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BY THE NUMBERS
14: Horses gate schooling on the Oklahoma training track to “Dance to the Music” by Sly and 
the Family Stone at 7:30 Saturday morning. Yes, the Silks and Satins 5K was revving up for its 
start.

0: Pairs of goggles left by the time Junior Alvarado got two-thirds of the way to the jockeys’ 
room after winning Friday’s Forbidden Apple. He told the kids waiting farther down the path to 
come back after the last race.

17:46: Retired Hall of Fame jockey Ramon Dominguez’s time in Saturday’s Silks N Satins 5K, 
good for seventh overall and first in the 40-44 age group.

LICENSE PLATES OF THE DAY
TBRED, New York. SARATGA, Vermont.

NAMES OF THE DAY
Straphanger, second race. The 3-year-old gelding is out of D’wild Ride. And the straphanger 
can have a wild ride.

Blame The Cake, fourth race. Lothenbach Stable’s 2-year-old colt is by Blame out of Marie 
Antoinette. 

Susie Raisher
Walking Tall. Trainer Tom Morley takes a pupil for a stroll.

here&there...at Saratoga

Past
Midshipman’s G1 daughter Lady Shipman 

won the Coronation Cup at Saratoga in 
2015 – one of no fewer than 11 career 

Black Type victories.

Present
Midshipman has sired 15% Black Type horses

from starters – better than three-quarters 
of the stallions in Kentucky – and he’s 

the leading sire of two-year-olds in Brazil 
where he has G1 winner Tweet.

Darley

Future
Yearlings selling soon...

https://www.darleyamerica.com/
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WORTH REPEATING
“My wife and I think I’m at work, but we both know I’m here.” 

One railbird to another

“He said I’ve got nothing Worth Repeating. That’s Worth Repeating right 
there.”

Trainer Eric Guillot, warming up for this section Saturday morning

“Now you’re talking.”
Trainer Wesley Ward, on getting interviewed after races rather than before
 
“It was more working horses than galloping horses because I couldn’t hold 
them at all. I weighed 70 pounds. They put me on the ones to go fast. That’s 
all I could do.”

Ward, on his first job in racing as a 12-year-old exercise rider

“I was wondering when you were going to figure out you didn’t have a pile of 
newspapers in your cart.”

Trainer Tom Morley, as The Special’s Sean Clancy 
 tried to drive away in Morley’s golf cart Saturday morning 

“Skinny Jimmy was helping Jimmy (Jerkens) when he had three horses in 
the middle of the mayhem in Chief’s barn at Belmont. Skinny Jimmy looked 
up one day and said, ‘If a clown on a unicycle comes through here, I would 
expect it.”

Trainer Peter Pugh, telling old Allen Jerkens stories 

“That sounds like a bad idea.”
Writer Tim Wilkin when hearing about The Special’s  

plan to run the Boilermaker Road Race Sunday morning 

here&there...at Saratoga

 Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager  (859) 224-4585    www.shadwellfarm.com

Won 1st  
Five Career Starts 

Undefeated  
Graded SW at 2

Won Fountain of Youth-G2 &  
Holy Bull-G2 at 3 

MOHAYMEN

$2.2 Million Yearling 

Brilliant GSW by TAPIT

1st Foals  
Arrived This Year

Tapit – Justwhistledixie, by Dixie Union

Connie Bush
You’ve Been Framed. A Saratoga Thoroughbred makes like a painting while utilizing the back 
window of the stall.

https://shadwellfarm.com/


5Sunday, July 14, 2019 The SaraToga Special

http://www.laurelpark.com/


6 Sunday, July 14, 2019The SaraToga Special

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“My sports hero growing up wasn’t a baseball player, it was Pele.”

Baseball Hall of Famer Mariano Rivera, 
who was honored at Saratoga Friday, on the Brazilian soccer star

WORTH REPEATING
“My husband actually came down and looked after him. We put him to work. He’s a very 
good-looking groom.” 

Catherine Day Phillips on husband Todd shipping  
in with Forbidden Apple winner Mr Havercamp

“Wow! OK!”
Phillips turning to face a wall of cameras and reporters 

in the winner’s circle after the Forbidden Apple

 “I might be up all night tonight.”
Owner Dorothy Fitzhenry on the high of winning the Forbidden Apple with Mr Havercamp

“This is where I started really yelling.”
Fitzhenry narrating the replay of the Forbidden Apple Stakes 

“I don’t bet, I come to enjoy the race. This is a great town. Great people. Why not?”
Yankees great Mariano Rivera, about coming to Saratoga 

“My greatest moment in baseball was just wearing the uniform. Just wearing the uniform. That’s 
how big I have the New York Yankees in my mind. The legacy. The majesty. For me, I’m honored 
and humbled. Coming from Panama, a small fishing town to land in New York City and play for 
19 seasons, it was amazing. There are no words to describe that because it’s something special 
and deep.”

Rivera, about the Yankees legacy 

“The only thing I didn’t do was verbally tell hitters what was coming. They already knew and still 
couldn’t hit it.”

Rivera, on the cut fastball

here&there...at Saratoga

Saratoga Memories …

®

Headley Bell: 859-221-5108  . Price Bell: 859-321-5117 

“Probably Wonder Again’s Diana (in 2004). She liked soft ground 
and that day when we walked over it was just drizzly a little bit, 
so I took her inside because she was a nervous filly. We’re walking 
around inside and she started to break out. I told my assistant, 
‘Take her outside by the trees. Keep her outside.’ We kept her out 
there and it starts raining harder. The valet says, ‘Jimmy, come on.’ 
I said, ‘No, no. You have to stay outside.’ They go on the track and 
it started really raining, by the time they broke from the gate you 
couldn’t see anything. It was pouring, you couldn’t see a thing and 
then coming toward the wire, I could see, here she came. And we 
won the Diana. It was like one of those things you never 
forget because of the way the situation was.”
 – Trainer Jimmy Toner

Country Life Farm 
Breeding Partnerships

Country Life’s broodmare ROCK SAPPHIRE (from a deep Claiborne family 
including Guide, Tour and Grade 1 winner BOLT D’ORO) with her 2019 

Maryland-Bred filly by War Front’s son MOSLER. Mosler’s first crop of 75 
yearlings reach the Mid-Atlantic yearling sales this fall.
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Josh Pons 443-807-0644   v  Mike Pons 410-459-8517 
Christy Holden 410-808-1325  v  Bel Air, MD 21014  

410-879-1952  v  info@countrylifefarm.com  v  countrylifefarm.com 

For information, visit countrylifefarm.com

Matthew J. Nielsen
Ed Kasperavich, CFA
Deborah Stackpole 

Managing Directors 
Sports & Entertainment Group

mnielsen@stonecrestpartners.com

Your investment  
future starts  

 here… Securities offered through Stonecrest Capital Markets, member  
FINRA/SIPC Advisory services offered through Stonecrest Advisors, Inc.

http://www.countrylifefarm.com/
http://www.millridge.com/
https://www.brookledge.com/
http://www.stonecrestpartners.com/
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KIRKWOOD POTD

The Chief . . . Day 4
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– Trainer Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

“I had a filly called Harem Lady, beat the colts, Eddie Belmonte in the tack. I thought he was a 
great rider, whew, he had such instinct to get through a field of horses, never seemed to get shut 
off. If he realized he used a horse too much, he would suspend himself in the air for four strides, 
left handed and get him on the right lead. Look up Pretense, he was a 
good horse and Handsome Boy beat him in the Washington Park
Handicap at Arlington, 1967. He could make a horse do 
things a lot of jocks couldn’t. The last thing horses like is 
to be outrun on both sides by a half-length, especially 
in the mud, with him, they didn’t. I would 
get mad at him if he didn’t win, he would 
say, ‘No same horsey today. You’ll find 
out something tomorrow.’ ”

www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Proud to support 
Thoroughbred aftercare

Photo of 
the Day

Pinhooking  
Partnerships

2-year-olds   
in training sales

Yearling to  
2-year-old prep

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com

Presented by

STANDOFF
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http://www.bonaventurestables.com/
http://kirkwoodstables.com/
https://nytha.com/
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Wesley Ward’s horses could be anywhere. 
They’ve run at 14 North American racetracks 
this year, and also raced in England and 
France. He’s got 27 stalls at Saratoga, toward 
the back on the main-track side with a view 
of the Godolphin woods. 

The horses don’t stay there long, cycling 
in and out from the trainer’s main base at 
Keeneland in Kentucky, but they’re here to 
run. Last year, he won five races here and 
he will be especially active with 2-year-olds. 
Ward started working on the racetrack as a 
12-year-old work rider at Longacres in Wash-
ington State, parlayed that experience into an 
Eclipse Award as North America’s champion 
apprentice jockey of 1984 and 749 lifetime 
wins. Since becoming a trainer in 1991, he 
has won 1,776 more and worked with ma-
jor winners Judy The Beauty, Undrafted and 
Lady Aurelia among others.

He couldn’t see himself in any other job.
“It’s all I know,” he said Saturday morning. “I’m 

fortunate to be on top when I was a 16-year-old 
kid, then I had to start back at the bottom at Yaki-
ma Meadows and work my way back up. It’s what I 
know, what I like to do. There’s nothing like getting 
up every morning working at a job that you love. 
It’s a privilege to be around the horses I’m around.”

Intentional or not, Ward’s forte is 2-year-olds 
on the turf and they’ve taken him to Royal Ascot, 
Deauville, Chantilly and the Breeders’ Cup. 

“Over the years, they haven’t had that many 
2-year-old turf sprints and no 2-year-old turf sprint 
stakes,” he said. “Now, they’re coming up with 
them. Kentucky Downs started it, Woodbine put a 
couple in, the Breeders’ Cup race is there, Sarato-
ga’s got these two. It fits right in my wheelhouse.”

Ward walked his shedrow with The Special’s Joe 
Clancy Saturday morning to check on the Saratoga 
string, and a few others who aren’t in town. 

Maven: Don’t plan on seeing the American Pharoah colt in 
Saratoga, but he may be the most interesting horse in the barn. 
Owned by Richard Ravin, the chestnut colt won his debut on 
the dirt at Aqueduct April 19, and trained at Keeneland for 
Royal Ascot only to be scratched when the turf came up soft. 
Now he’s in France, where he won the Group 3 Prix du Bois at 
Chantilly June 29. He worked Saturday at Chantilly (Ward has 
the video) and looked good doing it. “My initial plan was to go 

for a race at Goodwood in England, it’s five-eighths-of-a-mile 
downhill. He’s fast and I can take advantage of the speed there. 
After talking to the jockey who rode him at Cantilly and who 
worked him today, Mickael Barzalona, we may go to a 5 ½-fur-
long Group 2 at Maisons-Laffitte in France instead.”

