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REMEMBERING BOB FORTUS
My Italian Rabbi prevails in Stillwater

Oy, Paisan
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BY THE NUMBERS
1: Saratoga Special team member using a pitch fork and wheelbarrow on the backside Thursday 
morning; there was an incident between a truck and a manure pit and hey, everybody has to do 
their part sometimes.

2: Exercise riders at D. Wayne Lukas’ barn reading books after training hours Thursday morn-
ing. Yes, books! 

32: Construction vehicles on the job on the new Fair Hill turf course project (you’re going to 
love it) in Maryland Wednesday morning.

17: Construction vehicles moving at the same time (imagine all the beeping) on the job on the 
new Fair Hill turf course project in Maryland Wednesday morning. 

17:27: Time run by Tyler Vega – good for first place overall in a field of 4,340 – in the Boiler-
maker 5K Sunday. Vega, of Elkton, Md., is the son of jockeys Harry Vega and Amy DuRoss Vega 
and a senior-to-be at Elkton High (look out Maryland cross-country teams).

100: Pounds of carrots on a golf cart by the Morning Line Kitchen Thursday morning.

75: Horses owned by Esteban Vargas, owner of Rick Violette Stakes winner Sky Of Hook, in 
Puerto Rico.

NAMES OF THE DAY
Dearly Declared, third race. Sackatoga’s filly is by Declaration Of War out of Near And Dear.

Pillar Mountain, seventh race. Team Valor’s colt is by Kodiak. If you want to get away, go hike 
Pillar Mountain, near the town of Kodiak, Alaska.

here&there...at Saratoga

Darley

Bernardini has more G1 
victories and more Graded Stakes
victories at Saratoga in the past
decade than any other stallion.

The Sara-go-to stallion

Connie Bush
Flower Power. Floral designer Sue Garrett (center) supervises her husband Tom 
and Gerette Verbanic while putting together the blanket of flowers for Sea Hero’s paddock 
statue – in the Rokeby Stable colors – this week.

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/bernardini?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Bernardini&utm_campaign=Stallions
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COOL FACT OF THE DAY
Luis Saez rode trainer Rick Violette’s final winner (Byself at Belmont Park Oct. 14, 2018) and 
booted home Sky Of Hook in the inaugural running of the Rick Violette Stakes at Saratoga Race 
Course Wednesday.

LICENSE PLATES OF THE DAY
COLTS, New York. SIGN IT, Connecticut.
 

WORTH REPEATING
“You got me in trouble; I need to proofread your stuff before it goes in the paper.” 

Al Gold to The Special’s Tom Law after the Opening Day Fasig-Tipton Stable Tour 
included light-hearted comments about Mrs. Ramona G., named for Gold’s wife

“The problem is they’re so fast and never get tired whereas we’re aren’t fast and get tired easy.”
West Point Thoroughbreds’ Joe Migliore on the respective teams 

for the jockeys vs. horsemen charity basketball game   

“They trusted the process.”
Migliore, on the remake – and competitiveness – of the jockeys’ basketball team

“I want the same appearance fee as Rashard Lewis.”
Assistant starter Jimmy Moore, on whether he’s playing 

 in the jockeys vs. horseman basketball game

“I’d be honored.”
Jim Mulvihill, a proud alumni member of The Special, when asked to 

write a piece about late turf writer Bob Fortus (see page 24)

here&there...at Saratoga

Tod Marks
Reading Room. Trainer Charlton Baker takes a break with The Special. 

 Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager  (859) 224-4585    www.shadwellfarm.com

ALBERTUS MAXIMUS
Sire of Seven   

$100,000+ Earners 

G1 Millionaire  
Breeders’ Cup  

Dirt Mile  
Winner 

80% Won/Placed 
Four SWs including a G1 Winner

https://shadwellfarm.com/


5Friday, July 19, 2019 The SaraToga Special

Maryland Sire Showcase
OVER $1 MILLION IN PURSES 

• A FULL CARD OF RACING FOR MARYLAND MILLION-SIRED HORSES •

Pre-Entry Deadline October 9

Check eligibility at MarylandMillion.com

Pre-Entry Deadline October 9
1-800-638-1859 Racing Office & entries direct line

Check eligibility at MarylandMillion.com
Or call 410-252-2100 • Pre-Entry Books available soon 

Got a  

Maryland-sired  

horse in your stable?

https://marylandmillion.com/
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WORTH REPEATING
“I was thinking about running him on the grass because he worked very good on the grass.”

Trainer Rudy Rodriguez, about Rick Violette winner Sky Of Hook

“That was his final move.”
Rodriguez, referring to the late Rick Violette and the downpour during the race 

“This is only my second win at Saratoga. This place is strong.”
Esteban Vargas, after winning the Rick Violette with Sky Of Hook

“I missed Sunday’s. What did The Chief say in a nutshell?”
Trainer Phil Gleaves

“I’ve finally found the right way to travel around here. I’ve reduced my carbon footprint, I’m 
much more aware of my surroundings, I get places faster . . . and nobody asks for a ride.”

Gleaves, pedaling a bicycle through the stable area

“Miss you too.”
The Paper Lady, when told she was missed 

“It’s not my turn yet.”
Jockey Kendrick Carmouche, on whether he had anything for Worth Repeating

POEM OF THE DAY
It’s that Special

A newbie walks the Saratoga stands,
Fifteen years ago and thinks it grand.
He spies a rack with papers stacked,

They say they’re “Special.” He grabs a pack.
Handicappers’ picks. Stable tours.

Words from the Chief and each day’s scores.
A Cup of Coffee. Worth Repeating.
Hear & There, tell the race meeting.

After that first visit to the Spa,
I ask myself, “How to connect to it all?”

Back in PA, I listen to Byk.
Interviews with Johnny do the trick.
But what about the backside scene?
Who really covers the daily routine?
Tom Law and the brothers Clancy,
Saw a need and took a chance see,
To write about the Spa’s special gift, 

And send it to us all in a pdf.

– Shawn Meyers

here&there...at SaratogaCountry Life Farm 
Racing Partnerships

Now Offering: MOSLER SAFE LLC. 
Ten shares at $4,500 each for the Maryland-bred yearling colt by War Front’s 

stakes-winning son MOSLER. Expenses of $200-$300 per month until MOSLER 
SAFE races next year. Purchased for $45,000 at Fasig-Tipton Kentucky July select 

yearling sale. No markup. 60% Majority Rule. Call to hold a share.
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Josh Pons 443-807-0644   v  Mike Pons 410-459-8517 
Christy Holden 410-808-1325  v  Bel Air, MD 21014  

410-879-1952  v  info@countrylifefarm.com  v  countrylifefarm.com 

For information, visit countrylifefarm.com

“I’d been away from the track for five or six years. I came to visit for a few days 
and went to see the Chief. I went and found some boots and a helmet and said, 
‘Can I get on a horse while I’m here?’ He said, ‘All right, go ahead and get on 
that horse. Wait for the rider to come back and then you’ll switch. The rider 
didn’t come back for a while and he said, ‘Jog him twice around Clare Court.’ 
The horse was Chief Master. I did that and I was already ready to fall down. 
Next thing I know he tells me to bring him out here and breeze five-eighths. 
He gave me a time to go in, probably the time he knew the horse would go in 
anyway. The pony took me to the pole and picked me up afterward because I 
had absolutely no muscle left. He let me breeze the horse, and he was running 
in a stake like five days later. I couldn’t believe it. I asked him, ‘How could you 
let someone who hasn’t been on a horse in years breeze a stake horse?’ He said, 
‘Sometimes when you haven’t done something in 
a long time, the first time you do it back, you do it 
perfectly. After that, it’s downhill from there.’ ” 

 – Trainer Leah Gyarmati, 
about her mentor Allen Jerkens

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“The other horse did all the dirty work.  

I have to thank Bruce, l have to take him to dinner.”
Trainer Rudy Rodriguez, after the Bruce Brown-trained Mission Wrapitup 

softened up frontrunner Listentoyourheart in the Rick Violette 

Headley Bell: 859-221-5108 • Price Bell: 859-321-5117

http://www.countrylifefarm.com/
http://www.nicoma.com/
https://www.brookledge.com/
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The Chief . . . Day 6
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– Trainer Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

“Duck Butter was a great groom. I said to him, ‘Who’s the best trainer you’ve seen in your life?’ 
He’d say, ‘W. . . P. . . Burch.’ I said, ‘Why W.P. Burch?’ He said, ‘If he told you a horse would win, 
he would win. Period.’ I said, ‘Most of the time, huh?’ He said, ‘Not most of the time. All the time.’ 
I said, ‘He never got it wrong?’ He said, ‘Never.’ When he said, W.P. Burch, 
he thought about it for a split second and said, ‘You’s OK too.’ 
I put a horse in his stall when he had the day off. He came in, 
he said, ‘Who’s that in my stall?’ I said that’s, ‘Prove Out.’ 
He said, ‘Yeah, where he pull grass at?’ ”

www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Proud to support 
Thoroughbred aftercare

Photo of 
the Day

Pinhooking  
Partnerships

2-year-olds   
in training sales

Yearling to  
2-year-old prep

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com

Presented by

island living

CONNIE BUSH

http://www.bonaventurestables.com/
http://kirkwoodstables.com/
https://nytha.com/
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Pillows, pillows and more pillows. Walk up 
Jimmy Toner’s shedrow on the main track and 
that’s what you’ll see. The horses in the stalls 
are knee deep in straw that spills out into neat 
pillows like all the barns did way back when. 

Old school as can be in today’s era, Toner 
approaches the 2019 Saratoga meet like any 
other. He’s been here for nearly four decades 
– back to 1983 when he won the Grade 3 Ad-
irondack and Grade 1 Spinaway in a 10-day 
span with Buzz My Bell – and knows the drill.

“Next week will be a busy week for us,” 
Toner said in his usual shade-covered spot in 
the heart of the backstretch of the main track. “As 
we go along, when you run at Belmont toward the 
end you’ve got to wait for that cycle to come back 
so you can run here. Then hopefully by the time 
you get them going some of the 2-year-olds will be 
ready to roll. That’s how it goes up here.” 

Assisted by Austin Trites, Toner brought his usual 
string of about 15 that includes famous lead pony 
Wabbajack to Saratoga. Toner’s Saratoga history 
goes back even further than Buzz My Bell, who pro-
duced 1996 Kentucky Derby winner Grindstone. 

