through the hedge separating the in-
ner turf course from the Mellon turf 
course and was scratched by the stew-
ards. Kensington Court made all the 
running in his maiden win at Fair Hill 
May 28, and did the same Wednesday 

– building a 25-length lead and coast-
ing home by 14 1/4 in the $65,000 
first-level allowance hurdle. Help 
From Heaven finished second with 
All For Us third after 2 1/16 miles in 
3:48.57.

Irish import Unsinkable came into 
the race with a reputation for quali-
ty and speed – after a front-running 
debut win in April, a solid third in 
allowance company in May and a 
powerhouse flat win at Parx July 20. 
Bettors responded, making him the 
favorite in a field of eight only to be 
jilted. His defection left Kensington 
Court the lone speed and a big threat. Tod Marks

All alone – throughout – Kensington Court jumps a fence early in his romp Wednesday.

Wire Job
Kensington Court builds lead, 
wins jump opener for Gomena

WEDNESDAY RACING RECAP

Continued On Page 13 
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“I made it very clear that I did not want to be up 
there with (Unsinkable),” said Gomena. “Once all 
that happened with him, I was happy and I figured 
Mark could make the right decision. I didn’t expect 
him to be out there that far, but once he got in front 
he settled and wasn’t going that fast. He won at 
Fair Hill wire to wire, but he doesn’t need to be 
there. When Unsinkable was gone, why not go?”

Bred in Kentucky by Paul Pompa, Kensington 
Court started his flat career with Todd Pletcher last 
March – in a maiden race won by future Grade 
1 winner World Approval. The 4-year-old son of 
Giant’s Causeway and Pompa’s Grade 1 winner 
Backseat Rhythm broke his maiden for $75,000 at 
Belmont last May and was fourth here last sum-
mer for a $40,000 claiming price. One start later, 
he won for $20,000 at Monmouth and was claimed 
by trainer Derek Ryan. Gomena saw the Saratoga 
race, remembered the horse, and acquired him from 
Ryan as a hurdle prospect for Oakwood Stable. 

“He’s a lovely, lovely horse,” she said. “He’s a 
natural at this. It was easy to teach him.”

 Gomena picked up her first Saratoga win by 
shipping Kensington Court to Aiken, S.C. from her 
base in Virginia due to firm turf on her farm.

“The ground is too hard, it’s terrible in Vir-
ginia,” she said. “I found a great place, Palmetto 

Training Center. People were asking me about the 
shipping and how hard it was going to be. I was 
sweating that. He came up Friday, to Virginia, then 
got to Saratoga (Tuesday) morning. I didn’t want to 
ship straight from Aiken to Saratoga. That would 
have been too much. He handled it all fine.”

So did Watts.
– Joe Clancy

• Forest Boyce came in from Maryland for the 
card and rode a winner, Safe With Me, in the fifth 
race for trainer Graham Motion. 

“I’ve been here several times, but this is my first 
win that I get to keep,” said Boyce, beaming and 
smiling ear to ear. “I am so happy, so ecstatic.”

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 12

14 Phila St. Saratoga Springs, NY   518.580.0003.   www.harveyspub.com 

Continued On Page 14 

Tod Marks
Safe With Me (7) charges to the front to win Wednesday’s fifth race.

file:
http://harveyspub.com/
http://wvbc.com/wordpress/
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Boyce rode 20-1 longshot Nellie Cashman to an 
apparent victory by a nose over Caroline Thomas 
in the Grade 2 Lake Placid in 2013. After a claim of 
foul and a stewards’ inquiry, Nellie Cashman was 
disqualified and placed third. Stewards determined 
Nellie Cashman drifted out into the path of the 
race’s third-place finisher, who brushed lightly with 
Caroline Thomas just before the wire.

Boyce didn’t need to sweat out an inquiry this 
time. 

“The race set up perfectly, she broke well, and 
we had a brilliant position and she was game 
enough to split horses,” Boyce said. “I was very, 
very impressed with her.”

The 2-year-old Discreetly Mine filly broke in 
fourth and maintained that position until inside the 
eighth pole, where she lengthened stride and over-
hauled Aikenetta to win by a neck.

Boyce has ridden for Motion in the past and 
hopes to return for a few more mounts.

“He’s always been very good to me, very sup-
portive and I really appreciate it,” Boyce said. “I 
am so happy, so ecstatic. It’s been a bit of a rough 
summer and that just made it all worth while.” 

– Shayna Tiller

• Trainer Barclay Tagg picked up his first win 
of the meet and Tale For Ruby broke her maiden 

in her third start in the sixth, a 7-furlong maiden 
special weight. 

“I liked her coming into it,” said Tagg, who 
trains the filly for her breeder, Charles Fipke. “It’s 
been a long time since she’s run, and she’s only 
run a couple of times, so you’re always concerned 
about that. She’s trained well up to this. She’s held 
her flesh good for an active-type filly. We were pret-
ty high on her.”

