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Once again, racing returns to The Spa
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here&there... at Saratoga
NAMES OF THE DAY
Teletype: Stone Farm’s 2-year-old homebred filly is by Data Link out of Pinkie Pact. She makes 
her career debut in today’s fifth race.

Going Out: Augustin Stable’s homebred 3-year-old filly, who runs in today’s Lake George Stakes, 
is out of Forever Together.

BY THE NUMBERS
4: Barns trainer Jorge Abreu has horses in at Saratoga, ranging from a Payson barn in the 
Oklahoma Annex area to a barn at the harness track.

14: Southbound horse vans/trailers (gooseneck or larger) on the Thruway from roughly 2-4 
p.m. Monday.

166: Touch screens in NYRA’s new The Stretch hospitality area at the far end of the Saratoga 
Race Course grandstand.

634,276,776: Dollars in all-sources handle for the recently concluded Belmont Park 
spring-summer meeting, a 9.1 increase over last year.

WORTH REPEATING
“It’s hard to hide much.”

Trainer Todd Pletcher, when asked about   
any longshots to include in the Fasig-Tipton Stable Tour

 
“Oh my god, look at this.”

Almost every visitor to The Saratoga Special’s renovated office Connie Bush
Table Hopping. The backyard picnic tables –and lush (for now) grass – are ready.

Darley

The last time there was a two-year-old 
colt who won three G1s on dirt was 1987.

859-255-8537 
www.darleyamerica.com

(AND YOU SHOULD SEE HIS PROGENY!)

A GREAT MANY YEARS...
Nyquist: the most accomplished juvenile in decades.

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/nyquist?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Nyquist&utm_campaign=Stallions
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WORTH REPEATING
“I have to go to the Price Chopper parking lot to make phone calls.”

The Special’s Shayna Tiller detailing her past few months living  
outside Saratoga (where mobile reception can be spottier than an Appaloosa)

“You got time for a coffee, I’ll put it that way.”
Trainer George Weaver when The Special’s Ben Gowans showed up  

just before 5:30 Thursday morning to watch Lake George entrant Daddy Is A Legend train

“I’ve never gotten one of these before.”
Brittlan Wall when Saratoga Special hats were delivered 
 to trainer Christophe Clement’s office Thursday morning

“You’re starting to talk like Tom Law.”
Former Saratoga Special intern Annise Montplaisir 

 to current intern Ben Gowans during a recent meal in Lexington

“I don’t think I got one mention in there last summer.”
Montplaisir, when Ben Gowans replied with, “That’s Worth Repeating”

“No, not really. I know I came home and made dinner that night.”
Trainer Tim Keefe, on if there was a party after his 500th winner July 8

“Every morning I drive by King T. Leatherbury’s barn and I look up at that barn and I think man, 
‘How’d he ever get to 6,500 wins?”

Keefe, on the Hall of Famer (a win from that milestone)

“Just go to the bars, you’ll find something.”
Owner Mark Grier when told there wasn’t a lot of material for this section early at the meet

here&there... at Saratoga
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“OK, you’ve had about 315 days to think about it. You 

good, or have you put it in the I’ll get to it file?” 
– Allan Lavin, about the first  

Cup of Coffee of 2018 (see page 26)

An affiliate of

NICOMA®

®

Contact Price Bell at 859.321.5117 or visit www.nicoma.com

Mare purchase and Mating that produced
Horse of the Year and Woodward G1 winner,

HAVRE DE GRACE

Lee Thomas © Portfolio ManagementPortfolio ManagementPortfolio Management

I’m in the “Raise You” Broodmare 
Partnership at Country Life Farm 
in the Maryland-bred program. My 
father is Will Take Charge. My mom 
is Curio, by Bernardini. My 2-year-     
old sister Midnitesalright just ran 
third in the $100,000 Lynbrook 
Stakes on July 15. Look for me in 
weanling sales this fall.

Country Life Foal Patrol

CountryLifeFarm.com 410. 879.1952.

How ’bout this walk?

https://www.brookledge.com/
http://www.countrylifefarm.com/
http://www.nicoma.com/
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The NY-sired NY-bred (by Freud) garnered
millionaire status winning the New York S-G2

at Belmont Park on June 8.

The NY-sired NY-bred (by Disco Rico)
world-record setter earned millionaire status

while becoming a two-time winner of the
Jaipur Invt’l S-G2 at Belmont Park on June 9.

nytbreeders.org  518.587.0777

Visit our website or call 518.388.0174
ADAM COGLIANESE PHOTOS

With performance like this, shouldn’t you be buying and racing registered NY-BREDS?
Saratoga Selected Yearlings — Aug. 6-7  •  Saratoga NY-Bred Preferred Yearlings — Aug. 11-12

http://www.nybreds.com/
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WORTH REPEATING
“Everybody’s good. They’re old.”

The Special’s Joe Clancy, when asked how his kids (25, 22 and 17) are doing

“I went to a swimming hole yesterday.”
Tom Law, this week

“Was Huck with you?”
Joe Clancy’s response to Law’s old-school summer activity

“When I think I’m having a bad day, I go for a walk and if I see a dead animal on the side of the 
road I say, ‘I’m not having such a bad day.’ ”

The Special’s handicapper – and would-be philosopher – John Shapazian

“So you can give me all the winners, right?”
County Waste’s Jim Beard, when The Special signed up for a trash/recycling account

“No.”
The Special, answering Beard’s question

“If we made money talking about running and beer we’d be millionaires.”
Tom Law, trying to get a pre-season meeting back on track

“Jimmy with the net, Lane Three.”
Turf writer Vinnie Perrone, paraphrasing  

the announcement if he ever tried to swim competitively

“When I get a sidecar.”
The Special’s Todd Koch, responding to ‘When can we ride your motorcycle?’ from the staff

“Saratoga Gangster.”
Golf-cart label for trainer Eric Guillot

POETRY CORNER
From longtime reader Pete Finley

Clancy Brothers
Today is the opening of the Saratoga Meet

Surely, the Clancy brothers are already in their seat
But what they will pen can’t help but be golden

And it’s not far-fetched, even the horses are beholden
So pick up a Saratoga Special, often and without delay

To see how the Clancy brothers nail it each day.

here&there... at Saratoga
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Matthew J. Nielsen
Ed Kasperavich, CFA
Deborah Stackpole 

Managing Directors 
Sports & Entertainment Group

mnielsen@stonecrestpartners.com

Your investment  
future starts  

 here… Securities offered through Stonecrest Capital Markets, member  
FINRA/SIPC Advisory services offered through Stonecrest Advisors, Inc.

ALBERTUS MAXIMUS by Albert the Great

Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager 
859-224-4585 
www.shadwellfarm.com

MOHAYMEN by Tapit

TAMARKUZ by Speightstown 

https://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
http://www.stonecrestpartners.com/
http://shadwellfarm.com/


7Friday, July 20, 2018 The SaraToga Special

The New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association

www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337   
 visit us on Facebook

“In New York, there wasn’t any winter racing, the last day would be November 20 and opening day would 
be April 1st. We stayed at Jamaica one year, Belmont another year, they never put any chemicals on those 
tracks, they used to put the manure from all the stalls on the track, it’s amazing how different they took care 
of tracks in those days. I had a good idea one year I wintered up there, at Jamaica, I 
said I don’t want anybody to come to work until 9:30, the same guys were late by the 
way, we did that until it got where it was pretty nice. We got out a lot more than 
anybody else, because the sun would come out and the track would thaw out, the 
other guys would come out at 6 and it would be frozen, then 
they’d give up. We won the feature and the co-feature on 
opening day, it was the highlight of my life, just about, 
everybody was in a state of shock, all those glossy 
horses came up from the south.”

– Trainer Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

The Chief . . . Day 1
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(859) 224-2756
www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Building two-year-olds one individual at a time
(859) 312-3414  |  kirkwoodstables.com

Proud to support Thoroughbred aftercare of the day

Dog Whisperer.

Co
nn

ie
 B

us
h

ALLAN G. LAVIN, JR.
allanlavinbloodstock.com 
alavinbloodstock@gmail.com
(502) 773-0043

 Allan
Lavin
 Bloodstock

Rare chance to own part 
of a yearling Uncle Mo filly.

Uncle Mo-Very Funny, Distorted Humor.
New York-bred half-sister  

to New York-bred champion Invading Humor. 

Can be viewed at Irish Hill Century Farm 
in Stillwater, N.Y.

www.bloodlinesracing.com

Bloodlines Racing
Partnerships

http://allanlavinbloodstock.com/
http://www.bloodlinesracing.com/
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The Fasig-Tipton Stable Tour en-
ters its fourth year in 2018 and Todd 
Pletcher, the leadoff batter for the daily 
series in 2015 and 2016, returns to that 
spot after taking down his 13th train-
ing crown at the 2017 Saratoga Race 
Course meeting. 