Karak: Owned by Breeze Easy, the 2-year-old daughter of 
Karakontie won her debut at Belmont Park in May, then fin-
ished 15th in the Windsor Castle Stakes at Royal Ascot in June. 
She’s at Keeneland prepping for a Saratoga stakes start. “She 
won nicely at Belmont and I’m pretty excited about her. The 
two stakes they have sprinting on the turf for 2-year-olds in 
the middle of the meet (Bolton Landing Aug. 14 and Skidmore 
Aug. 16) I should be pretty salty in with horses coming back 
from Ascot.”

The Mackem Bullet: Katsumi Yoshida’s Irish-bred 3-year-
old filly won the Grade 2 Appalachian Stakes at Keeneland April 
7 and eyes the Lake George here July 19. “She’s going to fly 
in here in two days, and she’s going well. I’m excited for her. 
She’ll be the only real graded stakes horse we have.”

Paper Clip: Ray Sainz’s Cairo Prince 3-year-old filly finished 
seventh in a turf allowance Saturday, after winning her 2019 
debut against maidens at Churchill Downs May16. “She had a 
couple races last year and didn’t run as well as I thought she 
could and I kicked her out for the winter just to let her develop 
physically. She came back this year and ran a beautiful race at 
Churchill.”

Aurelia Garland: The 2-year-old daughter of Constitution 
cost $185,000 as a yearling at Fasig-Tipton here last sum-

mer and owner George Bolton named her for his 
mother whose full name is Aurelia Garland Bolton. 
Mrs. Bolton goes by “Relie” and among other 
achievements, has climbed all 46 high peaks in the 
Adirondacks. Her namesake lived up to the honor 
with a 5-length maiden win at Belmont Park May 2, 
but missed a start in the Schuylerville Stakes here 
Opening Day. “Unfortunately she had a pulse in her 
foot and the vet took her out. We’ll assess her and 
give her a work here in a little over a week and see 
where we are.”

Palace Avenger: The owner’s name, Steve Cau-
then, will make you stop. Ward was happy to add 
a Hall of Fame jockey to the client list. Fourth in a 
maiden at Belmont July 3, the 2-year-old daugh-
ter of Palace was snoozing in the breeze from an 
overhead fan Saturday morning. “I’m exciting to be 
training for that guy. He’s one of the best ever.” 

Alfie Solomons: The 2-year-old colt was tacked 
for a turf work Saturday morning, just chilling and waiting for 
his cue. A half-hour later, he went a half-mile in :48.88, get-
ting closer to his debut – which could come as early as July 
21. Ward didn’t hesitate to mention a famous relative of the 
chestnut. “He’s a full-brother to (millionaire Grade 1 winner) 
World Of Trouble. He’s been a little bit slow to come around, 
so we brought him up here to breeze on the grass and get him 
going.”

Sign Of The Times: Owned by Ward, the 2-year-old daugh-
ter of Animal Kingdom runs in today’s first race, a 1 1/16-mile 
maiden on the turf. She was fifth going 7 ½ furlongs at Gulfst-
ream Park in June. “I’ve got high hopes for her going long. She 
just seems like she wants to do that.”

Soulmate: Owned and bred by Ken and Sarah Ramsey, the 
3-year-old Eskendereya gelding has won two of five starts in-
cluding a $35,000 claimer at Gulfstream Park June 28. Satur-
day morning, he was scratching his head with his hind foot 
– or his hind foot with his head – and attacking a hay net. “I’m 
trying to get to a straight 3-year-old spot on the grass with 
him. Mr. Ramsey loves winning, so we’ll try to get him one.”

Mentality: New York-bred Freud filly has won three of 10 
including her only start of 2019, a 6-furlong turf Belmont al-
lowance May 25. The 4-year-old finished fourth in the 2017 
P.G. Johnson here and was second in an optional claimer here 
last summer. Ward has added incentive to collect a Saratoga 
win. “She’s owned by my landlord Ice Wine Stable. They’re 
wonderful people and they have a beautiful house over here 
across the street. I’ve got to do well for them. The price is right 
and it’s a great place to live in Saratoga.”

Every day at Saratoga, The Special  
presents an exclusive Stable Tour 

with a Saratoga trainer.

See thisishorseracing.com for more.

with  
Wesley Ward

Tod Marks
Trainer Wesley Ward eyes more Saratoga success with his string of quality horses 
based mainly at Keeneland.

http://www.fasigtipton.com/
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Divided Sky: Irish-bred 2-year-old filly by 
Society Rock has worked twice on the turf 
here – including a half-mile in :48.85 Saturday 
– while looking for a spot to debut for e Five 
Racing. “Of the three they sent me, two have 
already won, and coming in from the farm she 
was my favorite of the three. She was meant 
to go to Royal Ascot, but little shin issues and 
minor stuff just kept us from going.”

Invader: Owned by Grandview Equine, Chey-
enne Stable and LNJ Foxwoods, the 3-year-old 
son of War Front and the Irish-bred mare Say is 
a full-brother to Grade 1 winner Fog Of War. The 
bay colt finished sixth in his debut at Belmont 
July 6, but Ward expects an improvement. “This 
is the guy I’ve got the highest hopes for. He had 
just an average performance in his debut and 
we did a procedure on him here, a myectomy 
(throat surgery). He displaced his palate so we 
did that, just in the stall and it’s pretty minor 
really. We’ll let him get over that and get going 
again.”

No Nay Maybe: Second to stablemate Karak 
in his debut at Belmont in May, the Irish-bred 
2-year-old is by the Ward-trained No Nay Never 
(who earned $677,999 while winning four of six 
including the Group 1 Prix Morny in France). 
The bay gelding wasted little time meeting the 
press Saturday, chewing on a notebook and 
otherwise soaking up attention. “He’s a No Nay 
Never, who I trained. That just means I’m get-
ting old.”

Chelsea Cloisters: Second in the Breeders’ 
Cup Juvenile Turf Sprint last year, daughter of 
First Samurai placed third in two starts this 
year for Hat Creek Racing. Saturday morning, 
she walked to the track like a pony – with Ward 
hanging on to her tail and bragging about her. 
“She’s such a sweetheart. Last summer, when-
ever kids came by the barn I’d put them on her 
for a ride. She’s got a lot of class.”

Crypto: Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners’ 
2-year-old Bodemeister colt finished sixth in his 
debut at Churchill Downs, but has since under-
gone a myectomy and been gelded. “He had a 
less-than-average debut, but it was soft turf and 
I think he’ll come around.”

Abyssinian: Hat Creek Racing’s 3-year-old 
daughter of Cairo Prince finished fifth in the 
Quick Call Stakes here on Opening Day and 
was, briefly, entered in today’s Coronation Cup. 
Ward tried to guess the weather and wound 
up running on yielding ground. “We probably 
should have scratched. I was on the fence and 
now we get firm turf and a clear day. You don’t 
really know if they like soft turf or not until you 
try them. Well, now we know. The only good 
thing about running on the soft turf and running 
that poorly is they come out sound. It’s easy on 
them.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

A.G. VANDERBILT   ALICIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   
BELMONT DERBY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ 

CUP FILLY AND MARE TURF    DELAWARE HANDICAP     DONN HANDICAP 
DUBAI WORLD CUP   FRIZETTE   FOREGO   FRANK KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY  
GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE  HASKELL INVITATIONAL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    

IROQUOIS HURDLE    JOE HIRSCH TURF CLASSIC   KENTUCKY DERBY     
KING’S BISHOP   LONESOME GLORY HURDLE    MAKER’S 46 MILE   MANHATTAN   

MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  METROPOLITAN MILE    NEARCTIC STAKES  
PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II    SHADWELL TURF MILE   SPINAWAY    

SPINSTER  SWORD DANCER  TEST    UNITED NATIONS   VANITY HANDICAP      WHIT-
NEY HANDICAP   WOOD MEMORIAL  A.G. VANDERBILT   ALICIBIADES    ARLINGTON 

MILLION    AWESOME AGAIN    BELMONT DERBY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF    
BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC    BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY AND MARE TURF    DELAWARE 
HANDICAP   DONN HANDICAP   DUBAI WORLD CUP   FLORIDA  DERBY    FRIZETTE   

FOREGO   FRANK KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY   GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE  
HASKELL INVITATIONAL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    IROQUOIS HURDLE    JOE 

HIRSCH TURF CLASSIC   KENTUCKY DERBY   KING’S BISHOP   LONESOME 
GLORY HURDLE     MAKER’S 46 MILE     MANHATTAN    MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  
METROPOLITAN MILE     NEARCTIC STAKES  PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II    

SHADWELL TURF MILE   SPINAWAY     SPINSTER  SWORD DANCER   TEST    
UNITED NATIONS   VANITY HANDICAP     WHITNEY HANDICAP  WOOD MEMORIAL   

A.G. VANDERBILT   ALICIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   
BELMONT DERBY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ 

CUP FILLY AND MARE TURF   DELAWARE HANDICAP  DONN HANDICAP   
DUBAI WORLD CUP  FLORIDA DERBY    FRIZETTE   FOREGO   FRANK 

KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY  GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE    HASKELL INVITATION-
AL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    IROQUOIS HURDLE   JOE HIRSCH TURF 

CLASSIC   KENTUCKY DERBY     KING’S BISHOP   LONESOME GLORY HURDLE     
MAKER’S 46 MILE    MANHATTAN    MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  METROPOLITAN 

MILE     NEARCTIC STAKES  PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II   SHADWELL TURF 
MILE   SPINAWAY    SPINSTER  SWORD DANCER   TEST    UNITED NATIONS    

VANITY HANDICAP     WHITNEY HANDICAP WOOD MEMORIAL   A.G. VANDER-
BILT   ALICIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   BELMONT  DER-
BY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY 

AND MARE TURF  DELAWARE HANDICAP     DONN HANDICAP   DUBAI WORLD CUP      
FLORIDA DERBY     FRIZETTE   FOREGO   FRANK KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY
GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE  HASKELL INVITATIONAL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    

Winn ing  w h e n  i t  mat te r s .

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses 
include 63 individual Grade 1 winners. 

Just some of the races they’ve won…

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

http://fairhilletc.com/
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BRODY'S CAUSE
G1 Winner at 2 & 3 by Giant's Causeway.

