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BY THE NUMBERS
1: Classic-winning owner standing outside the gate at East
and Union Monday morning (see next page).

8.61: Average field size for the 248 races run at the Belmont
spring-summer meet, a 23-percent increase from last year. 

15,466,198: Dollars in average daily handle for the 2019
Belmont spring-summer meet, a 42-percent increase over 
2019.

63,299,331: Dollars in total handle for the five-day Keene-
land summer meet, an average of $12,659,866.

BY THE NUMBERS Saratoga 2019 vs. 2020

113: Entries for Day 1 in 2019.

95: Entries for Day 1 in 2020.

65: Trainers with runners on Day 1 in 2019.

56: Trainers with runners on Day 1 in 2020

109: Entries for Day 2 in 2019.

93: Entries for Day 2 in 2020.

67: Trainers with runners on Day 2 in 2019.

49: Trainers with runners on Day 2 in 2020.

NAMES OF THE DAY
Bubba Chuck, second race. Somebody is an Allen Iverson fan. 
The Tapizar colt, a main-track-only entrant, must get his name 
from his dam Yield To No One. Former Georgetown University 
and Philadelphia 76ers star Iverson – called “Bubba Chuck” 
in his hometown of Hampton, Va. – yielded to no one on the 
court.

The Caretaker, fifth race. Robert Murray’s 6-year-old New 
York-bred, bred by the deep program of Chester and Mary Bro-
man, is out of Safety Net.

Summer At The Spa, seventh race. We’re going to go out on a 
limb and figure this is not what the original owner had in mind 
when he named this now 3-year-old filly of Summer Front and 
Myself.

Dayoutoftheoffice, eighth race. Siena Farm’s and Tim Hamm’s 
2-year-old filly, a contender in the Schuylerville, is by Into Mis-
chief out of Gottahaveadream. Some of you would probably
dream of a day in the office at this point.

Rousey, 10th race. The 4-year-old filly, whose namesake Ron-
da Rousey is a former mixed martial arts star, professional 
wrestler and Olympic medalist in judo, is by Violence.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

“Ooof. That would be huge. Just winning a race  
up there would be huge. I don’t know… It’s nice to think about.”

Arindel Farm’s Brian Cohen, on what winning  
the Schuylerville with a horse they raised would feel like

here&there...in racing
Presented by Shadwell Farm

Tod Marks
Great Seat. The rooftop hawk will – as always – have the best view.

WORTH REPEATING
“It’s all good, they’ll work it out. We got a good look at him before he went in.”

Sackatoga Stable’s Jack Knowlton, standing outside the gates, 
 after Belmont Stakes winner Tiz The Law arrived in Saratoga Monday

“You just gotta navigate…”
Mill Ridge Farm’s Headley Bell, on business during a pandemic

“They don’t get tired of the carrots.”
Mike Stidham assistant Francisco Serrano, stopping by stalls with a bucket full

Trainer Jeremiah Englehart to Taylor Rice after her morning riding out: “I didn’t scare you 
away did I?”
Rice: “We’ll see how good I can walk in the morning.” 

“We’re all in on Saratoga, you need at least 20 years experience. I won’t say 30 or 25 years.”
Englehart on veteran exercise riders Lorna Chavez  

and Valerie Buck on his team for the 2020 meet

“I’m kind of glad you guys are still doing a paper, at least it feels somewhat normal.”
Englehart (the paper is a paper even if it’s not on paper) 

“What he knew about the racetrack you could have put in a thimble.”
Trainer Mike Stidham, about assistant Francisco Serrano’s early days in the barn

“Jimmy Toner. My goodness.”
Owner Bonner Young, when discussing who wasn’t coming to Saratoga this summer

“I didn’t know you were that old.”
Helen Richards to husband Kip Elser as he was discussing Moccasin in the 1966 Test

“This horse jogs like a Cadillac.”
Doc Cheney as he vetted a horse at Fasig-Tipton Monday

“I was somehow telling myself I was going to get through this and Sean has to go write  yet 
another tearful cup of coffee.”

Longtime reader Jeff Hayes after reading 
Sean’s “Hit Me” in the July 4 Special 

“We’re not even open yet and I miss you already.”
Sam Appa, loyal reader and deliverer of Bella Napoli donuts from Kingston

“I don’t know why anyone wouldn’t want to be here, it’s so refreshing. This is the place.”
Trainer Phil Serpe, about Saratoga 

New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association

www.nytha.com
516.488.2337  

The Chief

To
d 

M
ar

ks
 p

ho
to

“I’d say the ‘Graveyard of Favorites’ thing started when Jim Dandy 
beat Gallant Fox, he was 100-1 that day. That definitely started all 
this nonsense. And of course, several horses I’ve had over the years. 

I did help it when Onion beat Secretariat. But the favorites get 
beaten everywhere. It’s no fun, though, if it happens to you.  

It seems people just like to make a big deal here in Saratoga.”

– Trainer H. Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

https://nytha.com/
https://www.brookledge.com/
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Jeremiah Englehart feels ready for the 
2020 Saratoga Race Course meeting, a 
40-day stand that will be like no other.

“The first horse I bring over to the 
paddock I’m walking with it the whole 
way, just to see what it looks like with 
no one here,” said Englehart, who calls 
Saratoga home and spent about three 
months here during the early stages of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Englehart won a career-best 14 races 
at the 2019 Saratoga meet and hopes his 
group bedded down in the Oklahoma 
Annex can deliver results close to that 
level. The lead-off hitter for the Stable 
Tour for the second consecutive year 
is admittedly off to a slower-than-usu-
al start overall in 2020, but that doesn’t fall out 
of line with his contemporaries who went months 
with limited opportunities to race.   

“I was basically home for three months during 
the coronavirus,” Englehart said Monday, driving 
in his golf cart to breeze two sets of 2-year-olds on 
the Oklahoma. “I left Oaklawn, went to the sale 
at OBS, then Coach (Sean) Peyton tested positive 
and I’m kind of like, ‘What do I do?’ I quarantine 
myself for two weeks; never had any symptoms and 
I don’t think I ever had it. You don’t know what the 
right thing to do is.”

Englehart spent those three months with his fam-
ily and overseeing his stable from afar. It worked for 
a bit, then felt a bit odd for the lifelong horseman. 