Pletcher enters this year’s meet with 
another star-studded shedrow on the 
Oklahoma Training Track and well-
stocked satellite barns at the harness 
track and beyond. He won 40 races 
at the 2017 meet, tying the record set 
by Chad Brown in 2016 and looks to 
get rolling over Opening Weekend with 
two runners Friday, five Saturday and 
four Sunday.

“I say the same thing every year, but it seems 
maybe more so this year than usual, that our suc-
cess is going to largely depend on how our 2-year-
olds run,” Pletcher said. “So far we’ve gotten off 
to a decent start to the year, I think we’ve had 15, 
16 2-year-old wins but we’re going to have a lot 
of first-time starters up here. This is a hard place 
to win period, much less with 2-year-old first-time 
starters. In order for us to have a good meet we’re 
going to need our 2-year-olds to perform well.” 

The Special’s Tom Law and Ben Gowans stopped 
in two days before the meet for the annual tour to 
talk about the stable’s blend of talented and preco-
cious juveniles and established stakes competitors. 

Nonna Madeline: The 7-2 second choice on the early line 
for today’s Grade 3 Schuylerville. The daughter of Candy Ride 
won her debut June 23 at Monmouth Park. “She was training 
at Belmont and there wasn’t a 2-year-old race coming up at the 
time for her, so we took her to Monmouth with the hope that 
she’d run well and hopefully set herself up for this. She drew 
the 1 hole, broke, got a little experience and I felt like she re-
sponded well to it, finished up nicely and won with what looked 
like something left in the tank. Hopefully that proves to be the 
case. She acts like she’s got some quality.”

Blahnik: Two-year-old daughter of Bernardini cost $575,000 
this year and makes her debut in today’s fifth race going 5 1/2 
furlongs. “She has trained very well, good at the 2-year-old 
sale and hasn’t disappointed us thus far. She’s a filly that acts 
like she has some speed and hopefully she breaks cleanly. It 
looks like a competitive race on paper, which you’d expect at 

Saratoga. Mike Repole and Eclipse (Thoroughbred Partners) 
partnered on her.”

Coast: Also co-owned by Repole and Eclipse, 2-year-old son 
of Malibu Moon cost $500,000 and landed on the also-eligible 
list for Saturday’s sixth, a 5 1/2-furlong maiden. “He’s a well 
balanced, athletic sort that trained well at the sale. He’s also 
been straightforward here and trained well.”

Sombeyay: On the rail for Saturday’s Grade 3 Sanford, son 
of Into Mischief finished a closing second in the $150,000 
Tremont the day before the Belmont Stakes. He’s breezed four 
times since, including a bullet 5 furlongs on the Oklahoma last 
Saturday. “He’s not as professional and straightforward in the 
mornings but his two races have been pretty good. He was a 
little unlucky in the Tremont, he stumbled and it cost him some 
early position but I thought he finished up pretty well.”

Lexitonian: Calumet Farm homebred is 3-1 co-second 
choice on the morning line for Saturday’s Grade 3 Sanford off 
1-length victory in 5-furlong maiden June 27 at Belmont. “I 
was pleased with the way he trained, drew the 1 hole, got a 
little experience and came through on the inside, showed some 
courage for a first-time starter. He’s one that’s always trained 
well. He looks like a Speightstown (his sire), kind of built that 
way, speed but also acts like he might carry it on a bit.”

Seanow: Homebred Tiznow colt for Gerard and Alain Wert-
heimer moves to the grass after an even fifth sprinting in his 
debut at Gulfstream last month. “He ran OK first time out at 
Gulfstream, kind of struggled a bit with the dirt. We worked 
him back on the turf and he seemed to improve. His pedigree 
suggested that might be the case. The fact he’s got a race un-
der his belt, hopefully that will help him but you would think he 
would want to run longer and on the grass.”

Rally Cry: Off since finishing sixth in last 
fall’s Grade 1 Jockey Club Gold Cup, last year’s 
Woodward Stakes runner-up makes return in a 
$95,000 allowance going 7 furlongs Saturday. 
The third race on the card, it also drew Awesome 
Slew, Wonderful Light and Behavioral Bias. “I 
wasn’t sure when I left that they’d get the race 
to go. It’s kind of one of those graded allowance 
races. He hasn’t started in a while and I’m happy 
to have him back. He’s a horse that I believe is at 
his best probably going further, but we felt like 
we needed to get started.”

Vino Rosso: The winner of the Grade 2 Wood 
Memorial was fourth last time behind Justify 
in the Belmont Stakes, and is on track for next 
weekend’s Grade 2 Jim Dandy. Son of Curlin 
shows pair of works since the Belmont, includ-

ing a 5-furlong move on the Oklahoma last Saturday. “He’ll 
work again Saturday. He’s doing well. I thought he ran a cred-
ible race in the Belmont, taking him out of his natural running 
style a bit and trying to stay closer to a slow pace. Johnny 
(Velazquez) made a decision about the half-mile pole to take a 
shot and try to win the race, that probably ultimately cost him 
second or third, but it was the right thing to do. He didn’t dis-
grace himself, didn’t get beat far. We’re excited about the Jim 
Dandy, hopefully it’s a step toward the Travers.”

Tapwrit: Last year’s Belmont Stakes winner finished third in 
an allowance-optional June 3 and fifth in the Grade 2 Suburban 
July 7 in his only two starts since last year’s Travers. “He’s a 
tricky horse. He’s a horse that’s capable of doing something re-
ally big at times and then he’s a horse that sometimes gets lost 
a little bit. I was disappointed in his Suburban because I felt he 
trained the best he’d ever trained leading into that race. I think 
the one thing Jose (Ortiz) would have done differently if he had 
a do-over was when he was starting to track in behind those 
horses, he said he felt the fractions were fast and the field was 
going to back up into him, and he didn’t want to be in position 
where he would lose his momentum so he opted to go outside. 
It was one of those things where everybody carried him out 
into no-man’s land. He had to keep correcting and never got 
to keep going. If he stayed inside, I don’t think he was going 
to win but maybe second or third. It was his second race off 
the layoff and hopefully the third one will be better. Right now 
the plan is to go to the Whitney. He’s trained really well since 
coming back and I think there’s another big one in him and 
hopefully we can get it sooner or later.”

Hi Happy: South American Group 1 winner joined the stable 
this year and collected wins in the Grade 2 Pan American and 
Grade 1 Man o’ War before finishing third (beaten two necks) 

Every day at Saratoga, The Special  
presents an exclusive Stable Tour 

with a Saratoga trainer.

See thisishorseracing.com
for the full season.

with 
Todd Pletcher

http://www.fasigtipton.com/
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in the Grade 1 Manhattan on Belmont Day. 
“Great addition to the stable for us to have a 
ready-made South American horse come in. 
He’s a very easy horse to train, straightfor-
ward, professional. Seems to have found his 
niche at a mile-and-a-quarter to mile-and-a-
half turf races. He’s versatile enough to attend 
the pace when there’s not much of one or sit 
off it when there is. The plan is to go to the 
Bowling Green (July 28) and Sword Dancer 
(Aug. 25).”

Yale: Pletcher signed $1 million ticket at 
Fasig-Tipton Gulfstream 2-year-olds in training 
sale for New York-bred colt by Scat Daddy out 
of Risky Rachel on behalf of Coolmore’s M.V. 
Magnier. “He’s still down at my dad’s (training 
center in Ocala). He’s doing well, we like him 
a lot. I don’t think we’ll see him at Saratoga, 
this year, this meet at least. He’s a horse that 
was very impressive at the 2-year-old sale, they 
like him also at the training center, just some 
minor baby stuff kept him from coming in so 
far. We’re taking a patient approach with him, 
thinking he might have a great future. You’d like 
them all to come and do it now but sometimes 
you just need to give them time to get there. He 
certainly looks the part.”
 
Gidu: Zayat Stable’s Irish-bred 3-year-old 
Frankel colt earned trip to Royal Ascot after 
wins in the Columbia at Tampa Bay Downs 
and Paradise Creek at Belmont this spring. 
Sixth in the Group 1 Commonwealth Cup at 
6 furlongs, he breezed a half-mile at Belmont 
July 13. “He came back from Ascot in good 
shape, we’re thinking about the Hall of Fame 
Stakes (Aug. 3). He won the stakes at Tampa 
going a mile; he’s been competitive from 5 1/2 
(furlongs) to a mile now, and now it’s time to 
go ahead and try the mile-and-a-sixteenth, see 
how he’ll handle it. It’s always tricky when you 
go there and run a straight course, the race 
divides off like that. It looked like on paper we 
were going to be in the right group, then that 
group over there is where you would have liked 
to have been. He certainly ran well and the way 
he galloped out and finished, you think, ‘Man, 
maybe he would have been better off going a 
little further.’ We were not displeased with the 
performance or the effort for sure.”

