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Unbeaten 4-year-old 
brings Sheppard to Grade 1

New Man
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 ‘FINLEY’ WINS HONORABLE MISS
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here&there... at Saratoga
LICENSE PLATES OF THE DAY
NAILD IT. New York (on a blacksmith’s truck).
ANY KND. Connecticut.
GROOMD. New York.

BY THE NUMBERS
14: Pens (well, pens all in one place) in Tom Law’s car.

40: Lifetime winning percentage (4-for-10) on Saratoga’s main track of Weekend Hideaway, 
who runs in today’s John Morrissey Stakes. The 8-year-old horse – not a gelding – won the 
race in 2014. 

0: More starts for Triple Crown winner  Justify, whose retirement from racing was announced 
Wednesday by trainer Bob Baffert and the owners. Justify will parade at Del Mar July 28 before 
traveling to WinStar Farm in Kentucky.

NAMES OF THE DAY
All The Way Jose, first race. He’s been here several times, but maybe he’s new to some of you. 
The 8-year-old Jonathan Sheppard-bred jumper is by Senor Swinger out of Maternity Leave.

Overnegotiate, third race. Repole Stable’s 4-year-old filly is by Overdriven out of Contractual.

Sweet Offer, fourth race. Lee Lewis’ 3-year-old filly is by Candy Ride out of Fair Exchange. 

Hail, sixth race. Juddmonte Farm’s homebred 3-year-old filly is out of Rising Tornado.

Guacamole, 10th race. Because, well, everybody likes Guacamole. And we sure hope Larry 
Collmus gets to yell, “Holy Guacamole” at the top of the stretch.

Tod Marks
Horse Hat. Gina Forder of Stanhope, N.J. made sure Justify (or a reasonable facsimile 
thereof) made it to Saratoga this year as part of Sunday’s hat contest.

Darley859-255-8537 
www.darleyamerica.com

SELLING THIS YEAR: first foals by the
record-breaking Frosted, the bestever by
Tapit and ranked by Beyer as America’s
fastest miler since Speed Figures began.

THEY’RE
GR-R-REAT!

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/frosted?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Frosted&utm_campaign=Stallions
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WORTH REPEATING
“Tom gets to go on a private plane to Canada and I get to go to the prison.”

The Special’s Shayna Tiller, after Law went to Fort Erie  
and she was scheduling a trip to Wallkill Prison for a story 

“I never breathe when she races.” 
Bloodstock agent Liz Crow on watching Monomoy Girl run 

“Jenn’s over at Yonkers. We had a few in over there. I guarantee when I get back to my locker 
there will be 10 texts on my phone.”

Driver Joe Bongiorno on the absence of sister, trainer Jenn Bongiorno, 
when Evenin Of Pleasure won the Gerrity Pace Saturday night.

 She sent out winner Abner The Great at the Hilltop

“Whatever he wants.” 
Joe Bongiorno joked when asked if he would give 2 percent to Billy Dobson, who caused

 a speed duel that set up for Evenin Of Pleasure’s Gerrity Pace win Saturday night.

“It’s such a cool place. Me and my brother will just drive for hours looking at all the farms.”
Bryson Cox, when Lexington was brought up Saturday morning

“The Motion tack shop is not open.”
Assistant trainer Alice Clapham, when Leigh Delacour approached to borrow equipment

 
“Can any of you tell me what that siren means?”

Security guard as the loose-horse alarm blared Wednesday morning in the stable area

“I love reading it, to me it’s one of the best things about Saratoga, getting The Special.”
Trainer Jeremiah Englehart (you hear that advertisers?)

here&there... at Saratoga
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during the racing season. 
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The Saratoga Special, thisishorseracing.com
Thoroughbred Racing Calendar, The Best of The Saratoga Special. 

Call us about your editorial needs.

Home Office: 364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F, Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 392-5867 • Fax (410) 392-0170

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“My wife’s friend called her and said, 

‘Dennis is starring in a movie.’ ”
The Morning Line Kitchen’s Dennis Zoitos,  

when Big Fat Greek Wedding debuted

 Allan
Lavin
 Bloodstock
ALLAN G. LAVIN, JR.
allanlavinbloodstock.com 
alavinbloodstock@gmail.com
(502) 773-0043

An affiliate of

NICOMA®

®

Contact Price Bell at 859.321.5117 or visit www.nicoma.com

Mating that produced Kentucky Derby G1 and Travers G1 winner,

STREET SENSE

Lee Thomas ©Portfolio ManagementPortfolio ManagementPortfolio Management

http://www.nicoma.com/
http://allanlavinbloodstock.com/
https://www.brookledge.com/
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EMBRACE THE RACE®
327 Broadway

Saratoga Springs

embracetherace.com

Wear What You Love™

Now on Broadway.

Loyalty.  Service.  Consistency.

TLore is the only stable management system we have used in 
nearly twenty years of training. Tracy goes above and beyond to 
meet our individual needs, all at an extremely competitive price.

 – Todd Pletcher Racing Stable

“

TLore is a Thoroughbred Racehorse Management 
Service. For more information contact Tracy Attfield

(954) 647-3220   |   TLore.net

“

TLore

TAMARKUZ
4-Time GSW over $1.8 Million

Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager 
859-224-4585 
www.shadwellfarm.com

Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile-G1over Gun Runner • Godolphin Mile -G2, etc.
1st Foals Arrived this Year

by Speightstown 

WORTH REPEATING
“I found my horse, I can’t find my trainer.”

John Velazquez, searching the paddock before the 11th race, looking for Todd Pletcher

“Talking gardening, man.”
Tom Law, as he and Sean Clancy compared each other’s gardens late Saturday night

“My father would kill me.”
Shayna Tiller, after witnessing all the risque fashion choices Opening Day

“I like Kentucky-bred Girvin.”
Bumper sticker in Joe Sharp’s tack room

“Better than Facebook.”
Exercise rider Hannah Sandwick, putting down her phone 

and grabbing a copy of The Special Sunday morning 

“It’s always a tough race, I’ve gotten beat that way, too.”
 Jockey John Velazquez after winning the Diana by a nose aboard Sistercharlie 

here&there... at Saratoga

Tod Marks
No Jockey Required. Officer Sydney puts on a show after losing Ross Geraghty 
early in Wednesday’s first race.

https://embracetherace.com/
http://shadwellfarm.com/
https://www.tlore.net/main/index.cfm?


6 Thursday, July 26, 2018The saraToga special

WORTH REPEATING
“That’s not a hat, that’s an umbrella.”

The Special’s Sean Clancy while watching the hat contest Sunday

“That’s not a hat or an umbrella, that’s a roof.”
The Special’s Tom Law 

“You’ve been rocking that jacket since you started your paper.”
Trainer Jonathan Thomas to The Special’s Sean Clancy (Thomas is correct, the jacket 

is from the Hong Kong International Races in 2000, The Special started in 2001)

“The person who got me into polo was Allen Jerkens.”
Owner Peter Brant

“I might bring her back in the Beverly D. I know it’s three weeks, but this filly is strong, she’s got 
a lot of constitution about her, she’s lightly raced.”

Trainer Chad Brown, moments after Sistercharlie won the Diana

“I watched all but two.”
The Special’s Tom Law, after Ryan Jones said he only watched two World Cup games

“He’s a jockey.”
Joe Clancy to Sean Clancy after he called 

 Justin Spieth Scott, during the final round of the British Open
 
“In a way, I already am.”

Tom Law to Sean Clancy, who asked if he wanted to be his assistant

“It’s Here and There, not the Declaration of Independence.”
The Special’s Joe Clancy, as this page was being proofed for far too long 

“My son walked by me and said, ‘Why are you crying reading The Saratoga Special?’ ”
Matt Nielsen, after reading a teary Cup of Coffee

Barbara Livingston: “What happened to all your hair?”
Steve Asmussen: “. . .”
Tony Jaccino: “I heard they had to put a twitch on you.”
Steve Asmussen: “I flinched. You could’ve bedded a stall with it.”

“My horse won yesterday and that was a good thing, because I need the money now.”
Owner, speaking for all owners everywhere

“This is an area of standers.”
Doc Richardson, trying to explain the vast sets of horses standing on the outside 

rail of the Oklahoma training track’s first turn (Clement, McGaughey, Mott)

“This thing could  cure a broken heart.”
– New Castle Farm’s James “J. J.” Crupi

We can’t make any promises in that area, but the cold spa at Crupi’s New Castle Farm in Ocala, Florida  
will help your horse the same way it helped Liam’s Map, Army Mule and all the others over the years.

Six-furlong Training Track  •  Starting Gate  •  Cold Saltwater Spa  •  Vibration Therapy Stalls
Turnout Paddocks  •  All Levels of Training  •  “Halo Therapy” Salt Treatments

newcastlefarm.com  •  info@newcastlefarm.com
Call J.J. Crupi for more information: (352) 427-1600  •  (352) 840-5400  •  (866) 313-5400

Matthew J. Nielsen
Ed Kasperavich, CFA
Deborah Stackpole 

Managing Directors 
Sports & Entertainment Group

mnielsen@stonecrestpartners.com

Your investment  
future starts  

 here… Securities offered through Stonecrest Capital Markets, member  
FINRA/SIPC Advisory services offered through Stonecrest Advisors, Inc.

here&there... at Saratoga

Maryland, My Maryland
Country Life Farm’s 2018 Foal Crop

Maryland-bred filly by MOSLER (War Front) o/o 
Broken Trust Fund. Mosler: G3-placed/multiple 
SW who raced on dirt & turf, sold for $1 million 
as a yearling. This filly looks like him, look for 
her at the fall sales…
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Josh Pons 443-807-0644  v Mike Pons 410-459-8517 v Christy Holden 410-808-1325 
Bel Air, MD 21014 • 410.879.1952 v www.countrylifefarm.com v info@countrylifefarm.com

http://www.stonecrestpartners.com/
http://www.countrylifefarm.com/
http://newcastlefarm.com/
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The New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association

www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337   
 visit us on Facebook

“Mr. Dreyfus said to me, ‘Why don’t you just come work for me? 
I’ll claim horses, buy horses, whatever you want. I’ll give you 
$50,000 guaranteed.’ I said, ‘I would rather have $30,000 and 10 
percent.’ He said, ‘You are stupid.’ I said, ‘If I can’t win that 
much money with these horses, I don’t want them and you 
don’t want me.’ They always won that.”

– Trainer Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

The Chief . . . Day 4
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www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Building two-year-olds  
one individual at a time 

Two-year-old prep,
sales, partnerships

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com

MBA Prep

Presented by 

Proud to support Thoroughbred aftercare

P
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of the 
Day

http://hammertowninsurance.com/
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Tom Albertrani is on the move 
during training hours. The classic-win-
ning trainer splits time between his 
string on the main track and Godol-
phin’s Greentree Training Center. 

The main-track string is housed in a 
quiet corner of the backstretch in Barn 
24 with a few others in Barn 23. Dan 
Stupp oversees that string while Al-
bertrani is assisted by Dave Wallace at 
Greentree.

“The year has been going pretty 
well,” Albertani said. “If it wasn’t for a 
couple of photo finishes, it would have 
been a whole lot sweeter. We still have 
another half-year to go, that’s usually 
when we start picking things up a lit-
tle more. We’re optimistic, we still have 
some nice horses running.”

Albertrani enjoyed had a solid Belmont Park 
spring meeting, hitting at 19 percent from 37 start-
ers with another seven seconds. Albertrani has re-
ceived a handful of horses from Don Alberto Corp. 
The trainer has won at least one race with every 
Don Alberto horse he has started this year. The 
Chilean-based outfit owns Andina Del Sur, who 
won the Grade 3 Florida Oaks earlier this year for 
Albertrani.

Albertrani started seven runners Opening Week-
end, two of which were narrowly defeated in run-
ner-up finishes. After a trip back on the golf cart 
from Greentree to his barn on the backstretch, he 
took a few minutes to talk to The Special’s Ben 
Gowans following training Tuesday.

Sadler’s Joy: The big horse. Last year’s winner of the Grade 
1 Sword Dancer for Woodslane Farm started his year off with 
a win the Grade 2 Mac Diarmida and finished second in each 
of the long-distance Grade 1s offered at Belmont. “I was really 
proud of how he ran last time in the Man o’ War. I thought that 
was one of his best races, cutting back to a mile-and-a-quarter, 
which isn’t his best distance. I thought he put in a real good 
effort. He’s sharp and ready to go. He likes it up here. He looks 
great and he’s been enjoying the cooler weather. He can still be 
a little bit of a handful at times, which you want to see. I get a 
little nervous when I see them too quiet. I like to see them a 
little bit aggressive, and he’s been doing that since we’ve been 
here. I couldn’t be any happier going up to a race on the way 
he’s been training and the way he looks.”

Andina Del Sur: A winner going 6 furlongs in her first start 
last fall at Belmont’s fall meet, 3-year-old daughter of Giant’s 
Causeway placed in two stakes at Gulfstream this winter before 
winning the Grade 3 Florida Oaks at Tampa Bay Downs. She 
finished fourth Opening Day in the Grade 3 Lake George.  “I 
was hoping to see her a little closer but she wasn’t beaten very 
far off. There’s room for improvement with her. Maybe we’ll 
look at the Lake Placid.”

No Regrets: Chalk Racing’s gelding finished second Sunday 
in a starter allowance. The turf sprinter has finished second 
in three of his six starts this year. “He ran huge. He’s a horse 
that has been improving and just now starting to come into his 
own. I was a little surprised he got caught the other day but his 
form has been improving, I’ve been really happy about that.”