“I’ve been two places before I was in this barn. 
I was in the first barn up there (by the Morning 
Line Kitchen) and the second year I was down by 
the (far) turn. After that we came here to this barn. 
Buzz My Bell was here and that would have been 
’83. I was up here before that though. Back then we 
saddled under the trees, there was no fencing and 
just people walking around.”

Toner walked from one end of the shed to the 
other, stepping around and on top of the straw pil-
lows, with The Special’s Tom Law last Saturday to 
talk about the Saratoga string. 

Fortune’s Fool: Maiden winner two starts back for Art 
Watson’s Burning Daylight Farm occupies stall next to office, 
inhabited in recent years by Winter Memories, Recepta and 
Time And Motion. Three-year-old Arch gelding cost $130,000 
at 2017 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga select yearling sale. “I’m sur-
prised there’s no filly in that stall. That’s probably the first time. 
He was second last time at Belmont to a nice horse trained by 
Kiaran McLaughlin (Endorsed) and had won the time before. 
He’s going to run the 27th in an allowance race. He’s doing 
really well. Pretty consistent, nice horse.” 

Hawkish: Last year’s Grade 2 Penn Mile Stakes winner re-
laxed at the back of his stall after his first morning training 

in Saratoga. Owned by AJ Suited Racing, Robert LaPenta and 
Madaket Stables, 4-year-old Artie Schiller gelding is 4-for-7 
with $466,900 in earnings. “He just got in after having throat 
surgery about a month ago. He looks good, everything went 
well, scoped good, just started back training. Maybe we’ll try 
to make the Bernard Baruch with him. He was off a month and 
he acts like he wants to go. We took him over to Clare Court 
and he was jumping, feeling around, doing good. He was only 
getting 20 percent capacity of his air. And he won a stakes last 
time with that. Any more than that we’ll be in good shape.”

Hunter O’Riley: The big horse. Sean Shay’s and Mike Ry-
an’s 6-year-old Tiz Wonderful gelding won the Grade 1 Unit-
ed Nations June 22 at Monmouth Park for his second graded 
stakes victory. Before the Grade 2 Bowling Green here in 2017 
Toner made a deal that if he won he’d rent a golf cart for staffer 
Elsa Lorieul. The horse won and Toner made good. “Here’s the 
big boy. He ran a great race, Paco (Lopez) rode a superb race 
on him and he’s doing super. This time I don’t know what it 
will cost me; the last time it cost me a golf cart. Hopefully she 
doesn’t come up with anything else. It won’t be a car. She al-
ready has a car. I know I’m not making any more deals.” 

Tip At Tapit: Phillips Racing Partnership’s homebred Tapit 
filly broke her maiden in her fourth start going 1 1/16 miles on 
the turf at Monmouth June 28. Decked out in a special blanket, 
3-year-old filly was backed up to her stall’s door frame and 
webbing. “She’s been a project in the making but finally we got 
the job done. Every time you get close to running she comes 
up with something else. It’s a foot, it’s a rash, it’s an ankle, 
whatever she can possibly do to drive me nuts she does. She 
keeps finding things. You see this? See what she’s doing? We 
have a special made blanket for her because she wants to rub 
her rear end here. All day long. What happened is she made 
herself raw and she got a rash over here from rubbing. It’s 
like diapers.” Trites offers his methodology for dealing with 
the filly: “Sometimes you just say you can’t win you’ve got to 
outsmart them, right?” Toner later explained how they tried to 
handle her this winter at Palm Meadows: “I put her in a padded 
stall. We padded it all the way around. There was one space 
over in the corner that I didn’t do. It was this big (Toner holds 

his hands a foot apart). You know where she was the next 
day? In the corner. I’ve never had a horse like that. I’ve 
had her ovaries checked, we have her on Regu-Mate. A 
lot of horses have these mental habits. It’s a like a horse 
weaving or a stall walker. You can see it in her eyes.”

Coffee Crush: Bobby Flay’s 4-year-old Medaglia d’Oro 
filly is back in the barn after some R&R at Bruce Jack-
son’s Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center. She was eased in 
the $100,000 Lady’s Secret Stakes at Monmouth June 22. 
“We ran her on the dirt last time then I sent her back to 
Fair Hill to try to freshen her up. The dirt wasn’t a good 
experience for her. She’ll be fine.” 

Whatdoesasharksay: Burning Daylight Farms’ 3-year-old 
filly by Animal Kingdom is out of Ask The Question. She’s nick-
named Baby Shark or just Shark, according to Lorieul. Toner 
hopes for some improvement from seventh, fourth and fifth in 
three maiden races. “She ran the last week at Belmont, even. 
She wants to go further. Art Watson’s grandkids named her.”

Sweet Timing: Ryan’s 3-year-old Kitten’s Joy filly breezed 
once at Belmont since returning from time off following a sev-
enth in Gulfstream Park maiden Jan. 2. “She came up with 
some issues so I gave her the winter off and now she’s back.”

Hampton Point: Magic Cap Stables bought 4-year-old Lem-
on Drop Kid gelding back for $80,000 at Fasig-Tipton Kentucky 
horses of racing age sale July 8. Winner of maiden claiming 
race May 16 at Belmont, he finished second in a starter allow-
ance there June 15. “He was in the sale two weeks ago and he 
just got back in. No change in ownership, they just bought a 
partner out. He’ll run here soon. There was a race (opening) 
week but I felt it was a little close. I want him to get over the 
trip and all. Down there it was hot, on and off the van, he got 
a little tired.”

Violet Blue: Ryan’s 5-year-old Americain mare finished 
fourth in optional going 11 furlongs on grass June 14. She’s 
entered going same distance on the grass in today’s seventh. 
“Hard knocker and as steady as they come. She was beat about 
a length, went up into a hole and they started closing up and 
she got checked. Ran a good race. Solid, tries every time.”

Betsy’s Beau: Jerry Weiss’ New York-bred 3-year-old 
cooled out and got a bath during the tour, not long after he 
breezed in :51.60 on the Oklahoma turf that morning. “He 
breezed well and we’re hopeful. Turf sprinter, he’s by Elusive 
Quality out of an Unbridled’s Song mare.” 

Slip Sliding Away: Burning Daylight Farm bought 2-year-
old American Pharoah filly privately after she RNA’d for 
$145,000 at Fasig-Tipton Midlantic May sale. She’s out of the 

Every day at Saratoga, The Special  
presents an exclusive Stable Tour 

with a Saratoga trainer.

See thisishorseracing.com for more.

with  
Jimmy Toner

Sean Clancy

http://www.fasigtipton.com/
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Grade 3-winning Belong To Me mare Leading 
Astray and breezed a half in :52.65 on the grass 
July 14. “The kids named this one, too. Nice fil-
ly. She’s a little on the small side but has some 
quality to her. She does everything the right 
way, she really does. She’ll run here.”

Mominou: Shay’s 4-year-old Congrats filly 
went in :37.25 for 3 furlongs on the Oklahoma 
turf. One of nine entered in Sunday’s $200,000 
Caress Stakes sprinting on the grass. “She’s 
doing great, tries hard all the time. We’re excit-
ed for that race after she finished third at Mon-
mouth last time.” 

Glynn County: Ryan bought 2-year-old un-
raced Kitten’s Joy colt for $80,000 in April. He’s 
worked five times since arriving from Ston-
estreet Training Center in late May, including 
half in :49.78 July 13. “He’s grass but it was a 
nice breeze. A really nice breeze.”
 
Fly Fight Win: Joe Allen’s homebred 2-year-
old filly by War Front out of winning Pulpit mare 
Doo Lang. “We just got her in a couple weeks 
ago, she breezed twice (at Belmont). Nice fil-
ly. Hopefully we get to run her before we leave. 
This is the first time I’ve had horses for Joe Al-
len. I’ve known him for 40 years. I got two in 
from him, one we stopped on, backed off and 
this one breezed and we’ll breeze again soon.”

Mischief Afoot: The lone member of the 
string with a full screen, 2-year-old Into Mis-
chief colt eyes his visitors before losing interest. 
“Art Watson bought him last year. He breezed 
a half-mile out of the gate with Glynn County. 
He’d like to get into some mischief, that’s why I 
have the screen up. He wants to be a boy. A bad 
boy sometimes, but he’s OK.”

Coin The Phrase: A J Suited’s homebred 
Goldencents filly started at Crupi’s New Castle 
Farm before shipping north to Toner’s string at 
Belmont, where she breezed seven times. She 
went a half in :49.73 on the main track July 14. 
“She’s not too far from running. She’s quick, 
looks like she’ll have some speed. Should be 
running in the next couple of weeks. The Gold-
encentses have been running pretty good.”

Global Exchange: Third here last season, 
Exchange Rate filly returned this spring at Bel-
mont and finished third and fifth in 6-furlong 
turf maiden races at Belmont. “She came up 
with some physical issues so we gave her the 
winter off and brought her back. She’ll hopefully 
run here on the 28th. Doing well.” 

Savvy Cairo: Maiden 3-year-old by Cairo 
Prince is out of her stall at the end of the barn. 
She’s 0-for-2 for Louis Lazzinnaro, John D’Am-
ato, Albert Frassetto and Lindy Farms, but fin-
ished fourth in debut at 6 furlongs on the dirt. 
“We’re trying to find the right spot for her. She 
just breezed on the grass (half in :51.60). 

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

H e l p i n g  o u r  c l i e n t s ,  
a n d  t h e i r  h o r s e s ,  s u c c e e d  a t  t h e  

h i g h e s t  l e v e l s  i n  r a c i n g .

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses  

include 63 individual Grade 1 winners.

Just some of the races they’ve won.