“For three months it was not normal,” he said. 
“At the time I thought I was doing the right thing 
but then you think, it’s never the same when you’re 
not there seeing the horses every day.”

Englehart runs three Opening Day and two more 
on Day 2, along with four at Finger Lakes July 20-
21. He’s ready to roll. 

“We haven’t even had a 2-year-old make a 
start yet,” Englehart said. “It’s kind of by design. 
We kept them at the farms a little bit longer. Even 
though they had a few halves at the farm, or at 
least most of them did, they always kind of get tired 
when they come here. Deeper surface.” 

After Englehart sent out two pairs of workers 
to breeze in the last set Monday morning on the 

Oklahoma Training Track he discussed his string 
with The Special’s Tom Law, starting with two of 
the breezers. 

Iaintfraidanoghost: Daughter of Ghostzapper breezed in 
company with Capstone Girl and went a half from the gate in 
:49.72, her fifth on the Oklahoma since arriving in early June 
from Niall Brennan Stables. “She’s a horse for Jeff Drown, 
a Ghostzapper filly that Mike Ryan bought. She’s been real 
straightforward. Seems like she’s got some ability. There’s a 
race for her on (Sunday). Both of those fillies I might have to 
race them against each other.”

Capstone Girl: Robin Lane Thoroughbreds’ homebred filly 
earned the same work time while working on the inside. She’s 
also worked five times at Saratoga after getting work with 
Travis Durr at Webb Carroll Training Center in South Carolina. 
“She’s been a really nice Hard Spun filly. I do think she’s go-
ing to want more distance. She’s got a nice, long, fluid stride, 
seems like she’s going to be a filly that goes further. I really 
haven’t geared her up to be quick and early. I just want to see 
her develop into more of a distance horse.” 

Gran Chemin: RMJ Stable’s homebred 3-year-old Consti-
tution filly entered for first start since last August in today’s 
fourth race, a 6-furlong maiden on the dirt. She finished fifth in 
her debut going two turns on the grass. “We had her up here 
last year and I don’t know why I thought she was turf. She’s 
been working very well. I’m looking forward to seeing what she 
can do. Eventually she’s going to want more distance. She’s 
been a filly I’ve been waiting on to run. There was a race at 
Belmont for her but she got a little tired in one of her works so 
we pushed her back to this race on Opening Day. Hopefully she 
runs the way I think she can.”

Castle Casanova: Englehart won the first 
race of the meet in 2014 and 2016 – with Winter 
Games and Clifton Pleasure, respectively – and 
takes another shot at the opener with New York-
bred son of Cairo Prince. Owned by Louis Lazz-
innaro, John D’Amato, Albert Frassetto and Lindy 
Farms, he’s entered for a $14,000 tag and brings 
a record of 2-for-7 with $96,825 to the lid-lifter. 
“Two out of the three years I won the first race, 
something like that, and I’m hoping that we can 
do it. It’s a pretty salty 14 non-three. My horse 
is OK. I’m hoping for Louis that we can start the 
meet off right. I’m sure he’ll be playing him.”

Charleston Strong: A $600,000 buy, 2-year-
old Flatter colt shows five breezes at Saratoga, 
including half from the gate in :49.70 on the Okla-
homa July 10. “We bought him for a partnership 

group that we bought four horses for with the intent of trying 
to get really nice horses. So far they all seem to be coming 
along well. He’s one that seems like he has the class as far 
as being precocious and early. There’s a race the first week of 
August we’re honing in on. They’re all owners I’ve had. Seven 
guys that put in a couple hundred thousand dollars to buy, 
some real good people involved. Johns Martin, Bill Rucker, 
John Dewberry, Richard Nicolai, Don Brady, Bob Hahn.” 

Askin For A Baskin: Fans of the pandemic Netflix hit Tiger 
King will like this one, 2-year-old Distorted Humor colt who 
cost $500,000 for same partnership that bought Charles-
ton Strong. He’s breezed four times on the Oklahoma. “I had 
the pleasure of naming him. That was one of my quarantine 
shows. The Tiger King, and another was Don’t F**k With Cats 
and I named one Baudi Moovan. This one is another that looks 
like he’ll be later. A real handsome Distorted Humor, might be 
grass, too. We’ve been training him on the grass and seems 
like he prefers that. He’s not real competitive just yet, just a 
horse we’re going to take our time with.”

So give us your review of Tiger King: “I almost turned it off 
after the first 20 minutes but then, I don’t know, it just sucked 
you right in. I watched it all. That was one of my quarantine 
shows. I enjoyed it. What else were you going to do at the 
time? That’s how he got his name. I saw someone said, ‘You’re 
asking for a Baskin,’ and thought, ‘I’ve got to check out that 
name.’ Thankfully it wasn’t taken.”

Todd Pletcher has one named Baskin, that LNJ Foxwoods 
named, did you know that? “They are good with the naming. 
I’m going to tell him my name is better. I don’t know. I like just 
Baskin, too.”

with Jeremiah  
Englehart

Tod Marks
Trainer Jeremiah Englehart leads Tuggle 
to the post before a race at Saratoga last 
summer.

Continued On Page 8 
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OUTSTANDING FIRST SEASON AT STUD
After a stellar racing career, Catalina Cruiser is off to a strong start 

in his new career with a completely full book.

CATALINA CRUISER
Union Rags – Sea Gull, by Mineshaft

$20,000
lanesend.com  |  t: 859.873.7300

LE-8501-07 Stallion Creative Catalina Cruiser 20-21 Saratoga Special.indd   1LE-8501-07 Stallion Creative Catalina Cruiser 20-21 Saratoga Special.indd   1 7/2/20   1:25 PM7/2/20   1:25 PM

https://lanesend.com/catalina_cruiser
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Baudi Moovan: Keeping with the Netflix documentary 
theme, Twirling Candy filly who cost $260,000 at last year’s 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-bred sale is named for one of 
key internet sleuths from Don’t F**k With Cats. “She’s one Tra-
vis Durr and I bought at the New York-bred sale for the same 
people, that partnership. She’s going to be a later developer. 
She’s a real pretty filly. Hopefully she develops the way you 
think she’s going to. I’ll give her time, probably give her a race 
second or third book.” 

