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ROWAYTON EYES CURLIN

DONK STABLE TOURWinston C jumps to Grade 1 for Sheppard
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BY THE NUMBERS
34: Horses waiting at the backstretch gap at the end of the break Thursday morning.

1: Roll of run-down tape delivered to The Special office by a trainer, via Amazon Prime. 

398: Career steeplechase wins for Hall of Famer Paddy Smithwick, namesake of Thursday’s 
Grade 1 jump race. 

1: Jockey in a Kendrick Carmouche T-shirt enjoying “a cuppa tea” outside the room before the 
races Thursday (not Carmouche).

1: Sock monkey jockey (in Sigmund Sommer’s silks) at Saratoga Race Course Thursday. He 
even posed for a photo with announcer Larry Collmus.

62: Dollars earned by Bruce Levine in his first job walking hots 

THE BEST TRADITION IN RACING
OK, maybe not the best, but it’s pretty cool. The jump jockeys all meet in the Jim Dandy Bar after 
the race (after showering and changing their clothes), and the winner buys a round (or two). 
Tom Garner did the honors Wednesday and Thursday.

NAMES OF THE DAY
Kobe, second race. The 2-year-old colt, who races for Darlene Bilinski and Harry Patten, is by 
Japan. 

Hushion, eighth race. We miss Mike.

New York’s Finest, eighth race. The 5-year-old is a repeat from last year (or maybe earlier), but 
he’s by City Zip out of Is It Safe. Tic Stable’s homebred seeks his seventh win.

LICENSE PLATES OF THE DAY
GETY UP, Texas. NYRA 01, New York.
FUNYCDE1, New York. 
 

WORTH REPEATING
“He would have loved it. He loved the press, ate it, drank it, slept it. I was fortunate to see it and 
be there for the last two Belmonts.”

Trainer David Donk when asked what his mentor and the late Hall of Famer 
Woody Stephens would think of the Fasig-Tipton Stable Tour

here&there...at Saratoga

Darley
REMEMBER THE FUTURE
See his Saratoga yearlings. His F-T July average was the best by a freshman in a decade!

Look at Frosted today! He is ab-so-lute-ly
BLOWINGhis competition aw-a-y!

That win... that racecall!
Go to our website and 
relive the brilliance

Connie Bush
Thursday Morning Fights. Two backstretch cats argue over who gets the 
extension cord, apparently.

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/frosted?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Frosted&utm_campaign=Stallions
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WORTH REPEATING
“That’s a logical step, but we have another one to go there. If we have to run two, we run two.”

Trainer Bill Mott about running Golden Award and Elate in the Personal Ensign
 
“We might want to talk about that.”

Bobby Spalding, manager of Summer Wind Farm, owner of Golden Award

“Did you buy anything with any taste?”
The Special’s Tom Law while perusing Sean Clancy’s shopping bag from Four Seasons 

“You know, to support the team.”
Owner George Sensor, heading to the window before Thursday’s jump race

“I’m just glad they’re going home, they won’t order as much.”
Winning jump jockey Tom Garner, buying a round for his 

compatriots in the Jim Dandy Bar Thursday

Owner Ed Swyer, explaining how Winston C won Thursday’s Smithwick: “I think in England 
they kind of jockey for position and then they sprint the last half-mile or so and he’s kind of used 
to that style so I thought that he would be comfortable.”
Trainer Jonathan Sheppard: “You’re on the ball, Ed. That sounds right.”

“No, no, no. He doesn’t like chestnut.”
Mott, as he was saddling Wednesday’s sixth race 

 starter Hemlock and a lead pony approached

“Since 1863, they’ve been walking counter-clockwise and you want to change it.”
Valet Rodney Paine to Bernie Dalton, while walking  

Help From Heaven around a tree in the paddock Wednesday

here&there...at Saratoga

 By SPEIGHTSTOWN  
Look for  

1st Yearlings  
This Year

1st Godolphin Mile-G2  •  2nd Forego S.-G1

Defeated  
Eclipse Champions  
GUN RUNNER 
RUNHAPPY  
& ACCELERATE

World Class Miler

1ST Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile-G1,  
      Godolphin Mile-G2, etc. 

2ND Forego S.-G1

 

 Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager  (859) 224-4585    www.shadwellfarm.com

Look for  
1st Yearlings  

This Year

Connie Bush
Tools of the Trade. Ace Saratoga racing office employee Ralph Theroux handles 
a cup of coffee, a condition book and a notebook.

https://shadwellfarm.com/
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365 BROADWAY, SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY | WWW.THEADELPHIHOTEL.COM | (518) 678 - 6000

S A R ATO G A  S P R I N G S , N Y

INNOVATIVE DINING IN OUR THREE EXCEPTIONAL RESTAURANTS
THE IDEAL DESTINATION FOR TRACK SEASON

BY DAVID BURKE

THE

https://www.theadelphihotel.com/
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WORTH REPEATING
“I picked his brain as much as I could. We talked every day. I got a lot from him.”

Chatlos, recalling conversations with Bobby Frankel

“You just waiting for a story to come find you?”
Trainer George Weaver to The Special’s Sean Clancy  

while leaning on a tree near the Oklahoma starting gate

“I had my first steak.”
Jump jockey Bernie Dalton, after having wires removed from a broken jaw earlier this week

“I’m shaking. It was serendipitous.”
Owner Sharon Sheppard after winning the Jonathan Kiser Stakes Wednesday

“Looking good.” 
Robbie Davis to his son Dylan as Robbie jogged one and Dylan pulled up from a breeze

“Thanks, Dad. Thanks.”
Dylan Davis 

“He’s kind of like a general manager of a baseball team, he asks a lot of people for their opinions 
and then weighs what they think, what he thinks, if somebody feels really, really strongly, those 
opinions will carry weight if he has faith in you.”

Doug Cauthen about Three Chimneys Farm’s chairman Goncalo Borges Torrealba 

“In Brazil, he was a huge breeder, like over 100 horses so to have a homebred filly is special, not 
only to everybody who touched her but to him.”

Cauthen about CCA Oaks winner Guarana and Torrealba 

“You know me. I don’t change much. We’ve let her find her way to prepare for the race, let’s put 
it that way. We’ve given her every chance to develop and she’s passed every test.”

Chad Brown when asked if he had done anything different  
to prepare Guarana for her first start around two turns 

 
“This is great. This is great.” 
     Jump jockey Sam Twiston-Davies on his first trip to Saratoga 

“This was not in the script.”
Trainer Jack Fisher when it started raining Thursday afternoon 

“Can we have class outside today?”
Tom Law, when the skies turned sunny just before 6 p.m. Thursday

“This is my Cheltenham. I guess I wasn’t good enough to make it over there and ride Chelten-
ham Festival winners. This means everything to me, this is what I work for, this is why I get out 
of bed, this is the result, there’s only a few more years left so every win here is absolute gold.”

Jump jockey Willie McCarthy after guiding Cite to win an allowance hurdle Sunday 

here&there...at Saratoga

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“I’m surprised she hasn’t called me by now because she’s my number 
one fan. Oh look, there it is – two missed calls.”

Trainer Jonathan Sheppard, about daughter Diana, 
after winning the Thursday’s A.P. Smithwick Memorial

Country Life Farm 
Racing Partnerships

Debuting today at Laurel Park: 2-Year-Old BELLA AURORA. $87,000  
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic yearling in 2018. By Carpe Diem out of Street Interest, 

by Street Cry. Trained by Mike Trombetta, Virginia-bred filly pointing 
 for the state-bred $100,000 Jamestown Stakes at Colonial Downs Sept. 7. 

Call for information on Country Life racing partnerships.
UPDATE: Friesing Waters wins at Laurel Park Thursday.
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Josh Pons 443-807-0644   v  Mike Pons 410-459-8517 
Christy Holden 410-808-1325  v  Bel Air, MD 21014  

410-879-1952  v  info@countrylifefarm.com  v  countrylifefarm.com 

Saratoga Moments . . .

Headley Bell: 859-221-5108 • Price Bell: 859-321-5117

“Obviously Blame. Everybody says, ‘Oh the Breeders’ Cup, 
that was awesome,’ but it’s awfully hard to top that Whit-
ney Day (in 2010). It was a Saratoga day, 71 degrees, light 
air, beautiful and everything went so well (an upset of the 
odds-on Quality Road by a head). We all go to Siro’s that 
night, big table of 12 people and you know that bill’s coming. 
I’m doing the whole deal and then the guy comes and says, 
‘Mr. Moreno picked up your tab.’ Mike Moreno and Eric Guil-
lot had won the Test that day and they were sitting over in 
the corner. He paid for our dinner. I got up, walked over, we 
hugged, said congratulations and that was it. I remember 
thinking, ‘Man, I’m really having a good day.’ ”

– Trainer Al Stall

http://www.countrylifefarm.com/
http://www.millridge.com/
https://www.brookledge.com/
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The Chief . . . Day 9
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– Trainer Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

“Naturally, to start with, I learned from my father, reading those books, 
being around, watching Hirsch Jacobs, Fitzsimmons . . . The one thing that 
surprised me, I had a good idea when the horse was doing good and would 
run good, I had a pretty good handle of that, I don’t know where I got that. 
My father got mad at me for not running a horse, he said, ‘Why haven’t you 
run that horse?’ I said to him, ‘I’m trying to get him to look good.’ He said, 
‘Stop looking at him and start running him.’ He was as 
good a guy as you could ever meet, he’d say, ‘That, 
Allen, he think he know everything.’ ”

www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Proud to support 
Thoroughbred aftercare

Photo of 
the Day

Pinhooking  
Partnerships

2-year-olds   
in training sales

Yearling to  
2-year-old prep

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com

Presented by

hall of famer

Susie Raisher

http://www.bonaventurestables.com/
http://kirkwoodstables.com/
https://nytha.com/
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David Donk takes a straightforward 
approach to his business, keeps his barn 
full of useful horses and sends a clear 
message to his owners.