Coal Front: The now 4-year-old winner of 
last year’s Amsterdam and Gallant Bob re-
turned to the barn Tuesday after surgery and 
rehab at WinStar Farm in Kentucky. “He just 
came back in. It was frustrating after he had 
that huge win in the Gallant Bob at Parx and 
came back with a condylar fracture. He had 
surgery for it and it’s taken a while to get him 
back. He’s been training, should be ready to 
breeze here in a week or so. If everything were 
to go absolutely perfect and there was a race 
for him at the very end of the meet maybe, but 
most likely back at Belmont.”

Prince Lucky: Daniel McConnell’s home-
bred Pennsylvania-bred Corinthian colt won 
the Easy Goer Stakes early on the Belmont 
Stakes Day card. He’s breezed twice since, 
both at Belmont. “Right now we’re pointing 
for the Smarty Jones (at Parx Aug. 25). They 
moved the race four weeks back from the 
Pennsylvania Derby. Before it was Labor Day 
then 19 days back to the Pennsylvania Derby, 
so that was a smart move by them to space it 
out a little better. That’s what we’re thinking 
with him.”

French Reef: Irish-bred colt by New Ap-
proach has trained at Saratoga since June, 
with three breezes on the dirt and one on the 
turf over the Oklahoma. “He’s a horse that 
(Vinny) Viola bought from a yearling sale in 
France last year. He’s actually trained pretty 
well on the dirt, but haven’t picked out a race 
yet, we’ll have to see.”

My Miss Tapit: Breeze Easy went to 
$700,000 at Fasig-Tipton Kentucky July hors-
es of racing age sale for the stakes winner 
who finished third in Grade 2 Princess Rooney 
in late June. “We got her back and we’re think-
ing Shine Again (Aug. 1) with her.”

Spinoff: Homebred Hard Spun 2-year-
old colt for the Wertheimers is out of Grade 
1-winning Gone West mare Zaftig. He won 
first out going 5 furlongs June 23 at Gulfst-
ream. “We’re pointing him for the Saratoga 
Special (Aug. 12) right now. I was happy with 
the way he ran, he’s a horse you might think 
wants more distance but showed some tac-
tical speed first time out, he’s been training 
well.”

La Fuerza: Barry Schwartz’s homebred ju-
venile New York-bred Flatter colt ran record 
to 2-for-2 with a victory in Rockville Centre 
last Saturday at Belmont. “Right now the 
plan would be the Funny Cide (Aug. 24), then 
maybe test him in open company should he 
do well there. He’s one you’d expect to want 
more ground but he’s 2-for-2 sprinting so far.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

Tod Marks
Blahnik makes her debut today.

http://www.brisnet.com/content/
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Win…Place…Show…CLASSIC.

Saturday, October 13, 2018 • Post Time 7:00 PM
Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic and the Breeders Classics Races

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
wvbcmbn@frontier.com  •  www.wvbc.com

P.O. Box 1251 • Charles Town, WV 25414 • 304-725-0709

Carol Holden - PRES. • Theresa Bitner - Exec. Sec. • Sam Huff - Chairman Emeritus

Photo: Allison Janezic

       

BY TOM LAW
Tired of the countdown? Fed up 

with packing, moving and unpack-
ing? At the end of your rope when it 
comes to feeling a little unsettled? Ev-
eryone is in luck at 1 p.m. today when 
the wait ends and the Saratoga Race 
Course meeting opens for 2018. 

The buzz around town and on the 
internet equates Saratoga – and per-
haps more specifically the wait for 
Saratoga – to Christmas Eve. So con-
sider today, the first of 40 days at the 
country’s richest, oldest and most pres-
tigious meet, to be Christmas in July. 

The Saratoga meet runs through 
Labor Day with racing six days a 

week – the only track of its kind with 
a schedule like that – and features at 
least one stakes race on every card. 
The Opening Day slate includes a 
pair of Grade 3s – the Schuylerville 
for 2-year-old fillies and the Lake 
George for 3-year-old fillies on the 
grass. Those traditional Opening Day 
fixtures are just two of the 66 stakes 
(38 graded). 

The Saturday cards stand out on 
the slate, packed with Grade 1 stakes 
and supported by many of the other Tod Marks

It’s time to race again at Saratoga.

2018 SEASON PREVIEW

Christmas
in July

Saratoga opens rich 40-day meet

Continued On Page 12 

http://wvbc.com/wordpress/
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https://www.xpressbet.com/login
https://www.xpressbet.com/special
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High quality versatile 
interlocking mat designed 

for easy DIY installation in 
stalls, stables, wash bays and 
walkways. Each mat tile is 
double-sided with two distinct 
surfaces.

“I have installed EASYFIX SuperGrip 
matting in the passageways & 
walkways. The high grip surface greatly 
reduced the risk of injuries caused by 
slippages and provides my horses with 
a more confident walking surface.”

Gordon Elliott Trainer, Ireland

For more information,  
please contact bprice@safTfence.com 
www.saftfence.com/stable-solutions

EASYFIX VERSA

The best quality and highest performing 
 products in the marketplace are now 

available in the U.S.

EASYFIX STABLE SOLUTIONS, designed and manufactured in Ireland.

In the  
Irish  

Tradition

important races that made Sarato-
ga the “August Place To Be” going 
back more than 150 years. The 2018 
schedule features 18 Grade 1 events, 
the first Sunday when Kentucky Oaks 
winner Monomoy Girl runs in the 
Coaching Club American Oaks.

The centerpiece of the meet is the 
Travers Stakes Aug. 25, which is not 
expected to attract the ailing Triple 
Crown winner Justify but still offers 
a $1.25 million purse and one of the 
oldest prizes in North America for 
3-year-olds. The Travers Day card 
also features five other Grade 1 stakes 
– the $1 million Sword Dancer, Per-
sonal Ensign, Forego, Ballerina and 
H. Allen Jerkens Memorial – and the 
Grade 2 Ballston Spa. 

Other highlights of the stakes 
schedule include the Whitney and 
Test Aug. 4, Fourstardave Aug. 11, 
Alabama Aug. 18, New York Turf 
Writers Cup steeplechase Aug. 23, 
Saratoga Showcase Day for New 
York-breds Aug. 24, Woodward and 
Spinaway Sept. 1 and the Closing Day 

Hopeful Sept. 3. 
The stakes schedule nearly mirrors 

the last few years, a positive accord-
ing to a key member of the New York 
Racing Association racing office. 

“It gets you in that mindset of what 
you have to do,” said Andrew Byrnes, 
NYRA’s stakes coordinator. “You 
know what you have to look forward 
to. With a set stakes schedule, it gives 
me the opportunity to prepare. When 
I’m checking charts and checking rac-
es from previous tracks, I know what 
progression they can make and I also 
know who’s going to be here and then 
I can ask those guys. When I get here, 
I’m already prepared. It’s a tough 
meet, and you need to be prepared 
without a doubt.”

Aside from the rich stakes pro-
gram, Saratoga offers some of the 
richest purses in North America for 
claiming, maiden and allowance rac-
es. NYRA announced purse increases 
for Saratoga two weeks before Open-
ing Day, with top maiden special 
weight races now worth $85,000 and 
first-level allowance-optional races 
worth $95,000. 

The purse distribution for the meet 

Preview –
 Continued from page 10

Continued On Page 13 

Welcome back, 
High Hope Steeplechase.

www.thisishorseracing.com

The online home  
of The Saratoga Special newspaper 

and world-class racing coverage  
by Joe Clancy, Sean Clancy,  

Tom Law and the team.

Check it out every day and contact us 
about your advertising needs.

(410) 392-5867
joe@thisishorseracing.com

 

More 

Racing 

https://thisishorseracing.com/news/
http://www.saftfence.com/stable-solutions
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L e a d s  b y  a e i

E m p i r e  m a k e r
Since 2000, no North American sire has generated
a higher Average Earnings Index through his first 7 crops

S TA L L I O N

E M P I R E  M A K E R                                     2 . 3 8
War Front               2.37
Tapit                   2.32
Street Cry                  2.31
Ghostzapper                 2.29
Speightstown                2.11
Medaglia d’Oro             2.08

Source: Blood-Horse

A E I

will also change, with all stakes and other 
awards specifically stated in the condition 
book paying out as follows – 55 percent 
to the winner, 20 percent to second, 12 
percent to third, 6 percent to fourth, 4 
percent to fifth and the remaining 3 per-
cent among the rest of the field.

Other obvious changes at Saratoga can 
be seen in the historic facility itself, in-
cluding the new private hospitality area 
The Stretch, in the grandstand at the top 
of the stretch. 

The Stretch features a full-service bar, 
kitchen, concessions, large high-defini-
tion televisions, space for special events 
and a relaxed dress code. 

