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LICENSE PLATES OF THE DAY
PBRAIN, Massachusetts. 

TBREDS, New York. 
KYDERBY, Delaware.

TOGAGIRL, West Virginia.

BY THE NUMBERS
6,316: Words written by Tom Law for Edition 2.

12: At least (we’ve lost count) offices occupied by The Special 
in Saratoga since 2001.

3: Age of trainer Bobby Ribaudo the first time he came to 
Saratoga, back when his family vacationed up the road in Lake 
George.

8: Sanford Stakes wins for trainer Todd Pletcher after Wit’s 
triumph Saturday.

DEFINITION OF THE DAY
The Diana winner Althiqa’s name means Confidence in Arabic.
Seems appropriate.

WORTH REPEATING
“Music Note was one, just thinking in the filly department. Just 
all class and really showed up every day and every time and 
rose to the occasion. As we all know, those are far and few 
between but it’s great to see them when they come along.”

Godolphin’s Jimmy Bell, comparing  
small-but-mighty Althiqa to another stable star 

“Did you buy those pants like that?”
Bloodstock agent Steve Young to The Special’s Olivia Johnson, 

delivering papers Saturday in the style of the day

“That place was a lot of fun.”
Trainer Tony Dutrow about the old days at Delaware Park

Here&There...in Saratoga

Got Surrounded. 
The Mark Casse-trained Grade 1 winner  

Got Stormy (fourth from left) gets a look at the 
 Oklahoma turf course among a Chad Brown set.
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NAMES OF THE DAY
Democratic Values, second race. 
In an era when we need to be re-
minded of them more than ever, 
the 4-year-old is by Honor Code 
out of Freedom Flag. 

Fast Getaway, eighth race. The 
6-year-old, a Chester and Mary Bro-
man homebred, is by Into Mischief out of 
Stolen Car.

Recidivism, second race Thursday. Lawrence Roman’s 
3-year-old colt is by Into Mischief out of Again. 

Roundabout, fifth race Thursday. Curragh Stable’s main-
track-only entrant is by Cross Traffic. The 2-year-old filly is 
also a Minnesota-bred.

Path Less Taken, 10th race Thursday. Sarah Sheila Sta-
ble’s 3-year-old filly, who makes her debut, is by Bellamy 
Road out of Perfect Step.

thisishorseracing.com
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“I know where she can start.” 
– To Kevin Taylor, whose daughter  

was studying child psychology

“Anybody could play me.” 
– When told Kevin Costner was going to 

have the role in the Allen Jerkens life story  

 

Trainer H. Allen Jerkens, 
1929-2015

nytha.com | 516.488.2337  
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Chair, Equine & Racing Law 

516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 

�e�resen�n� o�ners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, 
dri�ers and horse�en associa�ons in business transac�ons and 

�a�ers before the �e� �ork �tate �a�in� �o��ission 
and in the federal and state courts.  

Susie Raisher
Hot Stuff. Firenze (the cat) and Firenze Fire (the horse) soak up a lazy morning at 
trainer Kelly Breen’s barn.

Here&There...in Saratoga
Ribaudo’s Rabbit Run

Bobby Ribaudo has eight stalls 
in Barn 12 on the Saratoga Race 
Course backside – under the tall 
trees about midway between the 
Morning Line Kitchen and the gate to 
Greentree. There’s shade, a breeze, a 
wide shedrow that makes rainy days 
not so bad.

He’s also got a rabbit in a small, 
reddish, two-room hutch on the 
corner near the feed bags. He just 
showed up one day at Belmont Park, 
and is part of the team.

“About 12 years ago, he was run-
ning loose,” said the trainer. “It was 
the spring of the year, and somebody 
probably got it for their kids at Easter 
and then dumped it.”

The Ribaudo team didn’t cage 
the rabbit, but they fed 
him, gave him water, 
looked after him, what-
ever you do with a rab-
bit and didn’t think too 
much about it – until it 
was time to go to Sara-
toga.

Amid organizing 
equipment, horses, 
horse vans, schedules 
and the other details of 
moving a racing stable 
190 miles north, came 
the fairly simple state-
ment, “We’ve got to do 
something about the 
rabbit.” Ribaudo found 
an “old, dilapidated 
cage,” put the rabbit in it and took the rabbit to Saratoga for the summer. After six 
weeks or however long the meet was 12 years ago, the rabbit came back to Belmont 
and resumed living free-range around the barn. Then it was time to go to Florida. This 
is when Ribaduo’s wife stepped in.

“You can’t take him to Florida in that,” she said. 
“She went online and found this – it’s like a condominium,” Ribaudo said. “He went 

to Florida for seven or eight years, he’s been coming up here every summer, he’s in a 
stall-and-a-half, He’s got it pretty good.”

And he does. Named Conejo, the brown and black bunny is bedded deep in straw 
and hay, he’s got carrots, a bowl full of pellets, a water bottle, even a small wooden 
heart medallion as a latch on the door.

“All the guys around the barn said Conejo,” Ribaudo said about the name. “Conejo’s 
a nice name. We’ll call him Conejo. OK, Conejo. I found out later it means rabbit in 
Spanish. What do I know?”

There’s plenty Ribaudo doesn’t know.
“I don’t know how long rabbits live,” he said. “He doesn’t get much exercise, but we 

feed him and take good care of him. He’s here, he’s part of the barn now.”
–  Joe Clancy

http://msek.com/
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WORTH REPEATING
“I’ll be in France Wednesday but I’ll be sure to read it online.”

Godolphin’s Patrice Pot, exercise rider for Diana 
 winner Althiqa, adding to our international audience

“My last name is Sanford, but I don’t have anything to do with 
the race.”

Fan after the Sanford Stakes Saturday

“Obviously, I’m not a frontrunner.”
Trainer David Donk, about being a New York Jets fan

“He’s like saddling a steeplechaser in the paddock. Just stands 
there.”

Assistant Tristan Barry after Wit won the Sanford

“You lose your mind.”
Vinnie Viola, while going back to the box seats  
to retrieve his phone after winning the Sanford 

“By appointment only.”
Retired jockey Nick Santagata,

about a jockey who picks his spots

“I’m working with it.”
Photographer Barbara Livingston while trying 

 to work the sunrise into a shot Tuesday morning

“He’s like a goalie in hockey, he just expands.” 
Teresa Viola, after Wit won the Sanford 

“I asked him if he needed help.”
Outrider after a horse and exercise rider 

 ducked out the gap Tuesday morning

20 for 21
Now for something obvious here at The Special – we like 

words. New, old, strange, overused, underused, obscure, it 
doesn’t really matter. We’ll give them a try. Sometimes we’ll 
use a word we haven’t used before in a story, cut it out, put it 
back in and maybe cut it out in the end. Other times, we leave 
it in.

Looking for a bit of a challenge this season – because 
putting out the paper isn’t enough of an undertaking – we’ve 
come up with the 20 for 21 contest. Tip of the cap to sisters Cc 
Larner and Mary Hill for coming up with most of the list, what 
we’re calling the 20 for 21. A word for every issue of the 2021 
season if you will. We’ll try to use at least one in each issue and 
when we do, we want you to let us know.

Readers of the digital edition – those far and wide but some 
even right here in Saratoga – might have an advantage since 
they can read it before the print even rolls off the press. But we 
have confidence in our loyal print crowd.

So here’s the challenge, when you see one of these words 
in an edition, email Tom Law at tom@thisishorseracing.com 
with the word, page number and edition and you’ll receive a 
prize. Prizes need to be picked up at our Saratoga office, or 
delivered somewhere in the stable area, grandstand or club-
house if we can make it work. Regardless we’ll give plaudits 
in a future edition and you’ll have bragging rights among your 
friends as a true reader.

Speaking of which, don’t forget to sign up for the Special 
Readers Club. You’ll definitely get first crack at each day’s 
edition. Finally, one or more of the words might have already 
appeared in either of the first two editions of The Special for 
2021. 

See thisishorseracing.com/readersclub

Here&There...in Saratoga

Go faster...

Shipsational wins a Saratoga 
juvenile MSW on debut. Naval 
Laughter takes the G3 Modesty, 
posting a 91 Beyer. Midshipman: 
what a weekend. Be a buyer. 

Your Midshipman radar: 
It should be 
bleeping loud 
and clear

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“I said the two path, not the 22 path.”
Exercise rider, 

making a point while pulling up 

Word List
Admirable
Encroach

Hope
Incremental

Integrity
Languish

Lollygagging
Loom

Mellifluous
Mirth
Nadir

Nonsensical
Peak

Peek
Penultimate

Pique
Plethora

Pragmatic
Sashay

Substantial

https://www.brookledge.com/
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/medaglia-doro?utm_source=thisishorseracing.com/&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=medaglia_doro&utm_content=half_page
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STABLE TOUR
Meet the people & horses who make Saratoga special!

AUGUST 9-10  6:30 PM
859.255.1555 | fasigtipton.com

A little more than a year ago, on the 
frontlines of the Covid-19 pandemic at 
Belmont Park on Long Island, trainer Da-
vid Donk crafted a definitive strategy as 
racing shut down for what turned out to 
be 10 weeks.

“What is my best business model and 
what works for the clients?” Donk asked 
himself. “Who can withstand this? We 
don’t know how long this is going to last.”

He told pretty much all of his clients 
not to send 2-year-olds, advised others to 
turn out horses and concentrated on the 
horses already in the barn. Consequently, 
Donk didn’t win a single 2-year-old race 
in 2020 and the stable posted its lowest 
win total (21) since 2013.

“I thought we should just concentrate 
on getting the older horses to the races 
and develop cash flow,” he said of 2020. 
“We didn’t race for 10 weeks and didn’t 
know when it might come back. We were 
very fortunate when it did come back. I 
didn’t run a 2-year-old until September 
and that’s never happened before. In turn, that put 
me way behind. I still have a few unstarted 3-year-
olds. I didn’t get the grass horses to the races, or 
maybe they ran once. I didn’t find out about them. 
This year’s totally different.”

Donk, who splits 50 (give or take) horses be-
tween Saratoga and Belmont this time of year, has 
won 18 races in 2021 including a 2-year-old maiden 
with first-timer Shesawildjoker at Belmont in June. 
Always active at the entry box, Donk has run eight 
horses at Saratoga so far, with seconds by Kreesa 
La Wrote and Jake Rocks in the books. From its 
traditional spot on the far turn just off Union Ave-
nue, last year’s squad won eight races at Saratoga. 

Sunday morning, in between talking about fami-
ly (wife/assistant Fay and children Holly and Paul), 
the state of racing and New York Jets fandom, 
Donk went through his stall list with The Special’s 
Joe Clancy.

Water’s Edge. Owned and bred by John and Sandy Crowe’s 
Empire Equines, the 3-year-old colt finished second to recent 
New York Derby winner Americanrevolution at Belmont Park 
June 20 and came right back to graduate July 10. The bay New 
York-bred, a son of Candy Ride, is headed for an allowance 
spot next, though Sunday morning he was far more interested 

in breakfast and a scratch on his oversized left jawbone. “They 
had him here in the yearling sale, but they said he was small 
and not much to look at. He came to me last fall and John 
called and asked if he was kind of on the small side. He’s not 
small, he’s a nice horse, really classy. We’re looking at them as 
yearlings and trying to see things, but they change so much. 
The first time out he got beat a neck in a really good maid-
en race and then he came back and won pretty impressively. 
When he ran back, everyone on the (NYRA) show was worried 
because he was coming back in 20 days. He buried his feed 
tub, he breezed once in :48 and change. Am I supposed to wait 
another three or four weeks to run? He did go forward, but 
there’s a reason. He’s a nice kind of horse to have. He ran a big 
number and, knock on wood, came out of it well. We’ll come 
back in the a-other-than.”

Shesawildjoker. Joe Bucci’s 2-year-old filly by Practical 
Joke won her debut at Belmont Park June 18 and was sup-
posed to run in the Stillwater Stakes for New York-breds Thurs-
day, but the race didn’t fill. Parked in the end stall with a view 
of the entire Donk shedrow out her door and some stable-area 
traffic out her back window, she enjoyed a little attention from 
her trainer Sunday. “She likes this spot,” Donk said with a pat 
on her neck. “I put her here by design.” With the Stillwater out, 
Donk isn’t sure where to go next with a winning New York-bred 
juvenile filly. “It’s pretty disappointing, obviously. Unfortunate-
ly, I’m going to have to sit on her for a little bit. She’s a lovely 
filly with a little bit of a future.”

