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W
hat a difference a year makes. This 
time last year, I was in Maryland, 
Sean was in Virginia and Tom Law 
was trying to navigate pandemic 
journalism in Saratoga. The Spe-

cial was virtual only last year, distributed via our 
website and read all over the world as a PDF. 

But nobody read a printed copy. Nobody opened 
a paper box, grabbed one for themselves and one for 
his brother in prison – and let the door thump shut. 
Nobody plucked a paper off the top shelf of a wire 
rack and walked off with pages open, in search of 
winners or quotable nuggets or maybe even a typo 
or 12. No seats were saved with Specials. Nobody 
used a Special as a rainhat, a visor, or a fish wrapper. 
No horses’ legs were poulticed under Special pages. 
The Special wasn’t rolled up and thumped against a 
palm to encourage a horse. 

And, man, we missed it. The pandemic took 
many things from the world and printed copies of 
The Special barely register on the long, long list. But 
it’s good to be back.

Like everything post-Covid, it’s not quite the 
same. The staff is smaller, the schedule is leaner and 
I’m sure there will be rust to shake off. Like an old-
er horse coming off a layoff, it might take a few 
editions to find our legs. Heck, we had to hunt for 
the key to the storage unit that didn’t get opened in 
2020. 

But we’re here,  happy about it – and hopefully 
you’ll come along for the ride.

Some things to know:
• Every edition will be available in print around 

the track and the town, and online at our website 
thisishorseracing.com. At the track, look for the pa-
per racks and boxes around the backside (kitchens 
are a good place to start) or flag down a staffer. The 
frontside racks are in the same places they’ve always 
been, mostly. You can sign up for our email list to 
get a reminder and a link to the online edition. 
There’s no difference between the print edition and 
the online edition, which is a PDF. It should work 

on your computer, your tablet, your phone (though 
you’ll be zooming and scrolling). 

• The schedule calls for two editions per week 
– Wednesday and Saturday, other than this Open-
ing Day edition (Thursday) and a full daily schedule 
Aug. 6-11 for Sales Week. That’s 20 total editions. 
No, it’s not the 34 we did in 2019, and you can 
choose your reason – Covid and economic uncer-
tainty are the two main ones we’ll use. We crafted 
that schedule in March, to try to get ahead of things 
on the sales/planning/staffing/logistics front. What 
were you doing in March? We were still wearing 
masks, staying isolated, wondering when we might 
get vaccine appointments. We certainly weren’t sure 
what Saratoga would look like. 

• The content might feel a bit different. One thing 
we learned last year: We can write better stories by 
producing fewer publications a week. No, it’s not 
quite the daily buzz but we’re sure we can talk to as 
many (if not more) people and meet as many (if not 
more) horses and bring you quality stuff you like 
to read if we’re not simply cranking out editions. 
Hopefully, you have more time to read them too. 
Saratoga’s focus on big, blockbuster weekends of 
racing always played havoc with our schedule and 
this model – for 2021 anyway – works best. We’ll 
preview the monster Saturday cards in Saturday edi-
tions, and catch up with good features on those rac-
es – plus look ahead – in Wednesday editions. And 
we return to the daily spirit of things for Saratoga’s 
busiest time – the Fasig-Tipton yearling sales (the 
100th, wow, Fasig-Tipton yearling sales). 

• While Fasig has us beat in the milestone depart-
ment, it’s our 20th anniversary, and 21st season. We 
started this crazy venture in 2001. My wife Sam 
and I had just had our third child (he was about 
three months old when the first edition rolled off 
the Staffield Printing press in Clifton Park). Nolan is 
20 now, and so is The Special. Staffield is long gone 
(though we still have their phone number taped to 
table around the office) and we’ve moved from there 

to Tech Valley to Gloversville and to the a crew of 
patient people at the Times Union printing division 
in Albany. They and their full-color printing press 
that barely fits in the building they built for it are 
glad to have us back, we think.

• You can join the Readers Club again, just as 
soon as we sort out some website bugs (I could 
blame Covid, but procrastination might be the true 
culprit).

• We’re still sorting out entries and results, and 
how to present them. Face it, you can find that stuff 
anywhere these days. We’ll aim for entries on the 
days we publish and probably let you find results 
elsewhere. Yes, it’s a change. Sorry. Everything 
changes. 

• In addition to the three names you probably 
know (Joe, Sean, Tom), the 2021 staff includes Ter-
ry Hill and Paul Halloran. They’ve been contribut-
ing for a few years now and the experience factor is 
comforting. Iv Hendriks ships in from Middleburg, 
Va., in about a week to do some writing. You’ll see 
Olivia Johnson driving a Special golf cart full of pa-
pers in the mornings and, if you’re on social media, 
you can thank Sami Loud for our improved visibil-
ity. Tod Marks, Dave Harmon, Connie Bush, Susie 
Raisher and Michael Trombetta Jr. get behind the 
camera lenses to bring you Saratoga at its best. And 
the handicapping team includes multiple defending 
champion John Shapazian, Tom Law (they were 
1-2 among Saratoga public handicappers last year), 
Charles Bedard, “Garlic” Rob Whitlock and new-
comer Jessica Paquette. All will find you winners. 
Just pay attention. We’re sure to find some other 
contributors as the meet unfolds. 

Finally, if you’re reading this we survived the first 
deadline and managed to produce an edition despite 
the rust, the long drives, the parade of office visitors 
(great to see you too), the late advertisements, the 
radio interviews, the last-minute stories and all the 
rest. 

Thanks for reading. We’ll see you at the track.

theoutsiderail Welcome BackBY JOE CLANCY
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BY THE NUMBERS
6: Horse vans passed on the Thruway Monday morning.

1: Baby rabbit hiding under The Special’s outdoor trash bin Tuesday night. Seemed OK, and we 
Googled for advice. Mom was coming back soon. He was gone a couple hours later. Be careful 
out there.

12: Firsts, seconds and thirds (each) for Fair Hill Training Center-based horses from 68 starts 
July 5-11. 

50: Seconds it took trainer Matt Hebert to run the 400 meters at Murray State University.

LICENSE PLATE OF THE DAY
XPCT2WIN, New York

Here&There...in Saratoga

Morning Glory. 
The sunrises won’t be so lonely at Oklahoma 
this summer.
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New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association

The Chief
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“I remember Swoon’s Son. He’s not in the 100 
Best horses, that’s a shame. He was a better 
horse than Slew o’ Gold who’s in there. In 

those days they just ran in every stake, if it 
happened to be on the grass, they ran on the 
grass. It was incredible. And he was a pretty 
good stallion. One of the first horses I ever 

had was out of a Swoon’s Son mare.  
He won $900,000 – that’s $5 million  

nowadays. All those races were $25,000, 
they’d be at least $200,000 now.”

Trainer H. Allen Jerkens, 
1929-2015

nytha.com | 516.488.2337  

NAMES OF THE DAY
Seduce, second race. Stone Farm’s homebred 
filly is by Into Mischief out of Assertive.

So Suave, third race. The Irish import is by 
Make Believe out of Stylish One. We’ll assume 
he’s a looker.

Ocean Air, fourth race. Cheyenne Stable’s 
4-year-old filly is by English Channel out of 
Refreshing.

Straight Skinny, 10th race. Walter Downey’s 
3-year-old gelding is out of Tummy Tuck. 

Reunion Tour, 10th race. The 3-year-old gelding, 
the last horse on the Opening Day program (No. 
14 in the last race) is out of One Show Only.

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“The only thing missing is the ark.”

Exercise rider Rob Massey, 
in the rain Monday morning

https://www.brookledge.com/
https://nytha.com/
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365 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 | www.TheAdelphiHotel.com | (518) 678-6000

Featuring Luxury Accommodations & World-Class Cuisine

CALL (518) 678-6000 TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE OR CATER YOUR EVENT

YO U R  I D E A L  D I N I N G  D E S T I N AT I O N  F O R
Racing Season In Saratoga!

C A T E R I N G S A R A T O G A ’ S  F A R M  T O  T A B L E  S T E A K H O U S E

SALT CHAR

https://theadelphihotel.com/
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Here&There...in Saratoga

Go faster...

2017 Leading first-crop covering sire
2018 Leading first-crop sire of weanlings
2019 Leading first-crop sire of yearlings
2020 Champion freshman sire by earnings
2021 Sire of the $2.6m top-priced juvenile

Nyqu1st
The more things change...  
the more they stay the same

2022 Juveniles bought at the 2021 yearling sales  
aim to follow Nyquist as Eclipse Champion.

WORTH REPEATING
“I hope you have a reason to come back.”

Trainer Bobby Ribaudo to a member of The Special’s  
editorial team popping by his barn Wednesday morning

“It’s a perfect triangle.”
Jonathan Thorne about the route  

from Middleburg to Lexington to Saratoga 

“The damage is done.”
Sarah Campion, assistant to Steve Asmussen after being 

 told “at least it’s not raining today” Tuesday morning

“Jack Fisher certainly wins the Lyle Lovett hairstyle award.”
Graphic designer Ruthie Bowen, comparing  

the looks of Fisher, Todd Pletcher and Mark Casse

“She’s different gravy.”
Trainer Keri Brion, about Saratoga-bound 

 steeplechase mare The Mean Queen

“You guys are all set, a place to hang out and ready to roll.”
Trainer Al Stall Jr. to a member  

of The Special’s editorial team Wednesday morning

“I drove by your office at 9 last night and the light was on. Was 
that you in there?”

Daily Racing Form’s Mike Welsch,  
to The Special’s Tom Law. Joe Clancy was in there, too. 

“It’s not that bad though if you’re not working in it. Just going 
for a walk in the snow, that’s not too bad.”   

Trainer Bobby Ribaudo on Saratoga winters

“The guys in Dallas call him Matt Jr. because he’s built kind of 
squatty like me. Not much leg on him, but he can pick ‘em up 
and put ’em down pretty good.”

Trainer Matt Hebert, about his staff’s  
description of Quick Call runner Rebel Posse

“Old enough to vote. And drink.”
Steve Young when hearing The Special  

was celebrating its 21st season

“Bet it feels good to put those out again.”
NYRA Safety Steward Tim Kelly as The Special’s  

distribution team dropped off paper racks Wednesday

“After all we’ve been through, it made me feel like everything 
will be OK.”

Carolyn Conley, recommending  
the movie “Dream Horse;” It’s on Prime.

“I am out of shape. I haven’t worked frantically for a while.”
Graphic designer Ruthie Bowen,  

on the 2021 Special deadline process

Connie Bush
Table Hopping. Dear Saratoga fans, your picnic 
tables are ready. See you out there.

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/nyquist?utm_source=thisishorseracing.com/&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=nyquist&utm_content=half_page


7Thursday, July 15, 2021 The saraToga special

Maryland-Breds at Saratoga
UPCOMING GRADED STAKES

Maryland-bred, Maryland-sired G1 Diana Stakes 
winner PEARL NECKLACE won a total of NINE 
NY stakes, SEVEN Graded and retired with career 
earnings of $737,862.

Once upon a time,  
Maryland-breds won BOTH divisions of the  
G3 Lake George in a single day: Maryland-bred, Maryland-sired 
TENSKI (won the G3 Lake Placid 3 weeks later) and Maryland-
bred, Maryland-sired CAVEAT COMPETOR (3rd in the G3 Lake 
Placid 3 weeks later).

Maryland-bred, Maryland-
sired TOUCH LOVE followed 
her Astoria Stakes win with a 
victory in the G3 Schuylerville, 
her third in as many starts.

READY’S IMAGE won the G3 Sanford Stakes by four 
lengths, his third win in four starts as a 2-year-old, and 
finished 2nd in Grade 1 Hopeful in his next start.

Look for Maryland-breds in the winner’s circle  
at race tracks all over the world.

Watch for them at the sales.
Better stallions. Better mares. Maryland-breds.

https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/
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STABLE TOUR
Meet the people & horses who make Saratoga special!