“The biggest thing is I’m here year-
round so I don’t want to lose the big pic-
ture,” Donk said. “There’s Belmont and 
Aqueduct. I’m here 12 months a year. I 
tell my clients, they talk about trying to 
win in Saratoga. Be thankful if you get 
to run in Saratoga. Because, like I said 
Wednesday, a lot of really good owners, 
trainers and jocks have been humbled at 
this place.”

Donk said the latter after winning his 
first race of the meet with Sky Kitten. 
He won eight races last year out of his 
usual barn at about the midpoint of the 
far turn near the three-eighths pole. He’s 
back for another Saratoga meet with a 
mix of young horses and veterans from 
a total string of 45 split between upstate 
and Belmont for the summer. 

Donk sat down with The Special’s 
Tom Law Thursday morning, talked about his 
former boss and mentor Woody Stephens, Ramon 
Dominguez, the state of the game, racing’s willing-
ness and resistance to change, suggested a potential 
story on safety issues and the Saratoga string. 

Sky Kitten: The barn’s first winner came for longtime cli-
ents Charles Marquis and John Behrendt Wednesday. Home-
bred New York-bred 2-year-old Sky Mesa filly won off-the-turf 
maiden going 7 furlongs. “Little bit of a surprise. As Manny 
(Franco) said when he jumped off, she’s definitely grass. But 
I think she goes both ways, some of the family has. I knew 
she was useful and was looking forward to running her on the 
grass to get a line on her. But at least I know if it comes off I 
can run.” 

Veterans Beach: A debut winner for Donk and the Gener-
azios last summer at Saratoga in 5 1/2-furlong state-bred turf 
maiden. He’s finished second twice and third once in five starts 
since. “He’s a sprinter. Didn’t run well in the Stallion Series at 
Belmont. I was a little disappointed but his condition comes 
back again next week.” 

Courageous Girl: Brady Horse Racing’s and Rusba V Sta-
bles’ homebred 2-year-old Bourbon Courage filly didn’t get the 
chance to run in Thursday’s seventh, a 6-furlong maiden on 
the main track, thanks to the cancelation after the fourth. “In-

teresting sire. He stands in Maryland. I have another one by 
him named Double Shot, who won’t run at the meet. He’s had 
a couple winners, had a horse who won in California and one 
that was third in the Sanford (Racing Whiskey). Some of them 
can run a little bit. She’s a high energy filly.” 

Beyond Brown: Patricia Generazio’s homebred 2-year-old 
Big Brown filly finished fourth in debut June 22 at Belmont. 
“She just needs to settle more, too anxious in the post parade, 
too anxious in the race. She’s for the Generazios, obviously 
they’re a credit to the industry, New York-bred program, New 
Jersey-bred, Florida-bred. I’m honored to have horses for 
them. It’s only been since last year and the reason I have hors-
es with them is Christophe Clement advised them to send me 
horses. That’s the first time another trainer has ever done that 
for me.”

English Breeze: Two-year-old filly by English Channel out 
of stakes-placed North Light mare Dreaming Of Cara. She’s 
breezed eight times downstate, including a half-mile from the 
gate July 7. “She hopefully runs later in the meet. She’s still at 
Belmont. She’s OK, had some decent works. I have a few New 
York-bred fillies that are pretty useful fortunately. I’m getting a 
line on them running Sky Kitten (Wednesday). They all fall in 
that same category.”

Jc’s Shooting Star: One of the veterans of the barn, Shoot-
ing Star Stable’s 7-year-old mare sports 6-for-45 record with 
nine seconds and 10 thirds for a bankroll of $624,551. Sev-

enth in the Caress Stakes sprinting on the grass 
Sunday. “She’s run every distance, every surface 
that’s known to man. Tough spot the other day. 
She’ll come back in the Union Avenue, probably 
doesn’t beat Linda Rice’s good filly Holiday Dis-
guise but was second to her back at Belmont. 
She’s by a sire you couldn’t have given away, Mir-
acle Man. You have to go back and look at the 
numbers of ones that I’ve had. No Tapits, no War 
Fronts. The only time I look at those is when I see 
a catalog page.”

Kreesie: Gerald and Susan Kresa’s stakes-win-
ning 4-year-old Cosmonaut filly also missed a 
chance to run Thursday. She was entered in the 
the eighth, an open-company allowance going 1 
1/16 miles on the turf. Winner of the Statue of 
Liberty division of the New York Stallion Series 
Stakes at last year’s meet and three of 13 over-
all for $215,368 in earnings. “Pretty useful New 
York-bred. It was a competitive a-other-than, she 
was third in the Mount Vernon back at Belmont 
and hopefully she’ll go to the Yaddo.” 

Vici: Big Hands Stables’ graded-stakes placed 7-year-old 
War Front gelding finished second in three starts in optional 
claimers on the grass in April, May and June at Belmont. “I’m 
looking for a race for him, when we get to the last book here. 
Pretty solid horse, runs on either surface.” 

Spectrolite: Donk owns 7-year-old Any Given Saturday 
gelding, a six-time winner in 13 starts. He’s entered in Sat-
urday’s third, a 5 ½-furlong turf event for $25,000 claimers. 
“Old warrior. He’s in a good spot Saturday but he’s had surgery 
three times, been stopped on and laid off five times. Pretty 
amazing horse, big speed. Puts it on the line all the time. Lim-
ited starts in his career.”

Sterling Beauty: A $7,500 purchase by Cathy Cimino’s 
Equine Info Exchange, 3-year-old Central Banker filly finished 
fifth in Cupecoy’s Joy division of New York Stallion Series 
Stakes. “She’s run in the (Statue of Liberty) Stallion Series next 
week. She’s still a maiden. The first two finishers of the last 
division will be the two favorites. Trying to be third, get black 
type. It’s going to be a short field and then hopefully come 
back.” 

Ancient Brown: New York-bred 2-year-old filly by Big 
Brown breezed 3 furlongs at Belmont July 22, her third work 
since arriving from Keeneland in May. “She came to me out 
of Kentucky, well prepared by Kellyn Gorder. Had some shins 

Every day at Saratoga, The Special  
presents an exclusive Stable Tour 

with a Saratoga trainer.

See thisishorseracing.com for more.

with  
David Donk

Tod Marks
Based in New York year-round, David Donk looks to repeat last year’s strong meet.

http://www.fasigtipton.com/
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H e l p i n g  o u r  c l i e n t s ,  
a n d  t h e i r  h o r s e s ,  s u c c e e d  a t  t h e  

h i g h e s t  l e v e l s  i n  r a c i n g .

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses  

include 63 individual Grade 1 winners.

Just some of the races they’ve won.

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

A . G .  VA N D E R B I LT 

A LC I B I A D E S

A R L I N G TO N  M I L L I O N  

AW E S O M E  AG A I N 

B E L M O N T  D E R BY

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  C L A S S I C

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  T U R F  ( 2 )

BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY & MARE TURF 

D E L AWA R E  H A N D I C A P 

D O N N  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

D U B A I  W O R L D  C U P

F LO R I DA  D E R BY

F R A N K  K I L R O E  M I L E 

F R I Z E T T E

G A R D E N  C I T Y

G R A N D  N AT I O N A L  H U R D L E

H A S K E L L  I N V I TAT I O N A L

H O L LY W O O D  T U R F  C U P

I R O Q U O I S  H U R D L E  ( 2 )

J O E  H I R S C H  T U R F  C L A S S I C  ( 2 )

K E N T U C K Y  D E R BY  ( 2 )

K I N G ’ S  B I S H O P

LO N E S O M E  G LO R Y  H U R D L E

M A K E R ’ S  4 6  M I L E  ( 3 )

M A N H AT TA N  ( 2 )

M A N  O ’  WA R  ( 4 )

M AT R I A R C H  ( 2 )

M E T R O P O L I TA N  M I L E

N E A R C T I C  S TA K E S

P R I O R E S S

Q U E E N  E L I Z A B E T H  I I

S H A D W E L L  T U R F  M I L E

S P I N AWAY  ( 2 )

S P I N S T E R

S W O R D  DA N C E R  ( 4 )

T E S T

U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  ( 2 )

VA N I T Y  H A N D I C A P

W H I T N E Y  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

W O O D  M E M O R I A L

after a gate work but she’s back on the work tab. 
Ideally I could run her late in the meet. She falls 
into that category of my useful New York-bred 
fillies.”

