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WORTH REPEATING
“They have, and I haven’t.”

Todd Pletcher, asked if people have questioned  
whether he’s written his Hall of Fame speech yet

Person 1: “Labor Day’s only a month away.”
Person 2: “On what calendar?”
Person 1: “My own.”

“I miss all of you.”
Exercise rider Nick Bush, 

while working the sales at Fasig Tipton

“I wish you luck for a great meet.”
Mike Kelly, a loyal reader and friend of The Special 

“I can throw a rock and hit where the Winick Training Center 
used to be.”

Kelly, about his Florida home 

“Twenty is better than none. Kind of like, ‘Winning is better 
than losing,’ to quote Nuke Laloosh.”

Longtime reader Shawn Meyers  
about The Special’s 20-issue run in 2021

“Delora calls him Howard Stern. He looks just like him.”
Owner Nick Beaver, about his wife’s nickname 

 for trainer Gary Contessa (she’s got a point)

“Stay sober. Bet show.”
Racetracker and philosopher John Wayne Eastwood, 

 with advice on how to survive Saratoga

“He’s not even looking at that thing in the infield. You’d think 
he’d be like, ‘What is that?’ 

Trainer Gary Contessa, as Sanford runner  
Maryland Brando galloped past a giant,  

high-definition digital image of Tiz The Law 
 on the infield tote board Thursday

Here&There...in Saratoga

All in Line. 
The Opening Day crowd was ready early Thursday.
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NAMES  
OF THE DAY
Misspell, third race Saturday: 
Owner Peter Brant went for the 
troll and named his 3-year-old 
filly in honor of sire American 
Pharoah’s botched spelling job 
(we credit NYRA’s Ryan Martin for 
coming up with the “O before A be-
cause he won the Derb-ay” rhyme for help-
ing us remember).

Informal, sixth race Saturday: The Will Farish homebred, a 
2-year-old by Honor Code, is out of Casual Look. He’s got a 
brother named Sportswear.

Snicket, third race Sunday. The 4-year-old filly owned by 
Highland Yard is by Lemon Drop Kid and if you’re a reader 
you might know Lemony Snicket, the pen name of Ameri-
can novelist Daniel Handler in the “A Series of Unfortunate 
Events” children’s books. They’ve sold 60 million copies.
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New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association
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“If I remember correctly, they  
used to gallop a lot slower  

in the old days. Those 2-year-olds,  
they used to gallop slower, further.”

Trainer H. Allen Jerkens, 
1929-2015

nytha.com | 516.488.2337  
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Chair, Equine & Racing Law 

516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 

�e�resen�n� o�ners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, 
dri�ers and horse�en associa�ons in business transac�ons and 

�a�ers before the �e� �ork �tate �a�in� �o��ission 
and in the federal and state courts.  

Tod Marks
East Coast Bias. A Thoroughbred puts on a show – along with the sun – on the 
Oklahoma training track Thursday.

Here&There...in Saratoga
Aftercare Day set for Wednesday

The New York Racing Association, New York Thorough-
bred Horsemen’s Association and New York Thoroughbred 
Breeders host the inaugural New York Thoroughbred After-
care Day at Saratoga Race Course Wednesday, July 21. The 
featured race will be the Rick Violette Stakes, named for the 
late NYTHA president who spearheaded the creation of the 
Take2 Second Career Thoroughbred Program and Take The 
Lead retirement program, and was a founding member of the 
Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance.

The timing of the event is no coincidence, explained train-
er Rick Schosberg, who succeeded Violette as President of 
Take2 and Take The Lead in 2018.

“We’re proud to carry on Rick Violette’s work in promot-
ing and protecting our equine athletes,” Schosberg said. “The 
horses give us so much – the excitement of the race, the 
pleasure of their company, our appreciation of their power 
and beauty. We owe our very livelihoods to them. It is our 
duty to make sure they have safe haven when their racing 
careers are over.”

New York Thoroughbred Aftercare Day will begin with former racehorses showcasing the 
skills learned in their second careers. More than 800 racehorses have been retired through Take 
The Lead from the NYRA racetracks. The majority of the horses go on to New Vocations Race-
horse Adoption Program, which has a facility in Gansevoort, and ReRun, based just outside of 
Albany in East Greenbush, for retraining and rehoming. The two organizations will bring former 
racehorses to the track for live demonstrations before the first race. ReRun will be represented 
by two New York-bred stalwarts – former claimer Golden Giant, and former stakes horse Uncle 
Sigh. Both retired in early 2020, and have found success in second careers in the show ring. 
Golden Giant, a winner at every horse show he has attended to date, will compete in the Hunter 
Division of the Retired Racehorse Project’s Thoroughbred Makeover in Kentucky in October.

New Vocations will be represented by a trio of horses. Inventor’s Gate, who made 31 starts 
before retiring in 2019, will be put through his paces in ranch riding; Remembering Bobbie will 
demonstrate his dressage moves; and Soaring Star will show off his show jumping ability.

“It’s amazing how versatile and adaptable retired racehorses can be,” NYTHA President Joe 
Appelbaum said. “Most have put their racing careers behind them by the time they are five or six 
years old, but horses can live well into their 20s. That’s why New York’s horsemen are staunch 
supporters not only of Thoroughbred aftercare, but also in promoting second career opportuni-
ties that will create a market for our horses long after they leave the track.”

The New York Thoroughbred industry has donated more than $1.28 million toward race-
horse retirement every year. In addition to the contributions made by NYRA, NYTHA, NYTB, the 
NYRA jockey colony, and individual owners and trainers, there have been two ground-breaking 
programs implemented at the NYRA tracks. Owners pay a per-start fee for every horse that rac-
es, and they pay a surcharge on every horse claimed out of a NYRA race. Those two programs 
alone raise about $500,000 every year.

“New York State is the national leader when it comes to responsibly protecting our retired 
racehorses,” said NYRA President and CEO Dave O’Rourke. “NYRA is pleased to partner with 
NYTHA and the NYTB to create a day at Saratoga to honor the hard work of so many involved 
in thoroughbred aftercare.”

Racing fans can show their support by texting AFTERCARE2021 to 44321 and donating to 
Take The Lead, or by opting to make a donation to the TAA when cashing a winning ticket on an 
AmTote International self-service betting terminal. All donations are tax deductible.

In addition to New Vocations, ReRun, Take2 and Take The Lead, the Community Booth be-
hind the jockeys’ quarters will offer information on six additional TAA-accredited aftercare orga-
nizations that support efforts to provide happy and healthy retirement for New York’s racehors-
es: ACTT Naturally, Akindale Thoroughbred Rescue, Lucky Orphans, Old Friends at Cabin Creek, 
Second Chance Thoroughbreds and the Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation.

The culmination of the day will be the post parade for the Rick Violette Stakes, which will 
be led by New York-bred millionaire Zivo. The winner of the 2014 Suburban Handicap, Zivo is 
retired and is the stable pony for trainer Cherie DeVaux.

“As breeders of our equine athletes, the majority of our members foal, raise, break and train 
the Thoroughbreds that compete in New York and across the country,” said NYTB President 
Tom Gallo. “We like to know that when a horse leaves our care to have a career on the racetrack, 
then once retired continues to have a prosperous and meaningful life. Each of the organizations 
participating agree it is important and necessary to bring awareness of the widespread aftercare 
efforts in New York directly to our fans at Saratoga.”

Tod Marks
Zivo will lead the post parade 
for Wednesday’sfeature.

http://msek.com/
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LICENSE PLATE OF THE DAY
1 MTP, New York.

BY THE NUMBERS
1: Miami Dolphins Tua Tagovailoa jersey at the races on Open-
ing Day.

12: Cars parked on East Avenue across from The Special’s 
office at 1:37 Thursday morning.

2.3 million: Views of Jeremiah Englehart’s Tik Tok video 
“My last Truly”

WORTH REPEATING
“We’re up here, how bad could it be?”

Owner Anthony Bonomo, about how things are going

“When I leave I might pull out one of these old posts and take it 
home with me. There’s a lot of history. Man O’ War might have 
chewed on one of these posts.”

Trainer Gary Contessa, admiring the tree trunks used as 
posts to hold up the rail of the old Horse Haven track

“It’s too late. It’s Saratoga.”
Agent Mike Sellitto about trying  

to find rides on the morning of entries 

“Can we put him in?”
Agent Dave Grace when seeing Bill Mott’s dog 

 Winston running circles Friday morning

“Never enough.”
Trainer Bill Mott when asked about the quality of his stable

“It started with kids during Covid. I enjoy it because there are 
some really funny people out there and there’s nothing better 
than a good laugh.  You can’t be serious all the time. There’s a 
time and a place for that for sure. Whether China is watching 
over us, who cares?”

Trainer Jeremiah Englehart  
on his burgeoning Tik Tok comedy career 

“May the Force be with you.”
Longtime reader Della Micah about the start of The Special

“It means so much to have smiling faces and having Saratoga 
back to the way it should be. And having a win is very special.”

John Hendrickson after Marylou Whitney Stable’s 
 homebred Pretty Birdie won the Schuylerville

“Muscle memory.”
Anna Hollander, after returning  

from a nine-year hiatus from galloping horses
 
“Club Paradise.”

Sign on the wall in the 
NYRA maintenance garage

“He came back where he left, I guess. You can see how fast he 
goes early in the race, then he relaxes and saves something 
for the end. He listens to me. He hadn’t run in a long time, he 
grow a little more in his mind, maybe. He’s so fast. So fast. 
First couple of jumps, he’s like a shot, that’s a good feeling, 
then you can sit and relax, when you ask, he’s got another kick. 
He does it so easy, you don’t have to ask anything, he does it 
all on his own.”

Jockey Irad Ortiz Jr. after winning 
 the Quick Call on Golden Pal 

 

Here&There...in Saratoga

Go faster...

Saratoga: is it America’s greatest race meet? 
Medaglia d’Oro: he’s certainly Saratoga’s greatest 
stallion. Let’s run that one up the flagpole...

STALLIONS BY CAREER  
SARATOGA STAKES WINNERS
1 Medaglia d’Oro 20
2 A.P. Indy 19
3 Giant’s Causeway 17
4 Danzig 16
 Storm Cat  16
 Tapit 16
 Speightstown  16

GOLD GLORY 
800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“Like Joe Namath in college,  
you can just see it. I don’t know if  

Joe Namath threw any champions or not.  
But this guy…this guy is something.”

Trainer Wesley Ward,
about Quick Call winner Golden Pal

https://www.brookledge.com/
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/medaglia-doro?utm_source=thisishorseracing.com/&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=medaglia_doro&utm_content=half_page
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STABLE TOUR
Meet the people & horses who make Saratoga special!

AUGUST 9-10  6:30 PM
859.255.1555 | fasigtipton.com

Jeremiah Englehart led off the Fasig-Tipton Sta-
ble Tour the last two years, a nod in part to his 
near year-round presence in the Oklahoma Annex 
at Saratoga Race Course. We bumped him to the 
second slot this year, with soon-to-be inducted Hall 
of Fame trainer Todd Pletcher back in the lead-off 
role, and Englehart wasn’t impressed. 

“Sounds good Tom,” Englehart texted The Spe-
cial’s Tom Law this week. “I can’t believe Todd got 
first crack. What has he done???”

Englehart was obviously kidding – and conced-
ed that fact in another text a minute later – but 
the joke came as no surprise from the trainer who 
started making Tik Tok videos during the pandemic 
to entertain his wife and kids. He still makes the 
videos and it’s more than just family getting a kick 
from his comedy “career.”

All kidding aside – and it is serious business in 
Englehart’s corner of the Annex with an outbreak 
of equine herpes one barn over – the focal point of 
the trainer’s season is underway and he’s optimistic 
for the 2021 meet. 