Beau Belle: Mark Anderson’s 3-year-old filly placed in maid-
en races in Kentucky last fall and this spring. She almost won 
in her first start for Albertrani Saturday, coming up just a neck 
short in a 1 3/16-mile turf maiden. “She came to me about a 
month ago. I got a call from Mark Anderson and they decided 
they wanted to move the horse here to me. We really liked the 
way she trained going into the first race. She’s a half-sister to 
Sadler’s Joy’s mother so she’s got some pedigree there. She 
ran a really good race and I was proud of her. Hopefully she 
can improve off that.”

Andarta: Chris Larsen’s 2-year-old Declaration Of War filly 
finished fifth in New York-bred maiden special weight Opening 
Day. “She ran big. I thought she was going to pull the upset, 
just came up a little short. She’ll get a lot of experience out of 
that first start and could be tough next time around.”

Fully Vested: Four-year-old Discreet Cat 
gelding makes third start in today’s seventh, 
a 6-furlong maiden special weight. Third in a 
similar maiden here last year, he hasn’t been 
out since finishing seventh Sept. 1. “He’s been 
training forwardly. He’s had some time off. He’s 
had some minor issues he’s had in the past but 
he always seems to run well up here. Hopefully 
we can get his maiden broken.”

Lunaire: Four-year-old Malibu Moon gelding 
is entered in Saturday’s sixth, a 1-mile allow-
ance on the turf. “He’s running the same day as 
Sadler’s Joy, his half-brother. He’s done pret-
ty well. He’s always getting a piece of purses, 
hopefully there’s also some room for improve-
ment with him as well.”

Itsakeyper: Homebred for Rob Masiello and 
Albertrani, 2-year-old daughter of Brilliant Speed 

is out of the Discreet Cat mare Finders Key. Albertrani trained 
the sire and dam. Finders Key was sold by Darley at auction 
and Albertrani later claimed her for Masiello in her second to 
last start. Itsakeyper is her first foal. “She made the radar, huh? 
She’s been training really well down at Belmont. I ran her on 
the dirt first time because she was working really well. Brilliant 
Speed was the same way. I got fooled by running him on the 
dirt first and he got buried twice. There’s a long story behind 
how we got her and how we named her. The mare was really, 
really fast in the mornings. She ran a couple of nice races for 
me. She ended up being sold off in one of the sales up here 
in Saratoga. I just kind of followed her, I claimed her back one 
day for $16,000 just because she had never tried the turf and 
I had a gut feeling she might like it. I ran her back for $25,000 
and won in 1:08.2. She had an issue after that and we had to 
stop on her and then I bred her to Brilliant Speed. We weren’t 
sure if we were going to sell this filly or not. We decided to 
keep her and we called her Itsakeyper with a little pun on the 
mare’s name.”

Ready For Rye: Chalk Racing’s 6-year-old City Zip gelding 
has been in the top three in 18 of his 28 starts and banked 
$817,090. Capable on all surfaces, he won an off-the-turf op-
tional at Belmont at the end of May and was seventh in the 
Grade 3 Parx Dash July 7. “We’re looking at probably the Troy 
with him. Last race, we ran him at Parx. He didn’t get a great 
break and had a rough trip. He runs well up here too. Hopefully 
he can pick it back up.”

Fear No Evil: Maryland-bred 4-year-old filly didn’t break her 
maiden until her 11th start last August at Laurel Park. She’s 
found a home sprinting on turf and has won three times since. 

Every day at Saratoga, The Special  
presents an exclusive Stable Tour 

with a Saratoga trainer.

See thisishorseracing.com
for the full season.

with  
Tom Albertrani

Sean Clancy
Trainer Tom Albertrani’s shedrow on the main-track side.

http://www.fasigtipton.com/
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“She’s been in great form. She’s really come 
around as an older filly. Her last race was very 
impressive. We’ll probably just try to knock 
out the three-other-than allowance race here 
in about a week.”

Special Thing: Don Alberto 3-year-old 
homebred daughter of Tapit out of the Storm 
Cat mare Smara posted her her first gate work 
for Albertrani Saturday, a half-mile in :49.11. 
“She came to me about a month ago. Been 
training forwardly. We’ll probably get her 
started in a week or so, just kind of see how 
she does. At first, she was a little bit high-
strung, but she got into the program and ac-
tually has done pretty well.”

Lady Montdore: A winner in France for An-
dre Fabre, Godolphin homebred was third in 
the Group 3 Prix Minerve at Deauville last Au-
gust. Four-year-old filly is by Medaglia D’Oro 
out of Grade 1 winner and Breeders’ Cup Dis-
taff runner-up Hystericalady. “She’ll make her 
U.S. debut here in a couple weeks. Another fil-
ly who looks like she can show some promise 
going into these longer races on grass. She’s 
here for turf but dirt might be something we 
can try later.”

Kentucky Wildcat: Go Cats. Chestnut 
2-year-old colt is a son of Tapit and the Al-
bertrani-trained Better Lucky, a multiple Grade 
1 winner on turf and runner-up in the 2014 
Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare Sprint. Two-year-
old Godolphin homebred has worked out the 
gate in his last two breezes. “He’s out of Better 
Lucky and by Tapit, so there’s a lot of pedigree 
there. He’s been working well. He’ll make his 
debut pretty soon. Don’t know what surface 
he’s going to prefer, but we’ll try dirt and see 
how he handles it.”

Spa Treatment: Chester and Mary Bro-
man’s 4-year-old Bernardini filly broke her 
maiden in her 11th start at Aqueduct in April. 
New York-bred was third in an allowance clos-
ing week at Belmont. “Named after Saratoga 
right? She ran well last time, had a lot trouble. 
We’ll give her a little space between her races 
and see her run up here short on the grass.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

thisishorseracing.com 

Home of The Special & more

H e l p i n g  o u r  c l i e n t s ,  
a n d  t h e i r  h o r s e s ,  s u c c e e d  a t  t h e  

h i g h e s t  l e v e l s  i n  r a c i n g .

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses  

include 49 individual Grade 1 winners.

Just some of the races they’ve won.

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

A . G .  VA N D E R B I LT 

A LC I B I A D E S

A R L I N G TO N  M I L L I O N  

AW E S O M E  AG A I N 

B E L M O N T  D E R BY

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  C L A S S I C

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  T U R F  ( 2 )

BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY & MARE TURF 

D E L AWA R E  H A N D I C A P 

D O N N  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

D U B A I  W O R L D  C U P

F LO R I DA  D E R BY

F R A N K  K I L R O E  M I L E 

F R I Z E T T E

G A R D E N  C I T Y

G R A N D  N AT I O N A L  H U R D L E

H A S K E L L  I N V I TAT I O N A L

H O L LY W O O D  T U R F  C U P

I R O Q U O I S  H U R D L E  ( 2 )

J O E  H I R S C H  T U R F  C L A S S I C  ( 2 )

K E N T U C K Y  D E R BY  ( 2 )

K I N G ’ S  B I S H O P

LO N E S O M E  G LO R Y  H U R D L E

M A K E R ’ S  4 6  M I L E  ( 3 )

M A N H AT TA N  ( 2 )

M A N  O ’  WA R  ( 4 )

M AT R I A R C H  ( 2 )

M E T R O P O L I TA N  M I L E

N E A R C T I C  S TA K E S

P R I O R E S S

Q U E E N  E L I Z A B E T H  I I

S H A D W E L L  T U R F  M I L E

S P I N AWAY  ( 2 )

S P I N S T E R

S W O R D  DA N C E R  ( 4 )

T E S T

U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  ( 2 )

VA N I T Y  H A N D I C A P

W H I T N E Y  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

W O O D  M E M O R I A L

http://fairhilletc.com/
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BY JOE CLANCY
A dark bay 4-year-old walks 

around the Saratoga Race Course 
paddock Wednesday morning, look-
ing like a throwback to a time of 
long-limbed, angular horses only 
slightly removed from old paintings. 
He wears a black hood that covers his 
face and ears, a kineton noseband for 
extra control and a look of half-won-
der and all potential.

About a year ago, he joined the 
barn of Hall of Fame trainer Jonathan 
Sheppard – unraced, un-pretty much 
anything really. Today he runs in the 
$175,000 A.P. Smithwick Memorial, 
a Grade 1 hurdle stakes. He’s Irani-
stan, and he’s won three hurdle starts 
by a combined 27 1/2 lengths. The 

Kentucky-bred might be America’s 
next great steeplechaser. He might 
also be an overmatched newcomer 
facing the likes of Modem (24 starts 
over jumps), All The Way Jose (23), 
Overwhelming (17), Personal Start 
(14), Oskar Denarius (15) and Show 
Court (10). Sheppard, owner Hudson 
River Farm, jockey Darren Nagle and 
the rest of us will find out slightly af-
ter 1 p.m. today.

 “He’s been very impressive beat-
ing up on lesser horses,” said Shep-
pard Wednesday morning. “Now he’s 
running against seasoned old pros. Tod Marks

Iranistan and Keri Brion jog on the back ring at the Oklahoma Annex Wednesday.

A.P. SMITHWICK PREVIEW

Dark Horse
Four-year-old Iranistan looks  
to extend streak in Gr. 1 hurdle

Continued On Page 12 

http://www.brisnet.com/content/
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VIRGINIA
IS FOR

Send your babies to Virginia for at least 6 months before December 31st of  their two-year-old year and earn 
25% more when you win in NY, NJ, PA, DE, MD and WV.

For more information, see vabred.org.

Virginia Thoroughbred Association
250 West Main Street, Suite 100, Charlottesville, VA 22902

(434) 977-3716

BABIES

Photo courtesy of  Richard Clay.

https://www.vabred.org/
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It’s a little different. He is very ath-
letic, he has bottomless stamina. He’s 
not very fast, that’s why he’s a jumper 
not a flat horse I guess, but the further 
he goes the stronger he seems to get.”

Bred by Molly Vogel’s Crossed Sa-
bres Stable, Iranistan was with train-
er Linda Rice in New York last year 
when he was put on a van headed to 
Fair Hill Training Center. Sheppard’s 
Pennsylvania farm was the ultimate 
destination for the unraced 3-year-
old, though the career path held a 
certain mystery. Sheppard tried the 
turf at Laurel Park twice, and Irani-
stan lost by 11 lengths both times. At 
Gulfstream Park this winter, the train-
er tried twice more. Iranistan finished 
third in a $20,000 maiden claimer 
and sixth for a $35,000 tag. Shep-
pard, whose career includes Eclipse 
Award winners on the flat and over 
jumps, called Vogel.

“He’s not showing a whole lot on 
the flat, but we’ve popped him over a 
few things as we do with a lot of them 
and he seems like he’d be a really nice 
type for a jumper,” Sheppard said to 
the owner. “She had one cheap, old 
claiming horse with us and she said she 
didn’t really want another jumper.”

Sheppard made her an offer, she ac-
cepted, and Iranistan became a hurdle 
horse. Racing for Ed Swyer’s Hudson 
River Farm, the son of Einstein won 
his debut at Camden, S.C. by 11 1/2 
lengths in late March, backed that up 
with a 10-length romp in April and 
then thumped novice stakes foes in a 
$100,000 race at the Iroquois in May. 
Sheppard mainly felt jump racing was 
a way out for a flat horse staring at a 
dead end.

“We ran him a couple times (on 
the flat) and it looked like if I ran him 
where he could win we could quite 
likely lose him so I thought he was 
too nice a horse just to throw him to 
the wolves,” Sheppard said. “How do 
you know? I could have given (Vogel) 
this big buildup and he could have 
been a bum. You never know until 
you try.”

Sheppard and other steeplechase 
trainers constantly scout for pros-
pects, utilizing pedigree, speed fig-
ures, running style, conformation and 
anything else to divine potential. And 
then the ideal prospect simply shows 
up one day.

“He’s a very attractive horse, ex-
actly my type,” Sheppard said while 
watching Iranistan step around the 
paddock. “People think jumpers 
should be really big, but I like them 
almost not to be too big. Aesthetical-
ly, I like a big horse but from a practi-

cal standpoint to me he’s just an ideal 
type – big enough to carry the weight 
and get the distance, but not so big 
that he has soundness or wind prob-
lems.”

Even against the big names with 
Grade 1 form, Iranistan will be for-
wardly placed in today’s 2 1/16-mile 
race. His stride and cruising speed 
will see to that. So will his bold jump-
ing, and the sharpness installed by a 1 
1/2-mile turf maiden win at Delaware 
Park July 4. Nagle and Sheppard 
would love to get a little cover early, 
to ease the inexperience doubts, and 
then let the race flow determine when 
to make an impact. Of course, that’s 
the ideal trip for pretty much every 
horse in the race.

The Smithwick hinges around Mo-
dem, whose hard-luck American ca-
reer includes five starts – and five sec-
onds – all in Grade 1 company. The 
8-year-old won four times over jumps 
while racing in England and Ireland, 
but has settled for bridesmaid honors 
each time in this country – twice at 
Saratoga last summer, once at Bel-
mont Park, by a dirty nose in the 
$400,000 Grand National last Octo-
ber and then in the Grade 1 Iroquois 
in his only start this year. 

All those quality starts earned the 
9-5 favorite the 156-pound high-
weight assignment. He’ll give 2017 ri-

val All The Way Jose 2, Personal Start 
10, Show Court 12, Iranistan 13, 
Overwhelming 18 and English arrival 
Oskar Denarius 20 (pending jockey 
overweights). Jack Doyle rides the fa-
vorite for Elizabeth Voss and owner 
Bob Kinsley.

The Sheppard-trained All The Way 
Jose (Ross Geraghty, 5-2) looks to 
get back on track after falling in the 
Iroquois. Personal Start (Barry Fo-
ley, 9-2) rides a three-race winning 
streak for trainer Richard Valentine 
and makes his Grade 1 debut. Show 
Court (Mikey Mitchell, 12-1) won 
here last summer and tuned up for 
this with a third on the flat at Suffolk 
Downs. Veteran Overwhelming (Sean 
McDermott, 12-1) seeks his first jump 
wins since 2015 for trainer Jack Fish-
er, who took down Wednesday stee-
plechase opener. English raider Oskar 
Denarius (Tom Garner, 15-1) brings 
five wins, three this year, for trainer 
Ben Pauling. 