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

A . G .  VA N D E R B I LT 

A LC I B I A D E S

A R L I N G TO N  M I L L I O N  

AW E S O M E  AG A I N 

B E L M O N T  D E R BY

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  C L A S S I C

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  T U R F  ( 2 )

BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY & MARE TURF 

D E L AWA R E  H A N D I C A P 

D O N N  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

D U B A I  W O R L D  C U P

F LO R I DA  D E R BY

F R A N K  K I L R O E  M I L E 

F R I Z E T T E

G A R D E N  C I T Y

G R A N D  N AT I O N A L  H U R D L E

H A S K E L L  I N V I TAT I O N A L

H O L LY W O O D  T U R F  C U P

I R O Q U O I S  H U R D L E  ( 2 )

J O E  H I R S C H  T U R F  C L A S S I C  ( 2 )

K E N T U C K Y  D E R BY  ( 2 )

K I N G ’ S  B I S H O P

LO N E S O M E  G LO R Y  H U R D L E

M A K E R ’ S  4 6  M I L E  ( 3 )

M A N H AT TA N  ( 2 )

M A N  O ’  WA R  ( 4 )

M AT R I A R C H  ( 2 )

M E T R O P O L I TA N  M I L E

N E A R C T I C  S TA K E S

P R I O R E S S

Q U E E N  E L I Z A B E T H  I I

S H A D W E L L  T U R F  M I L E

S P I N AWAY  ( 2 )

S P I N S T E R

S W O R D  DA N C E R  ( 4 )

T E S T

U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  ( 2 )

VA N I T Y  H A N D I C A P

W H I T N E Y  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

W O O D  M E M O R I A L

http://fairhilletc.com/
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I N TO  M I S C H I E F s p e n d t h r i f t f a r m . c o m

In the last 5 years, 
no active sire has more 
2YO Sale Toppers: 

$1,800,000   ’19 F-T Midlantic

$1,300,000   ’19 OBS April

$1,200,000   ’18 F-T Gulfstream

$900,000       ’19 OBS June

The New York Racing Association 
cancelled Saturday’s racing program 
at Saratoga Race Course due to ex-
cessive heat forecast for the region, 
opting instead to move the 11 races 
to Sunday.

The move creates a 13-race Sunday 
program, starting with an allowance 
hurdle (rescheduled from Wednesday 
due to rain) at 12:20 p.m. and ending 
with the Shuvee Stakes at  7:20.

NYRA made the decision with the 
New York Thoroughbred Horsemen’s 
Association and under the advice and 
recommendation of the New York 
State Gaming Commission. 

“This is a responsible and pru-
dent decision that aligns with our 
New York Racetrack Heat Manage-

ment Protocol designed to ensure safe 
racing for all participants,” said Dr. 
Scott Palmer, NYSGC equine medical 
director. 

The National Weather Service is 
predicting heat indices for Saturday 
ranging from 105-110 degrees, which 
is derived from the combined effects 
of air temperature, wind speed and 
humidity.

“Working in consultation with NY-
THA and following the recommenda-
tion of Dr. Palmer, we are cancelling 
Saturday’s card in the best interests of 
the safety of our equine athletes and 
horsemen,” said NYRA CEO & Pres-
ident Dave O’Rourke. “Assessing the 
safety of racing conditions, including 
weather, racing surfaces and raceday 

scrutiny, is of the utmost importance 
to NYRA and our industry partners.”

Training will be permitted Satur-
day on the main track and Oklahoma 
training track.

“We fully support the sensible de-
cision reached in consultation with all 
parties to ensure a safe racing arena 
for our beloved equine athletes,” said 
NYTHA President Joe Appelbaum.

The last time an entire Saratoga 

racing card was canceled because of 
extreme heat was on Aug. 2, 2006, 
when temperatures rose to the upper 
90s and the heat index measured as 
high as 110 degrees.

Saratoga Race Course and Bel-
mont Park will be closed on Saturday 
for simulcasting. Aqueduct Racetrack 
will be open for simulcasting, with 
online wagering available through 
NYRA Bets.

Heat cancels
Saturday card
Races shifted to expanded Sunday

Sunday Racing Lineup
Race .... Race type ............................................................ Post time
1.............$65,000 Allowance hurdle ....................................................... 12:20 p.m.
2.............$35,000 Claiming ..................................................................... 12:55 p.m.
3.............$55,000 Maiden claiming turf .................................................. 1:30 p.m.
4.............$500,000 Coaching Club American Oaks (G1) 3YOF 1 1/8M ... 2:07 p.m.
5.............$90,000 Maiden special weight turf ......................................... 2:44 p.m.
6.............$48,000 Claiming turf .............................................................. 3:20 p.m.
7.............$90,000 Maiden special weight turf ......................................... 3:56 p.m.
8.............$90,000 Maiden special weight 2YO ........................................ 4:32 p.m.
9.............$92,000 Allowance turf ............................................................ 5:09 p.m.
10...........$95,000 Allowance/optional claiming ...................................... 5:43 p.m.
11...........$200,000 Caress Stakes F&M turf 5 1/2F ................................ 6:16 p.m.
12...........$80,000 Allowance turf NYB .................................................... 6:48 p.m.
13...........$200,000 Shuvee Stakes (G3) F&M 1 1/8M ............................ 7:20 p.m.

SARATOGA SPECIAL SCHEDULE: Saturday/Sunday double issue  
publishes Saturday. No edition Sunday.

http://www.spendthriftfarm.com/
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Facebook, yelp, Instagram, Tri-
pAdvisor

BY TOM LAW
Keep those pens and pencils handy 

if you plan to play today’s Grade 3 
Lake George Stakes on the grass.

Changes are imminent at Saratoga 
Race Course and not only with the 
postponement of Saturday’s Coach-
ing Club American Oaks Day card to 
Sunday due to anticipation of exces-
sive heat. The $150,000 Lake George 
for 3-year-old fillies will most likely 
see some significant changes and an 
even shorter field than the seven on 
the overnight.

Espresso Shot, entered for the 
main track only and even-money if 
she were to run, will no doubt scratch 
without significant rain in today’s 
forecast. Two other runners, Winter 

Sunset and Stillwater Cove, weren’t 
on the grounds Thursday and are also 
expected to scratch. 

That leaves three Chad Brown 
trainees who won stakes in their most 
recent starts – Regal Glory, Dogtag 
and Blowout – to take on the lone 
graded stakes winner of the bunch in 
The Mackem Bullet. 

Trainer Wesley Ward entered The 
Mackem Bullet, winner of the Grade 
2 Appalachian Stakes in April, and 
Stillwater Cove from his Keeneland 
base but only shipped the former 
from Lexington for today’s 1-mile Keeneland Photo

The Mackem Bullet (right) comes to Saratoga off a stakes win at Keeneland.

LAKE GEORGE STAKES PREVIEW

Change Afoot
Short field likely as four fillies 
eye Grade 3 turf test at the Spa

Continued On Page 13 

http://ihdvstallions.com/weekend-hideaway.html
https://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
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turf stakes. The 3-year-old Irish-bred 
daughter of Society Rock relaxed in 
her stall in Ward’s barn on the back-
stretch of the Saratoga main track 
Thursday morning while a set of three 
walked the woodchip ring under the 
trees before going to train. 

The Mackem Bullet arrived Mon-
day, one of several runners in Ward’s 
care that will ship in for a race at 
Saratoga and ship out shortly after. 

“She’s even got her regular rider 
with her,” said Ollie Sangster, Ward’s 
assistant tending the revolving Sarato-
ga string. “He’s come here especially 
to ride her. He gets on well with her.”

The Mackem Bullet started her ca-
reer in England for trainer Brian Elli-
son, winning her third start at Carlisle 
before placing in three group stakes. 

Two of the placings came in the 
Group 1 Juddmonte Cheveley Park 
Stud Stakes and Group 2 Sky Bet 
Lowther Stakes behind Fairyland, 
who competed in two European clas-
sics this spring before taking on older 
males in the Group 1 King’s Stand at 
Royal Ascot and Group 1 Darley July 
Cup at Newmarket. 

The Mackem Bullet came to the 
U.S. last fall and finished sixth in the 
Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies 
Turf at Churchill Downs before join-
ing Ward’s string. She won her first 
start for the new connections by 10 
1/2 lengths going 1 mile New Year’s 
Eve on Turfway Park’s synthetic Pol-
ytrack. She didn’t fare as well in her 
next start, against males in the John 
Battaglia Memorial, when she fin-
ished fourth but bounced back with a 
victory in the Appalachian over a soft 
course at Keeneland.

The winning effort, a 1 1/4-length 
score over Lake George entrant Regal 
Glory, temped Ward to take her back 
overseas.

“She was going to go to Ascot and 
that didn’t happen,” Sangster said. 
“Wesley didn’t want to push her for 
anything else and just thought he’d 
wait for this. She was going pretty 
nice at Keeneland; then it was maybe 
Ascot, maybe not. That’s fine.”

NYRA’s oddsmaker pegged The 
Mackem Bullet as the fourth choice 
behind Espresso Shot, 2-1 Blowout, 
5-2 Dogtag and 7-2 Regal Glory. 

Blowout looks to give owner Pe-

ter Brant and Brown a second graded 
stakes victory on the grass after Sis-
tercharlie’s title defense in the Grade 
1 Diana last weekend. The 3-year-old 
English-bred Dansili filly comes in off 
a victory in the Wild Applause at Bel-
mont Park June 22. 

Dogtag returns off a longer layoff. 
She won the Hilltop Stakes on the 
Black-Eyed Susan Day undercard at 
Pimlico Race Course May 17. LNJ 
Foxwoods’ homebred daughter of 
War Front returned to win that 1-mile 
turf stakes off nearly eight months on 
the sidelines following a fourth in the 
Grade 2 Miss Grillo at Belmont. Dog-
tag won the P.G. Johnson to break her 
maiden last summer at Saratoga.

“She didn’t like the soft ground,” 
LNJ’s Jaime Roth said of the Miss 
Grillo. “Also maybe she was starting 
(to tail off). Her coat wasn’t at her 
best and we thought maybe it was 
time to give her some time off. 

“She’s a big filly. I didn’t even know 
she’d run at 2 so we gave her some 
time off. We sent her to Stonestreet 
(in Ocala) and she matured physically 
and mentally there. They did a great 
job with her there.”

Paul Pompa Jr.’s homebred Regal 
Glory bounced back from her sec-
ond in the Appalachian to win the 
$200,000 Penn Oaks June 1, her 
second stakes victory following the 
Stewart Manor last fall at Aqueduct. 

Lake George –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Dogtag is part of the Lake George field.

thisishorseracing.com
 Home of The Special 

& a lot more
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Friday, July 19.