“We have a nice bunch of 2-year-olds,” he said 
Friday morning, walking back to the barn after 
watching a late set train on the Oklahoma Train-
ing Track. “The New York-bred crop looks strong 
again. And the 2- turning 3-year-olds, horses like 
River Dog, the filly I run today (Baudi Moovan), 
hopefully will be able to make that jump and make 
some noise this meet.”

Englehart sat down in his office to discuss the 
Saratoga string, and a few others, starting with sev-
eral 2-year-olds. 

Solasta: Jeff Drown’s and Don Rachel’s 2-year-old Golden-
cents filly finished eighth in Thursday’s fifth, her career debut. 
A $300,000 purchase at last year’s Fasig-Tipton Select Yearling 
Showcase, she’s out of the winning Speightstown mare Greer 
Lynn. “I loved her (Thursday). It was a strange day for the dirt. 
It looked as if the horses didn’t want to run through any of the 
kickback. We’ll see. I’m just going to draw a line through it. … 
She’s been my most advanced 2-year-old all spring up here. 
Mike Ryan bought her for Jeff Drown, she was at Stonestreet 
Farm and was well thought of there. Came up here and was 
working really well. I thought she was one of my nicer fillies 
over the years. Don’t know what happened there Opening Day, 
just draw a line through it and see if we can get her back at the 
end of the meet.” 

Brady’s Legacy: A $250,000 purchase this year by Bob 
Hahn, 2-year-old New York-bred by Street Boss will run for 

partnership. “We named him after Don Brady. He was one of 
the owners on the horse, really solid guy and just passed away. 
He’s a horse Travis Durr liked at the sale. We had a number that 
we wanted to get him for. He went over that but seems like a 
colt that seems like he’s going to be really nice.”

Laoban’s Legacy: New York-bred 2-year-old filly by 
the late Laoban out of the Bernardini mare Paper Kite cost 
$150,000 in April. “Donato Lanni bought for Joe Bucci. She’s 
a nice New York-bred. Looks like she’ll be early in the meet 
and there’s a race for her in the first book. She’s been working 
pretty steady. Looks like she’ll be a nice filly. Hopefully she can 
debut here and move on to some stakes. She seems like she 
has a lot of ability.” 

Too Many Nick’s: Bill Parcells went to $150,000 to buy 
New York-bred Gun Runner colt at Fasig-Tipton Gulfstream 
2-year-olds in training sale. He’s breezed three times at Sara-
toga, including 3 furlongs in :37.41 on the Oklahoma last Sat-
urday. “He’s been working forward, probably second or third 
book, looks like he’ll be a nice New York-bred. He’s growing 
still. I kind of knew when he came in he wasn’t going to be 
a 5-, 5 1/2-furlong type horse. So I’ll wait until I can get him 
three-quarters, seven-eighths first time. He looks like he has 
some promise.”

Scarlet Stripe: Kentucky-bred 2-year-old filly by Gun 
Runner cost Fortune Farm, Harlow Stables and It’s All About 
The Girls $500,000 at last year’s Fasig-Tipton Select Yearling 
Showcase. She’s out of the graded-stakes placed Divine Park 
mare Divine Dawn. “She was a filly that was working really 
well at Travis’ and when she came in she had a foot issue with 
a frog. She’s working her way through that now. She’s a filly 

Travis couldn’t say enough about at the farm. Hopefully she 
can show that here.” 

Tempermental: Mark Stanley’s 2-year-old New York-bred 
Practical Joke filly cost $155,000 in April. She’s worked three 
times this summer at Saratoga, including a half on the training 
track in :50.77 July 3. “Zach Madden bought her. Since she’s 
come in she’s done well. She battled a little bit of a shin issue 
early on, now it looks like she’s been able to come back and 
make a start here.” 

Rooski: Named for Englehart’s daughter Anna, whose nick-
name is Roooo, 2-year-old New York-bred daughter of Tourist 
cost Englehart and Travis Durr $15,000 at the 2019 Fasig-Tip-
ton Saratoga October mixed sale. Owned by Englehart and his 
mother, Sheila Englehart, worked for the seventh time at Sara-
toga when she went a half-mile in :51.85 on the Oklahoma turf 
Friday. “She’s going to run early, maybe on the 22nd. Definitely 
going to be turf. Looks like she’ll be pretty precocious. Work-
ing pretty good here.”

Chiromante: Irish-bred 2-year-old filly by freshman sire 
and Grade 1 winner Caravaggio cost Richard Nicolai’s For-
tune Farm, MC Stable and Bob Hahn $185,000 at last year’s 
Fasig-Tipton Select Yearling Showcase. “She looks like she’ll 
be a nice filly, probably turf and later on, second or third book. 
She’s shown she has some promise as well. I’m kind of curious 
how the Caravaggios are going to run. They’ve gotten off to a 
pretty good start.”

Mike J: Robin Lane Thoroughbreds’s homebred Louisi-
ana-bred 2-year-old colt by Sky Mesa breezed a half in :49.31 

With Jeremiah Englehart

Continued On Page 8 
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7Saturday, July 17, 2021 the Saratoga Special

365 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 | www.TheAdelphiHotel.com | (518) 678-6000

Featuring Luxury Accommodations & World-Class Cuisine

CALL (518) 678-6000 TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE OR CATER YOUR EVENT

YO U R  I D E A L  D I N I N G  D E S T I N AT I O N  F O R
Racing Season In Saratoga!

C A T E R I N G S A R A T O G A ’ S  F A R M  T O  T A B L E  S T E A K H O U S E

SALT CHAR

https://theadelphihotel.com/
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on the Oklahoma July 9, his fourth breeze in Saratoga. “He 
came in from Travis. He’s been one of the colts that it doesn’t 
matter who I put him up against he handles himself well. 
Seems pretty forward. Not too far away from a race, probably 
the second book.” 

Sea Pines: A $40,000 purchase by Durr and Englehart at 
last year’s Fasig-Tipton Kentucky October yearling sale, Ken-
tucky-bred by Connect will run for Fortune Farm, MC Stable 
and Bob Hahn. She’s worked five times at Saratoga. “She 
worked (:48.60) out of the gate last week. End of this book, 
beginning of next book.”

Babyitsgoldoutside: Kentucky-bred 2-year-old filly by 
Goldencents. Owned by Daniel Hughes and Robin Lane Thor-
oughbreds, she cost $50,000 in April and has five breezes in 
Saratoga. “She’s open but seems like she can compete here in 
Saratoga.”

Quad Party: Half-brother to the Englehart-trained stakes 
winner Party At Page’s, 2-year-old New York-bred by Norman-
dy Invasion out of the winning Lion Heart mare Auntgrace. He 
breezed a half at Finger Lakes in :49.10 July 10. “We bought 
him as a yearling. I went to look at him at the farm. Real pretty 
colt. He’ll probably make a race up here. I know Normandy In-
vasion hasn’t done a whole lot but hopefully this horse can get 
carried by what’s on the bottom side of his pedigree. There’s a 
lot of runners on the bottom side. Party At Page’s ran second, 
then won up here, won the Finger Lakes race then I bought 

(Quad Party). He’s a good colt, sold himself, very athletic look-
ing.”

Party At Page’s: Three-year-old Gemologist New York-
bred filly has banked $159,372 for Gold Star Racing Stable, 
Emcee Stable and Brian McKenzie. She’s 3-2-1 in seven starts, 
including win in the Lady Finger Stakes last fall at Finger Lakes. 
“She’s over at Finger Lakes, just won an allowance race there 
(July 14). I started her over there because I didn’t know where 
to place her here. I’ll probably bring her here and run her in a 
two-other-than. I would like to start her on the grass because 
I’ve always felt like she’d be more of a turf horse. I just haven’t 
changed anything because she’s doing well.”

Raymond Road: Emcee Stable’s homebred 2-year-old New 
York-bred Flatter filly is a half sister to stakes winners A Life 
That’s Good and I Still Miss You. “She’s one we had down at 
the farm with Woodberry Paine and brought her up here to get 
her going. She’ll probably be late in the meet but looks like she 
has some promise.”

Bistrita: A $90,000 weanling purchase by Larry Hirsch at the 
2019 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga October mixed sale, 2-year-old 
daughter of Gormley turned in her first breeze Wednesday go-
ing 3 furlongs in :38.21 on the main track. “She’s a pretty nice 
filly. Not very big but for her size she has a little bit of length to 
her. And she’s quick. The first time I worked her I worked her 
with an older horse I’m Fine and she had no problems staying 
with her. Looks like she has an upside.”

Full Ahead: Charles Engel’s homebred 2-year-old Astern 
colt breezed 3-furlongs in :38.03 July 3 on the Oklahoma 
before heading across town. “I just sent him over to Stowe 
Burke’s farm to jog for like two weeks but he’s a horse we’re 

pretty high on him. I’m anxious to see how the Astern horses 
start off and how they do. He’s a really good-looking colt. He’s 
going to be really nice. After his last work I took him to the 
track and he seemed like he was tight all over. Couldn’t really 
pinpoint one thing or another. I figured get him over there, get 
in his salt water spas.”

River Dog: Hahn’s homebred 3-year-old Twirling Candy colt 
ran record to 2-for-2 with victory in the Mike Lee Stakes May 
31 at Belmont. “I’m going to the Amsterdam (Aug. 1). “As I 
continue to train him he’s proven to me he can be a graded 
stakes horse. He has that kind of potential. I see him, he re-
minds me a little of Three Technique as a 2-year-old and does 
things now that make me think he’s going to continue to climb 
the ladder.”

Three Technique: Parcells’ three-time winner and 
$335,390-earner finished third in the Grade 2 John A. Nerud 
Stakes July 4 at Belmont behind Grade 1 winners Mind Control 
and Firenze Fire. A maiden winner here at 2, 4-year-old son of 
Mr Speaker makes third straight appearance in the Stable Tour. 
“Thank God he keeps making the barn tour every year. We’re 
going to run him in the Alfred G. Vanderbilt (July 31). I thought 
he ran really well in his last start. Probably just couldn’t get 
clear and he’s a horse that needs to run in the clear when he’s 
making his move. Hopefully he can stay with that group and 
prove he’s a Breeders’ Cup type horse by the end of the year. 
You always think Firenze Fire, Mind Control, they’re always go-
ing to be at the top of the class and to get beat a length and a 
half to them I have a feeling he can. We’re going to add blinkers 
too to see if that helps.”

Continued On Page 9 

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 6
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War Smoke: Peter Dorsman Racing’s and 
Steven Bouchey’s 3-year-old New York-bred 
War Dancer colt, a $40,000 purchase at last 
year’s Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 2-year-old sale, 
makes debut in today’s first race. “He’s a War 
Dancer that’s been working very, very well. I 
wouldn’t be surprised if he ended up being 
dirt, but like the other War Dancers I started 
him out on the grass.” 

Baudi Moovin: A member of last year’s 
Stable Tour, 3-year-old New York-bred daugh-
ter of Twirling Candy finished fourth in her 
debut in Friday’s 10th. Owned by Fortune 
Farm, Hahn, Johns Martin, Bill Rucker and 
Don and Donald Young Jr., she’s named for 
the online sleuth Deanna Thompson from the 
Netflix hit documentary Don’t  F**k With Cats. 
“She made the Tour last year and I’m going 
to give her one more shot this year. I think 
I finally found her niche and put her on the 
grass. Whenever I’ve put her on the grass 
she’s worked very well.” 