Sold out for Opening Day, The Stretch 
features 32 modern boxes that accommo-
date four to 12 guests and a section of 
200 seats available for daily reservations. 

Fans and horsemen will also see the 
completion of an effort to restore cop-
per that bordered the slate-covered roof 
on many buildings throughout the facil-
ity. The copper replaces some of the red-
and-white awnings and striped canopies. 
The preservation efforts and upgrades 

are most evident along the exterior of 
the clubhouse from the Easy Goer to the 
Club Terrace, the paddock mutuel build-
ing and the archway over the clubhouse 
escalator.

What is not expected to change much 
is the race for the meet’s leading trainer 
and jockey. 

Todd Pletcher won last year’s training 
title, the 13th of his career, after being un-
seated the previous year by Chad Brown. 
Pletcher won a record 40 races in 2017, 
the same as Brown in 2016. Steve Asmus-
sen, North America’s leading trainer this 
year by money won, is also represented 
with a string at Saratoga. Seven of the top 
10 trainers in North America – the afore-
mentioned trio, Mark Casse, Brad Cox, 
Mike Maker and Linda Rice – will all run 
significant numbers of horses this year at 
Saratoga. 

Jose Ortiz won the last two riding ti-
tles, edging his brother and 2015 leading 
rider Irad Ortiz both times, and is part of 
the deep riding colony. 

Hall of Famers John Velazquez and 
Javier Castellano, both past leading rid-
ers at Saratoga, are joined in the room 
by Manny Franco, Joel Rosario, Luis 
Saez, Jose Lezcano, Ricardo Santana Jr., 
Florent Geroux, Julien Leparoux, Rajiv 
Maragh, Junior Alvarado and others.

Preview –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Brothers Jose (left) and Irad Ortiz Jr. will certainly be involved in the jockeys’ race.

http://gainesway.com/
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  Jump into jump racing
and join a sport on the rise 
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For more information, please contact Bill Gallo Jr., Director of Racing • (410) 392-0700 • info@nationalsteeplechase.com

2017 spring purses $2,691,100
$2,833,8002018 spring purses

Up more than 7% in one year
UPCOMING GRADED STAKES

$175,000 
A. P. Smithwick Memorial (Gr. 1)

Saratoga Race Course • Thursday, July 26

$175,000 
New York Turf Writers Cup (Gr. 1)

Saratoga Race Course • Thursday, August 23

BY BEN GOWANS
Jorge Abreu and Goodthingstake-

time waited for their turn.
Back in September, bloodstock agent 

Pete Bradley told the trainer about an 
Irish-bred 2-year-old filly headed to 
Abreu with high expectations.

“We have this filly who we are 
going to run in the Breeders’ Cup,” 
Bradley said. Goodthingstaketime al-
most made it to racing’s showcase at 
Del Mar in November. Because she 
was still a maiden, she was forced 
onto the also-eligible list of the Ju-
venile Fillies Turf but did make the 
program for a maiden race the day 
before for Irish trainer Fozzy Stack. 
She won.

The filly owned by Sol Kumin’s 
Madaket Stables, Tim and Anna 

Cambron, and Bradley Thorough-
breds then joined Abreu’s winter base 
at Palm Meadows in Florida.

“It’s hard when you get the hors-
es in from overseas, because the trip 
and all that, they come a little lean,” 
Abreu said. “They need at least two 
or three months to get adjusted to this 
program here. They come a little ugly 
looking. But that’s just the way they 
are over there, they’re all in the same 
boat.”

They took their time with the filly 
who did not meet her reserve after a 
final bid of 2,200 euros at the 2016 
Tattersalls Ireland September yearling 
sale. Connie Bush

Goodthingstaketime gallops on the Oklahoma track Thursday morning.

LAKE GEORGE STAKES PREVIEW

The time is now
Abreu hopes for strong start  
to meet with Goodthingstaketime

Continued On Page 16 

http://nationalsteeplechase.com/
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Both of  Saratoga’s Graded stakes running 
today have been won by Maryland-breds.

Maryland-breds won BOTH divisions  
of the G2 Lake George in 1998:  

TENSKI and CAVEAT COMPETOR.

TOUCH LOVE followed her Astoria Stakes 
win with a victory in the G3 Schuylerville, 
her third in as many starts in 2001.

Look for Maryland-breds in the winner’s circle  
at race tracks all over the world.

Watch for them at the sales.
Better stallions. Better mares. Maryland-breds.

https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/


16 Friday, July 20, 2018The SaraToga Special

“This thing could  cure a broken heart.”
– New Castle Farm’s James “J. J.” Crupi

We can’t make any promises in that area, but the cold spa at Crupi’s New Castle Farm in Ocala, Florida  
will help your horse the same way it helped Liam’s Map, Army Mule and all the others over the years.

Six-furlong Training Track  •  Starting Gate  •  Cold Saltwater Spa  •  Vibration Therapy Stalls
Turnout Paddocks  •  All Levels of Training  •  “Halo Therapy” Salt Treatments

newcastlefarm.com  •  info@newcastlefarm.com
Call J.J. Crupi for more information: (352) 427-1600  •  (352) 840-5400  •  (866) 313-5400

Goodthingstaketime started her 
3-year-old campaign in early March 
at Tampa Bay Downs in the Grade 3 
Florida Oaks. She made a sharp move 
to assume control at the top of the 
stretch but got nabbed on the wire in 
a frantic finish. Four weeks later, she 
was third in the Grade 2 Appalachian 
Stakes at Keeneland. The light bay fil-
ly was forced to settle for another mi-
nor award last time when third in the 
Penn Oaks. Hoping for a more patient 
ride, Abreu puts Jose Ortiz on the fil-
ly in today’s Grade 3 Lake George at 
Saratoga Race Course. She’s the 7-2 
third choice behind Daddy Is A Leg-
end and Altea in the co-feature, the 
ninth race on the card.

Late during training hours Wednes-
day morning, Goodthingstaketime 
walked with rider Giovanni Morales 
from Abreu’s private “Payson barn” 
across Fifth Avenue and onto the path 
that led her to the gap of the Oklaho-
ma training track.

“The first time I breezed her, I knew 
she had some ability,” Abreu said just 
before Shug McGaughey waved him 
over to talk about a recent acquisition 
by Abreu that McGaughey formerly 
trained. “She’s always been straight-
forward. She always kept good weight 
after the races, which is a good thing. 
She bounces right back.”

Morales didn’t bounce as Goodth-
ingstaketime galloped enthusiastically 
around the Oklahoma oval.

“He’s been on her since day one,” 
Abreu said of Morales who worked 
under him during their time with 
Chad Brown. “That’s something I 
learned from Chad, you don’t change 

riders. The rider means a lot. I took 
her over to the main track twice, just 
to show her around. They’re going to 
run on the turf over there, so it’s dif-
ferent. When you run on the dirt, you 
want to get them used to it.”

Abreu’s solo training career has 
taken some time to get underway.

His first starter in his name came 
in 2016, when he still worked for 
Brown. The horse, 4-year-old filly 
Woodville won her career debut for 
Abreu here and won again on the 
meet’s closing day to give the trainer 
a perfect 2-for-2 for the year (and at 
Saratoga).

The Dominican Republic native 
started building up his own string of 
horses in early 2017.

“When I left, I tried not to mess 
with any of Chad’s owners,” Abreu 
said. “I went and did my own thing.”

Abreu is very familiar with Union 
Avenue, having been in charge of 
Brown’s Palm Meadows and Saratoga 
divisions before going out on his own.

“Before Chad, I worked for Nick 
(Zito) for six years. I worked for 
(John) Terranova for five years. I 
worked for Billy Badgett when he had 
Flitch, Go For Wand, all those hors-
es. I used to gallop for him,” he said. 
“The last nine years were with Chad. 
I was his first assistant.”

Playing an important role in 
Brown’s operation for nine years 
leaves a person well connected. Abreu 
used those connections to build up his 
stable.

“Steve Weston was my first owner. 
They started running good and I start-
ed getting a couple other owners and 
everything just fell into place,” he said. 
“I’m on good terms with everybody. I 
have a lot of owners now and I have 
a lot of nice horses. Last year, I really 
just had one horse that was nice.”

Abreu had just one win from 10 
starts at last year’s Saratoga meet.

He hopes to be 1-for-1 after Open-
ing Day this year.

While Abreu is a former assistant 
to Brown, veteran trainer George 
Weaver is the most successful Todd 
Pletcher graduate. Weaver has the 9-5 
morning line favorite for today’s turf 
stakes at 1 1/16 miles.

Daddy Is A Legend made her debut 
at last year’s Saratoga meet. She ran 
evenly that day, finishing fifth.

“She was a little green and we 
were a little disappointed, but we just 
thought we’d throw some blinkers on 
her and that helped,” Weaver said.