1ST (1:00PM). $42,000, MCL $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Gratto Swing .................. R. Maragh ........................ G. Grant ...................... 30-1
2  ..... 2 ............Quintarelli ....................... J. Martinez ....................... J. Ferraro .................... 20-1
3  ..... 3 ............Legion Storm ................. L. Saez ............................. R. Atras ........................ 9-5
4  ..... 4 ............Ridolfo ........................... B. Hernandez ................... G. Sciacca .................. 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Bourbon Mission ............ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 1-1
6  ..... 6 ............Lorcan ............................ D. Davis ........................... B. Levine ...................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Therisastormbrewin ....... M. Luzzi ........................... C. Baker ........................ 8-1

2ND (1:36PM). $52,000, CLM $25,000, 3 YO, F , 7F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............L. A. Page ....................... L. Saez ............................. J. Englehart ................ 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Movie Score ................... J. Rosario ........................ J. Ryerson .................. 20-1
3  ..... 3 ............First Forever ................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Atras ........................ 3-1
4  ..... 4 ............Bronco Sally ................... J. Alvarado ...................... B. Brown ...................... 9-2
5  ..... 5 ............Queen Kahen .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Rice .......................... 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Carrizo ........................... K. Carmouche .................. D. Gargan ..................... 8-5
7  ..... 7 ............Destiny Over Fate ........... C. Landeros ..................... A. Quartarolo ................ 4-1

3RD (2:12PM). $78,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Dearly Declared .............. J. Alvarado ...................... B. Tagg ......................... 4-1
2  ..... 2 ............Kitty Therapy .................. J. Velazquez ..................... M. Nevin ..................... 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............The Great Johanna ......... R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Ferraro .................... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Paradiso ......................... D. Davis ........................... T. Hills ........................ 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Doll ................................ M. Franco ........................ J. Servis ....................... 7-2
6  ..... 6 ............J J Jen ........................... J. Lezcano ....................... M. Hennig .................. 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Plink Freud ..................... J. Rosario ........................ T. Bush ......................... 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Rhinegold ....................... M. Luzzi ........................... B. Brown .................... 30-1
9  ..... 9 ............Tax Me Naught ............... K. Carmouche .................. L. Dixon ...................... 30-1
10..... 10 ..........Tatterazzi ........................ L. Saez ............................. J. Terranova II ............ 12-1
11..... 11 ..........Corey Scores .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 8-1
12..... 12 ..........Andretta ......................... J. Ortiz ............................. H. Bond ........................ 6-1
13..... MTO ......Nasty Affair .................... J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 8-1
14..... MTO ......Blame It On Mom ........... J. Rosario ........................ B. Levine ...................... 5-2

4TH (2:48PM). $45,000, CLM $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Javelin ............................ E. Cancel .......................... A. Arriaga ..................... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Indian Guide ................... D. Davis ........................... B. Levine .................... 10-1
3  ..... 3 ............Shareholder Value .......... J. Lezcano ....................... L. Rice .......................... 7-5
4  ..... 4 ............Sir Ballantine .................. M. Luzzi ........................... D. Gargan ..................... 5-2
5  ..... 5 ............Getoffmyback ................. L. Saez ............................. R. Diodoro .................... 5-1
6  ..... 6 ............Great Going .................... B. Hernandez ................... J. Quiles ..................... 30-1
7  ..... 7 ............Bolita Boyz ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Diodoro .................... 6-1

5TH (3:28PM). $90,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Cat’s Pajamas ................. J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Kiawah Sunset ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ W. Ward ....................... 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Princess Cadey .............. M. Luzzi ........................... W. Potts ..................... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Inveterate ....................... T. Gaffalione ..................... D. Magner .................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Larry’s Baby ................... L. Saez ............................. D. Lukas ..................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Finite .............................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 5-2
7  ..... 7 ............Mrs. Danvers ................. J. Rosario ........................ C. McGaughey III ......... 7-2
8  ..... 8 ............Sweet Kisses .................. J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart .................. 4-1

6TH (4:03PM). $60,000, STR $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Tactical Pursuit (IRE) ..... R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Sharp ...................... 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Willing to Speed ............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Kimmel ..................... 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Red Right Hand .............. J. Castellano .................... T. Morley .................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Violent Delights .............. J. Bravo ........................... T. Albertrani ................ 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Herecomesyourman ....... M. Franco ........................ A. Dutrow ..................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Quality Choice ................ J. Velazquez ..................... M. Nevin ..................... 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Clear for Action .............. T. Gaffalione ..................... E. Kenneally .................. 7-2
8  ..... 8 ............Labeq ............................. D. Davis ........................... K. McLaughlin ............ 10-1
9  ..... 9 ............Rhode Island .................. J. Lezcano ....................... L. Rice .......................... 8-1
10..... 10 ..........Whiskey Is My Wine ...... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Abreu ...................... 10-1
11..... 11 ..........Cross Border .................. L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 9-2
12..... 12 ..........He Iz Gone ..................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................. 15-1
13..... MTO ......Soul Fight ....................... J. Rosario ........................ J. Terranova II .............. 4-1

7TH (4:39PM). $95,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/8M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Krewe Chief .................... J. Castellano .................... M. Maker .................... 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Cape Angel ..................... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Sharp ...................... 10-1
3  ..... 3 ............Sentry ............................ M. Franco ........................ C. McGaughey III ......... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Neepawa ........................ C. Landeros ..................... M. Casse .................... 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Violet Blue ...................... J. Velazquez ..................... J. Toner ...................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Midnight Tea Time .......... L. Saez ............................. J. Sharp ...................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Lemonist ........................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 7-2
8  ..... 8 ............Kulin Rock ...................... J. Alvarado ...................... T. Morley .................... 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Pillar Mountain (IRE) ..... J. Rosario ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 5-2
10..... 10 ..........Crackspeed (ARG) .......... J. Leparoux ...................... C. Clement.................... 4-1
11..... AE..........Winter Union .................. J. Ortiz ............................. M. Matz ...................... 10-1
12..... MTO ......Turco Bravo (CHI) .......... J. Castellano .................... D. Cannizzo .................. 8-5

8TH (5:15PM). $98,000, AOC $80,000, 4 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Seven Trumpets ............. J. Rosario ........................ D. Romans ................... 4-1
2  ..... 2 ............Engage ........................... J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 8-5
3  ..... 3 ............Mr. Dougie Fresh ............ J. Lezcano ....................... J. Servis ....................... 3-1
4  ..... 4 ............Honorable Treasure ........ J. Leparoux ...................... K. McPeek .................. 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Speightsford .................. C. DeCarlo ....................... B. Perkins, Jr. ............... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............He Hate Me .................... L. Saez ............................. S. Hough .................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Bon Raison .................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Martin ...................... 5-1

9TH (5:51PM). $150,000, STK - THE LAKE GEORGE, 3 YO, F , 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Regal Glory .................... L. Saez ............................. C. Brown ...................... 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............The Mackem Bullet (IRE) T. Gaffalione ..................... W. Ward ....................... 9-2
3  ..... 3 ............Winter Sunset ................ C. Hill ............................... W. Catalano .................. 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Dogtag ........................... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 5-2
5  ..... MTO ......Espresso Shot ................ E. Cancel .......................... J. Abreu ........................ 1-1
6  ..... 6 ............Stillwater Cove ............... J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Blowout (GB) ................. J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 2-1

10TH (6:25PM). $48,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Goose Drank Wine ......... C. Landeros ..................... G. Arnold, II.................. 8-1
1a  .... 11 ..........Storm Rider ................... D. Davis ........................... N. Zito .......................... 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Smidge ........................... T. Chang .......................... W. Younghans ............ 50-1
3  ..... 3 ............Sneads ........................... J. Lezcano ....................... N. Zito ........................ 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Super Silver ................... T. Gaffalione ..................... B. Brown .................... 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Final Say ........................ M. Franco ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 7-2
6  ..... 6 ............Ranger Up ...................... L. Saez ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 1-1
7  ..... 7 ............Claytnthelionheart .......... J. Leparoux ...................... P. Bauer ...................... 30-1
8  ..... 8 ............Known But to God .......... K. Carmouche .................. J. Taylor ..................... 10-1
9  ..... 9 ............Impunity ......................... J. Castellano .................... J. Abreu ...................... 20-1
10..... 10 ..........Dark Storm .................... E. Cancel .......................... G. Weaver................... 15-1
11..... 12 ..........Northern Haze ................ J. Alvarado ...................... J. Terranova II ............ 20-1

Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Guest Handicapper
Today’s guest handicapper is Jude Feld, a paddock reporter and analyst with 
Horse Racing Radio Network since 2007. A former trainer in Southern California, 
Feld won 23 stakes and conditioned graded stakes winners Pewter Gray, Steff 
Graf and Vieille Vigne. He was part of teams at Keeneland and HRRN honored with 
Eclipse Awards. Thursday, Matt Hunter picked 3 winners. 

* Guest win total does not include Wednesdays, when only the regular handicap-
pers’ picks appear online at thisishorseracing.com. 

grid

the 
Power

Race #

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Bourbon Mission
Therisastormbrewin

Legion Storm
Carrizo

Queen Kahen
First Forever

Doll
Corey Scores

Andretta
Shareholder Value

Getoffmyback
Sir Ballantine
Sweet Kisses

Finite
Kiawah Sunset

Willing To Speed
Clear For Action

Soul Fight
Turco Bravo
Crackspeed

Pillar Mountain
Engage

Speightsford
Honorable Treasure

Espresso Shot
Regal Glory

Dogtag
Ranger Up
Final Say

Dark Storm

Tom
Law

Rob
Whitlock

Charles
Bedard

John
Shapazian

Jude 
Feld

Bourbon Mission
Lorcan
Ridolfo 

Destiny Over Fate
Carrizo 

First Forever
Blame It On Mom

Andretta
Plink Freud

Sir Ballantine
Getoffmyback

Shareholder Value
Sweet Kisses

Finite
Mrs. Danvers

Whiskey Is My Wine
Clear For Action

He Iz Gone
Turco Bravo

Lemonist
Pillar Mountain

Honorable Treasure
Bon Raison

Mr. Dougie Fresh
Espresso Shot

Dogtag
Blowout

Ranger Up
Final Say

Super Silver

Legion Storm
Bourbon Mission

Lorcan
Carrizo

Bronco Sally
Destiny Over Fate

Andretta
Doll

Plink Freud
Shareholder Value

Sir Ballantine
Javelin
Finite

Mrs. Danvers
Sweet Kisses
Cross Border

Clear For Action
Rhode Island

Lemonist
Pillar Mountain

Neepawa
Engage

Honorable Treasure
Bon Raison

Blowout
Dogtag

The Mackem Bullet
Ranger Up
Final Say

Goose Drank Wine

Bourbon Mission
Legion Storm

Therisastormbrewin
Carrizo 

First Forever
Movie Score

Doll
The Great Johanna

J J Jen
Shareholder Value

Bolita Boyz
Sir Ballantine 

Finite 
Sweet Kisses
Mrs. Danvers
Cross Border

Labeq 
Clear For Action

Cape Angel
Pillar Mountain 

Sentry
Mr. Dougie Fresh

Engage
Seven Trumpets
Winter Sunset

Blowout
Dogtag 

Ranger Up
Dark Storm

Final Say

Bourbon Mission
Legion Storm

Lorcan
First Forever

Carrizo
Queen Kahen
Plink Freud

Doll
Andretta

Shareholder Value
Bolita Boyz

Sir Ballantine
Mrs. Danvers

Kiawah Sunset
Finite

Willing To Speed
Herecomesyourman

Clear For Action
Pillar Mountain

Lemonist
Sentry

He Hate Me
Mr. Dougie Fresh

Engage
Blowout
Dogtag

Winter Sunset
Ranger Up

Calumet entry
Impunity

2019 Records 18/60 11/60 15/60 15/60 12/51

O
ur

 fi
fth

 h
an

di
ca

pp
er

 w
ill

 b
e 

a 
sp

ec
ia

l g
ue

st
 e

ac
h 

da
y.