NOTES: First run in 1980, the 
Smithwick has been won by two 
4-year-olds – Mickey Free in 1987 
and the Sheppard-trained Round The 
Bay in 1981. Sheppard won steeple-
chase Eclipse Awards with 4-year-
olds Highland Bud (1989), Flatterer 
(1983) and Martie’s Anger (1979). 

Smithwick –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Trainer Elizabeth Voss and Smithwick favorite Modem hope to clean up today.

Tod Marks
All The Way Jose stops traffic on Fifth Avenue Wednesday morning.
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BY SEAN CLANCY 
Morning-line favorite Modem puts his streak 

on the line in today’s A.P. Smithwick Memori-
al. The streak is impressive and dubious. From 
2 1/16 miles to 3 miles, from Saratoga (twice) 
to Belmont Park to Far Hills to the Iroquois in 
Nashville, the British-bred 8-year-old has finished 
second in five consecutive Grade 1 stakes. Owned 
by Bob Kinsley, trained by Elizabeth Voss and 
ridden by Jack Doyle, Modem has been a model 
of consistency and a source of frustration all at 
the same time. 

When horses finish second in any race, jockeys 
lament the moves that didn’t work, the gaps that 
didn’t open, the racing luck that didn’t happen, 
but when it comes to Modem’s five losses, Doyle 
would barely change a thing.  

“Something came and beat him every time, 
that’s all,” Doyle said. “There’s not a lot differ-

ent I would do in any of his races. He’s tried his 
heart out every time, he’s given his all. He does 
try, a couple of them he could have been third or 
fourth. I’ve never come back and kicked myself 
and said, ‘I should have done this, I should have 
done that.’ That would be hard to take.”

July 27, 2017. The A.P. Smithwick Memorial. 
Saratoga. 2 1/16 miles. 

In his American debut, Modem settled near 
the back, gradually moved forward but was al-
ways one position behind upset winner Swansea 
Mile, in receipt of 14 pounds. 

“After about three-quarters of a mile I thought 
I was going to have to pull him up, he felt like he 
was going nowhere, but every time I asked him, 
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Tod Marks
Modem has finished second in five consecutive races.

A.P. SMITHWICK PREVIEW
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he kept picking up and finding, just a horse with a much lighter weight came 
and got him late,” Doyle said. “The gaps were tightening and I pushed him 
through, he’s only that high and he barged his way through them.” 

August 24, 2017. The New York Turf Writers Cup. Saratoga. 2 3/8 miles. 
Doyle settled Modem in seventh and again gradually moved forward but 

couldn’t withstand a rush from lightweight Diplomat and Bernie Dalton.
“He ran huge again that day, another horse with a light weight came and 

beat him, we were giving him 18 pounds. I think Bernie had a plan in his head 
that he was going to follow me and he followed me everywhere and just came 
by him in the last furlong. He had a perfect trip the whole way, touch wood, he 
rarely misses a fence, he might not be pretty, but he’s quick and agile,” Doyle 
said. “Again, there’s not a lot I would have done differently, he kind of just has 
that one speed, he keeps going, you can ride him anywhere, if they go slow you 
can be handy, if they go quick you can set him in and you know he’s going to 
come running, you can put him anywhere.”

September 21, 2017. The Lonesome Glory. Belmont Park. 2 ¼ miles. 
Sent off the favorite for the third consecutive time, Modem found a spot in 

fourth behind the tepid pace of Charminster and All The Way Jose. The latter 
picked it up late and Modem failed to catch him. 

“He got to the All The Way Jose but just couldn’t get by him that day, he 
was giving him 14 pounds. He had an easy lead, but we had no excuse,” Doyle 
said. “Not one jump, not one thing, I was happy the whole way, he never 
missed a beat, I could have done with two fences in the straight but probably 
most people are going to say that.” 

October 21, 2017. The Grand National. 2 5/8 miles. 
This is the one that hurts, not by the effort or the luck, but just by the 

margin, a-never-get-over-this-one nose. Mr. Hot Stuff and All The Way Jose 
volleyed on the lead, Modem, carrying equal weight for the first time, charged 
up the hill, wrestled a short lead coming up the rise to the final hurdle, slipped 
to third on landing before clawing his way into the middle of the three-horse 
photo behind Mr. Hot Stuff and in front All The Way Jose. 

“The only thing he did that day, maybe, was jump the last too well, he stood 
outside the wings and just landed a hair flat when he was coming with his run, 
the two had actually come by him and he’s battled to try to get his head back 
in front and just ran out of time, I was probably a head in front going to the 
last, they both jumped it a little quicker, my fellow was really long and brave 
but he landed just a bit flat, it just took him a stride to get going where they 
landed galloping. I didn’t have a choice, if I sat and popped, I would have been 
2 lengths down. That one was tough, the rest of them were a length or a length 
or two, that one was tough.”

May 12, 2018. The Iroquois. 3 miles. 
Tackling 3 miles for the first time, Modem inherited the lead when All The 

Way Jose fell but couldn’t stave off Zanjabeel who drew off to win by 5 lengths. 
“Three miles, first run of the year was a big ask,” Doyle said. “He did all he 

could do, he probably got in front too soon, if your man had beaten me a half 
length, I would have said I was there way too soon but I was beat between two 
out and one out, he got tired that day.” 

As for today, Doyle and Modem will try again while giving 2 to 20 pounds 
to their six rivals. 

“He’s had a bit of a break, but he seems like he’s in great order, there’s loads 
of pace, hopefully they’ll take each other on, I’ll jump him out to sit where he 
travels and go from there,” Doyle said. “You just jump him out and let him sit 
where he’s happy to travel, you have to let him do his thing.”

And hope it’s not finishing second yet again.  

Modem –
 Continued from page 14

https://www.trfinc.org/
https://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
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BY SHAYNA TILLER

Weekend Hideaway popped his head over the 
stall guard late Wednesday morning, eyes bright 
and wide as he surveyed the shed row. Rain fell 
gently outside, the chestnut’s ears flicking back and 
forth with each drop. He watched a groom cleaning 
tack, sticking his tongue out for attention as she 
neared. 

Stabled to the left of Phil Serpe’s office, Week-
end Hideaway feels as much in charge as his trainer. 
The 8-year-old horse will make his 48th start for 
Serpe and Red and Black Stable in the $100,000 
John Morrissey Stakes for state-breds going 6 1/2 
furlongs on the main track.

“It is surprising, especially for a sprinter and a 
horse that works as fast as he does and runs the 
races he runs,” said Serpe. “He’s at an age where he 
took care of us for a long time and now I’m taking 
care of him.

“It’s been great. Everybody loves that horse. He’s 
got a big following around the racetrack because 
he’s been around for so long.”

The son of Speightstown is Serpe’s top perform-
er, with 12 wins – eight in stakes races – multiple 
stakes placings and $1,079,212 in earnings. Week-
end Hideaway won at least one stakes race every 
year since debuting as a 2-year-old in 2012.

“We were always hoping we could win a graded 
stakes with him,” said Serpe. “He’s got a reason-
ably decent pedigree and he’s a multiple stakes win-
ner. We were hoping he could stand in New York 
and we still are but we haven’t been able to win a 
graded stakes with him yet. He’s got such longevi-
ty and determination and he’s just a real racehorse 
that I would breed a mare to.

“He’s a horse horse. He can be tough but he’s 
very smart. I spend a lot of time with him myself. 
I usually walk him in the afternoons or graze him. 
It’s a little tough around here, especially with the 
racetrack right next to our barn.”

After finishing sixth in the Hudson Handicap 

at Belmont in October, Weekend Hideaway took a 
break and began training again at Gulfstream Park 
this spring. He moved to Belmont in April, finished 
third in the Affirmed Success, second in a sloppy 
sealed allowance May 27 and fifth in a turf allow-
ance July 11.

“When he needs time off he kind of tells you in 
his races,” said Serpe. “I don’t really pay attention 
to his last race. I tried him back on the turf because 
he won a stake when he was a 2-year-old on the 
turf and we tried it and it didn’t work out. He’ll be 
turning back from 7 furlongs to 6 1/2 and going 
from turf to dirt so it should work out good.”

Weekend Hideaway won the 2014 John Mor-
rissey, and entered in last year’s edition but was 
scratched due to an abscess.

“He missed this race last year, which was a shame 
because it was sloppy too,” said Serpe. “He’s pretty 
fond of a wet track and we’re supposed to get a lot 
of rain, so we’re pretty excited about running him.”

With a forecast of thunderstorms, Serpe is excit-
ed about the race.

“Hopefully it’ll be soup out there. Unless there’s 
something bugging him, he usually runs really well 
in the slop,” said Serpe. “You have to be concerned 
about a couple of the horses that are in there, but 
it’s Saratoga and you have to be concerned about 
everybody in the race. You never get surprised 
around here by horses getting up and winning.”

Gary Contessa sends out the pair of Mighty 

Zealous and Runaway Lute. After struggling 
through gate issues as a 2-year-old and a knee in-
jury as a 3-year-old, Harold Lerner and Nehoc Sta-
bles’ Runaway Lute was given the winter off to heal 
and mature. 

“He won a stake big as a 2-year-old and after that 
he kind of lost his brain and had absolutely horrific 
gate problems,” said Contessa. “We brought him 
here and he was an absolute lunatic in the gate.

“We gave him this winter off to recover from the 
knee injury, it was just a bad sprain and he came 
back and he’s a different horse. He’s matured out of 
his gate issues and he’s very, very good. He is back 
on his game.”

Jason Servis sends out the 5-2 morning-line fa-
vorite Eye Luv Lulu for owner Michael Dubb fresh 
off a third in the Grade 2 Belmont Sprint Champi-
onship. 

The lightly raced Long Haul Bay is next on the 
line at 3-1 and goes for Alpha Delta Stables and 
Chad Brown. The 4-year-old son of Quality Road 
finished second in the Grade 3 Maryland Sprint on 
a sloppy sealed track at Pimlico on the Preakness 
undercard last time out.

Charlton Baker sends out co-3-1 second choice 
Gold for the King, who won by 5 3/4 lengths in his 
last allowance start at Belmont July 7. Completing 
the field are T Loves a Fight for Michelle Nevin and 
Celtic Chaos for Brad Cox.

Tod Marks
Weekend Hideaway takes on the John Morrissey again this year.

Back For 
More

Weekend Hideaway 
bids for second win 
in NY-bred stakes

JOHN MORRISSEY PREVIEW
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The NY-sired NY-bred (by Freud) garnered
millionaire status winning the New York S-G2

at Belmont Park on June 8.

The NY-sired NY-bred (by Disco Rico)
world-record setter earned millionaire status

while becoming a two-time winner of the
Jaipur Invt’l S-G2 at Belmont Park on June 9.

nytbreeders.org  518.587.0777

Visit our website or call 518.388.0174
ADAM COGLIANESE PHOTOS

With performance like this, shouldn’t you be buying and racing registered NY-BREDS?
Saratoga Selected Yearlings — Aug. 6-7  •  Saratoga NY-Bred Preferred Yearlings — Aug. 11-12
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Thursday, July 26.

1ST (1:00PM). $175,000,  - A.P. SMITHWICK MEMORIAL, 4&UP, 2 1/16M (HURDLE)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Iranistan ......................... D. Nagle ........................... J. Sheppard .................. 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Modem (GB) .................. J. Doyle ........................... E. Voss ......................... 9-5
3  ..... 3 ............Oskar Denarius (IRE) ..... T. Garner .......................... B. Pauling ................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............All the Way Jose............. R. Geraghty ..................... J. Sheppard .................. 5-2
5  ..... 5 ............Overwhelming ................ S. McDermott .................. J. Fisher ..................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Personal Start ................ B. Foley ............................ R. Valentine .................. 9-2
7  ..... 7 ............Show Court (IRE) ........... M. Mitchell ...................... A. Kingsley, Jr............. 12-1

2ND (1:33PM). $37,000, MCL $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 2 ............Tom’s Music ................... P. Fragoso ........................ C. Martin ...................... 6-1
1a  .... 6 ............Huracan ......................... E. Cancel .......................... N. Follett ....................... 6-1
2  ..... 1 ............Star That Shines ............. K. Carmouche .................. M. Trombetta .............. 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Gravitating ..................... M. Franco ........................ J. Englehart .................. 5-2
4  ..... 4 ............Generalist ....................... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............Brightest Star ................. L. Saez ............................. G. Contessa ................ 12-1
6  ..... 7 ............The Chamo ..................... J. Rosario ........................ G. Contessa .................. 6-1
7  ..... 8 ............El Cucuy ......................... J. Velazquez ..................... M. Nevin ....................... 5-1
8  ..... 9 ............Ego................................. J. Lezcano ....................... D. Cannizzo ................ 15-1

3RD (2:06PM). $92,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... MTO ......No Need to Appeal ......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 6-5
2  ..... MTO ......Picture Day .................... J. Alvarado ...................... L. Rice .......................... 3-1
3  ..... MTO ......Lezendary ...................... . Rider TBA ...................... R. Rodriguez ................ 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Quality Time (IRE) .......... J. Castellano .................... C. Clement.................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Annie Rocks ................... J. Lezcano ....................... C. Martin ...................... 9-2
6  ..... 6 ............China Rider .................... K. Carmouche .................. D. Cannizzo .................. 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Black Canary .................. J. Ortiz ............................. M. Casse ...................... 9-5
8  ..... 8 ............Overnegotiate ................. J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 5-1
9  ..... 9 ............Touch of Bling ................ L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 3-1