It did. The daughter of Scat Dad-
dy was second to eventual Breeders’ 

Cup winner Rushing Fall six weeks 
later and then broke her maiden six 
weeks after that at Keeneland. She 
finished her 2-year-old campaign with 
a strong performance in the Grade 3 
Jimmy Durante Stakes at Del Mar, 
where she made a move from far back 
to win by a length.

This year hasn’t gone as smoothly 
for the filly owned by Jim and Susan 
Hill.

“The first race at Keeneland she 
got away very bad,” Weaver said re-
ferring to the Appalachian. “She had 
to make a wide move which you just 
can’t sustain, but she tried to and she 
ran well. We took her to Churchill 

Lake George –
 Continued from page 14

Tod Marks
Daddy Is A Legend enjoys some turnout time Thursday morning.

Continued On Page 17 

http://newcastlefarm.com/


17Friday, July 20, 2018 The SaraToga Special
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KING’S BISHOP   LONESOME GLORY HURDLE    MAKER’S 46 MILE   MANHATTAN   
MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  METROPOLITAN MILE    NEARCTIC STAKES  
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Winn ing  w h e n  i t  mat te r s .

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses 
include 47 individual Grade 1 winners. 

Just some of the races they’ve won…

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

and she ran very good over there (in the 
Grade 3 Edgewood). It was a strange 
race. Rushing Fall and her were laying 
close to the pace and ended up engag-
ing each other earlier than they should 
have and it probably cost both of them 
a chance at winning that race. They 
both ran huge.”

Rushing Fall settled for second that 
day, beaten a neck, with Weaver’s filly 
a half-length back in third.

Weaver took the blinkers off for 
Daddy Is A Legend’s latest effort, the 
Grade 3 Wonder Again Stakes at Bel-
mont in June.

“There wasn’t any pace in there 
but she just wasn’t good enough in my 
opinion,” he said. “It might have bene-
fitted her if there was some pace in the 
race but nonetheless we got beat 1 1/2 
lengths for everything and it’s a very 
solid division this year.”

The Wonder Again is the prep for 
the Grade 1 Belmont Oaks. Weaver 
intended to run the 3-year-old filly in 
that spot, but those plans weren’t able 
to come to fruition.

“We were definitely thinking about 
that,” Weaver said. “She got a little 
belly ache on me, probably about 2 1/2 
weeks before the Belmont Oaks. We 
missed some training and it didn’t seem 
fair to the filly to put her in there. She 
missed four or five days of training and 
lost a little bit of weight and she just 
wasn’t in a position to run her A race.”

Her A race will make her difficult to 
beat today.

Brown did not enter Rushing Fall in 
the Lake George, but he still has two 
formidable entrants. The Irish-bred 
Punked was second in last month’s 
Wild Applause Stakes at Belmont and 
the French-bred Altea was fifth in the 
Wonder Again.

The most well-bred award would 
likely go to Going Out, a daughter of 
Tapit and champion Forever Together, 
winner of the 2008 Breeders’ Cup Filly 
and Mare Turf.

Andina Del Sur hopes to regain the 
form she showed earlier this year when 
she beat Goodthingstaketime and Altea 
in the Florida Oaks.

A Grade 1 winner on dirt, Heavenly 
Love ran well last time to be third in 
Churchill’s Grade 3 Regret Stakes on 
turf and Nootka Sound was entered for 
main track only.

Lake George –
 Continued from page 16

http://fairhilletc.com/
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5th Annual

Five Years Running

Join the TRF 
at our annual 
fundraiser to 
kick off the 
       Saratoga    
         Racing      
          Season!

Saratoga 
automobile muSeum  

Saratoga Springs, NY

ticketS: $100 
Visit trfinc.org 

(518) 226-0028

monday,  
July 23, 2018

6–9pm

EvEning gEnErously 
donatEd by Giuseppe & 
Laurie Grisio, owners, Mama 
Mia’s Restaurant & Bravo!
              triplE Crown 
              lEvEl sponsor 
                Head of Plains  
                 Partners LLC
            MEdia sponsor 
            The Daily Gazette

 9.7%  
Graded Stakes 

Horses

From 2010-2014, we’ve purchased  
134 horses for an average purchase 
price of $75,651. The average  
earnings per horse is $108,791  
for a total of $14,137,322.  

_______ 

_____________ 

_____________ 

_____________

_______

 42%  
In the Money

30%  
Stakes Horses

17%  
Stakes Winners

10%  
Graded Stakes  

Horses
www.mcmahonandhill.com

MIKE MCMAHON  (859) 983-7617  F JAMIE HILL   (859) 983-0515  F  bloodstock@mcmahonandhill.com 

 
 

30%  
Stakes Horses 
10% GRADED 

BY TOM LAW
Norm Casse led Fightress on a loose 

shank around and across the walking 
rings in the space between Barns 69 
and 66 on the Oklahoma Training 
Track halfway through training hours 
Wednesday. The 2-year-old Tapizar 
filly nosed around the ground, look-
ing for some grass to graze between 
sunny and shady spots on the ground.

“All right, we’ll go over here,” 
Casse said, leading the filly over the 
wood chips and near the end of the 
barn. That didn’t last long as Fightress 
pulled him to another area, only to 
come up empty again with barely 
anything but weeds in the space af-
ter a rather unseasonable run of dry 
weather in upstate New York to this 
point in the summer. 

Casse hopes Fightress finds better 

luck today when she becomes his first 
Saratoga starter against nine other 
2-year-old fillies in the co-featured 
Grade 3 Schuylerville to kick off the 
2018 Saratoga Race Course meeting. 
Fightress, 12-1 on the morning line 
for Casse and jockey Julien Leparoux, 
enters the 6-furlong Schuylerville off 
a maiden win at Churchill Downs 
June 22. 

Fightress and seven others in the 
$150,000 Schuylerville make their 
stakes debuts, while Lady Apple and 
Eyeinthesky make their second stakes 
runs after finishing second and third, 
respectively, in the $147,000 Astoria 
in early June at Belmont Park. Connie Bush

Fightress looks to become a stakes winner in today’s Schuylerville.

SCHUYLERVILLE PREVIEW

Stakes Debut
Norm Casse sends out Fightress 
in Grade 3 stakes for 2YO fillies

Continued On Page 20 

https://www.trfinc.org/
http://www.mcmahonandhill.com/
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VIRGINIA
IS FOR
BABIES

Send your babies to Virginia for 6 months before December 31st of  their two-year-old 
year and earn 25% more when you win in NY, NJ, PA, DE, MD and WV.

For more information, see vabred.org.

Virginia Thoroughbred Association
250 West Main Street, Suite 100, Charlottesville, VA 22902

(434) 977-3716
Photo courtesy of  Anna Purdy

https://www.vabred.org/
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Monday, July 23rd
Racing Partnership 
and Syndicate Day

at the Museum!
Interested in learning about owning a 

racehorse?  Join us and speak to representatives 
of numerous racing partnerships and hear 
presentations about the different aspects 

of thoroughbred ownership!  
This special event is free for the public to attend.

Time:  5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Where:  Hall of Fame Gallery

Complimentary beverages and light hors d’oeuvres.

Casse is no stranger to stakes com-
petition, or to Saratoga for that mat-
ter, after serving for many years as his 
father Mark’s assistant before going 
out on his own this winter. 

“She’s the reason we’re here, at 
least for the first weekend,” Casse 
said. “She brought us here mostly. 
We’re hoping to be active in the claim 
box and stuff, but this year is a year 
where we’re getting our feet under 
us. Saratoga is a daunting place, but 
we feel like we brought a handful of 
horses that can make us look a little 
respectable.”

Fightress won her debut by 4 3/4 
lengths going 5 1/2 furlongs in a race 
originally written for the grass. 

Casse entered Fightress for the 
grass thinking it might help the filly 
he described as somewhat unremark-
able and “going through the mo-
tions” during her early training first 
at Keeneland and later at Churchill. 
That eventually changed as Fightress 
turned around her training about a 
week to 10 days before her debut.

“She was professional, I liked her 
in that way, but she was pretty un-
remarkable as far as going into the 
race thinking that she was going to be 
something really special,” Casse said. 
“So we thought the grass might be 
the difference. The funny thing, that 
week, something in the filly turned. 
She started training like a rock star. It 
was like, ‘OK, something’s turned on 
a little bit.’ 

“I don’t know, it could be any num-
ber of things, could have been off-the-
turf, that’s why she ran so well, or it 
could be she just became a racehorse 
overnight so to speak. That’s what I 
believe. Since it’s been reassured be-
cause she’s worked like a superstar 
since the race. We’re excited.”

Casse didn’t breeze Fightress at 
Saratoga – or even train her on the 
main track – since shipping his small 
string to upstate New York from Ken-
tucky this week. She breezed a half 
mile in :47.40 last Thursday at Chur-
chill, shipped, walked, jogged and 
galloped into the Schuylerville. 