Winston’s Chance. Now this is a racehorse. 
Eight-year-old homebred for Sherry Washburn and 
Kathy Haers has won 10 of 37 starts and piled up 
$404,147 in earnings. Son of Roaring Fever won 
his debut for trainer Debra Breed in 2016 at Finger 
Lakes, captured two stakes there and joined Donk’s 
barn in 2020. “They sent him to me early last year, 
then the Covid hit. They were really patient and he 
had a pretty good year (a win, a second, two thirds 
and $78,800). He got turned out for the winter and 
made his first start of the year three or four weeks 
ago.” Second to stakes winner Highest Honors 
while running for an $80,000 tag at Belmont June 
20, Winston’s Chance aims for the Evan Shipman 
for New York-breds Aug. 11. “He might get MTO’d 
for something else before that. He’s just a pretty 
cool older New York-bred who keeps coming back. 
He’ll appreciate the two turns here.”

Winning Factor. Bucci’s 5-year-old gray won 
at Saratoga twice last summer as part of a strong 
2020 that included three wins, four seconds and 
four thirds. After a winter break, the son of The Fac-
tor has run three times this year, the best a dead 
heat for third going 1 1/8 miles on the turf at Bel-
mont June 5. “He could run next week. Pretty solid 
horse, who runs well; it’s just the water gets a little 
deeper now – especially here.”

Big Package. Purchased by Donk at the 2018 
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic yearling sale, 4-year-old Big 
Brown gelding co-owned by his trainer and Sean 
Carney won twice last year – including a Saratoga 

win at 23-1 off an eight-month layoff in September. Rested for 
seven months, he returned to finish third at Aqueduct in April, 
won at Belmont in May and was third there July 11. He didn’t 
run in eight weeks, but the race was up and it got two horses. 
Hard to get a race to go with two. He’s a pretty useful New 
York-bred turf sprinter. He was a fair third the other day, but it 
was his first time in open company. There is an allowance race 
in another week. I hope it fills.”

Miss Delicious. A rare California Chrome filly in New York, 
Bob Spiegel’s 3-year-old started once as a 2-year-old, and won 
her first 2021 start at Belmont in June. She followed with a 
second and was beaten 6 1/2 lengths when seventh here July 
17. “She’s better than that. I think she runs much better next 
time. She’s more of a free runner. Johnny (Velazquez) had to 
take hold of her, and she didn’t really like it. Tough post, from 
the outside, going a mile, a lot of speed in the race, so kind of 
a bad setup is all.”

Miss Bonnie T. Another for Spiegel, this one a homebred 
filly by Animal Kingdom, the 3-year-old has lost all six starts 
– four since April 10 – but three seconds and a third give her 
$66,543 in earnings. “She’s been knocking on the door, but 
she’s made some money. When we grew up as kids, $50,000 
was a lifetime (of earnings). There’s only one winner. It’s OK to 
be second or third. Sometimes, you’re kind of setting yourself 
up for the next one.”

With David Donk

Continued On Page 8 

Tod Marks
Three-year-old Water’s Edge eyes a Saratoga start for the Donk barn.

http://fasigtipton.com/
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Join us for the Inaugural New York 
Thoroughbred Aftercare Day at 
Saratoga on Wednesday, July 21 

DID YOU KNOW: 

 New York’s Thoroughbred industry contributes  $1.28 million annually to aftercare 

 800+ racehorses have been retired from the NYRA racetracks through New York’s      
TAKE THE LEAD Thoroughbred Retirement Program since 2013 

 More than 2,000 Thoroughbreds have competed in the TAKE2 Hunter & Jumper 
Divisions at more than 370 horses shows across the country 

Thank you to our TAA-accredited Aftercare Partners! 
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Lilly Simone. Spiegel homebred by Hard Spun graduated 
the maiden ranks at Belmont June 6 when risked for a $50,000 
claiming price. She covered 6 furlongs in 1:09.75, missed a 
start with an illness and looks to get back to work in a starter 
allowance in two weeks or so. “She’s pretty useful. I was going 
to run her back, but she spiked a fever. She had throat surgery, 
but responded well from it.”

Kreesa La Wrote. Gerald and Susan Kresa’s homebred 
daughter of Irish-bred stallion Wrote (who stands in New Zea-
land now) finished second in a state-bred maiden turf race July 
16 and is making progress despite a winless record in sev-
en tries. She’s banked $52,970 and will look for another start 
here. “That was an improved effort. She needed to switch leads 
a little easier. Javier (Castellano) gave her a good ride, kind of 
figuring her out, teaching her how to run. She could come back 
and run well. She’ll be pretty formidable.”

Jake Rocks. Second to heavy favorite Baby Yoda here July 
17 in a starter allowance at 6 furlongs on the dirt, Bucci’s son 
of New Year’s Day has lost 17 in a row dating to his maiden win 
in November 2019. His lifetime earnings are $137,088 thanks 
to four seconds and four thirds among a slew of solid per-
formances. Five-year-old bounced back from a sub-par effort 
on the turf June 18. “I wanted to get him back on the dirt, I 
thought that starter allowance was probably way too tough, but 
that’s what he ran in. He was second to a horse that’s pretty 
fast. It was a really good race for Jake Rocks to get him back 
on the right track. He’ll come back the next time that race is 
carded in three, three and a half weeks.”

Not So Grimm. Scrolling through his TLore stable software 
on an iPad, Donk stopped at Spiegel’s unraced 2-year-old filly. 
Daughter of Nyquist is out of the Speightstown mare Steamy, 
so a half-sister to Lilly Simone. “I’ve got a nice 2-year-old filly. 
She was supposed to run, but she spiked a fever. I liked her 
quite a bit when she first started. Ideally, maybe she gets back 
to the races the end of the meet here.”

Radiant Gem. An RNA at Fasig-Tipton Kentucky’s October 
yearling sale in 2020, Spiegel’s unraced 2-year-old daughter of 
Summer Front breezed six times at Belmont in May and June, 
then had to take a break. “I had her ready to run and then I 
worked her from the gate and she bucked her shins. She’s get-

ting ready to get back on the worktab. Definitely a turf sprinter. 
She had trained with Shesawildjoker. They were a good pair.”

Devil Or Angel. Two-year-old New York-bred Shackleford 
colt breezed six times at Belmont in June and July, and is get-
ting closer to a race. “I’ll get a little better idea based on how 
well he breezes from the gate.”

Kingham Hill. New York-bred 3-year-old by Declaration 
Of War is unraced, but making progress for owner/breeder 
Charles Engel. “He’s obviously bred for the grass. Not too far 
away. I need to squeeze him from the gate with another horse 
a couple of times and see how well he’s going.”

One Track Mine. New York-bred 2-year-old filly owned by 
Funky Munky Stable finished second behind runaway winner 
Ready A. P. at Belmont in July. “She’s a dirt horse that wants 
to go long. She’ll run here. She can be a check-getter and can 
stretch out. She’s OK, not real fast early. You need that on the 
dirt with a 2-year-old. If they’re grass, they can run from any-
where.”

Mondeuse. Mendham Racing Stable’s 3-year-old filly has 
placed in four of six starts – the latest a second, by a nose, in 
a $40,000 maiden claimer at Belmont June 12. New York-bred 
daughter of Big Brown will look for a similar race at Saratoga. 
“She not quick, but I stretched her out to a mile on the grass 
last time and she got a beat a nose. I think the race comes back 
at the end of the month.”

Resilient Courage. Owned and bred by Brady Horse Rac-
ing and Rusba V Stable, New York-bred 2-year-old colt finished 
fifth in his debut going 5 1/2 furlongs on the dirt at Belmont 

Continued On Page 9 

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 6

Tod Marks
Trainer David Donk will be busy at Saratoga this summer.

https://www.waltandwhitmanbrewing.com/
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July 9. “He’s by Bourbon Courage. I like the 
Bourbon Courages a little bit, but there aren’t 
many New York-breds. He’s a big, scopey 
horse. I’m going to try him long on the grass. 
I wasn’t successful running the Bourbon 
Courages on the grass, then I had one that 
handled it. I think he will. He wants to go long 
and if you’ve got a 2-year-old in the summer 
that wants to go long, you’ve got to put them 
on the grass.”

Gateway Guardian. Stone Bridge Farm’s 
3-year-old Big Brown gelding has run once 
– finishing seventh in a $40,000 maiden claim-
er on the turf for Irad Ortiz Jr. July 1. Donk got 
the horse to train when John Morrison retired 
in December. “John did so well for them, and 
that’s the only reason I got the horse so I hope 
we can do well for them. We’ll try him again, 
Irad really liked him. He’s a really cool horse, 
with a great demeanor.
Double Shot. Another Bourbon Courage 
New York-bred, this one a 4-year-old colt, 
opened 2021 year with three solid efforts – a 
second Jan. 1, a win 16 days later and another 
second (moved up from third) Feb. 25. Then 
things went sideways. Seventh at Aqueduct 
March 20, he emerged from a gallop 10 days 
later with a condylar fracture. Dr. Patty Hogan 
operated – inserting a plate and 12 screws 

(and later removing 11) – and supervised the 
rehabilitation at her clinic in New Jersey. Now 
he’s back at Belmont. Donk will aim to have 
the two-time winner and $131,865 earner 
back by late fall. “He came back Wednesday 
and just started jogging. He’ll get ready, we’ll 
go easy for a month and then see. It’s cool 
what can be done. Patty was optimistic from 
the beginning. She’s really good. She and a lot 
of great surgeons out there have done amaz-
ing things.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

Thoroughbred
reTiremenT
FoundaTion

at the barn

trf

BBQ
NightSummerNightSummer

The Saratoga Winery

Route 29 • Saratoga Springs, NY

Details at www.trfinc.org

August 24, 2021
5-9 pm

grab your 
boots and 

join us!
A casual evening of 
FUNdraising, food, 

music, basket raffles, 
and horses, too!

––––––––––––––––––––––––

Early-bird price for tickets 
is $40 until August 1! 

Available at www.TRFinc.org 
or call 518.226.0028

thisishorseracing.com/readersclub

Join the Club 
and get some 

sweet member perks.

http://fasigtipton.com/
https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader
https://www.trfinc.org/
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BY TOM LAW
Patrice Pot met Althiqa this past winter in Dubai, 

liked what he saw and hoped for the opportunity to 
ride the English-bred daughter of Dark Angel. 

A two-time winner and Group 3-placed in En-
gland and France as a 3-year-old, Althiqa enjoyed 
a productive stay in the Middle East with a victory 
in the Grade 2 Cape Verdi in January and a third 
behind stablemate Summer Romance in the Grade 
2 Balanchine in February, both at Meydan Race-

course. She returned with the rest of trainer Charlie 
Appleby’s wintertime string to Godolphin’s Moul-
ton Paddocks in Newmarket, England, at the end 
of the Dubai Racing Carnival. 

Pot didn’t get the call back home in Europe but 
did when Appleby decided to send the 4-year-old 
filly with three other Godolphin runners for stakes 
engagements during the Belmont Stakes Racing 

Festival at Belmont Park.
“I saw her in Dubai but did not have the plea-

sure to ride her,” Pot said Sunday morning outside 
the USDA’s quarantine facility on the Oklahoma 
Annex at Saratoga Race Course. “But I’ve ridden 
her since we’ve arrived here. She’s a great filly to 
ride because she’s very easy going, very nice. Very 

Tod Marks
Althiqa (8) skips past stablemate Summer Romance while pulling clear of La Signare (left) and Pocket Square.

Small
Package

Althiqa runs down 
Summer Romance  
in repeat Gr. 1 score

DIANA STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 12 
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sweet. You can’t dream better than 
that. She’s very sweet, does everything 
in the right way, she’s not pulling, 
she’s very nice, very sweet. When you 
push the right button, she just takes 
off, as you could see yesterday.”