The victory was Tale For Ruby’s first start since 
December at Gulfstream Park. She finished fifth in 
her debut in the middle of last year’s Saratoga meet. 

“She’s an energetic filly, but not overly nervous,” 
Tagg said. “She just wanted to run today.”

Tale For Ruby raced just behind Theatric to the 
quarter-pole, where she was encouraged by jock-
ey John Velazquez. She answered, opening up her 

stride to draw off by 4 1/2 lengths.
“We try to keep her level and train her the right 

way and do right by her,” Tagg said. “I’ll run her 
in an allowance race next and see how it goes. Step 
by step.” 

– Shayna Tiller

• “There’s a first time for everything.” That’s 
the phrase that echoed through the track after the 
fourth race when a malfunctioning starting gate ca-
reened into the outside rail near the winner’s circle.

The 1 1/8-mile allowance-optional started with-
out incident, but it soon became apparent there was 
an issue as the tractor shut down and the gate was 
still in place as the field approached the far turn. 
The tractor was restarted as the driver frantically 
pushed and pulled on levers in the cab. 

As the tractor lurched to life, the gate it was pull-
ing slammed into the rail just past the winner’s cir-
cle. Several photographers stationed past the wire 
narrowly avoided injury as the gate shredded the 
metal tubing of the rail and its supports.

Upon returning to the winner’s circle, NYRA 
photographer Adam Coglianese held up two fingers 
an inch apart and said, “that close.”

Although approximately 50 feet of rail was de-
stroyed, no one was seriously injured. The race, 
won by Chad Brown’s 3-year-old filly Going For 
Broke, was completed without incident.

NYRA’s maintenance team repaired the rail be-
fore the completion of the card.

– Brandon Valvo

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 13

Tod Marks
Tale For Ruby stretches for the line in the sixth.

http://brunowiththeworks.com/
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SARATOGA’S BEST BETS

Equine Partnerships • Licensing Matters
Litigation

(518) 430-0005 • (855) 677-5155
Todd Engel • tengel@engelatty.com

Saratoga       Syracuse       Garden City

www.racingcityrealty.com

Saratoga’s largest 
selection of rentals 

for the season, week 
or weekend.

Come join us for the 
same good breakfast  

you have been missing!
For 28 years

8am-2pm Daily
256 Milton Ave.
Ballston Spa, NY
(518) 885-2848

Protect your sport’s integrity
If you suspect or know of wrongdoing within the 
racing community, contact us. Emails & calls are 

treated confidentially. You may remain anonymous.

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com

Email: integrity@trpb.com
También disponsible en español

102 Lincoln Ave.
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

518.584.1648
theinnatfivepoints.com

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

YOUR business here! 
Just $800 for the ENTIRE SARATOGA SEASON! 

Email joe@thisishorseracing.com for info.

Tod Marks
Photographers Dave Harmon and Adam Coglianese (right) dodge disaster as the starting gate collides with the outside rail.

http://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
http://www.engelatty.com/
http://www.racingcityrealty.com/
http://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
http://www.engelatty.com/
http://www.racingcityrealty.com/
http://trpb.com/
http://theinnatfivepoints.com/
http://www.radwanbrown.com/
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Wednesday July 27.

FIRST $65,000, ALLOWANCE, 4 YO’S & UP, 2 1/16M
5 Kensington Court M. Watts $22.20 $9.10 $4.10
1 Help From Heaven K. Norris  $4.30 $2.80
6 All for Us C. Hankin   $2.40
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2012, by Giant’s Causeway - Backseat Rhythm by El 
Corredor
Owner: Oakwood Stable (Nicole H. Perry).  
Trainer: Julie Gomena. Breeder: Paul Pompa Jr. (KY).
Late Scratches: Blue Atlantic, Unsinkable (IRE). Time: 3:48.57
Exacta (5-1), $92.50; Superfecta (5-1-6-3), $1,529.00; Trifecta (5-1-
6), $206.00

SECOND $45,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN CLAIMING $40,000, 3 YO’S & 
UP, 6 1/2F
1A Fear That L. Saez $26.60 $10.80 $4.40
8 Sebonack J. Ortiz  $4.50 $2.90
5 Saratoga Charlie D. Davis   $3.00
B Gelding 2013, by Ice Box - Fear This by Ghostzapper
Owner: Mossarosa. Trainer: Nicholas Zito.  
Breeder: Christopher Shelli (NY).
Late Scratches: Ornato, Starry Messenger
Claimed: Massena claimed by Panopoulos, Nicholaos for $40,000
Time: 1:17.45
Daily Double (5-1), $321.00; Exacta (1-8), $134.00; Quinella (1-8), 
$49.20; Superfecta (1-8-5-4), $2,248.00; Trifecta (1-8-5), $374.00

