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BY THE NUMBERS
5: Friends signed up for the Readers Club by Ed Reinfurt. 
Thanks, Ed. For the rest of you, we’ve got some advice: Be like 
Ed and check out the Readers Club.

100,000: Dollars donated by Stonestreet Thoroughbreds to 
the University of Kentucky’s Gluck Equine Research Founda-
tion to help fund a study developing an equine biological pass-
port to detect drug use by monitoring changes to peptides and 
protein abundance, and monitor those biomarkers over time. 
The program aims to impact policy change and drug testing 
protocol, and further understand the impact of drugs and med-
ications on Thoroughbred racehorses. 

9.4: Percent increase in total handle at Saratoga’s Open-
ing Weekend of 2020 compared to 2019. Bettors wagered 
$80,325,660 July 16-19, compared to $73,441,101 over the 
first four days last year.

NAMES OF THE DAY Wednesday

Box Of Chocolates, second race. The 4-year-old gelding is by 
Candy Ride, out of Lady Godiva. Bred by Peter E. Blum Thor-
oughbreds, he is now owned by Gold Square. 

Breithorn, fourth race. Together, the 3-year-old colt and his 
dam Ventoux (both bred and named by Juddmonte Farm) 
make up two mountains of the Alps, about 200 miles apart in 
Switzerland and France, respectively. Owned by Bill Mott and 
Paradise Farms. 

Gringotts, 10th race. The Cedar Meadow homebred by Central 
Banker takes her name from the bank referenced throughout 
the Harry Potter series. Vaults in Gringotts Wizarding Bank 
have been known to include horcruxes, enchanted swords, and 
a massive guard-dragon that may or may not aid the escape of 
three daring heroes in the final installment of the series, but 
we digress. 

WORTH REPEATING
“I swear if I put thumbs on him he’d get right in and drive the 
van. He’s that smart.”

Laura Moquett on Grade 1 winner Whitmore,  
expected to be favored in Saturday’s Alfred G. Vanderbilt 

“Can you take a picture from Sect. K, Row K, seat 19-20? I’m 
terribly missing my view from the best seats at the track.”
Saratoga fan Paul Milos (Tom Law will see what he can do)

 
“He asked me about horses I forgot about.”

Trainer Shug McGaughey,
after a Fasig-Tipton Stable Tour with Sean Clancy

 
“Buddy, you pick 10 a day.”

The Special’s Sean Clancy to coworker Tom Law, 
after Law said he picked Momos Sunday

“If we do end up in a dead heat, two noses on the wire, I win 
because I have the bigger NOSE.”

The Special’s John Shapazian to fellow handicapper 
 Law (both are off to quick starts in The Power Grid)

The Saratoga Editors/Publishers/Owners:
Sean Clancy: (302) 545-7713. sean@thisishorseracing.com Joe Clancy: (302) 545-4424. joe@thisishorseracing.com

Managing Editor: Tom Law: (859) 396-9407. tom@thisishorseracing.com

ST Publishing, Inc. 364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F, Elkton, MD 21921.
(410) 392-5867

thisishorseracing.com
2020 publication dates: Wednesdays and Saturdays July 18-Sept. 5.

Plus Opening Day July 16 & Season Wrap-up Sept. 12.

The Saratoga Special, thisishorseracing.com, Thoroughbred Racing Calendar, The Best of The Saratoga Special,  
New York Thoroughbred Breeders work, Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred and a whole lot more.

Call us about your editorial needs.

here&there...in racing
Presented by Shadwell Farm

Susie Raisher/NYRA
Leg Stretcher. Travers favorite Tiz The Law (with Heather Smullen aboard) breezes at Saratoga last week. The Belmont winner went 5 furlongs in :59.63. 

Writers/Copy Editors: Paul Halloran, Nolan Clancy.

Photography: Tod Marks. Marketing: Samantha Loud.

Handicappers: Charles Bedard, John Shapazian,  
Rob Whitlock.

https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader
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here&there...in racing
Presented by Shadwell Farm

Robert Simmons/Eclipse Sportswire
Trainer’s View. Linda Rice finds a seat during the races last week.

WORTH REPEATING
“The way I look at it, I saved $3,500.”

Trainer Jack Fisher on buying Roscoe the donkey 
for $500 instead of some other (more trendy) donkey for $4,000

“I tried to buy him as a 4-year-old, but he’s still going.”
Fisher, about one-time steeplechase prospect Mills  

(who made his 71st flat start last week and has won three times this year at age 10)

“We make sure he gets extra carrots every day.”
Trainer Ricky Hendriks about Barhanpour,  

whose most important job is workmate to Grade 1 winner Optimus Prime

“It’s nice to talk about racing instead of what we’ve been fooling around with when there wasn’t 
any racing.”

Hendriks, on the steeplechase schedule’s lack of racing – and conversations with writers

“I’m not trying to be a smart ass or anything. I would want you to tell me if my zipper was down.”
Trainer Tim Keefe, after texting The Special’s Joe Clancy 

 about a mistake in the Readers Club confirmation email (we fixed it)

“Not quite the same as reading @ the Trackside Grill eating an egg sandwich but way better than 
nothing. Joined the Readers Club again. I’m a total sucker for “big event coming soon.”

Special reader Tom Finucan

“Definitely the best impulse buy I’ve made (so far) today.”
Special fan Jessica Paquette, after signing up for the Readers Club

“It’s OK to say some things were good during all this. I know for me I got a lot done at the farm.”
Trainer Arch Kingsley Jr. on lockdown life in the pandemic  

“Looking for a story?”
Trainer-turned-jock’s agent (again) Kiaran McLaughlin, 

 to The Special’s Tom Law Tuesday morning

“He’s got some gems, don’t worry.”
Assistant trainer Austin Trites on some potential stars 

 in Jimmy Toner’s string back at Belmont

“I see you’re doing Stable Tours of California trainers. Now I really have no shot of getting in 
there.”

Trainer Chad Summers, after The Special  
checked in with Michael McCarthy a few issues back

  

New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association

www.nytha.com
516.488.2337  
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“If I had my health and a little more time, I’d like to train 
 a few jumpers. They say you have to train jumpers light.  

I want to train them hard – I’d like to work them a mile-and-a-
quarter to see how good they are. You take a horse with  
a lot of natural speed and teach him to jump, you’d have  

something. It would be like cantering to him between the jumps.  
I admire a good jump rider. A good jump rider.”

– Trainer H. Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

�����, ������, ������� � �����, �.�.  I  ��� ������� ������, ������ ����, �� 115��  I  ���.����.��� 

������� ������� ����� ����� ����� ������� 

 ������ �� ������ ���� 
Chair, Equine & Racing Law 

516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 

�e�resen�n� o�ners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, 
dri�ers and horse�en associa�ons in business transac�ons and 

�a�ers before the �e� �ork �tate �a�in� �o��ission 
and in the federal and state courts.  

https://nytha.com/
http://msek.com/


5Wednesday, July 22, 2020 The saraToga special

POSTCARD TO SARATOGA
From Jason Blewitt, former NYRA television host now 

filling a similar role with Gulfstream Park in Florida. His 
namesake, Blewitt (the horse), runs in today’s Lubash 
Stakes for Repole Stable and trainer Todd Pletcher.

It feels a little strange to send a postcard of sorts 
to Saratoga Springs in late July, but here we are. So, 
greetings from Fort Lauderdale! 

Summers down here – this is the fourth summer 
my wife, Kristina, and I are enjoying in SoFla – are 
pretty laid back. Non-racing days at Gulfstream Park usually find us hiking Big Cypress 
Preserve, paddle boarding or simply spending time with our two dogs, Auggie and Zizi. 
Jake, our cat, loves bossing the two dogs around!

My love of Saratoga runs deep. My memories go even deeper. I was fortunate to 
spend 18 summers upstate and witnessed countless champions, legendary perfor-
mances, big scores, bad beats and everything between. Saratoga is also responsible 
for the greatest moment of my life as I met my future wife Kristina (a Saratoga native) 
at the track in 2015. It will always be one of my favorite places on the planet. 

I’ve daydreamed for nearly three years as to what it would feel like watching Blewitt 
race at Saratoga. That wish is fulfilled Wednesday in the Lubash (big Lubash fan here) 
and I will be watching Blewitt roll alongside Kristina, my parents, grandma (Grandma 
Pat is 96) and nephew, Aidan. This is what the game is about.   

Thoroughbred racing has given me everything, including a close friendship with 
Mike Repole. I have an incredible amount of pride at being a part of Repole Stable. 

here&there...in racing
Presented by Shadwell Farm

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“It’s his mind, he’s a very relaxed horse. I haven’t  
ridden him but he’s probably easy to ride.”

Breeder Florent Couturier, about Hall of Fame stakes winner Decorated Invader

BY THE NUMBERS Saratoga 2019 vs. 2020

99: Entries for Day 5 in 2019. 

95: Entries for Day 5 in 2020. 

63: Trainers with runners on Day 5 in 2019. 

59: Trainers with runners on Day 5 in 2020

97: Entries for Day 6 in 2019. 

87: Entries for Day 6 in 2020. 

53: Trainers with runners on Day 6 in 2019. 

53: Trainers with runners on Day 6 in 2020.

94: Entries for Day 7 in 2019. 

93: Entries for Day 7 in 2020. 

59: Trainers with runners on Day 7 in 2019. 