Althiqa certainly put that 
push-button speed on display Satur-
day at Saratoga, extending her small 
strides as much as possible through 
the stretch to catch Summer Romance 
and win the Grade 1 Diana Stakes. 
Manny Franco rode Althiqa to her 
three-quarter-length win over Sum-
mer Romance, his first time aboard 
the small gray filly after Mike Smith 
rode her to victory by the same mar-
gin over the same foe in the Grade 1 
Just A Game on Belmont Stakes Day. 

“I just wanted to wait as long as 
I could because I knew the distance 
was further than the last race,” Fran-
co said. “That was the question, but 
she did it. They didn’t tell me much. 
They just told me to cover her and 
follow somebody until I made my 
move. That was the key; that she was 
so relaxed behind horses and then she 
gave me a nice move and nice kick. 
She’s a pretty nice filly. I’m glad I was 
on her today.”

Pot knows the feeling, at least in 
the mornings. 

Althiqa and Pot and Summer Ro-
mance and Peppe Bussu trained to-
gether every day of their short stay in 
Saratoga, which was expected to end 
Tuesday with a return trip to Europe. 

The quartet, along with a pony 
and rider in between, made the long 
walk from the Annex to the paddock, 
trained on the main track, walked 
through the barn area on the back-
stretch of the main track and even-
tually made their way back to the 
Oklahoma side across Union Avenue. 
The two fillies, who wound up being 
the only representatives through late 
spring and summer when Rebel Ro-
mance was pulled from consideration 
for the Belmont Stakes, followed a 
similar long-walk, train and long-
walk pattern downstate before and 
after the Just A Game. 

The pony went with the pair dai-
ly, primarily to help keep Summer 
Romance more relaxed according to 
Appleby’s traveling assistant Sophie 
Chretien. Pot said Althiqa didn’t 
mind the pony, either. 

“When you ride her in the morn-
ing she’s not very demonstrative,” 
Pot said. “She doesn’t show you a lot. 
Very quiet, a little bit shy. As you can 
see when she walks next to the pony, 

Diana –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Patrice Pot lets Althiqa know she won after the Diana.

Continued On Page 14 
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Aisling Duignan, Dermot Ryan, Charlie O’Connor, Adrian Wallace,  
Robyn Murray or Blaise Benjamin. Tel: 859-873-7088. Fax: 859-879 5756. 

TDN Rising Star WIT remained unbeaten with an effortless 
8-length success in the G3 Sanford Stakes at Saratoga on 
Saturday for Todd Pletcher, Repole Stable, St. Elias Stable 
and Gainesway Stable. Bred by Rosilyn Polan.

          We couldn't be more pleased with his 
performance…the Grade 1 Hopeful  
would be the next target       Todd Pletcher

By INTO MISCHIEF and 
unbeaten in 3 starts at Saratoga 
including the G1 Hopeful S. and 
the G1 H. Allen Jerkens S.

First crop 2YO winner for CUPID!  
FEELTHEBEAT won a MSW over 5½f at Woodbine on 
Sunday for Norman McKnight & Trinity Racing Stables

she loves to be next to the pony. She’s 
a very sweet filly to ride in the morn-
ing but in the afternoon you can feel 
the difference. 

“Two days ago she started to be a 
bit more aggressive. She loves compe-
tition. She’s a very competitive filly.”

Althiqa, dispatched as the 7-2 
fourth choice in the field of eight for 
the $500,000 Diana, raced a little 
closer to the pace in the early stages 
of the 9-furlong turf stakes than she 
did six weeks before in the 1-mile 
Just A Game. Summer Romance led 
over the inner turf labeled good after 
a mid-afternoon rain shower, clicking 
off splits of :23.57 and 48.17 under 
Luis Saez with Viglantes Way, Pocket 
Square and La Signare up close. 

Summer Romance, the 5-2 fa-
vorite likely off her win two back 
in the 9-furlong Balanchine, still led 
through 6 furlongs in 1:11.84 while 
her stablemate inched up to fifth 
midway around the far turn. Pocket 
Square took the first run at Summer 
Romance, diving to the inside but not 
accelerating enough to pose a serious 
threat. Vigilantes Way retreated and 
Harvey’s Lil Goil stayed one-paced 
late while Althiqa, swung a few paths 
off the fence by Franco turning for 
home, rolled past the chasers and 
eventually her stablemate at the six-
teenth pole. She won in 1:47.65.

Althiqa improved to 6-for-11 in 
her career and the $275,000 first-
place check padded her bankroll to 
$741,213. A majority of those earn-
ings have come this year, after she 
posted a record of 3-2-2 in seven 
starts at 2 and 3. 

Bred in England by Godolphin, Al-

thiqa is the first foal out of the unraced 
Shamardal mare Mistrusting, the dam 
of an unraced 2-year-old full-sister to 
the Diana winner in training with Ap-
pleby. Shamardal, a Kentucky-bred 
son of Giant’s Causeway who won 
four Group 1s in England and France 
in the early 2000s for Godolphin, 
might be the key to Althiqa’s success. 

“She’s small but she’s strong,” 
Chretien said. “She loves everything. 
She’s a typical racehorse. She’s got 
some Shamardal in her pedigree. 
They can be tough you know?”

Godolphin’s Jimmy Bell, in from 
Kentucky to represent Sheikh Mo-
hammed’s stable, echoed that senti-
ment no matter where the filly gets 
her grit.

“That’s what she’s got,” Bell said 
with two taps of his program to his 
chest. “That’s what all the good ones 
have in common, they’ve got that de-
sire and that heart. When she tipped 
out at the top of the lane, you could 
see her inhale and she kept coming, 
kept coming, kept coming.”

And stature doesn’t matter if the 
rest of the equation is there.

“They come in all shapes and siz-
es,” Bell said of quality horses. “But 
that’s the commonality they have – a 
big heart, and desire. They’ve just got 
to have that.”

Additional reporting by Joe Clancy.

Diana –
 Continued from page 12

Andrew J. Mollica Attorney at Law

1205 Franklin Ave., Garden City, NY 11530
(516) 528-1311 cell • (516) 280-3182 office • jdmol@aol.com
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Wage and Hour Defense

A small firm dedicated to big things

Tod Marks
Sophie Chretien, after the Diana.
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Maryland Sire Showcase
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Hinkle Farms bought unraced broodmare Madame Du Lac (in foal to Kitten’s Joy) for 
$150,000 at Keeneland November in 2011. Not quite two years later, that Kitten’s Joy foal 
went to Keeneland September as part of the farm’s yearling consignment. Purchased by 
Margaux Farm as agent, Divisidero became a Grade 1 winner and earned $1.6 million.

“From the time he was born, he did everything right. He wasn’t a great, big, strapping colt that when you 
took him out people would see him across the ring or anything or their jaws dropped. He was a bay horse 
who had all the parts in the right places. We took him up to Keeneland and every time he went out there to 
show he was really just a professional horse. People saw him and kept coming back. From the first day he 
stepped on the grounds to the time he went through the rings he was nothing but a professional. He sold well, 
$250,000. That was a good touch.

“The first start he made was at Gulfstream Park and I was in New Orleans with my wife and three other 
couples. We were having brunch. There were eight of us and I pulled the race up on my phone and he’s 25-
1. He comes from out of the clouds and runs them down and we’re sitting there acting like a bunch of crazy 
people. We’ll remember that for a long time, and then he went on and won on Derby Weekend (American Turf 
and two editions of the Woodford Reserve Turf Classic) three years in a row. We’ve been lucky and sold some 
really nice horses and bred some really nice horses, and he’s one we talk about a lot.”

DIVISIDERO, 2013. Tom Hinkle, Hinkle Farms

SEPTEMBER
M O N .  1 3  -  S A T .  2 5

ONE HORSE  Keeneland September buyers  
and sellers remember some  
names from the past. 

Keeneland Photo

BY SEAN CLANCY 
Anthony Bonomo and Vinnie Vi-

ola stood at the end of the saddling 
stalls in the paddock before the Grade 
3 Sanford Stakes Saturday and eyed 
favorite Wit circling under a tree. 

“Cool as a cucumber,” Bonomo 
said. 

Viola nodded, no words needed.
As owners are prone to do when 

they have an overwhelming favorite 
in a stakes at Saratoga, Viola changed 
subjects. “Have you ever read the 
book, the Darley Arabian? Or the 
other one on the Byerley Turk? If you 
think you like this sport now . . . wait 
until you read about those horses.”

Minutes later, Wit did his impres-
sion of both. 

Owned by Repole Stable, Viola’s 
St. Elias Stable and Gainesway Sta-
ble, the son of Practical Joke broke 
leisurely, gradually moved up and 
gradually took over, storming to 
an 8-length win over second choice 
Headline Report and Dance Code. 
Trained by Todd Pletcher and ridden 
by Irad Ortiz Jr., the $575,000 year-
ling purchase improved to 2-for-2. 
Bred in Kentucky by Rosilyn Polan, 
Wit finished 6 furlongs in 1:11.20 and 
returned $4.20.

“He ran the way he looked. He 
breaks, he gathers himself…” Viola Tod Marks

Wit charges down the stretch with an easy win in the Sanford Stakes Saturday.

SANFORD STAKES RECAP

A Laugher
Pletcher 2-year-old colt Wit  
toys with 10 foes in second start

Continued On Page 18 

https://september.keeneland.com/stories/top-spa
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said. “It was an elite performance.”
Wit needed to gather himself after 

a lumbering start from the rail. Candy 
Landing in the next stall drifted left, 
which made it worse and relegated 
the long-striding colt to the back of 
the 11-horse field. But not for long as 
natural ability quickly took over and 
Wit rolled into a cocoon in sixth. 

Trust Our Journey burned on the 
front end through a quarter-mile in 
:22.68 while Ortiz sat motionless 
aboard Wit, the early deficit long 
gone. Midway on the turn, Ortiz 
nudged and Wit threaded a line out-
side Candy Landing and inside Otto-
man Empire. Third and in the clear, 
it was just a matter of when Ortiz 
wanted to release the pinball plunger. 
Passing the quarter pole, Trust Our 
Journey churned from the rail, Head-
line Report swung into second and 
Wit powered past, sliding effortlessly 
from his left lead to his right. 

By the eighth pole, it was all over 
as Wit pinned his ears, opened up at 
will and drifted out slightly in the 

final strides while enduring seven 
right-handed hits from Ortiz.   

“Not many horses can do that,” 
Viola said. “He’s such an athlete.” 

Alex Solis saw that at Keene-
land. Representing Antony Beck’s 
Gainesway, Solis loved Wit’s confor-

mation, energy and demeanor the 
first time he saw him and made sure 
cohorts Madison Scott and Jason Litt 
thought the same thing. 

“Seeing that horse, he was in a 
one-horse consignment and I said to 
Madison and Jason, ‘I found a really 

good Practical Joke colt today,’ ” So-
lis said. “We rushed back to see him 
at the end of the day and he showed 
just as good as the first time, great 
energy, you just liked him more ev-
ery time you saw him. A man among 

Sanford –
 Continued from page 16

Continued On Page 19 

Tod Marks
Wit (left) surges clear of the field in the Sanford, his second in as many starts for trainer Todd Pletcher.

http://www.brisnet.com/content/
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boys. Physically, you could see it in 
the paddock at Saratoga, he has the 
walk and the mind to go with it.”

Solis joined Gainesway as director 
of bloodstock and racing in January, 
2020 and relished the opportunity 
to look at superlative horses for sup-
portive clients. 

“We were lucky enough to help out 
Mike and Vinnie at the sale and lucky 
enough that they let me put Antony 
in a couple of horses with them. He 
was not a hard one to find, he made 
it easy,” Solis said. “It was so hard 
to buy colts last year, yeah, it was a 
fair bit of money but I loved Practical 
Joke and I asked Brian Graves, who 
pinhooked Practical Joke, to look at 
him and he said, ‘Dude, that’s his fa-
ther.’ All the stars aligned to be able 
to buy him.”

Repole, St. Elias, Gainesway, 
Pletcher, Ortiz . . . that’s the Milky 
Way. 

After the Sanford, Viola prompted 
Solis to make a toast. 