Xpressbet Customers have Access to the XBTV Workout 
Report, featuring Workouts for Today’s Contenders!

 
Log In to your Xpressbet account to see the report. 

Sign Up at Xpressbet.com/SPECIAL.
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BY TOM LAW
Jeremiah Englehart sensed that 

something – maybe a sudden move-
ment, sound, anything – might 
unhinge an otherwise “kind” filly 
halfway through saddling before 
Thursday’s $100,000 Stillwater 
Stakes at Saratoga Race Course. 

He knew it thanks to a lifetime 
around horses and some critical 
years working on the NYRA start-
ing gate crew before taking out his 
trainer’s license. My Italian Rabbi, 
Englehart’s entrant in the 6-furlong 
stakes for New York-bred 2-year-
old fillies, didn’t put her trainer in 
too much of a jackpot like those 
days on the gate. She did put enough 
weight on Englehart to almost pin 
him to the side of her No. 5 stall 

before being taken out in the open 
to the corner of the paddock near 
Shake Shack.

Englehart took the shank, gave 
her several turns around a few trees, 
let Juan Bernardini handle the sad-
dling and all went calm. 

“She’s a filly I can lay down in the 
stall with,” Englehart said. “She has 
that mentality where it doesn’t seem 
like anything bothers her. Except 
for the stall in the paddock today, I 
don’t know what that was all about. 

“I figured if I don’t make any 
sudden moves they will do what 
they do; I just stood there because Tod Marks

My Italian Rabbi (black silks) powers to a win in the Stillwater.

STILLWATER STAKES RECAP

Calming Effect
My Italian Rabbi runs down  
favorite in New York-bred stakes

Continued On Page 17 
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More Racing Less Driving!

Direct flights to 
Saratoga County airport.
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WESTCHESTER - SARATOGA
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Per Seat Price  $1,500  $1,750  $2,000

Direct flights to Saratoga County airport.

Cessna King Air Hawker

 
Contact Dan Kahn
DK@PrivateJetProfessionals.com
www.PrivatejetProfessionals.com

We charter any jet, 
any time, any whereI didn’t want her to get any more 

startled than she was. I used to 
work on the starting gate so I’ve 
been in some pretty dicey situations 
before.”

Calm and unhampered from that 
point, My Italian Rabbi handled 
the rest of the preliminaries and her 
four opponents led by heavy favor-
ite Fierce Lady to run her record to 
2-for-2 for owner Al Gold and En-
glehart in the stakes named for the 
village located to the east of Sarato-
ga Springs. My Italian Rabbi edged 
2-5 favorite Fierce Lady by a nose 
after a long stretch battle, running 
the 6 furlongs under Luis Saez in 
1:10.31. 

Englehart watched the race in 
the clubhouse box seat area, root-
ing with enthusiasm at some points 
of the race while My Italian Rabbi 
tracked Fierce Lady up the back-
stretch and around the turn. 

“When I was rooting for her 
it seemed like she dropped back a 
little bit, then when I got off her 
it seemed like she was coming on 
again,” Englehart said. “In that last 
jump she got up and was able to get 
the bob.”

Englehart and Dermot Magner, 
who trains Fierce Lady for Nice 
Guys Stable and Steve Hornstock, 
met on the steps walking down 
to the winner’s circle. The finish 
looked fairly decisive in My Italian 
Rabbi’s favor, but Englehart wasn’t 
convinced.

“Am I going to congratulate 
you?” he asked his colleague.

Magner shook his head, offered 
a handshake and a congratulations, 
knowing the outcome before offi-
cials posted it on the infield monitor 
moments later. 

Englehart credited Fierce Lady, 
an impressive winner of her only 
start June 22 at Belmont and fresh 
off a back-and-forth trip to Lexing-
ton where she went through the ring 
unsold at the Fasig-Tipton Kentucky 
horses of racing age sale July 8. 

“The other filly didn’t have the 
best (scenario),” Englehart said. 
“We didn’t get the best Fierce Lady 
today and I’m sure she’ll be back 
and will be able to turn the tide 
someday later on. Kudos to Fierce 

Lady, she ran really well in defeat.”
My Italian Rabbi came into 

the Stillwater off a sharp debut of 
her own May 30 at Belmont, a 2 
1/2-length victory against state-
breds going 5 furlongs. 

The daughter of Competitive 
Edge prepped for that win this 
spring in Saratoga, Englehart’s main 
base while the Oklahoma Training 
Track is open from April to No-
vember, and at the late J. J. Crupi’s 
Crupi’s New Castle Farm in Ocala. 
Crupi, who died in late May, and 
his team prepped the filly Gold pur-
chased for $160,000 at last year’s 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-
bred yearling sale. 

Englehart and agent Travis Durr 
spotted My Italian Rabbi at the 
Bluewater Sales consignment, liked 
the filly and expected her to sell 
well despite a pedigree lacking any 
recent stakes success. 

“She’s a racehorse, that’s one 
thing we saw at Bluewater last year, 
with Meg Levy,” Englehart said. 
“She had that racy look to her. I was 
happy Al bought her.”

Gold almost didn’t buy the filly. 
Englehart felt she’d bring 

$100,000 to $150,000. Convinced 
she wouldn’t bring a bid much 
more than $70,000 due to that lack 
of pedigree, Gold didn’t bid when 
the filly first went through the ring 
late in the sale’s opening session. He 
also didn’t show much interest in 
the filly out of the unplaced Golden 
Missile mare Golden Miss. 

“I’m like, well, I’ll just watch 
her,” Englehart said. “Pretty soon 
she gets to 150 and we didn’t even 
put in a bid. Then Al walks up to 
the auctioneer and he goes ‘160’ 
and he turned around and walked 
away and that was it.”

Gold later named the filly for his 
friend Ron Riccio, the attorney for 
Gary and Mary West in their law-
suit against the Kentucky Horse 
Racing Commission over the dis-
qualification of Maximum Securi-
ty in the Kentucky Derby. Gold is 
more than happy to own the filly 
that races in his Gold Square black 
and gold colors. 

“No regrets,” he said before add-
ing a light-hearted dig at his train-
er. “Jeremiah did a good job. He’s 
picked out some losers, too, but he’s 
picked out some good horses for 
me, too. I just don’t want to give 
him too much credit.”

Stillwater –
 Continued from page 16

https://privatejetprofessionals.com/
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TRF OPEN BARN: “MEET THE RESCUES”
July 22, 5-8pm | Free & Family-friendly | Donations welcome

Join us for our first of four Open Barns! We’ll introduce 
the newest members of our TRF Herd: Joey, Candyman, 
Iceman and Suprize. Feed them treats, take pictures, learn 
about Thoroughbred aftercare, and hear their stories!

TRF OPEN BARN AT BLOOMFIELD FARM
20 Bloomfield Rd., Saratoga Springs 12866

TRFinc.org

JOEY CANDYMAN

SUPRIZE

ICEMAN

0Classic

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414

 www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709

Carol Holden  |  President
Theresa Bitner  |  Exec. Sec.

Sam Huff  |  Chairman Emeritus

S A T U R D A Y
OCT. 12, 2019
POST TIME 7:00 PM

WVBC XXXII WInnEr
runnIn’TOLuVya

Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic
and the Breeders Classics Races

proven to be a

Bill Mott won an allowance race 
Thursday. And talked about the Ken-
tucky Derby.

“This horse trained so good before 
the Kentucky Derby, I went into the 
Kentucky Derby thinking I could win 
it,” Mott said. 

It’s been 14 months since Hofburg 
finished a what-could-have-been sev-
enth in last year’s Kentucky Derby. 
Mott still can’t stop thinking about it.

“I know Justify won and peo-
ple will look back and say he would 
never have beat Justify, but he had a 
rough trip that day and came rolling 
after the wire, he galloped out in front 
of everybody,” Mott said. “Look, 
you can make 100 excuses but he got 
stopped twice and finished strong in 
that race.”

Hofburg came back to finish third 
in the Belmont Stakes, 3 1/2 lengths 
behind Justify before winning the 
restricted Curlin here last summer. 
After that, things went awry as Hof-
burg missed the Travers after getting 
sick and then audibled for a fourth in 
the Pennsylvania Derby and sixth in 
the Fayette at Keeneland in October. 
After that, Mott called Juddmonte’s 
Garrett O’Rourke and did the only 
thing he knows how to do when a 
horse is going the wrong way. 

“Let’s turn him out,” Mott said. 
“We’ve got to stop and start over.”Dave Harmon

Hofburg flies home to win Thursday’s ninth, his first start since October.

THURSDAY RACING RECAP

Welcome Back
Hofburg returns to track, form
to headline Thursday’s program

Continued On Page 20 

http://wvbc.com/wordpress/
https://www.trfinc.org/
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Hofburg returned from Juddmon-
te in April and has taken a long, slow 
road back to the races, missing a cou-
ple of works with a bruised heel and 
an abscess. Mott knew he had the 
chestnut son of Tapit close and took a 
chance at the two-other-than optional. 

“I thought he needed a little more 
time, but I guess class takes over,” 
Mott said. “I’m not going to get the 
same condition for another month, if 
it even fills. Am I going to risk that? If 
I wait another month, I probably miss 
the Woodward. Maybe he’s a horse I 
could run in the Woodward, then the 
Jockey Club Gold Cup. He’s a stallion 
prospect if he wins the right race.”

Hofburg took his first step toward 
those races Thursday, dominating 
four rivals in the $92,150 optional 
claimer. Ortiz, who rode Hofburg to 
a maiden win, a second in the Flori-
da Derby and a sixth in the Fayette to 
close his 3-year-old campaign, placed 
Hofburg in third going into the first 
turn, comfortably close to Flowers 
For Lisa and Roaming Union. Biding 
his time and allowing furlongs to roll 

past, Hofburg crept closer turning for 
home, split those two and cruised to 
win by 2 3/4 lengths over Roaming 
Union and Flowers For Lisa. 