“She loves it here,” Casse said. 
“She’s showing a lot more motiva-
tion. In the morning she’s galloping, 
she’s on the bridle, the rider is having 
a hard time pulling her up, she’s really 

enjoying what she does. 
“Like I said, the thing that gives 

me the most encouragement is not the 
race she ran and won, but the breezes 
after. They’ve been much better than 
her works before that race. That :47 
and change was in a complete hold, 
doing everything the right way now. 
I guess I’m doing it a bit different. I 
don’t like to come up here and give 
them a work over the track, I’d rather 
if we’re going to run to come up and 
run. When you’re an assistant you’re 
second-guessing things and how ev-
erybody does things and I’m not just 
talking about dad. When you’re the 
trainer you put your money where 
your mouth is. So now the decisions I 
make are going to be right out there. 
We’ll see if I’m right or not.”

Fightress, one of 30 horses Casse 
trains, is co-owned by Robert Mas-
terson and Glencrest Farm and a 
$75,000 buy at last year’s Keeneland 
September yearling sale. Masterson 
also campaigned the champion Tepin, 
who won the 2015 Breeders’ Cup 
Mile at Keeneland, 2016 Queen Anne 
at Royal Ascot and four other Grade 
1 stakes during her career. 

Masterson is the only owner affili-
ated with Mark Casse to send horses 
to the Norm Casse thus far. 

“That’s the coolest part of it all; 
we had the association together with 
Tepin and here we are,” Casse said. 
“My first stakes starter is going to be 
for Robert right here in Saratoga. If 
anything that’s the most important 
thing for me. I’ve been very fortu-
nate. I’ve got 30 horses total now and 
they’re basically brand-new clients 
that put a lot of confidence in me. I’m 
proud of that.”

The Schuylerville field also in-
cludes three fillies from Mark Casse’s 
strong stable – 5-2 favorite Catheri-
nethegreat, Tapping Pearl and Eyein-
thesky. 

John Oxley’s Catherinethegreat 
broke her maiden by 10 1/4 lengths 
in her second start at Gulfstream Park 
June 23 after finishing second in late 
May to next-out allowance winner 
Nancysaidso. Jose Ortiz takes the 
mount on the daughter of Uncap-
tured. 

Nonna Madeline is the 7-2 second 
choice on the line for six-time Schuy-
lerville-winning trainer Todd Pletcher. 
A daughter of Candy Ride owned by 
St Elias Stable and MeB Racing Sta-

Schuylerville –
 Continued from page 18

Tod Marks
Nonna Madeline represents trainer Todd Pletcher in the Schuylerville.

Continued On Page 21 

https://www.racingmuseum.org/


21Friday, July 20, 2018 The SaraToga Special

�����, ������, ������� � �����, �.�.  I  ��� ������� ������, ������ ����, �� 115��  I  ���.����.��� 

Chair, Equine & Racing Law 
516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 

�e�resen�n� o�ners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, 
dri�ers and horse�en associa�ons in business transac�ons and 

�a�ers before the �e� �ork �tate �a�in� �o��ission 
and in the federal and state courts.  

��orne� ���er�sing.  

ble, Nonna Madeline won her debut 
by 3 1/4 lengths at odds-on at Mon-
mouth Park June 23.

Nonna Madeline could become 
the fourth Pletcher-trained Schuyler-
ville winner to win her debut at Mon-
mouth and add the traditional Open-
ing Day fixture in their next start. 

“It’s worked out a few times, going 
all the way back to Freedom’s Daugh-
ter, Cotton Blossom and Sweet Loret-
ta,” Pletcher said. “You want to get a 
race under their belt before (running 
in the Schuylerville) and that was the 
intention with Nonna Madeline.”

Blame The Frog, a homebred 
daughter of Blame for Hugh Bish-
op, brings the most experience to the 
Schuylerville field with three starts 

for trainer Ben Colebrook. She fin-
ished second in her first two – behind 
Mucho Amor at Keeneland and even-
tual Debutante runner-up Shanghai 
Rain at Churchill – before winning an 
off-the-turf race June 22 at Churchill.

“We looked at the stakes that were 
out there and thought, why not run 
her here?’ ” Colebrook said after he 
and Bishop watched Blame The Frog 
train Thursday on the main track. 
“She’s pretty seasoned – three starts 
and they were all good races. You 
run into Wesley Ward at Keeneland 
in April and he’s pretty tough, then 
she came back and ran a big race 
next time, getting pressed by Lady 
Lucy, who has since come back and 
won, and then Shanghai Rain came 
back and finished second in the Debu-
tante.”

Last-out winners Congrats Gal, 
Lonely Road, Tapping Pearl and 
Serengeti Empress complete the field. 

Schuylerville –
 Continued from page 20

Chelsea Durand/NYRA Photo
Lonely Road exits a Belmont maiden win June 13 for trainer Christophe Clement.

http://www.lgbloodstock.com/
http://www.bonaventurestables.com/
http://www.msek.com/
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1ST (1:00PM). $50,000, CLM $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Halloween Horror ........... D. Davis ........................... J. Terranova, II ........... 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Nobody Move ................. J. Castellano .................... R. Rodriguez ................ 3-1
3  ..... 3 ............Too Fast to Pass ............. J. Alvarado ...................... G. Contessa ................ 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Turco Bravo (Chi) ........... J. Rosario ........................ O. Barrera, III ............. 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Believe in Luck ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Rice .......................... 7-2
6  ..... 6 ............Bad Student ................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Diodoro .................... 9-2
7  ..... 7 ............Hardly a Secret ............... J. Ortiz ............................. T. Amoss ...................... 4-1
8  ..... 8 ............Italian Charm .................. L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 7-2

2ND (1:33PM). $75,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Too Foofoo for You......... M. Franco ........................ T. Morley ...................... 4-1
2  ..... 2 ............Wicked Waters ............... L. Saez ............................. J. Englehart .................. 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Caralicious ..................... J. Alvarado ...................... M. Friedman ............... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Drynachan ...................... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 5-2
5  ..... 5 ............Shady Shady Shady ....... J. Velazquez ..................... M. Nevin ....................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Andarta .......................... L. Reyes .......................... T. Albertrani ................ 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Molly’s Party .................. J. Lezcano ....................... J. Kimmel ................... 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Big Brown Cat ................ J. Rosario ........................ G. Gullo ...................... 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Mike’s Girl ...................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 9-2
10..... 10 ..........Bank Examiner ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Englehart .................. 5-1
11..... AE..........Classy to D’ Bone ........... D. Davis ........................... G. Contessa ................ 30-1
12..... AE-MTO .Chillinwithfriends ........... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 4-1
13..... AE-MTO .Aquariva ......................... . Rider TBA ...................... R. Ribaudo ................... 6-1

3RD (2:06PM). $48,000, CLM $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Formal Start ................... D. Davis ........................... S. Jerkens .................. 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Strong Side .................... J. Lezcano ....................... C. Englehart .................. 2-1
3  ..... 3 ............Comeoncomeoncat ........ J. Alvarado ...................... B. Brown ...................... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Sicilia Mike ..................... P. Fragoso ........................ G. Sciacca .................... 4-1
5  ..... 5 ............Infield Is In ..................... A. Lezcano ....................... R. Metivier .................. 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Monteleone .................... J. Rosario ........................ W. Ward ....................... 5-2
7  ..... 7 ............Rogue Patriot ................. R. Maragh ........................ E. Jones ..................... 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Fortythreeoeight N ......... M. Franco ........................ C. Englehart .................. 8-1

4TH (2:40PM). $56,000, MCL $75,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Top Czar ......................... J. Rosario ........................ H. Motion ................... 10-1
2  ..... MTO ......Top Me Off ..................... . Rider TBA ...................... W. Mott ........................ 9-2
3  ..... 3 ............Shiny Copper Penny ....... J. Leparoux ...................... D. Seyler .................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Dominant Strategy ......... J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 4-1
5  ..... 5 ............Clyde’s Runner ............... J. Lezcano ....................... T. Bush ......................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Azzedine (Fr) .................. J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 5-2
7  ..... 7 ............Big Agenda ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Eagle Pass ...................... M. Franco ........................ J. Thomas .................... 6-1
9  ..... 9 ............Teryn It Up ..................... J. Velazquez ..................... B. Lynch ....................... 3-1