4TH (2:40PM). $45,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Red Curls ....................... L. Saez ............................. R. Lerman .................. 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Miss Loyalty ................... M. Franco ........................ G. Weaver..................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Appreciate ...................... R. Maragh ........................ J. Toscano, Jr. ............ 20-1
4  ..... MTO ......Mrs Vargas..................... J. Alvarado ...................... R. Rodriguez ................ 4-1
5  ..... 5 ............Summer Fling ................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Maker ...................... 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............La Fee Verte ................... J. Rosario ........................ D. Lukas ..................... 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Rag Top .......................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Rodriguez .............. 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Paddydunalot ................. K. Carmouche .................. G. Contessa ................ 10-1
9  ..... 9 ............Love to Share ................. J. Ortiz ............................. B. Walsh ....................... 7-2
10..... 10 ..........Fiduciary Values ............. J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 5-2
11..... 11 ..........Umoveover ..................... J. Lezcano ....................... P. Fout ........................ 30-1
12..... 12 ..........Sweet Offer .................... J. Leparoux ...................... M. Hennig .................... 5-1

5TH (3:14PM). $32,000, CLM $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 3 ............Got Even ........................ D. Cohen .......................... R. Diodoro .................... 8-5
1a  .... 6 ............Imperatore ..................... D. Cohen .......................... R. Diodoro .................... 8-5
2  ..... 1 ............Kerry Boy ....................... A. Lezcano ....................... G. Goodwin ................ 30-1
3  ..... 2 ............Karma Delight ................ J. Rosario ........................ J. Toscano, Jr. .............. 4-1

4  ..... 4 ............Top of the Page .............. J. Ortiz ............................. G. Gullo ........................ 7-5
5  ..... 5 ............Brimstone ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 8-1
6  ..... 7 ............Prophet’s Cat.................. D. Davis ........................... G. Sciacca .................. 12-1
7  ..... 8 ............Toohottoevenspeak ........ P. Lopez ........................... G. Contessa ................ 15-1

6TH (3:48PM). $90,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Land Mine ...................... M. Franco ........................ P. Serpe ........................ 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Hail ................................. J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ........................ 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Quick Quick Quick .......... J. Castellano .................... I. Wilkes ....................... 9-2
4  ..... 4 ............Alberobello ..................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............Indy Union ..................... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Englehart .................. 7-2
6  ..... 6 ............Tigalalu .......................... J. Lezcano ....................... M. Hennig .................... 5-2

7TH (4:24PM). $85,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Apollo’s Leap .................. P. Lopez ........................... P. Bauer ........................ 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Fully Vested .................... J. Bravo ........................... T. Albertrani .................. 9-2
3  ..... 3 ............Big Muddy ...................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Into a Hot Spot ............... L. Saez ............................. B. Lynch ..................... 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Leinster .......................... D. Cohen .......................... D. Lukas ..................... 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Riverboat Gambler ......... J. Leparoux ...................... B. Minshall ................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Lunar Phase ................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................. 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Formula One .................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. C. McGaughey III ....... 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Iona Mobe ...................... J. Ortiz ............................. B. Lynch ....................... 5-2
10..... 10 ..........The Dustman .................. J. Castellano .................... R. Moquett ................. 12-1

8TH (5:02PM). $70,000, CLM $50,000-$40,000, 4 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Hollywood Handsome .... J. Ortiz ............................. D. Stewart .................... 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Secret House .................. F. Geroux ......................... B. Cox .......................... 9-5
3  ..... 3 ............Doyouknowsomething ... J. Alvarado ...................... E. Barker ...................... 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Battle Midway ................ P. Lopez ........................... G. Contessa ................ 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............G Zap ............................. K. Carmouche .................. R. Reid, Jr. ................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Admiral Blue .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez .............. 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Mills ............................... M. Franco ........................ D. Donk ........................ 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Terrible Day (ARG) ......... R. Santana, Jr. ................. T. Amoss .................... 10-1

9TH (5:40PM). $100,000, STK - THE JOHN MORRISSEY, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Mighty Zealous .............. P. Lopez ........................... G. Contessa ................ 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............T Loves a Fight ............... J. Velazquez ..................... M. Nevin ..................... 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Long Haul Bay ................ J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 3-1
4  ..... 4 ............Celtic Chaos ................... E. Cancel .......................... B. Cox .......................... 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Eye Luv Lulu .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ....................... 5-2
6  ..... 6 ............Runaway Lute ................ J. Rosario ........................ G. Contessa .................. 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Gold for the King ............ J. Ortiz ............................. C. Baker ........................ 3-1
8  ..... 8 ............Weekend Hideaway ........ L. Saez ............................. P. Serpe ........................ 8-1

10TH (6:17PM). $85,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... MTO ......Guacamole ..................... . Rider TBA ...................... T. Pletcher .................... 6-5
1a  .... MTO ......Always Shopping ........... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 6-5
2  ..... 1 ............Quiet Company .............. J. Bravo ........................... H. DePaz ...................... 5-1
3  ..... 2 ............Trailblazer ....................... A. Jimenez ....................... A. Goldberg .................. 8-1
4  ..... 3 ............Super Simple ................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen .............. 10-1
5  ..... 4 ............Paradise Retained .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ....................... 4-1
6  ..... 5 ............Two Shakes .................... J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 7-2
7  ..... 6 ............Isabelle’s Joy .................. R. Maragh ........................ P. Gleaves ................... 15-1
8  ..... 7 ............Foggy Kitten ................... J. Rosario ........................ W. Ward ....................... 8-1
9  ..... 8 ............Lido Key ......................... J. Lezcano ....................... G. Contessa ................ 15-1
10..... 9 ............Sweeter Than Wine ........ J. Castellano .................... T. Pletcher .................... 9-2
11..... 10 ..........Devious Charm .............. J. Ortiz ............................. M. Casse .................... 12-1
12..... AE..........Global Exchange ............ J. Alvarado ...................... J. Toner ...................... 12-1
13..... AE..........Liora ............................... C. Hill ............................... W. Catalano .................. 6-1

Copyright 2018 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

thisishorseracing.com
 Home of The Special & more
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Guest Handicapper
Today’s guest handicapper is Annise Montplaisir, a former intern at The Special who 
begins course work with the Godolphin Flying Start program next month. A native 
of Moorhead, Minn., and graduate of North Dakota State University, Montplaisir is 
prepping yearlings at Mill Ridge Farm and worked prior internships at Fasig-Tipton 
and Keeneland. Sunday’s guest handicapper, Todd Shimkus, picked two winners. 

*The guest win total does not include Monday or Wednesday, when only The Spe-
cial’s regular handicappers picks appear at thisishorseracing.com. 

grid

the 
Power

Race #

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Iranistan
Modem

All The Way Jose
Generalist
Gravitating
El Cucuy

No Need To Appeal
Black Canary

Touch Of Bling
Fiduciary Values

Mrs Vargas
Love To Share
Diodoro entry

Top Of The Page
Brimstone
Alberobello

Tigalalu
Hail

Big Muddy
Fully Vested
Iona Mobe

Secret House
Doyouknowsomething
Hollywood Handsome

Long Haul Bay
Eye Luv Lulu
Celtic Chaos
Repole entry
Two Shakes

Paradise Retained

Tom
Law

Donald
Phillips

Charles
Bedard

John
Shapazian

Annise 
Montplaisir

Iranistan
Personal Start

Modem
The Chamo

Kazdan entry
Generalist

No Need To Appeal
Black Canary
China Rider

Love To Share
Sweet Offer

Fiduciary Values
Imperatore

Top Of The Page
Kerry Boy

Alberobello
Tigalalu

Indy Union
Iona Mobe

Riverboat Gambler
Apollo’s Leap
Secret House

Hollywood Handsome
Doyouknowsomething

Gold For The King
Long Haul Bay
Eye Love Lulu
Repole entry
Two Shakes

Paradise  Retained

Iranistan
Modem

Personal Start
Generalist
Gravitating
El Cucuy

No Need To Appeal
Picture Day

Black Canary
Fiduciary Values
Love To Share

Mrs Vargas
Top Of The Page

Imperatore
Karma Delight

Quick Quick Quick
Indy Union
Alberobello
Iona Mobe

The Dustman
Big Muddy

Secret House
Hollywood Handsome

Mills
Long Haul Bay
Eye Luv Lulu

Weekend Hideaway
Repole entry

Paradise Retained
Two Shakes

Personal Start
Modem
Iranistan
Generalist
Gravitating
El Cucuy

Annie Rocks
Black Canary

No Need To Appeal
Love To Share
Summer Fling

Fiduciary Values
Top Of The Page

Brimstone
Karma Delight

Land Mine
Quick Quick Quick

Tigalalu
Fully Vested
Iona Mobe
Big Muddy

Mills
Hollywood Handsome

Battle Midway
Long Haul Bay

Gold For The King
T Loves A Fight

Two Shakes
Quiet Company

Sweeter Than Wine

All The Way Jose
Modem

Personal Start
Generalist
Gravitating

Tom’s Music
Quality Time

Touch Of Bling
Overnegotiate
Summer Fling
Love To Share
Miss Loyalty
Imperatore

Top Of The Page
Karma Delight

Hail
Tigalalu

Alberobello
Big Muddy
Iona Mobe

Riverboat Gambler
Battle Midway
Terrible Day

Doyouknowsomething
Gold For The King

Runaway Lute
Long Haul Bay

Two Shakes
Sweeter Than Wine

Foggy Kitten

2018 Records

O
ur

 fi
fth

 h
an

di
ca

pp
er

 w
ill

 b
e 

a 
sp

ec
ia

l g
ue

st
 e

ac
h 

da
y.

17/50 9/50 14/50 9/50 5/31*

thisishorseracing.com
 Home of The Special & more



20 Thursday, July 26, 2018The saraToga special

BY TOM LAW
Bret Calhoun glanced over his left shoulder, then 

his right, as he made the short walk from the win-
ner’s circle to the Saratoga Room Wednesday after 
the Grade 2 Honorable Miss Handicap. 

He made sure Carl Moore was within earshot 
when he answered a question, about being tempted 
to run Finley’sluckycharm out of her stall at Chur-
chill Downs in a race like the Grade 3 Winning Col-
ors or even the $70,000 Roxelana instead of wait-
ing for Saratoga to run the Grade 1-winning mare. 

“My owner here, he was pushing hard. He was 
wanting to run,” Calhoun said as Moore let out a 
chuckle.

Finley’sluckycharm, off since Kentucky Derby 
Day and a rare off-the-board finish in the Grade 1 
Humana Distaff, returned to the form that landed 
her a victory in the Grade 1 Madison Stakes four 
weeks prior with a redemptive win in the Honor-

able Miss on a warm and muggy afternoon at Sara-
toga. 

Calhoun admitted he was half joking about 
Moore’s urging – the owner himself didn’t let on 
much as he headed into the Saratoga Room for a 
beverage and the replay. Finley’sluckycharm turned 
the 6-furlong Honorable Miss into a laugher, put-
ting away Vertical Oak to her inside with a wide 
chasm back to a three-way photo for the third spot, 
and won in 1:09.48. 

Second to Paulassilverlining on the wire in last 
year’s Honorable Miss, Finley’sluckycharm won 
her fifth graded stakes and six stakes overall and 
inched closer to the $1 million mark in earnings 
with another $110,000 added to her tally. She’s 
earned $913,068, with 11 wins in 17 starts. 

“There were races and options but at the end of 
the day having these kinds of races in mind for her 
and the Breeders’ Cup, we just felt like she drew 
up a little off her last two races and we felt like she 
needed the time,” Calhoun said. “We gave it to her 
and she rewarded us today.”

The 5-year-old Twirling Candy mare and Brian 
Hernandez Jr. broke sharp – something she did ear-
ly in her career before a little phase of tardy starts 
– and led for a moment before Vertical Oak and 
Ricardo Santana Jr. came up the inside to take com-
mand. 

Finley’sluckycharm raced just off Vertical Oak 
through the quarter in :22.52 and around the turn 
to the half-mile marker in :45. The fractions were 
faster than those in the Grade 1 Humana Distaff, 

but she withstood outside pressure from eventual 
winner American Gal after breaking from the rail 
in the sloppy conditions at Churchill. 

The Honorable Miss presented a better setup 
for Finley’sluckycharm and Hernandez, riding the 
mare for her 12th straight start. The 4-5 favorite 
did the rest. She put away Vertical Oak outside 
the eighth pole and drew off to a 2 1/4-length win 
while drifting out just a bit in deep stretch.

“We put Vertical Oak away at the head of the 
lane and she kept coming back at us, I just needed 
to make sure our filly kept running to the wire and 
she did,” Hernandez said. “She gutted it out and 
she ran a fast enough time after not running since 
Derby Day at Churchill. She was impressive today.”

Hernandez rode Finley’sluckycharm in her first 
stakes victory – the $82,000 Dream Supreme late in 
her 3-year-old season at Churchill – and her biggest 
in the Madison. He also rode in wins in the Grade 2 
Thoroughbred Club of America, Grade 3 Winning 
Colors, Grade 3 Chicago Handicap and Roxelana 
last season.  

“She’s a special filly. I got lucky when I got on 
her a couple years ago in the fall at Churchill when 
she was a 3-year-old,” Hernandez said. “Me and 
Bret were talking and all along we thought she 
would be a Grade 1-type filly and it took us a little 
longer but we finally got that Grade 1 win. For her 
to come back here as a 5-year-old and win this race 
at Saratoga, it means a lot. You’ve got to be proud 

Tod Marks
Finley’sluckycharm streaks to the finish in Wednesday’s feature.

Sweet 
Redemption
Finley’sluckycharm 
avenges runner-up 
finish in 2017 edition

HONORABLE MISS STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 21 
Tod Marks

Winning trainer Bret Calhoun.
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www.mcmahonandhill.com

ALL CURRENTLY  
Competing in Stakes!