57: Trainers with runners on Day 7 in 2020

Never miss The Special  Sign up for our email list

http://msek.com/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001jarSHX2McaSFaxeBy2xvpH3nmk3kn6jq7OxLjs_fUyS09UExulN369I3ck5RVSKSuiVG753bxGQ4RpAME5Xns3YPhawANXtmp8jZ2TjSfMU%3D
https://shadwellfarm.com/
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It took a pandemic, a mostly remote 
staff and a phone call, but the Fasig-Tip-
ton Stable Tour visits a steeplechase 
trainer for the first time in its six-year 
history. Based on a farm in Maryland, 
Jack Fisher will be a familiar name to 
Saratoga fans again this summer with 
horses targeting every race on the track’s 
limited jump manifest. Things get start-
ed with today’s first, the Jonathan Kiser 
novice hurdle stakes, and continue with 
tomorrow’s Grade 1 A.P. Smithwick Me-
morial Stakes. The jumpers are the first 
race, and post time is 12:50 p.m.

The National Steeplechase Associa-
tion’s champion trainer for eight consec-
utive years (and 13 of the last 17), Fisher 
is loaded in both though he’ll have plen-
ty of competition from Jonathan Sheppard, Ricky 
Hendriks, Leslie Young and others. Like everyone 
on the steeplechase circuit, Fisher is just happy for 
the opportunity after the spring calendar was near-
ly wiped out by the global health crisis. 

“Saratoga is doing a great job to have us, to have 
racing at all, the whole nine yards,” Fisher said. 
“We’re really appreciative of the work they’re do-
ing and the opportunities we have.”

Fourteen meets were canceled this spring, cost-
ing horsemen roughly $2 million in purses and de-
laying the progress of dozens of horses. Trainers 
marched on, keeping horses in training and show-
ing up when it finally counted for two rescheduled 
meets in June. The summer schedule includes racing 
at Saratoga and Colonial Downs with all eyes on an 
uncertain fall calendar. 

“I have employees and I feel obligated to keep 
them employed,” Fisher said of his spring work to 
keep horses in training. “They rely on me, and my 
owners, to pay rent, make car payments, to live. I’ve 
got to keep horses going to keep them employed.”

Like any jump trainer’s barn, Fisher’s roster cov-
ers all the bases – European imports, flat castoffs, 
American-breds with flashy pedigrees and even a 
donkey. He went through the list with The Special’s 
Joe Clancy Monday afternoon, and felt a little pres-
sure.

“I saw Shug’s the other day,” he said of Shug 
McGaughey’s turn to give the tour Saturday. “I’m 
not sure I’ve got that much to say.”

Snap Decision: The 4-5 favorite in Wednesday’s Jonathan 
Kiser novice hurdle stakes has won five in a row and been first 
or second in all seven starts since converting from the Phipps 
Stable/McGaughey barn for Fisher and Bruton Street-US. On 
the flat, the half-brother to Mr Speaker and grandson of Per-
sonal Ensign won twice, placed in a Grade 3 and was beaten 
three-quarters of a length by Bricks And Mortar in an allowance 
race. Other foes included Mr. Buff, Yoshida and Focus Group. 
Over hurdles, the 6-year-old Hard Spun gelding has done noth-
ing wrong, even in the two races he lost (experience-gaining 
seconds to next-out winners). Started 2020 with facile score 
in open company at Great Meadow June 27. “I’ve had other 
horses with really nice pedigrees and who were decent flat 
horses that have been useless. I’m like, ‘Show me your stuff.’ 
I knew he was good when we started training him, I know he’s 
good now, but I still don’t know how good he is. How do you 
know? You don’t know until you step them out of the group 
they’re in. He’s still in the novice group. I think (stablemate) 
Moscato is better. Snap is an easy horse to train. Anybody can 
ride him, like most good horses. It’s not the trainer. No, Shug 
hasn’t asked for him back, but it is kind of amusing to see the 
reaction Snap gets. I follow Phipps Stable on Facebook and 
they put stuff about Snap on there all the time. They should 
be happy seeing him do something else, something they don’t 
do. I know that’s how I feel. When I see a horse I trained doing 
well as a show horse or a foxhunter or something I’m always 
happy for the horse.”

City Dreamer: Riverdee Stable’s Irish-bred is 10-1 in the 
Kiser and makes his 2020 debut after nearly all of the spring 
steeplechase circuit was canceled. Has won once in seven 
American starts after winning two over hurdles for Alan King 
in England in 2017. Six-year-old captured competitive novice 
stakes with huge late push at Nashville last spring, but couldn’t 

handle Snap Decision in next two at Belmont and 
Far Hills. Closed last year with solid second in 
AFLAC Supreme Hurdle at Pine Mountain. “There 
was no place to run this spring, at all. The last 
time he ran at the racetrack (Belmont 2019) he 
didn’t relax any part of the journey. He’s even 
more keyed up this year, which is not a good thing 
for him. He needs to relax. He’s a cool horse. I 
don’t know how good he is. He can be in the mix 
with that best race he has. Belisarius and Snap 
Decision are the two standouts (in the Kiser). He’s 
best of rest.”

Moscato: Bruton Street-US gray is still looking 
for his first Grade 1, though he’s beaten Grade 
1  horses in the Temple Gwathmey the last two 
years, and gets another chance in the Smithwick. 
Make sure you watch him gallop to the start – 
he should be in movies or some cowboy’s horse. 

Nine-year-old English import won at Saratoga in 2017, missed 
2018 completely and skipped the Spa last summer. Opened 
2020 with 11-length demolition of Gwathmey field at Middle-
burg. Won five on the flat in England with Sir Mark Prescott 
(including 2-mile handicap at Ascot in 2015) and also finished 
fourth in two major staying flat races in 2016. “To me, he 
should have won the Iroquois last year, but after that things 
didn’t go well. We skipped the summer and I’ve given up trying 
to figure out what the problem was at Belmont (a dull eighth in 
the Lonesome Glory). That’s the only bad race he’s run when 
you look at it (1-2-3 every other time for Fisher). You scratch 
your head and just say forget that one. He’s got ability and he’s 
fast enough to compete at Saratoga. You can’t let him get too 
far out of it. He’ll gallop along back there if you let him. He’s a 
good-feeling horse and when he’s feeling right, when you go to 
gallop, he starts squealing. He’s squealing now.”

Pravalaguna: Another Smithwick starter, 8-year-old mare 
wasn’t supposed to be in Saratoga until the virus upended her 
spring target at Nashville. Won five over jumps when part of 
Irish trainer Willie Mullins’ barn and dominated distaff hurdle 
at Far Hills last year (her only U.S. start). Stayed with Fisher 
and makes first start under his banner Thursday. Real target is 
filly/mare stakes at Colonial Downs Aug. 31, but she has prov-
en her quality against males before. “I’d be more apt to aim for 
the open races if Bruton Street didn’t already have a couple for 
those races. She’s a big galloper and in the filly/mare division 
she’ll be very tough. She’s the queen and does what she wants 
at home. She’s Lunaire’s girlfriend, or he thinks she is. When 
she first came, we turned them out together – without hind 
shoes – and she tried to kick him in the head. Nobody got hurt, 
and we explained it to him as best we could.” 

with 
Jack Fisher

Tod Marks
Trainer Jack Fisher has won at least one jump 
race at Saratoga for nine consecutive years.

Continued On Page 8 

http://fasigtipton.com/
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FIRST FOALS OF 2020

ACCELERATE

COLT O/O GSP  
WEST COAST CHICK

Lookin at Lucky – Issues, by Awesome Again

$20,000
lanesend.com  |  t: 859.873.7300
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Gibralfaro: Fisher’s third Smithwick runner opened 2020 
with a fourth behind Snap Decision (beaten 5 ½ lengths) at 
Great Meadow June 27. Fisher liked that effort, and thinks it’ll 
help Thursday. Gets in light at 142 pounds. “Saratoga was al-
ways the plan with him simply because I don’t think he wants to 
run against Moscato and Scorpiancer. They weren’t supposed 
to go to Saratoga originally. We get the weight. Do I want to 
take on Optimus Prime and Moscato at equal weights? No, I 
don’t. But I’ll give it a shot if I’m getting 14 or more pounds. 
Historically, the races at Saratoga are won by the lightweights. 
He ran a good race last time. It looked like he was done and 
came flying, like he had another gear, in the stretch. That will 
help him at Saratoga. He keeps trying.”

Fast Car: Flying the silks of major flat owner Bob LaPenta, 
4-year-old Verrazano gelding cost $625,000 as a yearling but 
wound up with Fisher last year. Won $40,000 maiden claimer 
on the turf at Colonial Downs in September and went jumping 
with two starts versus 3-year-olds last fall. Fifth in 2020 debut 
in June and then flew home to capture 4-year-old maiden at 
Great Meadow June 27. Aiming for non-winners of two hurdle 
at Saratoga. “He’s so immature still. He hasn’t grown up at all. 
We tried blinkers at home. I decided not to do it. Watching him 
come down the stretch in the race he won, he’s everywhere. 
His legs are everywhere, he’s looking everywhere. At Middle-
burg, he left him way too much to do and that’s really not the 
best place for a green horse. He will probably appreciate not 
having a last fence (in the stretch), and not having fans and 
being at a racetrack. Do you know how many horses I have 
that somebody paid a lot of money for? There are a ton of 

them. He’s got talent. I’m not sure how much yet. But he’s still 
learning. When he works at home, we pull up at the top of the 
hill and he runs into the back of horses and won’t pull up. It’s 
good for jump racing (to have someone like LaPenta involved). 
It shows people horses can do it. I’m trying to see if they can 
get Javier Castellano to ride him the second time he runs at 
Saratoga. What could possibly go wrong?”

Prayer Hope: Another high-dollar yearling purchase 
($700,000) whose career didn’t really go where it was sup-

posed to go after one start on the flat in 2018. Tapit gelding 
won his hurdle debut for DASH Stable and Fisher last spring 
before missing the rest of the year. Seventh on the turf at Lau-
rel July 10, and aiming for non-winners of two hurdle at Sara-
toga. “I thought he’d win at Laurel. He’s 9-5 and he runs off 
for a half-a-mile and then beats two horses. He’s been great at 
home. We haven’t seen any of that stuff out of him. I figure one 
way to slow him down the first part of it is to throw a couple 
jumps in his way.”