THIRD $28,000, CLAIMING $14,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
5 Conscience J. Leparoux $3.50 $2.50 $2.10
3 To the Victor T. McCarthy  $3.70 $2.90
2 Swivel E. Cancel   $3.40
B Gelding 2011, by Indian Charlie - Positivelycharming by Pulpit
Owner: Maxis Stable. Trainer: Michael Maker.  
Breeder: Glen Hill Farm (FL). Late Scratches: Giant Fox
Claimed: Conscience claimed by R. A. Hill Stable for $14,000, To the 
Victor claimed by Hot Scot Racing Stables for $14,000
Time: 1:17.45
Daily Double (1-5), $93.50; Exacta (5-3), $13.60; Superfecta (5-3-2-
4), $316.00; Trifecta (5-3-2), $51.00; Pic 3 (5-1-5), $1,150.00

FOURTH $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
6 Going for Broke I. Ortiz, Jr. $3.10 $2.60 $2.10
5 Rachel’s Temper J. Rosario  $5.00 $2.60
2 Jules N Rome J. Ortiz   $2.10
B Filly 2013, by Blame - Support the Cause by Put It Back
Owner: Waterford Stable. Trainer: Chad Brown. 
Breeder: Waterford Stables, Inc. (KY).
Claimed: Rachel’s Temper claimed by Kupferberg, Saul J. and Max for 
$62,500, Jules N Rome claimed by Dubb, Michael for $62,500
Time: 1:51.64
Daily Double (5-6), $5.30; Exacta (6-5), $14.00; Quinella (5-6), 
$10.80; Superfecta (6-5-2-1), $96.50; Trifecta (6-5-2), $29.80; Pic 3 
(1-5-6), $233.50

FIFTH $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
7 Safe With Me F. Boyce $34.60 $15.60 $9.80
5 Aikenetta J. Velazquez  $7.40 $4.70
2 Mare Irish Dancer J. Castellano   $3.50
Dk B/ Br Filly 2014, by Discreetly Mine - Safe Crossing by Stormy 
Atlantic
Owner: Augustin Stable. Trainer: H. Motion. Breeder: George Straw-
bridge (KY). Late Scratches: Victory to Victory, Zero Zee, Tickety Boo, 
So Fancy, Daddyisdooley, Buy Low Sell High
Time: 1:03.84
Daily Double (6-7), $56.50; Exacta (7-5), $239.00; Superfecta (7-5-
2-3), $10,811.00; Trifecta (7-5-2), $1,325.00; Pic 3 (5-6-7), $94.00

SIXTH $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
7 Tale for Ruby J. Velazquez $6.50 $4.10 $2.70
2 Chase Motto J. Castellano  $4.90 $3.00
4 Blenheim Palace J. Ortiz   $2.20
B Filly 2013, by Tale of Ekati - Ruby City by Carson City
Owner: Fipke, Charles, E.. Trainer: Barclay Tagg. 
Breeder: Charles Fipke (KY).
Time: 1:23.97
Daily Double (7-7), $168.50; Exacta (7-2), $24.20; Superfecta (7-2-
4-3), $369.00; Trifecta (7-2-4), $51.50; Pic 3 (6-7-7), $278.00; Pic 4 
(5/9-6-7-7), $452.00; Pic 5 (1-5/9-6-7-7), $16,922.00

SEVENTH $78,000, NY-BRED AOC $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
1 Asset Inflation I. Ortiz, Jr. $8.70 $4.40 $3.10
9 Polar Axis J. Rosario  $5.60 $4.20
8 Frisky Magician T. McCarthy   $7.90
Ch Gelding 2010, by Greeley’s Galaxy - Avie’s Jill by Lord Avie
Owner: Jacobson, David. Trainer: David Jacobson. 
Breeder: Better Days Farm & Pat Costello (NY).
Late Scratches: Bond Vigilante, Pop the Hood, True Bet, Captain 
Gaughen, Bug Juice, Eye Luv Lulu
Claimed: Summer Breezing claimed by Fortune Farm (Richard Nicolai) 
for $40,000, Status of Forces claimed by Dubb, Michael for $40,000
Time: 1:02.37
Daily Double (7-1), $35.00; Exacta (1-9), $41.20; Superfecta (1-9-8-
6), $4,718.00; Trifecta (1-9-8), $402.50; Pic 3 (7-7-1), $911.00

EIGHTH $200,000, STAKES - HONORABLE MISS H., 3 YO’S & UP, 
6F
4 Haveyougoneaway K. Carmouche $9.40 $4.00 $3.20
1 Paulassilverlining J. Ortiz  $2.90 $2.50
2 Disco Chick T. McCarthy   $4.80
Ch Mare 2011, by Congrats - One Wise Cowgirl by Wiseman’s Ferry
Owner: Sequel Racing. Trainer: Thomas Morley. 
Breeder: Andy Beadnell & Susan Beadnell (NY).
Time: 1:09.94
Daily Double (1-4), $56.50; Exacta (4-1), $29.00; Superfecta (4-1-2-
3), $1,082.00; Trifecta (4-1-2), $169.00; Pic 3 (7-1-4), $168.50