F

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________

Recent  
Stakes Horses
PAVEL F G1 SW 

Purchased for $90,000  
Earned $1,175,000

UNION STRIKE F G1 SW 
Purchased for $170,000  
Earned $342,625

MOPOTISM F G2 SW, G1P 
Purchased for $135,000  
Earned $689,745

YUVETSI F SW, GSP  
Purchased for $180,000  
Earned $161,930

BLAMED F Multiple SW  
Purchased for $70,000  
Earned $241,260

                     

PAVEL alone at 
the wire in the 2018  
Stephen Foster H.-G1  

MIKE MCMAHON  (859) 983-7617  F JAMIE HILL   (859) 983-0515  F  bloodstock@mcmahonandhill.com 

Congratulations and Welcome to Saratoga 
The NSF Domestic Young Rider Trip, a 
five-day experience, provides participants 
with an in-depth experience in American 
steeplechasing. The program is designed 
for teenagers who are familiar with jump 
racing and who have demonstrated an 
interest in learning about the sport.
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info@NationalSteeplechaseFoundation.orgwww.NationalSteeplechaseFoundation.org

Hall of Fame trainer Janet Elliot joins Hannah Belt, Heidi Herzog, Sarah Leannarda, 
Cassidy Wilcox, Samantha English and Chloe Hannum in the paddock Wednesday. 

of a filly like her. She’s been doing it 
a while.”

Calhoun kept close tabs on the 
weather all day, knowing that Fin-
ley’sluckycharm lost twice when the 
track had a little or lot of moisture, 
and that Vertical Oak and Kirby’s 
Penny both exceled in the past on wet 
tracks. 

“There’s some mud freaks in here,” 
Calhoun said after putting the tack on 
the mare and watching her take a few 
spins around her tree in front of the 
saddling stalls. “Not that she doesn’t 
run well on it; I think she handles it 
fine, that last race was just a differ-
ence circumstance. They were bat-
tling it out the whole way there, she 
was on the inside and it was tiring.”

Finley’sluckycharm could make 
another Saratoga appearance before 
the meet concludes Labor Day. Cal-

houn said the Grade 1 Ballerina Aug. 
25, a race he hoped to run in last year 
but missed, is the obvious target with 
an even bigger prize down the road 
back home. 

“Last year we were trying to run 
her in the Ballerina and she strained 
a muscle,” Calhoun said. “This year 
if she bounced out of this well we’d 
like to point toward the Ballerina. 
The Ballerina obviously is a big goal 
for us and the Breeders’ Cup (Filly 
and Mare Sprint) is run at Churchill 
this year, where she’s been very, very 
good.

“We’ve got to be careful and make 
sure she’s back 100 percent. The 
Madison, she ran an extremely hard 
race and it kind of knocked her out 
for the next one. This is a race (the 
Honorable Miss), the way it set up 
and the way it went, I think it’s go-
ing to give her a pretty good chance 
to bounce back and make the Balle-
rina, but we’ll see in the next couple 
weeks.”

Honorable Miss –
 Continued from page 20

Tod Marks
Finley’sluckycharm heads for the winner’s circle.
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The rain didn’t show up Wednes-
day at Saratoga Race Course but 
Come Dancing did for the sixth.

“Let’s go for it,” Marc Holliday 
texted trainer Carlos Martin at 11 
a.m. Wednesday, once they knew the 
track was going to be suitable for 
their filly.

Come Dancing made a swooping 
move around the turn under Irad Or-
tiz Jr. and pulled away in the stretch 
to win the 6-furlong optional claim-
er by 4 1/2 lengths. Come Dancing 
has now raced only four times in 21 
months, three of those wins by wide 
margins. The 4-year-old filly owned 
and bred by Holliday’s Blue Devil 
Racing Stable had been unraced since 
January when she finished 10th in the 
Interborough Stakes at Aqueduct.

“As a 2-year-old, she hurt her 
pastern and we had to put a couple 
screws in there. It took her a long 
time to come back and she was sen-
sational when she did,” Martin said. 

“We had the really cold spell about 
two weeks before the Interborough 
after she won the allowance race. 
She trained well but I don’t know if 
she tied up on me or something, she 
wasn’t right behind.”

Given time off, Come Dancing was 
prepared to deliver another strong 
performance.

“I’ve had her about 75 days,” 
Martin said. “She’s a big, strong fil-
ly. You have to be a little conservative 
with her because she can drop weight 
quickly. She’ll tend to do too much in 
the morning because she’s such a tal-
ented filly.”

The daughter of Malibu Moon put 
that talent on display again Wednes-
day.

“It’s been a real team effort with 
her. It’s been a situation where after 
she got hurt it’s been touch-and-go to 
bring her back,” Martin said. “It’s an 

allowance win, but it’s like a World 
Series or a Grade 1 for us. It’s so satis-
fying to bring a horse back and espe-
cially to win at Saratoga.

“Marc Holliday, he’s such a great, 
patient owner. He’s been such a big 
supporter of ours. He said, ‘Carlos, 
I’m in no rush, she’s a talented filly. 
Go ahead, send her back to Ocala 
Stud, they do a great job with her. 
Let’s point her to a summer cam-
paign.”

– Ben Gowans

• NYRA honored service members 
with Military Appreciation Day and 
one veteran who stood out among the 
brave men and women on hand was 
Bill Nacinobich, a 96-year-old who 
served in World War II and ran the 
bell 17 minutes before post time of 
the third. 

Nacinobich served as an engineer 
on Higgins boats, which President 
Dwight Eisenhower said played a key 
role in helping win the war. Prior to 
going overseas Nacinobich served as 
an instructor for the Higgins boats 
and “hit the beach” more than 500 
times preparing for combat. 

Nacinobich is an avid racing fan 
and has been coming to Saratoga for 
more than 50 years.

“You know everything is fun, I’m 

in great shape,” Nacinobich said. “I’ll 
be 97 in November and I feel great. 
I’ve got a place in Florida, I belong to 
the Moose Club. I’m always dancing 
with all my girlfriends.”

When asked what his favorite 
memory here at Saratoga, Nacinobich 
stuck to the theme of the day. 

“Right now, seeing all these veter-
ans over here, so many of us are dy-
ing everyday I’m surprised to see so 
many veterans here right now,” he 
said. “I’m glad we’re all here together, 
they’re still here.

“I want all the people to realize 
we went through hell, we went to 
war, we suffered. People should wor-
ry about taking care of the vets, help 
them anyway you can.” 

– David Woods

• Riff Raff, a 5-year-old gelding 
by Giant Surprise with Joel Rosario 
aboard, gave trainer John Toscano Jr. 
his first win of the meet with his first 
starter in the fourth. 

“We thought we had a good shot, 
his last two races were good coming 
off that lay off, and the race setup 
perfect for him,” Toscano said. “We 
had Rectify with the speed and Mr. 
Buff, which they set it up for us and 

Tod Marks
Come Dancing scores in Wednesday’s sixth race.

WEDNESDAY RACING RECAP

Weather 
Watch

Come Dancing rolls in allowance
as rain misses start of Week Two

Continued On Page 23 
Tod Marks

Riff Raff wins Wednesday’s fourth race.
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we came and got them. It’s the first 
horse I’ve ran here at the meet so far, 
and that starts off the meet pretty 
well.”

Toscano and former trainer Mi-
chael Divitto Sr. were 50-50 partners 
on the 5-year-old gelding until he 
was claimed for $40,000 by trainer 
George Weaver for owner R. A. Hill 
Stable. Toscano took over Riff Raff’s 
training when Divitto retired last year.

“We got pretty lucky with him, 
we got a second, a fourth and a win 
in three starts. He’s been good to us, 
hate to see him go, he was claimed, 
but that’s the game you know? You 
have to play the game the right way.” 

– David Woods

• Collegeville Girl trotted towards 
the winner’s circle on a loose rein, 
Kendrick Carmouche fist pumping as 
they met trainer Richard Vega by the 
rail. She walked into the winner’s cir-
cle, looking like she’d come back from 
a hack rather than a maiden-breaking 
victory in the fifth. 

“She has a great attitude,” said 
Vega. “The way you see her here is 
the same way she’s been every morn-
ing.”

Purchased for $18,000 at last 
year’s Fasig-Tipton Midlantic Eastern 

fall yearling sale by Bob Brittingham, 
Salvatore De Bunda and Wire to Wire 
Stable, Collegeville Girl is just the 
second winner from Central Banker’s 
first crop.

“She’s a lot of horse, and she’s a 
class horse,” said Brittingham. “I pick 
the horses on paper, Rich looks at 
them. It’s hard to tell with a yearling, 
but she was really professional and 
she had a great body on her.”

Based at Parx Racing, Vega has 
been impressed with Collegeville 
Girl’s quick progression.

“Tony Black was the rider in the 
mornings at Philadelphia and from 
the beginning he said, ‘this is a stakes 
horse,’ ” Vega said. “In the morning 
when she trains she’s really nice and 
easy, just like in the race today. She 
doesn’t get ahead of herself, she trains 
well and she acts professional. Com-
ing off the track she’s a little playful, 
but she’s a 2-year-old and we baby 
her a lot.”

After a few bad steps at the break, 
Carmouche pushed Collegeville Girl 
to the front and held the lead to the 
wire to win the state-bred maiden go-
ing 5 1/2 furlongs by 1 3/4 lengths.

“That’s a big win today,” said 
Vega. “She’s incredible. She’s my little 
baby. She’s going to go long too.”

Vega will bring Collegeville back 
to Parx and hopes to return for the 
Seeking The Ante Aug. 24. 

– Shayna Tiller

• Joe Sharp took two trips to the 
winner’s circle late on the card, begin-
ning with Morrison in the eighth, a 
1 1/16-mile allowance on the Mellon 
Turf Course, and with Four Kings in 
the nightcap going 1 1/16 miles on the 
inner turf.

Newport Stables, Paul Braverman 
and Parkland Thoroughbreds pur-
chased Morrison, a son of The Factor, 
for $90,000 at last year’s OBS March 
sale. The grey colt debuted on a slop-
py track at Belmont last June, win-
ning by 17 lengths. 

Fourth in the Rockville Centre 
Stakes at Belmont last July, he ran 
sixth in the Grade 3 With Anticipa-
tion at Saratoga and fifth in the Grade 
3 Pilgrim Stakes at Belmont in Sep-
tember. Morrison closed his 2-year-
old campaign third in an allowance at 
Fair Grounds in December.

With blinkers added, Morrison de-
buted as a 3-year-old with an allow-
ance win and second at Aqueduct in 
April, followed by a second and sixth 

in allowances at Belmont this sum-
mer.

“He’s a neat horse,” said Sharp. 
“He’s so uncomplicated and just loves 
going to work every day. He had a 
tendency to get a little far out of it and 
get a little unfocused and with just a 
cheater blinker he’s really seemed to 
be a lot more engaged early.

“I couldn’t really pin a reason why 
he didn’t run well last time but I’m 
just glad to see him come back to his 
old form today as the Morrison we 
know.”

Owned by Bella Cavello Stables, 
Four Knights broke his maiden gate-
to-wire. The victory earns Sharp his 
third win from five starts since Open-
ing Day.

“We’ll take it,” said Sharp. “So far 
so good. We’re lucky to get off to a 
good start.” 

– Shayna Tiller

Lifelong friends Ben Griswold IV 
and Perry Bolton decided to team up 
and buy some horses together 28 years 
ago and in that time have worked out 
a bit of a routine. Griswold is the 
nervous one. Bolton brings the con-
fidence.

Thursday at Saratoga Race Course, 
they stayed in character after New 
Member won the $75,000 Jonathan 
Kiser Novice Stakes over hurdles. 

“I was a little worried that he 
moved a little too soon,” Griswold 

said while watching the replay. “On 
that far turn there he goes to the lead 
and I thought maybe he should have 
waited . . .”

Bolton jumped in before his friend 
could finish, “It was never in doubt.”

New Member and jockey Willie 
McCarthy made sure of it, stalking 
Daneking early, taking over before 
the final fence and maintaining from 
there. Trained by Jack Fisher, the 
Irish-bred won by 1 1/2 lengths over 
late-arriving favorite Mutasaawy 
with Lord Justice third. 

The win was a year late, but still 
appreciated. 

“It’s always the best,” said Gris-
wold of Saratoga. “It’s just a unique 
place, you know you always have the 
best competition up here so when you 
beat the best competition it’s always a 
thrill. The history of the sport is here. 
It’s special to be part of it.”

Bolton and Griswold, who race as 
Armata Stable, purchased the 7-year-
old for last season’s jump campaign 
here. He went off course at a cone on 
the far turn in the 2017 Kiser, and fin-
ished third in the M.G. Walsh late in 
the meet. He placed in two other nov-
ice stakes last fall, and started 2018 
with three more defeats, then a sixth 
on the flat at Suffolk Downs July 8. 
Fisher added blinkers for that run, 
and they helped produce a sharper ef-
fort over jumps Thursday.

– Joe Clancy

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 22

Tod Marks
Richie Vega (left) greets Kendrick Carmouche after they won the fifth with Collegeville Girl.

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS ...................... 1ST
Chad Brown ....................................7
Todd Pletcher ..................................4
Joe Sharp ........................................3
Steve Asmussen .............................2
Mark Casse .....................................2
Brad Cox .........................................2
Bill Mott ..........................................2
Jeremiah Englehart .........................2
Ray Handal ......................................2

JOCKEYS ....................... 1ST
Javier Castellano .............................8
Irad Ortiz Jr. ....................................5
Luis Saez .........................................5
John Velazquez ...............................5
Manny Franco .................................4
Joel Rosario ....................................4
Florent Geroux ................................4
Jose Ortiz ........................................4
Ricardo Santana Jr. .........................4

Through Wednesday
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Wednesday July 25.