Makingcents: Last year’s Fleet Indian 
Stakes winner also earned a nomination as 
champion 3-year-old New York-bred filly 
honors. Owned by Fortune Farm, 4-year-old 
daughter of Goldencents is working toward 
first start since a third in the Empire Distaff 

Handicap last October at Belmont. “Just came 
back in, will run in an open allowance and 
maybe point to the (Saratoga Dew Stakes, 
Aug. 12). She seems like the time off did her 
well and hopefully she’ll be back to form by 
the time that race comes to form.”
Risky Mischief: Jeff Drown’s 4-year-old 
New York-bred Into Mischief filly sports a 
3-for-7 record, including her debut win here 
in 2019 and an allowance last year. Off since a 
third in the Autumn Days in late November at 
Aqueduct. “She really has hit her stride on the 
turf. Third in open turf stakes at Aqueduct last 
fall. Niall Brennan and his crew did a great job 
bringing her back. She’s bigger and stronger 
than she was. Hoping she can compete in a 
stakes race up here this year on the turf.”

U Guys Are No Fun: Flower City Racing’s 
and Christopher Meyer’s 3-year-old New York-
bred Effinex filly walloped a field of maidens by 
20 lengths at Finger Lakes June 9. A $10,500 
buy at the 2019 Fasig-Tipton Kentucky Octo-
ber yearling sale, she’s worked three times 
since and could show up next at Saratoga. “I 
ran her at Belmont going short one day, she 
ran kind of a blah fifth. I always thought she’d 
be better going two turns and going further. I 
broke her maiden at Finger Lakes. I was going 
to run her in the New York Oaks if that race 
ever went. She’s one I’d think about for the 
Fleet Indian because the further she goes the 
better she’s going to go. She loves to com-
pete. She’ll be a New York-bred filly that puts 
her name out there a little bit.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

Thoroughbred
reTiremenT
FoundaTion

at the barn

trf

BBQ
NightSummerNightSummer

The Saratoga Winery

Route 29 • Saratoga Springs, NY

Details at www.trfinc.org

August 24, 2021
5-9 pm

grab your 
boots and 

join us!
A casual evening of 
FUNdraising, food, 

music, basket raffles, 
and horses, too!

––––––––––––––––––––––––

Early-bird price for tickets 
is $40 until August 1! 

Available at www.TRFinc.org 
or call 518.226.0028

http://fasigtipton.com/
https://www.trfinc.org/
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C L O U D  c o m p u t i n g cloud COMPUTING

U P G R A D E 
T O  T H E  C L O U D .

$160,000
$155,000
etc.

FIRST YEARLINGS
AT F-T JULY:

BY TOM LAW
Althiqa and Summer Romance 

stepped out of the USDA quarantine 
facility next to the Oklahoma Annex 
barns Friday morning, side-by-side 
with stoic-as-ever pony rider Juan 
“Bam Bam” Galvez between them, on 
the way to train one last time before 
today’s Grade 1 Diana Stakes and a 
trip home.

The Godolphin pair – serious 
players for the $500,000 turf stakes 
– walked across Fifth Avenue, past 
Shug’s gap on the Oklahoma Training 
Track, along the horse path past the 
Clement and Mott strings on the turn 
and past the barns inside Horse Hav-
en. They walked as a team, Summer 
Romance decked out in a black hood 

and ear covers and alongside the pony 
to keep her settled. 

They stayed a team across Union 
Avenue and into the backyard, past 
picnic tables claimed by early risers 
and didn’t pay much attention to one 
splayed out on his wooden for-a-day 
oasis who’d either been overserved 
Thursday, up all night into Friday or 
perhaps both. 

After four trips around the pad-
dock walking ring waiting out the 
break with a set of Rudy Rodriguez 
breezers, the trio walked onto the 
main track. Tod Marks

Stablemates Althiqa (right) and Summer Romance head to the track Friday.

DIANA STAKES PREVIEW

Teamwork
Godolphin’s Althiqa, Summer 
Romance target another Grade 1

Continued On Page 12 

https://www.spendthriftfarm.com/
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http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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BREEDING 
BOARDING  

LAYUPS 
SALES PREP

HermitageFarm.com 
502.228.1426

Home of

HOT ROD C
HARLIE 

Multi
ple C
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They jogged the right away along 
the outside rail on the first turn before 
breaking off from the pony on the 
backstretch for a light gallop, Sum-
mer Romance and her hood leading 
at first before they changed positions 
with Althiqa in front by the time they 
pulled up on the backstretch. Galvez 
caught them on the back near the Ser-
pe gap, where they went off to start 
another meandering walk through 
the backstretch and eventually across 
Union, through the Oklahoma and 
back to the quarantine area. 

Sophie Chretien, trainer Charlie 
Appleby’s traveling assistant, oversaw 
the whole routine that she’s kept since 
the duo arrived Monday from Bel-
mont Park. 

“They’re like sisters, no?” she said. 
“We’ve been doing that routine to 
get them to visit and know the place. 
Summer Romance is more on her 
toes, that’s why we have the pony. 
She needed it one day or two and now 
(whistles), she relaxes. It’s good we’ve 
come a few days before because she 

can be funny.”
Althiqa and Summer Romance 

didn’t give the opposition reason to 
laugh in the Grade 1 Just A Game, fin-
ishing 1-2 in the Belmont Stakes Day 
undercard stakes. They’ll try to do the 
same in today’s Diana, which at 9 fur-
longs presents another challenge at a 
new location for the Europeans. 

The Godolphin pair takes on the 
1-2 finishers from the Grade 3 Beau-
gay in Harvey’s Lil Goil and Lemis-
ta, the latter for trainer Chad Brown 
as he seeks his sixth consecutive and 

Diana –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Lemista, with a little something to smile about, is the Diana favorite. Continued On Page 14 

Tod Marks
Sophie Chretien oversees the Appleby run-
ners in Saratoga.

https://www.hermitagefarm.com/horses/consignments/
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Sire of 2020 Diana S. (G1) winner

RUSHING FALL

The only sire to have an ECLIPSE AWARD CHAMPION each of the last 4 years
MALE & FEMALE, DIRT & TURF

Ready For 

S A R A T O G A  A C T I O N 

https://www.winstarfarm.com/
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        1st Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf [G1] 
       1st UAE Derby [G2] by 18½ L. in record time 
       2nd Dewhurst Stakes [G1] 
       2nd Travers Stakes [G1] 
       3rd Jockey Club Gold Cup Stakes [G1]

Aisling Duignan, Dermot Ryan, Charlie O’Connor, Adrian Wallace,  
Robyn Murray or Blaise Benjamin. Tel: 859-873-7088. Fax: 859-879 5756. 

FIRST CROP YEARLINGS NOW SELLING

G1-winning 2YO just like his sire 

SCAT DADDY 
and his half-brother 

INTO MISCHIEF 

A $3,000,000 sale topper at  
Keeneland September and also half-brother 

to 11-time G1 winner BEHOLDER

MENDELSSOHN

seventh overall Diana. Brown also 
runs French Group 3 winner Pocket 
Square.

Althiqa won the Just A Game with 
a late rally over her front-running 
stablemate under Mike Smith and is 
the 3-1 second choice on the line for 
the Diana behind the 5-2 Lemista. 
Manny Franco takes over for Smith 
aboard the English-bred daughter of 
Dark Angel. Luis Saez, off to a fast 
start at the meet, takes the return call 
on the Irish-bred Kingman filly Sum-
mer Romance. 

“Althiqa is a proper miler and I 
think Summer Romance, the 9 fur-
longs suits her better,” Chretien 
said. “Now I don’t know about the 
ground.”

The condition of the grass figures 
to be in play with a strong chance of 
rain and even a flash-flood warning is-
sued by the National Weather Service 

from noon today through noon Sun-
day for portions of Saratoga County. 
Both have experience on soft courses 
in Europe.

“Althiqa ran in Deauville in deep 
like this,” Chretien said, holding her 
hands about a foot apart. “And she 
has a big heart. Summer Romance, if 
it gets very soft I’m not too sure. Soft 
here can be different than soft in the 
U.K.”

Appleby, one of Europe’s leading 
trainers and appointed as Godol-
phin’s head conditioner in 2013, came 
up with the plan to come to the U.S. 
with the fillies during the Dubai Rac-
ing Carnival over the winter at Mey-
dan Racecourse. The two competed 
there with Althiqa winning the Grade 
2 Cape Verdi at 1 mile, with Summer 
Romance fifth; and Summer Romance 
winning the Grade 2 Balanchine at 9 
furlongs, with Althiqa third. 

Neither raced from the Balanchine 
Feb. 18. until the Just A Game June 5. 

“In Dubai the plan was mainly 

Diana –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
English-bred Pocket Square gets a rematch with Althiqa and Summer Romance.

Continued On Page 16 

https://coolmore.com/
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For more information please contact: 
Oaklawn Racing Office
racing@oaklawn.com 

501-363-4300

Live Racing Returns 
December 3

$1.25 Million Arkansas Derby on April 2
2 Year-Old Racing in December

Allowance Races Start at $100,000

https://oaklawn.com/racing/?utm_source=SaratogaSpecial&utm_medium=FP&utm_campaign=22HR&utm_content=Stakes
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Purchased during the early days of Eclipse, the racing partnership founded by Califor-
nian Wellman, the chestnut colt from the consignment of Brandywine Farm cost $105,000 
and took his owners on a short but brilliant run including an Arkansas Derby win and a 
third in the Kentucky Derby. He stood at stud in Kentucky and Ohio and recently passed 
away due to an apparent heart attack.

“You’re only as good as the horses who are wearing your colors. When you diversify and we do a 
lot of buying privately off the racetrack and go to 2-year-old sales, but buying yearlings is my favor-
ite part of scouting equine talent. He was a big part in establishing Eclipse on the racetrack. I have 
very fond memories because that was so early on. It was so important to get it right and I never lose 
sight of that when I’m working that sale. 

“I distinctly remember going back and looking at Danza over and over again and I remember 
waiting for Danza to come through the ring. One-hundred thousand for us for a yearling at that 
time was real money – it still is, don’t get me wrong – but it was absolutely nerve-wracking. Some-
body else’s bid landed on 100 and to push for that extra five was excruciating. I raised my hand.”

DANZA, 2012 Aron Wellman, Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners

SEPTEMBER
M O N .  1 3  -  S A T .  2 5

ONE HORSE  Keeneland September buyers  
and sellers remember some  
names from the past. 

Tod M
arks

the Belmont Stakes with Rebel Ro-
mance,” Chretien said. “He said, ‘If 
we sent Rebel Romance we have a 
bunch to go.’ We took four horses. 
Unfortunately Rebel Romance didn’t 
make it, things didn’t go right. They 
saved the trip.”

Lemista, an Irish-bred 4-year-old 
daughter of Raven’s Pass, finished a 
half-length behind Harvey’s Lil Goil 
in the 1 1/16-mile Beaugay in her 
American debut and first start since 
mid-September. 

She won two group stakes in Ire-
land as a 3-year-old for trainer Ger 
Lyons before being purchased by Pe-
ter Brant. 

Hall of Fame trainer Bill Mott goes 
for his fifth Diana win with Harvey’s 
Lil Goil. Winner of last year’s Grade 
1 Queen Elizabeth II Challenge Cup 
at Keeneland and a close third there 
four weeks later in the Breeders’ Cup Filly and 
Mare Turf, the daughter of American Pharoah fin-
ished fifth last time out going 10 furlongs on yield-
ing ground in the Grade 2 New York. 

Mott won three consecutive editions of the Di-

ana with Sand Springs, Angara and My Typhoon 
from 2005 to 2007 and again in 2010 with Proviso. 

Arnaud Delacour shipped Lael Stable’s Mag-
ic Attitude from his base at Fair Hill for the Di-
ana and might consider a scratch if the turf is too 

soft. A Grade 1 winner last year, the 
4-year-old daughter of Galileo strug-
gled home seventh in the boggy New 
York contested just after a major 
thunderstorm at Belmont June 4. 

Delacour took over Magic Atti-
tude’s training last summer not long 
after the filly finished fifth in the 
Group 1 Prix de Diane at Chantilly 
in early July. 