Brianbakescookies: Giant’s Causeway 7-year-old got 
claimed from Michelle Nevin in his first start, then bounced 
through barns of Desmond Farrell, Christophe Clement, John 
Toscano and Linda Rice (winning once for each) before being 
claimed by Fisher client Gill Johnston for $16,000 at Delaware 
Park in 2018. Johnston remembered the horse when he was 
with Clement in 2017, and took a chance. Over jumps, he’s 
got a win and three seconds in six starts. Opened 2020 with 
a second to highly regarded Galway Kid (who runs in today’s 
Kiser) at Middleburg. “I give credit to Gill. We looked at him 
when Christophe had him and we thought we were a go, but 
he got claimed for $40,000. Then he shows up at Delaware a 
year later and she said she was going to claim him. She just 
likes him, and she wanted to give him a good home. I think he’s 
repaying her now.”

Whitman’s Poetry: Tiznow gelding graduated the maiden 
hurdle ranks in his second start in 2017, but has lost ever since 
including four seconds over hurdles and two more on the flat. 
Lost jockey in both starts at Saratoga last summer and missed 
rest of the season. Opened 2020 with a fifth behind Galway 
Kid and Brianbakescookies at Middleburg June 13. Holds big 
experience edge on some in non-winners of two category. “I’ve 

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 6

Continued On Page 9 

Tod Marks
Moscato will be a player in the Grade 1 jump division.

http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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got four non-winners of two and I’m throwing 
paint at the wall with some of them. He’s OK 
when it goes right.”

Cracker Factory: Owned by Michael Lund 
Petersen (Gamine, anyone?), English-bred 
5-year-old arrived in Fisher’s barn last year 
after winning four times in England and start-
ing at the 2019 Cheltenham Festival. Two 
American starts were dull – a sixth at Bel-
mont in September and a pull-up at Far Hills 
– and Fisher hopes for better while targeting 
a handicap hurdle at Saratoga in August. “I 
don’t know. Seriously. He didn’t run at all at 
Belmont and at Far Hills I expected better and 
he was done going into the first fence. I have 
no explanation at all. At home there’s nothing 
wrong, his legs are all good. He doesn’t work 
brilliantly, but a lot of them don’t. I’m hopeful. 
I was high on him going to Belmont and Far 
Hills and it didn’t work out.” 

Could he be one for the Jack Fisher Rule? 
“What’s the Jack Fisher Rule?” 
Well, it used to apply a little bit more often, but it 

goes like this: For no apparent reason, a Jack Fisher 
horse might run the race of his life so pay attention 
when the odds are long. 

“You mean like Sharp Face? He was 50-1 
at Belmont (in 2002). I didn’t think he would 
win, but he wasn’t that bad. I bet $300.” 

Sharp Face paid $103 to win, and Fisher 
made a lot of new friends in the receiving barn 
afterward.

New Member: Winner of the Kiser and 
second in the Turf Writers in 2018, Armata 
Stable’s Irish-bred missed last year and aims 
for a handicap hurdle. Three-time winner was 
dull and pulled up in the Gwathmey at Mid-
dleburg in June, prompting Fisher to consider 
easier company. “I was high on him early in 
the year and he ran that race at Middleburg. 
I have no excuse for that. I thought he could 
run very well there, but he didn’t. I’m not run-
ning him in the stakes after that performance. 
He’s won at Saratoga, was second in the Turf 
Writers (to Optimus Prime). He’s OK when he 
runs those races. I hope he can do that again.”

Lunaire: Woodslane Farm homebred Mal-
ibu Moon gelding (a half-brother to Grade 
1 winner Sadler’s Joy) won three on the flat 
with Tom Albertrani and converted to hurdles 
with a seventh in debut at Middleburg June 
13. Aiming for maiden company at Colonial 
Downs. “I think he’ll be tough there. He’s got-
ten better and figured it out.” 

Lemonade Thursday: Riverdee Stable 
5-year-old is out of conditions on the flat, 
otherwise you might have seen him among 
the Saratoga entries. Third in his hurdle debut 
June 27, Lemon Drop Kid gelding also aims 
for a maiden hurdle at Colonial Downs. “I 
think he’ll be very tough.”

Scorpiancer: Eclipse Award-winning jump-
er of 2017 and three-time Grade 1 winner was 
sent to co-owner Mike Hankin’s farm for some 
rest – and perhaps retirement – at age 11. 
Irish-bred has won seven races, including two 
runnings of the Grade 1 Iroquois, and boasts 
$632,360 in earnings so there’s no rush. “He 
injured his suspensory behind and the first 
time we looked, we didn’t see anything. It 
didn’t come down to where I liked it, so we 
sent him home. We’ll try him next year, but 
he doesn’t have to come back. He could just 
retire. He’s a little weird. I used to fall off that 
horse all the time, ALL the time. One day gal-
loping, he cut right, or left, and the only thing 
that made me happy was he was lying on 
the ground alongside of me. He tried to do a 
90-degree turn and there was no reason at all. 
You could see the marks in the track where he 
did it, too. He can retire if he needs to. What a 
cool horse. He was bought to be a good horse 
in England and wasn’t very good. To do what 
he wound up doing here was pretty nice.”

Footpad: Much-ballyhooed import for 2020 
season won’t run for new owner Sonny Via 
until 2021 after the pandemic wiped out May’s 
Iroquois Steeplechase and has threatened ma-
jor fall races too. French-bred won 11 races 
and nearly $1 million for Mullins including five 
in a row in 2017-18, Cheltenham’s Arkle Stee-
plechase among them, and two hurdle races 
in France. “I turned him out in the big field 
with Pik Em (another hurdler who wasn’t des-
tined for Saratoga). I would have had Footpad 
at Saratoga if I knew we weren’t having the 
Iroquois. He’s a cool horse. We haven’t done 
anything with him. He cost a lot of money, he 
likes mints. That much I know. We’ll just wait 
until next year. It’s not easy, but it’s the right 
thing to do. I told Sonny, ‘It’s not the horse’s 
fault, it’s not your fault, it’s not my fault. It’s 
not anybody’s fault. It is what it is.’ We’d nev-
er heard of coronavirus when we bought that 
horse. There’s nothing you can do about it.”

Doc Cebu, Schoodic, Storm Team: 
The timber horses are all on vacation after 
a disjointed spring of no racing in March, 
April or May. They get turned out at night and 
snooze in front of fans all day. “They’ve got a 
pretty good life this time of year. I might just 
wait until next year with all of them, but we’ll 
see. Doc Cebu and Storm Team could run. I’ll 
probably wait with Schoodic. There just aren’t 
many opportunities in the fall for timber hors-
es and it’s hard to get them going the way you 
need to in the summer. It’s easier in the spring 
because you can do more things with them 
to get fit.”

Roscoe: Don’t look him up on Equibase. 
Roscoe is the stable donkey, whose job is 
technically to keep horses company or some-
thing. Mostly, he hangs around, gets in trou-
ble and creates comic relief. “He’s not happy 
in the heat. He just stands in front of a fan all 
day. He’s 25 years old I think. No, I don’t know 
how long donkeys live.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

http://fasigtipton.com/
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Haskell-G1 winner

AUTHENTIC
Next stop: Louisville

AVENGERS & MYRACEHORSE GOT INTOAVENGERS & MYRACEHORSE GOT INTO

IN JERSEY.
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BY TOM LAW
Michael Blowen thought he had 

Christophe Clement over the prover-
bial barrel when he bumped into him 
one day at Saratoga a few years back.

“Hey, how come every time we 
get a horse that you trained they’re 
always so grouchy?” the founder and 
head of Old Friends, the Thorough-
bred retirement facility in George-
town, Ky., said to Clement.

Not so fast Blowen. 
“The reason is because they leave 

the great trainer and they have to go 
live with you,” Clement shot back, 
triggering Blowen’s signature deep 
laugh and wide smile. 

The horse Blowen specifically re-
ferred to was Lubash, honored today 

with the first running of an $85,000 
stakes for New York-breds on the 
grass.  

“That was funny, no doubt,” Blow-
en said Tuesday in between chores at 
Old Friends. “I’m so excited for the 
race tomorrow. It’s great they have a 
race named for him. 

The Lubash, goes as the third race 
on today’s 10-race card with a post 
time of 1:54 p.m. EDT, drew a field of 
six led by heavy favorite Cross Border 
and includes a main track only runner 
in Yankee Division. 

The 1 1/16-mile turf event hon- Tod Marks
Retired at Old Friends in Kentucky and honored with a stakes in his name Wednesday, 
Lubash heads for home in the 2015 West Point at Saratoga.

WEDNESDAY STAKES PREVIEW

Tough Guy
Inaugural Lubash Stakes honors 
New York-bred turf champion

Continued On Page 12 

https://www.spendthriftfarm.com/


11Wednesday, July 22, 2020 The saraToga special

S A L E  B E G I N S  S U N D A Y,  S E P T.  13

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

K E E N E L A N D

BREEDER
WinStar Farm

OWNER
WinStar Stablemates Racing

CONSIGNOR
Denali Stud

Most Accomplished
The World's

Yearling Sale

PARIS 
LIGHTS

Coaching Club American Oaks (G1)

Keeneland September graduates win on racing's 
biggest stages. Congratulations to Paris Lights, 
winner of the Coaching Club American Oaks (G1) 

at Saratoga

http://september.keeneland.com/
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DarleyMaking history: it takes foresight

The Bernardini effect
THE MOST
More Graded Stakes winners on dirt since 2015
than all other stallions bar Tapit and Curlin.