FIRST $75,000,  - JONATHAN KISER NOVICE S., 4 & UP, 2 1/16M
4 New Member (IRE) W. McCarthy $11.80 $4.40 $3.00
6 Mutasaawy M. Mitchell  $3.00 $2.40
5 Lord Justice (IRE) S. McDermott   $2.40
B Gelding 2011, by Alhaarth (IRE) - Sincere (IRE) by Bahhare
Owner: Armata Stable. Trainer: Jack Fisher. 
Breeder: Golden Garden Stud (IRE). Late Scratches: No Wunder (GB)
Time: 3:53.91. Exacta (4-6), $17.20; Superfecta (4-6-5-7), $20.32; 
Trifecta (4-6-5), $19.12

SECOND $48,000, CLAIMING $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
1 Hexameter L. Saez $3.20 $2.20 $2.10
5 Tayler’s the Boss R. Santana, Jr.  $3.00 $2.60
3 Tiffany’s Vision L. Reyes   $3.30
Dk B/ Br Filly 2014, by Northern Afleet - Ayrial Delight by Quick Dip
Owner: Gatsas Stables. Trainer: John Terranova, II. 
Breeder: Dr. O. M. Patrick (KY). Late Scratches: Raging Town
Time: 1:11.08
Daily Double (4-1), $13.50; Exacta (1-5), $4.75; Quinella (1-5), $2.80; 
Superfecta (1-5-3-2), $7.82; Trifecta (1-5-3), $17.50

THIRD $45,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $40,000, 3 & UP, 1 1/16M
4 Sport R. Maragh $5.70 $2.90 $2.30
6 Ding Dong Ditch J. Velazquez  $3.10 $2.40
9 Wisely I. Ortiz, Jr.   $3.10
Ch Gelding 2013, by Hard Spun - Isobel Baillie (GB) by Lomitas (GB)
Owner: Clifton, Jr., William, L.. Trainer: H. Bond. 
Breeder: Siena Farms LLC (KY). Late Scratches: Consensus Thinking, 
Curlin’s New Moon. Time: 1:45.36
Daily Double (1-4), $6.30; Exacta (4-6), $6.90; Superfecta (4-6-9-10), 
$7.25; Trifecta (4-6-9), $9.85; Pic 3 (4-1-4), $39.75

FOURTH $80,000, NY-BRED AOC $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
2 Riff Raff J. Rosario $6.30 $3.60 $2.30
4 Mr. Buff D. Cohen  $4.10 $2.90
5 Summer Bourbon I. Ortiz, Jr.   $2.30
Ch Gelding 2013, by Giant Surprise - Morning Sun by Dehere
Owner: Divitto, Sr., Michael J. and Toscano, Jr., John T.. 
Trainer: John Toscano, Jr.. Breeder: Debra Divitto (NY).
Claimed: Riff Raff claimed by R. A. Hill Stable for $40,000, Candid 
Desire claimed by Klesaris, Steve for $40,000
Time: 1:16.66
Daily Double (4-2), $13.50; Exacta (2-4), $11.30; Quinella (2-4), 
$6.90; Superfecta (2-4-5-6), $5.12; Trifecta (2-4-5), $12.75; Pic 3 (1-
4-2), $20.70

FIFTH $75,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
5 Collegeville Girl K. Carmouche $20.80 $9.90 $6.10
10 Elegant Zip M. Franco  $10.40 $6.20
9 Chillinwithfriends I. Ortiz, Jr.   $3.50
B Filly 2016, by Central Banker - Lifelong by Vindication
Owner: Brittingham, Robert, De Bunda, Salvatore M. and Wire To Wire 
Stable, Inc.. Trainer: Richard Vega. Breeder: Andy Beadnell (NY).
Late Scratches: Mary’s Girl, Aquariva, Accabonac Harbor
Time: 1:05.19
Daily Double (2-5), $53.50; Exacta (5-10), $92.75; Superfecta (5-10-
9-2), $195.80; Trifecta (5-10-9), $274.50; Consolation Double (2-8), 
$3.15; Pic 3 (4-2-5), $195.00;  (4-2-8), $10.80

SIXTH $92,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
6 Come Dancing I. Ortiz, Jr. $6.60 $5.20 $3.70
2 Pacific Gale D. Cohen  $10.80 $5.10
1 Play Unified L. Saez   $3.00
Dk B/ Br Filly 2014, by Malibu Moon - Tizahit by Tiznow
Owner: Blue Devil Racing Stable (Holliday). Trainer: Carlos Martin. 
Breeder: Blue Devil Racing Stable, LLC (KY).
Time: 1:10.99
Daily Double (5-6), $47.50; Exacta (6-2), $38.25; Superfecta (6-2-1-
5), $53.90; Trifecta (6-2-1), $52.87; Pic 3 (2-5-6), $371.50;  (2-8-6), 
$13.30; Pic 4 (4-2-5-6), $560.25; Pic 5 (1/4-4-2-5-6), $803.00

SEVENTH $57,000, STARTERS ALLOWANCE $50,000, 3 & UP, 1M
1 English Dancer J. Velazquez $8.30 $5.30 $3.80
9 Questeq J. Lezcano  $32.60 $12.40
5 Sweet Connie Girl J. Castellano   $4.40
B Filly 2014, by English Channel - Your Flame in Me by Boundary
Owner: Turf Stable Racing (Rusty Jones). Trainer: William Mott. 
Breeder: Woodlawn Breeding Inc (KY).
Late Scratches: Solitary Gem, Cathy Naz, Stay Fond
Time: 1:37.73
Daily Double (6-1), $16.30; Exacta (1-9), $128.50; Superfecta (1-9-5-
6), $143.15; Trifecta (1-9-5), $295.00; Pic 3 (5-6-1), $192.00

EIGHTH $80,000, NY-BRED AOC $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
8 Morrison L. Saez $9.40 $5.40 $3.60
6 Leaveematthegate R. Maragh  $19.20 $5.40
7 Royal Blessing J. Castellano   $3.40
Gr/ro Colt 2015, by The Factor - Liza Lu by Menifee
Owner: Newport Stables LLC, Braverman, Paul and Parkland Thor-
oughbreds. Trainer: Joe Sharp. Breeder: Golden Goose Enterprise 
(NY).
Late Scratches: Igotyoursix, Ostrolenka, Mascarello
Time: 1:43.36
Daily Double (1-8), $22.60; Exacta (8-6), $86.50; Superfecta (8-6-7-
4), $63.40; Trifecta (8-6-7), $136.00; Pic 3 (6-1-8), $90.00

NINTH $200,000, STAKES - HONORABLE MISS H., 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
6 Finley’sluckycharm B. Hernandez, Jr. $3.90 $2.90 $2.10
1 Vertical Oak R. Santana, Jr.  $3.80 $2.60
3 Kirby’s Penny J. Velazquez   $2.50
Dk B/Br M 2013, by Twirling Candy - Day of Victory by Victory Gallop
Owner: Moore, Carl, R.. Trainer: W. Calhoun. 
Breeder: Lakland Farm (KY). Late Scratches: Chalon. Time: 1:09.48
Daily Double (8-6), $13.00; Exacta (6-1), $6.80; Superfecta (6-1-3-4), 
$4.70; Trifecta (6-1-3), $8.40; Pic 3 (1-8-2/6), $58.25; Grand Slam 
(1/2/6-1/5/9-6/7/8-2/6), $54.50

TENTH $45,000 MDN CLM. ($40,000) 3&UP. 1 1/16M INNER TURF.
11 Four Knights L. Saez 7.90 4.80 3.60
9 Novus M. Franco  7.10 5.30
6 Bay Hill K. Carmouche   7.80
Dk. B./br. g. 3, More Than Ready-Happy Now, Mr. Greeley. 
Breeder; Fred Hertrich III & John Fielding (KY).
Owner: Bella Cavello Stables. Trainer: Joe Sharp.
Exacta $29.25. Trifecta $191. Superfecta $167.80.
Double $8.30. Pick 3 $53. Pick 4 $151.75. Pick 5 $862.50 Pick 6 
$45,690. Pick 6 (5 correct) $291.50.

On Track Handle: 1,965,423. Inter-State Handle: 8,872,376

Copyright 2018 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

SARATOGA RESULTS

If you suspect or know of  
any wrongdoing within the racing  

community, send us an email  
or call toll-free. All emails and calls  
are treated confidentially and you  

may remain anonymous.

Thoroughbred Racing  
Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline

410-398-3647
www.trpb.com

Email: integrity@trpb.com
También disponsible en español

Help protect your 
sport’s integrity

by Eric S. Kozlowski
When Harry’s college roommate introduces 
him to high-stakes gambling at Saratoga, it 
leads to his complicity in rigged races and the 
fixed World Series of 1919. Will Harry’s 
addictions turn him into a hopeless long-shot? 
Or will he be given one last chance to beat the 
odds?

Available at  Lulu.com:

thisishorseracing.com

 Home of The Special & more

http://trpb.com/
https://www.lulu.com/shop/search.ep?keyWords=the+harrowed+runner&type=
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Chair, Equine & Racing Law 
516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 
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dri�ers and horse�en associa�ons in business transac�ons and 
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and in the federal and state courts.  

��orne� ���er�sing.  

Loyalty.  Service.  Consistency.

Tracy first had the idea to create a system to help manage a racing 
stable while still galloping horses for us, and my wife Anita sat 
down to help.  It has been quite extraordinary to see the progress 
and success of TLore, however it’s not surprising knowing Tracy 
and her complete understanding of the racing industry.

 – Graham Motion

“

TLore is a Thoroughbred Racehorse Management 
Service. For more information contact Tracy Attfield

(954) 647-3220   |   TLore.net

“

TLore
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SARATOGA RESULTS PHOTOS BY TOD MARKS AND DAVE HARMON

https://www.tlore.net/main/index.cfm?
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BY TOM LAW
Tommy and Bonnie Hamilton remember the 

2003 Amsterdam – a breakout performance at 
Saratoga for Great Notion off the layoff at long 
odds. They also remember that year’s King’s Bish-
op. Who could forget that one, Great Notion fin-
ishing a neck behind Valid Video for a Grade 1 win 
and a neck in front of eventual Hall of Famer and 
Horse of the Year Ghostzapper.

Two stinging defeats very much on the minds of 
the couple from tiny Springfield, Ky., after Ruby 
Notion, a daughter of Great Notion owned and 
bred by their Silverton Hill operation, collect-
ed their first Saratoga stakes victory in Monday’s 
$200,000 Caress going 5 1/2 furlongs on the grass. 

“I think this is the first race we’ve ever won at 
Saratoga, in probably 40 attempts,” Bonnie Ham-

ilton said walking to the Saratoga Room after the 
5-year-old mare upset the Caress at 27-1. “Her sire 
Great Notion was just beat in the King’s Bishop and 
I tell Darrin (Miller), I’m winning that damn King’s 
Bishop before I go to the grave, excuse my French.”

Hamilton understated the past success of Silver-
ton Hill at Saratoga. Horses carrying the pink and 
black colors of Silverton Hill have made 26 starts at 
Saratoga since 2007 and they’ve won twice – Run-
weiser taking a claiming race in 2010 and More 
Fascination a 2 1/16-mile steeplechase maiden in 
2007. Silvertoni came close to landing a stakes vic-
tory for the Hamiltons in 2016 when she finished 
second in the Grade 2 Adirondack and Longhunter 
finished fifth in the 2011 Quick Call. 

“This is such a hard place to win,” Hamilton 
said. “We might be back later in the meet. We have 
a couple 2-year-olds, but this is a tough place for 
a first-time starter. Nothing against Ellis Park but 
sometimes it makes more sense to go there with a 
young horse.”

Ruby Notion showed tremendous progress as 
a young horse herself, winning first time out and 
earning a trip to Royal Ascot for the Windsor Cas-
tle Stakes. Trained at the time by Wesley Ward, she 
finished fifth in the Windsor Castle then returned 
to the U.S. to win the Colleen and Selima to secure 
a spot in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf at 
Keeneland. 

She only beat one in the Juvenile Fillies Turf, 
made one start at 3 and four starts at 4, the last a 

Dave Harmon
Ruby Notion heads for home in Monday’s Caress Stakes.

Hamiltons celebrate Spa stakes win with homebred Ruby Notion

MONDAY RACING NOTEBOOK

Big Upset

Continued On Page 27 
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Rare chance to own part 
of a yearling Uncle Mo filly.

Uncle Mo-Very Funny, Distorted Humor.
New York-bred half-sister  

to New York-bred champion Invading Humor. 

Can be viewed at Irish Hill Century Farm 
in Stillwater, N.Y.

www.bloodlinesracing.com

Bloodlines Racing
Partnerships

fourth in the Caress behind Miss Ella, 
Fair Point and Carolina Shag. 

The Hamiltons transferred Ruby 
Notion from Ward to Miller after 
that Caress and gave her some time at 
their farm and training center located 
less than an hour from Keeneland in 
Washington County, Ky. 

“Wesley did great with her, and we 
appreciate what he did,” Hamilton 
said. “Darrin has 20 horses maybe 
and while this is absolutely nothing 
for Wesley our trainer is looking at 
that girl every single day. He rides 
her every day. It makes a difference as 
they get older. 

“She is not without her issues, you 
just have to take care of her. I love 
Darrin and his son Chase to death, 
they’re like family. Chase came to our 
training center in the summers grow-
ing up and learned to ride, so this 
whole thing has come full circle.”

Chase Miller deputized for his fa-
ther, saddling the bay mare under 
cover as a steady rain fell over the 
area before the Caress. Bred out of 
the Hamilton’s New Zealand-bred 
Volksraad mare Modena Bay, who 
won two races and placed in the Fire-
cracker Stakes at Mountaineer Park 
for Miller and Silverton Hill after 
coming to the U.S. from her native 
country, Ruby Notion was the second 
longest price in the Caress. 