NINTH $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
9 Sanctifica E. Cancel $36.40 $20.60 $8.20
10 Two Pump I. Ortiz, Jr.  $13.20 $5.30
4 Justa Lady R. Santana, Jr.   $5.10
B Mare 2011, by Distorted Humor - Santa Croce by Saint Ballado
Owner: Waterville Lake Stable. Trainer: Christophe Clement. 
Breeder: Waterville Lake Stables Ltd LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Rumble Doll, Making Havoc
Time: 1:02.07
Daily Double (4-9), $197.50; Exacta (9-10), $472.50; Superfecta 
(9-10-4-7), $25,502.00; Trifecta (9-10-4), $5,091.00; Pic 3 (1-4-9), 
$1,224.00; Place Pix Nine (2/4/7-1/8/9-1/2/4-9), $134.00

TENTH $45,000 CLAIMING $35,000, 3YO’S AND UP, 1 1/16M 
7 Shalako M. Franco $20.40 $10.40 $7.50
5 Mambo At The Gym J. Ortiz  $8.70 $7.20
4 Special Ops D. Davis   $14.40
B Gelding 2013, by Malibu Moon - Bridge Game, by Giant’s Causeway
Owner: Elisabeth Alexander. Trainer: Tom Proctor. 
Breeder: Elisabeth Alexander (KY).
Late Scratches: Downgoesfrazier
Tambourin was claimed by Midwest Thoroughbreds Inc for $35,000; 
Sly Tom was claimed by Brad Grady for $35,000.
Time: 1:41.07

Copyright 2016 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

SARATOGA RESULTS

http://www.partingglassracing.com/
http://horseracingradio.net/
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Loyalty.  Service.  Consistency.

TLore is the only stable management system we have used in 
nearly twenty years of training. Tracy goes above and beyond to 
meet our individual needs, all at an extremely competitive price.

 – Todd Pletcher Racing Stable

“

TLore is a Thoroughbred Racehorse Management 
Service. For more information contact Tracy Attfield

(954) 647-3220   |   TLore.net

“

TLore

Represenng owners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, drivers and horsemen 
associaons in business transacons and maers before the New York 

State Gaming Commission and in the federal and state courts  

990 S����� A����, G��� C��, N�� Y�� 11530
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  Andrew J. Turro, Esq. 
Chair, Equine & Racing Law 

516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 
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SARATOGA RESULTS PHOTOS BY DAVE HARMON
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ANNISE MONTPLAISIR
Two John Morrissey Stakes win-

ners stood in their stalls on opposite 
sides of Union Avenue at Saratoga 
Race Course Wednesday morning.

On the Oklahoma side was 2015 
winner Moonlight Song, who craned 
his dark bay neck over the stall web-
bing to accept a peppermint from 
trainer Charlton Baker. 

Staring intently and nodding for 
more, the 9-year-old gelding final-
ly lost interest and gazed out at the 
horses striding past to the training 
track. 

Close to the main track in trainer 
Phil Serpe’s barn, 6-year-old gelding 
and 2014 winner Weekend Hideaway 
stood patiently in the back of his stall, 

waiting for a groom to return with a 
brush. 

Thursday afternoon, the two will 
meet on the track to see who can 
snag a second title in the $100,000 6 
1/2-furlong New York-bred sprint for 
older horses. 

The day’s ninth race goes at about 
5:40 and drew a deep field of nine – all 
but two with more than $200,000 in 
career earnings.

Moonlight Song, who only has 17 
starts in a career that began during 
his 5-year-old year, broke sharply in 
last year’s John Morrissey and led the 
field over a sloppy track to win by 1 
1/4 lengths in 1:17.69. When minor 
issues arose after the race, Baker put 
the gelding on the shelf for a year, 
giving him time to recuperate at own-
er/breeder Albert Fried Jr’s farm in 
Rhinebeck, N.Y. 

“He had a little issue after that 
race and we pretty much gave him 
the time,” Baker said just outside of 
Moonlight Song’s stall. “And he pret-
ty much just got ready to run, two 
weeks ago I didn’t think I would make 
the race, but he just came around 
pretty good, doing good enough to 
run, so we’ll give it a shot again.”

Returning to Baker in March, 
Moonlight Song has been training ag-
gressively up to the race, firing off two 
consecutive 5-furlong bullet workouts 
at Belmont July 14 and Saratoga July 
22 in 1:00.10 and 59:30, respectively. 

“He’s pretty straightforward (to 
train). He’s aggressive, he likes to 
train. He gets out there, he’s on the 
muscle, he pounces, he comes back 
full of sweat. That’s just him every 
day, he’s sweaty. He’s always been like 
that, always on the muscle.”

Limited by hoof problems, Moon-
light Song’s career includes more stops 
and starts than the Saratoga Visitors 

Annise Montplaisir
Moonlight Song seeks a repeat in the Morrissey after winning last year.