“I want to thank you for the op-

portunity to pick the horses out for 
you,” Solis said. “I’m glad it started 
out with a bang.”

Viola’s Saturday finished with a 
bang, winning the Grade 3 Mon-
mouth Cup with Dr Post, watching 
Beau Liam, a son of Liam’s Map (win-
ner of the Grade 1 Woodward when 
owned by St Elias) stymie Witsel by 
a nose in a tough allowance race at 
Saratoga and Wit stamp himself as 
the favorite for the Grade 1 Hopeful 
at the end of the meet. 

“We had a trifecta today,” Viola 
said. “Dr Post won at Monmouth in 
a really nice time, Liam’s baby won 
and then this.”

And, sure, remind Viola of the 
Darley Arabian and the Byerley Turk. 

“These are horses you never ever 
think you would have a chance to 
own. And then when you get a chance 
buy them and they turn out, it’s a re-
ally special feeling,” Viola said. “As 
you know, they don’t all turn out. If 
you think about the last two races, 
you had elite performances in two 
completely different races. In one, the 
two best horses hook up and this one 
a horse has a pretty interesting trip 
and shows command of himself. It’s 
special.”

Sanford –
 Continued from page 18

https://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
https://gainesway.com/stallions/tapwrit/


20 Wednesday, July 21, 2021The saraToga special

$500,000 in average daily purses. Respective owner/trainer 
bonus of $1,000/$300 per starter.

MON, TUES & WED  |  1:45PM(ET)

RACING  |  JULY 19 - SEPTEMBER 1

COLONIALDOWNS.COM

BY TERRY HILL
Tyler Gaffalione knew he needed 

to keep Goin’ Good close to Mis-
chiefful in the early stages of Sunday’s 
Coronation Cup Stakes. 

He pressed the odds-on favor-
ite through the first half-mile of the 
5 1/2-furlong stakes, never letting 
the leader get a full length ahead. At 
the eighth pole, Gaffalione asked for 
some run and Goin’ Good responded. 
The work wasn’t done as Farsighted 
and Jose Ortiz challenged along the 
rail. Gaffalione asked his filly a sec-
ond time and she responded a second 

time, in the end crossing the line a 
half-length winner.

“I had to stay close in the early 
going, because my filly doesn’t real-
ly have a lot of speed. I couldn’t let 
the leader open up on us,” Gaffalione 
said. “I probably used her up a little 
early, but I guess we tired the other 
one too.”

The field of four was the result 
of six scratches when overnight and 
morning rains washed the $111,600 
Coronation Cup off the Mellon Turf 

Course to the main track rated slop-
py and sealed. Five of six of Goin’ 
Good’s races had been on the grass 
prior to the Coronation Cup, but 
Gaffalione said the move from the 
turf didn’t bother him based on input 
from trainer Brad Cox.

“Brad knows this filly pretty well 
and he always thought she could han-

dle dirt,” Gaffalione said. “Plus, she 
had that good race at Oaklawn, so I 
was confident.”

Goin’ Good finished second in the 
Dixie Belle Stakes at Oaklawn Park in 
late February, her only effort on the 
main track, also in sloppy conditions. 

Dave Harmon
Goin’ Good stays in front to win Sunday’s Coronation Cup Stakes.

CORONATION CUP STAKES RECAP

Possession
Game

Goin’ Good handles slop, three 
foes in rained-off Sunday feature

Continued On Page 21 
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Home of the 
NO-EXPENSE Claim
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Race Horse Ownership off ers so much 
more than just the Excitement!

(800) 989-IFRS(4377)
infrontracingstables.com

The Coronation Cup was Gaffali-
one’s third victory of the young Sara-
toga meet. The 26-year-old won 21 
last year including five stakes wins led 
by Paris Lights in the Grade 1 Coach-
ing Club American Oaks and Swiss 
Skydiver in the grade 1 Alabama.

Cox, fresh off winning the Grade 
1 Haskell Invitational the day before 
via disqualification with Mandaloun, 
collected his third win of the meet, 
praised the 3-year-old daughter of 
Congrats and her jockey. 

“Tyler did a great job getting her 
out of the gate in a hurry, which 
doesn’t always happen with her,” he 
said. “She makes up for it though 
with heart, she’s always trying. And 
you saw it today.”

In seven races, Goin’ Good has 
never finished more than a length and 
a quarter off the winner. A homebred 
for Richard Klein’s Klein Racing, 
Goin’ Good improved to 4-for-7 with 
her first stakes victory after two sec-
onds, and the $66,000 winning share 
boosted her earnings to $224,566.

Klein and Cox teamed up for a 
Coronation Cup win in 2019 with 
Break Even, a homebred daughter of 
Country Day who won the stakes in 
her turf debut. 

Week 1 Roundup
When trainer Bobby Ribaudo 

brought Neuro back for the 2021 turf 
season in April, the 4-year-old colt 
finished second going a mile at Bel-
mont Park for jockey Jose Ortiz. A 
month later, the New York-bred fin-
ished fourth going 1 1/16 miles and 
Ortiz offered some feedback.

“You’ve got to shorten him up,” 
the Eclipse Award-winning jockey 
said. “He’s just not finishing.”

Ribaudo cut Marc Keller’s horse 
back to 7 furlongs and he and Ortiz 
again finished second in state-bred 
maiden company – losing by a length 
to front-running Bar Fourteen – June 
27. Saratoga’s turf distances can cre-
ate a no-man’s land for horses like 
Neuro as the races are 5 1/2 furlongs 
or a mile or more. Ortiz didn’t hes-
itate and told Ribaudo to go short 
again.

Saturday at Saratoga, Neuro and 
jockey Javier Castellano lined up as 
one of 11 in the 5 1/2-furlong opener 
for New York-bred maidens and ral-
lied to get up in the final strides and 
win by a neck over War Smoke and 
Giramonte. Ortiz was fourth, beaten 
a length, on favorite Sheriff Bianco 
for trainer Wesley Ward.

“He had to ride Wesley’s horse, I 
understand that,” said Ribaudo, who 

Recap –
 Continued from page 20

Tod Marks
Neuro digs in late to win Saturday’s first race for trainer Bobby Ribaudo.

Continued On Page 22 

https://infrontracingstables.com/
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nevertheless appreciated the feedback and the win. 
Neuro graduated the maiden ranks in his 14th 
start, earned $46,750 and set himself up for a solid 
Saratoga. 

“He was feeling great up here, jumping out of 
his skin,” said Ribaudo of his pre-race thoughts. 
“Then the forecast came. It turned on us. They 
were calling for rain, it said rain all day, so the night 
before I know I’m not going to run and if you don’t 
run the first week in that race it doesn’t come back 
for a couple of weeks and you’re lucky to get one 
start at the meet. Now we can possibly get three.”

Ninth early after breaking from post two, the 
son of Freud advanced to fifth on the turn and 
angled out from behind horses at the top of the 
stretch. With a push from runner-up the Jeremiah 
Englehart-trained War Smoke, the winner fought 
on between horses. 

“Mid-stretch he looked like he was going to 
hang a little bit and when Jeremiah’s first-timer 
came running to him, he took off again,” said Rib-
audo. “I thanked Jeremiah.”

Despite the lack of early success, Neuro showed 
his trainer progress while navigating early starts. 
The $60,000 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-
bred earling purchase, bred by Sequel Stallions and 
Akindale Farm, looked happy with himself.

“He’s a fun horse to be around, tough in the 
stall, but on the racetrack he’s a gentleman, in the 
paddock he’s a gentleman,” said Ribaudo. “He’s a 
little bit he’s aggressive. He’s really matured. He’s a 
colt, he’s at that age where he should look good and 
be at his best.”

– Joe Clancy

• Eddie Barker won Sunday’s opener with Ship-
sational. The first-time starter broke from the out-
side in the field of five, loomed into third leaving 
the backside, second by the turn and collared Silver 
Samurai by the stretch. The son of Midshipman 
cruised to a 6 3/4-length win for jockey Luis Saez. 

Recap –
 Continued from page 21

Continued On Page 23 

Dave Harmon
Shipsational cruises to victory in Sun-
day’s opener for trainer Eddie Barker.
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Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses  

include 78 individual Grade 1 winners
and the winners of  119 Grade 1 races. 

Some of the races they’ve won.

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

A . G .  VA N D E R B I LT   ( 2 )

A LC I B I A D E S

A R L I N G TO N  M I L L I O N  

AW E S O M E  AG A I N 

B E L M O N T  D E R BY

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  C L A S S I C

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  T U R F  ( 2 )

BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY & MARE TURF 

D E L AWA R E  H A N D I C A P 

D O N N  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

D U B A I  W O R L D  C U P

F LO R I DA  D E R BY

F R A N K  K I L R O E  M I L E 

F R I Z E T T E

G A R D E N  C I T Y

G R A N D  N AT I O N A L  H U R D L E

H A S K E L L  I N V I TAT I O N A L

H O L LY W O O D  T U R F  C U P

I R O Q U O I S  H U R D L E  ( 2 )

J O E  H I R S C H  T U R F  C L A S S I C  ( 2 )

K E N T U C K Y  D E R BY  ( 2 )

K I N G ’ S  B I S H O P

LO N E S O M E  G LO R Y  H U R D L E

M A K E R ’ S  4 6  M I L E  ( 3 )

M A N H AT TA N  ( 2 )

M A N  O ’  WA R  ( 4 )

M AT R I A R C H  ( 2 )

M E T R O P O L I TA N  M I L E

N E A R C T I C  S TA K E S

P R I O R E S S

Q U E E N  E L I Z A B E T H  I I

S H A D W E L L  T U R F  M I L E

S P I N AWAY  ( 2 )

S P I N S T E R

S W O R D  DA N C E R  ( 4 )

T E S T

U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  ( 2 )

VA N I T Y  H A N D I C A P

W H I T N E Y  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

W O O D  M E M O R I A L

Iris Smith Stable purchased the New 
York-bred for $210,000 at the OBS 
March 2-year-old sale. Bert and Diana 
Firestone bred the chestnut colt. 

“That was impressive,” Barker said. 
“I wasn’t 100 percent sure if he could 
handle the off track but the rider said 
he did it all on his own. The good thing 
about him is he’s a New York-bred. 
We went down to the sale with a fel-
low that owns High Point Bloodstock, 
Richard Saba, and I also use the Auc-
tion Edge.”

Enticed by his conformation and his 
breeze, Barker went after Shipsational, a 
rare high-dollar purchase in his 16-horse 
string stabled inside Clare Court. 

“His conformation was flawless, the 
way he moved, his breeze was flawless 
and he galloped out really well. He hit 
all the boxes,” Barker said. “He’s been 
showing it in his training, he’s got a 
great mind, he does everything right. 
I’m happy for the owner, she’s been 
very supportive.”

Barker trained for Smith’s father-in-
law, Seymour, for about 10 years and 
has now trained for Iris for about four 
years, purchasing Shipsational and a 
Quality Road colt for $475,000 at OBS 
in March.

“He was my only client, we had a 
lot of fun together. Iris got in the game 
and got nothing, she was about ready 
to bolt and Seymour said, ‘Just let Ed-
die buy you a couple of horses,’ ” Bark-
er said. “She’s very patient, never calls, 
never says anything, she’s a really, real-
ly nice person to train for, I hope these 
are the ones we’ve been looking for.”

– Sean Clancy

• Bill Mott unveiled More Moon-
shine for an impressive win Sunday. 
Bred and owned by Summer Wind 
Farm, the 3-year-old daughter of Mali-
bu Moon sat off the pace and stormed 
to a 6 1/2-length score over Perfect 
Grace and Big City Momma. Junior 
Alvarado guided her to the facile score. 

More Moonshine is a full-sister 
to Grade 1 stakes winner Moonshine 
Memories and a half-sister to grad-
ed stakes-placed Indian Evening and 
stakes-placed Mo For The Money. 