He hoped to run her in the Grade 1 
Del Mar Oaks in the summer but an 
illness shortly after her arrival in the 
U.S. derailed that plan. She won her 
American debut in the Grade 1 Bel-
mont Oaks Invitational and followed 
that with a third on ground labeled 
good in the QEII at Keeneland. 

“Honestly we got lucky in the 
Belmont Oaks because it wasn’t 
that great of a field, looking back 
at it,” Delacour said. “Doesn’t mat-
ter though, a Grade 1 is a Grade 1. 
I don’t think she especially liked the 
ground (at Keeneland). But at Keene-
land good can be a little deep, it’s san-
dy.”

The other two Diana entrants are 
longshots – Grade 1 Gamely runner-up La Signare 
for trainer Brendan Walsh at 15-1 and Grade 3 
Eatontown winner Vigilantes Way for Shug Mc-
Gaughey. 

Diana –
 Continued from page 14

Tod Marks
Trainer Shug McGaughey keeps an eye on Vigilantes Way, half-sister to steeplechase start Snap 
Decision, and exercise rider Lena Lorieul.

https://september.keeneland.com/
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Maryland-bred, 
Maryland-sired 
run with the best.

Maryland-bred, Maryland-sired G1 Diana Stakes winner 
PEARL NECKLACE won a total of  NINE NY stakes, SEVEN 
Graded and retired with career earnings of  $737,862.

Look for Maryland-breds in the winner’s circle  
at race tracks all over the world.

Watch for them at the sales.

Maryland Horse Breeders Association
321 Main Street, Reisterstown, MD • 410.252.2100

https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/
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BY JOE CLANCY
At Fasig-Tipton Midlantic’s fall 

yearling sale in October, Nick and 
Delora Beaver kept coming back to 
a Flatter colt they knew from their 
home next to Sycamore Hall Farm 
in Chesapeake City, Md. Intelligent, 
well-bred, well-put-together, the dark 
bay would look good in the Beavers’ 
black and teal Bell Gable Stable silks. 

Of course, the Beavers – owners 
since 2017 – were going to have to 
spend some money for the Mary-
land-bred from the family of stakes 
horses Who Did It And Run, Gi-
ant Run, American Victory, Who’s 
Cozy and others. The budget was 
$150,000. Nick was bidding, Delora 
was on the phone.

“It was at 150, it got to 200 and 
I kept waiting for her to say 200 and 
we got to 240 and somebody went to 
245,” Nick said afterward. “She said 
we’d go one more and stop there. 
When you buy a horse for that price 
. . . a lot of people buy homes for that 
price. If you’re not confident about it, 
don’t do it.”

The Beavers were confident, and 
landed the colt for $250,000. At the 
time, they were hoping their new pur-
chase might push Bell Gable beyond 
its Mid-Atlantic roots. 

“You kind of hope this horse can Michael Trombetta Jr.
Maryland Brando gallops on the main track Friday morning.

SANFORD STAKES PREVIEW

Big Leagues
Bell Gable, Contessa arrive
in Saratoga with debut winner

Continued On Page 19 

https://www.waltandwhitmanbrewing.com/
http://www.brisnet.com/content/
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be a Saratoga-type horse,” said Nick. 
“We have big plans for him.”

And here he is. 
Named Maryland Brando, that colt 

won his debut at Delaware Park June 
2 and steps into Saturday’s Grade 3 
Sanford Stakes at 10-1 against Bel-
mont Park maiden winner Wit (the 
8-5 morning-line favorite) in a field of 
12. The historic $150,000 stakes, first 
run in 1913 and won by Tom Fool, 
Secretariat and Affirmed on a long list 
of greats, is the ninth race (post time 
5:40 p.m.) on an 11-race card that 
also features the Grade 1 Diana. 

The moment is not lost on the Bea-
vers.

“This was Nick’s dream,” said De-
lora. “I didn’t grow up on the race-
track like he did. He’s always talked 
to me about eventually getting horses 
and racing them. He grew up at Wa-
terford Park and cleaned stalls when 
he was a 10-year-old kid. I thought 
we were going to get a few horses, 
three or four. We’ve had a lot more 
than I expected, but we are so excited 
about Maryland Brando.”

Nick Beaver grew up at Waterford 
Park (now Mountaineer Racetrack) 
in West Virginia, worked on the back-
side in the morning and the frontside 
in the afternoon. He served in the 
Navy, met Delora and went on to suc-
cess in the business world. They own 
Kamcor, a skilled-labor contracting 
company supplying welders, pipe-fit-
ters and other contractors to projects 
along the East Coast. 

They bought their first racehorse 
in 2017, won nine races in 2018 and 
grew to 25 wins (from 121 starts) in 
2019. Then came a re-trenching. Bell 
Gable didn’t need to get that big, 
and might be better served focusing 
on quality over quantity. That natu-
rally led to breeding, spending more 
money at the sales, fewer starts on the 
track and last year hiring Contessa as 
a private trainer.

The New York fixture closed his 
public stable in March 2020. After 
more than 45 years, he was going 
to focus on buying young horses for 
clients and managing bloodstock. 
Beaver asked about that role, then 
pitched Contessa on becoming Bell 
Gable’s private trainer. The New 
Yorker trains at Delaware Park, lives 

in a two-bedroom in nearby Bear, 
Del., and loves it.

“It’s worked out really well as a 
private job and it’s the only kind of 
job I want to take right now,” Contes-
sa said Thursday morning at Sarato-
ga. “This is a paycheck for me, it’s an 
opportunity to make one phone call a 
day and train them the way I want to 
train them.”

Contessa didn’t really want to stop 
training.

“I never wanted to retire,” he said. 
“I wanted to retire because I was fed 
up of chasing money, chasing bad 
owners, and being chased by the De-
partment of Labor and everything. It 
became overwhelming for me, and 
then Covid hit so it was a great op-
portunity to just walk away.”

He trains 20 or so at Delaware, and 
helps Beaver decide the next steps for 
the squad of mares and young horses 
in the pipeline at Country Life Farm 
and Merryland Farm in Maryland.

Maryland Brando did his early 
prep work at Merryland, then joined 
his trainer at Delaware. It’s been an 
upward trajectory from the start, and 
he demolished seven foes in his de-

Sanford –
 Continued from page 18

We’ll ride anywhere you ship.
(305) 979-7779 

@josesantos_33 on Twitter

Miguel Mena 116 
Saratoga, Churchill Downs,  
Kentucky Downs, Ellis Park

David Cabrera 118  
Churchill Downs, Arlington Park, 

Ellis Park, Remington Park

Reylu Gutierrez 116  
Saratoga, Colonial Downs, Remington Park

Freddy Manrrique 118 
 Remington Park

SANTOS INC. jockeys  
are ready for a big summer.  

Are you?

 

Riders UP! 

Continued On Page 20 

https://gainesway.com/stallions/tapwrit/
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but – letting Stevethevandriver open a 
brief lead in the early stages, challeng-
ing from the outside near the end of 
the turn and running away by 11 1/2 
lengths while geared down late. Car-
ol Cedeno, aboard for the horse’s first 
breeze at Delaware in April, rode him 
in the debut and will be aboard in the 
Sanford.

Contessa appreciates good horses, 
and likes to talk about them, but he un-
derstands what it takes to be competi-
tive in 2-year-old stakes at Saratoga (a 
highlight being a 2018 Spinaway victo-
ry with Sippican Harbor). The trainer 
figures Maryland Brando belongs.

“This horse is not a bad horse,” Con-
tessa said. “If you look at his numbers 
(speed figures), he got a better number 
at one place than he did the other, the 
Beyer number is whatever, the black box says he’s 
the second-best horse in the race. Depending on 
who you talk to, he’s got a chance. Talking to me, 
he’s got a shot. He’s definitely got a shot.”

Thursday morning, Maryland Brando galloped 
an easy mile-and-a-half on the main track, paid no 
attention to the various distractions Saratoga Race 

Course can apply – road crossings, video screens, 
breakfast dishes, baby strollers and so on – and 
walked around the paddock like a professional. 

“The more he trained the better he got,” Con-
tessa said. “At first I wasn’t sure about him. He’s 
matured really well. I have had absolutely unin-
terrupted training with this horse so there’s no ex-

cuse. He’s coming into the race exactly 
the way I wanted him to come into this 
race. We’re going to find out if Dela-
ware’s best is good enough to run with 
Saratoga’s best.”

Saratoga’s best looks pretty tough. 
Wit, trained by Todd Pletcher for 

Repole Stable, St. Elias Stable and 
Gainesway Stable won his debut by 6 
lengths June 5. The $575,000 Keene-
land September purchase, a son of 
freshman sire Practical Joke, breaks 
from the rail for Irad Ortiz Jr. Brendan 
Walsh sends out the 7-2 second choice 
in Candy Landing, who won his debut 
at Churchill Downs June 11. The son of 
Twirling Candy, a Mueller Thorough-
bred Stable homebred, drew off by 4 
1/2 lengths going 5 1/2 furlongs. James 
Graham comes in for the ride from post 
two. Wesley Ward counters with Breeze 
Easy’s Headline Report, a son of Gorm-
ley who won on debut at Keeneland in 
April. The $550,000 Ocala Breeders’ 

Sales graduate breaks from post nine at 5-1 for 
John Velazquez.

All 12 try 6 furlongs for the first time, and rain 
forecasted for Saturday might play a factor. Only 
20-1 Kavod and 15-1 Trust Our Journey (second 
and third in the muddy Tremont in June) have 
raced on an off track. 

Sanford –
 Continued from page 19

Annette Jasko/NYRA
Wit is favored in the Sanford based on an impressive maiden score at Belmont.

https://hubs.ly/H0sDv-C0
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Saturday, July 17.

1ST (1:05PM). $85,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Gonna Be Dancing ......... D. Davis ........................... R. Breed, Jr. ............... 50-1
2  ..... 2 ............Neuro ............................. J. Castellano .................... R. Ribaudo ................... 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............War Smoke .................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Englehart .................. 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Majestic Tiger................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Freudian Fate .................. J. Alvarado ...................... H. Burnett Armstrong . 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............I’m Blaming You............. L. Saez ............................. R. Falcone, Jr. ............ 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............The Great Gazoo ............. J. Lezcano ....................... J. Vazquez .................. 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Sheriff Bianco ................ J. Ortiz ............................. W. Ward ....................... 5-2
9  ..... 9 ............Martinez ......................... M. Franco ........................ C. McGaughey III ......... 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Oliver’s Fortune .............. B. Hernandez ................... J. Ferraro .................... 20-1
11..... 11 ..........Giramonte ...................... E. Cancel .......................... L. Gyarmati ................ 12-1

2ND (1:41PM). $60,000, STR $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............The Great Dansky ........... M. Franco ........................ E. Barker .................... 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............Jake Rocks ..................... L. Saez ............................. D. Donk ...................... 10-1
3  ..... 3 ............Baby Yoda ...................... J. Ortiz ............................. W. Mott ........................ 7-2
4  ..... 4 ............Cause of Action .............. E. Cancel .......................... E. Barker ...................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Repo Rocks .................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Morley ...................... 1-1
6  ..... 6 ............Christopher .................... D. Davis ........................... J. Stephens .................. 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Trash Talker .................... J. Castellano .................... N. Lynch ....................... 5-1