AUGUST 9-10  6:30 PM
859.255.1555 | fasigtipton.com

Todd Pletcher doesn’t plan to single 
out many individuals when he’s induct-
ed into Thoroughbred racing’s Hall of 
Fame next month. Not because there 
are none worthy, quite the opposite, but 
merely because like his stable year in and 
year out the list of those worthy is over-
flowing. 

“The one thing, when you start look-
ing back at all the horses, the owners, 
the staff and team that helps you, it’s 
impossible to go up there and name all 
of them. So the only fair thing is to not 
name anyone,” Pletcher said this week 
from his barn office on the Oklahoma 
Training Track. “With the exception of 
people like Johnny (Velazquez) or Angel 
(Cordero Jr.), who are in attendance. 
And some of the people you can’t thank, 
like Jeff Lukas or Cot Campbell, who aren’t here.”

He won’t miss the chance to single out his par-
ents, mother Joan and father J.J., and his wife Tracy 
and children Payton, Kyle and Hannah. 

“Steve Asmussen said, ‘Whatever you do, don’t 
forget your wife’ and Bob Baffert told me, ‘What-
ever you do, don’t forget your wife,’ so yeah. I’ll 
certainly thank them,” Pletcher said. 

Pletcher’s induction into the Hall of Fame comes 
the summer after he won the 2020 training title at 
Saratoga Race Course with 32 winners. 

He’s won it a record 14 times since 1998 and 
enters the 2021 meeting with another strong stable 
filled with proven Grade 1 winners and well-bred 
juveniles. 

“We have a promising group of 2-year-olds,” 
Pletcher said. “It’s also a group that by design are 
not 5-furlong precocious types. We bought some 
Curlins, some Tapits, horses that will show up to-
ward the end of the meet and be horses looking for 
two turns down the road. 

“In fairness I didn’t think last year we could win 
the title. And this year I don’t think our stable is 
quite balanced enough. We’re 2-year-old heavy – 
which is a good thing – but it’s not the win-early, 
5-furlong type group. But hopefully they can run 
well and go from there.”

Pletcher returns to the lead-off role in this year’s 
return of the Fasig-Tipton Stable Tour and sat down 
with Tom Law to talk about the stable. 

Malathaat. Shadwell Stable’s Kentucky Oaks winner – 
Pletcher’s fourth – is headed for next Saturday’s Grade 1 
Coaching Club American Oaks. The daughter of Curlin and 
Dreaming Of Julia hasn’t run since the Oaks and breezed a half 
in :49.96 over the Belmont training track before shipping north 
this week. “She’s bred to be a star and she turned out to be 
one. Her mother was an exceptional talent and this filly has 
so much quality and class. She’s so intelligent, easy to train. 
She’s a trainer’s dream. We seriously contemplated running 
in the Belmont because I think she’ll run that far. She’s good 
enough to compete with the colts. At the same time she ran the 
Ashland and ran back four weeks later, shipped back, worked 
once, she worked well like she has every time in her life but I 
thought she was a touch light. She lost a little bit of weight. 
We felt if we do this, if we run in the Belmont and it guts her, a 
really taxing race, it might compromise her summer and even 
fall so we thought it would be best to just back up on her and 
wait for the Coaching Club. Follow the same path we did with 
the Ashland, back four weeks into the Oaks. We’re thinking 
right now we have to run the Coaching Club first and then the 
Alabama, but that’s the current plan.”

Wit: Two-year-old son of Practical Joke, a $575,000 yearling, 
impressed enough in his early works to debut at 2-5 in the 
opening race on Belmont Day. He rolled by 6 lengths after a 
slow start. Entered in Saturday’s Grade 3 Sanford for Repole 
Stable, St. Elias Stable and Gainesway Stable. “Really impres-
sive yearling when we purchased him. He was at Stonestreet in 
Ocala, I saw him breeze a couple times there late winter, early 
spring. He always impressed, always worked well. Ian Brennan 
did a great job with him and was impressed with his training. I 
anticipated he’d be a little slow away from the gate. I was going 
to work him twice from the gate and he broke a step slow, but 
I didn’t want to break him again. Felt like he was ready. Didn’t 

expect him to break quite that slowly but he was 
good enough to overcome it. Sometimes those 
things can be a blessing, get a little education, a 
little dirt kicked in the face. He’s trained well since 
then and we’re looking forward to running again.” 

Keepcalmcarryon: Robert and Lawana Low’s 
2-year-old Union Rags colt finished second to Wit 
in his debut. “He’ll get a maiden race up here at 
some point. He did run well. Finished up good 
and certainly gives you the impression he’ll want 
more distance.”

Colonel Liam: Two-time Grade 1 winner this 
season remains in the hunt for champion turf 
male honors despite disappointing eighth in the 
Grade 1 Manhattan on Belmont Day. He’s won 
three of four this year, including the Grade 1 Turf 
Classic in a dead-heat with Domestic Spending 
and the Grade 1 Pegasus World Cup Turf. “Right 
now we have him targeted for the Bowling Green 
(July 31), hopefully as a prep for the Sword 
Dancer. If he proves he wants to run that far, the 

Bowling Green will be a pivotal race that will determine which 
direction he goes afterward. His last race was a disappoint-
ment. Don’t really have an excuse for it. Ground was a little 
tricky and I don’t think he loved it.”

Country Grammer: WinStar Farm spent $110,000 for the 
then Grade 3-winning Tonalist colt in January, transferred him 
to Bob Baffert in California and he won the Grade 1 Hollywood 
Gold Cup in late May. He returned to the East Coast in June 
and shows three breezes on the Belmont training track, includ-
ing a half in :49.22 Sunday. “I was familiar with him not only 
from seeing him here but watching his races in California. He’s 
a big strong horse. Obviously likes a route of ground. Pretty 
straightforward to train. He’s pointed toward the Whitney (Aug. 
7).”

Mind Control: Another recent transfer, he won the Grade 
2 John A. Nerud July 4 at Belmont Park. Previously trained 
by Gregg Sacco, 5-year-old son of Stay Thirsty won the 2018 
Hopeful Stakes and 2019 H. Allen Jerkens Stakes, both Grade 
1s at Saratoga. “He’s a really nice horse. An accomplished 
horse before we got him. Gregg did a great job with him, won 
some Grade 1s. We just targeted the Nerud. He’s a very for-
ward-training horse, puts a lot into it. We’re delighted with the 
way he ran and we’ll target the Forego.”

Zaajel: Shadwell Stable’s Mother Goose winner bounced 
back in that Grade 2 after a seventh in the Grade 2 Edgewood 
on the turf on Kentucky Oaks Day. She won the Grade 3 For-
ward Gal in her second start in late January then finished sixth 
in the Grade 2 Fair Grounds Oaks. “At the Fair Grounds she 

With 
Todd  Pletcher

Tod Marks
Todd Pletcher will join racing’s Hall  

of Fame next month, and he’s looking  
forward to another strong Saratoga season.

Continued On Page 9 

https://fasigtipton.com/
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misbehaved in the gate, didn’t get away well, 
got into some trouble on the first turn. One of 
those things where it wasn’t her day. We re-
grouped, worked her on the turf and I thought 
she worked pretty well. We had Malathaat for 
the Oaks for Shadwell so we thought why not 
split them up and the turf experience didn’t re-
ally work out. So we regrouped, kept training, 
she was breezing really well. Since we decid-
ed to wait for the CCA Oaks with Malathaat 
we started targeting the Mother Goose and 
it worked out great. Probably the Test. She’s 
versatile enough, and she’ll run longer but 
keeping her around one turn with Malathaat 
on her schedule seems like the way to go.”

Bourbonic: Calumet Farm’s homebred son 
of Bernardini won this year’s Grade 2 Wood 
Memorial at huge odds before a 13th in the 
Kentucky Derby and fifth in the Belmont 
Stakes. “Just got him back going. He lost a 
little bit of weight in the Belmont. He’ll either 
be Jim Dandy or West Virginia Derby. See how 
he trains.” 

Dynamic One: Runner-up in the Wood Me-
morial, son of Union Rags finished 18th in the 
Kentucky Derby in his most recent start. He’s 
breezed five times at Belmont since the Der-
by. “Pointing for the Curlin (July 30). We gave 
him a freshening after the Derby, he’s come 
back well. Put on some weight. We’ll try the 
Curlin and hope the result is good enough to 
look at the Travers.”

Known Agenda: St. Elias Stable’s home-
bred son of Curlin won the Grade 1 Florida 
Derby before a ninth in the Kentucky Derby 
and fourth in the Belmont. “He’s on holiday 
right now. In Kentucky. A little fatigued after 
the Belmont and we didn’t think we’d make 
anything in the next couple of months. He’s at 
WinStar getting some time. He ran well in the 
Belmont and his Derby wasn’t horrible either 
considering the trip he got and how the speed 
was holding up. In a perfect world we know 
he likes Gulfstream, we’ll get him back in time 
to get a prep before the Pegasus. That’s what 
we’re hoping for. He’s a Curlin, always remind-
ed us a lot of Vino Rosso. Tall shoes to fill but 
that’s what we’re hoping for.”

Sainthood: Second in the Grade 3 Jeff 
Ruby on synthetic at Turfway Park, 3-year-
old son of Mshawish then finished 11th in the 
Kentucky Derby and won the Grade 3 Pennine 
Ridge on grass. He finished fifth in the Bel-
mont Derby last weekend for owners CHC Inc. 
and WinStar Farm. “He ran OK. If I could do 
it over again, I’d probably just put him on the 
lead. When he broke his maiden at the Fair 
Grounds he was so lost on the lead. We were 
afraid if we did that again it would be unpro-
ductive. He’s a solid horse, solid contender, 
handles all surfaces, dirt, turf, synthetic. Lot 

of options out there. Maybe the Hall of Fame 
(Aug. 6), shorten him up a touch. Should be 
a kinder spot.”

Fearless: Lightly raced 5-year-old son of 
Ghostzapper sold to longtime Pletcher client 
Mike Repole for $205,000 Monday at the 
Fasig-Tipton horses of racing age sale. Pre-
viously owned by CHC Inc. and WinStar, he 
won the Grade 2 Gulfstream Park Mile in late 
February. Off since finishing third in the Grade 
3 Pimlico Special May 14. “He’s had a couple 
months off. He’s on his way to Bruce Jackson 
at Fair Hill to get legged up. He likes Gulfst-
ream so we’ll try to have him geared up for 
there.”

Dr Post: Last year’s Belmont Stakes run-
ner-up won the Grade 3 Westchester off an 
almost eight-month layoff then finished fifth 
in Grade 1 Metropolitan Handicap on Belmont 
Day. He’s entered in Saturday’s Grade 3 Mon-
mouth Cup Stakes. “He’s going to run with 
the addition of blinkers. Based on the way he 
breezed with them it seemed to zone him in 
a little bit. We’ve been contemplating putting 
them on him for a while but he came back and 
won the Westchester off a layoff so I didn’t 
want to make a change. Now I feel like it’s time 
to zone him in a little bit. His race in the Met 
Mile was disappointing really. He’s kind of a 
quirky horse. He didn’t get a clear trip, in be-
tween horses a lot and didn’t appreciate that. 
Once he back-pedaled a little bit, got some dirt 
in his face, he didn’t really fire.”

Double Thunder: A $60,000 buy at last 
year’s Fasig-Tipton select yearling showcase, 
son of Super Saver ran his record to 2-for-
2 with win in the Grade 3 Bashford Manor 
at Churchill Downs June 26. “Very forward 
horse, was training at my dad’s and you could 
see early on he was precocious. One of the 
first ones to come in, ran well in his debut. It 
worked out great in the Bashford Manor, a ton 
of speed in there, got away a little sluggishly, 
dropped back, which was to his advantage. 
I liked the way he finished and galloped out, 
gives you the impression he’d stretch out. 
Probably going to go in the Saratoga Special 
(Aug. 14).”

Promise Keeper: The Grade 3 Peter Pan 
winner finished fourth last time out as the sec-
ond choice in the Grade 3 Ohio Derby, beaten 
just a length by Masqueparade. “He was un-
der pressure the whole way. Ran a solid race. 
We’ll keep an eye on the Jim Dandy (July 31) 
but he might go to the West Virginia Derby 
(Aug. 7).”