Florent Geroux kept Ruby Notion 
off the inside part of the Mellon Turf 
Course and behind the early speed 
of Girls Know Best, Brielle’s Appeal, 
Chanteline and Fire Key. They inched 
up around the turn and took the lead 

after turning into the final straight. 
Geroux hand rode the mare in the 
lane and she drew off to a 2-length 
win over Chanteline in 1:06.43 over 
the rain-soaked course. 

• Monday’s rain forced the other 
three grass races onto the main track 
and led to several scratches. Six came 
out of the second race, a New York-
bred maiden claimer won by Gabriel-
la; and five were scratched from the 
ninth, a state-bred maiden special 
weight for fillies and mares. Three 
others scratched from the fourth, a 
maiden special weight for 2-year-old 
New York-breds won by the Adios 
Charlie first-time starter Dugout for 
trainer and co-owner Larry Rivelli.

“He worked like a monster at 
home on the Poly all the time,” said 
Rivelli, who prepped the colt at his 
Arlington Park base. “I was actually 
hoping that if it were to come off it 
would be sloppy and fast and sealed 
because I know this track has a ten-
dency to be deep.

“He’s only had one little breeze 
over the track and I didn’t know if 
he’d be fit enough to run on the regu-
lar dirt track. But this is a little more 
to his liking because it’s like home. 
It was either turf or stay at home on 
the poly, and then it rained and we’re 
here.”

• When trainer Ray Handal made 
his Saratoga debut in 2016, he just 

hoped to win a race. Handal won two 
races from five starts that year, went 
3-for-22 last year and Monday posted 
two wins on the card. The two vic-
tories were something the 29-year-old 

Monday –
 Continued from page 26

Dave Harmon
Dugout splashes to victory in Monday’s fourth race.

Permanently Disabled Jockeys Fund  |  A 501(c)3 Corporation  |  I.D. No. 20-5110346

To purchase tickets or become an event 
sponsor - please go to www.pdjf.org or 
call 630.595.7660 for more information.

SARATOGA CASINO & RACEWAY - 
VAPOR NIGHTCLUB 

342 Jefferson Street  |  Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

MONDAY JULY 30TH, 2018

VIP

Doors Open @ 5:30 PM

VIP Tickets Holders 
enjoy reserved 

seating, and a buffet 
dinner with the 

Saratoga Jockeys, 
event sponsors and 

fellow VIP Ticket 
Holders.

Tickets $150/person

General  
Admission

Doors Open @ 7:30 PM

Tickets $75/person

Performances scheduled to start  
@ 7:45 PM

Live and Silent Auction

RIDERS
UP! east

JOCKEY KARAOKE CONTEST & FUNDRAISER
Benefitting the Permanently Disabled Jockeys Fund

Continued On Page 28 

Dave Harmon
Ruby Notion returns after the stakes win.

http://www.bloodlinesracing.com/
https://pdjf.org/
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wouldn’t have dreamed of two years 
ago.

“I was hoping for two wins in a 
meet back then.” Handal said. “It’s 
been great, it’s come full circle. My 
staff and everybody here has been 
busting their butts and my owners al-
low me to put these horses in these 
great spots. I’m just so happy to see it 
all come together on days like today.”

Handal’s first win came with Seam 
in the third, a $16,000 claimer on 
the main track. Handal claimed the 
4-year-old daughter of Union Rags 
for $30,000 last September. She’s now 
won two straight after breaking her 
maiden for a $20,000 tag last out at 
Belmont Park June 15.

“I claimed her and after a few 
starts she kind of came down with 
bone bruising, general soreness. She 

seemed like a decent enough filly, 
and you know we wanted to do right 
by her, so we gave her the time off,” 
Handal said. “You know I got great 
owners, Gaining Ground Racing, they 
let me just take my time and bring her 
along, and it really paid off getting 
the back-to-back wins and especially 
getting the win here at Saratoga. It’s 
always good to get the monkey off 
your back and get that first win.”

Handal won again when Calculat-
ed Risker took the sixth, an allow-
ance-optional going 1 1/8 miles on 
the main track. Pat MacWilliams and 
Leonard Green owned Calculated 
Risker for his first seven starts, but he 
was claimed out of his maiden-break-
ing race for $40,000 last August. 
The owners and Handal claimed the 
4-year-old son of Into Mischief back 
for $25,000 in March. Handal rides 
the colt himself and felt a stretch out 
in distance was needed. 

Additional reporting and writing 
by Brandon Valvo and Shayna Tiller.

Monday –
 Continued from page 27B R E N T W O O D
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Seam wins Monday’s third race.
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SARATOGA’S BEST BETS
Still serving the best 
breakfast since 1989!

Come check out our new  
& larger dining room.

8am-2pm daily
256 Milton Ave. Ballston Spa. 

(518) 885-2848

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

YOUR business here! Just $800 for the ENTIRE SARATOGA SEASON! Email joe@thisishorseracing.com for info

Antiquarian Booksellers

Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

More than 100,000 books and 
old prints all sound and ready. 

Specializing in books on the
history of Thoroughbred 
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7-9 Phila Street
518-584-8779

lyricalballadbooks.com

Thomas J. Gallo
Dream Maker Racing LLC 
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Blue Streak Racing, LLC
Thoroughbred Horse Racing Syndicate

Tim McCoy
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MEET US AT SARATOGA

Protect your sport’s integrity
If you suspect or know of wrongdoing within the 
racing community, contact us. Emails & calls are 

treated confidentially. You may remain anonymous.

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com

Email: integrity@trpb.com
También disponsible en español

Swedish Hill Farm & Spa
Anna Hollander

Licensed Massage Therapist

(518) 488-7950

BodyByAnna.com
2160 Rowley Rd, 
Saratoga Springs, NY

Attorney and Counselor at Law
Andrew J. Mollica,Esq.

Dedicated to protecting the rights of Horsemen.

General and Equine Practice of Law
20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
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BY BEN GOWANS

O
ne, two, three, four Grade 1 stakes 
in a row. Monomoy Girl proved her 
mettle as the top 3-year-old filly in 
the country once again Sunday. The 
daughter of Tapizar was never seri-

ously challenged during her dominant victory in the 
1 1/8-mile Coaching Club American Oaks.

But it all started well before Sunday at Saratoga.
“If you were going to write the script for a year-

ling to go from the breaking stage on to the races, 
she did everything that you would look for. That 
just makes it so much easier on them, handling 
everything in stride,” said Paul Sharp, who broke 
Monomoy Girl at his farm in Williston, Fla. “Some 
people say it’s class. You can call it class if you want 
to. But there’s been some real class racehorses that 
just had all sorts of crazy idiosyncrasies. She was 
just a very smart horse.”

She and jockey Florent Geroux were plenty 
smart in the CCA Oaks, breaking well and estab-
lishing position early. Geroux crouched low, flashed 
his un-cocked whip and tapped her on the shoulder 

as she crossed over in front of main rival Midnight 
Bisou and got the first quarter-mile in :24.12. 

Sharp, based northwest of Ocala for 26 years, re-
cently teamed up with bloodstock agent Liz Crow, 
who made Monomoy Girl one of her first yearling 
purchases at the 2016 Keeneland September sale. 
Crow went to $100,000 to acquire the filly from 
Gainesway’s consignment. 

“She’s a lot of horse,” Sharp said to Crow when 
she asked him to look at the filly. 

Sharp and Crow have enjoyed success ranging 
from buying yearlings to sell as 2-year-olds to team-
ing up to prepare the future Kentucky Oaks winner 
of 2018 for her racing career.

“I met Liz when she was working for Peter Brad-
ley. She would always come to look at our horses 
at the sale and we hit it off,” Sharp said. “She liked 
our horses and what we were doing. She had fol-

lowed some of our horses and their progress and 
how they went from the sales to the races. We start-
ed talking about a pinhooking partnership that we 
later developed.”

Sharp recalled his first impressions of the Oaks 
winner owned by Mike Dubb, Sol Kumin’s Mono-
moy Stables, The Elkstone Group and Bethlehem 
Stables. 

“She was a beautifully made filly, well-balanced, 
everything that you would look for in a horse as 
far as conformation and attitude,” Sharp said of 
the filly he sent to trainer Brad Cox last summer. 
“During the breaking process, it was very easy for 
her. She was one of the more non-descript horses 
at that point, she never called attention to herself.”

There wasn’t anything flashy about Sunday’s 
win either. As the 3-year-old fillies turned down the 
backside, Monomoy Girl set a moderate pace over 
the fast main track and was shadowed by longshot 

Tod Marks

COACHING CLUB AMERICAN OAKS RECAP

Continued On Page 31 

Sharp Filly
Monomoy Girl cruises to another Grade 1
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Gio Game. Mike Smith felt he need-
ed to speed things up and started to 
creep closer in the three-path with 
Midnight Bisou. Bred by FPF LLC 
and Highfield Ranch, Monomoy Girl 
never had any problems going fast.

“She learned fast and she learned 
well. Always seemed to have her feet 
in the right place. Things like that, she 
was just a natural as far as taking to a 
rider and tack,” Sharp said of the ear-
ly days on the farm. “As we trained 
her along, she always stood out as 
just a model horse, as far as training 
and doing things we like to see with 
babies. 

“Her confidence level was always 
high. That’s kind of the cornerstone. 
People ask me, ‘What are your be-
liefs in breaking?’ It’s confidence. You 
have to keep them confident, going 
forward, and they just thrive on that.”

Entering the turn for home Sun-
day, Monomoy Girl was plenty con-
fident, and Geroux kept her going 
forward. Her rivals? Not so much. 
The three-quarters split came up in 

1:12:43 – each a shade over 24 sec-
onds. It probably felt like familiar ter-
ritory.

“When we got to the point when 
she was training forwardly in compa-
ny, she just always was the leader in 
the pack,” said Sharp. “We never re-
ally laid her down to breeze. As hors-
es go destined to the racetrack, we do 
a lot of two-minute licking. She was 
always right there in the bridle and 
trained well.”

Monomoy Girl was still in the bri-
dle at the top of the lane. For her, at 
least. She drifted a bit off the rail, had 
her head cocked and up higher than 
your average racehorse as she was 
asked to switch leads. No worries, it 
works. She started to pull away. Smith 
was already hard at work aboard 
Midnight Bisou. The showdown nev-
er materialized. Geroux kept after the 
filly he has built a great rapport with, 
just a few backhanded reminders. The 
clock stopped at 1:50.46. Monomoy 
Girl won the historic Grade 1 by 3 
lengths over Midnight Bisou with 
Choclate Martini third in a field of 
five and in doing so all but guaranteed 
a year-end championship. 

After three wins and a second last 
year, the 2018 campaign has been 

nothing but wins – in the Rachel Al-
exandra, Ashland, Kentucky Oaks, 
Acorn and now the Coaching Club. 
Monomoy Girl passed $1.6 million in 
earnings Sunday.

Sharp knew it all along, right? 
Well, the expectations were there.

“She did everything you would 
ask, but trying to identify her as the 
champion that she may become?” 
Sharp said. “You could never really 
say that, but she showed all the char-
acteristics to be a great horse.”

Coaching Club –
 Continued from page 30

Tod Marks
Monomoy Girl and Florent Geroux (left) break sharply in Sunday’s C.C.A. Oaks.

http://wvbc.com/wordpress/
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A passport isn’t something needed or even 
thought about during the course of writing, editing, 
producing and distributing The Saratoga Special.

There simply isn’t a lot of traveling, near or far, 
unless trips to the Saratoga Spa State Park, Wilton 
or the Saratoga Battlefield for the occasional trail 
run count as travel. Lake George? Vermont? Funny. 
It could happen after sales week but more than like-
ly not until September. 

That changed Tuesday. 
And it all started before the horses hit the pad-

dock for the meet’s first race. 
Chatting and walking with Mark Casse back 

and forth from his barn to the clubhouse to watch 
workers the morning of Opening Day, the main ob-
jective was a rundown of his Saratoga string for the 
Fasig-Tipton Stable Tour. 

Wonder Gadot came up during the interview, 
even though the Kentucky Oaks runner-up isn’t 
in Saratoga. The winner of the Queen’s Plate over 
males June 30 at Woodbine, Wonder Gadot could 
still wind up in the Saratoga string pending her next 
race. 

Casse mentioned the Prince of Wales.
“That’s right, the Prince of Wales is on a Tuesday. 

Joe, Sean and I always sit around the office that day, 
watching it on TV and we always say, ‘We should 
have gone’ or ‘How long is the drive?’ or ‘One of 
these years we’re going to go,’ ” I said. 

“I’m flying over that day with Johnny; we may 
have room on the plane. Do you want to go if we 
do?” Casse said. 

“Uh, yeah.”
“Let me see how big the plane is. If you want to, 

fly over with us.”
“If there’s room, I’m in. It sounds great.”
“You’re not a felon are you?”
“No, not even any warrants.”
“Good, because if there’s any issue and we get 

stopped at the border and you can’t get in, you’re on 
your own. Don’t forget your passport.”

Fast-forward about 36 hours and after he sent 
out Strike Silver to a runner-up finish in the Grade 3 
Sanford, Casse confirmed a spot on the plane and it 
was set. Fly out of the Saratoga County Airport, ar-
rive in Buffalo, drive across the border, hit Fort Erie 
in time for the start of the card, watch Wonder Gad-
ot go for the second jewel of the Canadian Triple 
Crown in the $400,000 Prince of Wales, fly back. 

A little after 2 p.m. we hopped on a King Air 
B-90 series twin-prop plane and not much more 
than an hour later we landed in Buffalo – a smooth 
ride after a few bumps early and in the middle of the 
hop. A driver in a black Yukon met us on the tar-
mac, quickly informed us “another American jock-
ey was looking for a ride,” and off we went to the 

main terminal at Buffalo International Airport. Five 
minutes later we picked up Joe Rocco Jr., in from 
Kentucky to ride Home Base in the Prince of Wales.