Hoboe: Siegel Sez Stable’s 5-year-old geld-
ing by Macho Uno sports 4-for-16 record and 
$221,713. Finished fifth in turf allowance July 
21. “A little disappointing the other day, maybe 
because it was a flat mile. He’s been a solid New 
York-bred. That was an open allowance the other 
day. He probably will appreciate running a mile 
and an eighth up here and with a little more cut 
in the ground. Soft ground.”

Mills: A veteran of the New York circuit, 9-year-
old gelding was entered main track only but 
didn’t draw into 11-furlong optional July 18. 
He’s won six of 58 starts with 12 seconds and 12 
thirds and $498,339. “He’s a horse I had, then he 
had a couple trainers and was sent back to me 
earlier this summer. I’m looking to run him in the 
right spot and I want to run him two turns. My 
success with him was to run him long so I need 
to run him a mile and an eighth here. There is a 
race next week, just need it to fill.”

Matty’s Magnum: Edward and Mary Jo 
Lessell’s 4-year-old by Even The Score won 
here last summer. The winner of four of 17 and 
$281,790, she ran in four straight stakes this 
spring and summer. “I won a race with her here 
last year off the turf then did it twice more in New 
York off the turf. I have limited opportunities. 
She’s not a graded stakes horse, so ideally I’ll 
MTO her in a few spots, maybe find some spots. 
She’s overperformed for her pedigree. Hopefully 
just get a little lucky, MTO some of the horses I 
have and it works out.”

Simply Miss Red: Suzanne Haslup bought 
3-year-old daughter of Langfuhr for $23,000 at 
the 2017 Fasig-Tipton Kentucky October sale. 
She finished sixth in a maiden special June 27 at 
Belmont and second in $40,000 maiden claimer 
here July 11. “She’s owned by a longtime friend 
of mine who spends the summer here and lives 
in Aiken in the wintertime. Second in three-horse 
field off the grass, opening week. I’ll get her back 
over the grass and see what she’s made of at the 
right level.”

The Honest Toun: A $30,000 buy at the 2017 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-bred yearling 
sale, Honorable Dillon colt finished eighth in 
maiden race July 24 after a third in similar spot 
in June 22 debut. “He’s owned by a Scotsman, 
Alistair Fyfe, a great guy. He was one of the fa-
vorites in (the July 24 race) and disappointed. 
Irad got off of him and thought he had a bad trip, 
stumbled, got off poorly, too far behind early, 
checked and wanted to ride him back. Watching 
the race I thought, ‘boy, we’re really in trouble 
here.’ But Irad was really encouraged by him. 
Hopefully we get to run him again later on.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

http://fairhilletc.com/
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THE THIRD-CROP 
SIRE THAT MOVES UP 
HIS MARES. 

T H E  B R E E D E R S ’  FA R M
859.294.0030

JIMMY CREED
Distorted Humor’s Best Son at Stud.

So
ur

ce
: B

lo
od

ho
rs

e.
co

m
, 7

/2
3

  AEI       CI   
JIMMY CREED  1.41  1.17  +.24
VIOLENCE    1.39  1.41    -.02
ANIMAL KINGDOM  1.22   2.04   -.82

BY JOE CLANCY
Lewis Swyer used to go racing at Saratoga with 

Lillian Phipps, who ruled American steeplechasing 
the way her husband Ogden’s cultivated success on 
the flat. Her silks of “old rose, gold braids” graced 
six champions, two Hall of Famers and were reg-
ular visitors to the Saratoga Race Course winner’s 
circle – when it was just a circle.

But back in 1977, Swyer had a conflict. Maybe 
there was a board meeting at the Saratoga Perform-
ing Arts Center, where he was chairman, or some 
big construction deal to navigate (in addition to 
SPAC, his company built churches, schools, syna- Tod Marks

Winston C jumps behind a crowd early in Thursday’s opener, the A.P. Smithwick Memorial.

Old School
Winston C delivers 
in Grade 1 stakes 
for Swyer, Sheppard

A.P. SMITHWICK RECAP

Continued On Page 12 

http://www.spendthriftfarm.com/
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Maryland Sire Showcase
OVER $1 MILLION IN PURSES 

• A FULL CARD OF RACING FOR MARYLAND MILLION-SIRED HORSES •

Pre-Entry Deadline October 9

Check eligibility at MarylandMillion.com

Pre-Entry Deadline October 9
1-800-638-1859 Racing Office & entries direct line

Check eligibility at MarylandMillion.com
Or call 410-252-2100 • Pre-Entry Books available soon 

Got a  

Maryland-sired  

horse in your stable?

https://marylandmillion.com/
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RACING RETURNS
AUGUST 8 - SEPTEMBER 7  |  THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS AT 5PM 

$500,000 in Daily Purses  $1.8 MILLION in Stakes Purses
$250,000 G-3 Virginia Derby on Saturday, August 31

Owner/Trainer Participation Incentives

gogues, office buildings and more). Swyer called 
his son Ed with a request.

“Would you go with Mrs. Phipps to the rac-
es?” 

Then in his 20s, Ed agreed and off he went 
to Saratoga Race Course with jump racing’s 
leading owner. Phipps horse Happy Intellectual, 
a son of Wolfram and a Citation mare, was as 
classic as they get. His flat career included starts 
in the Illinois Derby, Omaha Gold Cup, Chica-
go Today-American Handicap (he won that). 
Over jumps, he found more success with major 
wins all over the circuit. At Saratoga in 1977, 
he was in the New York Turf Writers Cup. He’d 
won the year before at age 10, the oldest to win 
the historic race. His jockey, Joe Aitcheson, was 
fresh out of the hospital and barely able to walk. 
Old horse and old jockey teamed up to win in 
a moment steeplechase fans compare to Hank 
Aaron’s 715th home run. Ed Swyer remembers 
the aftermath, the reporters (Phipps called one 
“my dear boy” in the interview), the spectacle.

“I thought it was one of the most beautiful 
things I’d ever seen,” he said. “My father had 
no interest in being an owner. He was more 
of an intellectual guy, chairman of SPAC and 
that’s how he became friends with Mrs. Phipps. I 
just went along for the ride.”

And what a ride.
Swyer followed his 

father into business in 
Albany, and – eventual-
ly – Phipps into racing. 
His Hudson River Farm 
briefly owned future 
Grade 1 winner Black 
Tie Affair and has had 
steeplechasers with Jon-
athan Sheppard since 
1992. Thursday, Swyer 
won his first race at his 
hometown track since 

2011 as Winston C stormed off the turn to land 
the $150,000 A.P. Smithwick Memorial. The day’s 
opener was supposed to be co-featured along with 
the John Morrissey Stakes (ninth race), but heavy 
rain forced the card’s cancellation after the fourth. 

Winston C outran Vosne Romanee in the stretch 
to win by 3 1/2 lengths. Hinterland rallied for third 
in the 2 1/16-mile Grade 1. Run in 3:45.99, the race 
lured a competitive field of 12 and lived up to it as 
space and traffic told the tale. 

Sempre Medici bowled along and carried a pha-
lanx with him as five horses jumped the first fence 
in the same stride. All The Way Jose set up in sec-
ond, with Gibralfaro outside him and Hinterland 
on the rail. Then came the crowd – Modem, 2018 
race winner Show Court, Belisarius out wide, Pep-

pay Le Pugh, Vosne Romanee, No Wunder and 
Bedrock. Winston C was last over the second 
fence, the only plus being an inside run around 
the turn, and last over the third. Still way back 
over the fifth, Garner pulled his horse out from 
an inside spot and started over.

“For the first mile I was worried, he didn’t 
jump and he didn’t travel,” said winning jock-
ey Tom Garner, who swept both jump races this 
week. “When we passed the wire with a turn to 
go, I took a pull and just had to go to Plan B. I 
didn’t want to be there at all, I had to get him 
in a rhythm and I had to get him back jumping 
because it was going to pot. I wasn’t enjoying it, 
he wasn’t having any of it.”

Garner, aboard Winston C for the second 
time, tried to at least salvage something for an-
other day.

“I wasn’t worried about winning, I just want-
ed the horse to come back to me,” he said. “I 
wanted him to get back enjoying it, I wanted 
him to get in a rhythm because we weren’t going 
to win Grade 1 races by missing fences the way 
he was.”

Tenth with a lap to go, Winston C took off 
from a long spot over the third-last and came off 
the inside. He jumped the second-last five wide, 
and well, and moved up a couple of spots. Six 
wide over the last, he advanced with Vosne Ro-
manee and looked, for the first time all race, to 
have a chance. 
Ahead, Sempre Medici braced for the chal-

lengers. There were plenty. Bedrock arrived first, 
but leveled off as Vosne Romanee and Winston 
C roared to life. Four wide, the winner took over 
coming off the turn, answered Vosne Romanee’s 
brief response and drew off. The Irish-bred son of 
Rip Van Winkle collected his fourth win in seven 
hurdle tries and collected $90,000 to nearly double 
his lifetime earnings.

“I got a nice jump over the last two and to be 
fair, he really picked up,” said the jockey. “I gave 
him a slap going into the bend. I did not want to be 
so wide. I was four or five wide. I’d have gotten in 
or stayed in if a gap was coming, but there wasn’t 

Smithwick –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Tom Garner celebrates the Grade 1 win abord Winston C.