Jouster: A $360,000 purchase at the 2019 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga select sale, daughter of 
Noble Mission won the Grade 2 Appalachian 
at Keeneland two starts back before a fourth 
in the Grade 3 Wonder Again last time for 
owners Starlight Racing and Glen Hill Farm. 
“She’s on target for the Lake George (July 23), 

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

Continued On Page 10 

https://fasigtipton.com/
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looking to back her up a bit. We tried to stretch her out in the 
Wonder Again, the idea if that worked out well we could look at 
the Belmont Oaks. She’s better suited to a mile.”

Spice Is Nice: Robert and Lawana Low’s 4-year-old Curlin 
filly won the Grade 3 Allaire du Pont Distaff for her first stakes 
win two starts back then finished fifth in the Grade 2 Fleur de 
Lis at Churchill Downs June 26. “Unfortunately when we ran 
her in the race at Churchill she came back, got a temperature 
the next day so we left her in Kentucky for a little while. She’s 
back now. We’ll see how it goes. She could be ready for the 
Personal Ensign. She’s a better filly than what we saw. I knew 
right away, you could see how she left the gate very lethargic. 
She never showed anything going into the race but we had a 
virus going through the barn like a lot of people have. It was 
probably sub-clinically harboring there. She wasn’t herself.”

Con Lima. A four-time stakes winner in 2021 – including 
the Grade 3 Wonder Again two back – she finished second by 
a half-length in last weekend’s Belmont Oaks after doing all 
the work on the lead. Owned by Eclipse Thoroughbred Part-
ners, Joseph Graffeo, Eric Nikolaus Del Toro and Troy John-
son, daughter of Commissioner has finished first or second in 
11 of 12 career starts. “She ran awesome. Just got beat late. 
She’s been a pretty consistent horse, shows up every time, 
runs hard. Who would think a Texas-bred Commissioner would 
become a top-class grass horse, but she has.”

Happy Saver. The Wertheimer brothers’ homebred Super 
Saver colt went 4-for-4 last season with a win in the Grade 

1 Jockey Club Gold Cup. He opened 2021 with an allowance 
score at Belmont in late May before a third last time there in 
the Grade 2 Suburban July 3. “He actually ran well. The outside 
post in the mile and a quarter races at Belmont are always 
tricky. He was hung out wide the whole way. Ragozin-wise it 
was his fastest race. Second race off a layoff going to a mile 
and a quarter. I was disappointed that he didn’t win because 
he was undefeated going into that but I wasn’t disappointed 
in his effort.”

Moretti: One of the veterans of the barn, 5-year-old son of 
Medaglia d’Oro won last year’s Birdstone at Saratoga and is 

aiming for the defend his title in the 1 3/4-mile test Aug. 5. 
“He’ll be back to defend his title. It’s hard to find races at a mile 
and three-quarters on the dirt.”

Let Her Inspire U: New York-bred 2-year-old filly by Prac-
tical Joke cost CHC Inc. $500,000 at this year’s Fasig-Tipton 
Gulfstream sale. She’s worked six times in Saratoga, including 
from the gate Saturday in preparation for her debut in Friday’s 
sixth race. “She’s trained well. Beautiful filly that sold well at 
Gulfstream. She’s come in, been very straightforward and pro-
fessional. She gives you the impression if she gets away well 
she’d have a chance first time out.”

Curlin-Midnight Lucky colt: Gray colt out of the mul-
tiple Grade 1-winning Midnight Lute mare cost $1.2 million 
as a yearling. “He could make it toward the end of the meet. 
Impressive horse so far. He’s owned by a large partnership.”

Uncle Mo-Social Call colt: Repole’s homebred is the 
third foal out of the Smart Strike mare. “He could be a little 
later on, but acts pretty nice. He’s ahead of where Midnight 
Lucky is though.”

Curlin-Value Stream colt: Bred by Robert Evans, colt 
out of the three-time winner and stakes-placed A.P. Indy mare 
cost Repole Stable and St. Elias Stable $400,000 as a yearling. 
“He’ll also be a little later on but we like him.”

Up To The Mark. Repole and St. Elias’ 2-year-old Not This 
Time colt was scratched out of the Wit-Keepcalmcarryon race 
on Belmont Day. He breezed three times since, including a half 
on the Belmont training track in :49.11 June 19. “We were 
expecting him to run well but unfortunately was hit with the 
virus, that dropped us back a bit. You’ll probably see him in 
the second book.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 9

Tod Marks
Con Lima looks to add to her strong 2021 season.

https://www.waltandwhitmanbrewing.com/
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MON, TUES & WED  |  1:45PM(ET)

RACING
JULY 19 - SEPTEMBER 1

 $500K PER DAY IN 
AVERAGE DAILY PURSES!

• 25 stakes worth $2.7 million in purses.
• Respective owner/trainer bonus of 

$1,000/$300 per starter.
• Virginia Derby Day - Tuesday August 31

COLONIALDOWNS.COM

https://rosiesgaming.com/
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BY TOM LAW
Everything is back for Saratoga 

2021. The most anticipated, watched, 
dissected, analyzed and romanticized 
Thoroughbred meeting in the nation 
kicks off today at Saratoga Race 
Course, the first of 40 days at the 
country’s oldest racetrack. 

Fans will return to the stands, in 
the boxes, in the backyard, on the 
apron, on the backstretch and in the 
new seating areas. Horses are back 
in the barns and with more expect-
ed. Horsemen and horsewomen, 
some who missed last year amidst the 
Covid-19 pandemic that limited just 
about everything and altered every-
thing else, are also back. 

Unpredictable – more than likely 
wet – weather also probably returns 
if the last few weeks are any indica-
tion. That still might not dampen the 
fans’ enthusiasm nor the participants 
excitement to get back to Saratoga 
circa 2019 and before, at least not for 
the start. 

“I’ll be spending a lot more time 
up here,” said trainer Brad Cox, rep-
resented by a string of 34 led by last 
year’s champion 2-year-old male and 

this year’s Belmont Stakes winner Es-
sential Quality. “It’s a great spot and 
the horses like it.”

The fans like it, too, and many 
are expected for today’s Opening 
Day card that co-features the Grade 
3 Schuylerville and Grade 3 Quick 
Call. Fans with proof of their full 
Covid-19 vaccination will receive free 
admission today, a saving of either 
$7 (grandstand) or $10 (clubhouse). 
Restrictions due to the pandemic kept 
fans out of Saratoga last year and the 
40-day meet went off without stop-
pages, no out-of-town jockeys and 
a smaller horse population on the 
grounds. 

Cox and other primarily Ken-
tucky-based operations brought larg-
er-than-usual strings to Saratoga this 
season, chasing increased purses and 
also out of necessity. 

Churchill Downs closed its barn 
area after its spring meet during a turf 
course renovation project, forcing 
many trainers who might stay in Lou-
isville and ship to Ellis Park or other 
locales to find other digs. 

Norm Casse, who will saddle Pret-
ty Birdie in today’s Schuylerville, is 
among the Kentucky-based contin-

gent back at Saratoga with a string af-
ter missing last year along with Rusty 
Arnold, Brian Lynch, Ron Moquett, 
Dallas Stewart and Brendan Walsh. 

“Everything I’ve done so far, all the 
places I’ve been that have opened up, 

it’s just different,” Casse said. “Ev-
erybody is happy and grateful to be 
back. I’m sure this town missed the 
races a lot last year so it will be a pret-
ty cool moment.”

Tod Marks
The clubhouse entrance awaits fans for the first time since 2019.

Getting back 
to normal

Saratoga racing roars back  
after spectator-free 2020 meet

Continued On Page 13 

eclipsetbpartners.com

celebrating10 years

WINNING ON THE  

WORLD STAGE QUEEN MARY S.-G2 
 ROYAL ASCOT

2021 Winner QUICK SUZY

TOP LEVEL HORSES  
1ST CLASS PARTNERS

https://eclipsetbpartners.com/


13Thursday, July 15, 2021 The saraToga special

Mor
Spirit
F IRST YEA RL INGS
AVG .  SIX  F IGURES AT  F-T  J ULY

$101,400 avg. from 5 sold

Hip 44
$200,000 

Those trainers and their counter-
parts from New York and elsewhere 
will have to contend with the power-
ful stables of defending champion and 
soon-to-be inducted Hall of Famer 
Todd Pletcher, eight-time leader Bill 
Mott, three-time leader Chad Brown, 
Steve Asmussen, Christophe Clement 
and Mike Maker.

Pletcher won last year with 32 
wins for his 14th training crown, four 
more than Brown. 

“It was just so different,” Pletch-
er said of last year’s meet. “It was so 
strange to be at Saratoga watching 
the races with less people than would 
be there for breakfast or workouts. 
Normally I would be rushing out of 
here after training, going home to 
shower and change and hope that I 
didn’t catch a traffic jam and get to 
the paddock in time to saddle one for 
the first. Last year I would just leave 
in my barn clothes, park right by the 
paddock, go in. It was totally differ-
ent. 

“My guess is it’s going to be wild 
this year. You can see sporting events 
you watch on TV, people want to get 
out and get their lives back to normal, 
take advantage of being able to attend 
events in person. I expect it to be the 
most crowded meet we’ve ever had.”

The entry box could also be crowd-
ed, with owners, trainers and jockeys 
competing for record purses. 

Open stakes that previously carried 
purses of $100,000 will increase to 
$120,000, while open maiden special 

weight races will rise from $90,000 
to $100,000. New York-bred maiden 
special weight races will increase by 
$5,000 to $85,000. Allowance and 
optional-claiming races previously 
worth $103,000 will carry $115,000 
purses. 

The Saratoga stakes schedule fea-
tures 76 races worth $21.5 million, 
including 20 Grade 1 events led by 
the Travers, Whitney and Alabama. 

Brothers Jose and Irad Ortiz Jr. 
renew their rivalry for the leading 
rider title. They’ve taken the last six, 
with Irad winning in 2015, 2018 and 
last year. The last time a jockey not 
named Ortiz led the standings was 
2014, when Hall of Famer Javier Cas-
tellano won his second straight title. 
He finished sixth last year, behind 
the Ortiz brothers, Joel Rosario, Luis 
Saez and Jose Lezcano, and ahead of 
Tyler Gaffalione, Junior Alvarado, 
Manny Franco, Dylan Davis and John 
Velazquez. They’re all back this year. 

“Last year was so depressing, I’ve 
never seen anything like it,” Castella-
no said. “You’d park the car, go in by 
yourself, walk in by yourself and then 
I’d say, ‘Oh my God.’ So empty. Then 
you’d wake up the next morning and 
feel excited, being around people at 
home, then do it all again. And every-
body was scared of each other. You 
want to say hello and you’re standing 
far apart. You get closer and people 
back up . . . Thank God we put every-
thing behind us, everybody is excited 
and looking forward to it. 

“I can’t wait to see Opening Day 
with all the people in the grandstand. 
I wonder how many people are go-
ing to show up? It’s great to be back. 
We’re back.”

Opening –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Tiz The Law’s Travers jockey gets some last-minute attention Wednesday.

https://www.spendthriftfarm.com/
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Fans at Saratoga will see three new 
hospitality areas set to debut for the 
2021 meet. The Spa Verandas at the 
Top of The Stretch, Tailgate at the 
Turn picnic area and the newly ex-
panded section of The Stretch will 
welcome fans for the first time Open-
ing Day. Reservations for each are 
available at NYRA.com/Saratoga. 
The Spa Verandas replace the former 
Top of the Stretch reserved picnic ar-
eas with six new, partially covered 
sections offering a modern and casual 
outdoor experience. The verandas are 
designed to accommodate up to 45 
guests each. The Tailgate at the Turn 
drive-up section will feature 16 picnic 
areas where parties of up to six fans 
can drive up to their trackside section 
overlooking the rail adjacent to the 
1863 Club. Fans may bring in their 
own food and beverage. The Stretch, 
which debuted during the 2018 meet, 
will feature an additional 15 lounge 
boxes in Section T of the grandstand. 