5TH (3:14PM). $85,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 2 ............Blahnik ........................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 2-1
1a  .... AE..........Always Shopping ........... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 2-1
2  ..... 1 ............Brass Ring ..................... R. Maragh ........................ L. Gyarmati ................ 20-1
3  ..... 3 ............Wild Type ....................... J. Ortiz ............................. E. Kenneally .................. 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Winandyourin Gin .......... F. Geroux ......................... M. Casse ...................... 9-2
5  ..... 5 ............She’s Got It All ............... L. Saez ............................. D. Lukas ..................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Lyrical Lady .................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 4-1
7  ..... 7 ............Princess Trina ................ J. Rosario ........................ R. Nicks ........................ 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Arms Wide Open ............ M. Franco ........................ R. Handal ................... 20-1
9  ..... 9 ............Mertz .............................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 8-1
10..... 10 ..........Teletype .......................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 20-1

6TH (3:48PM). $87,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Dancing All Night ........... J. Velazquez ..................... C. McGaughey III ......... 9-2
2  ..... 2 ............Bluegrass Jamboree ...... D. Davis ........................... C. Baker ...................... 15-1

3  ..... 3 ............Hay Field ........................ J. Bravo ........................... J. Englehart .................. 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Miss Mimosa ................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ W. Mott ........................ 3-1
5  ..... 5 ............Cypriana ......................... J. Castellano .................... M. Hennig .................... 7-2
6  ..... 6 ............Longstocking ................. J. Lezcano ....................... M. Lerman .................. 30-1
7  ..... 7 ............Cosita Mia ...................... L. Saez ............................. T. Albertrani ................ 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Laney ............................. J. Ortiz ............................. E. Kenneally .................. 5-1
9  ..... 9 ............Oldfashioned Style ......... J. Rosario ........................ G. Contessa ................ 12-1
10..... 10 ..........Palladian Bridge ............. M. Franco ........................ R. Handal ................... 12-1

7TH (4:24PM). $77,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Myhartblongstodady ...... J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 9-2
2  ..... 2 ............Sweet August Lady ........ J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Cumbria ......................... M. Franco ........................ J. Jerkens ..................... 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Havana Affair .................. K. Carmouche .................. N. Zito ........................ 30-1
5  ..... 5 ............Way Smart ..................... R. Maragh ........................ H. Bond ........................ 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Unbridledadventure ........ J. Rosario ........................ B. Levine .................... 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Dancingwithpaynter ....... J. Acosta .......................... C. Lynch ..................... 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Geranium ....................... J. Lezcano ....................... T. Bush ....................... 20-1
9  ..... 9 ............Peaches and Spice ......... H. Diaz, Jr. ....................... J. Quiles ..................... 30-1
10..... 10 ..........Pauseforthecause ........... D. Davis ........................... K. McLaughlin .............. 6-1
11..... 11 ..........Cartwheel ....................... J. Bravo ........................... M. Hennig .................. 15-1
12..... 12 ..........Giant Zinger ................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 5-1
13..... AE..........Hollywood Cat ................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ....................... 3-1
14..... AE..........Cha Cha Heels ................ L. Saez ............................. R. Rodriguez .............. 12-1
15..... MTO ......Starlite Mission .............. J. Rosario ........................ G. Contessa .................. 5-1

8TH (5:02PM). $150,000, STK - THE SCHUYLERVILLE, 2 YO, F , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Catherinethegreat ........... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Casse ...................... 5-2
2  ..... 2 ............Nonna Madeline ............. J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Congrats Gal .................. J. Acosta .......................... C. Lynch ..................... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Fightress ........................ J. Leparoux ...................... N. Casse ..................... 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Lonely Road ................... M. Franco ........................ C. Clement.................. 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Tapping Pearl ................. F. Geroux ......................... M. Casse .................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Serengeti Empress ......... J. Castellano .................... T. Amoss ...................... 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Eyeinthesky .................... T. Gaffalione ..................... M. Casse ...................... 6-1
9  ..... 9 ............Lady Apple ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ S. Asmussen ................ 8-1
10..... 10 ..........Blame the Frog ............... L. Saez ............................. B. Colebrook .............. 12-1

9TH (5:40PM). $150,000, STK - THE LAKE GEORGE, 3 YO, F , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Punked (Ire) ................... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............Going Out ....................... L. Saez ............................. M. Matz ...................... 30-1
3  ..... 3 ............Daddy Is a Legend ......... M. Franco ........................ G. Weaver..................... 9-5
4  ..... MTO ......Nootka Sound ................ D. Davis ........................... W. Ward ....................... 5-2
5  ..... 5 ............Goodthingstaketime (Ire) J. Ortiz ............................. J. Abreu ........................ 7-2
6  ..... 6 ............Andina Del Sur ............... J. Leparoux ...................... T. Albertrani .................. 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Altea (Fr) ........................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 3-1
8  ..... 8 ............Heavenly Love ................ J. Velazquez ..................... M. Casse ...................... 6-1

10TH (6:17PM). $48,000, CLM $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 2 ............Ride On Faith ................. J. Alvarado ...................... N. Zito ........................ 30-1
1a  .... MTO ......Lookin At Blessing ......... . Rider TBA ...................... N. Zito ........................ 30-1
2  ..... 1 ............Dark Energy ................... K. Carmouche .................. C. DeVaux................... 10-1
3  ..... 3 ............Rockin Jo ....................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. D. Schettino ............... 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Jo’s Bold Cat .................. M. Franco ........................ R. Violette, Jr. ............. 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Lusitano ......................... J. Castellano .................... T. Albertrani ................ 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Cape Angel ..................... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Sharp ...................... 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Shamsaan ...................... R. Maragh ........................ P. Fout ........................ 10-1
8  ..... 8 ............County Court .................. D. Davis ........................... C. McGaughey III ......... 5-2
9  ..... 9 ............Double Deep .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez .............. 12-1
10..... 10 ..........Foolish Ghost ................. M. Luzzi ........................... B. Brown .................... 50-1
11..... 11 ..........Hello Holiday .................. L. Saez ............................. P. Serpe ........................ 9-2
12..... 12 ..........Prognostication .............. J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 3-1

Copyright 2018 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

https://www.lanesend.com/
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A New Face
The Saratoga Special welcomes a new addition to The 

Power Grid for 2018 in Don Phillips, who joins the team much 
in the same random way that has brought many other contrib-
utors to the paper since 2001. 

“I am a 60-year-old man with a disability called Cerebral 
Palsy,” Phillips wrote in an email to the editorial team at The 
Special. “I am contacting you in hopes that you would give 
me an opportunity at a Thoroughbred handicapping job on a 
daily basis.”

A former columnist at Sports Eye and handicapper for Bet-

tors World and other online publications, Phillips brings 35 
years experience as a handicapper of everything from racing 
to pro and college football, basketball and baseball. 

Phillips promised us we “will not be disappointed” and 
added that his favorite sport to handicap is Thoroughbred 
racing.

“For numerous reasons – each day is a challenge at any 
track,” Phillips wrote. 

Phillips replaces Gaile Fitzgerald, who passed away in April 
(see column on Page 24), on The Power Grid. 

He joins defending handicapping champ John Shapazian, 

Charles Bedard, Tom Law and a rotating guest handicapper 
for the 2018 meeting. 

Guest Handicapper Details
Today’s guest handicapper is Saratoga Springs Mayor Meg 

Kelly, the former executive director of the Saratoga Children’s 
Theater and a former LPGA golf instructor. 

* The guest win total does not include Monday or Wednes-
day, when only The Special’s regular handicappers picks ap-
pear at thisishorseracing.com. 

124/405 112/405 102/405 – –
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Editor’s note: Originally published on our web-
site thisishorseracing.com in April.

Gaile Fitzgerald loved racing, everything about 
it, the camaraderie, the challenge, the sights, sounds 
and smells, the friends, gentle ribbing, the puzzle of 
handicapping, the horses. Oh, the horses.

The horse Fitzgerald loved more than any oth-
er was Romp, an Argentinian-bred who placed in 
graded stakes, ran in two editions of the Breeders’ 
Cup Marathon and in a roundabout way brought 
her to The Saratoga Special.

“The quilt has lost a patch. Gaile was one of 
those great fans who you met along the way, just 
part of the fabric of this crazy game we play,” said 
Sean Clancy, The Special’s co-founder and co-pub-
lisher with his brother Joe. “A real racetracker, and 
I mean that in the most sincere, most genuine way.

“We became friends when I liked a horse she 
owned, Romp, in 2007. I put him on the bottom 
half of a $41 exacta with La Neige at Saratoga. I 
think I hit it 20 times to win the New York Post 
betting competition. She loved that.”

A few years later Gaile joined the handicapping 
team at The Saratoga Special, one of five brave souls 
who try to unlock the puzzle in the daily paper’s 
Power Grid. She loved that, too, offering canny 
picks and providing perennial champ John Shapa-
zian with his first taste of competition. She even 
beat him, at least once.

Shapazian, like everyone on The Special’s staff of 
editors, writers, designers, interns, photographers 
and delivery and errand folks, mourned the pass-
ing of Fitzgerald this spring. Fitzgerald, 67, passed 
April 3 after a prolonged illness.