Continued On Page 13 
Tod Marks

Ed Swyer.

https://www.colonialdowns.com/
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and watching the replay it would nev-
er have come.”

A $132,000 weanling purchase 
and $88,000 yearling buy at Tatter-
salls, Winston C won his debut going 
7 furlongs at Yarmouth as a 2-year-
old in 2016 and won again on the 
all-weather the next year. In February 
2018, he sold for $45,000 as a jump 
prospect and made his hurdle debut 
for trainer Harry Fry in December. 
The bay gelding opened 2019 with 
three consecutive wins, and was fifth 
over hurdles at Aintree in April before 
selling to Swyer and Sheppard via 
Garner and fellow jockey Noel Fehily. 

“We kind of liked him right from 
the start,” said Sheppard. “He’s got 
a little more flat-race look and body 
shape to him which you kind of need. 
Everybody knows you don’t want 
those big, old-fashioned horses any-
more.”

Small and light-framed, Winston C 
wouldn’t look out of place – physically 
– in the Sword Dancer. And ran like it.

“We went a good gallop, a real 

good gallop,” said Garner. “There’s 
more to come there. I put my stick 
down because he was idling. I grabbed 
hold of him again and he battled to 
the line. He’s a real special horse.”

Swyer’s last stakes win at Sarato-
ga came 19 years ago, when Ninepins 
won the Turf Writers. The victory 
ended a shorter drought for Shep-

pard, whose streak of at least one win 
at Saratoga Race Course ended at 47 
years in 2016. Blanked in 2017 and 
last year, Sheppard loved the opportu-
nity to get back on the winning side.

“I’m not belaboring the point, but 
you could probably say I’m in the twi-
light of my career now,” the Hall of 
Famer said. “It’s probably not going 

to get any better at this point, so it’s 
nice to get on the board. This is what 
we get up in the morning for. A win is 
a win, it’s nice to win anywhere, but 
a race like this – a stakes race in Sara-
toga for a guy like Ed who has been 
very loyal – it’s pretty special.”

Lewis Swyer and Lillian Phipps 
would have loved it.

Smithwick –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Winston C pulls away from the crowd late in Thursday’s Smithwick.

https://privatejetprofessionals.com/
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So much for a Saratoga day with 
no precipitation in the forecast. The 
rain came, tweets flew, the rain kept 
coming and Saratoga Race Course’s 
Thursday card ended after four races.

The first drops fell while horses 
were about to leave the paddock for 
the fourth. As horses warmed up on 
the track, the intensity strengthened. 
Despite the downpour, runners for 
the 1 3/8-mile maiden were still vis-
ible on Saratoga’s simulcast signal as 
they left the gate. 

Tide Of The Sea broke on top 
and set a controlled pace under Joel 
Rosario as the field traveled by the 
grandstand the first time. Ninety sec-
onds and nearly 1 mile later, it wasn’t 
possible to make out what was hap-
pening, but the chiclets on the bottom 

of the screen showed Tide Of The 
Sea still in front. The appropriate-
ly named 3-year-old came into view 
as he traveled down the stretch and 
stayed on strongly to win by 2 lengths 
for Bill Mott and Juddmonte Farms. 
The maiden race wasn’t Birdstone’s 
Travers, but a memorable 2:19.76.

With no rain in the forecast, the 
track was not preemptively sealed pri-
or to the fourth race being run. The 
heavy downpour turned the track 
sloppy.

“We were supposed to have zero 
chance of rain today and that didn’t Tod Marks

The aptly named Tide Of The Sea charges home in Thursday’s fourth race.

THURSDAY RACING RECAP

What’s Next?
Saratoga cancels Thursday card 

after four races due to rain

Continued On Page 15 
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happen,” NYRA Senior Vice Pres-
ident of Racing Operations Martin 
Panza said while standing in a crowd-
ed but dry racing office. “We proba-
bly have gotten over an inch of rain so 
far. The backstretch was just a differ-
ent track than the frontstretch.”

“We didn’t want to put the jock-
eys and the horses in that type of pre-
dicament. We tried our best to fix it, 
but there’s more rain coming and it 
would have taken too long. It’s just 
too soupy around the three-eighths 
pole. It’s not something we could fix 
in 45 minutes so we didn’t really have 
much choice.”

Horses for the fifth race were held 
in the paddock while the tractors 
tried to get the sloppy track in good 
shape. Jockeys even got a leg up and 
circled the paddock but soon got off 
and a few minutes later, racing was 
canceled.

The cancelation of Thursday’s last 
seven races comes on the heels of last 
Saturday’s card being postponed and 
moved a day later to Sunday.

“Last year we got a lot of rain and 
this year certainly the weather, with 
the heat last Saturday and this today,” 
Panza said. “It’s just Mother Nature 
is unpredictable but we always try to 
do the right thing by the horses and 
their jockeys. When you look at it 
from that standpoint, some decisions 
are pretty easy to make.” 

Kendrick Carmouche, who didn’t 
ride in the downpour but watched 
the rain from the jock’s room, agreed 
with the decision. 

“Yes, yes. For horses and every-
thing, because nine times out of 10 it’s 
not a good thing (to ride on a track 
like that), especially for horse racing,” 
Carmouche said. “We don’t want the 
horses to get hurt or anything. It was 
the right decision.”  

– Ben Gowans  
and Catherine Galbraith

• Marshall Gramm of Ten Strike 
Racing planned Lucky Move’s win in 
the third since late April. 

“The best laid plans sometimes 
work out,” said Gramm, surrounded 
by family in the winner’s circle. “She 
has this unique breeding. A Quiet 
American mare (Quiet Mover) under-
neath Lookin At Lucky is my dream 

two-turn Saratoga mile and an eighth 
horse.” 

Gramm and Ten Strike’s oth-
er founding partner, Clay Sanders, 
claimed the mare when she ran for 
a $30,000 tag at Churchill Downs 
April 30. 

“I just waited for her to drop into 
my price range,” said Gramm. “As 
soon as I saw this mare in for a price 
that I liked, we were, ‘like let’s go take 
her’ and we pointed to this race.”

Ten Strike Racing has taken a lik-
ing to offspring of Lookin At Lucky 
and Gramm said Lucky Move is no 
exception. 

“My trainers all know as soon as 
they see a Lookin at Lucky to text 
me,” he said. “We ran at Churchill, 
she ran okay but that’s a one turn 
mile. Lookin at Lucky is really her 
style. They get better with age and 
they get better going two turns.”

Gramm hopes for other trips to the 
winner’s circle with two Ten Strike 
Racing homebreds possibly running 
at the meet.

Critical Value, an unraced 2-year-
old Bodemeister filly, will hopefully 
make her first start during the meet. 
Steam Engine, a New York-bred colt 
by Mineshaft and two-time winner, 
makes his 2019 Saratoga debut in to-
day’s eighth. 

“(Steam Engine) should run Aug. 8 
in a state bred two-other-than, he’s a 
NY bred,” said Gramm. “We should 
have a number of starters here but it’s 
great to be off the duck with our first 
starter.

“It’s Ten Strike’s second win at 
Saratoga. We won with Dot Matrix a 
couple years ago. But this is the first 
time I’ve ever been present for a win 
at Saratoga. It’s the first time I’ve been 
in the Saratoga winner’s circle for my 
own horse.” 

– Catherine Galbraith

Thursday –
 Continued from page 14
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SARATOGA RESULTS PHOTOS BY TOD MARKS AND DAVE HARMON

Thursday July 25.

FIRST $150,000, STAKES - A. P. SMITHWICK MEMORIAL 
STEEPLECHASE, 4 YO’S & UP, 2 1/16M
3 Winston C (IRE) T. Garner $8.70 $4.40 $3.30
6 Vosne Romanee (GB) S. Twiston-Davies  $8.00 $6.00
1 Hinterland (FR) W. McCarthy   $13.20
B G 2014, by Rip Van Winkle (IRE) - Pitrizza (IRE) by Machia-
vellian. Breeder: Patrick F. Kelly (IRE). 
Owner: Hudson River Farms. Trainer: Jonathan Sheppard. 
Late Scratches: Portrade (IRE)
Time: 3:45.99. Exacta (3-6), $30.25; Superfecta (3-6-1-12), 
$393.60; Trifecta (3-6-1), $307.00

SECOND $52,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $50,000, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
2 Persian Queen L. Saez $14.20 $6.20 $4.20
5 Wedontbelieveher M. Franco  $3.70 $2.80
3 Stunning Munnings I. Ortiz, Jr.   $3.30
B Filly 2017, by Union Rags - Antiquity by Pulpit
Owner: Zayat Stables, LLC. Trainer: Rudy Rodriguez. 
Breeder: CRK Stables, LLC (KY). Time: 1:04.78
Claimed: Persian Queen claimed by Collingsworth Thorough-
bred Racing LLC for $50,000, Wedontbelieveher claimed by 
Ron Paolucci Racing, LLC for $50,000
Daily Double (3-2), $36.75; Exacta (2-5), $23.60; Quinella 
(2-5), $11.20; Superfecta (2-5-3-6), $56.75; Trifecta (2-5-3), 
$40.25.