3RD (2:15PM). $103,000, AOC $80,000, 3 YO, F , 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Misspell ......................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 4-1
2  ..... 2 ............Love and Money ............. J. Lezcano ....................... C. DeVaux..................... 5-2
3  ..... 3 ............Amalfi Princess .............. R. Santana, Jr. ................. M. Maker ...................... 8-1
4  ..... MTO ......Trumpet Lilly .................. J. Ortiz ............................. T. Amoss ...................... 2-1
5  ..... MTO ......Bravo Regina .................. . Rider TBA ...................... J. Vazquez .................. 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Seascape ........................ J. Castellano .................... R. Diodoro .................. 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Magisterium (IRE) .......... M. Franco ........................ O. Noda ...................... 10-1
8  ..... MTO ......Semble Juste (IRE) ........ . Rider TBA ...................... K. McPeek .................... 7-2
9  ..... 9 ............Third Draft ...................... J. Ortiz ............................. C. McGaughey III ......... 3-1
10..... 10 ..........Battle Bling ..................... L. Saez ............................. D. Gargan ................... 10-1
11..... 11 ..........Miss Delicious ................ J. Velazquez ..................... D. Donk ........................ 4-1

4TH (2:47PM). $90,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 7 ............Perpetrate ...................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. M. Vera......................... 8-1
1a  .... 12 ..........Agent Creed ................... M. Franco ........................ J. Kimmel ..................... 8-1
2  ..... 1 ............Cotton ............................ J. Alvarado ...................... M. Casse .................... 10-1
3  ..... 2 ............Great Workout ................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 6-1
4  ..... 3 ............The Golden Door ............ J. Velazquez ..................... D. Donk ...................... 10-1
5  ..... 4 ............Catch That Party ............. J. Vargas, Jr. .................... J. Englehart ................ 20-1
6  ..... 5 ............The Last Ace .................. J. Ortiz ............................. D. Donk ...................... 12-1
7  ..... 6 ............Grape Nuts Warrior ........ J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 7-2
8  ..... 8 ............Austrian ......................... L. Saez ............................. D. Gargan ..................... 5-2
9  ..... 9 ............Matty’s Express .............. J. Lezcano ....................... K. Breen ....................... 6-1
10..... MTO ......Jumpster ........................ E. Cancel .......................... G. Sciacca .................... 8-1
11..... 11 ..........Simply ............................ D. Davis ........................... R. Schosberg ............. 15-1
12..... MTO ......Run for Boston ............... D. Davis ........................... B. Miller-Saul ............. 10-1

5TH (3:23PM). $100,000, MSW, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Fromanothamutha .......... M. Franco ........................ R. Handal ................... 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Seal Beach ..................... J. Castellano .................... M. Maker ...................... 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Red Danger .................... L. Saez ............................. B. Lynch ..................... 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Detroit City ..................... J. Velazquez ..................... J. Sisterson .................. 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Uninvited Guest .............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 4-1
6  ..... 6 ............Carpe All Day ................. J. Lezcano ....................... J. Vazquez .................. 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Montauk Point ................ J. Ortiz ............................. C. McGaughey III ......... 3-1
8  ..... 8 ............Street Fight .................... E. Cancel .......................... J. Stephens ................ 50-1
9  ..... 9 ............Chattalot ......................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 9-5

6TH (3:55PM). $100,000, MSW, 2 YO, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............James Aloysius .............. L. Saez ............................. D. Gargan ..................... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Boston Flagship ............. M. Franco ........................ W. Mott ...................... 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Rattle N Roll ................... J. Castellano .................... K. McPeek .................... 7-2
4  ..... 4 ............Portfolio Company ......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 5-2
5  ..... 5 ............Never Say Know (IRE) .... J. Graham ........................ B. Walsh ....................... 9-2
6  ..... 6 ............Commander Compton .... E. Cancel .......................... P. Bauer ...................... 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Informal ......................... J. Ortiz ............................. C. McGaughey III ......... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............R Doc ............................. J. Samuel ........................ R. Keithan .................. 30-1
9  ..... 9 ............Ansel .............................. J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 10-1
10..... 10 ..........Great Britain ................... J. Velazquez ..................... H. Motion ................... 12-1
11..... MTO ......Chileno ........................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 3-1
12..... MTO ......K Club ............................ . Rider TBA ...................... T. Pletcher .................... 4-1

7TH (4:29PM). $105,000, AOC $80,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Happymac ...................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 3-1
1a  .... 8 ............Shekky Shebaz ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Clement.................... 3-1
1x  .... MTO ......Bronx Bomber ................ . Rider TBA ...................... R. Rodriguez ................ 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Battle Station .................. D. Davis ........................... R. Atras ........................ 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Chimney Rock ................ M. Franco ........................ M. Maker .................... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Souper Dormy ................ J. Alvarado ...................... M. Casse ...................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Competitive Saint ........... L. Saez ............................. G. Weaver................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Duress ........................... J. Ortiz ............................. T. Albertrani .................. 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Guildsman (FR) .............. J. Castellano .................... R. Falcone, Jr. ............ 12-1
8  ..... 9 ............Gear Jockey ................... J. Lezcano ....................... G. Arnold, II.................. 8-1
9  ..... MTO ......Clench ............................ . Rider TBA ...................... R. Rodriguez ................ 6-1
10..... 11 ..........Mount Travers ................ E. Cancel .......................... J. Sharp ...................... 20-1
11..... 12 ..........Ghoul (BRZ) ................... J. Velazquez ..................... P. Miller ........................ 5-1
12..... MTO ......The Sicarii ...................... . Rider TBA ...................... O. Barrera, III ............. 15-1

8TH (5:03PM). $103,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Beau Liam ...................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Life Changer ................... D. Davis ........................... J. Terranova II ............ 30-1
3  ..... 3 ............Newbomb ....................... J. Lezcano ....................... K. Breen ..................... 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Striking Speed ................ M. Franco ........................ R. Atras ...................... 30-1
5  ..... 5 ............Ten for Ten ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. C. McGaughey III ......... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Somebody ...................... L. Saez ............................. H. Bond ...................... 50-1
7  ..... 7 ............Witsel ............................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Mr Sippi ......................... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Sharp ...................... 20-1
9  ..... 9 ............Angkor ........................... E. Cancel .......................... P. Bauer ...................... 20-1
10..... 10 ..........Crowded Trade ............... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 4-1
11..... 11 ..........Wudda U Think Now ...... J. Vargas, Jr. .................... R. Rodriguez .............. 10-1
12..... 12 ..........Mahaamel ...................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 5-2

9TH (5:40PM). $150,000, STK - THE SANFORD, 2 YO, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Wit ................................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 8-5
2  ..... 2 ............Candy Landing ............... J. Graham ........................ B. Walsh ....................... 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Catch the Smoke ............ D. Davis ........................... W. Potts ..................... 50-1
4  ..... 4 ............Trust Our Journey .......... E. Cancel .......................... C. David ...................... 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Dance Code .................... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Vazquez .................. 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Maryland Brando ........... C. Cedeno ........................ G. Contessa ................ 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Ottoman Empire ............. J. Ortiz ............................. T. Amoss .................... 10-1
8  ..... 8 ............Due Vini ......................... L. Saez ............................. K. Breen ..................... 20-1
9  ..... 9 ............Headline Report ............. J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 5-1
10..... 10 ..........Kavod ............................. M. Franco ........................ J. Chapman ................ 20-1
11..... 11 ..........Seize the Night ............... J. Court ............................ D. Stewart .................. 20-1
12..... 12 ..........Lucago ........................... J. Alvarado ...................... A. Sano ...................... 50-1

10TH (6:16PM). $500,000, STK - THE DIANA, 4 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/8M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............La Signare (FR) .............. R. Santana, Jr. ................. B. Walsh ..................... 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Pocket Square (GB) ....... J. Velazquez ..................... C. Brown ...................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Magic Attitude (GB) ....... J. Castellano .................... A. Delacour ................ 12-1

 SARATOGA ENTRIES



23Saturday, July 17, 2021 the Saratoga Special

4  ..... 4 ............Vigilantes Way ............... J. Ortiz ............................. C. McGaughey III ....... 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Harvey’s Lil Goil ............. J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 3-1
6  ..... 6 ............Summer Romance (IRE) L. Saez ............................. C. Appleby .................... 4-1
7  ..... 7 ............Lemista (IRE) ................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 5-2
8  ..... 8 ............Althiqa (GB) ................... M. Franco ........................ C. Appleby .................... 3-1

11TH (6:51PM). $100,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Crump ............................ J. Graham ........................ B. Walsh ..................... 20-1

2  ..... 2 ............Cool Quest ..................... J. Velazquez ..................... B. Lynch ....................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Deferred Taxes ............... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown .................... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Southern Flag ................. J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 9-2
5  ..... 5 ............Lemon Drop Road .......... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Jerkens ..................... 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Abaan ............................. L. Saez ............................. T. Pletcher .................. 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Ducale ............................ M. Franco ........................ B. Cox .......................... 7-2
8  ..... 8 ............Askin for a Baskin .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Englehart .................. 5-2
9  ..... 9 ............Laughing Boy ................. J. Ortiz ............................. K. McPeek .................... 6-1

Copyright 2021 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Saratoga Product Spotlight!HAGYARD’S
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rep and mention promo code 
2021Saratoga

BY TOM LAW
Jim Bond calls Rinaldi a “one-ban-

jo monkey.” He also calls him “mi-
raculous.”

Both seem apropos and Friday 
at Saratoga Race Course the latest 
chapter of the improbable New York-
bred gelding went in the book. Ri-
naldi, near death less than two years 
ago after suffering an injury after a 
routine training session, became a 
graded stakes winner in the Grade 3 
Forbidden Apple doing it his way on 
the lead. One might guess just like a 
one-banjo monkey. 

“Amazing horse,” Bond said on 
the way to saddle a runner in the fi-
nale after a two-win day that also 
include a score with Giacosa in the 
third, a 1 1/16-mile turf optional. 

Rinaldi and Giacosa race for the 
family’s Bond Racing Stable, which 
includes a few partners. Luis Saez 
rode both winners, along with Ab-
solute Love in the fifth, to give him 
a meet-leading six two days into the 
2021 season at Saratoga. 

Rinaldi started his 2021 Saratoga 
season the same way he’s done the 
last two. He won a state-bred option-
al on the grass and the West Point 
Stakes on Saratoga Showcase Day – 
both on the lead – during the specta-
tor-free 2020 meet and the Cab Callo-
way division of the New York Stallion 
Stakes to start the 2019 season. He Tod Marks

Rinaldi hangs tough to win Friday’s Forbidden Apple Stakes.

FORBIDDEN APPLE STAKES RECAP

Well Tuned
Rinaldi, Bond choreograph 
front-running Grade 3 turf score

Continued On Page 25 
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earned a trip to the Grade 3 Saranac 
after the Stallion Stakes and finished 
fourth, beaten just 1 1/4 lengths in his 
lone graded stakes start before Friday. 

Bond regrouped after that race and 
started to train Rinaldi for a fall cam-
paign at Belmont Park and Aqueduct. 
In late September after breezing for 
the first time after the Saranac, Rinal-
di stepped on a nail walking back to 
Bond’s private barn on Gridley Street 
from the Oklahoma Training Track. 
Infection set in and the gelding was 
sent to Rood and Riddle Saratoga on 
Henning Road. 

“It was miraculous,” Bond said. 
“He was close to death. We had to 
flush and flush and flush. He was at the 
hospital and Dr. Kathryn Dern, she’s 
in Kentucky now but she was at Rood 
and Riddle (Saratoga) then. Sweet-
heart. She saved his life.”

Bond said the process involved “a 
fusion where they just keep flushing the 
coffin joint.”

Eventually Rinaldi recovered, left 
Rood and Riddle and earned the re-
mainder of the year off at Jim and 
Tina Bond’s Song Hill Thoroughbreds 
in nearby Mechanicville. Bond gives 
most of his stable, and especially his 
turf horses, the winter off and Rinaldi 
started up late last winter and spring. 

“We got him back … (and) had him 
ready for the beginning of April and 
then the world shut down,” Bond said, 
referring to the Covid-19 pandemic 
that halted racing in New York for a 
significant period last spring.