2 for the Show
Moonlight Song, Weekend Hideaway 
look to repeat in New York-bred sprint

JOHN MORRISSEY PREVIEW

Continued On Page 19 

http://www.trfinc.org/event/golf/
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Trolley. As a yearling at Fasig-Tipton 
Saratoga way back in 2008, he failed 
to sell on a bid of $900,000 and didn’t 
make it to the races until 2012. He 
won two of seven starts as a 5-year-
old, and came back to win three of 
five (with two seconds) the next year. 
His 2014 included two wins – both 
stakes – in four starts. Last year, he 
ran once – the Morrissey score. His 
last 12 starts go back to July 30, 
2012, and he would surely appreciate 
some rain as he sports a 6-for-7 mark 
on wet tracks.

The 2016 debut will be his third 
consecutive try in the Morrissey. 

“It’s a tough thing to bring a 9-year-
old off a year layoff, but if anyone can 
do it I think he can,” Baker said. “He 
tries hard.”

The Phil Serpe-trained Weekend 
Hideaway broke his maiden at Sara-
toga in 2012 and followed that with a 
win in the David Stakes the same year. 

Unable to make the starting gate 
of the 2015 John Morrissey due to 
an issue he had at Monmouth Park, 
the Speightstown gelding will seek 
his third win of 2016 in this year’s 
edition, having won the 6-furlong 
Affirmed Success at Belmont Park 

April 29 and the 1-mile Commenta-
tor Stakes, also at Belmont, May 30. 

“We were reaching at the mile,” 
Serpe said as he discussed Week-
end Hideaway’s chances Wednesday 
morning. “I’d rather run him six, six-
and-a-half, seven-eighths of a mile. 
My opinion is when he starts getting 
any further than that, it puts a little 
strain on him. He was drifting out 
late in that race, so turning back to 
six-and-a-half I think is going to help 
him.”

Serpe believes a 4-month layoff 
over the winter gave the gelding time 
to relax and reset, allowing him to 
start his 2016 season fresh after a 
10-start campaign last year.

“He hadn’t been away from the 
barn for quite awhile, so we sent him 
to Donna Freyer’s place in South Car-
olina, Custom Care Equine – just got 
him off the track and the routine of 
the racetrack and got him out in the 
sun. He came back nice and fresh and 
he won the two races at Belmont, so 
we’re very happy.”

Described by Serpe as an energetic 
but level-headed workhorse, Week-
end Hideaway is training strongly 
and has exited his last two races in 
good form. 

“He’s a ‘now’ horse, he’s not over-
ly aggressive, but he gives it to you all 
the time,” Serpe said. “He’s got a lot 
of energy. I take him out myself every 

afternoon and graze him, and some-
times it’s easy and sometimes it’s not 
so easy. Sometimes he wants to stand 
on two legs, and sometimes four legs 
. . . We’re excited about running him 
back.”

Bred by longtime Serpe client Fly-
ing Zee Stable, Weekend Hideaway 
races for Red and Black Stable and 
seeks his 11th victory while look-
ing to build on a career bankroll of 
$751,532.

Moonlight Song and Weekend 
Hideaway will have to navigate Fin-
ger Lakes invader Crackerjack Jones, 
who trainer Christopher Progno re-
ports is “really sharp” and “on his 
toes.” 

The 6-year-old homebred, owned 
by Chester and Mary Broman, has 
two previous starts at Saratoga, a win 
and a fifth in optional claimers for 
trainer Mike Hushion in 2013. 

His two starts of 2016 include a 
second to multiple stakes winner and 
2015 Finger Lakes Horse of the Year 
Breakin The Fever in the George W. 
Barker Stakes June 6, and an allow-
ance win July 6, both at Finger Lakes. 

Although Progno thinks Cracker-
jack Jones is a better two-turn horse, 

he acknowledged the horse’s versatil-
ity. 

“He broke the track record at Fin-
ger Lakes two years ago going a mile-
and-a-quarter, so I really think he’s 
better going two turns. But he’s been 
training so darn good this year . . . 
so I kind of had to take advantage of 
this John Morrissey and see if he can 
handle some better horses. I think it 
was the right time to bring him back 
to Saratoga and see if he can handle 
stakes company up there.”

Crackerjack Jones jogged on the 
track at Finger Lakes Wednesday morn-
ing and was expected into the Saratoga 
stakes barn Wednesday evening. 

“The horse is training phenom-
enally, and I think we’re going into 
this John Morrissey better than he 
ever has (gone into a race), and also 
I think we’re coming in at the right 
time. I think we’re giving him a real 
good, fair shot at trying to perform 
well at Saratoga.”

The six other contenders in the 
Morrissey are Notacatbutallama, Os-
trolenka, Adirondack Posse, Drama 
King and John’s Island. Baker said 
Love That Jazz will likely hold out for 
a different race. 