Casse, a member of the Canadian Hall of Fame 
and a three-time winner of the Prince of Wales, is 
no stranger at Fort Erie. Velazquez had been there, 
riding Battery to a fifth in the 2016 Prince of Wales. 
Rocco and I were newbies. 

“It’s like River Downs,” Casse said as we made 
the less than 5-minute ride from the border crossing 
to the track. 

“It’s small, definitely,” Velazquez concurred.
Pulling in it was obvious the assessment was spot 

on. We decided on a place to meet after the races, 
Rocco joking, “Give me an extra 20 minutes to get 
my trophy.”

Further proof the correct assessment became ev-
ident a few steps onto the grounds. Fort Erie fea-
tured bits and pieces of every little to mid-sized 
track you’ve ever known, part Ellis, Finger Lakes 
and River Downs mixed with some Calder, Fairplex 
and Turfway. Food trucks dotted the area behind the 
grandstand and clubhouse near the paddock – Clas-
sic Treats ice cream, Bombero’s Gourmet Nachos, 
la Cucina Ago-oo, Redline BBQ and Vaticano Ca-
tering cooking up digs that cast a delicious mélange 
of odors in the air ranging from pulled pork to hot 
dogs and hamburgers to cheesesteaks. 

Large banners with the slogan “Fort Erie: Alive 
and Kicking” hung on various parts of the stand, 
along with others advertising the Prince of Wales 
Special, Peameal Bacon with Cheddar or Roast Beef 
on a Bun for $6.75 were taped up elsewhere. Tempt-
ed by both, I passed.

Two national anthems – the American and Ca-
nadian – were played between the second and third 
races, the locals singing along to “O Canada” and it 
felt like the moments before the World Cup without 
all the corporate advertising and close camera cuts 
of the players heads and their tight jerseys. 

Casse settled into a seat at a table with his daugh-

ter and son-in law Camille and Cody Greco, in 
from Toronto for the day, and Canadian division 
assistant Kathryn Sullivan. Casse dug into some 
work, admitting he’d be more relaxed finishing it 
up and then catching on news of his daughter’s first 
few weeks of marriage. Friends, colleagues and fans 
stopped by the table in the Prince of Wales Room 
every so often, including legendary Woodbine-based 
handicapper Jim Bannon and Hall of Fame jockey 
Sandy Hawley.

“If you need a rider Mark I can still make the 
weight,” Hawley said, toting a small plate of food 
and looking like he might be able to tack the 121 
assigned Wonder Gadot against her five male oppo-
nents toting 126 apiece. 

“You were my next choice, but Johnny’s here 
though,” Casse said. 

Dark clouds, some thunder and lightning off in 
the distance beyond the top of the stretch rolled in 
about 6 p.m., roughly an hour and a half before 
post time for the Prince of Wales. The crowds on the 
apron and by the Tiki Bar area not far from the fin-
ish line didn’t seem to mind, lines swelled to snag a 
snack or a drink. One draft beer line wasn’t as deep 
and a Rickard’s Red only cost $4.25. Toss down $6 
and the server will say “thanks darling.”

A band played on the apron about 30 yards from 
the finish and an announcement on the PA informed 
the patrons they’d continue to play “rain or shine,” 
with the caveat they’d move under cover if the skies 
opened. That didn’t take long as a steady rain fell 
between the sixth and seventh, leaving the open 
main track a sea of slop, water standing on top.

While well-wishers continued to pass the table, 
saying things like “Good luck, eh,” Casse sat quiet, 
his left hand on his chin, looking down at the track 
while the tractors rolled over the soaked surface. 

“Hey Tom, let’s go down and watch this next 
race. I want to see what the track’s like,” he said.

After walking down the stairs, chatting about 
not getting as many steps in compared to a normal 
morning at Saratoga, we found a spot on the apron. 
Then we realized the seventh race was an allowance 
race on the grass. 

“We’re not going to learn anything here,” Casse 
said, making his way instead to the paddock with 
his entourage in tow.

A few minutes after the seventh race, won by the 
favored Three Ring Circus, we headed to the No. 1 
stall under the chipping white-painted roof of the 
saddling area and waited for Wonder Gadot. Gary 
Sutherland and Wayne Browne led the Medaglia 
d’Oro filly into the paddock a few minutes later, 
with assistant Paul Lehman right behind. 

“You guys working hard?” Casse asked Lehman.

Day Tripperinthepaddock
BY TOM LAW

Continued On Page 33 
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Velazquez, decked out in Gary 
Barber’s pink and black silks, walked 
out of the jock’s room a few minutes 
later and out to the paddock to wait 
for Casse to finish an interview with 
TSN, the ESPN of Canada. 

As big a rock star as Casse seemed 
in the upstairs dining room, Velazquez 
took home star of the day honors. 
Fans around the paddock cheered 
him on before getting a leg up, shout-
ing “Go Johnny V.,” as Sutherland 
steered the filly around a big puddle 
in the middle of the pathway.

Casse didn’t mess with any 
last-minute instructions.

“Johnny’s won a lot more races 
than me,” he said. “He knows the 
filly and he knows what every other 
horse in the race is going to do.”

Velazquez also knew what he was 
going to do with Wonder Gadot. After 
a nearly five-minute drag that caused 
Casse to fret some more, the starting 
gate opened and Velazquez put Won-
der Gadot on the lead. Casse watched 
from his box, alternating his viewing 
through his binoculars at the infield 
monitor and the action on the track. 
Never seriously challenged, Wonder 
Gadot rolled to a 5 3/4-length win. 

The crowd went nuts, and cheered 
the filly home. As Casse walked down 
to the mud-soaked track, fans con-
gratulated him and implored him to 
stay “home” for the final jewel of the 
Canadian classic series. 

“Congratulations Mr. Casse, 
please come back for the Breeders’ 
Stakes,” a young fan said.

“We’ll see,” Casse responded. 
The rain left the track a mess, 

but seemingly not much worse than 
the conditions at two of our spring 
classics – the Kentucky Derby and 
Preakness – this year. The next sever-
al minutes were a blur, stepping into 
the ankle-deep mud, meeting Wonder 
Gadot and Velazquez and walking 
across a wooden walkway to the in-
field winner’s circle. 

“Get in there Tom,” Casse said, 
and my fifth winner’s circle appear-
ance on the other end of the camera 
ensued. The other four? Way back on 
Memorial Day in 1999 is first, when 
my friend Chuck Simon won his first 
race with Midnight Miner in a maid-
en-claimer at Churchill Downs; the 

second when Terry Finley of West 
Point Thoroughbreds asked me to 
join his team after Ethan Man won 
the Grade 3 Swale Stakes at old Gulf-
stream Park back in 2002. It’s a long 
gap after that, to 2013 when Apse won 
an allowance hurdle for Sean Clancy 
and Riverdee Stable here in Saratoga, 
and the fourth came in 2016 when my 
friends Charlie and Amy LoPresti in-
vited me in when Dear Elaine won an 
allowance race on Closing Day of the 
2016 Keeneland fall meet. 

The Prince of Wales being a classic, 
the scene certainly packed a punch. 

Casse looked happy and relieved 
– he admitted later he considered 
scratching the filly because of the con-
ditions – while Sullivan wiped away 
tears. Sutherland, Browne and Leh-
man stood proud before walking off 
with the filly. Velazquez eyed Casse, 
who agreed to meet the press back 
upstairs, and gave him the “we’re in a 
hurry” look before dashing off to the 
jocks’ room. 

After a five-minute press confer-
ence, goodbyes to Camille and Cody 
and another five-minute wait for 
Velazquez and Rocco in the parking 
lot, we were back in the Yukon head-
ed for the airport. Two hours later 
and after an uneventful stop at the 
border – no felonies after all – and 
an even smoother ride in the King Air 
we could see the lights of Saratoga 
Springs off the left side of the plane. 

“I know you guys do this all the 
time so you’ll probably forget it, but 
I never will,” I said, feeling nostalgic 
as the lights from the runway came 
into view. “I’ve seen you all and in-
terviewed you both for years, but 
from now on I’ll always think about 
the time we went to Fort Erie for the 
Prince of Wales.”

We said our goodbyes a few min-
utes later, I passed off a grocery bag 
carrying three sets of silks for some 
horses Casse would run soon at Sara-
toga. As the red lights of Velazquez’s 
and Casse’s SUVs faded away from 
the parking lot I turned the key to 
start the ignition and thought, “Wow, 
what just happened?” for the first 
time all day. 

Casse and I chatted again Wednes-
day morning, reminiscing about the 
flights and the race. Later in the day I 
texted Casse to say thanks again and 
he responded in a way only someone 
so generous to offer a day trip to re-
member could.

“You made the trip better,” he said. 

Paddock –
 Continued from page 32
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Willie McCarthy sent a message.  
Appreciate the mention last night Sean…I’LL BE 

BACK…!
Using all caps more adeptly than our president, 

McCarthy texted those nine words after I had pre-
sented the champion jockey trophy to Darren Nagle 
at the National Steeplechase Association’s Awards 
Dinner in January. Nagle had won his first title and 
deserved it, but former champions Paddy Young, 
Kieran Norris and Willie McCarthy deserved men-
tion after bone-crunching and soul-searching sea-
sons in 2017. 

Young was out forever. Norris made it back by 
fall. And McCarthy, he had been on the shelf since 
summer, trying to recover from a broken foot, two 
broken vertebrae, five broken ribs, a punctured 
lung, a 10-inch laceration and a concussion suffered 
when he got unshipped early in a handicap hurdle 
at Parx. I wasn’t sure he was coming back, know-
ing that jump jockey’s years are measured like dog 
years and thinking about the mental and physical 
war of trying to relight a flickering flame. McCar-
thy, watching the award’s dinner on his computer, 
heard my doubt and made sure there would be no 
doubt. 

I fired back three thumbs up and hoped to see him 
when the season started in March. I have to admit, 
I wasn’t sure. Mid-30s, a champion title already on 
his mantle, battling his weight, trying to galvanize 
another comeback, McCarthy was far from a sure 
thing. Of all the jump jockeys I’ve known and writ-
ten about, and there have been many, McCarthy is 
more introspective than most, that can be a blessing 
and a curse. McCarthy used it as a blessing while 
recuperating from his fall, going back and taking 
score of how he had been handling his career. Since 
winning the jockey title with 23 wins in 2014, Mc-
Carthy had plummeted to 10 wins in 2015, slipped 
to nine in 2016 and had eked out six wins before the 
Parx fall ended his 2017 season.

“I definitely lost my appetite for it,” McCarthy 
said. “I thought everything was going to happen 
for me, I thought I was going to get the horses, I 
definitely wasn’t fit as I was in previous years, I felt 
like I was letting myself down and doing myself, the 
owners and the horses an injustice because I wasn’t 
prepared. I had six months to sit down and think 
about what I’m doing wrong, where it was going 
wrong,”

McCarthy vowed that it would never happen 
again. Once he healed from his injuries, McCarthy 
set out to change it, shedding weight the right way, 
limiting alcohol, adding Pilates and other cardiovas-
cular exercise to his routine and rededicating him-
self to a craft that he, admittedly, had abandoned. 

Fit, light and determined, McCarthy returned in 
March, but lost his first 14 races in a row before 
picking up a win in late April, another with a sur-

geon’s touch on Cite in the best maiden of the sea-
son at the Iroquois and another in a maiden claimer 
in mid May to end the spring with three wins. It 
wasn’t stellar but it was a start. 

“I’ve dedicated my whole life to this, for a brief 
time while I was off, I was thinking what am I go-
ing to do? It’s a million-dollar question, and I don’t 
want to answer that question,” McCarthy said. 
“I’m young enough, I felt like I was coming back 
from the injury well enough, I said, just get yourself 
in the right place, I know I’ve only got a few more 
years left in me, but I want them to be the best years 
of my career, when I pull the curtain on it, I want to 
go out on the top, that’s my ambition, I’ve got to get 
back up there.”

Wednesday, McCarthy was back up there. The 
35-year-old Irishman guided New Member to a dy-
namic score in the Jonathan Kiser Novice Stakes. 
After losing three straight hurdle starts this spring, 
McCarthy convinced trainer Jack Fisher to add 
blinkers to the British-bred and that did the trick, 
providing McCarthy with, perhaps, the biggest win 
of his career, or at least, the most appreciated one. 

“I talked to you back in December or January 
and told you I was making a comeback and I was 
doing it right,” McCarthy said. “To come back up 
here and showcase on a horse like him feels really 
good.”

McCarthy stopped at the scales in front of the 
jocks’ room, sweat pouring from every ledge of 
his hallowed face and smiled, a contentment-filled 
smile, the culmination of a long and arduous come-
back. 

“I always wanted to get to the top,” McCarthy 
said. “But I got there and was like, ‘What do you 
do next?’ ” 

For McCarthy, he toiled for a few seasons, hit 
rock bottom and then began to rise again. 

Welcome Backcupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

When it comes to helping our clients, 
Brown Advisory never rests.

(800)-645-3923
www.brownadvisory.com

Tod Marks
Willie McCarthy and New Member win Wednesday’s first.

http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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PROVEN SUCCESS  
AT SARATOGA

DADDY IS A LEGEND 
Lake George S. (G3)

LE ARN MORE AT SEPTEMBER.KEENEL AND.COM

http://www.keeneland.com/


  

Maryland Sire Showcase
OVER $1 MILLION IN PURSES 

• A FULL CARD OF RACING FOR MARYLAND-MILLION SIRED HORSES •

Pre-Entry Deadline October 10

Check eligibility at MarylandMillion.com

Pre-Entry Deadline October 10
1-800-638-1859 Racing Office & entries direct line

Check eligibility at MarylandMillion.com
Or call 410-252-2100 • Pre-Entry Books available soon 

Got a  

Maryland-sired  

horse in your stable?

https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/