After The Party: Daughter of Into Mischief out of 
stakes-winning Bandini mare Defy Gravity cost $750,000 last 
year for the partnership that owns Charleston Strong and oth-
ers along with Andrew Hudson of Hoolie Racing. “She’s been 
good, too. Slated to run first week of August and seems like 
she could be a nice Into Mischief filly. I’d like to see her turn 
into Covfefe. I’d like to ask Brad (Cox) for some advice. I imag-
ine they look very similar. When he gets up here I told him I 
wanted to show her to him and see what he thinks.”

A Life That’s Good: Al Gold’s and Matt Hand’s 2-year-old 
New York-bred Congrats filly breezed twice at Saratoga – June 
15 and 22 – before Englehart backed off a bit. “She’s a half sis-
ter to (multiple stakes winner) I Still Miss You, just a real pretty 
Congrats filly we have some decent hopes for.” 

Samborella: New York-bred 2-year-old filly for Gold, Nico-
lai, Braverman, It’s All About The Girls and Eric Johnson cost 
$500,000, the second highest price at last year’s Fasig-Tipton 
Saratoga New York-bred yearling sale. “Another little partner-

ship group. Al used a new tactic to buy a horse. I call it the 
Howard Dean Scream and it worked. That’s a new tactic he 
came out with. If you can throw that in there I’d appreciate it.”  
(Last year, The Special used some quotes from Gold, and he 
barred us from interviews.) “It’s a new year. I’ve got to take a 
picture of you in here talking to me. I’ll send that to him, too. 
He’ll like that.”

So what’s the Howard Dean Scream? “I didn’t even know 
he bought the filly, they were bidding and I’m like, ‘Well, she 
went over our budget. We didn’t get her.’ The next thing I know 
Anna Seitz (of Fasig-Tipton and It’s All About The Girls) is tell-
ing me congratulations. She asked if I heard Al. I said I didn’t 
and she was surprised I didn’t hear the guy go, ‘Yeaaah,’ like 
that during the bidding. He got her at 500. He used the Howard 
Dean Scream as a buying tactic and it worked.”

And, yes, we had to look this up as we’re not all that versed 
in the history of obscure president candidate speeches. Dean, 
then the governor of Vermont, let out a loud “Yaaaaahhh” while 
talking to supporters after losing the 2004 Iowa caucus.

Miss Comedian: New York-bred filly cost $25,000 at last 
year’s Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-bred yearling sale. 
“She’s for Harold Lerner and his group, Wayne Cutler, Paul 
Braverman, Scott Akman and Jack Cohen. She’s been doing 
good. A little Bodemeister filly we thought might make the first 
New York-bred race but we might push her back into the next 
book, but she’s doing well. Kenny McPeek bought her.”

Devil Boy: Another purchase from the Fasig-Tipton Saratoga 
New York-bred sale – for $75,000 – last year. The Daredevil 
colt shows two 3-furlong breezes at Saratoga June 14 and July 
5. “He’s a colt Kenny McPeek bought for Harold (Lerner) and 
that group. He could be a real nice horse. He’s got a real pretty 
way of moving. Hopefully if everything goes right he’ll be sec-
ond or third book, but I hope for those guys that he turns into 

a nice horse. When Kenny bought him I didn’t see it, but he’s 
bought so many good horses for the right prices and I see it 
now. It was interesting to see him grow along the way. Kenny 
usually comes up here so I’m looking forward to him seeing 
him again. 

Is this a new buying partnership between you and Kenny? 
“He buys horses for the owners. For me it’s hard to go to all 
the sales. Kenny trains for those guys, too, and he wants to buy 
them good horses and has bought them very good horses. I 
have no problem having him pick out horses and working with 
him. It’s working right now.”

River Dog: New York-bred 2-year-old Twirling Candy colt 
breezed a half in :48.03 on the main track Monday, his fifth 
work in Saratoga. “Bob Hahn was going to sell him this year 
in a 2-year-old sale. He decided to keep him because Travis 
thought he was going to be a nice racehorse. I’m looking for-
ward to him. There’s a race for him on the 26th.” 

Calibogue Sound: Hahn’s homebred 2-year-old filly RNA’d 
at last year’s New York-bred yearling sale. “She was training 
really forward up here from the beginning, looked like she 
would be first book, then I kind of had to push her back a little 
bit. She’s a pretty looking Speightster filly that looks like she’ll 
have some talent as well.”

Viking Zim: Bill Parcells’ August Dawn Farm paid $120,000 
for 2-year-old Mshawish colt in April. He cost $100,000 at last 
year’s Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-bred sale. Breezed 3 
furlongs in :37.39 Monday. “He’s one that Gary Sciacca bought 
for Coach Parcells. I tell you what, I really like him, he’s a New 
York-bred, a real pretty mover. Seems like a horse that’s stur-
dy, very strong, well made and being a New York-bred it’s a 

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 6

Continued On Page 9 

https://www.ntra.com/legislative/


9Thursday, July 16, 2020 The saraToga special

plus. Looks like second, third book and like 
he’ll be all right.”

Three Technique: Parcells’ 3-year-old 
Mr Speaker colt flirted with the Triple Crown 
trail, finishing second in the Smarty Jones and 
fourth in the Grade 2 Rebel at Oaklawn Park 
this winter. He won two of four last season, 
including maiden win at Saratoga late in the 
meet. “I’m bringing him back and it’s looking 
like it might be the Allen Jerkens. It’s a little 
bit tough of a race to start back in but our 
options are kind of limited as far as distance 
and 3-year-olds around that time. Right now 
it’s Allen Jerkens, if I change my mind it will 
be wait for the Amsterdam a month after that. 
I’m not sold he just didn’t like the track down 
there. Irad (Ortiz Jr.) rode him when he ran 
second and said he was spinning his wheels 
and said he hated it. I don’t know. Just one of 
those things, we’ll find out I guess. I figured 
seven-eighths, this track, that’s how he broke 
his maiden and we’re getting him back to that. 
You worry about him running a big race off 
a layoff. We’ll make the right decision as the 
time comes.”

Tuggle: A $160,000 buy at the Fasig-Tipton 
Saratoga select sale in 2018, he’s won one of 
six and earned $103,400 for August Dawn. 
Third in last year’s Grade 2 Saratoga Special, 
he’s been off since back-to-back seconds in 
allowances at Oaklawn in February and April. 
“He’s also back for Coach Parcells. We gave 
him a little break after Oaklawn as well. Got a 
little foot sore on me out there. He’s the horse 
for Coach that might end up being by the end 
of the year one of the horses you might hear 
about. He’s a blue-collar horse that always 
shows up and runs fast.”