• Beau Liam staved off Witsel to 
win a deep first-level allowance Satur-

Recap –
 Continued from page 22

Continued On Page 24 
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Sat., October 9, 2021
Post Time 7:00 pm
Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic 
and the breeders classics races
West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414 
www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709
Carol Holden, President   |   Theresa Bitner, Exec. Sec.
Sam Huff, Chairman Emeritus

right out of the gate!
EXCITEMENT

atJosh Pons 443-807-0644   v  Mike Pons 410-459-8517 
Christy Holden 410-808-1325  v  Bel Air, Maryland  

410-879-1952  v  info@countrylifefarm.com  v  countrylifefarm.com 

Josh and Mike Pons of Country Life Farm are just back 
from the Fasig-Tipton July Select Sale, where they bought 

 three yearlings to place into racing partnerships,  
including this Malibu Moon colt out of the family 

 of Grade 1 Ballerina winner Come Dancing.  

Details on all three yearlings at  
countrylifefarm.com

day. Bred and owned by Stonestreet 
Stable, the son of Liam’s Map used 
natural speed to extricate from the in-
side post, established control from the 
front, looked headed by Witsel and 
battled back to win by a tenacious 
length. Trained by Steve Asmussen 
and ridden by Ricardo Santana Jr., 
the 3-year-old colt won his debut at 
Churchill Downs May 29. 

• Creeping ever closer to the all-
time win mark set by Dale Baird, As-
mussen notched four wins over the 
first four days to lead all trainers at 
Saratoga. The Hall of Famer trails 
Baird by 12 wins. As of Tuesday, As-
mussen had made 18 entries at Sara-
toga, Indiana Grand, Ellis Park and 
Louisiana Downs this week. Brad 
Cox and Bill Mott tallied three times 
to hold second. Chad Brown, Chris-
tophe Clement, James Bond, Danny 
Gargan, Kelly Breen and Tom Amoss 
won two races apiece. Twenty-eight 
trainers won at least one race over the 
first four cards. 

• Irad Ortiz Jr. and Luis Saez burst 
from the blocks, winning eight races 
apiece to lead all jockeys. Jose Or-
tiz won six to sit third while Manny 
Franco and Ricardo Santana Jr. won 
four each to round out the top five. 
Twelve jockeys won at least one race 
over the first four days. 

• Bond Racing, Klaravich and Cal-
umet rung the bell twice each to lead 
all owners. Thirty-eight owners won 
at least once race through the first 
four days. 

• Barn 86 will remain in quar-
antine for 21 days (retroactive to 
July 11) after a filly trained by Jorge 
Abreu tested positive for Equine Her-
pesvirus-1. The unraced filly was sent 
to Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital 
July 11 after developing a fever. She 
received treatment and has improved 
enough to be sent to a private farm in 
Saratoga County, where she is recov-
ering under veterinary supervision.

Abreu and Ken McPeek will be 
able to exercise horses on the Okla-
homa Training Track from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Should there be no addi-
tional cases in Barn 86, the quaran-
tine will be lifted Aug. 1. 

Recap –
 Continued from page 23

Tod Marks
Beau Liam (1) fights off Witsel to win a salty allowance Saturday.

Join the Club 
and get some 

sweet member perks.
thisishorseracing.com/readersclub

https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader
http://wvbc.com/wordpress/
https://www.countrylifefarm.com/
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For more information please contact: 
Oaklawn Racing Office
racing@oaklawn.com 

501-363-4300

Live Racing Returns 
December 3

$1.25 Million Arkansas Derby on April 2
2 Year-Old Racing in December

Allowance Races Start at $100,000

https://oaklawn.com/racing/?utm_source=SaratogaSpecial&utm_medium=FP&utm_campaign=22HR&utm_content=Stakes
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Mark Casse hopes Coinage contin-
ues to show progress that he’s seen in 
the well-bred colt from the moment 
he saw him on the Keeneland grounds 
until he showed up this month in 
Saratoga in today’s $100,000 Rick 
Violette Stakes for 2-year-old New 
York-breds. 

“He’s a classy horse,” Casse said 
of the son of Tapit out of Breeders’ 
Cup Filly and Mare Sprint winner Bar 
Of Gold. “From the time we started 
breaking him to when we started 
breezing him he’s acted like a little 
better horse each time.”

Coinage takes on four opponents 
in the 6-furlong Rick Violette, named 
for the trainer and former head of 
the New York Thoroughbred Horse-
men’s Association who passed away 

in October 2018. Third in his debut 
behind fellow Violette entrant Barese 
May 21, Coinage came back about 
a month later to win a 5 1/2-furlong 
state-bred maiden by 7 3/4 lengths.

“I thought he ran well in his first 
start,” Casse said. “I’ve said it many 
times, winning first time out is never 
my goal. If it happens, fine. His first 
race was great. He came away, didn’t 
know what he was doing and came 
running. That set him up for his next 
start, which I thought was a very 
good effort.”

Coinage runs for Leonard and 
Jonathan Green’s D J Stable and his 
breeders, Chester and Mary Broman. 

The Bromans offered the colt through 
Becky Thomas’ Sequel New York con-
signment at last year’s Keeneland Sep-
tember yearling sale and he was listed 
as sold to D J Stable for $450,000. 

He’s the first foal out of Bar Of 
Gold, a second-generation Broman 
homebred daughter of Medaglia 

d’Oro. She won seven of 25 starts, 
including the Filly and Mare Sprint 
at Del Mar at 66-1, and earned 
$1,551,000. 

Her second foal, a colt by 2018 Tri-
ple Crown winner Justify, will be of-
fered through Sequel at next month’s 

Susie Raisher
Coinage looks tough in today’s Rick Violette Stakes for New York-breds.

WEEK TWO PREVIEWS

Coinage hopes 
for a payday

Continued On Page 27 

https://www.nybreds.com/
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Fasig-Tipton Saratoga selected yearling sale. 
“He has a nice pedigree,” Casse said. “I liked him from 

the beginning and maybe thought he was maybe a little 
short. At first he seemed to be more like mom than he did 
like dad. As he’s gotten older he’s lengthened out.”

Junior Alvarado takes the return call on Coinage, the 
5-2 third choice in the Violette field behind 9-5 favorite 
Ready A. P. for Christophe Clement and jockey Luis Saez 
and 2-1 second choice Barese for Mike Maker and Irad 
Ortiz Jr. Run Curtis Run and Surprise Boss complete the 
field. 

– Tom Law

Steeplechase stakes lead off cards
Saratoga’s steeplechase program starts today with the 

$75,000 Jonathan Kiser Novice Hurdle and continues 
Thursday with the Grade 1 A. P. Smithwick Memorial. 

The Kiser drew a field of seven led by Buttonwood 
Farm’s Irish-bred mare The Mean Queen, the 6-5 favorite 
in search of her fourth consectuve win. Trained by Keri 
Brion, The Mean Queen started her win streak at Wex-
ford racecourse in Ireland in early April before wins in an 
allowance at Great Meadow in late May and in the Mar-
garet Currey Henley Hurdle at the Iroquois Steeplechase 
in Nashville June 26. 

Fast Car won an allowance race during last year’s Sara-

toga meet and makes his second start of the season in the 
2 1/16-mile Kiser for Jack Fisher. The soon-to-be-inducted 
Hall of Fame trainer also entered City Dreamer. 

Brion entered three for the $150,000 Smithwick – 
French Light, Baltimore Bucko and Galway Kid while 
Fisher will run Gibralfaro and Cite. Redicean, off since 
finishing fourth in last year’s Smithwick and second in the 
New York Turf Writers Cup, completes the field. Galway 
Kid finished second in last year’s Kiser and won the Grade 
3 David Semmes Memorial at Great Meadow before being 
pulled up in the Grade 1 Iroquois. French Light also won 
in allowance company during last year’s meet and looks 
to end a six-race losing streak that includes a Fairyhouse 
hurdle race in his most recent start April 5. 

The Smithwick is the lone stakes on Thursday’s card 
after the $100,000 Stillwater for New York-bred 2-year-
old fillies did not fill. 

Navratilova eyes Lake George ace
We’ve been here before. Rusty Arnold standing at the 

rail outside his barn along the Oklahoma training track 
watching a G. Watts Humphrey Jr. homebred filly prep for 
a graded stakes at Saratoga. 

This year, it’s Navratilova aiming at the Grade 3 Lake 
George Friday. 

“Do you remember her mother? Arnold asked Tuesday 
morning as Arnold’s wife, Sarah escorted Lyndsay Buttice 
and Navratilova on an easy circuit of the Oklahoma. 

Of course. 
“She looks just like her,” Arnold said.

Previews –
 Continued from page 26

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS ...................... 1ST
Steve Asmussen ........................ 4
Brad Cox .................................... 3
Bill Mott ..................................... 3
Tom Amoss ................................ 2
Jim Bond .................................... 2
Kelly Breen ................................. 2
Chad Brown ............................... 2
Christophe Clement .................... 2
Danny Gargan ............................ 2

JOCKEYS ....................... 1ST
Luis Saez .................................... 8
Irad Ortiz Jr ................................ 8
Jose Ortiz ................................... 6
Ricardo Santana Jr. .................... 4
Manny Franco ............................ 4
Tyler Gaffalione .......................... 3
Joel Rosario ............................... 2
Jose Lezcano ............................. 2

Through Tuesday

Continued On Page 28 

https://www.margauxfarm.com/
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eclipsetbpartners.com

celebrating10 years

WINNING ON THE  

WORLD STAGE QUEEN MARY S.-G2 
 ROYAL ASCOT

2021 Winner QUICK SUZY

TOP LEVEL HORSES  
1ST CLASS PARTNERS

We were standing in the exact same 
spot, watching Centre Court aim at the 
Lake George in 2012. The daughter of 
Smart Strike rallied to win by a neck 
over Better Lucky in a four-way scrum 
that included Samitar and Stephanie’s 
Kitten. The family goes back to Let, a 
$350,000 yearling purchase by Hum-
phrey in 1996. She won the Grade 2 
Churchill Downs Distaff and three oth-
er stakes. 

“It was the first or second year I went 
to work for Mr. Humphrey, we bought 
Let. She was Grade 1 placed and pro-
duced Centre Court who won a Grade 
1, that doesn’t happen a lot, it’s pretty 
special,” Arnold said. “Let was a big 
daughter of A.P. Indy, leggier, all dirt, I 
don’t think I even ran her on the turf, 
she ran a lot of good races and made a lot of mon-
ey. Centre Court came along and was all turf and I 
think this filly is all turf, although I would run her 
on the dirt if the opportunity comes.”

Navratilova won her career debut at Ellis Park 
last summer before finishing sixth behind Aunt 
Pearl in the Grade 2 Jessamine at Keeneland in 

October. Freshened over the winter, she returned 
with a third in the Limestone Turf Sprint Stakes at 
Keeneland. A month later, she finished third, beat-
en a neck in the Mamzelle at Churchill Downs. 
Six weeks later, she wired 10 rivals in the Tepin at 
Churchill Downs June 26. 

With Jose Lezcano aboard for the first time, the 
daughter of Medaglia d’Oro takes on nine foes in 

the Lake George, the ninth race on a 
10-race card Friday. 

“I loved this filly from day one, she’s 
small but she’s athletic,” Arnold said. 
“Her only off-the-board finish was in 
her second start, she ran up behind 
Aunt Pearl and tried her for about a 
quarter mile and came out of it with a 
shin.”

For 51 years, Arnold has ridden the 
wave of the training profession, enjoy-
ing his best season in 2019, winning 38 
races, including four at Saratoga, for 
over $4.2 million. Last year, he won 27 
races and $1.5 million, while skipping 
Saratoga. This year, he’s already won 
24 and topped last year’s earnings. He 
has a win and two seconds from four 
starts at the meet. 

“You walk up here and you have 
Concrete Rose, Morticia, Leinster and 
Totally Boss, you’re going to have a 
good meet and a good year,” Arnold 

said. “You take those out of your stable in one year 
and you’re going down the hill for a year. With 
mine, I don’t replenish at the sale like a lot of peo-
ple do, I’m not complaining, it’s just how it works. 
We replenish by breeding and that takes a little lon-
ger. We have a solid group this year.”

Previews –
 Continued from page 27

If you suspect or know of any wrongdoing within the racing  
community, send us an email or call toll-free. All emails and calls 

are treated confidentially and you may remain anonymous.