• Breakfast at Saratoga, driven 
by the Capital District Transporta-
tion Authority, returns for the 2021 
meeting, from 7-9:30 a.m. daily on a 

first-come, first-served basis. There is 
no breakfast on Travers Day, Aug. 28, 
and Closing Day, Sept. 6. The morning 
breakfast buffet is $20 for adults and 
$12 for children under 12. Admission 
is free during breakfast hours. NYRA 
TV analyst and handicapper Anthony 
Stabile, who also serves as the host 
of Breakfast at Belmont, will provide 
commentary and conduct interviews 
with trainers and connections during 
Breakfast at Saratoga.

• NYRA renamed and completed 
renovation of the Carmen M. Barrera 
Horsemen’s Lounge. Formerly known 
as the Saratoga Room, the horsemen’s 
lounge has been renovated and re-
named to honor the memory of Car-
men Barrera, NYRA’s longtime direc-
tor of horsemen’s relations who died 
unexpectedly Aug. 8, 2019. Located 
just off the Porch on the first floor of 
the clubhouse, the convenient drop-in 
facility will be open to licensed own-
ers and trainers.

• NYRA will honor Capital Re-
gion frontline workers for their ded-
ication and service to the community 
throughout the Covid-19 pandemic 
during Friday’s Health Care Heroes 
and First Responders Day, presented 
by CDPHP. The event is one element 
of the four-day Runhappy Opening 
Weekend to mark the beginning of the 
2021 meet. The day will feature free 
grandstand admission for all health 
care professionals and first respond-
ers with proper identification. 

• Cutwater Spirits, a leader in the 
ready-to-drink alcoholic cocktail cat-
egory, will serve as the naming rights 
partner of The Stretch at Saratoga 
for the 2021 season. The Cutwater 
Stretch is a private hospitality area 
- located at the Top of the Stretch – 
featuring modern and upscale ame-
nities in a casual environment with 
outstanding views of the final turn. 
As a result of its continued popular-
ity since first being introduced three 
years ago, The Cutwater Stretch will 
expand this summer to feature an ad-
ditional 15 lounge boxes. Ticket hold-
ers to The Cutwater Stretch enjoy 
exclusive access to a full-service bar, 
kitchen and concessions, high-defi-
nition televisions and video screens, 
private restrooms and a relaxed dress 
code.

We’ll ride anywhere you ship.
(305) 979-7779 

@josesantos_33 on Twitter

Miguel Mena 116 
Saratoga, Churchill Downs,  
Kentucky Downs, Ellis Park

David Cabrera 118  
Churchill Downs, Arlington Park, 

Ellis Park, Remington Park

Reylu Gutierrez 116  
Saratoga, Colonial Downs, Remington Park

Freddy Manrrique 118 
 Remington Park

SANTOS INC. jockeys  
are ready for a big summer.  

Are you?

 

Riders UP! 

Aisling Duignan, Dermot Ryan, Charlie O’Connor, Adrian Wallace, Robyn Murray or Blaise Benjamin. 
Tel: 859-873-7088. Fax: 859-879 5756. 

 “He’s                    getting 
started”

At the JRHA Select Sale on Monday…
His only first crop yearling in the catalogue, a colt ex Zipessa was sold by 
Shadai Farm to Kaneko Makoto for ¥200 million or

At the JRHA Select Sale on Tuesday…
His only second crop foal in the catalogue, a colt ex Caledonia Road was 
sold by Grand Stud to Miki Masahiro for ¥135 million or

$1,800,000

$1,200,000

Undefeated Triple Crown winner & the best son of SCAT DADDY

WATCH OUT FOR MORE 
FIRST CROP YEARLINGS 

AT THE 
UPCOMING SALES!

What’s ahead, what’s new?

https://coolmore.com/
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Saratoga Product Spotlight!
HAGYARD’S

Danielle Bricker
Thoroughbred Racing Specialist 
dbricker@hagyard.com
631.560.3755

Contact Hagyard or your sales 
rep and mention promo code 
2021Saratoga

JULY’S FEATURED OFFER!

Take advantage of this offer exclusively from 
Hagyard Pharmacy

Buy a case of RelyneGI gallons.
Get one ½ gallon of RelyneGI

and one tube of Relieve FREE!

RelyneGI gives your horse an all-natural, field-tested alternative for gastric support that:
• Contains highly concentrated MHB3 hyaluronan & an immune-boosting beta glucan
• Does not alter stomach pH & is a natural alternative to standard pharmaceuticals for gastric ulcers

Relieve helps restore normal gastrointestinal function to treat both viral and bacterial causes of diarrhea:
• Superior, ultra-purified bentonite clay for higher absorption of toxins & bacteria
• L-glutamine for improved mucosal healing & enhanced immune system support

https://www.hagyardpharmacy.com/
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BY JOE CLANCY 
There are Saratoga shippers, and 

then there’s Rebel Posse. The Tex-
as-based 3-year-old traveled 1,809 
miles (give or take; he spent a night 
in Kentucky) from Lone Star Park 
to Saratoga Race Course for today’s 
Grade 3 Quick Call Stakes.

Trainer Matt Hebert went along 
for the ride, and tried to summarize 
how long it took.

“What’s today?” he asked. 
“Tuesday,” a bystander replied.
“We drove all day from Dallas to 

Lexington, spent the night in Lexing-
ton, then left the next morning and 
made it up here – so three, four, five, 
six days,” he said, with a laugh. “No, 
we left Dallas Sunday morning and 
got here late Monday night, real late 

Monday night.”
Of course, Hebert wasn’t quite 

sure as he was asleep in the front seat 
for most of the ride while Chuck Wil-
kes handled the wheel. The layover 
came at Wilkes’ farm in Paris and 
helped make for a smooth trip. Rebel 
Posse didn’t seem to mind as he spent 
Tuesday morning munching hay and 
watching the action at trainer Jim 
Bond’s barn on Gridley Street.

“He shipped good, he’s a cool lit-
tle dude, and that’s a trip,” said He-
bert. “He never got really hot, never 
stressed out. You always worry about 
being on a van that long, but all is Connie Bush

Trainer Matt Hebert and Rebel Posse eye a stakes victory in the Quick Call.

QUICK CALL PREVIEW

Texas Trek
Rebel Posse tackles Saratoga
after wins in Houston, Dallas

Continued On Page 18 

http://www.brisnet.com/content/
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https://www.winstarfarm.com/
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well. He got a bunch of grass at the farm, and 
staying there helped.”

Rebel Posse is 12-1 in the $120,000 
Quick Call and joins eight rivals (including 
two main-track only entrants) led by morn-
ing-line favorite Golden Pal from trainer 
Wesley Ward’s barn in the Opening Day 
co-feature. The Quick Call, at 5 1/2 furlongs, 
helps highlight a 10-race card that also in-
cludes the Schuylerville for 2-year-old fillies 
and the return of fans to Saratoga after last 
year’s meet was held without spectators due 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

Hebert, who opened his stable in 2014, is 
thankful for the opportunity and knows his 
horse will have to step up to compete in his 
stakes debut but also has faith in the bay son 
of Caleb’s Posse and the War Chant mare War 
Kill. The Quick Call offers a chance to run in 
a graded stakes, sprinting on the turf, against 
3-year-olds as opposed to older horses.

“They had one at Ellis over July 4, but the 
timing didn’t quite work out, so we spotted this one 
and we’ll roll the dice and see what we got,” said 
Hebert. “There’s no straight 3-year-old races for 
turf sprinters, or not many, and any time you’ve 
got to face older horses in races like this they’re 

monsters. He might be that someday, but not yet.”
Bred in Kentucky by Pillar Property Services, 

Rebel Posse was purchased for $22,000 by CJ 
Thoroughbreds as a pinhooking prospect in 2019. 

“We don’t really buy colts and geldings, we buy 
fillies, try to get them black type, have some fun and 

then be able to sell them,” said C.J. Johnsen, 
who manages the ownership venture with his 
father Corey. “We bought three colts at the 
2019 yearling sales and the goal was the Tex-
as sale because of the increased purse money 
here and the sales have been doing well.”

Rebel Posse trained well and looked 
promising, but the Texas sale was canceled 
last year. He didn’t meet his reserve in March 
at Florida’s Ocala Breeders’ Sale and joined 
the racing stable because there were few op-
tions. Shin troubles kept him to one start last 
year, a fourth on the dirt at Lone Star, and he 
opened 2021 with a sixth at Sam Houston in 
January. 

The trajectory changed when Rebel Posse 
rolled in his turf debut in March, going 5 fur-
longs in :57.44. Hebert targeted a 3-year-old 
allowance the following month, but rain sent 
the race to the dirt (mud) and Rebel Posse fin-
ished second. Forced to take on older horses 
in June, he won again – rating in behind, an-
gling out off the turn and pulling away late 
in :56.61. That win set the Saratoga plans in 
motion, or at least made Johnsen and Hebert 

think their horse – whose owners now include Mike 
Renfro and Frank Hartman – belonged. Remington 
Park doesn’t open until Aug. 20. The speed figures 
came back good. It’s a graded stakes. At Saratoga. 

Quick Call –
 Continued from page 16

Continued On Page 19 

Chelsea Durand/NYRA Photo
Golden Pal casts a long shadow in the Quick Call.

https://www.westpointtb.com/
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“They say you miss 100 percent 
of the shots you don’t take,” Johnsen 
said. “We were looking at Del Mar, 
Ellis, Gulfstream, everywhere. He 
needs to run and the book for Sarato-
ga came out and we were like, ‘Why 
not?’ He deserves the chance and 
Matt does too. He’s done such a good 
job with this horse. It’s not about me 
or the partners in the horse. I want 
Matt to be able to be on this stage.”

Hebert was born into racing. His 
parents (Ackel and Liz) met on the 
racetrack. Ackel rode some races, 
and worked for Clarence Picou. Matt 
grew up in Lexington, went to Mur-
ray State University (where he ran 
track and cross country), galloped 
horses and worked for trainer Buff 
Bradley for years. 

With Bradley, Hebert rode champi-
on Groupie Doll – an experience with 
few comparisons in racing. She won 
a dozen races, started at nine race-
tracks, earned $2.6 million and was 
champion female sprinter in 2012 
and 2013.

“We shipped everywhere and had 
the fastest horse in the country for 
a few years,” said Hebert, who still 
gallops his own horses. “She was 
all business, super quiet and kind, 
the most quiet horse I’ve ever been 
around, especially for a sprinter.”

In 2014, Bradley gave Hebert three 
homebreds to train and off he went. 
One turned out to be Sergio’s Rose, 
a three-time winner at Belterra Park 
and Hebert has been building a busi-
ness ever since – five wins that first 
year, six the next and ups and downs 
along the way. Hebert won 15 rac-
es in 2019 and 14 last year and has 
moved to a Texas base from Louisi-
ana, which opened up the connection 
to CJ Thoroughbreds. The Hebert 
stable hovers around 15-20 depend-
ing on claims.

“We did well at Houston, got some 
stalls at Lone Star and did well, and 
we’ve been building it up,” said the 
36-year-old. “The Johnsens are from 
Dallas so it’s cool to have one come 
out of that spot and it’s good for my 
business. I’m thankful for the oppor-
tunity.”

As for the Quick Call, where Reylu 
Gutierrez comes in for the ride, He-
bert wants a decent effort from his 

horse but knows it won’t be easy.
“When he beat older horses, he 

broke on top but Reylu was able to 
take back and let them go on and then 
make a run at them,” Hebert said. 
“We’re coming from the outside. I 
would imagine, sprinting on the turf, 
somebody wants to rock and roll, so 
we’ll let them rock and roll and then 
go get ’em.”

Rebel Posse will need to bring his 
track spikes as the Quick Call field 
includes 1-2 morning-line favorite 
Golden Pal, who won two stakes last 
year including the Skidmore at Sara-
toga and the Grade 2 Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile Turf Sprint for trainer Wes-
ley Ward. The son of Uncle Mo and 
13-time winner and $902,387 earner 
Lady Shipman finished second in the 
Group 2 Norfolk at Royal Ascot be-
fore the two wins. The bay colt made 
all four starts in 2020 for his breeder 
Randall Lowe, who campaigned Lady 
Shipman, but was purchased by the 
Coolmore team of Mrs. John Magni-
er, Michael Tabor, Derrick Smith and 
Westerberg for 2021. Irad Ortiz Jr. 
takes the ride from post three. Ward 
also entered Fire Sword for the main 
track.