Pat On The Back: The veteran. New  York-
bred 6-year-old son of Congrats passed the 
seven-figure mark in earnings in 2019 thanks 
to three stakes wins that included the Grade 2 
Kelso Handicap. The 2015 Fasig-Tipton New 
Yokr-bred yearling graduate has won nine 
races, and placed in 10 others. “He’s back up 
here. We’re looking at the John Morrissey at 
the end of July.” 

Critical Value: Ten Strike Racing’s home-
bred Bodemeister filly earned champion New 
York-bred 2-year-old filly honors with two 
wins in four starts in 2019. She returned with 
a victory in the Bouwerie Stakes June 28. 
“Hopefully we’ll make two races up here, if not 
just point to the Fleet Indian. If I had 30 of 
those horses I’d only lose 10 percent of my 
races. She’s battled foot issues, she’s battled a 
knee issue, an ankle issue. You start back with 
her, get her right and something else pops 
up. She enjoys this like no other. She’s one of 
those horses you never forget, for what she 
brings to the table every morning.”

Captain Bombastic. Team Hanley’s mul-
tiple stakes winner won the Mike Lee June 14 
after starting season with back-to-back sec-
onds in optional claimers at Oaklawn. “Right 
now we’re looking at the Allen Jerkens for 
him, too. He’s blue-collar, loves to run. If we 
don’t make the Allen Jerkens we’ll point to the 
Stallion Series stakes race going 6 1/2 fur-
longs (Times Square division, Aug. 27).” 

Risky Mischief: Jeff Drown’s 3-year-old 
Into Mischief filly broke her maiden here last 
July and finished sixth in the Grade 1 Spi-
naway. The $350,000 buy at the Fasig-Tipton 
Saratoga New York-bred yearling sale in 2018 
finished fourth in the Bouwerie Stakes in her 
lone start of 2020. “She’s been kind of an enig-
ma the last couple starts. Really works well in 
the morning. Jose (Ortiz) has been telling me 
after every one of her races that she wants to 
go grass, so we’re finally going to give that a 
shot and see how that goes.” 

Becca’s Wish: Bred by Jose Espinoza, 
2-year-old filly by Mshawish went through 
sales ring four times – including at Fasig-Tip-
ton Kentucky July and October – before being 
hammered down by Liz Crow for $45,000 in 
April. “She bought her for a new client, an-
other Mshawish that seems pretty forward. 
She has a little bit of talent. Looking forward 
to her as she gets closer to see what she can 
do, second or third book as well.” 

Cobra Kai: Did you dig into the movie ar-
chives for some Karate Kid during the quar-
antine? Or maybe cued up YouTube to see the 
new comedic renditions. Regardless we’re on 
board with the original, circa 1984. Sweep the 
leg. “Another one with a special name. My 
brother came up with that name. He’s a New 
York-bred colt that we bought for my family 
partnership for $50,000 (at Fasig-Tipton’s 
New York-bred yearling sale in 2019) with 
friends, cousins and my brothers and what 
not. He’s also looking like he’ll make the New 
York-bred race on the 26th.” 

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

Tod Marks
Millionaire Pat On The Back eyes the John 
Morrissey Stakes.

http://fasigtipton.com/
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BRODY'S CAUSE
Giant's Causeway – Sweet Breanna

2yo winners
already include:

GIRTHER
7/11 Del Mar MdSpWt 

GOSPEL WAY 
6/28 Woodbine MdSpWt

BY TOM LAW
All summer long people in Sarato-

ga Springs have wondered aloud, si-
lently or both.

What’s it going to be like without 
fans? 

It of course is Saratoga Race 
Course, but also the small upstate 
New York city that relies so much 
on the racing that’s been conducted 
for more than 150 years and brings 
with it what some equate to a travel-
ing circus containing horsemen, fans, 
gamblers, support staff, associated 
businesses and so much more. 

The answer, or at least a glimpse 
into one, comes today when the 40-
day Saratoga meet gets underway 
without spectators amidst a world 
of uncertainty with rising American 
death rates from coronavirus and an 
ongoing economic crisis. 

“It’s really strange, right?” Sara-
toga Springs Mayor Meg Kelly said 
Wednesday afternoon. “No fans at 
the track is one thing but the whole 
city just has a very different feel. This 
is the first time in my life that it’s hap-
pened and is just really odd. It’s a dif- Tod Marks

Sunrise will still grace the Whitney Tower next to the Oklahoma track.

Saratoga
for Summer
Spectator-free racing looms as 
racing’s best meet arrives in 2020

Continued On Page 12 

https://www.spendthriftfarm.com/brodyscause/
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Graded Stakes wins by Keeneland sales 
graduates at Saratoga in 2019, including:

S A L E  B E G I N S  S U N D A Y,  S E P T.  13

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

K E E N E L A N D

Most Accomplished
The World's

Yearling Sale

Basin - Hopeful S. (G1)  |  Code of Honor - Travers S. (G1)  | Covfefe - Test S. (G1) 

Dunbar Road - Alabama S. (G1)  |  Got Stormy - Fourstardave H. (G1)  |  McKinzie - Whitney S. (G1)

Midnight Bisou - Personal Ensign S. (G1)  |  Mitole - Forego S. (G1)  |  Preservationist - Woodward S. (G1)

Code of Honor
Travers S. (G1)

http://september.keeneland.com/
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DarleyMaking history: it takes foresight

Art Collector brushes his rivals aside and draws clear
for a stylish win in the G2 Blue Grass, running a 103 Beyer.

The Kentucky Derby prospect is by the influential
Bernardini– and is his 22nd Graded Stakes 
winner on dirt since 2015: only 
Tapit and Curlin have more. 

Collector’s item

ferent season. I grew up here going to the track for 
many years. It’s a different feel.”

Different. 
Odd.
Strange.
Eerie. 
Quiet.
On a walk around town or through the barn 

area – which until Thursday was restricted to es-
sential personnel working directly with the horses, 
racing officials and approved media – it’s impossi-
ble not to hear those words describing what the city 
will see through Labor Day. 