Help protect Help protect 
your sport’s integrityyour sport’s integrity

Tod Marks

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com • integrity@trpb.com

También disponsible en español

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

Sean Clancy
Navratilova and Lyndsay Buttice train at Oklahoma Tuesday morning.

Continued On Page 29 

https://www.trpb.com/docs/FAQ.pdf
https://radwanbrown.com/
https://eclipsetbpartners.com/
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Award-winning  
sourdough pizza and  

full menu of fun  
healthy meals.

Fun || Farm || Food
Local beer & wine

✥  ✥

Breakfast, lunch, and  
dinner seven days

✥ ✥  ✥

Healthy grab-and-go options  
always available

www.pizzadelivery.farm

Presented by:

64 Excelsior Avenue 
Saratoga Springs

Plenty of parking 

Tuesday Night’s  

“DEADLINE DINNER” 

The Lake Placid attracted a solid group of 
3-year-old fillies.

Chad Brown entered four. Fluffy Socks won the 
Grade 3 Jimmy Durante Stakes at Del Mar in No-
vember and came back this spring with a second in 
the Memories of Silver and a fifth in the Grade 3 
Wonder Again. 

Amy C won her American debut at Belmont 
Park in June, the daughter of Charming Thought 
broke her maiden in France for British-based train-

er Henry Spiller in March. Irish-bred Technical 
Analysis won two straight before finishing sixth in 
the Wonder Again. Irish-bred Minaun won an al-
lowance at Gulfstream Park in her stateside debut 
in April before chasing Runaway Rumour in the 
Wonder Again. 

Demodog rolls into her stakes debut for Rodol-
phe Brisset. The daughter of American Pharoah 
wired 11 rivals in her debut and came back to win 
an allowance race with a stalking trip. 

Runaway Rumour rides a 3-for-3 career record 
for Jorge Abreu. 

The New York-bred daughter of Flintshire won 
her first two starts in restricted company before 

taking the Wild Applause against open company at 
Belmont Park June 26. 

Graham Motion ships Impeachable Gal from his 
Fair Hill base. A debut winner here last summer, 
the British-bred has registered four seconds in six 
stakes starts since. 

Jouster should control the pace for Todd Pletch-
er. The three-time winner won the Grade 2 Appa-
lachian in front-running fashion at Keeneland in 
April. She faded to fourth in the Wonder Again.

Tobys Heart chased Navratilova in the Tepin 
and will try again for Brian Lynch. The daughter 
of Jack Milton won the Bolton Landing here last 
summer.  

Previews –
 Continued from page 28

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com

Pinhooking Partnerships • 2-year-olds  in training sales 
Yearling to 2-year-old prep

Somewhere about 1927 Harry Kirkover was hunting birds in 
this vicinity. The dogs worked one covey to perfection, and Kirk-
over, who knows more about dogs than dogs do, stopped them 
for the day so they would carry over the recollection of a good job 
to their next foray. Then he walked over the next hill and looked 
about him at what was then mostly a cornfield. 

A little later he dropped in on a friend, Ernest Woodward, and 
said: “If we can get it, I’ve found the location for the finest race 
course in the country.” 

Skipping over the slow acquisition of various small parcels of 
land and a devilish lot of planning and hard work, the result was 
Springdale…anything a horse can do, he can do at Springdale.”

– Joe H. Palmer, This Was Racing

Made in Camden, South Carolina’s Thoroughbred Country

https://kirkwoodstables.com/
https://www.pizzadelivery.farm/
https://www.vabred.org/
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Wednesday, July 21.

1ST (1:05PM). $75,000, JONATHAN KISER NOVICE STAKES, 4&UP, 2 1/16M (HURDLE)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............The Happy Giant ............. R. Geraghty ..................... A. Fulmer ...................... 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............City Dreamer (IRE) ......... J. Bargary ........................ J. Fisher ....................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............The Mean Queen (IRE) ... T. Garner .......................... K. Brion ........................ 6-5
4  ..... 4 ............Fast Car .......................... G. Watters ....................... J. Fisher ....................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Arch My Boy (GB) .......... B. Foley ............................ R. Valentine ................ 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............A Silent Player (IRE) ...... R. Condon ....................... K. Brion ........................ 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Bodes Well (IRE) ............ G. Galligan ....................... L. Young ..................... 10-1

2ND (1:38PM). $32,000, CLM $14,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Larceny .......................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Lee ......................... 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Macho Boy ..................... M. Franco ........................ A. Chichakly ................. 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Frosted Indian ................ E. Cancel .......................... L. Rice ........................ 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Democratic Values ......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 6-5
5  ..... 5 ............Mission Wrapitup ........... D. Davis ........................... B. Brown ...................... 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Copa ............................... D. Cohen .......................... R. Diodoro .................... 7-5

3RD (2:15PM). $60,000, MCL $75,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double, Quinella
1  ..... 2 ............Coalition Building ........... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 1-1
1a  .... 7 ............Federalist Papers ............ M. Franco ........................ C. Brown ...................... 1-1
2  ..... 1 ............Wow ............................... E. Cancel .......................... M. Hennig .................... 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Ignition Key .................... D. Davis ........................... T. Morley .................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Empress Theodora ......... L. Saez ............................. T. Albertrani ................ 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Peacebethejourney ......... J. Rosario ........................ R. Falcone, Jr. .............. 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Blue Times ..................... T. Gaffalione ..................... D. Gargan ................... 10-1
7  ..... 8 ............Superbloodwolfmoon ..... B. Hernandez ................... R. Metivier .................. 50-1
8  ..... MTO ......Blue Lily ......................... D. Davis ........................... W. Ward ....................... 9-2
9  ..... 10 ..........Evvie Jets ....................... J. Castellano .................... A. Dutrow ..................... 3-1

4TH (2:49PM). $100,000, STK - THE RICK VIOLETTE, 2 YO, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double, Quinella
1  ..... 1 ............Run Curtis Run .............. J. Ortiz ............................. M. Maker ...................... 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Barese ............................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Maker ...................... 2-1
3  ..... 3 ............Coinage .......................... J. Alvarado ...................... M. Casse ...................... 5-2
4  ..... 4 ............Surprise Boss ................ J. Lezcano ....................... J. Vazquez .................. 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Ready A. P. ..................... L. Saez ............................. C. Clement.................... 9-5

5TH (3:21PM). $50,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Elegant Laoban .............. D. Davis ........................... K. O’Brien ................... 30-1
2  ..... 2 ............Decreed .......................... E. Cancel .......................... R. Persaud ................. 30-1
3  ..... 3 ............Blind Sight ..................... J. Lezcano ....................... M. Dini ......................... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Live in Five ..................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Baker ........................ 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Gallina ............................ L. Saez ............................. H. Bond ........................ 4-1
6  ..... 6 ............Madame Rose ................ O. Hernandez Moreno ...... E. Jones ..................... 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Raffinity ......................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Atras ........................ 3-5
8  ..... 8 ............Handle the Truth ............. B. Hernandez ................... R. Metivier .................. 10-1

6TH (3:55PM). $80,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............G Money Liv ................... L. Saez ............................. R. Moquett ................... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Morning Matcha ............. J. Lezcano ....................... R. Reid, Jr. ................... 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Landslid ......................... J. Samuel ........................ R. Keithan .................. 30-1
4  ..... 4 ............Helens Spirit .................. B. Hernandez ................... A. Chichakly ............... 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Gabriela’s Miracle ........... M. Franco ........................ O. Noda ...................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Let’s Be Clear ................. T. Gaffalione ..................... B. Cox .......................... 7-2
7  ..... 7 ............Midsummer Nights ........ E. Cancel .......................... N. Lynch ..................... 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Solib ............................... J. Rosario ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Next Tuesday .................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. K. Breen ....................... 3-1
10..... 10 ..........Take the Backroads ........ J. Ortiz ............................. T. Amoss ...................... 9-2
11..... AE..........Lordhearmyprayer ......... D. Davis ........................... O. Barrera, III ............. 20-1
12..... AE..........Sweet Sugar Baby .......... J. Rosario ........................ J. Englehart ................ 12-1

13..... AE..........Mystic Eyes .................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 4-1
14..... AE..........Office Etiquette ............... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Stephens ................ 10-1

7TH (4:29PM). $52,000, CLM $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Hilliard ........................... D. Davis ........................... P. Gleaves ................... 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............Fair Haired Boy ............... T. Gaffalione ..................... S. Joseph, Jr. ............. 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Holy Emperor ................. E. Cancel .......................... J. Sharp ...................... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Justintimeforwine .......... J. Ortiz ............................. P. Reynolds ................ 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Amistad .......................... J. Lezcano ....................... C. Englehart ................ 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Front Man ...................... J. Rosario ........................ M. Kantarmaci ............ 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Absam ............................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. M. Maker ...................... 7-2
8  ..... 8 ............Operative ........................ J. Alvarado ...................... C. Summers ............... 30-1
9  ..... 9 ............Prefect ........................... L. Saez ............................. G. Arnold, II.................. 9-2
10..... 10 ..........Win d’Oro ....................... J. Castellano .................... M. Casse ...................... 6-1
11..... 11 ..........Devilish Mood ................ M. Franco ........................ R. Handal ................... 10-1
12..... 12 ..........Gimme Some Mo ........... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 4-1
13..... AE..........Bricco ............................. J. Velazquez ..................... H. Bond ...................... 15-1
14..... AE..........Silver Token ................... J. Ortiz ............................. H. DePaz .................... 15-1
15..... AE..........Ajhar .............................. B. Hernandez ................... P. Quick ...................... 30-1
16..... MTO ......Prime Time Player .......... T. Gaffalione ..................... R. Moquett ................... 8-1

8TH (5:05PM). $95,000, AOC $45,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 5 ............Discretionary Marq ........ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Atras ........................ 9-2
1a  .... MTO ......Bronx Bomber ................ . Rider TBA ...................... R. Rodriguez ................ 9-2
2  ..... 1 ............Robey’s Boy ................... B. Hernandez ................... D. Hill ......................... 30-1
3  ..... MTO ......Power Up Paynter .......... J. Lezcano ....................... L. Rice .......................... 8-1
4  ..... 3 ............Alphalfa .......................... J. Lezcano ....................... D. Werre ..................... 15-1
5  ..... 4 ............Swashbuckle .................. E. Cancel .......................... C. Clement.................... 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Shiraz ............................. L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Analyzethisandthat ......... D. Davis ........................... R. Cash ...................... 10-1
8  ..... MTO ......Steam Engine ................. . Rider TBA ...................... N. Lynch ....................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Gandy Dancing ............... M. Franco ........................ C. Brown ...................... 8-1
10..... 10 ..........Three Outlaws ................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Atras ........................ 4-1
11..... MTO ......Moonachie ..................... . Rider TBA ...................... J. Englehart .................. 6-1
12..... 12 ..........Fast Getaway .................. J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 5-2

9TH (5:39PM). $110,000, AOC $100,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............West Will Power ............. J. Rosario ........................ K. Breen ....................... 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Forza Di Oro ................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 9-5
3  ..... 3 ............Highest Honors .............. J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 5-2
4  ..... 4 ............Core Beliefs .................... L. Saez ............................. B. Lynch ..................... 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Empty Tomb ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Maker ...................... 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Trident Hit ...................... J. Castellano .................... R. Moquett ................. 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............American Dubai .............. D. Cohen .......................... R. Diodoro .................. 10-1

10TH (6:13PM). $50,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 4 ............Mommie’s Jewel ............ J. Ortiz ............................. J. Ryerson .................... 5-1
1a  .... 9 ............Vancouver’s Pride .......... T. Gaffalione ..................... D. Donk ........................ 5-1
2  ..... 1 ............Perfect Banker ............... J. Rosario ........................ T. Albertrani ................ 15-1
3  ..... 2 ............Damilano ........................ L. Saez ............................. H. Bond ...................... 12-1
4  ..... 3 ............Fast Gordon ................... J. Lezcano ....................... L. Rice .......................... 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............Babagram ....................... M. Franco ........................ T. Morley ...................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............On Our Way Boyz ........... J. Castellano .................... J. Kirby ....................... 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Sandor Clegane .............. D. Davis ........................... R. Handal ................... 10-1
8  ..... 8 ............Ticket to Antigua ............ B. Hernandez ................... P. Reynolds ................ 50-1
9  ..... 10 ..........Distractandattack ........... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Summers ................. 6-1
10..... 11 ..........Tempesta........................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Lawrence, II .............. 6-1
11..... 12 ..........Boom Boom Kaboom ..... E. Cancel .......................... G. Weaver................... 10-1
12..... MTO ......Napoleon Complex ......... O. Hernandez Moreno ...... R. Metivier .................. 30-1
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Quality. Value. Integrity.
A full-service bloodstock agency 

that stands on these words, 
and our results speak to it.