Jaxon Traveler, a two-time stakes 
winner on the dirt, makes his turf 
debut for West Point Thoroughbreds 
and Melvin Delfiner from the outside 
stall. Trained by Steve Asmussen, the 
Maryland-bred has won four of seven 
(with three seconds) including scores 
in the Maryland Juvenile Futurity last 
year and Oaklawn Park’s Bachelor 
Stakes in April. Jose Ortiz rides the 
son of Munnings at 3-1.

Second Of July won his first two 
starts last year for trainer Phil Gleaves, 
the second coming in the Grade 3 
Futurity on the turf at Belmont. The 
son of Jack Milton was 10th behind 
Golden Pal at the Breeders’ Cup and 
exits a seventh in his 2021 debut in 
June. Dylan Davis rides. 

Kentucky Pharoah won a stakes at 
Gulfstream Park in January going a 
mile on the turf, and tried to stretch 
another furlong in a Belmont allow-
ance in June but lost his jockey at the 
start. Jack Sisterson trains the Cal-
umet Farm homebred, who breaks 
from the rail. Omaha City and Fauci 
(second to Golden Pal here last sum-
mer) also step into the Quick Call, the 
eighth race on the Opening Day card 
with a 5:05 p.m. post time. 

Along with Fire Sword, Mr Sippi is 
entered for the main track only.

Quick Call –
 Continued from page 18

https://gainesway.com/stallions/tapwrit/
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BY TOM LAW
What could be more quintessential 

Saratoga than the Schuylerville Stakes 
on Opening Day and the colors of the 
late Marylou Whitney carried by a 
homebred runner in the field?

How about some fans - likely more 
than just some - in the stands? Just 
the way the Queen of Saratoga would 
want it.

“I feel like running in the Schuy-
lerville Opening Day, of the return of 
Saratoga, for Marylou Whitney, that’s 
pretty cool,” said Norm Casse, who 
trains the Schuylerville’s co-second 
choice Pretty Birdie for the Marylou 
Whitney Stables run by her husband 
John Hendrickson. “We’ll see what 
happens.

“Obviously we’re really proud of 
her. John is proud of the fact they 
bred the mare and the stallion, and 
she won first time out. John is very 
low key, he never puts pressure on 
me. He’s been around the game long 
enough to know that whatever hap-
pens, happens. But I know deep down 
but if she were to win it would mean 
the world to him. I think she’s going 
to run well, we just have to get lucky.”

Pretty Birdie did better than that in 
her debut to earn a trip north for the 
$150,000 Grade 3 stakes. 

After learning her early lessons 
with Randy Bradshaw at his facility 
in Willison, Fla., the daughter of Bird 

Song arrived with a half dozen other 
Whitney homebreds to Casse’s string 
at Keeneland Race Course. Pretty 
Birdie impressed more than the oth-
ers, from her first 3-furlong breeze in 
:38.60 on Keeneland’s main track and 

five subsequent half-mile works at 
Churchill Downs. 

Entered against seven other 2-year-
old fillies and sent off the fourth 
choice in a 5-furlong maiden, Pretty 

Coady Photo
Pretty Birdie tackles the Schuylerville for trainer Norm Casse.

SCHUYLERVILLE PREVIEW

Long Legacy
Pretty Birdie carries Whitney 
blue and brown in filly stakes 

Continued On Page 23 
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Post Time 7:00 pm
Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic 
and the breeders classics races

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
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Birdie took the lead early and never 
gave it up. She won by 3 3/4 lengths 
in :57.28. 

“We knew Day 1, the first time she 
came up from Randy Bradshaw’s, that 
she was good,” Casse said. “It was 
apparent from Week 1 that she was 
more forwardly placed, a little more 
precocious. She hasn’t had a bad day 
since Day 1.”

Pretty Birdie is the second foal out 
of Bird Sense, a daughter of Street 
Sense who appeared in the Fasig-Tip-
ton Stable Tour with Ian Wilkes back 
in 2015. She finished third in two 
maiden races at Saratoga that sum-
mer for Whitney, who died early in 
the 2019 Spa meeting. Bird Song, a 
freshman sire who delivered Whitney 
and Hendrickson an emotional victo-
ry in the Grade 2 Alysheba Stakes at 
Churchill, also appeared in Wilkes’ 
2017 Fasig-Tipton Stable Tour. 

Pretty Birdie drew post 1 for the 
6-furlong Schuylerville, just along-
side fellow 7-2 second choice Main-
stay with the 8-5 favorite Happy 
Soul drawn outside in post 7. Luis 
Saez, who missed the early part of 
last year’s Saratoga meet because of 
COVID-19 but otherwise would have 
likely contended for the riding title, 
takes the call on Pretty Birdie. 

“That’s kind of bad luck but it is 
what it is,” Casse said of the rail draw. 
“You kind of live and learn. You real-
ize you can’t get too bent out of shape 
about post positions. Who knows, 
maybe she’ll break well, get an easy 
lead and we’ll say the post was great. 
I’m not that worried about it.”

Mainstay also ships into New York 
for her stakes debut off a debut maid-
en win.

A half-sister to last year’s champi-
on 2-year-old filly Vequist, Mainstay 
won her 4 ½-furlong maiden race 
June 4 in the slop at Monmouth Park 
by 7 3/4 lengths. 

Parx Racing-based trainer Butch 
Reid shipped Mainstay, Vequist, mul-
tiple stakes winner Beren and anoth-
er runner to Saratoga this month for 
potential stakes engagements. Reid’s 
wife and assistant Ginny oversaw the 
small string from Saratoga’s back-
stretch until the trainer arrived this 
week. She sees similarities in the two 
fillies. 

“They don’t look a lot alike, but 
they’re both talented,” Reid said un-
der the shedrow Monday while heavy 
rain pounded the barn area. “I gal-
loped their mom her whole career; 
nicest ride you’d ever have.”

 The two from the rail and the 
others entered will need a top effort 
if Happy Soul runs back to her pre-
vious two starts. She won those two 
– both at Belmont Park – by 11 3/4 
and 11 1/2 lengths. The latter came in 
the Astoria Stakes during the Belmont 
Stakes Racing Festival at odds-on. 

Trained by Wesley Ward, the 
daughter of Runhappy finished sec-
ond in the slop in her debut during 
the Keeneland spring meet. John 
Velazquez, already a five-time Schuy-
lerville winner in his Hall of Fame ca-
reer, takes the return call on Happy 
Soul. 

Tom Amoss entered the pair of 
Pipeline Girl and Cartel Queen, both 
maiden winners at Churchill in their 
last starts; and Steve Asmussen en-
tered Velvet Sister and Eagle Express 
in search of his fourth Schuylerville 
win. Saucy Lady T and Queen Camil-
la complete the field. 

Schuylerville –
 Continued from page 22

Donate  in  h is  memory  at  www.TRFInc .org  

In his lifetime, he was a successful racehorse, then a
riding horse and finally arrived at the TRF in 2001 where
he was an equine teacher in the TRF’s well known
Second Chances Program. 
He was truly an exceptional horse and served as a
shining example of the versatility of the Thoroughbred
breed. 
With 86 starts in his remarkable racing career, he was a
warhorse with a brave, strong heart and mind. He
became a “posterhorse” for aftercare, serving as an
ambassador for all retired Thoroughbred racehorses. 

Thank you, Quick Call. 
Quick Call 

2/27/84 - 10/8/19 

Connie Bush
Happy Soul takes in some sights at Saratoga Wednesday morning.

https://www.trfinc.org/


24 Thursday, July 15, 2021The saraToga special

Thursday, July 15.

1ST (1:05PM). $36,000, CLM $12,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Revenio .......................... T. Gaffalione ..................... N. Zito ........................ 30-1
2  ..... 2 ............Playwright ...................... L. Cardenas ..................... D. Schettino ............... 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............No Lime ......................... O. Hernandez Moreno ...... O. Barrera, III ............. 30-1
4  ..... 4 ............Wagon Boss ................... J. Rosario ........................ M. Giangiulio ................ 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Charlie’sarchangel .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Diodoro .................... 3-1
6  ..... 6 ............Flowers for Lisa ............. L. Saez ............................. B. Levine ...................... 9-2
7  ..... 7 ............Grit and Glory ................ M. Franco ........................ M. Miceli ...................... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Ekhtibaar ........................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Vazquez .................. 10-1
9  ..... 9 ............Hammerin Aamer ........... D. Cohen .......................... R. Diodoro .................... 5-2

2ND (1:41PM). $100,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Martini’s Amica .............. J. Lezcano ....................... J. Vazquez .................. 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Pout ............................... L. Saez ............................. N. Zito ........................ 20-1
3  ..... 3 ............Prima Della .................... E. Cancel .......................... W. Potts ..................... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Microbiome .................... T. Gaffalione ..................... T. Amoss ...................... 5-2
5  ..... 5 ............Everyoneloveslinda ........ M. Franco ........................ E. Barker .................... 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Seduce ........................... J. Velazquez ..................... H. Motion ................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Zmuda ............................ J. Ortiz ............................. K. McPeek .................... 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Frosted Oats ................... J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ........................ 5-1
9  ..... 9 ............Speedometer .................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 9-5

3RD (2:15PM). $103,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Gussy Mac (IRE) ............ A. Suarez ......................... N. Saville .................... 30-1
2  ..... MTO ......Wild Banker .................... J. Lezcano ....................... M. Dini ......................... 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Smile Bryan ................... L. Saez ............................. O. Noda ...................... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Skyro ............................. M. Franco ........................ B. Lynch ..................... 15-1
5  ..... MTO ......Wudda U Think Now ...... . Rider TBA ...................... R. Rodriguez ................ 6-5
6  ..... 6 ............Point Me By ................... T. Gaffalione ..................... E. Kenneally .................. 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............So Suave (IRE) ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Clement.................... 5-1
8  ..... MTO ......Life Changer ................... . Rider TBA ...................... J. Terranova II .............. 9-2
9  ..... 9 ............St. Joe Louis (GB) .......... J. Rosario ........................ C. Brown ...................... 8-5
10..... 10 ..........Treason .......................... J. Ortiz ............................. W. Mott ........................ 5-2
11..... 11 ..........Lomu ............................. J. Samuel ........................ L. MacKinnon ............. 50-1
12..... 12 ..........Alley Oop Johnny ........... E. Cancel .......................... B. Brown .................... 10-1

4TH (2:49PM). $60,000, STR $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Claddagh’s Run .............. J. Velazquez ..................... G. Weaver................... 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Come Storming .............. J. Castellano .................... S. Klesaris .................. 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Evidence Based .............. J. Ortiz ............................. W. Potts ....................... 8-1
4  ..... MTO ......Kerik ............................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ O. Noda ...................... 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Rose E Holiday ............... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Ryerson .................. 15-1
6  ..... MTO ......Gem Key ........................ J. Ortiz ............................. K. McPeek .................... 9-2
7  ..... 7 ............Hohohoho ...................... D. Davis ........................... T. Morley ...................... 9-2
8  ..... 8 ............Mopolka ......................... E. Cancel .......................... L. Rice .......................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Kemba ............................ J. Rosario ........................ R. Handal ..................... 5-1
10..... 10 ..........Big Bad Diva ................... T. Gaffalione ..................... S. Joseph, Jr. ............... 9-2
11..... 11 ..........Alpha Babe ..................... M. Franco ........................ R. Atras ...................... 10-1
12..... 12 ..........Ocean Air ....................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Clement.................... 7-2