THE FASTEST
Quicker to 20 Graded Stakes winnersas a 
broodmare sire and five G1 winners as a paternal
grandsire than any stallion in the world.

THE LATEST
Bernardini’s Kentucky Derby prospect – the G2
Blue Grass winner Art Collector – ran a 103 Beyer.

ors the two-time winner of Saratoga’s West Point 
Handicap who competed for significant chunks 
of his career against fellow New York-breds King 
Kreesa and Kharafa. Lubash won the 2015 West 
Point at the immediate expense of King Kreesa, 
after losing to that foe the year before by a head. 
Lubash topped Kharafa in the 2015 Kingston 
Stakes at Belmont after Kharafa got the better of 
his rival a few months before in the 2014 Mohawk 
Stakes at Belmont. 

We could go on and on. And now the three are 
together again, albeit about 800 miles from Sara-
toga. 

“We have all three of them here, King Kreesa, 
Kharafa and Lubash,” Blowen said. “King Kreesa 
and Kharafa are best buds. Nobody gets along with 
Lubash. Nobody.”

Lubash, who Clement says is one of the favorite 
horses he’s trained, is notoriously picky. Whether 
it’s people, field mates, treats, anything, but there’s 
no denying the now 13-year-old son of Freud’s ten-
dencies. 

“We try everything,” Blowen said. “We treat 
him like a stallion, he has to be by himself. He’s 
cute, but he’s very bossy. He doesn’t want to be 
fooled with. I put it to the tour groups, ‘Look, he 
doesn’t want to have roommates he just wants to 

have neighbors.’
“But he’s gorgeous and acts like a 3-year-old. 

He’s full of energy all the time. He likes to run 
around, keep active. Most of the other ones after 
they retire they settle in pretty good and just chill 
out. Not Lubash.”

Bred and owned by Leonard Pivnick’s Aliyu Ben 
J Stables, Lubash earned champion New York-bred 
turf male honors in 2014 and 2015. Pivnick named 
Lubash in honor of his childhood friend and the 
late respected New York Times journalist Arnold 
Lubasch (even though there’s a spelling error). 

Lubasch the journalist covered crime at the 
Times for more than 30 years, writing about ev-

erything from the murder and racketeering trial of 
Gambino family boss John Gotti to a biography 
of actor and civil rights activist Paul Robeson. Lu-
basch died at age 83 in 2016, Pivnick followed at 
81 in 2018 (after cheering Lubash the horse home 
for eight seasons).

In addition to his New York-bred championships 
Lubash the horse won 18 races with nine seconds 
and seven thirds in 54 starts to earn $1,515,139 
for trainers Clement and Jim Ryerson. He won 
12 stakes at ages 3, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9, including the 
Grade 3 Tropical Turf Handicap as a 7- and 9-year-
old and the Grade 3 Fort Marcy as a 6-year-old. 

Three Diamond Farm’s Cross Border returns 
to the state-bred ranks for the first time since last 
year’s Saratoga meet for the Lubash. 

The 6-year-old English Channel ridgling finished 
fifth, beaten just a length by Instilled Regard, in 
the Grade 1 Manhattan at Belmont July 4. He won 
each of his three starts last summer at Saratoga – 
July 19 at 1 1/16 miles and Aug. 11 and 29 at 1 
1/8 miles. 

The Lubash shares the card with the opening 
$55,000 Jonathan Kiser novice hurdle, which drew 
a field of seven led by odds-on choice Snap Decision 
for trainer Jack Fisher. 

The Lubash also starts the second week of the 
spectator-free 2020 Saratoga meet, which fea-
tures the $100,000 A.P. Smithwick Memorial and 
$100,000 Statue of Liberty division of the New 
York Stallion Series Thursday and the Grade 3 
Quick Call Friday. 

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Leonard Pivnick (left) helps lead Lubash in 2015.

https://www.darleyamerica.com/news/bernardini-effect?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Bernardini&utm_campaign=Stallions
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a r e  m a d e  h e r e
ClassiCso o

Sat., October 10, 2020
Post Time 7:00 pm

Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic
and the breeders classics races

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414   |   www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709

Carol Holden, President   |   Theresa Bitner, Exec. Sec.   |   Sam Huff, Chairman Emeritus

BY JOE CLANCY
Ricky Hendriks doesn’t mince 

words when he talks about Optimus 
Prime, the 9-5 morning-line favorite 
in Thursday’s A.P. Smithwick Memo-
rial Steeplechase at Saratoga.

“This is the fastest horse I’ve ever 
trained,” the trainer said Monday. 
“And there’s a gap between him and 
the second fastest.”

To be fair, Hendriks hasn’t exactly 
specialized in champion sprinters but 
it’s still a statement. 

Optimus Prime sure looks the 
part. In five starts since joining Hen-
driks’ barn in 2018, Rosbrian Farm’s 
8-year-old has won four and could 
be undefeated with a better trip in 
the lone defeat. In Thursday’s open-
er, the French-bred makes his 2020 

debut while meeting eight others in 
the 2 1/16-mile Grade 1 steeplechase. 
Multiple stakes winner Moscato rates 
a strong second choice at 2-1 in a field 
that also includes Grade 1 winner 
Surprising Soul, standout mare Prav-
alaguna, stakes winner Gibralfaro, 
Saratoga novice stakes winner Red-
icean, five-time winner Chief Justice, 
novice stakes winner Belisarius and 
handicap winner Winner Massagot.

Optimus Prime flashed onto the 
American scene in 2018, when he 
throttled seven others in the Grade 1 
New York Turf Writers Cup at Sara-
toga. Bred in France by Haras de Tod Marks

Optimus Prime aims for his fourth consecutive win.

A.P. SMITHWICK PREVIEW

Speed Jump
Talented Optimus Prime returns 
in Gr. 1 hurdle test for Hendriks

Continued On Page 15 

http://wvbc.com/wordpress/


15Wednesday, July 22, 2020 The saraToga special

 
w 

STANDING

Alternation
By Distorted Humor

Broken Vow
By Unbridled   

P.O. Box 68 • Route 60 • Versailles, KY 40383 
Inquiries to Clifford Barry or Nancy Stephens 

(859) 873-1420 www.pinoakstud.com

Pin Oak Stud

Plasence, the son of Deportivo won 
on the flat in France at 2 and 3, and 
over French hurdles at 3 and 4 before 
joining English trainer Dan Skelton’s 
yard via the Arqana summer horses in 
training sale in 2016. 

For the new connections, he won 
three novice chases in 2017-18 and 
finished second to Footpad in Ire-
land’s Ryanair Novice Steeplechase at 
Punchestown in April 2018. Fourth 
in a handicap hurdle in May, the bay 
gelding was offered to Rosbrian and 
Hendriks as a prospect for America. 

“They didn’t think he could jump 
the big fences, the chase fences, at 
Cheltenham, and that’s why he was 
available,” Hendriks said. “That’s 
fine with me. He doesn’t have to do 
that here.”

After the Saratoga win in 2018, 
Optimus Prime finished third in the 
Lonesome Glory at Belmont after get-
ting blocked in the stretch and losing 
momentum. He followed up with an 
18-length romp in the Zeke Ferguson 
Memorial while bypassing a match 
with stablemate (and eventual Eclipse 
Award winner) Zanjabeel. Last sum-

mer, Hendriks aimed squarely at the 
second half and Optimus Prime made 
light work of the David Semmes over 
the same course and trip as the Fer-
guson in May. Saratoga was the next 
goal, and Optimus Prime showed his 
readiness with an easy flat win at Parx 
in July only to go to the sidelines with 
an injury before the Smithwick.

“He got a little tear in a suspen-
sory right before Saratoga,” Hendriks 
said. “It couldn’t have been worse 
timing.”

Optimus Prime got the rest of 
last year off, and was always head-
ed for Saratoga this year even before 
the coronavirus fouled up the spring 
schedule. First with Wendy and Travis 
Kinnamon and then with Hendriks, 
the winner of 11 races got back to 
work on Pennsylvania farmland.

“We put three months of jogging 
into him, and then started galloping,” 
Hendriks said. “He was always going 
to this race, so he didn’t miss anything 
or get behind. He’s very easy to deal 
with and loves to train. He waits all 
morning for somebody to bring the 
tack to him.”

Hendriks rents stalls at Fair Hill 
Training Center and utilized the Tape-
ta track there for workouts. Optimus 

Smithwick –
 Continued from page 14

Continued On Page 16 

Tod Marks
Redicean aims to duplicate his novice hurdle win at Saratoga in 2019.

http://pinoakstud.com/
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Prime does not disappoint – including 
a half-mile in :49 July 18. 

“I would have liked to have run 
him in a flat race but we kind of ran 
out of time,” Hendriks said of the 
preparations. “We just increased the 
works. His workmate opens up like 
5 lengths on him and then he gobbles 
him up. The other day (the half-mile 
move) he ran the last eighth in :11.”

After finishing third 
twice and second once 
while matched up against 
Optimus Prime, jockey 
Darren Nagle welcomes the 
opportunity to get aboard 
the 158-pound highweight. 

“Any time I’ve ridden in 
a race he’s won, he came 
by me like I was standing 
still,” he said. “He has 
been pretty impressive. 
Hopefully he’s the same 
horse he was on those days 
for me. It will be nice to 
sample a bit of that instead 
of just watching.”

Jockeys live for chances 
to ride favorites in major 
races, so Nagle won’t feel 
pressure.

“He’s the kind of horse 
you want to be riding, it’s 
good,” he said. “With ev-
erything that’s going on, 
I’m sure they had someone 
from overseas in mind but 
as it stands I’m happy to 
take the opportunity. I had 
a sit on him, the horse feels 
good. He’s coming off a layoff, but 
Ricky has him where he wants him.”