“He got a little anxious today in 
the paddock, a little warm, needs a 
little schooling, probably needed a 
race to get the jitters out of the way,” 
Mott said. 

And, still, Mott thought back to 
the Derby. 

“He’s never trained again like he 
trained going into the Derby,” Mott 
said. “He’s trained steady, without be-
ing one of those that gives you goose 
bumps. His works have been good, 
they’ve been solid. I always think he 
can be a little bit better, maybe it’ll 
come back. His race was good today, 
you couldn’t knock it.”

– Sean Clancy 

• Zealous’ win in the opener was 
a family affair for trainer James Bond 
and sons Kevin and Ryan. And with 
the barn’s first win in the books, the 
team can breathe easy. 

“You need to break the duck to get 
it started,” said Bond, digging up the 
old racetrack term for going winless at 
a given race meet. “We look forward 
to it, we’re here from the end of April 
to November. NYRA is kind and we 
get to use the track offseason. A lot of 
these horses are running at home.”

The 5-year-old Tiznow gelding kept 
pace with field of six in the early part 
of the 7-furlong starter allowance. He 
still raced in fourth while 2-1 favor-
ite Golden Tiger led through a half 
in :46.93. Luis Saez angled Zealous 
around the field around the far turn 
and caught Smile Bryan inside the six-
teenth pole to win by a neck.

“We kind of thought there would 
be two or three speed horses in there,” 
Bond said. “We worried about (Gold-

en Tiger), you always worry about 
getting trapped on the inside. Typical 
Luis, he got him to the outside and 
the horse ran, came right down the 
lane.” 

Though a Saratoga win is nice, it’s 
not the bottom line for Bond. 

“I’m fortunate to have great cli-
ents, great horses, great help,” he said. 
“My two sons work for me. They do 
a fantastic job. Dad is getting a little 
older and probably not as wise. The 
boys keep me rolling, they keep me 
sharp. I’m with every set. I just love 
being with my horses, watching them.

“The racing gods give what they 
give. When you have a turf horse you 
hope for good sunny days. We have 
a lot of turf horses so our fingers are 
crossed.”

– Catherine Galbraith
• Harold Lerner entered the win-

ner’s circle with a smile after his Janu-
ary Won took the second, a 5 1/2-fur-

long maiden for 2-year-olds.
“Any time you can win at Sara-

toga, it’s special,” said Lerner, who 
won last year’s Alabama with Eskimo 
Kisses. “To me, this place is a temple. 
It’s like a religious experience. This is 
like summer camp for horseplayers. 
Like everybody else, I love to get a 
‘W’ up here.”

January Won got the win for Lern-
er and jockey Jose Ortiz in a 1-2 finish 
for trainer Ken McPeek.

“We’re kind of lucky, because this 
is a race that is set up for horses that 
didn’t cost a lot of money,” Lern-
er said. “Maiden special, you could 
meet a million-dollar monster here. 
Against this group, he showed him-
self to be best today. Hopefully he’ll 
go forward and show us more.”

The race was restricted to horses 
that sold or RNA’d for $45,000 or 
less in their most recent sale. The con-
dition was also run for fillies Wednes-
day. McPeek bought January Won for 
$40,000 at the Fasig-Tipton Kentucky 
July sale of selected yearlings.

“In talking to Kenny McPeek, he 
thought he had some ability but first-
time out of the box is so hard,” Le-
rner said. “You just don’t know how 
they’re going to handle the surround-
ings. I’ve even seen horses that look 
great on paper, working out fast and 
they don’t fire.”

The son of New Year’s Day raced 
between horses toward the rear of the 
field early. Ortiz guided the colt to the 

Thursday –
 Continued from page 18

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS .......................... 1ST
Chad Brown ....................................4
Linda Rice .......................................3
Rob Atras ........................................2
Charlie Baker  ..................................2
Chad Brown ....................................2
Mark Casse .....................................2
Christophe Clement .........................2
Robertino Diodoro ..........................2
Jeremiah Englehart .........................2
Danny Gargan .................................2
Gary Gullo .......................................2
Mike Maker .....................................2
Graham Motion ...............................2
Jason Servis ...................................2

JOCKEYS ........................... 1ST
Jose Ortiz ........................................8
Luis Saez .........................................7
Javier Castellano .............................6
Jose Lezcano ..................................6
Irad Ortiz Jr.  ...................................6
Joel Rosario ....................................5
Junior Alvarado ...............................4
Manny Franco .................................3
Ricardo Santana Jr. .........................3

Through Thursday

Tod Marks
Zealous wins the opener for the Bond family.

Continued On Page 21 
Tod Marks

January Won (right) leads them home in Thursday’s second.
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RACING RETURNS
AUGUST 8 - SEPTEMBER 7  |  THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS AT 5PM 

$500,000 in Daily Purses  $1.8 MILLION in Stakes Purses
$250,000 G-3 Virginia Derby on Saturday, August 31

Owner/Trainer Participation Incentives

rail at the top of stretch but ran onto heels 
soon after, forcing the jockey to urge his 
mount off the rail and into the clear. January 
Won rallied inside stablemate Beyond Gone 
past the sixteenth pole to win by 1 length. 

– Ben Gowans

• Alex Campbell Jr. celebrated with 
friends, family and his 3-year-old homebred 
He’s No Lemon in the winner’s circle after 
the fourth, a 1 3/8-mile optional over the in-
ner turf slowed by Wednesday’s rain.

“He’s improving all the time but he was in 
against good older horses,” Campbell said.

The 3-2 favorite defeated older foes with 
a last-to-first move under Javier Castellano 
for trainer Graham Motion. Castellano felt He’s 
No Lemon racing lackadaisically in last entering 
the turn and started to urge the gelding to creep 
closer. Castellano hit the brakes around the turn 
while encountering traffic, found a split between 
horses at the top of lane and rode the son of Lemon 
Drop Kid to a 1 1/2-length score after 2:20.08.

When asked if He’s No Lemon was always high-
ly regarded, Campbell answered like the seasoned 
owner-breeder he is.

“Yes, but we’ve had a lot others who were highly 
regarded so we have to wait and see what they do,” 
he said.

The win was Motion’s second at the meet.
“He’s the best. I like him, he’s a class person, 

honest and nice,” Campbell said of Motion. “He 
believes in treating people like I do.”

Campbell won two races (including the Lake 
Placid Stakes) at Saratoga with He’s No Lemon’s 
dam It’s Tea Time in 2010. In 1989, the great-grand-
dam of Thursday’s winner – Rootentootenwooten – 
finished second at Saratoga for Campbell.  

– Ben Gowans

• A lack of resemblance to Mucho Macho Man 
led Dean Reeves to bid on City Man in April at the 

OBS 2-year-olds in training sale. 
“This particular colt didn’t look a lot like 

Mucho Macho Man,” said Reeves, who co-owned 
the 2013 Breeders’ Cup Classic winner who now 
stands at Adena Springs in Kentucky. “In terms of 
the way his babies were looking, he looked more 
unique. He was a little bit more compact and we 
liked the way he worked.” 

Dean and Patti Reeves’ Reeves Thoroughbred 
Racing purchased the colt for $185,000 at the OBS 
sale and now share ownership with Peter and Patty 
Searles. 

“We met up here at Saratoga and have known 
them several years,” Dean Reeves said. “So, when 
I bought this horse I thought of them. You like to 
have partners that enjoy racing. That way you get 
more and more people into racing.”

Entered main track only, City Man drew into the 
5 1/2-furlong state-bred maiden when it was moved 
off the turf. He won by 3 lengths under Joel Rosa-
rio for trainer Christophe Clement. 

The victory was the second at Saratoga for Dean 
and Patti Reeves.

“They’ve been few and far between,” said Dean 
Reeves, a Saratoga regular the last 10 years. Mucho 
Macho Man raced three times at Saratoga without 
a win and the couple’s lone winner prior to Thurs-

day was Miss Suwaneee, a winner during 
the 2012 meet.

Reeves hopes for another when he 
runs a homebred originally entered in a 
maiden race Saturday, in the rescheduled 
card Sunday. 

 “I have a filly, Miss My Macho, in 
the barn that may run Sunday,” he said. 
“She has never started before and she 
looks just like Mucho Macho Man.” 

– Catherine Galbraith 

• Leah Gyarmati and Jeff Treadway 
benefitted from Wednesday’s torrential 
rain more than 24 hours after the heavy 
stuff fell in the Saratoga area. Thursday’s 
finale was taken off the turf, allowing 
Kept True to draw into and win the 5 
1/2-furlong optional for state-breds. 

“There’s nothing like breeding a horse 
and seeing it win at Saratoga,” Tread-

way said. “It’s special anywhere, but at Saratoga? 
It’s a great town, the track is beautiful, it’s kind of 
a throwback to another era. It’s great to come up 
here and especially to win a race.”

Kept True is out of the mare Well Kept, who 
Gyamarti trained for Treadway to earn $222,400 
and place in multiple stakes. The filly improved to 
3-for-5.

“We thought a lot of her,” Treadway said of the 
winner. “She had a little issue at the end of last year. 
We gave her the proper time off and she’s come 
back running so we’ll see where this takes us. She’s 
run through her New York conditions, so we’ve got 
a decision to make now.”

Kept True raced second through the early stages 
of the nightcap and took the lead around the turn. 
The daughter of Yes It’s True cleared away from 
her competition under Jose Ortiz at the top of the 
stretch and withstood a late rally from Hay Field to 
win by a neck. 

“It looked amazingly like her last race but to-
day, she got in front and idled just a bit,” Treadway 
said. “It was a little concerning when that horse 
came at her, but she pulled it out.” 

– Ben Gowans

Thursday –
 Continued from page 20

Dave Harmon
Kept True (right) hangs on to win the last.

https://www.colonialdowns.com/
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Thursday July 18.