5TH (3:21PM). $100,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Mommasgottarun .......... T. Gaffalione ..................... T. Amoss ...................... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Repealing ....................... J. Rosario ........................ A. Stall, Jr. .................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Lady Scarlet ................... L. Saez ............................. B. Cox .......................... 5-2
4  ..... 4 ............Martini Twist .................. J. Lezcano ....................... J. Vazquez .................. 30-1
5  ..... 5 ............Outfoxed ........................ J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Solasta ........................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Englehart .................. 4-1
7  ..... 7 ............Echo Zulu ....................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 7-2
8  ..... 8 ............Li Li Bear ........................ D. Davis ........................... P. Gleaves ................... 20-1
9  ..... 9 ............Texian ............................. J. Ortiz ............................. C. McGaughey III ....... 12-1
10..... 10 ..........Rolin N Controlin ........... J. Castellano .................... A. Margotta, Jr. .......... 12-1

6TH (3:55PM). $50,000, CLM $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Positive Skew ................. J. Ortiz ............................. C. Martin .................... 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Alba’s Star ...................... L. Saez ............................. M. Stidham .................. 4-1
3  ..... MTO ......Courageous Girl ............. . Rider TBA ...................... D. Donk ........................ 5-2
4  ..... 4 ............Five Alarm Robin ............ E. Cancel .......................... G. Sciacca .................. 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Kitten by the Sea ............ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 2-1
6  ..... 6 ............Stefanie On Fleek ........... M. Franco ........................ R. Rodriguez .............. 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Corey Scores .................. J. Lezcano ....................... L. Rice ........................ 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Choose Happiness ......... D. Davis ........................... O. Noda ........................ 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Sky Kitten ....................... L. Cardenas ..................... R. Persaud ................. 30-1
10..... 10 ..........Two Cent Tootsie ............ J. Alvarado ...................... T. Albertrani .................. 5-1
11..... 11 ..........Jazzy Lady ...................... J. Rosario ........................ R. Handal ..................... 6-1

7TH (4:29PM). $103,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 4 ............Arham ............................ L. Saez ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 5-2
1a  .... 12 ..........Ajaaweed ........................ J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 5-2
2  ..... 1 ............Southern District ............ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 4-1
3  ..... 2 ............Business Model .............. T. Gaffalione ..................... B. Walsh ....................... 5-1
4  ..... 3 ............Dack Janiel’s .................. J. Ortiz ............................. J. Sisterson ................ 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............My First Grammy ........... M. Franco ........................ O. Barrera, III ............. 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............Yearn for Victory ............ J. Lezcano ....................... G. Arnold, II................ 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Mr. Tip ............................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. M. Maker .................... 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Dust Devil ...................... J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ........................ 6-1
9  ..... 9 ............Claytnthelionheart .......... E. Cancel .......................... P. Bauer ...................... 10-1
10..... 10 ..........Bourbon Thunder ........... J. Alvarado ...................... I. Wilkes ..................... 15-1
11..... 11 ..........Camp Hope .................... J. Castellano .................... K. McPeek .................. 20-1

8TH (5:05PM). $120,000, STK - THE QUICK CALL, 3 YO, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Kentucky Pharoah .......... T. Gaffalione ..................... J. Sisterson ................ 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Second of July ............... D. Davis ........................... P. Gleaves ................... 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Golden Pal ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ W. Ward ....................... 1-2
4  ..... 4 ............Omaha City .................... M. Franco ........................ A. Jehaludi ................. 20-1
5  ..... MTO ......Fire Sword ...................... J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 2-1
6  ..... 6 ............Fauci .............................. N. Juarez ......................... P. Antonacci ............... 10-1
7  ..... MTO ......Mr Sippi ......................... . Rider TBA ...................... J. Sharp ........................ 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Rebel Posse ................... R. Gutierrez ..................... M. Hebert ................... 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Jaxon Traveler ................ J. Ortiz ............................. S. Asmussen ................ 3-1

9TH (5:39PM). $150,000, STK - THE SCHUYLERVILLE, 2 YO, F , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Pretty Birdie ................... L. Saez ............................. N. Casse ....................... 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Mainstay ........................ F. Pennington ................... R. Reid, Jr. ................... 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Pipeline Girl .................... J. Ortiz ............................. T. Amoss ...................... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Velvet Sister ................... J. Rosario ........................ S. Asmussen ................ 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Saucy Lady T ................. M. Franco ........................ J. Chapman ................ 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............Queen Camilla ................ J. Alvarado ...................... A. Sano ...................... 30-1
7  ..... 7 ............Happy Soul .................... J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 8-5
8  ..... 8 ............Eagle Express ................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen .............. 10-1
9  ..... 9 ............Cartel Queen .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Amoss .................... 12-1

10TH (6:13PM). $85,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Straight Skinny .............. T. Gaffalione ..................... M. Hennig .................. 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Danzigwiththestars ......... L. Saez ............................. D. Schettino ............... 10-1
3  ..... 3 ............Shinjuku ......................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. H. DePaz .................... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Athenry .......................... M. Franco ........................ M. Nevin ..................... 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Noble Journey ................ J. Alvarado ...................... J. Jerkens ................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Dreampoint .................... E. Cancel .......................... G. Sciacca .................. 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Viking Zim ...................... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart .................. 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Clever Fellow .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 8-5
9  ..... 9 ............A Colt Named Susie ....... D. Cohen .......................... O. Noda ...................... 50-1
10..... 10 ..........Big Georges Kingdm ...... J. Castellano .................... M. Ferraro .................. 15-1
11..... 11 ..........Sandro the Great ............ J. Rosario ........................ T. Bush ....................... 15-1
12..... 12 ..........Ruse ............................... D. Davis ........................... T. Hills .......................... 5-1
13..... MTO ......Forty Two Ace ................ . Rider TBA ...................... G. Sciacca .................... 8-1
14..... MTO ......Reunion Tour ................. D. Davis ........................... J. Ferraro .................... 20-1
Copyright 2021 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

 SARATOGA ENTRIES



25Thursday, July 15, 2021 The saraToga special

grid

the 
Power

Race #

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Wagon Boss
Charlie’sarchangel

Grit And Glory
Speedometer

Zmuda
Microbiome

Wudda U Think Now
St. Joe Louis

So Suave
Big Bad Diva

Ocean Air
Evidence Based

Lady Scarlet
Echo Zulu

Solasta
Courageous Girl

Kitten By The Sea
Alba’s Star

Pletcher entry
Dust Devil

Business Model
Fire Sword
Golden Pal

Jaxon Traveler
Happy Soul
Velvet Sister
Pipeline Girl
Clever Fellow

Ruse
Noble Journey

Tom
Law

Rob
Whitlock

Charles
Bedard

John
Shapazian

Jessica
Paquette

Flowers For Lisa
Charlie’sarchangel

Wagon Boss
Microbiome
Speedometer

Seduce
Wudda U Think Now

St. Joe Louis
Treason

Ocean Air
Big Bad Diva

Kemba
Echo Zulu
Outfoxed
Repealing

Kitten By The Sea
Jazzy Lady
Alba’s Star

Pletcher entry
Business Model
Southern District

Golden Pal
Jaxon Traveler
Rebel Posse
Pretty Birdie
Happy Soul
Mainstay

Clever Fellow
Viking Zim

Ruse

Ekhtibaar
Wagon Boss

Charlie’sarchangel
Speedometer

Martini’s Amica
Seduce

Wild Banker
St. Joe Louis

Alley Oop Johnny
Ocean Air
Hohohoho

Claddagh’s Run
Lady Scarlet
Repealing
Echo Zulu

Kitten By The Sea
Choose Happiness

Jazzy Lady
Pletcher entry

Southern District
Claytnthelionheart

Fire Sword
Golden Pal

Jaxon Traveler
Pretty Birdie
Happy Soul
Pipeline Girl
Clever Fellow
Viking Zim

Big Georges Kingdm

Wagon Boss
Flowers For Lisa

Charlie’sarchangel
Speedometer
Microbiome 

Seduce
Wudda U Think Now

Smile Bryan
St. Joe Louis
Big Bad Diva

Rose E Holiday
Claddagh’s Run

Lady Scarlet
Solasta 

Repealing
Kitten By The Sea

Alba’s Star
Choose Happiness 

Pletcher entry
Dust Devil

Claytnthelionheart
Golden Pal

Jaxon Traveler
Rebel Posse
Happy Soul
Cartel Queen
Pipeline Girl

Noble Journey
Viking Zim

Clever Fellow

Wagon Boss
Charlie’sarchangel

Ekhtibaar
Seduce

Microbiome
Frosted Oats

Skyro
St. Joe Louis

So Suave 
Claddagh’s Run

Hohohoho
Evidence Based

Lady Scarlet
Texian

Repealing
Alba’s Star

Positive Skew
Kitten By The Sea

Dack Janiel’s
Arham

Business Model
Golden Pal

Jaxon Traveler
Kentucky Pharoah

Velvet Sister
Happy Soul
Cartel Queen

Ruse
Clever Fellow
Noble Journey

2020 Records 135/409 123/409 109/409 97/409 –

Andrew J. Mollica Attorney at Law

1205 Franklin Ave., Garden City, NY 11530
(516) 528-1311 cell • (516) 280-3182 office • jdmol@aol.com

Equine Law • Real Estate
Corporate Formation • Civil and Criminal Litigation

Wage and Hour Defense

A small firm dedicated to big things

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

http://andrewmollicalaw.com/
https://radwanbrown.com/
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Founded in 2001, The Saratoga Special has covered plenty of great horses 
and people and we’ll bring you some highlights during our 21st season –and 
20th anniversary.

They dedicated Quick Call’s grave and celebrated his life yesterday. We 
missed it, mostly because we were trying to figure out how to finish this news-
paper edition. We’d like to think he’d be proud of us, even if we would have 
loved to have been there. The headstone is in the infield of the Clare Court 
track, near Fourstardave, A Phenomenon and Mourjane. Quick Call was hu-
manely euthanized on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2019 at age 35 due to the infirmities of 
old age. An ambassador for the Thoroughbred breed and the Thoroughbred 
Retirement Foundation, he should have gotten a major send-off last year, but 
Covid took that away. Instead, we have his race – the Quick Call Stakes – to-
day and hopefully every year for the rest of eternity. And his headstone. Rest 
easy, old man.

Adding a bit more poignancy to the times, Quick Call’s owner Lynda Stokes 
died in June at age 95. She and her husband Alex, a steward and racing of-
ficial at several tracks, enjoyed plenty of successes with their horse – who 
later became everybody’s horse. Lynda Stokes was born in 1925 and lived 
to see plenty. She was a member of the ski patrol at Bromley Mountain, be-
came the CEO and chairwoman of the board of the wildly successful Mark, 
Fore and Strike clothing company, won club championships at golf courses in 
New Jersey, Massachusetts, New York and Florida (she shot her age into her 
80s). She survived two husbands – John Tiernan and Alex Stokes – and was a 
mother, stepmother, grandmother, step-grandmother, great grandmother and 
step-grandmother. And she owned one of racing’s true greats. 

In 2019, The Special’s Joe Clancy wrote about Quick Call in the July 12 
edition while the horse resided at the Wallkill Correctional Facility’s TRF farm.

July 12, 2019. True Calling.

They don’t make horses like Quick Call anymore, but that’s OK. The 
one they did make might just live forever. The 35-year-old gelding 
is the senior resident of the Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation’s 
Second Chances farm at the Wallkill Correctional Facility in Wallkill, 

N.Y.
And he was a Saratoga star. Quick Call made 17 starts at the Spa, winning 

nine. Twice he won three races in a single meet (1987 and 1988). He won two 

in 1989 and one in 1990. Those feats, his 16 total wins, 15 seconds, a dozen 
thirds and $807,817 in earnings helped fuel the creation of the Quick Call 
Stakes in 2008 but his post-racing life had as much to do with it.

Since 2001, Quick Call has resided at Wallkill where he’s the dean of the 
TRF’s “oldtimers” field now overseen by farm manager Kelsey Kober. The 
Kentucky-bred simply lives his life – eating, drinking, sleeping, getting groomed 
and passing along lessons to his human caretakers.

“A lot of the gentlemen tell the other inmates in their units that they work 
with this famous horse and when those men get an opportunity to come out they 
all say, ‘We want to see Quick Call. Where’s Quick Call?’ ” said Kober. “That’s 
a nice experience, to see others react to him. We see him every day so we’re 
spoiled. But he’s special to other people too.”