BY MARY EDDY
When you’re a Thoroughbred, 

there are a handful of jobs in racing 
that come your way.

There are, of course, racehorses. 
There’s breeding stock, creating new 
racehorses each year to carry on the 
legacy and keep the starting gates 
full. And there are the track ponies, 
teaching and offering companionship 
with calm demeanor and strong work 
ethic. When you’re Zivo, you’ve done 
all three. 

At trainer Cherie DeVaux’s barn at 
the Saratoga backstretch, Zivo is hard 
to miss. If his nametag and nickname 
of “Wonder Pony” written on his stall 
door don’t give him away, his large 
frame and kind eyes might. Now 
12 years old, Zivo has had a special 
career, working three jobs over the 
course of a decade. 

Today it comes full circle as he 
leads the post parade for the fourth 
race, the Rick Violette Stakes for New 
York-bred 2-year-olds. 

With a story that proves racehorses 
can be useful and valuable assets af-
ter careers on-track, he was a natural 
choice to participate in today’s New 
York Thoroughbred Aftercare Day at 
Saratoga, which showcases the many 
ways Thoroughbreds spend their days 
in retirement. NYRA reached out to 
DeVaux to offer Zivo the honor and 

you can catch a glimpse today along 
with appearances by other retired 
Thoroughbreds. Zivo’s story gained 
traction online when DeVaux start-
ed the hashtag #SelfieWithZivo. As a 
fundraiser for Old Friends Thorough-
bred Retirement, the trainer pledges 
to donate $10 for each selfie with him 
posted to social media using the tag. 

As a racehorse for trainer Chad 
Brown, the New York-bred son of 
True Direction won four stakes with 
his biggest win coming in the Grade 
2 Suburban Handicap in 2014. Then 
an assistant for Brown, DeVaux re-
members what Zivo’s early years on 
the racetrack were like and how he 
worked his way to becoming a graded 
stakes winner. 

“He came to the barn my second 
year working with Chad,” she said. 
“He was this big and immature colt 
with plenty of personality. He had 
quite a bit of talent and showed 
promise as a 3-year-old. From start to 
finish, I got to see him progress into a 
very nice horse. It was so exciting to 
see him win the Suburban,” she said. 

Zivo won five straight leading up 
to his Suburban victory, including 
the Commentator Handicap and the 
King’s Point Stakes. After four more 
starts and a second in the Grade 1 
Jockey Club Gold Cup, Zivo retired 
to stud at Irish Hill Century Farm in 

Stillwater with nine wins and more 
than $1 million in earnings. 

At stud for four seasons, he was 
pensioned from his duties last year af-
ter failing to attract the breeders that 
the farm had hoped for. 

“I visited him a few times at the 
farm and he has always been one of 
my favorites. I had heard they were 

pensioning him and reached out to 
(owner and breeder) Tom Coleman. I 
told him that I would like to have him 
for my own,” said DeVaux. 

Once he was gelded and returned 
to DeVaux, there were no solid plans 
for Zivo’s future.

Mary Eddy
Zivo leads the post parade for today’s Rick Violette Stakes.

Fan Favorite
Retired graded stakes winner 
Zivo gets another big moment

Continued On Page 33 
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“I didn’t commit him to being a 
racetrack pony when I got him, be-
cause I just wanted him in my fami-
ly,” DeVaux said. “It’s taken him a bit 
to settle in, but he goes out now and 
keeps (the racehorses) company.”

The uncertainty stemmed from 
Zivo’s history as a stallion. Once a 
horse has been bred, their behavior 
can change, sometimes displaying ag-
gression toward people and horses. 
But he remained true to his good na-
ture, gentle and easy-going. That led 
to the decision to train him to be a 
stable pony. 

“When they’ve bred mares, you 
never know how they will change 
mentally,” DeVeux said. “He’s not 
stallion-y at all. He pays the fillies 
no mind, but they all love him. They 
come to the front when he walks 
down the shedrow and nicker at him, 
but he’s disinterested. He’s always 
had a great disposition.”

His temperament a non-issue, Zivo 
faced some of the expected challenges 
of an ex-racer returning to the race-
track for a new career. 

“It took some time getting him 
used to being here to work as a pony 
and not as a racehorse. There’s not 
many that immediately settle down. 
He never misbehaved as a racehorse; 
he was never a handful. But some-
times when they’re galloping a certain 
way, he’ll want to go with them.” 

Particularly large and fit-looking, 
Zivo always enjoyed being useful. No 
matter the second career, he would be 
happiest under a saddle. 

“He enjoys having a purpose,” 
DeVaux said. “He gets out, he gets 
treats and attention. You have to be 

patient with (ex-racers). They can do 
anything, it just has to be the right 
fit. Mentally, he’s agreeable to every-
thing. It’s not that he doesn’t want to 
do things, it’s that he does it with such 
enthusiasm.”

Zivo’s drive and desire to work are 
not unusual traits for a Thorough-
bred. A breed designed to work and 
perform, the Thoroughbred excels in 
many areas of equine sport. The work 
ethic is a key reason second careers 
are needed and important for many 
former racers, their energy and enthu-
siasm often carrying them through de-
cades of work beyond the racetrack. 

Zivo –
 Continued from page 32
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The  aratoga

Saratoga’s Racing Newspaper since 2001

Founded in 2001, The Saratoga Special has covered plenty of great 
horses and people and we’ll bring you some highlights during our 
21st season. 

On the day Saratoga Race Course hosts the Rick Violette Memo-
rial Stakes, it’s only fitting that we look back at one of the trainer’s 
biggest moments – the 2018 Whitney win by Diversify. Violette, a 
trainer, horsemen’s leader and tireless industry advocate, died of 
cancer in October 2018 (about two months after Diversify’s win). 
Longtime president of the New York Thoroughbred Horsemen’s 
Association, Violette was a founding member of the board of the 
Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance, co-created the Take The Lead 
Thoroughbred Retirement Program and co-founded the Take2 
Second Career Thoroughbred Program. He’s missed every day at The Special.

 
August 5, 2018. Sealing the Deal. Diversify rolls home in Grade 1 for Vio-

lette. By Sean Clancy.

Rick Violette slammed his right fist down on the ledge of his front-row box 
and yelled one word – one sharp, definitive, door-slamming, declaration of a 
word.

“Yes,” the trainer said. 
Seconds later, Diversify galloped past Violette, home free in the Grade 1 

Whitney. In front from the start, Diversify stayed the course through the lane. 
The hard work done, Diversify scored by 3 1/2 lengths over Mind Your Bis-
cuits and Discreet Lover in the $1.2 million stakes. Owned by Ralph Evans and 
his daughter Lauren, Diversify won his 10th race and second Grade 1 stakes. 

An hour earlier, Violette and the rest of the Whitney participants waited out 
a thunderstorm that delayed the start of the Whitney for 44 minutes. While 
the eight Whitney runners, tacked up and ready to roll, walked in circles like 
soldiers on watch, Violette, standing just inside the saddling stalls tent leaned 
toward jockey Irad Ortiz and offered his take. “They sealed the racetrack, I 
think that will help us,” Violette said. “The outside was better, this might level 
the playing field. The rain, sealing it, it might help.”

Ortiz nodded his head, knowing he was gunning Diversify to the lead and 
hoping that the sealed, sloppy track did indeed help. 

Diversify helped the cause, rocketing from stall 6 as the gates sprung.
“Broke great,” Violette said, as Ortiz slapped Diversify on his right shoulder 

twice and looked inside to see how fast he could clear. Real fast. 

By the first turn, Diversify was in his wheelhouse, on the rail and in 
front as Tapwrit, Backyard Heaven and Dalmore tried to keep up. Mind Your 
Biscuits, making his first start at 9 furlongs, settled in fifth. Discreet Lover and 
McCraken filed in sixth and seventh while Good Samaritan lagged in last. Di-
versify ripped through the first quarter-mile in :23.22. 

“That’s all right,” Violette said.
With Ortiz allowing for natural speed rather than stifling it, Diversify 

opened up 2 lengths after a half in :46.50. John Velazquez moved Tapwrit 
through on the rail into second as Dalmore began to backpedal. Backyard 
Heaven and Mind Your Biscuits stayed within striking distance as Discreet 
Lover began to slowly make up ground from way back. 

“Run them off their feet,” Ralph Evans screamed, as Ortiz tried to do ex-
actly that, stealing a length on the chasers, gunning Diversify into the turn. 
After three-quarters of a mile in 1:10.70, Diversify widened his lead to nearly 
4 lengths as Mind Your Biscuits, the best come-from-behind sprinter in the 
game, moved past Tapwrit into second. Discreet Lover, a 38-1 Parx shipper, 
moved into fourth but had a mountain to climb. The rest were waiting for 
another day. 

Diversify, tongue wagging out of the left side of his mouth, pounced to 
his right lead turning for home and kept galloping as Ortiz hit him 10 times 

Continued On Page 35 



35Wednesday, July 21, 2021 The saraToga special

right-handed, stealing two looks under his right 
arm before waltzing across the wire.

Violette watched Diversify streak under the wire, 
added another, less forceful, “Yes,” before kissing 
Ralph, Lauren and Judith Evans. 

“At the half-mile pole, he set sail,” Violette said, 
walking toward the winner’s circle. “He’s some 
horse, to do that, he’s some horse.”

Winner of the Grade 1 Jockey Club Gold Cup 
last year, Diversify tacked on his third consecutive 
stakes win this season. The 5-year-old gelding, bred 
in New York by Fred Hertrich III and John Field-
ing, pushed his career earnings to $1,959,425. 

Ten days before the Whitney, Violette said he 
wasn’t going to the Whitney, factoring in his domi-
nant win in the Grade 2 Suburban at Belmont Park 
July 4. Well, the veteran trainer said it, but left the 
door squarely open.

“I’m probably not going to the do the Whitney, 
I nominated, just as a hedge because it’s falling 
apart,” Violette said. “The two California horses 
aren’t coming, it’s not nearly as tough as the Subur-
ban. Mind Your Biscuits is going to run but you’re 
not supposed to shy away from him going a mile 
and an eighth. A million two, ‘Win and You’re 
In,’ we’ll see. I’ll breeze him this weekend, if he’s 
like crazy, maybe I’ll do it. The right thing to do is 

wait for the Woodward, I know it, but…”
Four days later, Diversify zoomed 5 furlongs in 

:59.06 over the main track as Violette, on his walk-
ie-talkie to his exercise rider, tried to temper it. 

“This breeze was scary, he went :46 and change 
and I said, ‘Whoa, whoa, whoa.’ He had gone off 
in almost :24 and he chirped to him and he went, 
zzzrrmmm, he was throttled down in :59 flat,” Vi-
olette said. “And was good since, ate up, looked 
great, energy was up. Every day, he said, ‘Come on 
chicken ----, run. I’m ready, are you?’ You’re sup-
posed to listen to your horse, sometimes, we don’t 
so well. Today, we did.”

Sometimes, it’s a simple game. Violette listened 
to his horse and Evans listened to Violette, like al-
ways. Violette convinced Evans to buy Diversify for 

$210,000 Keeneland November in 2016. The geld-
ed son of Bellamy Road had won twice for Win-
Star Farm and Violette before the sale. Ralph Evans 
asked Lauren, a lifelong racing fan, if she wanted to 
partner on her first horse. She jumped at it. 