The horsemen sense it and they’ve been through 
it already, around the country and recently during 
the Belmont Park spring-summer meeting that fea-
tured a spectator-less and schedule-shifted Belmont 
Stakes and positive gains in wagering. 

Racing and city officials feel it, too, after arriv-
ing on the grounds this month to not see the usual 
Saratoga traditions like picnic tables in the back-
yard and stocked vendor and concession stations 
ready for Opening Day. 

Signs of activity are all around the city in and 
around Broadway, in stark contrast to what it was 
like here in early April but also with significantly 
less buzz than a “normal” Saratoga. 

“We certainly know from the hotel and lodg-
ing statistics that April and May might have been 

historic lows for occupancy,” said Todd Shimkus, 
president of the Saratoga County Chamber of Com-
merce. “We’ve seen certainly an uptick in June. The 
July 4 weekend was reasonably good. Now it’s a 
matter of how do we attract people here when you 
can’t have fans at the track, when you don’t have 
any SPAC shows or Live Nation concerts? That’s 
our challenge now. Coming up safely with things 
we can promote, to allow people to come here, 
have a good time and not spread the virus.”

Several local businesses answered the call and 
plan to bring some of the flavor of America’s oldest 
racetrack to their locations. 

Shimkus said roughly 25 Saratoga-area spots 
plan to host watch-party events during the meeting, 
outside and inside, either through reservation or 
walkup and all using safe social-distancing. 

“It’s like we’ve taken the grandstands and the 
clubhouse boxes and moved them to the city for 
visitors to enjoy safely,” Shimkus said. 

Prime at Saratoga National was one of the first 
– if not the first – to unveil plans for daily racing 
watch events they’ve dubbed “A Day at the Races.” 

Patrons can reserve a table on the first or second 
floor of Prime’s outdoor terrace for $50 per per-
son, with a $30 food and beverage credit applied at 
the end of the day. Special events including photo 
opportunities, premium cigars from Habana Cigar 
Roller and Prime’s lunch and cocktail menus will 
be available. 

Reservations went fast. Devin Sherin, Saratoga 
National’s marketing manager, said everything but 
Sunday for Opening Weekend sold out and that 

other openings only exist for remaining Sundays, 
along with most Wednesdays and Thursdays, along 
with dates late in the season. 

“Honestly no,” Sherin said when asked if Sara-
toga National expected such a positive response so 
soon. 

Now Sherin, along with Angelo Mazzone of 
Mazzone Hospitality that runs Prime and Lauren 
Holmes, Saratoga National’s director of sales and 
marketing, hope the events spark additional busi-
ness during the Capital Region’s continued gradual 
reopening in Phase 4. 

“We’ve seen a bit of a hit on dinner but we ex-
pect some of these folks to maybe say ‘Hey, we 
want to stay for dinner,’ Hopefully that will jump 
up. But now lunch service is where it’s at,” Sherin 
said. “We have TVs, we have great food, we have 
great service and can make that experience happen. 
We’re more about the experience than ‘We’re going 
to go eat and leave’ type of venue.”

The Adelphi hotel on Broadway will offer 
“Trackside at the Adelphi.” 

Nested within the historic streets of downtown 
Saratoga and resting under a tall, bright white can-
opy, the Adelphi’s setup features socially distant 
wooden chairs lined with red and white striped fab-
rics, a unique menu of racing-inspired cuisine and 
cocktails, a giant projector screen and several TVs 
live-streaming the races with mobile betting capa-
bilities, and even several local Saratoga vendors set 
up on site. Guests are also greeted with optional 
valet parking and complimentary champagne.

Summer –
 Continued from page 10

Continued On Page 14 

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/bernardini
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CONGRATULATIONS
ON YOUR
20TH ANNIVERSARY
& OPENING DAY

WATCH MARYLAND RACING LIVE ON LAURELPARK.COM

FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT

THE MARYLAND JOCKEY CLUB

https://www.laurelpark.com/
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STANDING

Alternation
By Distorted Humor

Broken Vow
By Unbridled   

P.O. Box 68 • Route 60 • Versailles, KY 40383 
Inquiries to Clifford Barry or Nancy Stephens 

(859) 873-1420 www.pinoakstud.com

Pin Oak Stud

A bit outside of town and offer-
ing racing fans looking for the feel of 
the grandstand, Racing City Brewery 
on Excelsior Avenue will offer watch 
events on a 23x14-foot screen in its 
Paddock Production Room or on oth-
er TVs in the main tasting room.

Fans can reserve tables for $25 and 
receive one free glass of wine or beer 
along with a free copy of the Daily 
Racing Form. 

“The one thing we have is a lot of 
space, so even socially distanced we 
have room to keep those tables six feet 
apart and still have a great crowd,” 
said Debreen Oliva, who owns Rac-
ing City with her husband Tony. 
“You’re always afraid to say words 
like crowd. But crowd meaning it 
was a nice group of people . . . We’re 
looking to be like the picnic area at 
the track, outside the clubhouse and 
the grandstand. That’s what we’ve 
created and weather permitting we’ll 
always have the garage door open to 
keep the air circulating.”

One area fans won’t be able to 
congregate in is the streets or side-
walks near the track. 

Privacy screens were assembled 
along the fences on Union Avenue 
near the quarter pole and on Nelson 
Avenue along the clubhouse turn. 
City police will have a presence at the 
track and those areas are expected 
to be monitored for anyone looking 
to catch a glimpse of the racing with 
their coolers and lawn chairs in tow. 

NYRA hosted city public safety of-
ficials for a press briefing to discuss 
the privacy screens and also to em-
phasize they wanted eager fans to stay 
away from the very place that draws 
its energy from the crowd, certainly a 
sign of the times here in 2020. 

“We want you to enjoy this sum-
mer’s meet, but are asking you to do 
so from the comfort of your home, 
your backyard or at socially dis-
tanced, responsible watch parties,” 
said Pat McKenna, NYRA’s commu-
nications director. 

 Just before outlining the plans to 
dissuade people from congregating 
outside the track grounds NYRA 
rolled out health and safety protocols 
to address the increase in Covid-19 
cases among jockeys around the 
country. NYRA will restrict out-of-

town jockeys from riding at Saratoga 
and also said any regular member of 
the local riding colony who travels to 
ride at another racetrack will not be 
permitted back. 