Nagle has also ridden Moscato in 
the morning and knows how good the 
English-bred is. The 9-year-old has 
won six of 15 starts over jumps and 
been out of the first three just twice. 
He won at Saratoga in 2017, but has 
seemed at his best over longer trips 
than Thursday’s 2 1/16 miles. The 
gray gelding prepped with an easy 
win at Middleburg June 13, which 
might give him a slight advantage 
over his main rival.

“They’re two really nice hors-
es, two different types of horses but 
two really nice horses,” Nagle said. 
“Whatever way the race unfolds on 
the day will be what happens. He’s 

had the benefit of a run, his confi-
dence is up, and we’re coming off that 
layoff and no matter how good the 
horse is you can never be too sure un-
til you run them. He’s done it before 
off a layoff and he feels good so it’s 
not something you worry about. You 
can’t be worried about things like that 
coming into a race.”

Moscato carries 156 pounds in-
cluding jockey Mikey Mitchell.

Hendriks also entered Surprising 
Soul, a dull fifth behind Moscato in 
the Gwathmey at Middleburg after 
battling for the lead early. 

The 8-year-old Perfect Soul geld-
ing, owned by Hendriks’ mother 
Wendy, won at Saratoga in 2018 
(the day before Optimus Prime’s Turf 
Writers win) and captured the Grade 
1 Lonesome Glory at Belmont Park 
last September.

“He got caught in a speed duel and 
that just didn’t work,” Hendriks said. 
“Iranistan and Balance The Budget 
are not going to run in here and I was 
like, ‘Let’s revisit this.’ I know it’s the 
wrong distance for the horse, but you 
never know what the pace is or how 
the race sets up. He gets 10 pounds 
and that doesn’t happen very often 
for him so we’ll take a shot and then 
either go back in the Turf Writers or 
skip that.”

Smithwick –
 Continued from page 15

Tod Marks
Bernie and Kate Dalton bring Belisarius to Saratoga off a 
second to Moscato in the Temple Gwathmey. A flat winner 
at the Spa in 2015, the 9-year-old is entered for Wednesday 
and Thursday.

https://www.hallwayfeeds.com/
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Saratoga Race Course – Wednesday, July 22

Race #

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Snap Decision
Galway Kid
Belisarius

Wicksters Dream
Star Of The West

Brazen
Cross Border

Blewitt
Dante’s Fire
Breithorn

Macho Jack
Tenderfoot

Riken
Maxwell Esquire

Three Jokers
Just Right

O Shea Can U See
Durkin’s Call
Micromillion
Gaelic Gold

Madison Parc
Foolish Ghost

La Hara
Wild Medagliad’oro
Singular Sensation

Sharp Starr
Eloquent Speaker

Central Perk
Choose Happiness

Zito entry

Snap Decision
Belisarius

City Dreamer
Box Of Chocolates
Bernin’ Thru Gold
Star Of The West

Cross Border
Blewitt
Rapt

Breithorn
Macho Jack
Tenderfoot

Maxwell Esquire
Inside Info

Three Jokers
Eye Luv Lulu
Durkin’s Call

O Shea Can U See
Micromillion
Madison Parc

Sainte Mere Eglise
La Hara

Wild Medagliad’oro
Gauguin

Courageous Girl
Eloquent Speaker

Sharp Starr
Choose Happiness

Adriatic Holiday
Central Perk

 City Dreamer
Galway Kid

Snap Decision
Box Of Chocolates

Red Zinger
Brazen

Cross Border
Dante’s Fire

Blewitt
Breithorn

Macho Jack
Tenderfoot

Riken 
Maxwell Esquire

Three Jokers
Eye Luv Lulu

Just Right
O Shea Can U See

Madison Parc
Two Cent Tootsie

Crescent Lady
La Hara

Wild Medagliad’oro
Gauguin

Sharp Starr
Eloquent Speaker
Lem Me Have It 
Adriatic Holiday 

Mani Pedi 
Lottie’s Mizzion 

City Dreamer
Zanzi Win

Snap Decision
Box Of Chocolates
Bernin’ Thru Gold

Red Zinger
Cross Border

Blewitt 
Rapt

Tenderfoot 
Breithorn 

Macho Jack
Maxwell Esquire

Crack Shot
Go Rudy Go
Just Right

Thesis
Eye Luv Lulu

Cainudothetwist
Gaelic Gold

Kept Waiting
Gauguin

Wild Medagliad’oro
La Hara

Courageous Girl
Singular Sensation
Eloquent Speaker
Adriatic Holiday

Central Perk
Gringotts

Tom
Law

John
Shapazian

Charles
Bedard

Rob
Whitlock

2020 Records 16/41 16/41 12/41 12/41

Daily picks available at thisishorsracing.com

Join The Special’s 2020 Readers Club
For $35 you get some sweet swag, an early email

and a sense of belonging in a difficult time.

http://www.bonaventurestables.com/
https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader
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Horse
One

“He was one of the first horses I bought for the Mackin family of Louisville, who 
I still work for. Leo Mackin was the father and we bought that horse together and 
it started a long relationship. His son Mike Mackin runs the racing stable now and 
we still work together. Absolutely, that’s a part of what Keeneland September is, 
connections like that. They sought me out because a couple trainers around Chur-
chill Downs knew me and knew I was in the business and available. Pete Vestal 
put me in that spot, and he trained Crafty Shaw. 

“He wasn’t a four-star, Grade 1 horse but he was pretty good. He ran for years 
and was a lot of fun to follow. We didn’t look at anything in Books 1 or 2, he was 
Book 3 and we got him for a fair price ($130,000). I remember he was a big, flashy 
chestnut, athletic from the get-go and a gorgeous individual.

A son of Crafty Prospector and the Air Forbes Won mare Her She Shawklit, Crafty Shaw 
made 44 starts over six seasons, won 15 races and earned $1,046,440. For Lucky Seven 
Stable and later Charles Cella, the Kentucky-bred won five Grade 3 stakes and finished a 
head behind Lido Palace in the Grade 2 Clark at Churchill Downs in 2002. At the same 
1999 sale, Boden and Lucky Seven purchased Minister’s Baby – the dam of Grade 1 winner 
Math Wizard.

CRAFTY SHAW, 1999 
Charlie Boden, for Lucky Seven Stable

SEPTEMBER
S U N .  1 3  -  F R I .  2 5

Buyers and sellers remember 
some names from Keeneland 
September sales of years past. 

BY SEAN CLANCY
Tyler Gaffalione and Matt Muzikar set goals. 

Before every meet, whether it’s Gulfstream Park in 
the winter, Keeneland in April or Saratoga in the 
summer, the jockey and agent decide on number of 
wins, number of stakes, number of graded stakes.

Last year, before Gaffalione’s first full stint at 
Saratoga, the numbers were put on the board, 10 
wins, a graded stakes win. 

“We wound up with 12 wins. I wanted to win 
a graded stake and I think we ended up with two, Robert Simmons/Eclipse Sportswire

Paris Lights (6) battles Crystal Ball in deep stretch of Sunday’s Coaching Club American Oaks.

Gaff’s 
Goals

Jockey wins first 
Grade 1 at Saratoga

COACHING CLUB AMERICAN OAKS RECAP

Continued On Page 19 

http://september.keeneland.com/
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so we met our goals last year,” the 
25-year-old jockey said. “And we 
cracked the top 12. At Saratoga, they 
have the top 12 jockeys and they put 
their photos on the wall of the jocks’ 
room. I always want to be up there. 
To be on that little wall is pretty 
cool.”

As for this year? Whoa, Gaffalione 
is forthcoming but he’s not foolish. 

“Oh, I don’t want to put that out 
there,” he said. “That’s more person-
al.”

Certainly, being in the top 12 is a 
goal again this year. As for the goal of 
winning a Grade 1 stakes? Consider 
it done. 

Gaffalione guided Paris Lights 
to win the Grade 1 Coaching Club 
American Oaks at Saratoga Saturday. 
Owned by WinStar Stablemates, the 
daughter of Curlin stalked California 
invader Crystal Ball, also owned by 
WinStar Stablemates, before gradu-
ally reeling her in to score by a de-
termined head, finishing 9 furlongs in 
1:50.81. Trained by Bill Mott, the bay 
filly improved to 3-for-4 while win-
ning her third in a row in her stakes 
debut. 

“Oh, man, that was so amazing. 
I just feel so blessed to be given that 
opportunity. This is just one of those 
places where you dream of having 
something like that happen. For it 
to become a reality, it’s hard to put 
into words,” Gaffalione said. “It still 
hasn’t hit me. I’m still in shock, We’ve 
been on a roll here for the past week 
and a half. I’ve just been enjoying the 
moment, enjoying the ride.”

Based in Florida for the winter 
and Kentucky in the spring, Gaffali-
one garnered the ride on Paris Lights 
for her debut at Gulfstream April 
26. Sprinting 7 furlongs, she finished 
third over a sloppy track. 

“She was green and it was only 
seven-eighths that day, she ran a very 
good race but was a little spotty,” the 
jockey said. 

That would be the last spot.
A month after her debut, Paris 

Lights routed eight maidens going 1 
1/16 miles at Churchill Downs.

“I knew when she broke her maid-
en that she had this kind of poten-
tial,” Gaffalione said.  

A month after that, she did it again 

in a first-level allowance at Churchill, 
handling seven overmatched foes 
with ease.

“Bill Mott is the best, they keep 
getting better as they get older,” Gaf-
falione said. 

Breaking from the outside on a filly 
with tactical speed in the CCA Oaks, 
Gaffalione had options and began 
playing them at the break when Vel-
vet Crush stepped slowly and Javier 
Castellano urged Crystal Ball.