Rinaldi made up for lost time and 
factored in Bond’s strong Saratoga 
meet, where the stable won 12 of 40 
starts with eight seconds and $619,218 
in purses. Rinaldi finished the year with 
a sixth in the Mohawk Stakes on Em-
pire Showcase Day at Belmont Park 
and a close fourth against open com-
pany in the Artie Schiller Stakes at Aq-
ueduct. 

Bond didn’t run Rinaldi during 
the Belmont spring-summer meeting, 
where the stable went 0-for-35, after a 
second in the Dangers Hour Stakes in 
early April at Aqueduct. Bond tried to 
run Rinaldi in the Kingston Stakes but 
heavy rain forced it to the main track. 

“He’s a good horse, he’s a better 
two-turn horse, I’ve always thought 

Forbidden Apple –
 Continued from page 24

Continued On Page 26 
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Sat., October 9, 2021
Post Time 7:00 pm
Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic 
and the breeders classics races

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414 
www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709
Carol Holden, President   |   Theresa Bitner, Exec. Sec.
Sam Huff, Chairman Emeritus

at

right out 
of the gate!EXCITEMENT

it,” Bond said. “We got rained off on 
New York-bred day and I just thought, 
‘Let’s regroup, bring him here and get 
him ready. See what happens. See if 
we can get two starts here.’

“Luis, I don’t have to say anything 
to him. He just puts him where he’s 
got to be. Hopefully I did my job. 
The horse is just all heart. He’s a cool 
horse.”

Rinaldi took Saez to the lead from 
the break and they carved out easy 
splits of :24.31 and :48.83 for the first 
half-mile under light pressure from 
longshot Made You Look with Value 
Proposition and Logical Myth just be-
hind. Rinaldi used his speed to open 
up on the far turn and led through 6 
furlongs in 1:12.70

Saez kept him close to the inside 
turning for home and they opened up 
2 lengths in midstretch on the way 
to win in 1:35.70 for the mile on the 
firm inner course. Value Proposition 
held second, a neck in front of Del-
aware to give trainer Chad Brown a 
2-3 finish. 

“We tried to have a good break 
and control the pace and everything 
went to plan,” Saez said. “He likes 
this track. This is like his backyard. 
When I turned for home, I had a lot 
of horse. I let him run and he gave me 
a pretty fast kick. In the end, I had a 

feeling he was going to get there, and 
he did.”

Rinaldi improved to 4-for-5 on the 
grass at Saratoga, each of the wins on 
the inner turf, and 5-for-11 overall 
with $429,990 in earnings. 

“He loves this course,” Bond said. 

“And he’s a good miler. He’s a miler. 
Two turns with a small horse, small 
and compact, kind of steals away on 
the turns. You don’t realize it and all 
of sudden he’s got another length on 
you. He’s that quick.”

Forbidden Apple –
 Continued from page 25

Tod Marks
Rinaldi (right) sets up shop on the lead en route to a win in Friday’s feature, the Forbidden Apple Stakes.
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BY TOM LAW
Norm Casse flipped through the pages of Thurs-

day’s Opening Day edition of The Saratoga Special, 
read his comments about Pretty Birdie’s inside draw 
for the Grade 3 Schuylerville and wondered if per-
haps he reached a bit too far.

“It was so funny, I was looking at my quotes to-
day and I was reading it thinking, there’s somebody 
out there reading this saying, ‘Norman doesn’t have 
any idea what he’s talking about,’ ” Casse said, 
walking out of the clubhouse following Pretty Bird-
ie’s victory in the $150,000 stakes. Tod Marks

Pretty Birdie eyes the finish line of Thursday’s Schuylerville.

Beauty 
Contest 

Pretty Birdie delivers 
emotional win in Gr. 3

SCHUYLERVILLE STAKES RECAP
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Casse’s comments in that morn-
ing’s edition read like a script any 
trainer would want.

“You kind of live and learn,” he 
said. “You really can’t get too bent out 
of shape about post positions. Who 
knows, maybe she’ll break well, get an 
easy lead and we’ll say the post was 
great. I’m not that worried about it.”

Turns out Casse did know what 
he was talking about – Pretty Birdie 
broke sharp, led up the backstretch 
and around the turn and held a stretch 
challenger at bay despite a late lead 
change to give her trainer his second 
graded stakes victory.

“It really worked out kind of 
well,” Casse said after Pretty Birdie’s 
2-length win over Mainstay in the tra-
ditional Opening Day fixture. “And 
you know what, that’s why you can’t 
get bent out of shape. I do feel like 
the one hole is pretty detrimental at 
a lot of places, it’s not so bad here. It 
worked out. Another thing is you also 
can’t take anything away from the 
filly; she’s ultra-fast. She made that 
work. Thank God.”

Pretty Birdie, a third-generation 
homebred for Marylou Whitney Sta-
bles by a graded stakes-winning stal-
lion she bred and raced, improved to 
2-for-2 with her victory under Luis 
Saez. The daughter of Bird Song add-
ed the Schuylerville to her win in a 
5-furlong maiden race June 18 at 
Churchill Downs. 

Pretty Birdie set the pace – just as 
she did in her maiden score – after 
Saez hustled her from the gate at 
the break. 

“She’s very fast,” said Saez, who 
won three races on the card. “I 
could feel it. She was on her toes. 
She broke from there pretty quick 
and we controlled the pace.”

Pretty Birdie clicked off the 
opening quarter in :22.29 to lead 
by 1 ¼ lengths from Mainstay, 
who recovered from a bad break 
under Frankie Pennington, with 
Stonestreet Stable’s $500,000 New 
York-bred Bernardini filly Velvet 
Sister a half-length back in third. 
Pretty Birdie continued on the lead 
around the turn, past the half in 
:45.82. She stayed on her inside 
lead nearly all the way through the 
lane but Mainstay, a half-sister to 

last year’s champion 2-year-old filly 
Vequist, could never get closer than 2 
lengths. Pretty Birdie won in 1:12.32. 

“It was a quality horse that beat 
her,” said Mainstay’s trainer Butch 
Reid. “My jockey was a little upset 
that she wasn’t standing quite right 
in the gate and they snapped it before 
she was really ready. She had one leg 
that was underneath the next stall. 
Maybe if she breaks a little better, 
who knows, but she didn’t get away 
from the gate clean.”

While Casse wasn’t overly con-
cerned with Pretty Birdie being taken 
out of her game with a possible slow 
start, he was with the prospect of run-
ning a Marylou Whitney homebred 
in front of 27,760 fans that packed 
Saratoga for Opening Day. 

Whitney passed away early in the 
2019 Saratoga meet, almost seven 
months after Pretty Birdie was foaled. 
She’s the second foal out of the Street 
Sense mare Bird Sense, who carried 
the Whitney silks to two wins and 
11 on-the-board finishes in a dozen 
starts. 

Whitney and her husband John 
Hendrickson arranged Bird Sense’s 
mating to Bird Song, who provided 
the couple with an emotional victo-
ry in the Grade 2 Alysheba Stakes at 
Churchill Downs on Kentucky Oaks 
Day in 2017. Bird Song started his 
stud career at Gainesway Farm in 
Lexington before being purchased for 
stallion duty in Saudi Arabia prior to 
the 2021 season. 

“I put a lot of pressure on myself 
today, I thought this was the story 
of the day,” Casse said. “If we could 

Schuylerville –
 Continued from page 27
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Tod Marks
Schuylerville winner Pretty Birdie exits the winner’s circle.

win the race for Marylou Whitney and John today, 
with Saratoga opening back up, that it would mean 
the world for a lot of people. Thankfully, Pretty 
Birdie delivered for us.”

Hendrickson, who said he never hesitated with 
the decision to keep the Whitney stable operating, 
called the victory “bittersweet.” 

“I wish she was here; she would love this,” 
Hendrickson said. “Saratoga is open, she won a 
race, things are the way they should be. The only 
thing missing is her. She would be so happy and so 
proud.”

Casse said Pretty Birdie would stay in Sarato-
ga and be pointed next to the Grade 1 Spinaway 
on the last Sunday of the meet, Sept. 5. The un-
beaten filly figures to be joined there by a pair of 
5 ½-length winners in 5 1/2-furlong maiden races 
on the Opening Day card in Microbiome and Echo 
Zulu. 

Microbiome won her debut in the second for 
owner Joel Politi and trainer Tom Amoss. The 
daughter of Twirling Candy, a $100,000 buy at 
last year’s Keeneland September sale, won by 5 
1/2 lengths in 1:05.60 under Tyler Gaffalione. 
Echo Zulu, a daughter of Horse of the Year Gun 
Runner and a half-sister to Grade 1 winner Echo 
Town, ran almost a second faster winning the fifth. 

A $300,000 buy last year at Keeneland Septem-
ber, Echo Zulo won under Ricardo Santana Jr. for 
trainer Steve Asmussen and owners L and N Rac-
ing and Winchell Thoroughbreds. 

Cars were still bumper-to-bumper on East, 
Union and Nelson avenues leading up to post time 
just after 1 p.m. but those among the record Open-
ing Day on-track crowd already through the gates 
came away pleased when Charlie’sarchangel and 
Irad Ortiz Jr. won the opener. They won by a neck 
over the late-running Ekhtibaar. 

Ortiz, last year’s leading rider, added a second 
Opening-Day victory later on the card aboard 
Golden Pal in the Grade 3 Quick Call Stakes. 

“It’s always great to win the first race of the 
meet and it’s good to be back in the winner’s cir-
cle,” he said. “I love this meet and I love the crowd. 
… There’s no words for it. Last year was very sad. 
I really missed the fans. I feel very excited to get 
them back. It’s great. I’m so happy to be back and 
we’re happy they can be back at the racetrack.”

NOTES: Ten trainers won races on the card, 
including Gary Sciacca in the sixth as he contin-
ues his chase toward 1,0000 career victories. Five 
Alarm Robin won the sixth, a $35,000 claimer on 
the turf, to give Sciacca win No. 997. He’s not alone 
chasing a career milestone as Echo Zulu’s win gave 
Steve Asmussen his 9,426th victory. He trails the 
late Dale Baird by just 19 on racing’s all-time wins 
list and figures to hit the milestone before the Sara-
toga meet is complete on Labor Day. 

Schuylerville –
 Continued from page 28
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BY SEAN CLANCY 
Wesley Ward pulled his phone 

from his pocket, said hello to 
Coolmore’s Paul Shanahan with a 
laugh and walked to the corner of the 
clubhouse, near the Jim Dandy Bar. 
Moments after the Quick Call Stakes, 
the co-feature on Opening Day, Ward 
nodded his head, smiled and agreed 
with the caller’s sentiments.

The trainer hung up and exhaled. 
“He’s happy,” Ward said. “I had a 

lot riding on today.”
Not only did Ward choreograph an 

off-the-bench win by Golden Pal in 
the Grade 3 Quick Call Thursday but 
he had engineered an off-season deal 
with Shanahan for Mrs. John Mag-
nier, Michael Tabor, Derrick Smith 
and Westerberg to purchase the Flori-

da-bred son of Uncle Mo and 13-time 
winner Lady Shipman. 

Bred by Randall Lowe, Golden Pal 
failed to meet his reserve at $325,000 
as a yearling. Undeterred, Lowe sent 
the colt to Ward and that price quick-
ly looked like a bargain.

“He was an RNA because of is-
sues as a yearling but I was pushing 
Coolmore to buy him from the on-
set,” Ward said. “I was always push-
ing them, everything I was seeing in 
the morning, before he ever worked, 
the way he moves, just effortless, 
like (Allen) Iverson, his moves on the 
court, so quick and agile.” Tod Marks

Golden Pal streaks to the finish in Thursday’s Quick Call Stakes.