Kober was at Saratoga Race Course Thursday, for the 12th Quick Call 
Stakes, and tried to summarize a horse she only came to know recently.

“To have him in my care is very special to me,” she said. “I’ve been with 
TRF and the Department of Corrections for a year and a half so this has been 
an experience for me as well. He’s older than I am.”

He’s older than many. Bred by Warner Jones Jr. and David Greathouse Jr., 
Quick Call was foaled in 1984. Ronald Reagan was president. The Raiders 
won the Super Bowl, over the Redskins. Chrysler introduced the minivan to 
the world.

Owned by Lynda Stokes, Quick Call made five starts as a 2-year-old in 
1986, winning a Belmont Park maiden and finishing fifth in the Saratoga Spe-
cial Stakes. 

He was far busier the next year – making 18 starts including four wins, three 
seconds and two thirds. The son of Quack started four times at Saratoga. He 
won Aug. 5 and 10, finished fourth in the King’s Bishop Aug. 22 and closed 
the meet with another win Aug. 30 to help his trainer – future Hall of Famer 
Sidney Watters Jr. – claim the meet championship with 12 wins.

The 1988 season was even better as Quick Call won five of 15 starts includ-
ing all three Saratoga starts, two handicaps (Aug. 4 and 13) and the Grade 2 
Forego Handicap Aug. 21. He won the Forego again in 1989, with a tune-

Cody Jo Waisal/TRF
Quick Call in retirement.

Continued On Page 27 
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up handicap win eight days earlier. 
In 1990, he won a Saratoga handi-
cap  Aug. 16, but was denied a third 
consecutive win in the Forego by Lay 
Down. 

Hall of Famer Pat Day was aboard 
for the Forego wins, and called Quick 
Call a force in upstate New York.

“He was really good there,” Day 
said Thursday. “He stepped up his 
game in Saratoga. It was uncanny 
how and why he did that. I don’t 
know the why, but it happened. 
The atmosphere, the air, the water, 
the people around him, something 
helped him. Horses that would beat 
him down south, he’d put them away 
easily up there.”

Like anyone who talks about 
Quick Call, Day marvels at the 
horse’s longevity.

“He’s still alive?” he asked/ex-
claimed to me Thursday.

I told it straight, “Well, he looks a 
little old . . .”

Day cut me off, “He should. To 
be standing and going at 35, bless his 
heart. That’s a horse.”

The truth is I’ve never seen Quick 
Call, mostly because my schedule 
won’t line up with the public avail-
ability at Wallkill – it is a prison after 
all and open houses are sporadic. The 
TRF’s Kim Weir says it’ll happen this 
fall. I hope so. I’d love to meet him. 
He sounds like a star. 

He is to Kober, though, as one of 
the people responsible, she carries 
some trepidation.

“He does not sleep standing up, he 
sleeps laying down and it freaks me 
out and freaks the inmates out that 

I have to go out and check on him 
sometimes,” she said. “But he’s just 
asleep. He is 35. He needs to rest. He 
has a great life. We don’t bother him, 
but he’s part of everything. He’s very 
calm, relaxed, he loves attention – he 
loves his ears itched, that’s the one 
thing I’ve learned that he loves.”

Kober, who grew up in a fami-
ly that worked with Standardbreds, 
said Quick Call looks good. She cred-
its him, the inmates who groom him 
regularly, Poulin Grain’s Fibre-Max 
feed. His teeth are good and his coat 
gleams (once he sheds out fully from 
the winter). 

The blacksmith says Quick 
Call has the hooves and bones of a 
20-year-old. 

And maybe there’s more to it. He is 
retired, but he also serves – as an ex-
ample for racing, a teacher of men in 
need of (as the farm’s name implies) 
second chances and a host to officials 
who visit. In honor of his 35th year, 
the TRF created a 1,000 Wishes cam-
paign – seeking $35 pledges to cele-
brate Quick Call and retired Thor-
oughbreds. Representatives manned 
the Community Booth Thursday and 
were busy. You can learn more at tr-
finc.org/quickcall.

Weir said you don’t have to know 
Quick Call to appreciate him, and 
that helps connect people to a horse 
they don’t really know. Hopefully, he 
feels the love. Kober believes he does.

“I think of it as we’re in good spir-
its,” she said when asked what his 
secret is. “He is constantly getting 
loved, constantly getting attention 
and I feel as if that is what’s kept 
him alive this long. The good spirits 
matter. That’s the sentimental part of 
it, and that matters with a horse this 
old.”

I hope so.

Best Of –
 Continued from page 26

If you suspect or know of any wrongdoing within the racing  
community, send us an email or call toll-free. All emails and calls 

are treated confidentially and you may remain anonymous.

Help protect Help protect 
your sport’s integrityyour sport’s integrity

Tod Marks

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com • integrity@trpb.com

También disponsible en español
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WITH  MARK CASSE  |  TODD PLETCHER  |  JACK FISHER

  The Horses  

 Who Got us  
Here HALL TALK

Presented by

Let’s talk about the Hall of Fame. The highest 
honor in racing – in anything really – beckons only 
a select few and the class of 2021 (and 2020 since 
racing missed the induction ceremony because of 
the coronavirus pandemic) is one of the most spe-
cial in history as seven-time Eclipse Award winner 
Todd Pletcher goes in during his first year of eligi-
bility and 13-time leading steeplechase trainer Jack 
Fisher joins him. Technically inducted last year, 
trainer Mark Casse gets his due in 2021 after join-
ing Canada’s Hall in 2016.

The ceremony, open to the public as usual, hap-
pens Aug. 6 at the Fasig-Tipton sales pavilion. 
Doors open at 9:30 and the ceremony starts an 
hour later. Pletcher, Casse and Fisher will be joined 
by Triple Crown winner American Pharoah in the 
2021 class, plus the 2020 class of two-time Horse 
of the Year Wise Dan, historic horse Tom Bowling, 
jockey Darrel McHargue and pillars of the turf Al-
ice Headley Chandler, J. Keene Daingerfield Jr. and 
George Widener Jr. Tom Durkin will be the master 
of ceremonies.

The Special, which talked to Shug McGaughey 
about some of his all-time greats when he was in-
ducted in 2004, revisits the theme this year with 
Hall Talk – a conversation with Pletcher, Casse and 
Fisher about a single horse in each edition of the 
2021 season. Each trainer’s individual top 20 isn’t 
really a top 20. We’re not asking for their “best” 
horses, there is no ranking. We’re asking for 20 who 
got them to the Hall of Fame. Clearly, you (and we) 
will know more than a few but here’s hoping we 
run across some more obscure names too. It takes 
plenty of horses to get a trainer to the Hall of Fame.

Let’s dive in and find out who they are.

Mark Casse
World Approval. Charlotte Weber’s cantanker-

ous homebred gave Casse his fourth of five Breed-
ers’ Cup victories, taking the 2017 Mile at Del Mar. 
He won seven other graded stakes, including the 
Grade 3 Saranac in 2015 at Saratoga, Grade 1 Unit-
ed Nations in 2016 at Monmouth Park and Grade 
1 Fourstardave at Saratoga and Grade 1 Wood-
bine Mile in 2017. World Approval earned cham-
pion turf male honors in 2017 and ranks second 
on Casse’s list of leading earners with $3,062,363, 
trailing only fellow champion Tepin. He’s out of 
the With Approval mare Win Approval, who pro-
duced fellow millionaires and graded stakes win-

ners Za Approval (trained by Casse) and Miesque’s 
Approval. The latter earned the Eclipse Award for 
champion grass horse in 2006, the same season he 
won the Breeders’ Cup Mile for Weber’s Live Oak 
Plantation. 

“World Approval was really special. He was in-
teresting because we got him, he was a maiden and 
he had started a couple times on the dirt, hadn’t run 
very well. We got him from Mrs. Weber. The thing 
that made it special was we’re both from Ocala. 
Live Oak has been in my life forever. I’ve always 
known about it because it was so huge in Ocala. 
My dad, he ended up being very close with Char-
lotte. To win the Breeders’ Cup for her and for my 
dad, it was important. He was a horse I felt like was 
a decent horse but he became a really good horse. 
We experimented a little bit, made some changes. I 
remember we got him at Palm Meadows. Norman 
worked for me and he said to me, ‘He’s not a very 
good-moving horse.’ I said, ‘Wait until you get him 
on the grass.’ We worked him on the grass and ran 
him and he won. I still remember the conversation 
with Mrs. Weber. I told her, ‘Mrs. Weber, we’re go-
ing to have a lot of fun with this one.’ Never did I 
dream how good he’d end up being. What a mare, 
too. He’s out of a mare that’s produced what, three 
millionaires, three Grade 1 winners. He was nasty, 
too.”

Todd Pletcher
Super Saver. WinStar Farm’s homebred provided 

Pletcher with his first of two Kentucky Derby vic-
tories with a rail-skimming ride under Calvin Borel 
in 2010. The son of Maria’s Mon made his debut at 
Saratoga, finishing second in a 6 1/2-furlong maid-
en before stretching out to win a 1-mile maiden and 
the 1 1/16-mile Grade 2 Kentucky Jockey Club in 
late fall at Churchill Downs. Super Saver eventually 
went on to sire Letruska, the leading older female 
in training this year, and Pletcher’s Grade 1 winner 
Happy Saver, among others. 

“It’s hard to leave a Derby winner off the list. 
Obviously Super Saver being the first one was a 
huge deal but I also think getting that second one 
(in 2017 with Always Dreaming) was just as im-
portant to me. That the first one was not a fluke. 
The Kentucky Jockey Club gave us confidence 
that he liked Churchill, he ran fast but all winter 
we were playing catch-up. We never really got to 
where we wanted to go and then we were getting 
ready to run, he got sick, so we had to push it back 
again. Really, truly had the best three weeks of his 
life after the Arkansas Derby up to the Kentucky 
Derby. He totally peaked at just the right time. I 
wish I could say it was because we charted it out, 
but it was more calling audibles along the way to 
try and get there and it all just came together at the 
right time. 

Tod Marks
World Approval helped Mark Casse get to the Hall of Fame.

Tod Marks
Super Saver delivered Todd Pletcher a Derby win.

Continued On Page 30 
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Hip 1092, a bay filly in the consignment of Burleson Farm, turned out to be a two-time 
stakes winner and a favorite for her buyers Lauren Carlisle, Dr. Joel Politi and trainer 
Tom Amoss. Purchased for $190,000, she’s won three of nine and earned $216,840. 

“She has earned more than her purchase price and has broodmare value, which is 
always the goal with fillies. She came close to being graded stakes placed. She was built 
like a colt when we bought her and that’s what intrigued me most about her. She’s a 
kind-hearted filly, who loves peppermints and tries really hard in her races. Most clients 
target Keeneland September because of value. There is enough supply to fit the demand 
and that keeps the prices fairly honest. There’s something for everyone in that sale.”

LITTLESTITIOUS, 2019 Lauren Carlisle, for Dr. Joel Politi

SEPTEMBER
M O N .  1 3  -  S A T .  2 5

ONE HORSE  Keeneland September buyers  
and sellers remember some  
names from the past. 

Jim
 M

cCue/M
aryland Jockey Club

https://www.sackatoga.com/
https://lgbloodstock.com/
https://keeneland.com/
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@APStables
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5 Wins
At SaratogaLast Summer

$1.6 Million

In Earnings

APStables.com

“Calvin gave him a masterful ride. Calvin came 
to breeze him the week before, we had a wet track 
for the breeze. I remember Calvin putting him right 
on top of the rail for the breeze, because you know 
that’s what he’s going do when he rides him in the 
race. He was prepping him to be comfortable that 
close to the rail.”

Jack Fisher
Call Louis. Bred by Robert Meyerhoff, the 

Maryland-bred son of Ecole Etage won three of 38 
starts on the flat before being claimed for $5,000 
by Fisher’s wife, Sheila, in 1987. Two years later, 
he began a seven-race winning streak that includ-
ed the Virginia Gold Cup and was crowned timber 
champion. 