THIRD $80,000, NY-BRED AOC $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
1 Lucky Move J. Rosario $8.40 $3.40 $2.50
6 Ratajkowski J. Ortiz  $2.60 $2.20
7 Paved With Gold I. Ortiz, Jr.   $2.60
B M 2014, by Lookin At Lucky - Quiet Mover by Quiet American
Owner: Ten Strike Racing. Trainer: Bentley Combs. 
Time: 1:49.61. Breeder: Maltese Cross Stables & StonegateSt-
ables LLC (NY).
Daily Double (2-1), $29.50; Exacta (1-6), $9.60; Superfecta (1-
6-7-3), $11.50; Trifecta (1-6-7), $15.75; Pic 3 (3-2-1), $186.50

FOURTH $90,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/8M
1 Tide of the Sea J. Rosario $7.30 $3.60 $2.40
3 Bail Out J. Ortiz  $3.00 $2.20
6 Shennan (IRE) I. Ortiz, Jr.   $2.30
B Colt 2016, by English Channel - Routine by Empire Maker
Owner: Juddmonte Farms, Inc.. Trainer: William Mott. 
Breeder: Juddmonte Farms Inc (KY). Time: 2:19.76
Daily Double ((RACE 4-5) 1-ALL), $3.00; Daily Double (1-1), 
$13.80; Exacta (1-3), $9.00; Quinella (1-3), $4.80; Superfecta 
(1-3-6-4), $6.92; Trifecta (1-3-6), $10.15; Pic 3 ((RACES 3-5) 
1-1-ALL), $13.90; Pic 3 ((RACES 4-6) 1-ALL-ALL), $3.10; Pic 
3 (2-1-1), $116.00; Pic 4 (2-1-1-ALL), $7.65; Pic 5 (3-2-1-1-
ALL), $73.75

Paid Attendance: 21,828. On Track Handle: $839,452.17.
All Sources Handle: $3,827,793.55. 

Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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BY BEN GOWANS
Don Chatlos Jr. took a moment 

away from his eventful summer ear-
ly Wednesday afternoon to watch 
today’s Curlin contender Rowayton 
school in Saratoga Race Course’s 
paddock with Cesar Orantes on the 
shank. 

The trip was Chatlos’s first to the 
serene saddling area since the Cal-
ifornian arrived in town before the 
meet. He talked about conversations 
with Bobby Frankel about how to 
properly use a horse’s speed, com-
plimented Orantes – who summered 
in Saratoga with Songbird in 2016 – 
and reminisced about Singletary, the 
horse Chatlos trained to win the 2004 
Breeders’ Cup Mile.

Chatlos saddled his last starter 
in 2008 and spent the last five years 
working as an assistant to Jerry Hol-
lendorfer. The Hall of Fame trainer 
sent Chatlos to Belmont Park in May 
to oversee a newly formed New York 
string, made up of only horses owned 
by Larry Best’s OXO Equine.

Santa Anita Park banned Hollen-
dorfer at the end of June and other 
tracks, including Del Mar and those 
run by the New York Racing Associ-
ation, followed suit in denying stalls 
to the winner of more than 7,600 rac-
es. NYRA initially granted Hollen-
dorfer’s Saratoga stalls, then revoked 

them and Chatlos took control of the 
high-quality OXO string. 

“It’s been crazy. There’s not real-
ly any words,” Chatlos said during 
training Wednesday morning. “Who 
would ever think that something like 
that can happen? Life changed for 
everybody. Me obviously, going back 
out on my own. Dan Ward, the same 
thing. Jerry, fighting to keep his ca-
reer. 

“So much has changed, it’s been 
stressful, but the focus has been the 
horses. It’s been easier for me because 
I’m here instead of at home in the 
middle of the storm. Larry Best has 
been unbelievably supportive. John 
Dowd, his racing manager, the same 
thing. We’ve all stuck together and 
just gotten through it.”

Rowayton isn’t the only stakes 
horse in the care of Chatlos. Grade 
2 winner Instagrand and Grade 
1-placed Brill also currently reside 
in Chatlos’ stalls on the Oklahoma 
Training Track. Four of the seven 
horses Chatlos currently trains for 
Best are by Into Mischief, sire of Ro-
wayton.

“It took one day, as soon as NYRA 
said they weren’t taking Jerry’s en-

Connie Bush
Trainer Don Chatlos Jr. and Rowayton tackle the Curlin.

CURLIN STAKES PREVIEW

Fresh Start
Chatlos, Best try for first  
Saratoga victory with Rowayton

Continued On Page 19 
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tries,” Chatlos said. “It was a Fri-
day, we had to enter Brill on Sunday, 
so I had to get insurance that day 
or she wasn’t going to be able to be 
entered. It was just like ripping off 
the Band-Aid.”

Brill was Chatlos’s first starter. 
Rowayton became the second when 
he finished third in the Grade 3 Dw-
yer Stakes at Belmont July 6. Twen-
ty days later, Rowayton is the 9-2 
third choice on the morning line in 
the $100,000 Curlin Stakes, restrict-
ed to 3-year-olds who have not won 
a graded stakes over 1 mile in 2019.

Rowayton will try two turns in 
the Curlin for the second time in his 
career. In his only prior effort doing 
so, he finished third behind Game 
Winner in the Grade 1 American 
Pharoah in September.

“Everything I see, he just never 
gets tired, but I can talk as much as 
I want, until they do it, they haven’t 
done it,” Chatlos said. “We’re going to find out on 
Friday, it’s going to be a big race to decide where 
he goes for the rest of the year. We just hope he’s 
competitive and then Mr. Best will make a decision, 
Travers or Allen Jerkens. Shorten him up or go for 
the big one.”

Rowayton started his 3-year-old campaign with 
a fifth on a sloppy track at Oaklawn Park in April. 
The $320,000 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga select sale 
yearling purchase made amends in his following 
effort.

“As a 2-year-old, he didn’t change leads in any 
of his races. That was a big problem,” Chatlos 
said. “You can draw a line through that race (at 
Oaklawn). We got him to Belmont and that was 
the plan all along. A big, muscular horse like that 
on those wide, sweeping turns, 1:14:4 right off the 
bat.”

Chatlos referred to the final time of the colt’s first 
start at Belmont, a 6 1/2-furlong allowance June 6. 
He subsequently finished third in the Dwyer and 
will make his first Saratoga start today.

Chatlos had only been to Saratoga once before 
shipping up from Belmont earlier this month.

“I’d only been here once, but it was a long time 
ago, and I just came in to run and then right out. To 
stay like this, it’s the first time,” he said. “I love it. 
This is not my kind of weather coming from Cali-
fornia, but besides the weather it’s perfect. It rained 
yesterday, but it was cool. No matter how I like it 
or how I feel, when I get to the barn in the morning 
and see the horses love it, I’m good.”

Before transitioning to Belmont earlier this year, 
Chatlos had been in charge of Hollendorfer’s Los 
Alamitos string.

“I did all the 2-year-olds every year, all the come-
backers came through me at Los Al and I’d get them 

on to the first string,” Chatlos said. 
“Held on to some good ones though. 
Constellation, I was able to keep her.”

Chatlos had nothing but positive 
things to say about his former boss.

“Great job, great guy. I was there 
almost five years,” he said. “Very de-
manding, but he’s right there with you. 
He’s not calling it in from home or any-
thing, so it makes it a lot easier.”

Rowayton must deal with a pair of 
lightly raced Chad Brown trainees in 
5-2 morning-line favorite Looking At 
Bikinis and 5-1 fourth choice Highest 
Honors. 

Looking At Bikinis won his only 
start at 2 and made a victorious re-
turn off a nearly 10-month layoff in his 
most recent effort June 27 at Belmont. 
Long Lake Stable and Madaket Stable 
own the 3-year-old. William Farish’s 
homebred Highest Honors also comes 
into today’s feature with only two pri-
or starts. The gray Tapit colt broke his 
maiden June 1 at Belmont. 

Todd Pletcher’s Intrepid Heart is un-
raced since the Grade 1 Belmont Stakes 
June 8. Robert and Lawana Low’s Tapit 

colt was well backed at 6-1 that day but finished a 
disappointing eighth. He started his career 2-for-2 
earlier this year and then placed third in the Grade 
3 Peter Pan before trying the Belmont.

“We didn’t get quite the performance we were 
hoping for in the Belmont,” Pletcher said. “Sort of 
like the entire field, he wasn’t beaten far but he just 
seemed like he got stuck out a little wide and set 
out there the whole way. I was hoping for a little 
better than that.

“His Peter Pan was decent. Global Campaign, 
who won it, is a nice horse, and obviously Sir Win-
ston came out of it to win the Belmont.”

Cairo Cat, Grumps Little Tots, Direct Order, En-
dorsed and Mo Gotcha complete the field. 

– Additional reporting
by Tom Law

Curlin –
 Continued from page 18

Tod Marks
Curlin contender Highest Honors stocks up on hay at the barn.
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Friday, July 26.