The NYRA riding colony is led 
by Hall of Famers John Velazquez 
and Javier Castellano, along with 
brothers Irad Ortiz Jr. and Jose Or-
tiz. The Ortiz brothers have won 
the last four riding titles and the last 
three Eclipse Awards for outstanding 
jockey. They’re joined in the room by 
Joel Rosario, Manny Franco, Junior 
Alvarado, Ricardo Santana Jr., Jose 
Lezcano and others. 

Chad Brown comes into Saratoga 
off a training title at the Belmont meet 
and seeking his third consecutive Spa 
crown. He topped the standings with 
a record 46 wins last year after tying 
Todd Pletcher’s record of 40 wins in 
2018. Pletcher also figures to feature 
in the training race with his usu-
al deep stable of 2- and 3-year-olds, 
the latter this year eying spots down 
the road for the rescheduled Travers 
Stakes, Kentucky Derby and Preak-
ness Stakes. 

The biggest star on the grounds 
will be Tiz The Law, winner of the 
Belmont Stakes June 20 and expected 
heavy favorite for the meet’s signature 
Grade 1 Travers Aug. 8. The New 
York-bred son of Constitution broke 
his maiden last summer at Saratoga 
for trainer Barclay Tagg and Sackato-
ga Stable. 

Sackatoga’s Jack Knowlton made 

Summer –
 Continued from page 12

Continued On Page 16 

Tod Marks
Early Travers favorite Tiz The Law will get 
plenty of attention this summer.

http://pinoakstud.com/
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HermitageFarm.com

SUCCESSES 
AT SARATOGA

PAOLA QUEEN 2016 TEST S. [G1]

MITOLE 2019 FOREGO S. [G1]

WEST COAST 2017 TRAVERS S. [G1]

https://www.hermitagefarm.com/
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the short trip from his home on 
Saratoga’s East side to welcome Tiz 
The Law back to Saratoga Monday 
morning but couldn’t be at the barn 
because owners were initially barred. 
NYRA announced late Wednesday 
afternoon that it received permission 
from the New York State Gaming 
Commission  to allow a limited num-
ber of licensed owners on days their 
horses are entered.

To reduce density and adhere to social distanc-
ing, ownership groups are restricted to eight in-
dividuals per horse. A limited number of licensed 
owners will also be permitted in the barn area, but 
must provide NYRA with a negative Covid-19 test 
within seven days of requesting permission to be on 
site to watch training. Owners attending the races 
do not have to provide a negative Covid-19 test, 
but will be subject to a health screening that in-
cludes a temperature check prior to entry.

Other safety protocols – including wearing 
masks and social distancing – are already in place 
in the stable area. Trainers, exercise riders, grooms, 
hotwalkers and other barn staff are required to 
wear masks at all times. 

The barn area slowly started to fill up this week, 

although several barns remained empty and looked 
much like they did during the early days of the pan-
demic well before the Oklahoma Training Track 
opened for offseason workouts. Horsemen on hand 
are excited for the opportunity, even while some of 
their colleagues stayed away over health and eco-
nomic concerns. 

“I understand why they decided to race up 
here,” trainer Jeremiah Englehart said. “Even 
if you run here, people are going to watch. They 
want to watch Saratoga. The fans know the feeling 
about being here, even if you have to watch it on 
TV. It’s not the same feeling but I understand why 
they want to have a Saratoga meet and I’m glad 
they did.”

“This is different for sure, it’s a real spectator 
place,” said trainer David Donk. “It’s like when 
the Yankees are good every year and the stadium is 

full. It will be different. At least we’re 
operating, in business, for the whole 
industry. But it will certainly be dif-
ferent. I’m kind of at a loss for words 
until I see it.”

Donk and everyone else with 
runners on the Opening Day card 
topped by the Grade 3 Schuylerville 
and Grade 3 Peter Pan – or at least 
those inside the gates and privacy 
fences – get that chance Thursday. 

The others will have to envision 
what it’s like. Or not.

“I’m hoping that whatever hap-
pens tomorrow is one and done,” Shimkus said. 
“That next year we can go back to the tradition 
of being at the rail when the announcer says, ‘And 
they’re off.’ I’m not even sure I want to watch what 
happens (Thursday). But my plan Thursday is to go 
to as many of the viewing parties as possible.”

Kelly, who would have gone to her office in City 
Hall early Opening Day to knock out some work 
before taking a long lunch at the races, finds herself 
in a similar scenario for the start of a Saratoga meet 
unlike any other. 

“It’s different, to have the next two days off. 
I’m actually going to go hiking. I will put my bets 
in, but I’ll be hiking,” Kelly said. “It’s something 
I started when Covid hit, I’ve been hiking once or 
twice a week. I’ve been doing hikes within a two-
hour radius with my friends, once on a weekend, 
once on weekday. We’re all into it, it’s fun.”

Summer –
 Continued from page 14

Tod Marks
The infield majesty will still be there, even if you can’t.

http://medallionracing.com/?utm_source=SaratogaSpecial&utm_medium=HPH&utm_campaign=MedallionRacing&utm_content=Video
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https://www.churchilldowns.com/
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Horse
One

“She was a Danzig filly, and you paid attention to those, out of Blush 
With Pride, who was a good race mare whose produce record might have a 
chance to grow. At the time that was a foundation family that you definitely 
wanted to try to get into. What made her so unique was that she had two 
golf-ball-sized splints. As someone who has always looked for value, it was 
‘Hmmm.’ I took my stepfather Dr. John Chandler, who was doing the vet 
work for Juddmonte then over to see her and asked, ‘Doc, would that bother 
you?’ He didn’t hesitate, ‘Absolutely not, but it’ll bother a lot of other people.’ 
She RNA’d for $90,000 and I went back to Russell Jones at Walnut Green to 
try to buy her for the de Moussac family of Haras du Mezeray. Russell want-
ed $150,000 and wouldn’t budge. We ended up giving that. She won a Group 
2 and a Group 3 for them in France, placed in a Group 1 and they sold her 
for a lot of money.”

Smolensk produced Grade 3 winner and future sire Can The Man while her pedi-
gree continued to improve as her half-sister Better Than Honour produced Belmont 
Stakes winners Jazil and Rags To Riches among others. 

SMOLENSK, 1993 
Headley Bell, Mill Ridge Farm and Nicoma Bloodstock

SEPTEMBER
S U N .  1 3  -  F R I .  2 5

 Keeneland September buyers 
and sellers remember some 

names from the past. 