FIRST $60,000, STARTERS ALLOWANCE $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
1 Zealous L. Saez $11.80 $5.00 $3.40
5 Smile Bryan J. Ortiz  $3.40 $2.90
3 Shock Therapy E. Cancel   $4.50
B Gelding 2014, by Tiznow - Royale Michele by Elusive Quality
Owner: Clifton, Jr., William, L.. Trainer: H. Bond. 
Breeder: Stonestreet Thoroughbred Holdings LLC (KY). Time: 1:22.78
Exacta (1-5), $22.30; Superfecta (1-5-3-4), $23.02; Trifecta (1-5-3), 
$43.12

SECOND $75,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
4 January Won J. Ortiz $9.80 $4.90 $3.70
2 Beyond Gone J. Leparoux  $7.20 $4.30
3 Dan the Man Can M. Franco   $3.60
B Colt 2017, by New Year’s Day - Timezone by Pulpit
Owner: Harold Lerner LLC. Trainer: Kenneth McPeek. 
Breeder: George Ruggiero (KY). Late Scratches: Big’s Gray Day 
Time: 1:04.35. Daily Double (1-4), $30.75; Exacta (4-2), $21.90; 
Quinella (2-4), $10.70; Superfecta (4-2-3-6), $26.90; Trifecta (4-2-3), 
$47.75

THIRD $100,000, NY-BRED STAKES - STILLWATER S., 2 YO, 6F
5 My Italian Rabbi L. Saez $19.80 $4.90 $3.00
3 Fierce Lady J. Castellano  $2.30 $2.10
2 Jewel of Arabia J. Rosario   $3.00
Dk B/ Br F 2017, by Competitive Edge - Golden Miss by Golden Missile
Owner: Gold Square LLC. Trainer: Jeremiah Englehart. 
Breeder: Hidden Lake Farm LLC & Anthony Grey LLC (NY).
Late Scratches: Jen’s Battle   Time: 1:10.31
Daily Double (4-5), $56.25; Exacta (5-3), $21.60; Superfecta (5-3-2-
4), $14.42; Trifecta (5-3-2), $27.12; Pic 3 (1-4-5), $240.75

FOURTH $92,000, AOC $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/8M
2 He’s No Lemon J. Castellano $5.10 $2.90 $2.30
9 Extrordinary Jerry I. Ortiz, Jr.  $4.20 $2.90
3 Channel Island J. Ortiz   $4.10
B Gelding 2016, by Lemon Drop Kid - It’s Tea Time by Dynaformer
Owner: Campbell, Jr., Alex, G.. Trainer: H. Motion. Time: 2:20.08
Breeder: Alex G. Campbell, Jr. Thoroughbreds, LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Mills, Chief Know It All, Halloween Horror
Daily Double (5-2), $36.25; Exacta (2-9), $10.30; Quinella (2-9), 
$4.60; Superfecta (2-9-3-8), $15.50; Trifecta (2-9-3), $19.50; Pic 3 
(4-5-2), $213.50

FIFTH $78,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
9 City Man J. Rosario $4.50 $3.00 $2.50
5 Shandian J. Castellano  $6.00 $3.90
1 Turbo Drive J. Ortiz   $4.30
Dk B/ Br Colt 2017, by Mucho Macho Man - City Scamper by City Zip
Owner: Reeves Thoroughbred Racing, Searles, Peter and Searles, Pat-
ty. Trainer: Christophe Clement. Breeder: Moonstar Farm (NY).
Late Scratches: More Like It  Time: 1:04.66
Daily Double (2-9), $8.30; Exacta (9-5), $15.30; Superfecta (9-5-1-6), 
$118.05; Trifecta (9-5-1), $36.12; Pic 3 (5-2-9), $197.75; Pic 4 (4-5-
1/2/5/6-8/9), $521.50; Pic 5 (1-4-5-1/2/5/6-8/9), $4,675.25

SIXTH $90,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
4 Smooth With a Kick J. Castellano $3.40 $2.60 $2.30
6 Girlfriend Rocket J. Ortiz  $6.40 $4.20
1 We Are Family M. Franco   $3.70
Ch Filly 2016, by Candy Ride (ARG) - Minesave by Mineshaft
Owner: Drown, Jeff. Trainer: Chad Brown. Breeder: WinStar Farm, LLC 
(KY). Time: 1:49.19
Daily Double (9-4), $4.95; Exacta (4-6), $9.70; Superfecta (4-6-1-3), 
$11.02; Trifecta (4-6-1), $17.37; Pic 3 (2-9-4), $19.40

SEVENTH $48,000, NY-BRED MDN CLM $40,000, 3 & UP, 5 1/2F
6 Laughing Manners J. Rosario $11.80 $3.90 $2.70
13 Deputy Flag J. Alvarado  $2.60 $2.20
8 Chuckles J. Lezcano   $4.50
Ch Colt 2016, by D’ Funnybone - Manner of Speaking by Langfuhr
Owner: Sugar Maple Farm and Rapaport, H. Lewis. 
Trainer: Charlton Baker. 
Breeder: Sugar Maple Farm & H. Lewis Rapaport (NY).
Late Scratches: Burkey’s Bro, Ellas Ghost, Alphastest, Wicked Grin, 
Blue Parrot, Seven Is Heaven, Betsy’s Beau, Capt. Courageous, Dan-
zante   Time: 1:04.30
Daily Double (4-6), $11.40; Exacta (6-13), $12.20; Superfecta (6-13-
8-7), $49.70; Trifecta (6-13-8), $48.12; Consolation Double (4-16), 
$1.70; Pic 3 (9-4-6), $44.25;  (9-4-16), $6.00

EIGHTH $92,000, AOC $80,000, 3 YO, 1 1/16M
2B Value Proposition (GB) I. Ortiz, Jr. $4.70 $3.40 $2.50
9 Swamp Rat D. Davis  $9.30 $4.80
1 Kadar L. Saez   $4.10
Dk B/ Br C 2016, by Dansili (GB) - Dash To The Front (GB), Diktat (GB)
Owner: Klaravich Stables, Inc.. Trainer: Chad Brown. 
Breeder: Meon Valley Stud (GB).
Late Scratches: Opry, Johny’s Bobby, Tapit Wise
Time: 1:44.57
Daily Double (6-2), $18.20; Exacta (2-9), $27.00; Superfecta (2-9-1-
4), $87.65; Trifecta (2-9-1), $67.37; Pic 3 (4-6-2), $33.00;  (4-16-2), 
$5.30

NINTH $95,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
2 Hofburg J. Ortiz $4.00 $2.80 $2.10
6 Roaming Union M. Franco  $3.40 $2.60
7 Flowers for Lisa L. Saez   $2.30
Ch Colt 2015, by Tapit - Soothing Touch by Touch Gold
Owner: Juddmonte Farms, Inc.. Trainer: William Mott. 
Breeder: Juddmonte Farms Inc (KY).
Late Scratches: Felix in Fabula, Vincento
Claimed: Roaming Union claimed by Paradise Farms Corp. for $62,500
Time: 1:48.64
Daily Double (2-2), $6.10; Exacta (2-6), $7.10; Superfecta (2-6-7-
3), $2.97; Trifecta (2-6-7), $9.10; Pic 3 (6-2-2), $45.00; Grand Slam 
(1/4/6-6/8/13-1/2/9-2), $5.10

10TH. $83,000 ALLOW/OC F&M NYB, 5 1/2F
5 Kept True J. Ortiz 6.00 3.00 3.00
1A Hay Field I. Ortiz Jr.  3.00 3.00
1 Timely Tradition R. Santana Jr.  3.00 3.00
Dk. B./Br. F. Yes It’s True-Well Kept, Henny Hughes.  Time: 1:03.15.
O: Treadway Racing Stable. T: Leah Gyarmati. 
B: Jeffrey Treadway (NY).
Exacta (5-1) $8.00. Trifecta (5-1-6) $17.37. Superfecta (5-1-6-12) 
$10.70. Double (2-5) $8.40. Pick 3 (2-2-5) $21.80. Pick 4 (6-2/7/10/1-
1/2/5-5) $77.37. Pick 6 (8/9-4-6-2/7/10/11-1/2/5-5) $1,608. Pick 6 (5 
correct) $22. Pick 5 (4-6-2/7/10/11-1/2/5-5) $406.25.

Paid Attendance: 17,802. All Sources Handle: $10,790,208.31.
On Track Handle: $1,992,424.18.

Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

SARATOGA RESULTS

TURF RACING AND TRAINING

TRANSFORMED

Visit FairHillFoundation.org/turf
to learn more about the future of Fair Hill.

© Maggie Kimmitt
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Bob Fortus, the esteemed turf writer who chron-
icled New Orleans racing for more than 30 years 
with The Times-Picayune, died Tuesday morning. 
That afternoon, every major American racetrack 
was dark.

Bob was and always will be one of my favorite 
racetrackers. As a teenager in New Orleans trying 
to grasp the mystery of handicapping I clipped his 
selections – the Fortus Forecast – out of the paper 
to take with me to the Fair Grounds. Once I started 
working in racing I was thrilled that he even knew 
who I was. Years later, when I got to run the press 
office at my hometown track, I had the privilege 
of getting to know Bob on a professional level and 
eventually, maybe, sort of, as a friend.

The most joyous memory of my time at Fair 
Grounds was the night we inducted Bob into the 
Press Box Hall of Fame. It had been many years 
since anyone new had been added so there was 
zero budget and no real plan for a ceremony but it 
was long overdue so we just made it happen. Gary 
West, another of my favorite journalists, who like 
Bob abandoned a career in academia for life as a 
turf writer, flew in to emcee. Since Bob was the 
only honoree, we just opened the floor and as more 
drinking went on, more people got up to speak – his 
current and former editors, other Times-Picayune 
staff, track executives, racing officials and on and 
on. What meant the most to Bob, though, were the 
trainers that showed up, most notably Tom Amoss 
and Al Stall Jr.

The story I told that night, to demonstrate Bob’s 
standing with horsemen, was about the winner’s cir-
cle scrum after Blame won the Whitney at Saratoga 
in 2010. For most of his career, that was the kind of 
race Bob would have covered in person – an import-
ant Grade 1 at the Spa with a contender trained by 
Stall, a proud New Orleans native. But by this time 
newspaper travel budgets for sportswriters weren’t 
what they used to be, and if horse racing was still 
your beat they were practically nonexistent. So Bob 
wasn’t there to see Blame out-game the odds-on fa-
vorite Quality Road by a head. Afterward, though, 
as the racing media swarmed around the winning 
trainer to ask questions, Stall glanced at his ringing 
phone and told them, “Hold on, it’s Fortus,” and 
took Bob’s call. The rest of them would just have 
to wait. That’s the power of a local beat writer who 
goes out to the barns, morning after morning, year 
after year.