1ST (1:00PM). $40,000, MCL $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Russian Melody ............. D. Davis ........................... G. Weaver..................... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Handle With Care ........... T. Gaffalione ..................... B. Brown ...................... 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Countenance .................. J. Ortiz ............................. C. Clement.................... 3-5
4  ..... 4 ............Karabessa ...................... K. Carmouche .................. G. DiPrima .................. 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............G. T. Sonia ...................... J. Alvarado ...................... O. Noda ...................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Ask Contrition ................ J. Martinez ....................... J. Parker ..................... 30-1
7  ..... 7 ............Know Point Given ........... L. Reyes .......................... G. Matties ................... 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Flying Pleasantly ............ S. Jimenez ....................... R. Persaud ................. 20-1

2ND (1:36PM). $78,000, MSW, 2 YO, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... MTO ......Microsecond .................. M. Franco ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 7-2
1a  .... 5 ............Mo Ready ....................... J. Ortiz ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 7-2
1x  .... 6 ............Managing Risk ............... M. Franco ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Kobe ............................... L. Saez ............................. G. Contessa .................. 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Driftwood ....................... J. Leparoux ...................... K. McPeek .................. 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Mitzrayim ....................... C. Landeros ..................... M. Hennig .................... 6-1
5  ..... 7 ............No Lime ......................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 5-1
6  ..... 8 ............Cold Hard Cash .............. J. Lezcano ....................... L. Rice .......................... 8-1
7  ..... 9 ............Victory Built ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Maker ...................... 8-1
8  ..... 10 ..........Assault Breaker .............. J. Castellano .................... J. Thomas .................... 5-2

3RD (2:12PM). $92,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Shiny Copper Penny ....... J. Martinez ....................... D. Seyler .................... 30-1
2  ..... MTO ......Missle Bomb .................. K. Carmouche .................. J. Toscano, Jr. .............. 9-5
3  ..... 3 ............Yes and Yes .................... T. Gaffalione ..................... P. Gleaves ................... 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............All Systems Go ............... L. Saez ............................. J. Terranova II .............. 4-1
5  ..... 5 ............Thousand Percent .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Englehart ................ 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............I Can Do Anything .......... J. Leparoux ...................... S. Hough ...................... 2-1
7  ..... MTO ......Bernin’ Thru Gold ........... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Hennig .................... 5-2
8  ..... 8 ............Bourbon in May ............. J. Ortiz ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 3-1
9  ..... 9 ............Carotari .......................... J. Castellano .................... B. Lynch ....................... 4-1
10..... 10 ..........Topper T ......................... J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ........................ 6-1
11..... MTO ......Dark N Cloudy ................ . Rider TBA ...................... D. Schettino ................. 5-1

4TH (2:48PM). $95,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/8M
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Queen of Beas ................ J. Ortiz ............................. J. Abreu ........................ 4-5
2  ..... 2 ............Viva Forever ................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. A. Quartarolo ................ 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Nonsensical ................... J. Bravo ........................... T. Albertrani .................. 3-1
4  ..... 4 ............Weekend Mischief .......... R. Maragh ........................ J. Alvarado ................. 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Held Accountable ........... E. Cancel .......................... P. Serpe ...................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Indy Union ..................... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Englehart .................. 5-1

5TH (3:28PM). $34,000, CLM $12,500, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Moondance Joy .............. M. Franco ........................ R. Atras ........................ 9-2
2  ..... 2 ............Elizabeth Nicole .............. K. Carmouche .................. G. Matties ..................... 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Parlapiano ...................... H. Harkie .......................... P. Quick ...................... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Malarkey ........................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Gullo ........................ 4-1
5  ..... 5 ............Zecha ............................. S. Jimenez ....................... R. Persaud ................. 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Wildcat Belle .................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. D. Cannizzo .................. 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Riot Worthy .................... J. Alvarado ...................... O. Noda ........................ 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Ivy’s College Fund .......... J. Ortiz ............................. B. Levine ...................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Tiz R Bella ...................... B. Hernandez ................... J. Toscano, Jr. .............. 7-2

6TH (4:03PM). $90,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 3/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Funny Flowers ................ J. Alvarado ...................... B. Tagg ....................... 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Monhegan ...................... J. Velazquez ..................... M. Matz ........................ 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Beau Belle ...................... L. Saez ............................. T. Albertrani .................. 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Whatdoesasharksay ....... T. Gaffalione ..................... J. Toner ...................... 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Latest Version ................ J. Castellano .................... V. Oliver ...................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Lady Rosalie (IRE) ......... M. Franco ........................ R. Brisset ................... 12-1

7  ..... 7 ............Ocean Fire ...................... J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ........................ 4-1
8  ..... 8 ............Passive Investing ........... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 7-2
9  ..... 9 ............Balon Rose ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 3-1
10..... 10 ..........Sweeping In ................... C. Landeros ..................... H. Motion ................... 20-1
11..... 11 ..........Mickey Diamond ............ B. Hernandez ................... R. Davis ...................... 50-1

7TH (4:39PM). $60,000, STR $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Kingdom’s Queen ........... M. Franco ........................ D. Donk ........................ 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Alvernia .......................... D. Davis ........................... G. Sciacca .................. 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Dizzy .............................. R. Maragh ........................ J. Alvarado ................... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Fair Lassie ...................... L. Saez ............................. B. Grossman .............. 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............It Was Considered .......... J. Lezcano ....................... S. Hough ...................... 3-1
6  ..... 6 ............Slimey ............................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. D. Cannizzo .................. 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Righteous Ruby ............. K. Carmouche .................. D. Gargan ..................... 7-2
8  ..... 8 ............Olive Kat ......................... J. Rosario ........................ J. O’Dwyer .................. 10-1
9  ..... 9 ............Anne Dupree .................. J. Velazquez ..................... A. Margotta, Jr. ............ 4-1

8TH (5:15PM). $83,000, AOC $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Hushion ......................... M. Luzzi ........................... B. Brown .................... 30-1
2  ..... 2 ............Cloontia .......................... M. Franco ........................ S. Klesaris .................. 20-1
3  ..... 3 ............Steam Engine ................. L. Saez ............................. B. Cox ........................ 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Dowse’s Beach ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ....................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Ghost Giant .................... J. Rosario ........................ J. Abreu ........................ 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............New York’s Finest ........... J. Lezcano ....................... L. Rice .......................... 7-2
7  ..... 7 ............Colonel Tom ................... D. Davis ........................... G. Weaver..................... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Banana Thief .................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 6-1
9  ..... 9 ............Robey’s Boy ................... K. Carmouche .................. J. Casey ...................... 15-1
10..... 10 ..........Outrageous Bet .............. C. Landeros ..................... G. Contessa ................ 20-1
11..... 11 ..........Fear ................................ J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart .................. 9-2
12..... 12 ..........Mo Diddley ..................... J. Velazquez ..................... M. Casse ...................... 8-1
13..... AE..........Psychic Energy .............. J. Castellano .................... L. Rice ........................ 10-1
14..... MTO ......Ready to Escape ............. B. Hernandez ................... C. Englehart .................. 5-2
15..... MTO ......Show Prince ................... . Rider TBA ...................... G. Sciacca .................. 10-1
16..... MTO ......The Caretaker ................. L. Saez ............................. K. McLaughlin .............. 4-1

9TH (5:51PM). $100,000, STK - THE CURLIN, 3 YO, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Intrepid Heart ................. J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Cairo Cat ........................ J. Leparoux ...................... K. McPeek .................. 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Looking At Bikinis .......... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 5-2
4  ..... 4 ............Grumps Little Tots.......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ..................... 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Rowayton ....................... J. Rosario ........................ D. Chatlos .................... 9-2
6  ..... 6 ............Direct Order ................... L. Saez ............................. J. Servis ..................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Endorsed ........................ J. Bravo ........................... K. McLaughlin .............. 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Highest Honors .............. J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 5-1
9  ..... 9 ............Mo Gotcha ..................... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Englehart ................ 20-1

10TH (6:25PM). $48,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Golconda ........................ J. Alvarado ...................... L. Gyarmati .................. 4-1
2  ..... 2 ............Talespin .......................... E. Cancel .......................... M. Nevin ..................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Big Wonder .................... S. Jimenez ....................... N. Chatterpaul ............ 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Moo Lah ......................... M. Franco ........................ M. Nevin ....................... 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Awesome Adversary ...... T. Gaffalione ..................... M. Friedman ................. 7-2
6  ..... 6 ............Da Berg .......................... C. Landeros ..................... J. Kimmel ................... 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Mr. Vincent ..................... J. Lezcano ....................... S. Klesaris .................... 9-2
8  ..... 8 ............Prince Halo .................... L. Saez ............................. G. Contessa .................. 6-1
9  ..... 9 ............The Grand Canal ............. J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Mister Bobby .................. D. Davis ........................... H. Bond ...................... 12-1
11..... AE..........Champagne Chills .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Gullo ........................ 6-1
12..... AE..........Paynter’s Prize ............... J. Rosario ........................ C. Baker ........................ 3-1
13..... AE..........Ticked All Daboxes ......... L. Reyes .......................... A. Maymo ................... 30-1
14..... AE..........Wisecrack ...................... J. Martinez ....................... C. Martin .................... 30-1
15..... AE..........Will’s Bay ....................... B. Hernandez ................... G. Goodwin ................ 15-1
16..... MTO ......Later Cat ........................ . Rider TBA ...................... B. Levine ...................... 1-1

Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Xpressbet Customers have Access to the XBTV Workout 
Report, featuring Workouts for Today’s Contenders!