QUICK CALL STAKES RECAP

Best Pal
Coolmore, Ward turf speedster  
blasts foes in Opening Day stakes

Continued On Page 31 
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Golden Pal went off favorite but 
finished second in his debut, a 4 
1/2-furlong dash on the dirt, at Gulf-
stream Park in April and second in the 
Group 2 Norfolk at Royal Ascot in 
July. The Skidmore at Saratoga shed 
the maiden tag and the Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile Turf Sprint in November 
served as the next condition breaker. 
That’s when Ward called Shanahan, 
again.

“We got the deal cooking after the 
Breeders’ Cup. It was an offer that 
(Lowe) couldn’t refuse. He’s got a 
brand-new house in Las Vegas. He’s 
smiling,” Ward said. “There was a 
lot of added pressure because I was 
behind it, pushing Paul Shanahan 
to buy him. Not only did I say as a 
racehorse but there are certain hors-
es you’re around, God is the only 
one who knows if they’re going to be 
sires, but I told them if I ever trained 
a horse who is going to be a sire, it’s 
this one.”

With Coolmore on board, Gold-
en Pal began breezing again at Palm 

Meadows in February. Three bullet 
5-furlong breezes led to a chipped 
ankle, which required surgery by Dr. 
Wayne McIlwraith.

“He’s so fast, this horse,” Ward 
said. “In the mornings. I had Mario 
Pino on him this winter and he even 
fooled him, got away, flicking his 
ears, went down there in 57 a couple 

of times. You’ve got a guy with 7,000 
wins who thinks he went in 1:01 and 
he goes in 57. He’s phenomenal. He 
had a little ankle issue that we took 
care of, an unbelievable surgeon, it’s 
been all smiles ever since. He’s just 
been great.”

Four relatively subdued breezes 
at Churchill Downs in June and one 

at Belmont Park under Ward’s go-to 
morning pilot, Julio Garcia, paved the 
way to the Quick Call. 

Sent off 1-5 against five rivals, 
Golden Pal and jockey Irad Ortiz Jr. 
broke with third choice Kentucky 
Pharoah from the rail and second 

Quick Call –
 Continued from page 30

Tod Marks
Golden Pal (right) pulls clear of Jaxon Traveler in the stretch of Thursday’s Quick Call Stakes.
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choice Jaxon Traveler on the out-
side. In five definitive strides, Gold-
en Pal took control, opening up by 
a neck, a half-length, three-quarters 
of a length, a length after a quarter 
mile in :21.92. Golden Pal skipped 
around the turn, yeah, like Iverson in 
the paint, and rolled into the stretch 
under a motionless Ortiz. The three-
time Eclipse Award-winning jockey 
offered four light shoulder taps from 
an underhanded whip and Golden Pal 
cruised under the line with a 3-length 
win. Omaha City, at 36-1, closed 
from last to nab Jaxon Traveler on 
the line. Golden Pal finished 5 1/2 fur-
longs over the good turf in 1:02.99.

“He’s got the magical X factor. Just 
his demeanor, being around him, the 
way he moves, the way he acts, es-
pecially the intelligence, I think they 
pass that on. I brought the pony into 
the paddock today for me, not him, he 
stood there like he’d been there 100 
times,” Ward said. “He’s the best I’ve 
ever had. No doubt. No doubt about 
it. No doubt about it. He’s the best 
horse I’ve ever had. Now you know 
how hard it is to keep him together, 
he’s that fast.”

And as always, fragility comes 
with fast.

Hours after winning the Quick 
Call, Golden Pal was at Burke Equine 
just outside Saratoga for salt-water 
spa therapy before heading to Ward’s 
main base at Keeneland Friday.

“I utilize the equine spa, the 
salt-water spa. That’s one of the 
things I do with my horses, especially 
2-year-olds, at Keeneland, I take them 
to the spa at Kesmarc, we’re in and 

out of there, two or three appoint-
ments a day,” Ward said. “He’ll be 
in there two, three times a week. You 
don’t need a vet anymore if you have 
one of those salt-water spas. I’ve been 
doing that for years. I haven’t injected 
a horse in 10 years.”

Back at Keeneland, Ward will 
prepare Golden Pal for the Group 1 
Coolmore Nunthorpe at York Race-
course Aug. 20, a race that has prov-
en elusive for the globe-trotting train-
er who sent out Acapulco to finish 
second in 2015 and Lady Aurelia in 
2017.

“I’ve had a couple of good show-
ings there,” Ward said. “It’s great 
spacing now from here to there, 
gives me a chance to get him back to 
Keeneland, get him right and have 
him absolutely ready for that race. 
These sprinters need time. That’s why 
I’m not that good training distance 
horses.”

Quick Call –
 Continued from page 31
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that stands on these words, 
and our results speak to it.

BY MARY EDDY
Saratoga’s most memorable and 

significant moments are impossible 
to describe without detailing the pres-
ence of the fans. 

There are far too many to list, but 
a few in recent memory stand out. 
In 2015, more than 15,000 faithful 
lined the track apron and grandstand 
seating to catch a glimpse of Triple 
Crown winner American Pharoah in 
his last preparation for the Travers. 
Rachel Alexandra “raised the rafters” 
when she won the 2009 Woodward, 

the crowd so animated and deafening 
that it was picked up by Tom Durkin’s 
microphone as he called her narrow 
victory over Macho Again. The next 
year, many of those same fans wept 
and jeered as the beloved mare was 
defeated in the Personal Ensign by 
Persistently. 

And of course, there is the first race 
of Opening Day each year when fans 
join the announcer in shouting “and 
they’re off at Saratoga” in unison to 
mark the start of another meet. 

Masses of eager patrons annual-
ly line Union Avenue and Saratoga’s 

three admission gates, coolers and 
lawn chairs in hand, ready to claim 
their home base for a long day at rac-
ing’s most celebrated venue. 

In the surreal year that was 2020, 
there were no long lines or stampedes 
of spectators. Horses made their 
drives to the wire amid silence, with 
just a handful of owners, trainers 
and media on hand. The stands stood 

empty, awaiting the day that would 
welcome fans back for summer tradi-
tions. 

After a long and trying year away 
from the races, the fans made their 
grand return. A record Opening Day 
crowd of 27,760 turned out Thurs-
day and 23,204 came out Friday. The 

Susie Raisher
A young fan was “happy” to see some horses on Opening Day.

Fans in 
the stands
Spa sets Opening Day record, 
hosts 23,000 more for Friday card

Continued On Page 35 
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Josh Pons 443-807-0644   v  Mike Pons 410-459-8517 
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Best of racing luck to Nick and Delora Beaver’s  
Bell Gable Stable, owner of  
MARYLAND BRANDO 

in today’s historic Sanford Stakes. 
The $250,000 Timonium yearling by Flatter 

was broken at the Pons Family’s 
Merryland Training Center in Hydes, Maryland, 

for veteran conditioner Gary Contessa.

If you suspect or know of any wrongdoing within the racing  
community, send us an email or call toll-free. All emails and calls 

are treated confidentially and you may remain anonymous.

Help protect Help protect 
your sport’s integrityyour sport’s integrity

Tod Marks

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com • integrity@trpb.com

También disponsible en español

New York Racing Association report-
ed strong betting returns for both 
days, with $21,935,534 bet Thursday 
and $20,121,061 Friday. 

Strolling through the backyard 
early Thursday, signs of life were ev-
erywhere again. Banners hung on the 
TV stands to celebrate reunions and 
birthdays. Photo collages of summers 
past adorned the age-old pines. The 
air was alive with the sound of laugh-
ter and cheers as games of beer pong 
and poker were played on storied pic-
nic tables. Old friends embraced after 
being apart for far longer than they 
had planned. 

As the fans began to make their 
way through the gates at 11 a.m., 
“Here Comes the Sun” by The Beat-
les echoed through the grounds. The 
entire morning and the emotions tied 
to it could be described as cinematic, 
a sentiment shared by retired mutual 
clerk Barbara Martin. 

“It’s like watching a movie. It 
seemed like we would never be back,” 
she said. “I missed the people the 
most. Even when they lose, they’re 
happy. The fans are the whole thing. 
The horses feed off their energy. It’s a 
unique group of people.”

A resident of Saratoga Springs, 
Martin retired last year and moved 
from Long Island to be close to the 
racetrack she loves. After looking for-
ward to spending the summer of 2020 

at the races as a fan, it was emotional 
for Martin to be kept out of the race-
track as the pandemic went on. 

“Last year it was devastating 
watching it on TV,” Martin said. 
“The whole vibe today is so exciting. 
It’s a gorgeous day and it’s like we are 
picking up right where we left off.” 

Martin had a memorable response 
when she was asked what it feels like 
to be back alongside the paddock 
watching the horses be saddled for 
the first race. 

“It’s like I died and don’t know it,” 
she said. “It’s heaven here.”

With thousands of fans eager to re-
turn to the races, perhaps the award 
for most dedicated should go to Mi-
chael Champagne of nearby Ballston 
Lake. Champagne and his brothers 
went to great lengths to ensure they 
were first in line to secure their pic-
nic table, setting up their chairs at the 
admission gates at 10:30 Wednesday 
evening. 

“We like to be first ones in, you 
get to have dibs on any spot,” said 
Champagne. “This is something I’ve 
done for the second time. We did it 
two years ago; we stayed overnight 
to be here when the gates open. We 
sat in lawn chairs, fell asleep around 
3 a.m and came in right as the gates 
opened.” 

A lifelong racing fan, Champagne 
said Saratoga’s atmosphere and fan 
culture are what bring him back each 
year, ready to be the first one in the 
dash for prime seating in Saratoga’s 
iconic backyard.

Opening –
 Continued from page 34

Connie Bush
Donuts to dollars, fans flocked to Saratoga for the first time since 2019.
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“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

“When you drive off I-87, you see the top of the 
stretch and the video board lights on. It reminds 
you of all the good times you’ve had here in the 
past and all the good times you’ll have in the future. 
It’s the summer place to be.” 

As for how this summer compares to last year’s, 
Champagne said the fans are what defines the meet 
each summer.

“After the 2020 that a lot of us experienced, we 
are all so happy to be here to have a good time to-
day,” he said. “It’s so good to be back and to hear the 
fans say ‘they’re off at Saratoga’ for the first race.” 

As the afternoon continued, people continued 
to file in for the day’s races, some of them making 
their way to the horse path toward the clubhouse 
turn to spend time with the outrider ponies. Gregg 
Petrosky and Maria Sharper grinned from ear to 
ear as they admired a dark bay pony. Fans as well 
as horse owners, Petrosky and Sharper make the 
trip from Philadelphia each summer for the Sarato-
ga experience.  

“Every element of Saratoga is why we come,” 
Petrosky said. “The energy here is amazing. The 
people, the horses, the horsemen, the Oklahoma, 
petting the outriders’ horses. It’s good to see Sara-
toga as vibrant as ever. 

“It feels normal this year. The fans are every-
thing. Watching a horse race on TV versus experi-
encing a race at the track are two drastically differ-
ent things. We are glad to be back.” 

The story of Saratoga’s Opening Day in 2021 
seemed the same for many. When racegoers were 
asked for one word to sum up how it feels to be 

back at the races, the word that came up most fre-
quently was “relief.” 

Many agreed it was a relief to be back with 
friends and family, to be enjoying the races again 
just as countless summers before, relief to be re-
covering from a sobering and challenging pandemic 
and relief to be back to normal. 