Bob didn’t really like talking about himself and 
had to be cajoled into even participating in the Press 
Box Hall of Fame event. In the days leading up to it 
I tried to draw him out to talk about how he got his 
start at the paper and how he ended up at the track. 
He was evasive about all of it, but I do remember 

him describing the scene the first time he visited the 
Fair Grounds press box, with all of these New Or-
leans characters gambling and smoking cigars, and 
the legendary publicist Black Cat Lacombe sitting 
there with a girl on his lap, and knowing immedi-
ately that he never wanted to leave.

I learned a few more details about Bob’s past this 
week from the tributes by friends who knew him 
better than I did, especially the moving interview 
Steve Byk conducted with Daily Racing Form’s Mar-
cus Hersh, who I’d guess spent more hours in Bob’s 
company than anyone but his longtime companion, 
Cherish Van Mullen. Most startling was that Bob 
held three degrees from the University of Michigan 
– a bachelor’s in mathematics, plus a master’s and a 
doctorate in statistics. This would explain his end-
less fascination, and success, with handicapping.

Bob gave out a lot of winners over the years but 
more important in the long run, for me, was his life 
advice. I remember going up to the press box one 
morning after a trainer chased me out of the barn 
for asking a fairly innocuous question and it hurt 
my feelings a bit. Bob’s advice was, “Who gives a 
**** if they like you or not? You have a job to do 
and your job isn’t to be their friend.” The only peo-
ple Bob really cared about answering to were his 
readers, who deserved the most useful and accurate 
information. We talked more about that and, man, 
my whole perspective (and my work) shifted for the 
better. The irony is that Bob ended up friends with 
most of the backside anyway because everyone ad-
mired his fairness and his depth of knowledge, and 
the ones that were always going to be suspicious of 
writers still respected him for the same reasons.

Bob wrote a great book about jockeys, Ride 
to Win, that is worth seeking out. It is the defini-

tive work on the craft of race riding. I referenced 
it many times after Bayern won the 2014 Breeders’ 
Cup Classic because the book had just come out 
and included an amazing passage with Jerry Bailey 
explaining in precise detail how an experienced jock 
can stand a horse in the gate, with one foot slightly 
ahead of the other, to get them to break in or out 
and bump a rival, and how no jurisdiction ever calls 
it a foul. Bayern, of course, took out favored Shared 
Belief and expected pace challenger Moreno. Some 
pundits insisted there was no way a rider could or 
would risk doing such a thing intentionally, plac-
ing the responsibility strictly on the horse for “an-
tics” or “veering.” But if you had read Bob’s stuff 
you were aware that an intentional mugging at the 
break was a tactic that elite riders know how to pull 
off and was at least a possibility in this case. West 
co-authored that book, by the way, but it was Bob’s 
retirement project and all of his reporting. Once 
West edited it and spruced up the prose Bob insisted 
that his friend’s name share the cover.

After Bob was forced into early retirement 
by The Times-Picayune (an institution he managed 
to outlive by a few weeks) the Fair Grounds press 

guestcolumn Goodbye, WriterBY JIM MULVIHILL

Turf writer Bob Fortus, at work in racetrack press boxes 
(above) and with the writer Jim Mulvihill (left) at the Chur-
chill Downs in 2015.
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through the Digital Tattoo will begin January 
1, 2020 for first-time starters as lip tattoos will 
be discontinued. The Digital Tattoo consists of 
digital photographs of the horse at racing age 
matched to verification through the horse’s 
papers. The “Horse ID” pictures are accessible 
through a scan of the microchip. Every horse 
making its first start in 2020, regardless of age, 
is required to be microchipped in order to re-
ceive its Digital Tattoo. 

TRPB 
Digital 
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www.trpb.com

Horse Identification 
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box quickly slid into irrelevance on a day-to-day 
basis. He was the dean of that domain, and the last 
reporter to occupy it with much regularity. For the 
last several years Bob would instead enjoy the rac-
es from the horsemen’s lounge, where there were 
more people to hang out with. But I also believe 
he intentionally avoided the press box, in part be-
cause being there reminded him that he’d rather be 
working.

Bob was only 69 on Tuesday. He’d been a 
healthy guy his whole life, dedicated to distance 
running and a good diet. Surgery to remove a be-
nign tumor from his spine two years ago slowed 
him down considerably but there was no reason 
to think he didn’t have plenty of life ahead of him, 
until March, when he was struck by a car while 
crossing the street near his home a few blocks from 
the Fair Grounds. He suffered bleeding in his brain 

that required two surgeries and never recovered. 
The driver in the accident was let off with no cita-
tions issued. 

Bob’s life’s work will live on in libraries and on-
line, the chronicler of record for more than one-
fifth of 150 years of racing history at the country’s 
second-oldest track, from Risen Star to Rachel Al-
exandra, with devastating fires and hurricanes and 
floods in between. 

In a release about the Press Box Hall of Fame 
that his pal Graham Ross wrote, Bob had said, 
“One of the best things about all this is that I will 
become a member of the same club Black Cat is 
in.” Let’s all hope that somewhere Bob and Black 
Cat are sharing a press box again, and not the one 
of 2019 that sits empty and unused most days, but 
the version from Bob’s first day on the job in 1981 
that he never wanted to leave.  

 
Jim Mulvihill, a former member of the editorial 

team at The Saratoga Special, is senior director of 
betting information for Churchill Downs Inc. 

Fortus –
 Continued from page 24

Join Up
thisishorseracing.com/readersclub
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I stop every year, sometimes in a hurry, some-
times on a stroll. Sometimes with Miles and Annie, 
sometimes on my own. Sometimes, I buy some-
thing. Most of the time, I browse, looking for noth-
ing and always finding something. This year, it was 
the first dark Tuesday, after a haircut, I walked up 
the incline of Phila Street and into Lyrical Ballad, 
the timeless bookstore that has served the town of 
Saratoga like an old guard, an old friend. 

Janice DeMarco, hovering over a book, bare-
ly looked up, I said hello, she said hello and then I 
paused and she paused. The shared moment of grief, 
a long, slow hug, a bereaved wife and a summer 
standby, both wishing for another day. John DeMar-
co, Janice’s husband and my friend, died in March. 

Lyrical Ballad will never be the same. Saratoga 
will never be the same. 

John began collecting books in college and he 
never stopped, opening Lyrical Ballad in the early 
1970s. He always said, “I had a lot of books and no 
money.” There must be books there today that were 
there on opening day. The store expands room-by-
room, winding into nooks and crannies, burrowing 
under Broadway, it’s the Watership Down of book-
stores. 

There are hardbacks, paperbacks, classics, 
signed first editions and cookbooks at half-price. 
There are books in a vault, there are books neatly 
stacked on shelves and there are books strewn on 
the floor. There are books about baseball, sailing, 
poetry, poker and a whole section of horse racing, 
everything from Damon Runyon to Joe Palmer. And 
John knew every book in the place. You could ask 
him about any subject and he would know where to 
find the perfect book like a bibliophilic hound dog 
on a mission, always with soul and savvy. Earnest, 
forthright, self-deprecatingly funny but shrewd as a 
city mouse, John cherished books and he cherished 
Saratoga. He stood for the arts, open spaces and 
quality of life. 

We met in the early ’90s when I was riding jump-
ers and made our first business deal in 2000 when 
I crutched into his store with a backpack of my 
self-published book, Saratoga Days. I had broken 
my ankle before the meet and had 5,000 copies of 
a book stacked on a porch on Union Avenue and 
in my brother Joe and his wife Sam’s garage in 
Maryland. I began to explain the book, the situa-
tion, stammering and stuttering, more or less beg-
ging. John bought 10 copies and wrote me a check, 
planned a booksigning, wished me luck. That was 
John DeMarco. 

Eighteen years later, the book is out of print 
and Janice and I let go, teary but better in a way. 
We talked for a bit, about John, 
about Saratoga, about life. And 
then I did what people do best in 
Lyrical Ballad. I wandered and 
lost time. Lost the thought of a 
deadline, lost the pressure of life. 

I found a book about DiMag-
gio for Miles, a handful of 
old postcards with an origi-
nal photograph, hand-colored 
by George S. Bolster in 1975, I 
thought I’d mail one to Dad, to 
Mom, to Hovdey and to Fernando Abreu at Gulf-
stream Park. Underneath a photo of Secretariat and 
four copies of the book, Legacies, I found a pile of 
programs. You know the ones, the old-school, skin-
ny ones with the iconic photos on the front and the 
Marlboro Man on the back. 

This is so John DeMarco, the consummate col-
lector, a pile of old programs, in no order, of no par-
ticular merit, sitting on a stool in the corner by the 
horse-racing books, near the vault but worth next 
to nothing. Well, next to nothing to some. Worth 
everything to a man, trying to collect his thoughts 
about a life gone way too soon. 

The first I open is from Tuesday, Aug. 24, 1976. 

It cost 35 cents, well, it cost 33 cents plus 2 cents 
sales tax. Thomas J. Fitzgerald was the NYRA 
president. The board was made up of icons named 
Bostwick, Dreyfus, Phipps, Schiff, Vanderbilt and 
Whitney. Tommy Trotter was racing secretary and 
handicapper. Mike Venezia won the opener, Braulio 
Baeza completed the double.  

I open another and another and another. 
There’s Stop The Music in an allowance race at 

even money for Greentree, John Gaver and Vince 
Bracciale Jr. There’s Christopher Elser on Happy In-
tellectual in a $10,000 hurdle. There’s Queena in a 
two-other-than. Quick Call in the A Phenomenon. 
Fio Rito winning the Albany. King’s Fashion winning 

for Allen Jerkens and Mike Ruja-
no. Glowing Tribute winning the 
Diana. George Martens with the 
bug. White Star Line, Newstead 
Farm’s daughter of Northern 
Dancer, winning the first division 
of the Test and Tingle Stone, a 
Christiana bred daughter of Cy-
ane and Thinking Cap, winning 
the second division. 

There’s one with notes, cur-
sive and pencil, on the mast-

head page. Attendance 14,492. Hot and humid all 
afternoon. Thunderstorms after 7th race. Raining 
and sloppy. Good day for betting. Hit exactas in 
3rd and 7th races. Another, the same hand-writing. 
Rain early morning, clearing before noon. Track 
muddy. Sunny and warm all afternoon. Only one 
(1) winner. Bad betting day all around. And anoth-
er, same hand-writing. Sunny and hot. Not as warm 
as the first three days of the week. Very bad day 
for betting. Poor luck all day long. Better luck for 
tomorrow. 

For a moment, I wonder if it’s John’s hand-writ-
ing and then I remember, he was a man about books, 
not about racing. I liked him just the same. 

Lyrical John cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY
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