$240,000
FIRST YEARLING AT F-T JULY

Top 5 Freshman by Average

Filly o/o Malibu Cove

BY TOM LAW
The task that faced the two would-be upsetters 

of Chad Brown’s four-cornered entry in Saturday’s 
Diana Stakes looked difficult at best. 

One corner contained a champion and Breed-
ers’ Cup winner in Sistercharlie. Another featured 
a Breeders’ Cup winner in the once-beaten Rush-
ing Fall. Still another held Homerique, not quite 
the class of the two above but still unbeaten in two 
U.S. starts in graded stakes. Finally came Thais, a 
speedy stakes-placed mare entered to keep the pace 
honest in the $500,000 stakes. 

Did someone say tall order?

The presence of that quartet in the opening Grade 
1 stakes of the 2019 Saratoga Race Course meet-
ing proved too much as Brown swept the trifecta 
with Sistercharlie defending her title with a 1 3/4 
length victory over Rushing Fall with Homerique 
another neck back in third. Secret Message and 

Mitchell Road, the two in the field that did not go 
to Brown’s Horse Haven barn on the Oklahoma 
Training Track Saturday night, finished fourth and 
fifth with only the tired pacesetter behind them. 

Tod Marks
Sistercharlie (left) powers home in Saturday’s Diana, her second consecutive score in the Grade 1 turf stakes.

Doubles
Partner

Sistercharlie repeats 
in Gr. 1 turf stakes

DIANA STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 12 

http://www.spendthriftfarm.com/
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365 BROADWAY, SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY | WWW.THEADELPHIHOTEL.COM | (518) 678 - 6000

S A R ATO G A  S P R I N G S , N Y

INNOVATIVE DINING IN OUR THREE EXCEPTIONAL RESTAURANTS
THE IDEAL DESTINATION FOR TRACK SEASON

BY DAVID BURKE

THE

https://www.theadelphihotel.com/
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“We knew going into the race we had the top 
three choices, but then for all of them to run the 
way they did and finish 1-2-3 is remarkable,” said 
Brown, who won his fourth consecutive Diana and 
fifth overall. “It’s unfortunate any one of them had 
to lose. They all ran winning races, but that’s why 
we ran them. We wanted to settle it on the track.”

Sistercharlie settled it off an eight-month layoff. 
She defeated Rushing Fall, the beneficiary of two 
starts and perhaps a touch more tactical speed than 
her Eclipse Award-winning stablemate, under Hall 
of Famer John Velazquez. He’s the only rider to 
sit on her back in the afternoon since owner Peter 
Brant sent the now 5-year-old Irish-bred mare to 
the U.S. in the summer of 2017. 

Velazquez never let Rushing Fall get too far away 
over the Diana’s 9 furlongs on the inner turf and 
matched every move Javier Castellano made. Rush-
ing Fall led in midstretch before Sistercharlie and 
Velazquez ran past inside the sixteenth pole to win 
in 1:47.93. Sistercharlie won last year in 1:46.26 on 
firmer ground, one of four wins on the season that 
included the Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare Turf in 
November at Churchill Downs. 

Sistercharlie hadn’t raced since the Breeders’ 
Cup, missing the chance to prep for her Saratoga 
return or her defense of the Grade 1 Beverly D. af-

ter a winter illness forced her to miss some training. 
Brant, who also owns Homerique and Thais, 

wiped a few beads of sweat running down his face, 
stayed glued to the replay of the race after the post-
race presentations and marveled at his winning 
mare’s ability to come off a long layoff at the top 

level. He even drew on a comparison to a European 
star some consider the world’s best Thoroughbred 
in training. 

“We had no choice with Sistercharlie because 
there was no allowance race we could put her 
in, we had to start her in a stake,” he said. “We 
thought ‘OK, good training will cover that.’ They 
did it with Enable. John Gosden did a great job 
getting her there (and winning last week’s Group 1 
Coral-Eclipse after not running since the Breeders’ 
Cup). We had no other choice but to run her. 

“If she would have been on her schedule we 
probably just would have run Homerique in this 
race. But we had to start Sistercharlie, to get her 
ready for the fall. She’s always run well fresh and 
she’s run well not fresh. A lot of people in France 
said she just likes a firm track but here she showed 
(she can handle good ground)… she’s very special.”

Thais gets an assist – or hopefully a few extra 
pats once she returned to Barn 60 – for doing her 
part. Manny Franco sent her to the front from 
the start and they were joined by an eager Mitch-
ell Road past the stands the first time and to the 
quarter in :22.10. Mitchell Road settled around the 
turn while Thais opened 4 lengths past the half in 
:45.90. 

Thais still led by 3 through 6 furlongs in 1:11.51 
while Castellano, Velazquez and Irad Ortiz Jr., 
aboard Homerique, readied their mounts for the 
part of the race that mattered most. 

Diana –
 Continued from page 10

Continued On Page 13 

Dave Harmon
Sistercharlie and John Velazquez return after their fourth 
consecutive Grade 1 win.

http://www.brisnet.com/content/
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Tod Marks
Owner Peter Brant leads Sistercharlie into the winner’s circle after another Grade 1 win.

Castellano went first on Rush-
ing Fall, coming alongside Mitchell 
Road while being fanned out turning 
for home. Rushing Fall led inside the 
eighth pole and the mile in 1:36.01. 
Sistercharlie, pushed wider coming 
into the lane, collared her stablemate 
in the stretch and after they ran to-
gether for a few strides stuck her neck 
in front under Velazquez’s urging. 

“Javier’s horse was the one to beat 
in my eyes and once I was behind him 
and relaxed where I thought was in a 
good position, I bided my time a little 
bit,” Velazquez said. “By the three-
eighths pole, it was time to go, and I 
know she takes a bit to get going, so 

I’d rather go wide and get her going 
than to stay behind the other horses 
and not get there.”

Sistercharlie, who improved to 
8-for-12 and padded her bankroll to 
$2,850,603, extended her advantage 
as the wire loomed. Homerique made 
steady progress through the lane and 
just missed the runner-up spot.

Brown said return to Arlington 
Park would be likely for Sisterchar-
lie and thanks to the reconfigured 
Saratoga schedule she’ll get an extra 
week between the Diana and Arling-
ton Million. She completed the dou-
ble last year in three weeks. He said 
Rushing Fall and Homerique could 
join the champ there, too. Toss in 
Thais – who set the pace last year and 
hung on to finish a close third – and 
the opposition will again face a tough 
task. 

Diana –
 Continued from page 12
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LET US TAKE YOU TO THE RACES

BY SEAN CLANCY
Eddie Kenneally paused behind the 

second row of box seats and looked 
across the infield at the replay of the 
Sanford Stakes, Saturday’s co-feature 
at Saratoga Race Course. The Irish-
born, Kentucky-based trainer rolled 
his program tight in his hands and ex-
haled. A long, slow, take-it-all-in-let-
it-all-out breath of satisfaction.

“He’s the real deal.”
By Your Side dominated the Grade 

3 stakes, breaking sharp from the out-
side post, easing off the pace of Toma-
to Bill and sauntering to a facile score, 
widening with every stride to win by 
3 lengths over Delaware Park maid-
en winner Tomato Bill and California 
shipper Raging Whiskey. Owned by 
Brad Anderson’s Anderson Stable, 
By Your Side improved his record 
to 2-for-2, he broke his maiden by a 
nose June 14 at Churchill Downs. A 
$240,000 Keeneland September pur-
chase, the son of Constitution won 
because of talent, not timing. 

“He wants to go long,” Kenneal-
ly said. “He’s just a natural, he’s just 
a good horse. He’s doing stuff that 
maybe he’s not ready to do just yet 
only because he’s so talented.”

By Your Side broke like he was late 
for a Travers picnic table, opening up 
a length before he triggered the timer 
at the three-quarter pole. Irad Ortiz 
Jr. glanced left and made sure By Your 
Side’s natural gate speed wasn’t going 
to override his natural style, hovering 
and hoping, instead of gunning and 
going.

Kenneally loved it.
“What a great ride,” he said. “Irad 

could have been up there on the lead 
but he elected to allow him to settle 
right behind, outside, stalking, that 
was an ideal place to be.”

Like a lion on a ledge.
Tomato Bill, a front-running win-

ner at Delaware, took the baton and 

Tod Marks
By Your Side glides to victory in Saturday’s Sanford Stakes.

SANFORD STAKES RECAP

The Natural
By Your Side takes 2-year-old 
stakes for Anderson, Kenneally

Continued On Page 16 
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TRANSFORMED

Visit FairHillFoundation.org/turf
to learn more about the future of Fair Hill.

opened up a length through the first 
quarter-mile in :22.60 and a half in 
:46.19. Around the turn, Ortiz nudged 
By Your Side and aimed at Tomato 
Bill. Missing his lead at first asking, 
By Your Side swapped smoothly after 
five strides as Ortiz switched his whip 
to his left hand and powered past a 
game Tomato Bill who held off Rag-
ing Whiskey along the rail. By Your 
Side lengthened and lowered in the 
final sixteenth, hitting his best stride 
late in the 6-furlong dash, which 
doesn’t always happen in a 2-year-old 
stakes at Saratoga. 

By Your Side finished 6 furlongs in 
1:10.22. 

“He’s ratable, he’s very kind and 
just a smart horse,” Kenneally said. 
“Eddie Woods loved him all winter. 
Big time. He liked him from the be-
ginning, he didn’t do anything wrong 
from the point he got to his farm. As 
soon as he got to us at Keeneland, he 
moved right on, never had an issue.”

Kenneally brought eight horses to 
Saratoga this summer, down from a 

high of 20 in past seasons. By design. 
“We’re cutting back in New York 

so we’re trying to bring a more select 
group, the money is so good in Ken-
tucky right now, it makes sense for 
us to have the bulk of our horses in 
Kentucky at the moment,” Kenneal-
ly said. “We just came off a bang-up 
meet at Churchill Downs, we ran 
aggressively and we ran often so we 
don’t have a lot of horses ready to go 
right now, they’re recuperating after 
that good meet.”

Two hours and 45 minutes after 
winning the Sanford at Saratoga, Ken-
neally and Anderson turned a stakes 
double when Parlor won the Glasgow 
at Delaware Park. The 5-year-old 
picked up Anderson’s fourth win of 
the year from just his ninth start. 

“You’re laying in bed at night, 
thinking if we achieve the daily dou-
ble how much better could it get in 
one day,” Anderson said from the 
Saratoga Room after the Sanford. 