“A lot of times you really do not remember things 
about a person until they have passed,” Shapazian 
said. “Any time I saw Gaile she’d have a little twin-
kle in her eye to let you know she was glad to see 
you. 

“Gaile first of all was a ‘People Person.’ I’ll al-
ways remember a lot of quiet times on the Saratoga 
backstretch watching horses warm up and getting 
her thoughts about the upcoming race. This sum-
mer I’ll be on that same backstretch and l’ll miss 
seeing her. It just won’t be the same without Gaile.”

Fitzgerald indeed gave Shapazian a challenge, 
almost annually. She finished as The Special’s lead-
ing handicapper in back-to-back years in 2012 and 
2013, the latter by a single victory after picking sev-
en winners Closing Day to six for Shapazian. Fitz-
gerald’s 122 winners that year put her third among 
all Saratoga public handicappers. Third in 2014, she 
finished second to Shapazian in back-to-back years 
in 2015 and 2016, and was third in 2017 despite 

battling health issues the entire meet. 
Fitzgerald picked at least 101 win-
ners in each of the last six seasons, 
including a remarkable 121 (and a 33 
percent strike rate) in 2012 when The 
Special did not publish a Monday 
edition or put picks online. 

A resident of West Seattle, Wash., 
with her 30-year partner in life, travel 
and business, Johnine Larsen, Gaile 
was born in Sacramento, Ca., and 
was the daughter of the late Charlie 
(Mert) and Thelma Fitzgerald. An 
obituary circulated on social media 
by Larsen said her middle name, Ani-
ta, came from Santa Anita Park.

Romp ran in his first Breeders’ 
Cup Marathon in 2010, the inaugu-
ral running of the 1 3/4-mile stakes 
best known that year for the post-race 
near brawl by jockeys Calvin Borel 
and Javier Castellano. Romp finished 
ninth of 12 that day, but returned to 
the Marathon at Santa Anita in 2012 
and finished eighth. He also finished 

second in that year’s Grade 3 Sunset Handicap at 
Hollywood Park.

Romp raced for a partnership that included Sis-
ters in Racing, a syndicate that Fitzgerald co-owned 
and managed.

In addition to thriving in the equestrian world, 
Fitzgerald participated in a large and loving tennis 
community and served as captain of her USTA team.

Always inspiring fun and always up for travel, 
Fitzgerald had friends throughout the West and East 
Coasts, loved a good mystery, filled her home with 
art produced by cherished friends and was a gener-
ous advocate for animal rights. Ruby, Gaile’s dog, 
lived a well-loved life.

A Real Winnerinthepaddock
BY TOM LAW

Tod Marks
Gaile Fitzgerald’s favorite horse Romp.

https://www.americasbestracing.net/
http://horseracingradio.net/
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Anna Hollander

Licensed Massage Therapist

(518) 488-7950

BodyByAnna.com
2160 Rowley Rd, 
Saratoga Springs, NY

by Eric S. Kozlowski
When Harry’s college roommate introduces 
him to high-stakes gambling at Saratoga, it 
leads to his complicity in rigged races and the 
fixed World Series of 1919. Will Harry’s 
addictions turn him into a hopeless long-shot? 
Or will he be given one last chance to beat the 
odds?

Available at  Lulu.com:

Loyalty.  Service.  Consistency.

I realized when Tracy first walked into my Belmont office 12 
years ago that she had a great idea.  Every detail I threw out, 
she had covered and has continued to develop and create an 
amazing program.

 –  Linda Rice

“

TLore is a Thoroughbred Racehorse Management 
Service. For more information contact Tracy Attfield

(954) 647-3220   |   TLore.net

“

TLore
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“OK, you’ve had about 315 days to think about 
it. You good, or have you put it in the I’ll get to it 
file?” 

That was the text from my friend Allan Lavin 
at 6:10 Thursday morning. Far from good, I hadn’t 
written a word, today’s Cup of Coffee was filed 
– buried – in the, ‘I’ll get to it file.’ I had thought 
about the words to fill this space on the farm this 
summer, on the drive up the Northway Tuesday and 
some more Wednesday while we positioned the can-
non for another year – our 18th as a newspaper. 
Squarely behind a long list of tasks, nothing had 
been decided, nothing had been typed. Writers need 
deadlines like addicts need fixes and here comes the 
first deadline, looming large and getting larger. Tom 
Law types, my brother Joe groans and I begin to feel 
the pressure, realizing that I had squandered 315 
days.

Despite thinking about this empty editorial spot 
in the back of The Special, I hadn’t come up with 
a plan, an idea, an approach, relying on the ‘it’ll-
write-itself’ crutch that felt so secure a few days ago 
and so wobbly now. 

The first one is about returning to Saratoga, 
right? I’ve written the same column every year since 
we started this madness back in 2001. You know 
the one, the sky’s the limit, the game is afoot, the 
Adirondack air, the magical and inspiring spell of 
Saratoga. Yes, things have changed and Saratoga 
has changed, but it’s changed less than most things 
in this ever-turbulent world. I go for a walk, look 
around, note the changes, see old friends, reminisce 
about old memories, dream up new ones and wrap 
it all up in 800 words. Done and dusted. Yes, that’s 
the column you expect to read and I expect to write. 

I’ll admit, the walk got a late start after Tom, Joe 
and I did a Wednesday night podcast at Henry Street 
Taproom (there’s a column in there somewhere), 
but I did go for the walk Thursday morning. With a 

golf cart on the other side of Union Avenue, walking 
is the only mode of transportation on the first morn-
ing. I should get out of the cart more often, it slows 
down the morning, slows down your thoughts, hard 
to write notes, but easy to make notes.  

I walk from my rented ranch house on Caro-
line, through Chad Brown’s annex, past a bay and 
a chestnut turning left and through outdoor dining 
nooks erected by the backstretch workers who man-
age to make homes out of hovels. I skirt past the 
Oklahoma Annex where I have so many memories 
– selling lemonade, walking hots for Dad and gal-
loping horses for a couple of Hall of Fame heroes. I 
hear Jeremiah Englehart instruct jockeys on a gate 
work, watch Nick Santagata bolt out the gap on an 
orangutan who wants to be anywhere else, catch up 

with Tiller and Ben working hard for The 
Special. I tell jump jockey war stories to 
Ron Anderson and Joel Rosario.  

I amble along the outside rail of the 
Oklahoma, pick up a plastic bottle that’s 
about to wind up on the track and think 
about Bill Graves and Gaile Fitzgerald, 
old friends who aren’t here this year, I 
shake my head thinking about what they 
would have done for just one more Sara-
toga. 

George and Cindy Weaver wait near 
the seven-eighths pole, they’re getting 
along well this morning – I always ask 
– and we talk about our kids, our hors-
es. Eddie King, the young one, walks past 
and offers the quote of the meet before a 
race has been run when I ask him what 
he’s doing. He says without a hesitation, 
“I’m working for Cindy.” George laughs, 
“You got that right, you’re working for 
Cindy.” King walks toward the gap, 
“Great kid,” the Weavers say in unison.

I shake hands with John Velazquez, 
Steve Rushing, who I haven’t seen in 

months, maybe even 10 ½ months from the time we 
left this same playground last summer. I stroll to the 
clockers’ stand, chat with Adam Newman, Bryan 
Walls and the clockers who literally make this place 
tick. Through the barns, past the kitchen and to-
ward Union Avenue, Tom stops and we discuss the 
status of the paper. He asks me about my column, I 
laugh, “Writing it.” 

Across Union Avenue, I make a big loop, check 
in on a horse and meet two babies, Leigh Delacour 
and Tiffany Webb, proud mothers and hard work-
ers all at the same time. Heading home, I buy two 
oranges, get handed a free burrito and come up with 
an answer for Lavin. 

Yeah, I’m good. Now. 

315 to 1cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

When it comes to helping our clients, 
Brown Advisory never rests.

(800)-645-3923
www.brownadvisory.com

Connie Bush

http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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PROVEN SUCCESS AT SARATOGA
IN 2017, KEENELAND SEPTEMBER SALES GRADUATES POSTED  

14 GRADED STAKES WINS AT SARATOGA—INCLUDING 7 GRADE 1 WINS.

LE ARN MORE AT SEPTEMBER.KEENEL AND.COM

LADY ELI
Diana S. (G1)

DREFONG
Forego S. (G1)

ABEL TASMAN
Coaching Club  

American Oaks (G1)

WEST COAST
Travers S. (G1)

PRACTICAL JOKE
H. Allen Jerkens S. (G1)

SPORTING CHANCE
Hopeful S. (G1)

LADY IVANKA
Spinaway S. (G1)

http://www.keeneland.com/


EMBRACE THE RACE®
327 Broadway

Saratoga Springs

embracetherace.com

Wear What You Love™

Now on Broadway.

https://embracetherace.com/