John Morrissey –
 Continued from page 18

Tod Marks
Weekend Hideaway also tries to win a second Morrissey.

file:
http://www.lgbloodstock.com/
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Thursday, July 28.

1ST (1:00PM). $62,000, CLM $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Comet Sixty Two ............ J. Ortiz ............................. R. Barbara .................... 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Dark Rain ....................... L. Saez ............................. I. Wilkes ..................... 12-1
3  ..... MTO ......Just Got Out ................... J. Rosario ........................ R. Falcone, Jr. .............. 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Zubi Zubi Zu ................... F. Geroux ......................... M. Stidham .................. 8-5
5  ..... 5 ............Moon Medal ................... J. Leparoux ...................... M. Maker ...................... 2-1
6  ..... MTO ......Guayana ......................... .  ...................................... G. Contessa .................. 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Bargaining Table............. K. Carmouche .................. M. Miceli ...................... 3-1
8  ..... 8 ............Shakesperian Dream ...... J. Torres .......................... G. Sciacca .................. 15-1

2ND (1:33PM). $45,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Leatherhead Lurie .......... A. Arroyo ......................... G. DiPrima .................. 30-1
2  ..... 2 ............Secret Scholar ................ J. Torres .......................... R. Ubillo ..................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Not So Quiet Man ........... V. Lebron ......................... L. Benson ................... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Irish Hope ...................... S. Camacho, Jr. ............... R. Metivier .................... 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Croke Park ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Maker ...................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............House of Friends ............ J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 2-1
7  ..... 7 ............Colonel Andy .................. M. Franco ........................ G. Sciacca .................... 4-1
8  ..... 8 ............Beyond Belief ................. E. Cancel .......................... H. Bond ...................... 20-1
9  ..... 9 ............Risky Sour ..................... M. Luzzi ........................... P. Kelly ......................... 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Leroy’s Dream ................ J. Davis ............................ J. Hertler .................... 20-1

3RD (2:06PM). $73,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Royal Ekati ..................... J. Castellano .................... B. Tagg ......................... 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Born for a Storm ............ J. Alvarado ...................... C. Brown ...................... 3-1
3  ..... 3 ............Only You ........................ J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................... 7-2
4  ..... 4 ............Ranger’s Coming ............ D. Panell .......................... A. Russo .................... 30-1
5  ..... 5 ............Frontier Town ................. A. Arroyo ......................... J. Jerkens ................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Risener ........................... D. Davis ........................... R. Schosberg ............. 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............James Lane .................... J. Lezcano ....................... K. McLaughlin .............. 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Benevolence ................... E. Cancel .......................... K. McLaughlin .............. 5-2
9  ..... 9 ............Samadi Sky .................... J. Ortiz ............................. R. Barbara .................... 6-1

4TH (2:40PM). $55,000, STR $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Gone Local ..................... P. Lopez ........................... K. O’Connell ................. 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Ro Bear .......................... J. Castellano .................... C. Englehart ................ 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Shadow Rider ................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Contessa .................. 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Flash Trading .................. J. Leparoux ...................... A. Stall, Jr. .................... 4-1
5  ..... 5 ............I’mbetterthangood ......... R. Santana, Jr. ................. I. Wilkes ..................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Scout Leader .................. L. Saez ............................. J. Sharp ........................ 9-5
7  ..... 7 ............River Date ...................... J. Rosario ........................ D. Cannizzo .................. 3-1
8  ..... 8 ............Kerry Boy ....................... F. Arrieta .......................... G. Goodwin ................ 30-1

5TH (3:14PM). $73,000, MSW, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Tiz Wicked ...................... D. Davis ........................... R. Schosberg ............. 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............Giant Rocks .................... F. Geroux ......................... M. Maker ...................... 9-2
3  ..... 3 ............Desert Trial ..................... J. Velazquez ..................... J. Kimmel ..................... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Mr. Massena .................. J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Nut Nut .......................... J. Ortiz ............................. B. Brown .................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Song for the Soul ........... J. Rosario ........................ W. Ward ....................... 3-1
7  ..... 7 ............Discreet Encounter ......... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Kimmel ..................... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Le Grand Warrior ........... M. Franco ........................ T. Morley ...................... 6-1
9  ..... 9 ............Hamptons Holiday .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 5-1
10..... 10 ..........Party Paradise ................ J. Davis ............................ J. Antonucci ............... 20-1
11..... AE..........Macho Miah ................... M. Franco ........................ J. Englehart .................. 6-1
12..... AE..........Dab ................................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Terranova, II ............. 8-1
13..... AE..........D’yer Mak’er ................... J. Castellano .................... N. Zito ........................ 12-1
14..... AE..........Follow the Signs ............. L. Saez ............................. D. Schettino ................. 5-1
15..... AE..........Expediter ........................ K. Carmouche .................. M. Ferraro .................. 12-1
16..... AE..........Catch a Cab .................... J. Leparoux ...................... M. Casse ...................... 9-2