Opening –
 Continued from page 35
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The backyard was full Thursday and Friday.
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WITH  MARK CASSE  |  TODD PLETCHER  |  JACK FISHER

  The Horses  

 Who Got us  
Here HALL TALK

Presented by

Mark Casse
Joe’s Coming. Talk about a throwback. A Ken-

tucky-bred son of Alley Fighter, Joe’s Coming made 
124 starts – winning 14 times – racing as a 2-year-
old in 1976 until early in his 8-year-old season in 
1982. He bounced around the claiming ranks at 
Calder, Florida Downs, Thistledown, Churchill 
Downs, Louisiana Downs, Beulah Park, River 
Downs, Waterford Park and Keeneland. The latter 
is where he won for the young upstart trainer Mark 
Casse, who saddled his first winner a year before on 
the fair circuit in Massachusetts. 

“My first win ever at a major racetrack. I was 18 
and the horse’s name was Joe’s Coming. He won at 
Keeneland, a $5,000 claiming race going a mile and 
an eighth. Jim McKnight rode him and he won by 
a nose and the rider (of the runner-up) pulled up at 
the wrong pole. The rider pulled up at the sixteenth 
pole, Jim never stopped riding and he nailed him in 
the last jump with the rider standing up in the irons 
for a sixteenth of a mile. 

“What I remember the most about Joe’s Coming 
was it was the day after the meet was over and I 
took him out down on the training track at Keene-
land and my iron came out. We went around six 
times around the training track without my feet in 
the irons. I swear I couldn’t walk for three days. My 
dad laughed at me for that one.”

Todd Pletcher
More Than Ready. One of the two horses Todd 

Pletcher holds in the highest regard, More Than 

Ready did amazing things as a 2-year-old who pro-
vided a glimpse into his future as a standout stal-
lion. A $187,000 yearling purchase at Keeneland 
September by Edward Rosen for Jim Scatuorchio, 
More Than Ready earned his name while being 
prepped at Pletcher’s father J.J.’s Payton Training 
Center in Ocala, Fla. The colt lived up to the billing 
with five wins to start his career from early April 
at Keeneland to late July at Saratoga. Winner of 
the Grade 1 King’s Bishop at 3 and fourth in the 
2000 Kentucky Derby, More Than Ready went on 
to global success as a stallion siring the likes of Roy 
H, Rushing Fall, Catholic Boy, Uni and Verrazano. 
The 24-year-old stands at WinStar Farm. 

“He’s one of the two that I’ve always said did 
the most for getting my career going. More Than 
Ready, he got off to such a great start. He won a 
maiden at Keeneland, the WHAS Stakes on Derby 
Day at Churchill, won the Flash, the Tremont and 
the Sanford up here all before Aug. 1. He was a se-
riously good 2-year-old, very precocious and a phe-
nomenal stallion on top of it. He does everything. 
And his longevity is remarkable, too.”

Jack Fisher 
Woody Boy Would. Born in 1987, the 

son of Belmont Stakes runner-up High-
land Blade and the Alydar mare Darling 
Miss Q, broke his maiden at Pimlico in a 
10-race career on the flat before joining 
Fisher’s fledgling steeplechase stable in 
the summer of 1990. The free-running, 
far-jumping streak burst on the scene that 
fall, winning his first three starts from 
the first call to the last call to be crowned 
3-year-old champion. Owned by Irv Nay-
lor, the bay gelding won six more races, 
including a handicap at Belmont Park and 
the Imperial Cup at Aiken, before retiring 
in 1995. Bred in Kentucky by Calumet 
Farm, he retired to a long life as a fox-
hunter.

“I spent some money for him, I proba-
bly spent $35,000. I do remember running 
him on the flat one time at Belmont and I 
had Jerry Bailey ride him and they took 
it off the turf, I ran him anyway, I said to 
put him on the lead and he took him back, 
the only thing he said was, ‘I wouldn’t try 
that again.’ He was champion 3-year-old 
that fall. He was a cool horse to ride, I 

rode him until Saratoga and Irv told me I was fired, 
I realized at that point, I was going to get fired as 
a jockey so maybe I won’t get fired as a trainer. 
Changing jockeys is like that, one of us is getting 
fired and it isn’t going to be me. At least first. You 
have to make that change.

“Woody got hurt (in 1992) and Irv said he was 
going to give him to McDonogh School, I called 
him back and said, ‘You can’t give this horse to Mc-
Donogh School, he’s too cool a horse, I’ll take half 
the horse and make him a timber horse.’ I ran him 
one time over timber at Howard County, I rode him 
myself, you go around there two or three times, I 
was in front but I had taken out every rail and I 
pulled him up. He was not a timber horse. I ran him 
back over hurdles the next week and he won, he 
hadn’t seen a hurdle in two years, but he was fine.

“He was just a cool horse. A frontrunner from 
day one. Day one. I gave him to my brother (Rush) 
as a foxhunter and he hunted for years. He loved 
him. Loved him. He would run as fast as he could 
at everything, tear down the fence and go again. 
Rush loved him.”

Linzay Marks
More Than Ready, in retirement at WinStar Farm, helped put Todd Pletch-
er in the Hall of Fame.

The Hall of Fame. The highest honor in racing – in 
anything really – beckons only a select few and the 
class of 2021 (and 2020 since racing missed the cer-
emony because of the coronavirus pandemic) is one 
of the most special in history as seven-time Eclipse 
Award winner Todd Pletcher goes in during his first 
year of eligibility and 13-time leading steeplechase 
trainer Jack Fisher joins him. Technically inducted last 
year, trainer Mark Casse gets his due in 2021 after 
joining Canada’s Hall in 2016.

We get each to discuss a special horse in each 
edition. These aren’t top 20 lists, just examples of 
the kinds of horses it takes to get trainers to the Hall 
of Fame. We asked a simple question: Who got you 
here? And they answered.

Induction ceremony 10:30 a.m. Aug. 6 at Fasig-Tipton
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“It’s good to see you.”
You hear it all day, every day. You say it all day, 

every day. 
And then, every once in a while, you really mean 

it. Like, really mean it. Coming back to Saratoga 
after missing last summer, yeah, we really mean it. 

I heard myself saying it – and meaning it – at the 
track Thursday and on the backside all morning Fri-
day…it’s good to see you…it’s good to see you…it’s 
good to see you…

It’s good to see Mike Hoffman and the Weekend 
Hideaway crew, saluting their mentor, their friend, 
Anthony Smith with an Opening Day celebration. 

It’s good to see Tracy Attfield walking the beat, 
iPad tucked like a pistol in her holster, an entrepre-
neur who created a product to solve a problem and 
has done it her way ever since. 

It’s good to see turf works.
It’s good to see Dick Knapp and Bob Agnello on 

the Bill Mott turn, fiddling with technology while 
enjoying tradition. And it will be good to see Doc 
Richardson and Brant Laue at the same spot, same 
conversation sometime later in the summer.

It’s good to see Mott training his dog, Winston, 
to sit, lie down and jump in the air like Jordan from 
the foul line.  

It’s good to see the brewing brouhaha between 
John Shapazian and Tom Law (come on Charles, 
Rob and Jessica) in The Saratoga Special handicap-
ping showdown. Tom picked five on Opening Day,  
and four on Friday – but who’s counting, right?

It’s good to see Rodney Paine, Simon Harris, 
Harry Rice and all the valets. They never change, 
nine, 10, 11 races a day, week after week, year after 
year. 

It’s good to see a 2-year-old filly who walks into 
your frame and doesn’t leave. Hello Microbiome. 

It’s good to see my brother, Joe Clancy, and my 
friend, Tom Law, at their desks late into the night, 
juking and jiving with another deadline. We were 

three islands last year, a socially distant newspaper 
is not a newspaper. 

It’s good to see and listen to the bands. Don’t 
walk past, just stop and listen to a note or three. 

It’s good to see jockey Mike Luzzi, cast and all, 
driving his golf cart, nothing to do but wait and 
heal, a racetracker at heart. 

It’s good to see Alysse Jacobs at her corner desk 
in her corner office, oh, how good it would be to see 
Carmen Barrera there as well. 

It’s good to see the print edition of The Special, 
our 21st year, our 20th print run.

It’s good to see Bryan Walls, clicking stopwatches 
and working his magic from the Oklahoma clock-
ers’ stand.

It’s good to see the tomato plants, just a couple 
more weeks, boys. 

It’s good to see Phil Gleaves’ smiling face and 
corner string. 

It’s good to see the jockeys walking through the 
crowds again. 

It’s good to see Gary Sciacca win one Thursday 
and inch ever closer to the 1,000-win milestone…
three to go.

It’s good to see Steve Asmussen win two early 
and inch ever closer to the all-time win record…18 
to go. 

It’s good to see fans. Fans at the track, the way 
it’s meant to be.  

It’s good to see Keith O’Brien still riding his own, 
same hands, same balance that won the 1996 Turf 
Writers. 

It’s good to see Dr. Jazz opening the paper box 
for the first edition. 

It’s good to see Marylou Whitney’s eton blue and 
brown silks in the winner’s circle. 

It’s good to see Manny, Patrick the Mailman and 
the Times Union paperboys. 

It’s good to see my old friend jingling for the Sal-
vation Army outside the gate. 

It’s good to see the Morning Line Kitchen abuzz 
with cups and tips, war horses and wannabes, bank-
rolls and bacon rolls. 

It’s good to see Dominick Schettino get one on 
the board early. 

It’s good to see George and Cindy Weaver stand-
ing outside the back door of their barn, looking at 
horses on the wash rack and trying to figure out 
which one needs Cindy’s second-nature coddling.

It’s good to see racetrack dirt caked on racetrack 
shoes. 

It’s good to see the racing office, agents working 
phones like air-traffic controllers, trainers watch-
ing replays, pills being pulled and claim slips being 
dunked. 

It’s good to see the regulars at the Paddock Bar. 
Did they ever leave?

It’s good to see a copy of Saratoga Days behind 
the bar in the Founders’ Room at the 1863. Thanks 
Caroline. 

It’s good to see the chipmunk story by Carole 
Williams land on my desk. 

It’s good to see my old friend directing traffic at 
the Union Avenue gap. 

It’s good to see a last-night pizza box from 9 
Miles East sitting on the office table the next morn-
ing.  

It’s good to see exercise riders Rob Massey, Rog-
er Horgan, Carlos Correa, Lena Lorieul and all the 
other sure-handed magicians. You’ve still got it. 

It’s good to see horses flitting past the trees on 
Clare Court, a kaleidoscope of motion and move-
ment. 

It’s good to see the battered “Jerkens” sign at the 
end of Barn 75, like they built the barn around the 
sign. 

It’s good to see Pat Kelly.
It’s good to see the old girl brimming with vibe 

and verve, fans rushing in, horses bounding home, 
just like old times. 

It’s Good cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

http://pinoakstud.com/
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The Keeneland September Yearling Sale consistently delivers 
results at the highest levels of racing internationally. We 
invite you to travel to Keeneland this September in search 
of your next racing success story.

There are moments that 
make history. And then there are 
moments that shape the future.

The World’s Yearling Sale

IMPROBABLE
2020 WHITNEY S. (G1)

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

M O N .  13   -   S A T  2 5 .

In 2020 Keeneland September graduates 
at Saratoga accomplished:

19 GRADED STAKES WINS

13 GRADE 1 WINS INCLUDING:

Channel Maker, Echo Town, Gamine, Global Campaign, 

Halladay, Improbable, Jackie’s Warrior, Paris Lights, 

Serengeti Empress, Swiss Skydiver, Vequist, Vexatious, 

Volatile and more

Learn More at TheWorldsYearlingSale.com

http://september.keeneland.com/


UNIFIED
Candy Ride (ARG) - Union City, by Dixie Union

FIRST STAKES WINNER 
BEHAVE VIRGINIA

83 BEYER IN DEBUTANTE

IMPRESSIVE FIRST 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS THIS YEAR

CONNECT
Curlin - Bullville Belle, by Holy Bull

FIVE IMPRESSIVE 
EARLY MSW WINNERS

TWO ON DEBUT

lanesend.com
t: 859.873.7300

https://lanesend.com/