 
Log In to your Xpressbet account to see the report. 

Sign Up at Xpressbet.com/SPECIAL.

Guest Handicapper
Today’s guest handicapper is Pat Fitch, who along with his brothers Jay and Adam own 

Kings Tavern on the corner of East and Union avenues and the City Tavern on Caroline Street. 
Pat, celebrating his birthday today, also notes his 3-year-old son Jameson handicapped the 
featured Curlin Stakes. Thursday, Alicia Wincze-Hughes picked one winner (from four races). 

• The guest win total does not include Wednesdays, when only The Special’s regular hand-
icappers picks appear at thisishorseracing.com. 

Top Guest Handicapper of 2019: Jude Feld with four wins. 
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BY CATHERINE GALBRAITH
Ruler Of The Nile popped his head 

out of his stall in Barn 35, showed off 
his sweet, wide-set eyes and seemed 
to be unaware of his recent success in 
the 10th race at Saratoga Race Course 
July 13. He watched the last sets of 
the morning go back and forth to the 
Oklahoma Training Track before dig-
ging into this visitor’s morning treat. 

The 4-year-old son of Pioneerof The 
Nile devoured the long, stemmy tops 
of carrots but lost interest in the root. 
His love for greenery continued to be 
apparent when his groom, Larry Alvis, 
and hotwalker, Barry Francis, walked 
over to his favorite patch of grass. 

At the possibility of a fresh treat, 
the carrots were abandoned and Rul-
er Of The Nile nickered until his staff 
fulfilled his request. 

Stopping every so often between his 
mid-morning snack, the colt leaned 
over his stall-guard for some momen-
tary affection from his visitors.

“I’ve been doing this for 30 years 
and he’s fun to groom,” Alvis said. 
“He likes his grooms, he kind of likes 
to play around with you. He loves 
when I brush on him and curry him. 
He groans a lot.” 

When Ruler Of The Nile goes to 

the track for his handlers and trainer 
Mike Lauer, he knows he his job. 

“He loves to train, he’s quiet but 
he’s awake,” Francis said. 

Ruler Of The Nile is a relative-
ly new member of Lauer’s string, 
claimed by the Kentucky-based train-
er and owner Dr. Stephen Dorkwin 
for $8,000 at the end of May out a 
winning race at Churchill Downs. 

“He was interested in the horse, 
we looked at him and decided to do 
it,” Lauer said. 

Ruler Of The Nile was once worth 
considerably more, as he sold for 
$240,000 as a weanling in 2015 and 
$1 million as a 2-year-old. Bred in 
Kentucky by Christiana Stables, he’s 
won five of his nine starts including 
three in a row.

Ruler Of The Nile won his first 
start for Lauer and Bevo Racing for 

$16,000 less than three weeks after 
the claim. The victory Saturday came 
off about a month’s rest for the doc-
ile colt Lauer describes as “unevent-
ful” and a horse that “doesn’t need a 
pony.” 

Ruler Of The Nile’s corner stall in 
his barn at the southwest nook of the 
Oklahoma grounds, not far from The 
Special’s office, King’s Tavern and 
the East and Union Avenue entrance 
to the racetrack, provides for ample 
viewing. 

“He stands all the time and looks 
through the back window, watching,” 
Francis said. 

Maybe he’s waiting for his next 
start or another handful of grass. 
Whatever it is, Ruler Of The Nile is 
ready. 

Catherine Galbraith
Ruler Of The Nile and his people Barry Francis (left) and Larry Alvis.

MEET A HORSE

‘He’s quiet, 
but awake’
Ruler Of The Nile enjoys the Spa

TRF OPEN BARN: “WELCOMING RACE FANS”
July 29, 5-8pm | Free & Family-friendly | Donations welcome

Meet the newest members of our TRF Herd,  
feed them treats, take pictures, learn about  

Thoroughbred aftercare, and hear their stories!

TRF SUMMER FARM AT BLOOMFIELD FARM
20 Bloomfield Rd., Saratoga Springs 12866

TRFinc.org

JOEY CANDYMAN

SUPRIZE

ICEMAN

Matthew J. Nielsen
Ed Kasperavich, CFA
Deborah Stackpole 

Managing Directors 
Sports & Entertainment Group

mnielsen@stonecrestpartners.com

Your investment  
future starts  

 here… Securities offered through Stonecrest Capital Markets, member  
FINRA/SIPC Advisory services offered through Stonecrest Advisors, Inc.

https://www.trfinc.org/saratoga-summer-farm/
http://www.stonecrestpartners.com/


23Friday, July 26, 2019 The SaraToga Special

Facebook, yelp, Instagram, Tri-
pAdvisor

0Classic

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414

 www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709

Carol Holden  |  President
Theresa Bitner  |  Exec. Sec.

Sam Huff  |  Chairman Emeritus

S A T U R D A Y
OCT. 12, 2019
POST TIME 7:00 PM

WVBC XXXII WInnEr
runnIn’TOLuVya

Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic
and the Breeders Classics Races

proven to be a

https://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
http://wvbc.com/wordpress/
https://www.nyrabets.com/#wagering


24 Friday, July 26, 2019The SaraToga Special

BY TERRY HILL
My first visit to Saratoga Race 

Course came in August 1986. I was 
42 years old and immediately felt an 
acute regret for missing the previous 
41 meets. It was love at first sight. 
Clearly I am not unique. Virtually ev-
ery day in these pages, some smitten 
racing fan or horseman acknowledges 
a love affair with Saratoga.

Since that first visit, except for six 
years when we were living in Europe, 
my wife and I have come here every 
year. Usually we’ve come for a couple 
of weeks, but three of those years we 
rented a house and stayed for the en-
tire meet.

Last year, I was standing in the 
clubhouse behind The Saratoga Spe-
cial’s box waiting for a race to start. 
Three of the paper’s interns were sit-
ting in front of me and we struck up a 
conversation.

“Excuse me,” I asked, “but is yours 
the greatest possible summer job?”

Two of the three immediately said, 
“Yes!” The third looked at me quiz-
zically and said, “Duh.” Her clear 
subtext was, “Why would you even 
ask?”

I’d read The Special during my 
Saratoga visits for a number of years 

and was full of envy for these kids. 
I would have loved that job at their 
age. Hell, I’d love it now. My next 
thought was the dangerous one: Hey, 
why not?

I decided to ignore the obvious an-
swer to that question. But it was not 
lost on me that if you added the ages 
of those three interns in that box, I 
still had their combined total beat by 
more than a decade.

But now I was hooked on the idea. 
I openly wondered if the Guinness 
Book of World Records had an “Old-
est Intern” category. I was going for 
it.

To apply I wrote a letter of intro-
duction, a business and writing re-
sume and a horse racing resume. The 
letter was fine, though it forced me to 
reveal my age (74 at the time). But I 
worried about the two resumes; both 
had a key flaw.

The first revealed that though I’ve 
been a writer all my life, I’ve never 
been a journalist. The second admit-
ted that I’ve been a racing fan for 70 
years but only a fan. I’d never worked 
in the industry.

Unable to correct these flaws, but 
prompted by dreams of Guinness glo-
ry, I sent off the three-part application 
along with one of my co-written books 
(Two Guys Read the Obituaries – the 
plot of which … well, I think the title 
is the best capsule explanation. It’s a 
real page-turner.) I dropped this out-
sized package on the three principals 
of The Special – Joe and Sean Clancy 
and Tom Law.

And then … nothing. I’m sure that 
they were a bit baffled by this quixotic 
gesture or perhaps they thought if by 
chance I died before July they could 
avoid having to answer. But there was 
no response.

When I was a kid I had some suc-
cess by pestering people. I applied the 
same tactic on Joe, Sean and Tom. 

Their email replies were always polite 
because they’re nice guys, but I got 
the impression that they really didn’t 
know what to do with me.

Finally Tom said he’d give me a bit 
of a tryout. In one of my pester-letters 
I’d mentioned that I’d been at Secre-
tariat’s last race in Canada, so Tom, 
who would have been a toddler at the 
time of that race, asked me to write a 
reflective piece on the experience.

I sent off a 2,000-word piece and 
apparently it passed muster because 
Tom finally said they’d give me a 
slot and see how it went. There was 
a small celebration in our apartment 
in New York when I heard the news.

Two days before Opening Day I 
met Tom at the office. He said there 
was a press preview for the newly 
built 1863 Club in a couple of hours. 
Could I attend, look around, eat a 
couple of stuffed mushroom caps and 
some almonds, listen to the speeches, 
talk to people and write a small story 
about it?

I went back to my place, put on a 
jacket, tie and hung my media pass 
– which I was inordinately proud of 
– around my neck and went to the 
event. Over the next day I sweated 

and worried my way through writing 
that first piece. It took me more time 
than I ever thought it would.

But voila! There it was in the cen-
terfold, right hand page of the Open-
ing Day edition of The Special. I’d 
broken my maiden. I would have 
spent some time enjoying it, but I was 
already sweating a piece about Open-
ing Day.

I had less than two hours to write 
it but somehow, with one eye on the 
keyboard and the other on the clock, 
I got it done. I told Tom the next day 
that I hadn’t been under that much 
pressure in the last 25 years. I’d been 
scared to death.