6TH (3:48PM). $55,000, STR $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 2 ............Liberal Spin .................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Contessa .................. 9-2
1a  .... 8 ............Completely Bonkers ....... M. Franco ........................ G. Contessa .................. 9-2
2  ..... 1 ............Secret Bid ...................... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Fisher ..................... 20-1
3  ..... 3 ............St. Louie ......................... J. Castellano .................... M. Maker ...................... 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Son of Oahu ................... J. Lezcano ....................... M. Casse ...................... 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Verger ............................ J. Rosario ........................ D. Cannizzo .................. 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............End Play ......................... L. Saez ............................. T. Bush ......................... 7-2
7  ..... 7 ............Elusive Neko .................. J. Leparoux ...................... M. Maker ...................... 5-1
8  ..... 9 ............Archie ............................. J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 12-1
9  ..... 10 ..........King of Spades ............... F. Geroux ......................... S. Asmussen ................ 6-1

7TH (4:24PM). $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 8 ............Story to Tell .................... C. Velasquez .................... D. Jacobson ................. 4-1
1a  .... 10 ..........Fabulous Kid .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Jacobson ................. 4-1
2  ..... 1 ............Its All Relevant ............... J. Ortiz ............................. D. Schettino ................. 5-1
3  ..... 2 ............Nubin Ridge ................... M. Franco ........................ C. Englehart .................. 8-1
4  ..... 3 ............Dom the Bomb ............... E. Baird ............................ L. Rivelli ..................... 12-1
5  ..... 4 ............Proven Commodity ........ J. Velazquez ..................... T. Albertrani .................. 9-5
6  ..... 5 ............Mewannarose ................. J. Castellano .................... C. Englehart ................ 12-1
7  ..... 6 ............Spartiatis ........................ J. Alvarado ...................... L. Blusiewicz .............. 20-1
8  ..... 7 ............Cerro (IRE) ..................... K. Carmouche .................. J. Navarro .................... 5-1
9  ..... 9 ............Ackeret ........................... L. Saez ............................. J. Navarro .................. 20-1

8TH (5:02PM). $85,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 3/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Guilty Twelve .................. J. Ortiz ............................. H. Motion ..................... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Stella Street (IRE) .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 9-2
3  ..... 3 ............Morethanawarning ......... J. Alvarado ...................... P. Quick ...................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Havana Moon ................. J. Rosario ........................ B. Lynch ....................... 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Ready for Chianti ........... L. Saez ............................. D. Stewart .................. 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Swear by It ..................... K. Carmouche .................. N. Esler ........................ 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Summersault ................. J. Castellano .................... M. Hennig .................. 30-1
8  ..... 8 ............Give Us A Reason (GB) .. M. Sanchez ...................... L. Young ..................... 30-1
9  ..... 9 ............Bel Citron ....................... M. Franco ........................ C. McGaughey III ......... 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Walking the Kitten .......... J. Leparoux ...................... M. Maker ...................... 8-1
11..... 11 ..........Texting ........................... J. Velazquez ..................... C. Brown ...................... 7-2

9TH (5:40PM). $100,000, STK - THE JOHN MORRISSEY, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Notacatbutallama ........... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................. 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Moonlight Song ............. J. Ortiz ............................. C. Baker ........................ 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Ostrolenka ...................... J. Castellano .................... T. Pletcher .................... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Adirondack Posse .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Contessa ................ 30-1
5  ..... 5 ............Weekend Hideaway ........ L. Saez ............................. P. Serpe ........................ 2-1
6  ..... 6 ............Crackerjack Jones .......... O. Gomez ......................... C. Progno ..................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Love That Jazz ............... M. Franco ........................ C. Baker ...................... 10-1
8  ..... 8 ............Drama King .................... J. Alvarado ...................... R. Rodriguez ................ 6-1
9  ..... 9 ............John’s Island .................. A. Arroyo ......................... J. Jerkens ................... 12-1

10TH (6:17PM). $32,000, CLM $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 3 ............Papa’s Missile ................ K. Carmouche .................. G. Sciacca .................... 9-2
1a  .... 7 ............Redneck Gold ................. J. Torres .......................... G. Sciacca .................... 9-2
2  ..... 1 ............Regifting ........................ J. Davis ............................ L. Fisher ..................... 30-1
3  ..... 2 ............Vision of Mine ................ M. Franco ........................ C. Englehart .................. 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Phocea ........................... E. Cancel .......................... J. Mazza ..................... 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Youreadaisyifyado .......... S. Camacho, Jr. ............... R. Metivier .................. 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Ragazza Piu’ Bella .......... P. Lopez ........................... B. Brown ...................... 4-1
7  ..... 8 ............Sugar Pi Squared ........... H. Hernandez ................... M. LeCesse ................ 12-1
8  ..... 9 ............Bold Print ....................... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Kimmel ..................... 6-1
9  ..... 10 ..........Spun Copper .................. T. McCarthy ..................... M. Trombetta ................ 8-1
10..... 11 ..........Reckless Humor ............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 7-2
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And the WINNER is ... YOU!
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Mark Watts won the Carolina Cup in April. 
Right about the time, Mohaymen was aiming at the 
Kentucky Derby in May. 