Anderson, owner of a glazing busi-
ness in Ohio, began his racing odyssey 
at Beulah Park 22 years ago. When he 
left, his friends from the track shook 
their heads. 

“Where do you think you’re go-
ing?”

Anderson never looked back
“I’m taking my shot, I’m going to 

Kentucky,” he said. 
Anderson hooked up with David 

Carroll, won some races, had some 
fun and then life choices got in the 
way.  

“Oh, man. I got out of the business 
to put my kids through college and 
I sold Bullsbay, he won the Grade 1 
Whitney,” Anderson said. 

With his three daughters through 
school, Anderson jumped back in 
the game, switching to Kenneally 
when Carroll shut his stable and be-
came Mark Casse’s assistant. Ander-
son Stables won one of nine starts in 
2017 and one of 10 starts last year. 

In September, Anderson veered from 
the business plan that Helen Alexan-
der had advised when he crossed the 
divide into Kentucky. 

“Buy the best bred mares you can, 
try to improve them, sell the colts, keep 
the fillies,” Anderson said. “I’ve been 
doing that and then this year I said, 
‘I’m going to spend a little more mon-
ey on a colt, I know I shouldn’t but 
I’m going to…’ I just can’t believe I’ve 
won. I’ve probably placed seven times 
in graded stakes, but never won one.”

Sanford –
 Continued from page 14

Tod Marks
By Your Side returns after the Sanford score.

How did By Your Side 
get his name?
“My daughter, Taylor, has a peanut allergy. 
She got sick and I took her to the hospital, 
just like I always do. When we were in the 
car, the song By Your Side comes on, she’s 
laying down in the seat and says, ‘Dad, 
that’s it. By Your Side.’ That’s the name. He 
wins first time out and I say to Taylor, ‘You 
did it again.’ Whenever she names a horse, 
they can run.”

– Owner Brad Anderson

https://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
http://fairhillfoundation.org/turf/
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RACING RETURNS
AUGUST 8 - SEPTEMBER 7  |  THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS AT 5PM 

$500,000 in Daily Purses  $1.8 MILLION in Stakes Purses
$250,000 G-3 Virginia Derby on Saturday, August 31

Owner/Trainer Participation Incentives

Penelope Miller had two jobs Saturday – her usu-
al for America’s Best Racing and representing her 
parents Lev and Linda Miller after their homebred 
Warm won the first race at Saratoga Race Course.

Warm’s win was multi-generational. Miller’s 
parents bred the Flatter filly, her dam, the Medallist 
mare Shawl and her granddam, the Pentelicus mare 
Pashmina.

“To be able to see generations of my parents’ 
homebreds at the racetrack, it’s a moving thing as 
a daughter,” said Miller, senior manager of digital 
media for ABR. “It’s lovely to be able to see these 
horses do well.” 

Warm won the claiming race going 7 furlongs on 
the main track by 2 1/4 lengths under Javier Cas-
tellano.

“It’s the Saratoga winner’s circle. I know it’s a 
$16,000 claiming race but it really is such an hon-
or,” said Miller, raising a phone with her parents’ 
Eton blue and brown silks on the case. “I can’t wait 
to tell my parents.”

Warm, off since finishing seventh in an allow-
ance race on the turf at Monmouth Park May 4, 
ran for a tag for the first time. She was claimed 
by Chad Summers, one of three claims along with 
She’s Not Bluffing for Gary Gullo and Incredible 
Miss for Mertkan Kantarmaci.

Miller wasn’t sure if her parents would run any 
other horses at the meet, but hoped they’d be back.

“We’ll see, we have some horses that my parents 
own a part of, but as for horses running in Eton 
blue and brown colors,” she said “I can’t say we’ll 
have too many others.” 

– Catherine Galbraith

• When Zyramid finished third, beaten 6 lengths, 
at 2-5 in his debut at Churchill Downs June 8, 
trainer Steve Asmussen was surprised. The Hall of 
Fame conditioner expected a strong effort from the 
City Zip colt. 

“I was fortunate enough to get to train him,” As-
mussen said. “He’s been nothing but class since he 
came in the barn. We were actually shocked that he 
got beat first time, but probably just overconfident 
and hadn’t done enough with him.”

With a start under his belt, Zyramid lived up to 
his trainer’s expectations with a 2 3/4-length victo-
ry in the fourth.

“That’s what we expected the first time and glad 
to see he put it together,” Asmussen said. “We just 
stayed the course. The (first) race is what he need-
ed. He’s done really well since.”

Zyramid worked four times after his debut, in-
cluding a 4-furlong move over the Oklahoma in 

:50.48 July 1 and a three-furlong drill in :37.49 a 
week later. 

– Brandon Valvo 

• The New York Racing Association named the 
fifth the George Santangelo Freedom Cup in hon-
or of the high-profile lawyer and longtime owner 
and breeder who spent the day at the races with his 
family Saturday. 

“We’re celebrating freedom,” Santangelo said as 
he pointed to a trophy cup presented in the winner’s 
circle. “I always say you need to have health and 
freedom, lose either one, you’re in trouble. You can 
lose anything else, you can lose your money, you 
can lose your wife, you can lose anything. You’ve 
got health and freedom, it don’t matter.”

Originator found freedom from traffic at the 

Tod Marks
Warm (left) pulls away to win the first for trainer Kent Sweezey.

Heat Wave
Millers, Sweezey 
team up, win opener

SATURDAY RACING RECAP

Continued On Page 19 

https://www.colonialdowns.com/
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top of the stretch under Chris Land-
eros and won the 5 1/2-furlong turf 
allowance by a neck for trainer Ian 
Wilkes. The 4-year-old daughter of 
Artie Schiller is owned by West Point 
Thoroughbreds, Denholtz Stables and 
Head of Plains Partners.

A visitor to Saratoga Race Course 
since 1962, Santangelo has attended 
the races every day of each meet for 
more than 20 years. He owns parts 
of horses in the U.S. and abroad with 
Team Valor International.

“I won the double in the first and 
second,” he said. “I’m an old-timer, 
that’s when I play the double.” 

– Ben Gowans

• Kirk Wycoff knows trainer Mike 
Maker tends to be optimistic. Some-
times too much so. When Field Pass 
won the sixth, a 2-year-old maiden 
special on the grass, the managing 
partner of Three Diamonds Farm was 
pleasantly surprised.

“I’m always surprised when Mike 
says one’s going to run well and it 

actually does because he’s so optimis-
tic,” Wycoff said. “My wife is always 
asking me, ‘how is this horse going to 
do today?’ I say, ‘well, Mike says he’s 
going to win.’ ”

Field Pass rode the rail in the 1 
1/16-mile race, stalking pacesetter Mr 
Everything to the top of the stretch. 

Jockey Luis Saez stuck to the inside 
turning for home and squeezed past 
Mr Everything to strike the lead. Field 
Pass held off a late rally from Deco-
rated Invader to score by three-quar-
ters in 1:45.74.

A $37,000 buy from the 2018 
Fasig Tipton Midlantic Eastern fall 

yearling sale, Field Pass is by Lemon 
Drop Kid out of the Runaway Groom 
mare Only Me. Wycoff liked the ped-
igree and the colt’s Maryland eligibil-
ity.

“We love Maryland-breds. Our fil-
ly I’m Betty G was a champion Mary-
land-bred mare, so we always like to 
have a few of those,” Wycoff said. 
“We love Lemon Drop Kid. He’s got 
a beautiful hind end, he’s got a beau-
tiful disposition. Mike’s been high on 
this horse since he got him April 1.”

After tough meets the last two 
years, going 1-for-42 in 2018 and 
1-for-40 in 2017, Wycoff was thrilled 
to get a victory early in the season. 

“Three years ago, we won six rac-
es here out of 28 starters,” Wycoff 
said. “The last two years have been 
a little slow; we won one race each 
year. We’re very happy to get this one 
done. We’ve got a barn full, we’re go-
ing to do the best we can this year. 
Winning at Saratoga is what we all 
want to do.”

After his victory Saturday, Field 
Pass could point to the With Antic-
ipation Stakes here or wait for Ken-
tucky Downs this fall. Wycoff also 

Saturday –
 Continued from page 18

Tod Marks
Peaceful (6) captures the eighth for trainer Jonathan Thomas.

Continued On Page 20 

http://www.newvocations.org/
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isn’t forgetting about the colt’s Mary-
land options.

“The trainer is from Kentucky, so 
we’ll have to have a wrestling match 
over (the With Anticipation) or Ken-
tucky Downs,” Wycoff said. “He’s a 
little bit of a light horse. He’s going 
to need some time. He’s probably the 
lightest horse in the field by weight. 
We’ll just give him the time and Mike 
will decide.” 

– Brandon Valvo

• Trainer Jonathan Thomas won 
his first of the meet when Peaceful 
scored in the eighth, a 5 1/2-furlong 
turf maiden for fillies and mares. Last 
year’s Travers Stakes-winning trainer 
was cautiously optimistic going into 
the race.

“She showed glimpses of real talent 
in the morning,” Thomas said. “The 
plan was to find a way up here. The 5 
1/2, we always worried was going to 
be a little bit short but we thought she 
was talented enough.”

The 3-year-old daughter of Decla-

ration Of War won in her second start 
after a second in her debut June 16 
at Monmouth Park. Javier Castellano 
rode the filly to a neck victory over 
favored First Wave, his second win 
of the day less than 24 hours after 
being dislodged in Friday’s nightcap. 
Castellano nursed soreness overnight 
but made it out Saturday morning to 
work horses.

Peaceful is owned by Randy Gul-
latt’s Twin Creeks Racing.

“Randy has a lot to do with this 
filly because he actually bought her 
privately in Ocala as a 2-year-old,” 
Thomas said. “She didn’t go through 
a sale, he just looked at her, watched 
her train and then bought her.” 

– Ben Gowans

• Owners dream of winning a 
race at Saratoga. A romantic vision 
embedded in the minds of fans at a 
young age and when the dream is fi-
nally realized, it can be momentous.

Stephen Dworkin of Bevo Racing 
never dreamt he would win in Sarato-
ga. He never even imagined he would 
own horses or be a part of racing. 
However, he found himself standing 
in the winner’s circle after his horse 
Ruler Of The Nile captured the 10th.

“I don’t believe that I’m actu-
ally standing here at Saratoga in a 
$92,000 allowance race celebrating 
with my good friends,” Dworkin 
said. “It’s the thrill of a lifetime. This 
is the first time I’ve had a race here at 
Saratoga. This is the first and hopeful-
ly not the last.”