BY PAUL HALLORAN
It’s hard to imagine any rider being 

more adversely affected by the New 
York Racing Association’s announce-
ment Tuesday prohibiting jockeys 
from shipping in or out of Saratoga 
Race Course than Mike Smith.

While Smith was the leading rid-
er at Saratoga from 1991 to 1993 
when he was New York-based, since 
he took his tack to the West Coast 20 
years ago he has made a habit of fly-
ing in and capturing the biggest races 
at Saratoga.

“For a guy like me, this crushes my 
summer,” Smith said Tuesday. “But 
what are you going to do? Every state 
and every county have different pro-
tocols. We’re all going to make sac-
rifices and do what’s best to keep the 

sport going. That’s all we can do.”
Smith, who has won the Travers 

four times – Holy Bull (1994), Coro-
nado’s Quest (1998), Arrogate (2016) 
and West Coast (2017) – pulled off 
an impressive double at Saratoga last 
year, taking the Whitney on McKinzie 
and the Personal Ensign with Mid-
night Bisou. He piloted Songbird to 
a 2016 Alabama Stakes triumph and 
won the Personal Ensign with Royal 
Delta in 2013.

Smith was planning to be in town 
to ride Midnight Bisou in her return 
engagement in the Personal Ensign 
Aug. 1 and almost certainly would 
have had other opportunities. 

“In our sport, things pop up at 
the last minute,” he said. “You nev- Tod Marks

Mike Smith was looking forward to riding Midnight Bisou at Saratoga again this summer.

Riders On Hold
Nationwide restrictions keep 
Saratoga colony in upstate NY

Continued On Page 19 

http://september.keeneland.com/
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er know when you’re going to get an opportunity. 
There are seven or eight Grade 1s (of the 16 sched-
uled on the flat) that I would hope I may have been 
involved with.”

Smith was preparing to fly to New Jersey to ride 
Authentic for Bob Baffert in the Grade 1 Haskell 
Invitational Saturday at Monmouth Park. He said 
he would have to pass a Covid-19 test upon arriv-
ing in New Jersey Friday. His original plan was to 
ride back at Del Mar Sunday, before word came 
down Thursday that the Southern California track 
was canceling its three cards this weekend, due to a 
number of jockeys testing positive for coronavirus. 

Smith said he is feeling good, and it is worth not-
ing that he did not have any mounts at Los Alam-
itos the weekend of July 4-5, when, according to a 
report in the San Diego Union-Tribune, 14 jockeys 
who rode there those days subsequently tested pos-
itive for the coronavirus. That list includes Mar-
tin Garcia, Flavien Prat, Victor Espinoza, Umberto 
Rispoli and Luis Saez.

“So far, so good,” Smith said. “Hopefully, I’ll 
pass the test when I get to New Jersey Friday. Then 
it looks like I’m going to be stuck at home for a 
while.”

That seems likely, especially considering that 
only a few hours after NYRA’s announcement 

Tuesday, Laurel Park and Gulfstream Park came 
out with similar directives. 

“Whatever is best to keep people healthy, you do 
what you gotta do,” Smith said. 

At the other end of the spectrum from big-name 
jockeys such as Smith, who can’t ship into Sarato-
ga, and the New York riders who can’t ship out (i.e. 
the Ortiz brothers, Irad and Jose; John Velazquez, 
Joel Rosario, and others) is Reylu Gutierrez, who 
will ride full-time at Saratoga for the first time. Al-
ready faced with trying to make it at arguably the 
most competitive meet of the year, Gutierrez – fea-

tured in The 2020 Special June 20 edition on the 
day he had his first Belmont Stakes mount – now 
has an even more daunting task.

While he was committed to riding at Saratoga, 
he was planning to travel out of town on dark days, 
especially to Finger Lakes, where he grew up, to 
pick up some business. He prides himself on not be-
ing outworked, and would typically be making the 
rounds in the mornings making himself available to 
work horses for anyone who needed him.

NYRA’s jockey rules on shipping also prevent 
them from being on the backstretch, a double 
whammy for Gutierrez, who has one career mount 
at Saratoga, a last-place finish at 43-1 in a claiming 
race Opening Day last year.

“It’s been a hectic week,” said Gutierrez, who 
initially was told by Finger Lakes that he could 
not ride there next Monday and Tuesday if he 
rode at Saratoga this week, prompting him to fore-
go mounts here Thursday and Friday. He said he 
was subsequently told he couldn’t ride at Finger 
Lakes Monday, but was named on five horses for 
the Tuesday card. Then NYRA made its announce-
ment, effectively forcing his hand.

“I understand that Saratoga is a tough meet, so 
I was hoping to go out of town on dark days to try 
to get some live mounts,” he said.

When that option was eliminated, and Finger 
Lakes indicated if he did ride at Saratoga he would 
have to quarantine for 14 days before being allowed 

Riders –
 Continued from page 18

Tod Marks
Reylu Gutierrez will stay in Saratoga and give up rides at 
Finger Lakes.

Continued On Page 20 

https://lgbloodstock.com/
http://riverdeestable.com/cms/
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to ride there, Gutierrez had only one 
thing to do: Get in the car and head 
back to Saratoga Springs.

“I’m taking it as a sign from God,” 
he said. “A few people thought I was 
going to go to Finger Lakes full-time, 
but that was not the case. I was going 
to ride some live horses.”

The elimination of backstretch ac-
cess in the morning is equally frustrat-
ing. 

“Every jockey at NYRA has had 
the opportunity to hustle in the morn-
ings and get some mounts,” he said. 
“That has been taken away from me. 
I’m very disappointed that people will 
not be able to see me out there. But 

that’s the situation we are in and I’m 
going to give 100 percent every op-
portunity I get.”

Jockeys and valets are also not al-
lowed in the barn area. For a jockey 
to work a horse in the morning, he or 
she must meet  the horse in the pad-
dock and proceed to the main track. 
Jockeys are not allowed to work hors-
es on the Oklahoma Training Track, 
or on its turf course. 

NYRA also established rules for 
steeplechase jockeys for riding jump 
races Wednesdays and Thursdays 
during the meet. Steeplechase jockeys 
must produce a negative Covid-19 
test to access the property and will be 
completely isolated from the regular 
jockey colony in a separate location. 
Steeplechase jockeys must depart the 
property after riding their race. 