“It was straightforward. I planned 
on sitting second or third depending 
on who went, when the 4 horse didn’t 
break, I looked to my inside and Javi-
er was pretty hard sent so I was con-
tent sitting off of him,” Gaffalione 
said. “She got a little strong when 
Tonalist’s Shape came up outside her, 
but she relaxed nicely. She was a little 
green down the lane, she’s going to 
keep improving from here. The sky’s 
the limit for her.”

Sent off second choice, Paris Lights 
earned $192,500 while besting Crys-
tal Ball and Antoinette. 

Wearing blinkers for the first time, 
favorite Tonalist’s Shape faded to 
fourth 

Three years ago, Gaffalione tem-
pered Muzikar’s desire to come to 
New York in the spring, opting for 
the fish barrel at Gulfstream and a 
couple of select raids to Saratoga. The 
Special asked him about that decision 
after winning with his first mount at 
Saratoga in 2017.

“I just didn’t feel like I was ready, 
mentally or physically,” he said. “We 
were just getting into some barns but 

we weren’t established, I just want to 
get another year of experience and 
just try to learn as much as I can be-
fore I take the next step. When I come 
here, I don’t ever want to go back.”

Gaffalione honed his craft through 
2018 and waited until last summer to 
hammer his tent poles in the delicate 
ice of New York. And he’s not going 
back. 

“I’ve been able to grow much more 
mentally and physically I’ve gotten 
stronger, really, all the credit goes to 
my agent, he continues to pick the 
right spots for us and manage my ca-
reer so well,” Gaffalione said. “I’m 
still young, still learning every day. 
We’re not quite where we want to be, 
but definitely, hopefully in the right 
direction. I’m happy with the prog-
ress we’ve made. We’ve had a lot of 
luck. A lot of faith from trainers and 
owners, really, I couldn’t write it up 
any better myself.”

Paris Lights could write another 
line, could accomplish another goal 
for Gaffalione, in the Alabama Aug. 
15. 

“Great city. I love it here,” Gaf-
falione said. “I’m a fan of the sport. 
When I go home, I watch my replays, 
I watch replays from the ’80s, the 
’90s, depending on what mood I’m in 
that day, who I want to watch. I love 
this sport. Jerry Bailey is my number 
one. Garret Gomez. Mike Smith, of 
course. Johnny V. Huge fan of the 
Ortiz brothers. I get to learn from the 
best.”

With a goal of becoming one of the 
best. 

CCA Oaks –
 Continued from page 18

Chelsea Durand/NYRA Photo
Tyler Gaffalione and Bill Mott talk things over after winning the CCA Oaks.
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BY SEAN CLANCY 
Florent Couturier likes to keep it 

simple when he’s asked about breed-
ing Thoroughbreds.

“When you’re a good breeder, the 
only thing you do is improve the sta-
tistics,” Couturier said. “If the aver-
age chances to have a Grade 1 winner 
is 1 percent, if you’re a good breeder, 
you can raise the statistics to 3 or 4 
percent. But you still have 96 percent 
of cases that are no good at all.”

Decorated Invader is doing his 
part. 

Bred by Couturier’s Redmon Farm, 
the son of Declaration Of War im-
proved his record to 5-for-7 with a 
facile score in the Grade 2 Nation-
al Museum of Racing Hall of Fame 
Stakes at Saratoga Saturday. Owned 

by West Point Thoroughbreds, Wil-
liam Freeman, William Sandbrook 
and Cheryl Manning and trained 
by Christophe Clement, the Ken-
tucky-bred 3-year-old settled in sec-
ond, well off an ambitious pace set 
by Get Smokin. Joel Rosario played it 
cool like he does best, allowing Deco-
rated Invader to lope 8 lengths off the 
leader through a half in :48.98 and 
three quarters in 1:13.52. Midway on 
the final turn, Decorated Invader cut 
the lead like pulling in a fishing line, 
ambling past the pacesetter nearing 
the eighth pole to draw off as Rosario 
huddled in place. Sent off favorite in Chelsea Durand/NYRA Photo

Decorated Invader streaks home with another stakes win in the Hall of Fame.

HALL OF FAME STAKES RECAP

Pushing 
the numbers

Decorated Invader keeps winning

Continued On Page 21 

http://racingcitybrewing.com/


21Wednesday, July 22, 2020 The saraToga special

the field of five, Decorated Invader scored 
by 1 1/4 lengths finishing 9 furlongs on the 
inner turf in 1:49.29.

“It’s great. When you’re a breeder, you 
wait for a horse like this,” Couturier said. 
“You don’t get one every year.”

Purchased at Keeneland September, Dec-
orated Invader finished second in his debut 
at Saratoga last summer, won his next start 
over the Saratoga lawn and improved Red-
mon Farm’s stats with a win in the Grade 1 
Summer Stakes at Woodbine in September. 
Fourth after a bungled trip in the Breeders’ 
Cup Juvenile Turf, Decorated Invader fresh-
ened over the winter and he’s rattled off the 
Cutler Bay at Gulfstream, the Grade 2 Pen-
nine Ridge in his second start and added the 
Hall of Fame in his third start of an impos-
ing 3-year-old campaign. 

“This year, he’s run three times and three 
times in a different way,” Couturier said. 
“The first time, in the back of the field, the 
second race in a stalking position and this 
time in this curious race with the horse 8 or 
10 lengths in front. It’s very exciting. I can’t 
wait for the next race.”

Decorated Invader could take on stablemate 
Gufo, winner of four in a row, in the second running 
of the Saratoga Derby Aug. 15. Clement scratched 
Gufo from the Hall of Fame, just two weeks after 
winning the Grade 3 Kent Stakes at Delaware Park.

Couturier began breeding horses from his farm 
in Normandy, France in the early 1990s and bought 
his Kentucky farm in 2007. He bought Gamely 
Girl, one of two purchases that year, for $450,000 
at Keeneland November. 

“I sold my company in France so I was a free 
man, I decided to start a breeding operation here 
in America. Gamely Girl was out of training, she 
had been able to only run once because of physical 
issues, she had won very easily,” Couturier said. “I 
liked the family very much. It’s an old Claiborne 
family, the family of Nureyev and Sadler’s Wells 

and a lot of other horses. The mare had a great 
physical, she was a big, strong mare, a lot of bone, 
very well balanced, so I bought her. Not a cheap 
price for just a maiden winner, but I was rich at that 
time, I could afford it.”

Gamely Girl began to repay Couturier’s faith, 
producing Winning Bear, a son of More Than 
Ready, who sold for $150,000 as a yearling in 
2010. The following year, Jubliant Girl, a daugh-
ter of Henrythenavigator, attracted a $270,000 bid. 
She won three of four and Couturier bought her 
back for $150,000 two years later. In 2014, Flirt, 
a daughter of Kitten’s Joy, sold for $375,000. In 
2016, Time On Target, a son of Distorted Humor, 
brought $450,000 at Keeneland. Two years later, 
Decorated Invader attracted David Ingordo (who 
bought Jubliant Girl as a yearling) and West Point 
for a $200,000 closing bid. All the yearlings were 
consigned by Couturier’s neighbor, Indian Creek. 

“He was an outstanding colt from the 
first day, big and with a very good mind. I 
went to the sale not so confident because he 
was by Declaration Of War, it was the first 
year that he went out of fashion because he 
went to Japan,” Couturier said. “The horse 
showed very well and I didn’t have many 
people on him. Fortunately, David Ingordo 
knows the family. They got him for a very 
decent price. If he had been by War Front, 
he would have cost a lot, a lot of money.”

Couturier sent Jubliant Girl to his 150-
acre farm in France where she’s produced 
three foals, including stakes winner Native 
American. 

As for Gamely Girl, it’s been an up and 
down ride since Decorated Invader. She 
aborted the following year, produced a Vi-
olence colt who died at 2 months the next 
year. This year she produced a Distorted 
Humor filly who Couturier plans to race 
and breed. Gamely Girl is barren this year. 

“It’s breeding. We know what it is,” 
Couturier said. “You need a little bit of 
luck. I don’t know a lot of people who suc-
ceed in this business without a bit of luck.”

Couturier learned about luck early, 
watching his grandfather’s Standardbred 
breeding program. 

Couturier’s father was an officer in the military, 
he rode and so did his sons. Couturier focused on 
show jumping into his 40s before concentrating on 
his business, which eventually led him back to the 
Thoroughbred game. Redmon Farm encompasses 
264 acres in Paris, Ky. Gamely Girl is one of 10 
mares on the farm.

“It’s the right size for me,” said Couturier who 
splits his time between Normandy (France) and 
Paris (Kentucky). “There was a gap of time between 
when I stopped riding and started breeding, I need-
ed to make a little money to buy land, it took me 
a few years, as soon as I had the money, I bought 
the farm in Normandy. It was the same situation as 
here, it was an old farm, not well attended. I built 
everything, the roads, the barns, the fences. It’s part 
of my pleasure, too. I like the horse, but I like tak-
ing care of a horse farm.”

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

Hall of Fame –
 Continued from page 20

Chelsea Durand/NYRA Photo
Decorated Invader and Joel Rosario return after winning at 2-5.

https://radwanbrown.com/
https://nicholsoninsurance.com/
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Christophe Clement lingered outside the win-
ner’s circle while the replay showing the final strides 
of Sunday’s Grade 2 Lake Placid flashed on the in-
field big screen. He wouldn’t have stood out on a 
normal late afternoon at Saratoga Race Course but 
alas, as everyone now knows, nothing about 2020 
is normal. 

Clement stayed there, leaned against the iron 
fencing even while his son Miguel headed in and 
out to catch Speaktomeofsummer. A few minutes 
passed, or maybe it was seconds, who keeps time 
these days? Finally he walked in, seeing enough 
on the reply to know the Summer Front filly lasted 
enough to top Stunning Sky in the $150,000 stakes 
and just before her number went up. 