A college professor for four de-
cades, Dworkin became interested in 
ownership after attending a seminar 
five years ago. Intrigued, he put to-
gether a group of three investors and 
formed Bevo Racing.

“It started out as a great act of 
curiosity,” Dworkin said. “I showed 
up at a conference for potential race-
horse owners five years ago. I’ve been 
very selective with great trainers. I’m 
self-taught in this industry, something 
I never dreamed I would be doing.”

Ruler Of The Nile is only Bevo 
Racing’s third horse since its launch 
in 2016. Along with One Sharp Cat 
and For Honor, Bevo’s horses have 
won four of 18 starts.

A $1 million 2-year-old at the 
2017 OBS March sale, Ruler Of The 
Nile won on debut as a 3-year-old at 
Tampa Bay Downs in March 2018. 
He was claimed four starts later for 
$16,000 out of a victory at Saratoga 
and was claimed again next out for 
$40,000 at Keeneland. Ruler Of The 
Nile reemerged for an $8,000 tag at 
Churchill Downs May 27. Although 
Dworkin was concerned about the 
drop and the layoff, he bit.

“I picked this horse out. I know 
how to study and do research,” he 
said. “I knew of the horse’s potential 
and ability when they paid $1 million 
for the horse as a 2-year-old. I stud-
ied his performance, I knew that he 

had the natural speed. He’s got a per-
fect conformation. He’s a humungous 
horse, beautiful animal. I’ve always 
been concerned, but I didn’t allow 
that to deter and detract me from 
making this decision that, so far, has 
worked out pretty well.”

Dworkin claimed Ruler Of The 
Nile with trainer Michael Lauer. 
The 4-year-old colt won the day 
of the claim and doubled up with a 
front-running score for a $16,000 tag 
June 14. Lauer and Dworkin decided 
to bring the Pioneerof The Nile son 
to Saratoga and entered a 7-furlong 
allowance.

“He’s just gotten better every week 
we’ve had him,” Lauer said. “He had 
the pedigree, he had the back-class, 
and we took a chance. We knew it 
would be feast or famine. It’s been a 
pretty good feast.” 

– Brandon Valvo

Saturday –
 Continued from page 19

Dave Harmon
Ruler Of The Nile streaks home in the 10th for trainer Mike Lauer.

Celebrate Quick Call’s 35th Birthday and help us gather 1,000 Gifts of $35 in 
his honor during the 2019 Saratoga racing meet! Learn about his amazing racing 
and retirement careers, and make your $35 Gift today: TRFinc.org/QuickCall.

1,000 WISHES FOR QUICK CALL
SARATOGA’S “HORSE FOR THE COURSE”

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS .......................... 1ST
Linda Rice .......................................3
Chad Brown ....................................2
Danny Gargan .................................2
Gary Gullo .......................................2
Mike Maker .....................................2

JOCKEYS ........................... 1ST
Junior Alvarado ...............................4
Javier Castellano .............................4
Jose Lezcano ..................................4
Joel Rosario ....................................3
Luis Saez .........................................3
Kendrick Carmouche .......................2
Manny Franco .................................2
Irad Ortiz Jr.  ...................................2
Jose Ortiz ........................................2
Through Saturday

https://www.trfinc.org/
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Saturday July 13.
FIRST $35,000, CLAIMING $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
9 Warm J. Castellano $5.80 $3.00 $2.30
10 She’s Not Bluffing I. Ortiz, Jr.  $2.70 $2.20
3 Peggy Sue D. Davis   $2.80
Dk B/ Br Filly 2016, by Flatter - Shawl by Medallist
Owner: Miller, Leverett S. and Miller, Linda. Trainer: J. Sweezey. 
Breeder: Leverett S. & Linda B. Miller (KY).
Late Scratches: Magical Justice, Win the Shake, Ramblin’ Ma’am
Claimed: Warm claimed by Summers, Chad for $16,000, She’s Not 
Bluffing claimed by Mic Duff Stables LLC for $16,000, Incredible Miss 
claimed by America’s Pastime Stables for $16,000         Time: 1:23.27
Exacta (9-10), $5.70; Superfecta (9-10-3-8), $7.12; Trifecta (9-10-3), 
$7.50

SECOND $48,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN CLM $40,000, 3 UP, 5 1/2F
5 Linda’s Ballet J. Lezcano $9.20 $4.20 $3.50
3 Mike’s Girl K. Carmouche  $3.80 $3.10
1 Winifred J M. Franco   $5.20
Dk B/ Br Filly 2016, by Maclean’s Music - Heartless by Heatseeker (IRE)
Owner: Stud El Aguila. Trainer: Linda Rice. Breeder: Sequel Stallions 
New York, LLC (NY).Late Scratches: Zip It Jess
Claimed: Linda’s Ballet claimed by Repole Stable for $40,000, Winifred 
J claimed by Nantucket Thoroughbred Partners for $40,000 Time: 1:03.67
Daily Double (9-5), $12.90; Exacta (5-3), $15.80; Quinella (3-5), 
$7.10; Superfecta (5-3-1-6), $194.85; Trifecta (5-3-1), $51.12; Con-
solation Double (9-4), $2.80

THIRD $150,000, STAKES - SANFORD S., 2 YO, 6F
5 By Your Side I. Ortiz, Jr. $4.80 $3.20 $2.30
4 Tomato Bill K. Carmouche  $4.70 $3.00
2 Raging Whiskey J. Castellano   $2.40
B Colt 2017, by Constitution - Revered by Dixie Union
Owner: Anderson Stables, LLC. Trainer: Eddie Kenneally. 
Breeder: Columbiana Farm LLC (KY). Time: 1:10.22. Daily Double (5-
5), $13.70; Exacta (5-4), $10.80; Superfecta (5-4-2-3), $4.97; Trifecta 
(5-4-2), $16.87; Pic 3 (9-5-5), $37.00;  (9-4-5), $8.20

FOURTH $90,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
6 Zyramid M. Franco $4.90 $3.50 $2.70
4 Kickin’ Kirby T. Gaffalione  $9.90 $6.30
8 Peddlers Pride J. Alvarado   $5.60
Gr/ro Colt 2017, by City Zip - Ravi’s Song by Unbridled’s Song
Owner: Zayat Stables, LLC. Trainer: Steven Asmussen. 
Breeder: Nagako Fujita (KY). Time: 1:03.78
Daily Double (5-6), $7.00; Exacta (6-4), $43.00; Quinella (4-6), 
$28.00; Superfecta (6-4-8-1), $89.50; Trifecta (6-4-8), $167.00; Pic 
3 (5-5-6), $32.50

FIFTH $92,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
1 Originator C. Landeros $5.80 $3.30 $2.50
8 Catch a Thrill D. Davis  $5.10 $3.40
7 Turf War J. Castellano   $3.50
Dk B/ Br Filly 2015, by Artie Schiller - Costume Designer by Capote
Owner: Denholtz Stables, West Point Thoroughbreds and Head of 
Plains Partners LLC. Trainer: Ian Wilkes. Breeder: George Krikorian (KY).
Late Scratches: Sinwaan, Stonesintheroad, Our Circle of Love. Time: 1:02.80
Daily Double (6-1), $9.80; Exacta (1-8), $15.20; Superfecta (1-8-7-5), 
$34.75; Trifecta (1-8-7), $35.62; Pic 3 (5-6-1), $24.30; Pic 4 (5-5-6-
1/4/6/9), $60.50; Pic 5 (9-5-5-6-1/4/6/9), $198.00

SIXTH $90,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 1 1/16M
3 Field Pass L. Saez $7.90 $4.10 $2.70
2 Decorated Invader I. Ortiz, Jr.  $5.30 $3.70
8 Mr Jaggers J. Alvarado   $3.30
Gr/ro Colt 2017, by Lemon Drop Kid - Only Me by Runaway Groom
Owner: Three Diamonds Farm. Trainer: Michael Maker. 

Breeder: Mark Brown Grier (MD). Late Scratches: Ox Bridge, Ghost of 
the Mambo. Time: 1:45.74
Daily Double (1-3), $15.00; Exacta (3-2), $19.10; Superfecta (3-2-8-
5), $35.90; Trifecta (3-2-8), $35.12; Pic 3 (6-1-3), $30.50

SEVENTH $80,000, NY-BRED ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
2 Special Story J. Lezcano $23.60 $9.10 $5.00
7 Lutsky I. Ortiz, Jr.  $5.60 $3.40
8 Red Zinger J. Alvarado   $2.70
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2012, by Tale of the Cat - Celestial Sweep by Eddington
Owner: Ivery Sisters Racing. Trainer: Stacy Torelli. 
Breeder: William Parsons Jr. & David Howe (NY). Time: 1:09.85
Daily Double (3-2), $57.00; Exacta (2-7), $59.50; Superfecta (2-7-8-
4), $148.45; Superfecta (2-7-8-9), $45.95; Trifecta (2-7-8), $108.00; 
Pic 3 (1-3-2), $116.50

EIGHTH $90,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
6 Peaceful J. Castellano $7.40 $3.40 $2.50
7 First Wave T. Gaffalione  $3.20 $2.50
2 Tan and Tight I. Ortiz, Jr.   $2.70
Ch Filly 2016, by Declaration of War - Stellabymoonlight by Malibu Moon
Owner: Twin Creeks Racing Stables, LLC. Trainer: Jonathan Thomas. 
Breeder: Carolyn R. Vogel (KY). Time: 1:02.88
Daily Double (2-6), $58.50; Exacta (6-7), $10.00; Superfecta (6-7-2-
4), $19.12; Trifecta (6-7-2), $15.75; Pic 3 (3-2-6), $191.25

NINTH $500,000, STAKES - DIANA S., 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
4 Sistercharlie (IRE) J. Velazquez $5.80 $3.20 $2.20
2 Rushing Fall J. Castellano  $2.80 $2.20
6 Homerique I. Ortiz, Jr.   $2.30
B Mare 2014, by Myboycharlie (IRE) - Starlet’s Sister (IRE) by Galileo (IRE)
Owner: Brant, Peter, M.. Trainer: Chad Brown. 
Breeder: Ecurie Des Monceaux (IRE). Time: 1:47.93
Daily Double (6-4), $12.10; Exacta (4-2), $6.20; Superfecta (4-2-6-5), 
$3.67; Trifecta (4-2-6), $5.65; Pic 3 (2-6-4), $161.25