“The first horse would be Call Louis. He was 
one of the first ones, Sheila claimed him for $5,000 
at Delaware Park. He ran over hurdles and was 
mediocre at best, won a maiden claimer, then we 
switched him to a timber horse and he won sev-
en in a row. He was a cool horse, a trier, he had 
the track record at Delaware Park for 2 7/8 (on the 
dirt; officially 5:08.20). Do you know how many 

races they ran 2 7/8 at Delaware Park? One. I re-
member taking him to Pimlico to work him and I 
called to get my time and they were like, ‘You were 
working?’ He was slow but he could go 3 miles, 4 
miles all day long.

“He was the second horse we had, I was work-
ing for Tom Voss and Sheila and I were training a 
couple at Polly Riggs’ farm in Monkton. Looking 
at Jonathan Sheppard at the time, he had George 
Strawbridge, you need someone feeding you horses 
all the time. You need that horse to put you on the 
map. You need to get a little bit of luck to put you 
on the map and that was luck. It was just luck.”

Hall Talk –
 Continued from page 28

Timber horse Call Louis took Jack and Sheila Fisher for a 
ride in the 1980s and 1990s.

Never miss The Special
Sign up for our email list
at thisishorseracing.com

https://apstables.com/
http://nicholsoninsurance.com/
https://www.vabred.org/
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There is apparently another Broadway in another 
city that is well known and has its own advocates. 
But for Saratoga horse racing fans and residents, 
there is really only one Broadway – the main street 
and business center of Saratoga Springs.

“You can feel the excitement,” said Patrick 
Toomey, director of restaurants at the Adelphi. “I’m 
thinking this might be Saratoga’s biggest year ever. 
Fingers crossed.

“After what we’ve all been through this past year, 
there’s a pent-up energy and desire to get back to 
the Saratoga we’ve always loved. Everybody’s just 
waiting to bust out.”

In celebration of this return, the Saratoga Down-
town Business Association is throwing a wel-
come-back party. Tonight – just after the Opening 
Day races – from 6:30-8:30, race fans, visitors and 
residents can wander Broadway and the surround-
ing area and feel some of that “energy,” the word 
that virtually every businessperson we talked to 
mentioned.

The stores and restaurants will be open and dec-
orated. And there will be live music on the streets 
and in bars and restaurants at a dozen locations.

During the more-than-a-year of the pandemic, all 
the businesses in town took an economic hit. And 
they all had to become creative with curbside sales 
and other means of keeping their businesses afloat. 
This was especially necessary during the 2020 racing 
season. Normally Saratoga restaurants and shops 
do up to 50 percent of their annual business in those 
two months of the year. Clearly they’re glad to be 
back to something resembling normal this year.

Even the book business, which might seem to 
be immune to a racing season sales bump, benefits 
from the racing season.

“Oh yes, we are definitely busier during the 
meet,” said Mike Hare, who works at the North-
shire Bookstore. “We’re excited that it’s back.” 

But the celebration is more than just about mon-
ey.

Maddy Zanetti, the co-owner of Impressions on 
Broadway, said the pandemic allowed her to really 
discover what a wonderful place she lived in. 

“The people here were great,” she said. “Like all 
Saratoga businesses, we were struggling and trying 
to figure ways to survive, but throughout we could 
feel the tremendous support of the local community. 
Not only in patronage terms, but also just friendly 
encouragement.

“And now with the coming re-opening of the 
track to spectators, there’s more foot traffic and in 
the last week or so the energy [there’s that word 
again] has been palpable.”

Walking the streets we saw no fewer than eight 
signs on business or restaurant windows saying, 
“Now hiring,” “Help Wanted,” or “Wait-staff 
needed.” Will Broadway be ready?

“We’ll be OK,” said Zanetti. “We always staff 
up for the season when we have 15 or more people 
working here as opposed to less than half of that 
the rest of the year. We hire a lot of high school and 
college students. So this is pretty normal for us. It 
might be harder for some of the restaurants.” 

Adelphi’s Toomey told us that they were in good 
shape. 

“Many of the restaurants that had to close down 
had to let staff go. But in some form or other, we 
were open every single day,” he said with obvious 
pride, “so for the most part we kept our people.”

Overall, the general feeling seems to be that hav-
ing to scramble to add staff is a much nicer prob-
lem than having to look at closing down. They’re 
excited.

What a difference a year makes.

Ready on Broadway
BY TERRY HILL

76&sunny

http://www.bonaventurestables.com/
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GLORY HURDLE     MAKER’S 46 MILE     MANHATTAN    MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  MET-
ROPOLITAN MILE     NEARCTIC STAKES  PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II    SHADWELL 

TURF MILE   SPINAWAY     SPINSTER  SWORD DANCER   TEST    
UNITED NATIONS   VANITY HANDICAP     WHITNEY HANDICAP  WOOD MEMORIAL   A.G. 

VANDERBILT   ALICIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   
BELMONT DERBY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ CUP 

FILLY AND MARE TURF   DELAWARE HANDICAP  DONN HANDICAP   
DUBAI WORLD CUP  FLORIDA DERBY    FRIZETTE   FOREGO   FRANK 

KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY  GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE    HASKELL INVITATIONAL  
HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    IROQUOIS HURDLE   JOE HIRSCH TURF 

CLASSIC   KENTUCKY DERBY     KING’S BISHOP   LONESOME GLORY HURDLE     MAK-
ER’S 46 MILE    MANHATTAN    MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  METROPOLITAN MILE     NE-
ARCTIC STAKES  PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II   SHADWELL TURF MILE   SPINAWAY    

SPINSTER  SWORD DANCER   TEST    UNITED NATIONS    
VANITY HANDICAP     WHITNEY HANDICAP WOOD MEMORIAL   A.G. VANDERBILT   ALI-
CIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   BELMONT  DERBY    BREEDERS’ 
CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY AND MARE TURF  DELA-
WARE HANDICAP     DONN HANDICAP   DUBAI WORLD CUP      FLORIDA DERBY     FRI-

ZETTE   FOREGO   FRANK KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY
GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE  HASKELL INVITATIONAL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    IR-

W i n n i n g  w h e n  i t  m a t t e r s .

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses 

include 78 individual Grade 1 winners 
and the winners of  119 Grade 1 races.

Just some of the races they’ve won…

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

YEARLING 
BUYER NOTICE
Yearling buyers can 
contribute to the NTRA’s  
¼% Check-off Program 
when purchasing from our 
sale company partners 
below. Your voluntary 
contribution equals $2.50  
for every $1,000 of a 
yearling’s sale price and 
helps fund the NTRA’s 
federal legislative effort.

Participating sale companies are 
Keeneland, Fasig-Tipton, OBS, 
WTBOA and CTBA.

HELP US HELP 
HORSE RACING  

IN DC.

Visit www.SupportHorseRacing.org  
for more information or contact  

Joe Bacigalupo at joeb@ntra.com.

https://www.fairhilletc.com/
https://www.ntra.com/legislative/
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Dave Donk looked up from the back 
page of The Special and laughed.

“It isn’t free anymore, buddy.”
The veteran trainer stood up from a 

table outside his barn on the turn of the 
main track and put his arm around my 
shoulder, “Brother, I’ve been there.”

It was one of those Cups of Coffee 
about family. Leaving Miles. Leaving 
Annie. Leaving home. A few years ago. 
You know the ones, when Miles hit his 
head and I wasn’t there, when the sum-
mer storm hit the farm and I wasn’t 
there, when Apse won at Saratoga and 
they weren’t here, when Tom Law grilled 
in the backyard and they weren’t here. 
There have been many.

That day, I was struggling with the 
balance between work in Saratoga and 
the family at home. Donk read it, knew 
it, recognized it. Two kids, a barn full of 
horses and Saratoga in the middle, each summer, a 
balancing act of purpose and pressure. Donk’s kids, 
Paul and Holly, had grown up. Well, that summer, 
they were grown up compared to Miles, the Donks 
in a different stage than the Clancys, which adds 
perspective, which gets passed around, one dad to 
another dad.

“See, all you young guys used to laugh at us old 
guys,” Donk said. “Now you get it.”

Yeah, now I got it. I wasn’t freelancing, six, 
eight, 10 a day for 10, 12, 15 bucks for that bronc 
anymore. Saratoga wasn’t free anymore. Jonathan 
Kiser’s motto of a credit card and a tack bag was 
long gone. The thought of hitting the Northway and 
never looking back was long gone. The days of long 
bar tabs and lost security deposits, yeah, long gone. 

Life changes. For the better, no doubt. 
As always, Saratoga marks the passage of time. 

When you’re packing to go and when you’re pack-

ing to come home, a moment to think about where 
you are, where you’ve been, where you’re going. 
And everyone in your life, where they are, where 
they’ve been, where they’re going. And, sure, some 
who aren’t here anymore. This year even more so, 
after missing out last year. For me, I missed Sarato-
ga but gained a full summer with my family. With 
Covid stifling all options, it was the definition of 
a staycation. We relished long breakfasts, appreci-
ated lazy lunches and enjoyed languid dinners. We 
played all-time-best baseball games in the backyard 
(Miles always hitting) and wandered around the 
garden late into the night. There were a few dead-
lines – The Special salvaging what it could – taken 
in the guest room, Miles bringing me dinners and 
wishing me luck. With life as we knew it in upheav-
al, we did what we could, while worrying about 
what we couldn’t. I can’t decide if that makes it eas-
ier or harder this summer. I guess, I’ll know in eight 
weeks. 

Eight weeks. Two months. Forty rac-
ing days. Twenty deadlines. Hopefully, 
Miles and Annie will make a few of those 
before summer drifts to a close, but for 
now, it feels like the long goodbye. 

Wednesday morning, as all that looms 
in a day, I make scrambled eggs with 
Greek feta and basil from the garden, we 
chat about last night’s all-star game and 
the night-before home run derby and I 
pack Miles’ lunch, lamb burger, leftover 
salad and a Lara Bar. He puts his dish-
es in the sink, fills up a water bottle, flits 
up the back stairs, brushes his teeth and 
skips back down the front stairs. I slath-
er sunscreen across his nose, cheeks and 
forehead, offer him a floppy hat of mine 
which he refuses politely and we contin-
ue the goodbye dance. Knowing the mo-
ment of truth is here, we hesitate, take 
deep breaths, smile, stifle our emotions 

and hug. I used to pick him or at least lean over, 
now he looks me in the eye for one last, long, hard-
to-let-go embrace that lasts into the minutes. 

“I’ll miss you, Miles.”
“Same here, Dad. Same here.”
We’ve cried before, but stifle it today.
On his way to pony camp at Haley Walsh’s, 

across John Mosby Highway, down the road in 
Piedmont Hunt Country, Miles is a counselor this 
week at Daffodil Hill, a bastion of kids and ponies, 
trail rides and creek swims, laughs and escapes. 
Some days, he’s asleep before he gets home, after a 
long day in the hot sun, full barn, still pond and tall 
grass. Talk about being free. 

He picks up a bag of swimming gear, a bag of rid-
ing clothes and his Hill School lunch box and walks 
toward Annie’s car. He’s wearing my shoes. An old 
pair of Adidas. Sambas. Or Spezials. 

They’re a size too big. For now. 

Home & Away cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

http://pinoakstud.com/
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The Keeneland September Yearling Sale consistently delivers 
results at the highest levels of racing internationally. We 
invite you to travel to Keeneland this September in search 
of your next racing success story.

There are moments that 
make history. And then there are 
moments that shape the future.

The World’s Yearling Sale

IMPROBABLE
2020 WHITNEY H. (G1)

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

M O N .  13   -   S A T  2 5 .

In 2020 Keeneland September graduates 
at Saratoga accomplished:

19 GRADED STAKES WINS

13 GRADE 1 WINS INCLUDING:

Channel Maker, Echo Town, Gamine, Global Campaign, 

Halladay, Improbable, Jackie’s Warrior, Paris Lights, 

Serengeti Empress, Swiss Skydiver, Vequist, Vexatious, 

Volatile and more

Learn More at TheWorldsYearlingSale.com

http://september.keeneland.com/


http://www.brownadvisory.com/