I called Watts for a story, a slam dunk for our 
website thisishorseracing.com, a mix of steeple-
chasing and flat racing (notice, I did not write stee-
plechasing and Thoroughbred racing). 

The 38-year-old Irishman had steered Balance 
The Budget to win one of the sport’s most sto-
ried races in Camden, S.C. and broke Mohaymen 
at Shadwell’s base across the street from the race 
course the year before. 

I called Watts, taped the 20-minute conversation 
sitting in a church parking lot in Upperville, Va., 
while my son Miles had a piano lesson. 

Watts was genuinely excited I had called about 
his biggest win since coming to America in 2008. 
We talked about growing up in Ireland, how a bad 
fall had affected him, about riding, about life.

It was gold. And then it was gone. 
Somewhere in the mix of interviewing Watts and 

picking up Miles, I lost the interview. 
Now, mind you, it wasn’t losing Jerkens after 

winning the Prioress, but it was a good interview, 
fresh and raw, a guy getting his life back together, 
an overachieving jumper and a burgeoning super-
star flat horse. 

I searched for the conversation in my recorder, 
but, poof, it was gone. I thought about the con-
versation and could remember bits and pieces, but 
could only recall one of Watts’ answers verbatim. I 
asked Watts if Balance The Budget and Mohaymen 
were similar.

“Absolutely not,” Watts had said. 
That was about it. 
I saw Watts a few weeks later and apologized for 

the miscue. He took it well. I told him I’d make it 
up to him. 

Here goes.

Wednesday, Watts put Kensington Court on the 
lead in the first, opened 16 lengths (more between 
calls), jumped fluidly, the arrows from his six rivals 
falling in the moat as he scampered to an easy win. 

It was confident, definitive, a John Velazquez 
(OK, slightly less stylish) live-or-die-by-this-deci-
sion ride. 

Watts knew the enormity of the moment, punch-
ing the air at the finish.

“First winner up here. I feel like I could kiss the 
ground, winning here is everything, like winning at 
Punchestown or Cheltenham at home, this is the 
Mecca of racing,” Watts said, as he walked back 
to the jocks’ room. “Just riding up here, it’s hard 
to get a ride up here, I think I had my first ride 
up here two years ago and I’ve been in this coun-
try going on nine years. Usually you come up here 
thinking you might hit the board, but coming up 
here this week, I thought, just maybe, maybe this 
is my year.”

Watts didn’t stick around. He had work to do. 
His boss, Kevin Kahkola, had him down for two 
sets in the morning and he was due to school A.P. 
Smithwick hopeful Balance The Budget in Camden. 
That’s fine with Watts.

“Shadwell, you can’t ask for a better job. Great 
staff, great horses, great boss. They work around 
me going racing, they understand,” Watts said. “I 
like it, I never thought I would enjoy breaking ba-
bies, but I’m going on seven years there, you learn a 
lot, it’s good for keeping your mind calm.”

And you never know when you might get on a 
horse like Mohaymen. 

Watts met the son of Tapit in the fall of 2014. 
The $2.2 million yearling purchase came with a 
reputation, or at least hype, simply from his price. 
From the beginning, Mohaymen was easy. 

“You taught him to do something once and he 
picked it up. The first time I breezed him, a little 

two-minute lick, 
I looked at the 
boss and just 
started nodding 
and smiling, you 
knew what you 
had,” Watts said. 
“The first time 
we did a normal 
gallop on the 
main track, I look 
beside me and 
there’s a bunch 
of babies strug-
gling and he’s just 
throwing his feet 
out. The next day 
when he’s doing 

it again, you’re like this is why he is who he is and 
why he cost what he cost.”

Since coming to America, Watts has bounced 
around, working for Graham Motion, Bill Mott, 
Jimmy Toner, Tom Albertrani and ridden jump race 
for the littlest of little guys. Watts galloped Diana 
winner Winter Memories for Toner, Breeders’ Cup 
Ladies’ Classic winner Unrivaled Belle for Mott. 

“They were both very flamboyant,” Watts said. 
“A click would make them spook and put you on 
your tail.”

Times learned while breezing flat horses helped 
Watts Wednesday afternoon. 

“Learning times, it really helps you in a jump 
race, I knew I was going in 13 and change early, 
then slowed it down to 14 and change and then it 
slowed it down some more,” Watts said. “It’s in 
your head. You know if you’re going too fast or 
too slow, I knew I wasn’t going too fast, to me, I 
was cantering.”

And winning. 

cupofcoffee A Big Lead
BY SEAN CLANCY
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