TENTH $92,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
7 Ruler of the Nile M. Franco $27.20 $12.20 $5.50
3 El Asesino I. Ortiz, Jr.  $14.40 $5.80
5 Payne J. Castellano   $2.20
B Colt 2015, by Pioneerof the Nile - Heavenly Vision by Forestry
Owner: Bevo Racing. Trainer: Michael Lauer. 
Breeder: Christiana Stables, LLC (KY). Time: 1:21.92
Daily Double (4-7), $77.00; Exacta (7-3), $123.25; Superfecta (7-3-5-
2), $227.00; Trifecta (7-3-5), $207.50; Pic 3 (6-4-7), $322.00; Grand 
slam (2/7/8-2/6/7-2/4/6-7), $34.00

ELEVENTH $52,000, CLAIMING $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M
8 Patriot Drive K. Carmouche $12.60 $6.90 $4.60
4 Derby Champagne C. Landeros  $12.40 $6.80
12 Catch a Cab I. Ortiz, Jr.   $4.50
Ch Gelding 2014, by Majestic Warrior - Just Fabulous by Include
Owner: Midwest Thoroughbreds, Inc.. Trainer: Danny Gargan. 
Breeder: Cottonwood Stables LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Shareholder Value, Halloween Horror, Conqueror, Prognostication
Claimed: Patriot Drive claimed by Rodriguez, Rudy R. for $25,000, 
Battle of Blenheim claimed by Paradise Farms Corp. for $25,000, Shal-
ako claimed by Brian and Kerry Novak, Inc. for $25,000. Time: 1:36.27
Daily Double (7-8), $112.75; Exacta (8-4), $73.25; Superfecta (8-4-
12-9), $286.00; Trifecta (8-4-12), $299.00; Consolation Double (7-
7), $16.40; Pic 3 (4-7-8), $409.00;  (4-7-7), $59.00; Pic 4 (6-4-7-8), 
$1,290.25; Pic 5 ((X-COUNTRY P5) 2/3/6/11-7-4-7-), $1,155.00; Pic 5 
(2-6-4-7-8), $8,921.50; Pic 6 (3-2-6-4-7-8), $1,314.00

Attendance: 27,120. All Sources Handle: $23,808,942.08                      
On Track Handle: 4,289,460
Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

SARATOGA RESULTS

For more than 40 years, 
Engel Law Offices 

has represented horsemen 
with their legal issues, 

and continues to do so.

Licensing
Partnership Formation

Gaming Comm. Hearings
Other Legal Matters 

“Lengths ahead of the field”

518-430-0005
855-677-5155

www.engelatty.com

– Early email notice of new editions    
– A Saratoga Special hat and sticker
– Invitations to special events we haven’t 
    scheduled yet. 
– Other benefits we’re still dreaming up...
The cost is $35 per year, and the program is totally 
optional. The Special is free to read, in print within 
the 12866 or online at thisishorseracing.com. We 
hope you’ll sign up, but you don’t have to. Thanks for 
being there, and welcome aboard. Sign up today at:

Join Now And You’ll Receive:

thisishorseracing.com/readersclub

http://www.engelatty.com/
https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader
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CROWN REALTY

LouiseMRealtor@gmail.com

LOUISE P MULLER BROKER ASSOCIATE

The summer place to be? Saratoga.
The winter place to be? Florida.
Call to find your place in the sun.

(772) 913-1596      LouiseMuller.com.

http://louisemuller.com/
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1, 2, 3, 4…
EONS wins the Grade 3 Kent Stakes, his fourth race in a row.
Purchased as a yearling by Clancy Bloodstock

RIVERDEE STABLE & CLANCY BLOODSTOCK
Sean Clancy  |   302-545-7713   |   www.riverdeestable.com   |  sean@thisishorseracing.com  

© HOOFPRINTS, INC.

BY TOM LAW
Richard Klein and Brad Cox want-

ed to run Break Even on the grass 
when the filly started her career at the 
dawn of the New Year in New Orle-
ans. 

They entered the daughter of Coun-
try Day, a stallion Klein owns and 
stands in Louisiana, in a 5 1/2-furlong 
turf maiden at Fair Grounds Jan. 1. 
Rain forced the race onto the main 
track and she won by 5 lengths, set-
ting up another start on dirt that also 
turned into an open-length victory 27 
days later. Stakes competition beck-
oned and Break Even kept winning, 
taking the Purple Martin at Oaklawn 
Park, Grade 2 Eight Belles at Chur-
chill Downs and Jersey Girl at Bel-

mont Park.
Unbeaten in five starts, including 

the win at 7 furlongs in the Eight 
Belles, Break Even appeared destined 
for the Grade 1 Test at Saratoga Aug. 
3. She’ll instead finally make a turf ap-
pearance, taking on what could be as 
few as five opponents in the $100,000 
Coronation Cup Stakes going 5 1/2 
furlongs on the Mellon course. 

“We’re running, it wasn’t any-
thing that was on our radar,” Klein 
said Saturday while taking in a day at 
the races with friends. “Getting with 
Brad, we talked about the Test. She Tod Marks

Break Even puts her five-race winning streak on the line in Sunday’s feature.

CORONATION CUP PREVIEW

Seeing Green
Unbeaten Break Even tries turf 
for Klein, Cox in Sunday stakes

Continued On Page 25 

http://ihdvstallions.com/weekend-hideaway.html
http://riverdeestable.com/cms/
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proven to be a

0Classic

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414

 www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709

Carol Holden  |  President
Theresa Bitner  |  Exec. Sec.

Sam Huff  |  Chairman Emeritus

S A T U R D A Y
OCT. 12, 2019

POST TIME 7:00 PM

WVBC XXXII WInnEr
runnIn’TOLuVya

Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic
and the Breeders Classics Races

belongs. Our biggest concern was probably the sev-
en-eighths over this track, it can be a deep track. 
She didn’t struggle last time, but Belmont people 
questioned why she only won by three-quarters of 
a length. She stumbled real bad out of the gate, had 
never been on that track and it was kind of windy 
and deep. They change it from the day before and 
the Belmont Stakes.”

The Test figures to be loaded with speed, name-
ly in the form of Break Even’s stablemate and re-
cord-setting Miss Preakness winner Covfefe, and 
that weighed in the decision to try the Coronation 
Cup.

And the lingering desire to try her on the turf, 
of course. 

“We knew the Test was going to be a lot of speed 
in there, and she’s speed,” Klein said. “I want to 
do what’s best for the horse. We were trying to get 
her on the turf. This is one of the first opportunities 
trying to sprint her on the turf. We own the stallion, 
Country Day, who loved the turf and produced a 
lot of turf winners. Plus, if we wanted to go back 
in the Prioress on the dirt this is good spacing. It’s 
cutting back to 6 late in the meet. We have a lot of 
options with her.”

Klein started in racing with his late mother 
Elaine in 1987 and joined with his father Bert, too, 

in 1998 to form a powerful ownership trio that en-
joyed success almost exclusively with homebreds. 

The likes of Hurricane Bertie and Round Robin, 
who started the partnership with stakes victories 
July 3 that year at Belmont, carried the family’s dis-
tinctive lime green and black colors. The long list 
of successful runners also includes Outofthebox, 
Swept Away, Allamerican Bertie, Hidden Assets, 
Good Deed, Believe In Bertie and Cash Control.

Klein said Outofthebox, who won the Grade 1 
Super Derby at Louisiana Downs 12 days after the 
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, holds a slight 
edge as the best of the Klein runners. 

Break Even isn’t far behind, and she only figures 
to cut into the gap if she keeps winning. 

“She’s a double homebred. Everyone liked her 
when she was a baby and when Brad’s assistant 
Tessa (Bisha) had her when she was a 2-year-old,” 
Klein said. “She was probably more forward than 
some of my other horses. But you don’t know un-
til they race. We had to back off on her because 
of some shins. That’s why she was so late to start 
and I’m in no hurry to run 2-year-olds. When it got 
closer to racing down at Fair Grounds, everything 
that Brad was putting up against her, boys or girls, 
couldn’t beat her.”

Break Even started with Cox’s division at Ellis 
Park last summer before a short stay at Keeneland 
and eventually to Fair Grounds. She breezed seven 
times in New Orleans before her debut and around 
that time Cox gave it straight to his owner. 

“You’ve got a nice horse here,” he said. 

Bettors recognized it, too, and she went off as 
the 8-5 favorite for that rained-off debut. She’s been 
favored in every other start but one – the Purple 
Martin, when Bye Bye J went off as the 7-5 choice 
compared to Break Even’s 8-5 price. 

Break Even will be favored again today, especial-
ly if two-time stakes winner A Bit Of Both stays at 
Monmouth as expected, following the scratches of 
I’llhandalthecash and Abyssinian.

“The unknown is will she take to the grass?” 
Klein said. “She couldn’t be training any better. She 
looks great. Brad’s assistant up here, in the two days 
she’s been up here, he said he couldn’t be happier.”

A Bit Of Both won the injury-marred Honey Bee 
at Monmouth last time despite ducking out in the 
stretch for trainer Jason Servis, who cross-entered 
the Florida-bred daughter of Paynter in today’s 
$75,000 Blue Sparkler. If she comes out, that leaves 
My Galina, third in the Grade 3 Soaring Softly at 
Belmont in May, and two-time winner Lyrical Lady 
as probable second choices. 

Eyeinthesky ran in the Honey Bee last time and 
was affected in the stretch avoiding an injured rival. 
She won the 6-furlong Mizdirection Stakes three 
starts back on the grass at Aqueduct and won a 
5-furlong optional on the grass at Gulfstream Park 
Jan. 11. 

Bohemian Bourbon, winner of an off-the-turf 
optional last time at Churchill Downs, and Mid-
night Fantasy, winner of a small stakes at Mahon-
ing Valley three back, complete the field. 