The Lake Placid completed a five-win opening 
Saturday and Sunday to the 2020 Saratoga meet 
for the Clement barn, which also celebrated Deco-
rated Invader’s victory in the Grade 2 Hall of Fame 
and 2-year-old first-time starter Momos Saturday. 
Clement saddled three winners Sunday – Speak-
tomeofsummer, Releasethethunder in the fourth 
and Mischievous Dream in the fifth.

“The last two days have been good. Let’s keep 
it going,” Clement said. “We can’t let Chad win 
everything, you know.”

Clement’s five victories put him one behind Chad 
Brown with 90 percent of the meet still to go. No-

body talked about contending for training titles, just 
about Speaktomeofsummer’s first graded stakes win 
for owner Thomas Moore’s Waterford Stable. 

“I put the blinkers on [last time] because I thought 
she was a little lazy in her work in the morning 
before her last race,” said Clement, who took the 
blinkers off for the Lake Placid. “That’s what hap-
pens when trainers start to think too much. The 
main thing is I’m really, really delighted.”

Bred by former Kentucky Gov. Brereton Jones of 
Airdrie Stud, Speaktomeofsummer wound up with 
Waterford and Clement after Steve Young bought 
her as a weanling for $135,000 at the 2017 Keene-
land November breeding stock sale. Young rarely 
shies from heaping praise on Summer Front, nor 

does the team at 
Airdrie where the 
stallion stands.

“She was ab-
solutely one of 
the best foals on 
the farm really 
since the day she 
foaled,” said Bret Jones, Airdrie’s vice president. 
“And if you don’t believe it just ask Steve.” 

Speaktomeofsummer improved to 3-for-5 with 
the victory and further bolstered her family that 
Bret Jones said is “the most instinctively compet-
itive.” 

– Tom Law

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS .................... 1ST
Chad Brown .............................6
Christophe Clement ..................5
Linda Rice ................................4
Rudy Rodriguez .......................3
Bill Mott ...................................2
Todd Pletcher ...........................2
Steve Asmussen ......................2
Shug McGaughey .....................2
Michael Trombetta ...................2

JOCKEYS ..................... 1ST
Joel Rosario .............................8
Jose Ortiz .................................8
Manny Franco ..........................5
Irad Ortiz Jr. .............................4
Tyler Gaffalione ........................4
Javier Castellano ......................3
John Velazquez ........................3
Junior Alvarado ........................2
Jose Lezcano ...........................2
Dylan Davis ..............................1
Luis Cardenas ..........................1

Thoroughbred
reTiremenT
FoundaTion

at the barn

trf

BBQBBQ
Drive-thru

The Saratoga Winery

Route 29 • Saratoga Springs, NY

Details at www.trfinc.org

August 11, 2020
4-7 pm

T 
his year our TRF  

         will host a BBQ 
with a twist. Meals 
must be ordered by 
noon on August 7th and 
guests will remain in 
their cars for the “Drive-
thru” experience. Not in 
Saratoga this summer? 
You can still participate 
— buy a bale of hay, bag 
of grain or tickets for 
the Online Raffle! 

Lake Placid winner fuels 
quick start for Clement

Chelsea Durand/NYRA Photo
Speaktomeofsummer digs in late to win Sunday’s Lake Placid.

A C C E P T I N G  E N T R I E S  F O R  N O V E M B E R
B R E E D I N G  S T O C K  S A L E S

S H A Y N A  T I L L E R  |  S H A Y N A @ M I L L R I D G E . C OM

O F F I C E  |  ( 8 5 9 ) - 2 3 1 - 0 6 0 6

R E P U T A T I O N .  R E S U L T S .

http://www.millridge.com/
https://www.trfinc.org/event/bbq-at-the-barn-2020/
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Founded in 2001, The Saratoga Special has covered plenty of 
great horses and people and we’ll bring you some highlights during 
our 20th season. 

This week, we go back to 2012 and 2011 and columns about 
champion jump jockey Jonathan Kiser, whose memorial race goes 
as the first today at Saratoga. He died in 2000 and we wrote about 
him in our original publication Steeplechase Times. We followed 
up over the years, covering the race, reacquainting ourselves with 
his family and remembering one of the best to play the game. 
Every year, it’s hard not to think about what might have been.

July 28, 2011. The Kid. By Sean Clancy.

“Who was Jonathan Kiser?”
It was a logical question about today’s steeplechase, named 

in honor of Jonathan Kiser. I started to laugh, then got wist-
ful, then stammered out a few lines about who Kiser was, 
what he meant, why today’s steeplechase is named after him. 

It was asked innocuously, didn’t mean anything by it, just 
a question. Most steeplechase races are named for legendary hors-
es or legacy-rich owners. 

Today’s stakes is named for a flame.
Just a young kid who could ride a hole in the wind, gone too soon. 
We were kids, just kids, free and easy, riding races, drinking beers, chasing 

moonbeams. It’s all any of us ever wanted to do; Chip Miller, Blythe Miller, 
Cort Marzullo, J.W. Delozier, Gus Brown, Arch Kingsley, Matt McCarron . . 
. born and bred to be jump jockeys. Life was so simple, then Kiser died falling 
off a rope swing and suddenly we were all older, harder, tougher, life suddenly 
had consequences. 

It was 2000. I was 30. Kiser was 22. I never felt older. 
We said goodbye at a pretty church in Maryland. Said goodbye again in 

the paddock at Saratoga. Listened to soothing words from Pat Day. We rode 
the rest of the year in black helmet covers, my friend Gus Brown wound up 
champion jockey but knew it wasn’t really his title. And once a year in Sarato-
ga, jumpers line up at the head of the stretch on the inner turf in a race in his 
honor. Somebody wins, somebody loses. And everybody who knew him winks 
at the sky and thinks about the last 11 years, the last 11 years without him. 

His family – mother, sisters and nieces – will come to Saratoga today, hold 

a trophy, shed a tear, 
say hello to friends and comrades, 
raise a glass at the Voss’ home in the evening. 

Why does racing matter? Partly to be able to hold a trophy and keep 
a friend, son, brother alive for at least an afternoon. 

He rode like a jet pilot; thoughtful and meticulous. He lived like the jet; fast 
and at full-speed. He crashed lots of cars, rarely a horse. 

Ass up in the air, wrists folded, elbows in, down on the inside, a natural 
southpaw who could get run out of wooden gate. I figured one day he would 
even learn to ride on his toe, instead of jammed home. I told him, you ride per-
fectly, except for that foot. He never cared. Why would he? He won 92 races 
by the time he was 22, just eight away from joining the elite 100-win club, a 
milestone in American steeplechasing. Champion twice, he probably reached 
92 wins faster than any jockey in history. Want perspective, I retired when I 

Continued On Page 26 
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Saratoga’s Daily Racing Newspaper



25Wednesday, July 22, 2020 The saraToga special

Publishing Calendar
for 2020 season
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joe@thisishorseracing.com 
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sean@thisishorseracing.com 
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was 30 with 152 wins. At 22, I had won 28 races. 
The year he died, he swept the card at High 

Hope, winning four races for Tom Voss, he won 
his last race, a novice stakes on Yellowroad at 
Belmont Park, craftily getting through when a 
only needle would do. He was miles ahead in the 
standings. 

When he died, a great friend of mine said, 
“I’m glad you were nice to that kid.”

Yeah, me too. I guess that’s his legacy, he made 
you like him. I hated his talent but couldn’t hate 
him for it. 

He always seemed so young to me, so good, 
yet so young. Riding steeplechase races is the ul-
timate trick; when you get good enough to do it 
well, it’s about time to go. When I finally learned 
enough to be talented enough to ride horses good 
enough to win, I didn’t have enough moxy for the 
job. Well, just enough for a fleeting moment, but 
knew it was running out, fast. Not Kiser, he was 
the rare jockey who was good and young all at the 
same time. 

At 22, he had no idea how good he was, how 
fortunate he was, how the world had somehow 
landed in his hands. In a way, that’s what made him 
so likeable, he was innocent to the knowledge, to 
the gift.

At the end of the another disappointing and 
frustrating season up here, can’t remember the 
year, probably ’97, the year Kiser won everything, 
I went back to the jocks’ room after my last ride, 
another fourth, didn’t even take a shower, slammed 
my helmet in my tackbag, threw my sad-
dle on top of it, crumpled up my clothes 
and stomped out. Another Saratoga had 
slipped away, another disappointment.

I heard Kiser say to Chip Miller who 
shared the same corner, “What’s his 
problem?”

 “He knows he’s not going to win a 
race up here,” Chip said. “Knows it’ll 
be another year before he even gets the 
chance.”

 “What’s the big deal?” Kiser said. “It’s 
one meet, there will be more Saratogas.”

If only there were.

July 27, 2012. His Race. 
By Joe Clancy.

He’d be 34. Retired? Maybe. A cham-
pion many times over? Surely. One of the 
all time greats? No doubt. A name you’d 
put there with Aitcheson, Fishback, Ad-
ams, Smithwick, Walsh? Most likely.

About this time every year, I think 
about Jonathan Kiser. He was the best 
American steeplechase jockey of his gen-
eration – a little behind Blythe Miller, a 

little ahead of the Irish/English brigade that occu-
pies the program now. 

Kiser won 90 races and two championships in 
less than five full seasons. He died in the summer 
of 2000, from a freak accident that had nothing 
to do with horses. He was 22 and passed away a 
few days before the Saratoga Open House meet of 
2000. He’d won 16 races at the season’s midway 
point that year, looked loaded for the meet and was 
assured of his third championship in four years. 
And then he was gone. 

The jockeys honored him by wearing black hel-
met covers the rest of that season. 