“When she had sufficient bucks, I said, ‘You’re 
in when I buy my next horse.’ It’s her colors, not 
mine, I haven’t won a Grade 1 in my colors yet,” 
Ralph Evans said. “It’s unbelievable, in 1979, she 
was confirmed, she didn’t want a party, she wanted 
to go to the Derby, so I took her Spectacular Bid’s 
Derby. And now here we are.”

Lauren Evans laughed about how her infatuation 
with racing led to winning the Whitney at Saratoga. 

“It’s awesome, the whole family, it’s wonderful, 
wonderful. I wasn’t at the Jockey Club Gold Cup, 
so this is awesome. He proposed it when Diversify 
was going up for sale, I hadn’t thought about it, I 
wasn’t living close to home, but I was like, ‘Yes. 
Yes. Yes.’ I was excited,” Lauren Evans said. “To 
have a horse that you can focus on the racing, he’s 
a gelding, for me, it’s about the sport, about the 
racing.”

At the end of the day, Ralph Evans headed for 
his plane and Violette headed to his barn. 

“Good for you, it took (nerve) to run, in 
four weeks, because you would have been sec-
ond-guessed, not by me,” Ralph Evans said. 

“Well, you’re the only one that counts,” Violette 
said. 

Then, they kissed each other’s cheeks and said 
good night.

Best of –
 Continued from page 34
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Jack Fisher
Saluter. Owned by Ann and Henry Stern, the 

Virginia-bred son of Salutely put Fisher on the map, 
winning 22 races and more than $400,000 from 
1993 to 2000. Purchased cheaply from flat trainer 
Dickie Small after two aborted missions over hur-
dles, Saluter made his timber debut for Fisher in 
September 1983. Breaking a barrier of 4-year-olds 
not running over timber, Saluter changed the game 
going 3-for-3 that fall. The next spring, the stami-
na-laden galloper won the first of six consecutive 
Virginia Gold Cups – a 4-mile, 22-fence test. He 
was crowned timber champion four times and re-
tired as the all-time leader in timber earnings. 

“You need one to carry you all the way and 
that’s Saluter. I didn’t think he was that good. I 
took him to Avon with Ky. Mint Julep, who was a 
good maiden. In the open, there were two timber 
champions and two locals so I said I can beat the 
locals. I ran him myself, I saddled him and ran him, 
I was walking him around the paddock in my boots 
and silks and Jay Meister took him from me, he 
said, ‘You look ridiculous.’ I probably did. There 
was a broken panel at the last and the two cham-
pions squeezed over it and bounced off each other 
and I went between them. He won three races that 
fall and I still didn’t think he was that good. 

“I sold half of him and South Of Java to Henry 
Stern because he bought two expensive horses from 
New Zealand who were useless. I sold him those 
two to keep him interested basically. South Of Java 
was 3-year-old champion and Saluter was what he 
was. He had to win the Virginia Gold Cup for me 
to realize how good he was. 

“He wasn’t fast but he could go all day long. He 
wasn’t that good a jumper, you never had a fence 
that you thought that was great, they were just very 
efficient. I just looked at my job riding him was to 
not screw it up, just don’t screw it up. Put him in a 
spot where he can win and don’t screw it up. As a 
trainer, too, your job is not to screw them up. 

“Saluter in his younger days, he was run-off 
speed, by the end, it was like, ‘Come on, please…’ 
At home working him, he would drag my arms out 
across the bottom and he would pull himself up to 
a jog coming up the hill, like, ‘You do whatever you 
want, I don’t care.’ 

“After we retired him, we foxhunted him for 
a while, but then he didn’t want to be caught in 
the field, it was like, ‘That’s fine, you don’t have to 
be caught.’ I would turn younger horses out there 
and Saluter and Good Night Shirt would set them 
straight, those old class horses show their class ev-
erywhere. He made the trainer, the trainer didn’t 
make him.” 

Todd Pletcher
Majestic Number. Thirteen days removed from 

sending out his first starter, a 28-year-old Pletcher 
found his way to the winner’s circle for the first time 
on his own on a cloudy day in late January 1996 at 

Gulfstream Park. Majestic Number, a 
then 3-year-old Maryland-bred daugh-
ter of Polish Numbers, delivered the 
win and now 5,146 wins (and count-
ing) Pletcher heads to the Hall of Fame.  

“She was my first win, for Victor 
and Ramona DeVivo. The filly had 
had one start with a previous trainer 
and they were nice enough to send her 
to me. She trained pretty well, but be-
cause she had a bad race on her form 
(a sixth behind Escena in a 6-furlong 
maiden the previous October) we ran 
her for maiden 75 at Gulfstream. She 
won that and then came back and won 
an a-other than after that. After that 
she finished second in a stakes at Hiale-
ah (Opa Locka) and then (sixth) in the 
Beaumont at Keeneland (both times 
finishing behind Golden Gale). She 
ended up being a pretty nice horse.”

Mark Casse
Exciting Story. Harry Mangurian 

Jr.’s homebred son of Diablo just missed becoming 
Casse’s first Grade 1 winner – by a week – when 
he won the 2001 Metropolitan Handicap at nearly 
57-1. The longest price on the board coming off a 
second in a listed stakes and a win in the Grade 3 
Vigil Handicap, both at Woodbine, Exciting Story 
was a multiple stakes winner at 2 and 3and finished 
third in the Grade 1 Hopeful at Saratoga in 1999. 
He carried Mangurian’s Mockingbird Farm colors 
through the rest of 2001 and into 2002, when his 
owner earned the Eclipse Award of Merit. Casse 
served as general manager and director of oper-
ations for Mockingbird, training, handling sales 
consignments among other roles. 

“We won the Met Mile with him and he paid 
like 100 something dollars ($115.50). We shipped 
him down from Woodbine. He had been in a sale 
as a 2-year-old. Normally we would sell everything 
that Mr. Mangurian bred. He worked extremely 
well at OBS and when I got back to the barn he had 
pulled his hamstring, he could hardly walk. So we 
had to scratch him, got him better and he ended up 
being a pretty good horse. 

“If I rated 10 people in this world that I had 
crossed paths with that helped me be where I am 
today, Harry Mangurian would be one. Mocking-
bird Farm and Harry Mangurian.”

Douglas Lees
Saluter and Jack Fisher storm to victory in the 1994 Virginia Gold Cup, in front 
of a sold-out crowd.

The Hall of Fame. The highest honor in racing – in 
anything really – beckons only a select few and the 
class of 2021 (and 2020 since racing missed the cer-
emony because of the coronavirus pandemic) is one 
of the most special in history as seven-time Eclipse 
Award winner Todd Pletcher goes in during his first 
year of eligibility and 13-time leading steeplechase 
trainer Jack Fisher joins him. Technically inducted last 
year, trainer Mark Casse gets his due in 2021 after 
joining Canada’s Hall in 2016.

We get each to discuss a special horse in each 
edition. These aren’t top 20 lists, just examples of 
the kinds of horses it takes to get trainers to the Hall 
of Fame. We asked a simple question: Who got you 
here? And they answered.

Induction ceremony 10:30 a.m. Aug. 6 at Fasig-Tipton
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The BigBig Picture
 with Tod Marks

Quality Look. Champion and Belmont Stakes winner  
Essential Quality catches the eye on the backside last week.  

In a prep for the July 31 Jim Dandy, he breezed 
 5 furlongs in 1:01.81 on the main track July 17. 
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Vinnie Viola flipped his straw hat onto his head. 
“I’ll put my hat on in memory of my dad,” Viola 

said.
And, oh what a memory.
Moments after winning the Sanford Stakes with 

Wit at Saratoga Saturday, Viola walked out of the 
grandstand, past the 1863 Club and thought back 
to the man who started it all. 

John Viola. 
Italian immigrant. Truck driver. Teamsters Union 

organizer. World War II veteran. Racetracker.
“My dad used to always say there are no two 

races the same. That’s why we keep coming back,” 
Viola said. “My dad turned me on to the whole 
thing, he handicapped every day, he came to the 
track as much as he could.”

He took his son as much as he could. 
The first time was at Aqueduct. Kelso ran that 

day. Memories are tricky, could have been a $4,500 
allowance race with jockey Walter Blum in July 
1960. Son would have been 4, so maybe not. Or 
maybe so, it was a different world back then. Per-
haps, later, for one of Kelso’s four Jockey Club 
Gold Cups (he won five, one was at Belmont Park). 
Maybe the Woodward, Suburban, Brooklyn, Met 
Mile, Discovery or the Jerome, yeah, he won those 
at Aqueduct, too. Or perhaps, the Stymie, the five-
time champion’s last win, in September 1965. Kelso 
made 27 starts over six seasons at Aqueduct. One 
of those times, or probably several of those times, 
Vinnie Viola was there, with his dad to see the great 
Kelso. Remember, there are no two races the same.  

“My first day, I don’t know how I got in, but I 
watched Kelso win a stakes race, that was on the 
card, I remember that like it was yesterday,” Viola 
said. “He taught me a lot about the sport, about 
movement of odds, calculation of odds. Just a great 
guy. A great father.” 

John Viola fought in “just about every” cam-
paign in World War II, came home to New York, 

drove a truck, became a union guy, started a family, 
went to the track. Belmont Park and Aqueduct. Al-
ways Belmont Park and Aqueduct. 

“In those days, you couldn’t find a seat, even in 
the grandstand,” Viola said. “They had an honor 
system, the guys would fold their newspapers and 
weave them in the chairs, it was honored, that was 
their seat. The order to do that, almost an elegance, 
a natural solution to a difficult problem. Blue-collar 
guys, hard-working guys, it was special. The sport 
is special.”

If you look along the back wall of the grandstand 
or on the benches out front at Saratoga, you’ll still 
see that honor system, sometimes, with The Special.

Vinnie Viola graduated from West Point in 1977, 
New York Law School in 1983 and went hell-bent 
into business. He watched his dad’s health wane in 
the late 1990s. That’s when son thought he could 
complete the circle from watching Kelso at Aque-
duct to joining his dad in the winner’s circle. Of 
course, Belmont Park and Aqueduct. Vinnie Viola 
got in the game.

“I never thought about owning a horse until my 
dad eventually got very sick, after a few major heart 
attacks,” Viola said. “In the last three years of his 
life, I did what I could do and claimed a couple of 
horses, bought a couple of horses, he designed his 
own colors, that was the highlight of his life in the 
last year and a half or two.”

John Viola died in 1999. 
Twelve years later, Vinnie Viola got back into 

the game after a phone call from fellow West Point 
graduate Terry Finley.

“Why aren’t you back in this sport, you love it?” 
Finley asked.

“I really actually think it took that long for me 
to say, ‘All right, I could do this without my dad,’ ” 
Viola said. 

Viola and his wife, Teresa, whose grandfather 
took her to the races, invested in Finley’s West Point 
Thoroughbreds and have grown from there, own-
ing all or part of Kentucky Derby winner Always 
Dreaming, Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile winner Liam’s 
Map, Florida Derby winner Known Agenda, and, 
of course, Sanford winner Wit.  

“We really do try to own horses with a lot of 
different people, for the social experience,” Viola 
said. “It’s a great sport and it’s quietly getting bigger 
than it’s ever been, quietly. They’ve done some good 
work, making it more transparent. We feel really 
blessed to be part of this sport.”

As for Dad, if he was here for the Sanford…
“My dad was a cool customer, they didn’t have 

replays back then but if he was alive today he would 
watch that race many, many times, really trying to 
understand the horses,” Viola said. “He would be 
over the moon, we would be going out right now 
to some Italian restaurant somewhere on Hillside 
Avenue in Queens. That’s what we would do.” 

Father and son. The Sanford. And a corner booth 
at Salerno’s. 

For Dad cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

Tod Marks
Acacia Courtney (right) interviews Teresa and Vinnie Viola.

http://pinoakstud.com/
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The Keeneland September Yearling Sale consistently 
delivers results at the highest levels of racing 
internationally. We invite you to travel to Keeneland 
this September in search of your next racing 
success story.

There are moments that 
make history. And then there are 
moments that shape the future.

The World’s Yearling Sale

WIT
2021 SANFORD S. (G3)

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

M O N .  13   -   F R I .  2 4 Learn More at TheWorldsYearlingSale.com

https://september.keeneland.com/stories/top-spa


https://salleehorsevans.com/