Coronation –
 Continued from page 24

http://wvbc.com/wordpress/
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Sunday, July 14.
1ST (1:00PM). $90,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... MTO ......Cat’s Pajamas ................. . Rider TBA ...................... W. Mott ........................ 9-2
2  ..... MTO ......Imincomunicado ............ . Rider TBA ...................... D. Ryan ........................ 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Lucky Jingle ................... R. Maragh ........................ H. Motion ..................... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Pearlescent .................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Days of Spring ............... M. Franco ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 5-1
6  ..... 6 ............Foreign Exchange ........... J. Rosario ........................ D. Lukas ..................... 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Miss Marissa .................. L. Saez ............................. J. Ryerson .................... 4-1
8  ..... 8 ............Sign of the Times ........... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ W. Ward ....................... 6-1
9  ..... 9 ............Sweet Melania ................ J. Ortiz ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 2-1
10..... 10 ..........Morning Gold ................. J. Leparoux ...................... K. McPeek .................... 8-1

2ND (1:36PM). $45,000, CLM $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Mandatory Payout .......... L. Saez ............................. R. Atras ........................ 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............Bustin to Be Loved ......... C. Landeros ..................... G. Contessa ................ 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Keeping the Peace .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ....................... 5-2
4  ..... 4 ............Straphanger ................... B. Hernandez ................... E. Barker .................... 30-1
5  ..... 5 ............Belleville Spring ............. T. Gaffalione ..................... G. Weaver................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Hot Mesa ........................ D. Davis ........................... E. Barker ...................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Passcode ....................... J. Lezcano ....................... L. Gaudet ...................... 3-1
8  ..... 8 ............Elios Milos ..................... M. Franco ........................ J. Abreu ........................ 9-2
9  ..... 9 ............Talent Scout ................... E. Cancel .......................... E. Pringle .................... 15-1

3RD (2:12PM). $78,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Unlikely .......................... M. Franco ........................ J. Pregman, Jr. ........... 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Wild Boar ....................... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Kimmel ..................... 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Wild William ................... L. Saez ............................. H. Bond ........................ 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Crack Shot ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart .................. 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............Call Me Harry ................. T. Gaffalione ..................... K. Danner ................... 12-1
6  ..... MTO ......Bulwark .......................... . Rider TBA ...................... R. Schosberg ............... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Bears Mafia .................... D. Davis ........................... B. Levine ...................... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Risp ............................... J. Rosario ........................ T. Bush ......................... 4-1
9  ..... 9 ............Adios Amigos ................. J. Leparoux ...................... B. Lynch ....................... 7-2
10..... MTO ......Bassman Dave ............... E. Cancel .......................... G. Sciacca .................... 5-2

4th (2:48PM). $78,000, MSW, 2 yo, 5 1/2F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Titan’s Will ..................... L. Saez ............................. J. Englehart .................. 4-1
2  ..... 2 ............Blame the Cake .............. J. Leparoux ...................... I. Wilkes ....................... 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Macho Boy ..................... J. Rosario ........................ G. Contessa .................. 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Bank On Shea ................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ....................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Our Destiny .................... J. Martinez ....................... J. Parker ..................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Kobe ............................... C. Landeros ..................... G. Contessa ................ 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............South Africa ................... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Nevin ....................... 5-1
8  ..... 8 ............No Salt ........................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 3-1

5TH (3:28PM). $65,000, CLM $40,000, 3 YO, F , 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Sundrenched .................. J. Alvarado ...................... J. Sweezey ................. 12-1
2  ..... MTO ......Sharpin .......................... J. Rosario ........................ R. Handal ..................... 7-5
3  ..... 3 ............Retro Street .................... K. Carmouche .................. D. Ryan ........................ 8-1
4  ..... MTO ......Tappanzee ...................... D. Davis ........................... D. Schettino ................. 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Tempers Way ................. L. Saez ............................. J. Englehart ................ 15-1
6  ..... MTO ......Slimey ............................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. D. Cannizzo .................. 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Zandora .......................... D. Davis ........................... B. Cox ........................ 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Positive Skew ................. J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 6-5
9  ..... MTO ......Destiny Over Fate ........... L. Saez ............................. A. Quartarolo ................ 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Free to Fly ...................... T. Gaffalione ..................... M. Vitali ........................ 9-2
11..... 11 ..........Decorated Ace ................ J. Lezcano ....................... M. Dini ....................... 10-1
12..... 12 ..........Zabava ........................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Maker ...................... 7-2

6TH (4:03PM). $80,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/8M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 5 ............Barrel of Destiny ............ J. Leparoux ...................... J. Hertler ...................... 4-1

1a  .... 12 ..........Lady Love ...................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Baker ........................ 4-1
2  ..... 1 ............Cheatham Hill ................. J. Lezcano ....................... J. Servis ..................... 12-1
3  ..... 2 ............Singular Sensation ......... L. Saez ............................. M. Hennig .................... 8-1
4  ..... 3 ............Fetching ......................... M. Franco ........................ M. Casse ...................... 3-1
5  ..... 4 ............Flush .............................. R. Maragh ........................ K. McLaughlin .............. 7-2
6  ..... 6 ............Miss Jen ........................ D. Davis ........................... J. Ryerson .................. 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Grand Banks .................. J. Alvarado ...................... H. Bond ...................... 10-1
8  ..... 8 ............Y’allcomenow ................. C. Landeros ..................... B. Brown .................... 30-1
9  ..... 9 ............Danielle’s Pride .............. J. Velazquez ..................... D. Donk ...................... 12-1
10..... 10 ..........Dooder ........................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ K. McLaughlin ............ 12-1
11..... 11 ..........Hit a Provisional ............. J. Ortiz ............................. J. Abreu ...................... 10-1
12..... MTO ......Carlisle Belle .................. B. Hernandez ................... G. Sciacca .................... 5-1
13..... MTO ......Paved With Gold ............ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 4-1

7TH (4:39PM). $83,000, AOC $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Sudden Surprise ............ J. Velazquez ..................... R. Rodriguez ................ 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Zonic .............................. E. Cancel .......................... T. Albertrani .................. 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Smokin Platinum ............ J. Rosario ........................ C. Baker ...................... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Cerretalto ....................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. H. Bond ........................ 3-1
5  ..... 5 ............T Loves a Fight ............... J. Alvarado ...................... O. Noda ........................ 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............O Shea Can U See .......... J. Lezcano ....................... L. Rice .......................... 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Shamrock Kid ................ L. Saez ............................. R. Schosberg ............. 10-1
8  ..... 8 ............Binkster .......................... D. Davis ........................... R. Handal ..................... 9-2

8TH (5:15PM). $92,000, AOC $80,000, 3 YO, F , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... MTO ......Nonsensical ................... J. Castellano .................... T. Albertrani ................ 15-1
1a  .... 9 ............Fancy That ...................... R. Maragh ........................ K. McLaughlin ............ 15-1
2  ..... 1 ............Comic Kitten .................. J. Lezcano ....................... M. Maker .................... 15-1
3  ..... 2 ............Quiet Dignity .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 8-1
4  ..... 3 ............Belle Laura ..................... T. Gaffalione ..................... N. Casse ....................... 8-1
5  ..... 4 ............Ebullient ......................... J. Velazquez ..................... M. Matz ...................... 10-1
6  ..... 5 ............Xanthique ....................... J. Alvarado ...................... T. Morley ...................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Dance Till Dawn ............. L. Saez ............................. P. Serpe ...................... 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Catch a Bid ..................... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 5-2
9  ..... 10 ..........Stellar Agent .................. M. Franco ........................ J. Abreu ........................ 6-1
10..... MTO ......Cap de Creus .................. J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 5-2
11..... 12 ..........Varenka .......................... J. Ortiz ............................. H. Motion ..................... 3-1

9TH (5:51PM). $100,000, STK - THE CORONATION CUP, 3 YO, F , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............I’llhandalthecash ............ D. Davis ........................... R. Handal ................... 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Lyrical Lady .................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Bohemian Bourbon ........ J. Leparoux ...................... I. Wilkes ..................... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Break Even ..................... S. Bridgmohan ................ B. Cox .......................... 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............A Bit of Both ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ....................... 5-2
6  ..... 6 ............Eyeinthesky .................... J. Rosario ........................ M. Casse .................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Midnight Fantasy ............ L. Saez ............................. J. Sharp ...................... 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............My Galina ....................... J. Castellano .................... J. Abreu ........................ 6-1
9  ..... 9 ............Abyssinian ..................... J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 8-1

10TH (6:25PM). $40,000, MCL $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Dark Storm .................... E. Cancel .......................... G. Weaver................... 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Dr. Devera’s Way ............ J. Alvarado ...................... M. Kantarmaci ............ 20-1
3  ..... 3 ............Exchequer ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Gargan ..................... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Pickle Rick ..................... K. Carmouche .................. D. Gargan ..................... 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Ninja Dust ...................... R. Maragh ........................ C. Martin .................... 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............Wicked Trick................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. M. Nevin ....................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Storm Rider ................... D. Davis ........................... N. Zito ........................ 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Mine the Coin ................. M. Franco ........................ G. Weaver..................... 5-2
9  ..... 9 ............Go Get That .................... C. Landeros ..................... S. Hough .................... 15-1
10..... 10 ..........Moonbounce .................. J. Ortiz ............................. P. Reynolds ................ 15-1
11..... 11 ..........Star of the West ............. L. Saez ............................. J. Sharp ........................ 8-1
12..... 12 ..........Zorbed ........................... T. Gaffalione ..................... R. Rodriguez ................ 6-1

Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Guest Handicapper
  Today’s guest handicapper is Caton Bredar, who has worked in racing media as a host, an-
alyst and handicapper for more than 26 years. She’s a past or present contributor to Betfair 
TVG, ESPN, Horse Racing Radio Network, WAVE 3 TV in Louisville, Xpressbet.com and Sirius 
Satellite Radio. Saturday, Ed DeRosa picked three winners. 

* Guest win total does not include Wednesdays, when only the regular handicappers’ 
guest picks appear online at thisishorseracing.com. 
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Flaxman Holdings’ turf maiden 
winner Torres Del Paine, trained by 
Graham Motion, will shift to the 
main track for Wednesday’s inaugural 
$100,000 Rick Violette, a 6-furlong 
sprint for New York-bred juveniles at 
Saratoga Race Course.

Previously known as the Rockville 
Centre, the race was renamed in honor 
of the late Richard A. Violette Jr., the 
longtime NYRA horseman and former 
president of the New York Thorough-
bred Horsemen’s Association.

“Rick and I were friends, and I 
think it’s great that they’ve named a 
race in his honor. It would make it 
even more special to win it the first 
year they run it,” said Motion. “Rick 
was a unique guy, a special guy and 
a real New York guy. It makes sense 
to have a race for New York-breds 
named for Rick.”

Violette enjoyed great success at 
Saratoga, including last summer when 
the recently retired Diversify captured 
an emotional renewal of the Grade 1 
Whitney. 