Now, Saratoga and the sport honor him with 
a race, his race. The Jonathan Kiser Memorial 
became a stakes in 2007 and was run as the first 

race yesterday. His family came to town. People 
thought of him again, told a few stories, raised a 
glass, laughed at a memory, walked around hand-
icapped parking spaces for good luck.

Kiser made you think of him in life, with an at-
titude equal parts confidence and innocence. OK, 
maybe not equal. He was young, talented, daring, 
opinionated. He lived hard, played hard, worked 
hard, inspired people. 

He rode horses the way the rest of us rode bi-
cycles or walked down the street – naturally and 
without effort, or so it seemed.

He won races for main employer Tom Voss in 
great heaps – riding Approaching Squall, Brigade 
Of Guards, Teb’s Bend, Ironfist, Lapseng, Petros-
ki, Soaringoverseattle. When Voss didn’t have 
mounts, Kiser took legs up from Jonathan Shep-
pard, Bruce Miller, anyone who could get him. 
Kiser rode a runaway named Sundin for Shep-
pard and they connected better than Lego pieces. 
Each was bold, fast, good. They won four times 
together. At Belmont in 2000, Kiser’s last ride, he 

rode Yellowroad for Miller – upsetting heavy fa-
vorite Pompeyo – in another deft, magical, sublime 
performance.

Kiser sat on a horse better than other jockeys. 
Just sat there, looking more smooth and better col-
lected than the others. At rest. In a race, he was 
even better. He hovered over the saddle, connected 
to the horse from the stirrups, through his feet, into 
his legs and up to his brain. 

Afterward, he’d talk about wins with a mix of 
calculated calm and “oh-hell-I-don’t-know” glee. 
He was a great interview. For a kid, he worked hard 
to know the history – he’d talk about Joe Aitcheson 
(the best, ever) with reverence. At 17, Kiser rode 
in the Maryland Hunt Cup before he turned pro-

fessional – getting around on a longshot 
when nobody thought he would. 

As usual, the Kiser winner – in this 
case trainer Richard Valentine – had a 
connection to the kid.

“I didn’t know him well, but I remem-
ber him calling me Mr. Valentine,” he 
said. “I thought it was the funniest thing. 
I kept thinking I was as much of a young 
hooligan as he was. He didn’t need to call 
me Mr.”

Like anyone in the game, Valentine 
also recalled Kiser’s skill.

“What a beautiful rider, I remember 
picking up a magazine and he was rid-
ing in jodphurs, as a junior in the Green 
Spring Old Fashioned,” he said. “I re-
member thinking ‘Who is this kid?’ He 
was so stylish. It’s nice to win a race in 
honor of an American jockey who could 
hold his own with the Irish and English 
boys who are riding now. He’d probably 
still be doing it at that level. It’s nice they 
keep his memory going. I love running 
in the race, I love coming up here for it. 
Hopefully there are many more of these 
for years to come.”

Best Of –
 Continued from page 24
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Sarah Libbey Greenhalgh
Jonathan Kiser rides Hunt Lane at Fair Hill in 1999.
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Photo of 
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2-year-olds  in training sales

Yearling to 2-year-old prep

www.thoroughbredaftercare.org
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kirkwoodstables.com
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G O  B E H I N D  T H E  S C E N E S  
O F  H O R S E  R A C I N G

Shayna  Ti l l e r  &  Au t r y  Graham

https://lgbloodstock.com/
https://kirkwoodstables.com/
https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/riders-up-the-podcast-ridersup-PkydvzIof4w/


28 Wednesday, July 22, 2020The saraToga special

It was a mad undertaking. Two brothers, an out-
of-work college roommate, a couple of future race-
track degenerates, a gaggle of Skidmore English Lit 
majors, an empty yoga studio and a vision of a daily 
newspaper at Saratoga. Daily, as in six days a week. 
We were going after The Pink Sheet. Competing 
with the Daily Racing Form. Making our mark. 

We published the first Saratoga Special July 25, 
2001. Tabloid-size, 16 pages, eight pages of color, a 
Barbara Livingston photo of horses breaking from 
the gate on the Mellon turf graced the cover. Joe 
wrote the front-page story. He interviewed NYRA 
racing secretary Mike Lakow and trainer Neil How-
ard, hyped the possibility of seeing Point Given, 
Congaree, Albert The Great and Unshaded and wel-
comed new Saratoga powerhouses Steve Asmussen 
and Dale Capuano. Inside, we previewed 2-year-old 
champion Macho Uno making his 3-year-old de-
but (he lost), Maryland shipper Touch Love in the 
Schuylerville (she won). There was a cartoon from 
Muck and Terry Smith on page 9. I wrote my first 
Cup of Coffee, titled, “Writing’s a dream in Sarato-
ga.” Blech. We would have fired the headline writer 
if we had one. The headline on the front page was 
better, declaring, “Ready, Set, Go.” 

We were far from ready, never got set and have 
been going ever since.

The advertiser list in the first issue reached 15. 
Cooper Horse Vanning, Trackmen Golf Club, Beres-
ford Gallery, The Lodge, Lyrical Ballad, Hoffberger 
Insurance, Celtic Treasures, Point Given Collect-
ibles, Doug Fout, The Parting Glass, Triple Crown 
Custom Blankets, Cromwell Insurance, Fasig-Tip-
ton, Grayson Jockey Club and Cosequin (most paid, 
some are still in business). 

Those Neil Armstrongs were joined by another 
71 before that maddening season came to a close. Jill 
and Rich from Boston, J. David Richardson and Hi-
ram Polk, Leo O’Brien Stable and Richard Hutchin-
son wished us luck. Mendocino Brewery traded four 

cases of beer for weekend ads. Eaton Sales advertised 
a daughter of Seattle Slew, she fetched $700,000 
(see, advertising works) and only ran twice. Amer-
ican Turf Monthly offered its results hotline, 1-900-
268-5454, dial 784 for Saratoga, 776 for Sports-
man’s Park, 256 for Balmoral. Borders Books touted 
a book signing with Cot Campbell. SPAC hyped its 
Bill Cosby show. Teresa and Mattie Maher contrib-
uted a McSorley’s ad. Northview Stallion Station 
advertised Polish Numbers and Two Punch. Chime 
Bell Farm stepped up. Claiborne, Kirkwood, Shad-
well, Pin Oak, Brook Ledge came in and never left. 
Sam Slater pulled us out of the sea, a generous, kind 
gesture that made all the difference. 

The Internet was just getting started, it still made 
noise. We had never heard of Google, used AOL ad-
dresses, received ads by FedEx and had cell phones 
that could have anchored boats. The first Saratoga 
Special website was one page, no PDF of the paper, 
nothing more than a flier stapled to a pole, you had 
to be in Saratoga to read. We drove the paper to the 
printer on disks, two trips a day, one early, one late, 
like really late. Paul Wasserman (out of work college 
roommate) would wait for it to print, lug it back in 
bundles to Saratoga, kick me awake and we would 
deliver it around the track and around town. The 
recycle bin was our biggest customer.

Nobody knew we were here, we ran a list of sub-
scribers/supporters in the paper every day. Mom, 
Dad, Aunt Joan, Ryan, Jack, Nolan, Sam, Barkley 
(Joe’s dog), it grew organically and comically. I’ll 
never forget Toadie, Mark Hennig, Charlie Boden, 
Ron Anderson, Don Dean, Bill Person, Mike and 
Iris Freeman and all our loyal readers who kept the 
faith. By Issue 35, the last one of the season, Came 
Home winning the Hopeful on the cover, the list was 
packed with everybody from Bobby Frankel to Betti-
na Jenney, Edgar Prado to Denny McCabe, Michael 
Blowen to Chuck Simon. Each one helped, contrib-
uted, kept our lights on. We would not have made 

it without you. Beyond our families, The Special is 
here because of our friends, our team of all-star in-
terns, our advertisers who got in early and stayed 
late and our loyal readers who have made every 
word worth it. 

We charged a dollar, until we didn’t. We published 
Mondays, until we didn’t. We nearly quit, until we 
didn’t. And we still haven’t. 

Joe’s boys grew up. My boy arrived and is grow-
ing up. Tom Law came on board and changed every-
thing. Over 20 years, we’ve written about horses and 
horsemen, stakes and stars, the ones who have awed 
us, the ones who have floored us and the ones who 
have flummoxed us. It’s been the ride of our lives.

A few years back, Joe and I were stressed out as 
another deadline came and wouldn’t go. I couldn’t 
find the words to a column, Joe couldn’t placate an 
advertiser. I walked outside, around the block, took 
a deep breath and thought about it all. And, yeah, 
that line came back. “These are the good old days.” 
I don’t think I had the nerve to say it that night, per-
haps, it was Sunday night with that week’s deadlines 
behind us and the next week’s too far away to care, 
but I said to my brother, my friend, my partner. 

“Joe, when it’s all said and done, we’ll look back 
and laugh about that crazy daily newspaper we 
wrote in Saratoga. We really should enjoy it.”

And we have, before that pep talk and after that 
pep talk. And, sure, there is nothing like a pandemic 
to make you appreciate the good old days.  

We were going to blow it out this year with eight 
weeks of celebrations. A Sunday run on the 5-mile 
trail at the park, happy hours at Henry Street and 
Walt & Whitman, a Special brew at Racing City 
(they did that), a trophy presentation for The Sarato-
ga Special (the race), an afternoon picnic by the Big 
Red Spring, free coffee at the Morning Line Kitchen, 
a Best of The Special book…

Keep the champagne chilled, we’ll celebrate our 
21st year next season.

20 Years cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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The Big Picture
 with Tod Marks

Glory Days. Back before he was one of the top steeplechasers in 
the country, Snap Decision was carrying Jose Ortiz and the Phipps 

silks while competing in the 2017 Hall of Fame Stakes at Saratoga. 
The 6-year-old runs in today’s Jonathan Kiser Memorial.