“There’s nothing like a deadline 
to make you better,” he said, adding, 
“or at least faster.”

This from the man who turns out 
somewhere between 1,500 and 2,000 
words for each issue. Sometimes 
more. I’d just turned in 500 and need-
ed a hot walker to cool me down.

But you know, maybe at my age 
it’s not a bad thing to have the fear of 
death visit you. Actually, the fear of 
death doesn’t really bother me. It’s the 
fear of 600 words that petrifies me.

Tod Marks
Terry Hill is covering the Saratoga scene for The Special this summer.

A WORKING VACATION

A non-traditional 
Saratoga intern

Writer Terry Hill.
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SARATOGA’S BEST BETS

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

YOUR business here! 
Just $800 for the ENTIRE SARATOGA SEASON!

Email: joe@thisishorseracing.com

Blue Streak Racing, LLC
Thoroughbred Horse Racing Syndicate

Tim McCoy
Owner/Managing Partner

(571) 355-3399
BlueStreakRacingLLC@gmail.com
www.BlueStreakRacingLLC.com

MEET US AT SARATOGA

Get local representation. Pay lower commissions.
Find your Saratoga dream home or dream investment today

Karen Wojcik-Hess  Homes

(518) 366-8141 • kwhhomes@gmail.com • KarenGoNY.com

CROWN REALTY

LouiseMRealtor@gmail.com

LOUISE P MULLER BROKER ASSOC.

The summer place to be? Saratoga.
The winter place to be? Florida.
Call to find your place in the sun.

(772) 913-1596     LouiseMuller.com.

through the Digital Tattoo will begin January 
1, 2020 for first-time starters as lip tattoos will 
be discontinued. The Digital Tattoo consists of 
digital photographs of the horse at racing age 
matched to verification through the horse’s 
papers. The “Horse ID” pictures are accessible 
through a scan of the microchip. Every horse 
making its first start in 2020, regardless of age, 
is required to be microchipped in order to re-
ceive its Digital Tattoo. 

TRPB 
Digital 
Tattoo

www.trpb.com

Horse Identification 

BURKE EQUINE

Just minutes from Saratoga Race Course

Veterinary Care & Rehabilitation

BurkeEquineTherapy.com

• Rehabilitation
• Post-Surgical Care
• Veterinary Sports Medicine
• Conditioning
• Aquapacer, training track, grass gallops
• ECB saltwater spa
• 24-hour veterinary care

stowe.burke@gmail.com

Stowe Burke, DVM
(518) 210-4322

A N N A  H O L L A N D E R
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST
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TAYLOR, HARRIS INSURANCE SERVICES
WORLDWIDE EQUINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

ANNE CLANCY
917-446-2848

akclancy@riverd.net

– Early email notice of new editions    

– A Saratoga Special hat and sticker

– Invitations to special events we haven’t scheduled yet. 

– Other bene� ts we’re still dreaming up...

Th e cost is $35 per year, and 
the program is totally optional. 
Th e Special is free to read, in 
print within the 12866 or on-
line at thisishorseracing.com. 
We hope you’ll sign up, but you 
don’t have to. Th anks for being 
there, and welcome aboard. 

Join Now And You’ll Receive:

S ign  Up  Today  at  :    th i s i shor ser ac ing.com/reader sc lub

https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader


26 Friday, July 26, 2019The SaraToga Special

It starts with a father talking about his son. It 
ends with a son talking about his father. In between, 
well, it’s the story of a struggle, a mistake, a lesson, 
an opportunity, an escape and a whole lot of faith. 

It happened Sunday.
Kendrick Carmouche upset the Caress with Mo-

minou. The Louisiana Kid put a Louisiana ride on 
the outsider in the turf sprint, hustling to the lead, 
ripping around the turn like a bush-track runaway, 
clinching the win long before the finish line, enough 
time for Carmouche to salute the crowd like Tony 
Hawk landing a 2.5-revolution airborne spin. Car-
mouche came right back to win the next. A double 
at Saratoga is always sweet. A double at Saratoga 
with your parents, especially your dad, your hero, 
watching for the first time. Well, that’ll make your 
heart sing, for father and son. 

“You could take my heart and I would still live,” 
Sylvester Carmouche Jr. said. 

 “If you felt my heart right now, I could make ev-
erybody’s heart skip a beat,” Kendrick Carmouche 
said.

Sylvester Carmouche won 1,348 races through 
a star-crossed career that began in 1978 and fin-
ished in 2013. And stayed in Louisiana. He rode 
Hallowed Dreams, a Louisiana jet from 1999 to 
2000. That was the highlight. The lowlight was a 
10-year suspension. See, Sylvester Carmouche Jr. is 
The Fog Jockey. He was convicted of holding Land-
ing Officer, a longshot $2,500 claimer in the chute 
on a foggy night at Delta Downs and waiting for 
the field to come around the second time. It didn’t 
work smoothly, the horse won by 24 lengths, just 
off the track record, bandages still clean. Yeah, it 
was sketchy.

Twenty-eight years later, you have to ask right?
“Hey, look, I don’t regret it. I’m glad I’m living. 

What they say, nobody know. They didn’t have 
no proof, no nothing. When we came out to ride, 
you couldn’t see nothing. I had my goggles on, you 

couldn’t see nothing. It happened just like this, I 
backed my horse up, the outriders said I rode the 
race, they come out, they didn’t have no film, they 
couldn’t prove nothing,” Carmouche, 60, said. 
“God was too good to me so I went up to the com-
mission and told them the truth. They like to fall 
out. They said, ‘Sylvester, you’re the first man to tell 
us the truth.’ I said, ‘God told me the truth is going 
to set you free.’ ”  

And, no, I’m not sure if he’s saying he did it or 
he didn’t do it, but you can be the judge on that. As 
for Carmouche, he looks at the suspension positive-
ly. See, he’s a positive guy. The suspension allowed 
Carmouche to spend time with his kids, drilling a 
hard-work ethic, a positive attitude, a respect for 
God and a love for racing. Some kids have teachers 
and classrooms, Kendrick had his dad and the bush 
tracks of Louisiana. And, besides, God had it all un-
der control.

Shortly after the suspension lifted, Carmouche 
was riding a horse up the horse path at Evangeline 
Downs, the horse stopped on his own accord, just 
waited. Billy Patin guided a horse off the track for 
Lloyd Romero. The trainer interrogated the jockey. 
And Carmouche heard it all. 

“Why you let her go so fast?” Romero asked. 
“What do you mean?” Patin asked. 

“She went three-eighths in :33,” Romero said. 
Romero called Carmouche at the end of the 

morning and asked him if he wanted to ride a filly in 
the D. S. “Shine” Young Memorial Futurity. Yeah, 
Hallowed Dreams, who had just gone three-eighths 
in :33. 

“That was the morning I seen her. God just 
stopped me right there,” Carmouche said. “She set 
a track record and I win 26 on her. I thank God so 
much, he give me so much, that just shows you how 
he runs things, I thank him so much.”

And here’s Carmouche, 20 years after riding Hal-
lowed Dreams, watching his son win two at Sara-
toga. He’s still thanking the jocks’ agent in the sky. 

“I love it, man. I love it. I thank God so much,” 
Carmouche said. “I always tell Kendrick, be re-
spectful, keep your ears and eyes open and that will 
take you all the way. Good kid. Humble. We were 
close. It was my future.”

Fathers’ and sons’ pasts and futures intertwine, a 
mixing bowl of mentorship and hardship. Fathers, 
like everyone, squander opportunities, some more 
than others. The good ones try to keep their kids 
from squandering theirs. Sylvester Carmouche Jr., 
The Fog Jockey, never got out of Louisiana. He’s 
60 years old, weighs 105 pounds, still gallops a few 
to stay fit, works in the silks room at Evangeline 
Downs, a scar runs down the back of his neck like a 
lightning strike. He’s OK with all that, as long as his 
son is chasing his dream, being his future.

“Put a smile on your face every day, thank God 
that you wake up and go from there. Not every day 
going to be a good day but a good day is when we’re 
living,” Kendrick said. “It’s for my dad. My dad de-
serves this. My mom do too, but I know where my 
dad could have been if he had the shot that I had to 
explore the world. I’m doing it for him, I’m doing 
it for him.”

Sylvester Carmouche Jr. smiled, a proud dad. 
Kendrick Carmouche cried, a humble son. 

Out of the Fog  cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

Brown Advisory is an independent investment and strategic advisory firm committed to our clients’ success.

future
RAISE THE

Tod Marks
Kendrick Carmouche.

http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER 9 -  SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 22

SEP TEMBER .KEENEL AND.COM

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

http://september.keeneland.com/


hermitagefarm.com 502.228.1426

When your horses are on our farm, they’re also on our minds.

MITOLE
CHURCHILL
  DOWNS S. [G1]

WEST COAST 
CHAMPION
TRAVERS S. [G1]
PENNSYLVANIA  
  DERBY [G1]

PAOLA QUEEN 
TEST S. [G1]

3 G1 WINNERS
3 CONSECUTIVE CROPS

20
13

20
14

20
15

MITOLE
$1.2 MILLION G1 METROPOLITAN HANDICAP

https://www.hermitagefarm.com/equine-services/thoroughbred/