A lifelong supporter of all as-
pects of the industry, Violette was a 
founding member of the Board of the 
Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance and 
co-created the Take The Lead Thor-
oughbred Retirement Program. He 
also co-founded Take2 Second Career 
Thoroughbred Program with a focus 
on providing an avenue for the re-

training of retired racehorses.
“Rick was very committed to 

working for horsemen and for the 
backstretch employees,” Motion said. 
“I think we owe him a lot. He did a 
lot for us all.”

Torres Del Paine, a chestnut son of 
Karakontie, is out of the Curlin mare 
Miss Frost, who won the Tenski and 
Riskaverse on the Saratoga turf in 
2014.

Motion said the pedigree was in-
strumental in his decision to try Torres 
Del Paine on turf for his 1 ¾-length 
debut score on June 28 at Laurel.

“I had hoped he would run well 
first time out. He actually worked fine 
on dirt but the pedigree leaned more 
towards grass being by Karakontie, 
so it made sense to start on grass,” 
said Motion. “As he has worked okay 
on the dirt, even though it’s coming 
back a little quick, it made sense to 
take a shot in this race because there 
aren’t many opportunities right now 
for 2-year-olds that have already bro-
ken their maiden.”

Torres Del Paine rallied from fifth 
under Wes Hamilton with a wide 
move to secure the win. Hamilton 
will retain the mount from post 5 on 
Wednesday.

Bred in New York by Gainesway 

Thoroughbreds, he was purchased 
for $100,000 at the March OBS Sale 
by Flaxman Holdings, the racing and 
breeding operation of the Niarchos 
family, who also campaigned Kara-
kontie.

“We bought him at the OBS Sale 
and the fact that he was a very at-
tractive colt and by Karakontie was 
appealing to Niarchos and Flaxman 
Holdings as it’s their stallion,” said 
Motion. “That he was by Karakon-
tie was the main selling point and the 
fact that he’s a New York-bred was 
just a bonus. He just did everything 
right since he came from the sale and 
we just carried on with him.”

A talented field of five includes 
recent maiden winners Mission Wra-
pitup, Listentoyourheart and Sky of 
Hook.

Our Sugar Bear Stable’s Mission 
Wrapitup, trained by Bruce Brown, 
earned a 66 Beyer Speed Figure for 
his rallying 8 ¼-length debut romp 
on May 31 in a five-furlong maiden 
sprint at Belmont.

“I really thought he might show 
speed and then get a little tired, but 
he ended up doing the opposite,” said 
Brown. “He always acted like he had 
some ability and some class, but I just 
wasn’t sure if he was totally tight for 
the race.”

Mission Wrapitup breezed 4 fur-
longs in :47.34 on the Saratoga main 
on July 9.

“He shipped up here early to get 
him used to everything and he had a 
really good breeze on the main track, 

Herringswell Stables
Torrres Del Paine gallops on the dirt at Fair Hill Training Center.

RICK VIOLETTE STAKES PREVIEW

Rick’s Race
Wednesday feature honors 
Violette, attracts field of five

Continued On Page 29 
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through the Digital Tattoo will begin January 
1, 2020 for first-time starters as lip tattoos will 
be discontinued. The Digital Tattoo consists of 
digital photographs of the horse at racing age 
matched to verification through the horse’s 
papers. The “Horse ID” pictures are accessible 
through a scan of the microchip. Every horse 
making its first start in 2020, regardless of age, 
is required to be microchipped in order to re-
ceive its Digital Tattoo. 

TRPB 
Digital 
Tattoo

www.trpb.com

Horse Identification 

Join Up
thisishorseracing.com/readersclub

so he’s ready to go,” said Brown.
Brown echoed Motion’s sentiments on Violette.
“Rick was a great guy,” said Brown. “It was a 

thankless job that he did, putting his own career on 
hold to try to further the business for the horsemen. 
It’s something by no means he had to do, but he had 
a big enough heart to do it.”

Merrylegs Farm homebred Listentoyourheart 
won a 5-furlong maiden sprint June 23 at Belmont. 
The Afleet Alex bay will depart from post 2 under 
Manny Franco. Sky of Hook, trained by Rudy Ro-
driguez for E.V. Racing Stable scored by a head in a 
5-furlong maiden May 10 at Belmont. The Tapiture 
chestnut, bred by EV and NC Corp, will emerge 
from post 4 under Luis Saez.

Completing the field is maiden Theitalianamer-
ican for trainer Gary Contessa and owners Monty 
Foss and John Moirano. The Girolamo bay, bred 
by McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds and 
Spruce Lane Farm, is the most experienced horse in 
the field with a pair of runner-up efforts.

Last out, Theitalianamerican rallied from last of 
seven to complete the exacta behind Fore Left in 
the 5 ½-furlong Tremont at Belmont. He will leave 
from the inside post under regular pilot Joel Rosa-
rio.

The Rick Violette is slated as Race 2 on Wednes-
day’s 10-race card, which starts with the meet’s first 
steeplechase. First post is 12:50 p.m.

• Wednesday’s card also includes graded stakes 
winner Talk Veuve To Me in an allowance test for 
owners Team Valor International, Stephen McKay 
and trainer Rodolphe Brisset. She had throat sur-

gery to treat an entrapped epiglottis just days after 
her last effort, a seventh in the Grade 1 Humana 
Distaff May 4. She faces six others in Wednesday’s  
ninth race.

– From a NYRA press release

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 28
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“Count your coughs. Change your leads. Watch 
my flag.”

Those were the only three instructions MacKen-
zie Miller gave to his riders before a breeze. 

The Hall of Fame trainer wanted to know if a 
horse coughed, that was important. He wanted his 
horses to switch their leads on cue, that was crucial. 
And he wanted his riders to watch his flag. 

Long before walkie-talkies, Miller sat in the 
grandstand at Belmont Park or Saratoga, closer to 
the turn than the wire, with a big orange flag. When 
a horse – oh, let’s say Fit To Fight – was ticking 
off fractions to Miller’s delight, he would hold his 
flag still and square. When a horse – Java Gold, 
You’d Be Surprised, Winter’s Tale – wasn’t going 
fast enough, Miller would wave his flag like a Times 
Square traffic cop. 

Tils Tilbury and Sea Hero. They didn’t need a 
flag. 

“The thing about breezing that horse, he nev-
er even felt like he touched the ground, he was so 
light,” Tilbury said Friday morning while cleaning 
tack at John Morrison’s barn on the Oklahoma side. 
“I breezed a lot of horses for Mr. Miller, it got to be 
so easy because he trained them all the same, so they 
would breeze all the same. But this horse was dif-
ferent, you couldn’t tell how fast you were going.”

Owned and bred by Paul Mellon, Sea Hero went 
fast enough to win the Champagne in 1992 and 
the Kentucky Derby and Travers in 1993. The star-
crossed son of Polish Navy won six of 24 starts for 
$2.9 million and wound up with a statue in the pad-
dock at Saratoga. Sea Hero died July 12 at age 29. 

“We had a lot of nice horses, I got on a lot of nice 
horses for them,” Tilbury said. “But you had that 
Derby horse, that’s the horse everybody knows.”

Sea Hero did something most horses can’t, he 
came through when needed most, delivering the 
long-coveted Kentucky Derby trophy to the most 
deserving owner the sport has ever known. It was 

the last jewel missing in Mellon’s crown, one that 
included the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe, the Epsom 
Derby, champions here and abroad. A philanthro-
pist, a collector of art, land, horses and people, 
Mellon made the world a better place. Tilbury still 
collects a pension, a check every month, for her five 
years with Rokeby Stable. A pension in the horse 
game! 

“That whole era is gone,” Tilbury said. “I guess 
that’s what hit me the hardest when I heard he died.”

Yes, it was a different era. It was an era when pri-
vate trainers developed whole crops of homebreds, 
without the pressure of a sales windfall. It was an 
era when horses ate oats, flax and corn, cooked in 
metal drums. It was an era when every exercise rider 
in the barn wore yellow Rokeby shirts and jackets. 
It was an era when the whole set would walk in a 
line out of Miller’s round barn at Belmont Park, all 
the colts would turn left, all the fillies would turn 
right and Miller would look at all the horses before 
giving instructions. And, yes, it was an era when 
a trainer could breeze a Derby winner twice in the 
same morning to prepare for the Travers and not be 

belittled or begrudged. At least not on the Internet. 
After the perfect trip in the Derby, Sea Hero 

failed to land a blow in the Preakness, Belmont 
Stakes and the Jim Dandy. Fifth behind Prairie Bay-
ou in the Preakness, seventh behind Colonial Affair 
in the Belmont and a dull fourth, 7 ½ lengths behind 
Miner’s Mark in the Jim Dandy, Sea Hero had Mill-
er flummoxed. He called Tilbury into his office. 

“This horse is holding his breath, Tils,” Miller 
said. “We’ve got to get him to breathe.”

Miller devised a plan and explained it to Tilbury. 
“OK,” she said, always the good soldier.
Tilbury breezed Sea Hero 3 furlongs or a half-

mile (she can’t remember) on the main track, no flag, 
and rode him back to the paddock and circled under 
the trees. Miller counted minutes on his watch. 

“OK,” Miller said. “Go again.”
Sea Hero breezed again, a little farther than the 

first time. The next time he set foot on the main 
track at Saratoga, he rallied from eighth to win the 
Travers. 

 “He called it interval training,” Tilbury said. 
“I think I did it twice. Everybody thought it was a 
joke. They were kind of making fun of him, about 
how he was training, ‘This is some crazy (stuff).’ 
And then he goes and wins. I was like, ‘I guess the 
guy knows what he’s doing.’ ”

Sea Hero won one allowance race and lost eight 
races after the Travers, retiring after finishing fifth 
as the favorite in the Phoenix at Keeneland in Oc-
tober, 1994. 

The Virginia-bred won’t go down as one of the 
sport’s greatest horses, partially dismissed because 
of a 6-for-25 record and a lackluster stallion career, 
but sometimes it’s more about a singular achieve-
ment. Sea Hero won the Kentucky Derby and added 
the Travers as a bonus, providing closure and defi-
nition to the storied legacies of Mellon and Miller. 

 “That’s all that horse had to do,” Tilbury said. 
“He was born to do that. And he did it.”

The Hero cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

Brown Advisory is an independent investment and strategic advisory firm committed to our clients’ success.
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Sean Clancy
Tils Tilbury, who galloped Sea Hero, on the track this week.
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PROMISES FULFILLED
H. ALLEN JERKENS S. (G1)

GR ADED STAKES WINS AT SAR ATOGA IN 2018
I N C L U D I N G  4  G R A D E  1  W I N N E R S
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