Riders –
 Continued from page 19
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Barclay Tagg

Douglas Lees
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BY JOE CLANCY
For all the vegans out there, the Quinoa Tifah 

is a sandwich with some internet fame but Arindel 
Farm’s Brian Cohen says he just liked the way it 
sounded as a twisted homage to hip-hop star and 
actress Queen Latifah.

“I think I saw it on Twitter or something and just 
cracked up,” said Cohen, who oversees his fami-
ly’s Florida-based racing operation. Arindel names 
about 40 horses a year, so the conversations can get 
punchy. There’s Quinoa Tifah, winner of the first 
2-year-old race at Gulfstream Park this year and a 
starter in today’s Grade 3 Schuylerville at Saratoga, 
older horses Filly Joel and Filly Jean King, Nacho 
Papa and Nacho Mama from the same crop, year-
lings Gilligan and The Skipper Too.

“We like to have a little fun,” Cohen said. “It 
gets tough to come up with names sometimes. We 
had about 43 in her group, so it’s a challenge. We 
start naming them pretty early just because we have 

so many to name and you don’t want to not have a 
name when they get close to running.”

Quinoa Tifah deserved her name early. Trained 
by Juan Alvarado, the daughter of Gemologist and 
the Storm Cat mare Atrea ran down heavy favorite 
Lime in a 4 ½-furlong maiden special in her debut 
at Gulfstream April 16. Like all Thoroughbreds, 
her schedule backed up due to the coronavirus pan-
demic and she turns up in Saratoga’s Opening Day 
co-feature along with seven other juvenile fillies 
with one win apiece. 

Beautiful Memories will get the most attention 
as the 6-5 favorite off a 10-length show of force at 
Churchill Downs May 28. Trained by Mark Casse 
for John Oxley, the chestnut daughter of Hard Spun 
has since fired two bullet 5-furlong works at Chur-
chill – :59 and :59.20 – and represents a long line 
of excellence bred by Oxley. In 1997, he bought 

2-year-old filly Beautiful Pleasure at Keeneland for 
$480,000. She ran in three Breeders’ Cups, became 
a champion, earned $2.7 million and joined the 
Oxley broodmare band. Her daughter by Monar-
chos (another Oxley star) To Dream About never 
raced, but produced (among others) Grade 1 win-
ner Dream Dancing and the Grade 3-placed Sky 
Dreamer – the dam of Beautiful Memories.

Jose Ortiz rides the favorite from post three in 
the 6-furlong Schuylerville, the eighth of 10 races 
on the card with a post time of 5:14 p.m.

Stonestreet Stable’s Hopeful Princess is the 2-1 
second choice after being purchased out of a debut 
win at Churchill May 21 and moved to trainer Steve 
Asmussen. Bred by Elm Tree Farm, the daughter 
of Not This Time and the More Than Ready mare 
More Than Magic outdueled the Asmussen-trained 
Mad Maddy and prevailed by three-quarters of a 
length going 4 ½ furlongs. The dark bay is 2-1 and 

Lauren King/Gulfstream Park
Quinoa Tifah wins the first 2-year-old race at Gulfstream Park this year, and steps up into Saratoga stakes company.

Gulfstream winner Quinoa Tifah, Arindel aim high in Gr. 3 stakes

SCHUYLERVILLE STAKES PREVIEW

Word Play

Continued On Page 23 
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a r e  m a d e  h e r e
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Post Time 7:00 pm

Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic
and the breeders classics races

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414   |   www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709

Carol Holden, President   |   Theresa Bitner, Exec. Sec.   |   Sam Huff, Chairman Emeritus

will break from the outside post with 
Ricardo Santana Jr.

Gulfstream winner Queen Arella 
(6-1, Joel Rosario), Hara (10-1, Tyler 
Gaffalione) and  Dayoutoftheoffice 
(15-1, Junior Alvarado) join Belmont 
winner Make Mischief (12-1, John 
Velazquez) and Churchill Downs 
winner Sunny Isle Beach (15-1, Irad 
Ortiz Jr.) to complete the field.

Arindel, a 500-acre farm owned 
by Cohen’s family in Ocala, Fla., pur-
chased Atrea from Glen Hill Farm 
because of her deep female family. 
Granddam Get Lucky is a key link to 
a Phipps Stable pedigree that includes 
champion Rhythm, leading sire Not 
For Love, Grade 1 winners Day-
dreaming and Imagining (also a sire), 
Kentucky Derby winner (and sire) 
Super Saver, sire Bluegrass Cat and 
plenty more. Arindel stands Brethren, 
a half-brother to Super Saver, and Co-
hen’s father Alan Cohen added anoth-
er link to the family.

“Dad’s our bloodstock agent, he 
studies that part and has always been 

high on the family and anything that 
comes along,” said Brian. “She’s been 
a nice mare and this Gemologist foal 
was a nice baby.”

Alan Cohen founded the first of 
several pharmaceutical companies in 
the 1980s, and in 2001 led a group 
that purchased the Florida Panthers 
NHL team before selling in 2009. He 
and his wife Karen got into racing in 
2003 and campaigned Wait A While, 
champion 3-year-old filly of 2006. 
With Brian as the company president, 
Arindel covers all the bases in racing 
with broodmares, a stallion, race-
horses on the farm or at Gulfstream 
Park and a long list of young horses in 
the wings. Based on the farm, Alvara-
do is Arindel’s private trainer. Arindel 
won 10 races at Gulfstream’s meet 
that ended March 31 and has added 
14 more since April 2.

“We have a big team and the horses 
could really be running under Arindel 
as the trainer,” said Cohen. “There’s 
a team at Gulfstream Park, a team on 
the farm. We all kind of do all sorts of 
things together. Juan’s background is 
breaking horses and that helps us get 
2-year-olds ready.”

Arindel’s Gulfstream-based assis-
tant Heather Smullen accompanied 

Quinoa Tifah and two others to Sara-
toga, and had set up camp in trainer 
Bob Ribaudo’s barn near Clare Court. 

“She’s OK,” Smullen said after 
picking up Quinoa Tifah’s stall, giv-
ing the filly a bath and letting her pick 
some grass. “She won going short. I 
don’t really think sprinting is going to 
be her game long-term, she might even 
be grass, but she won first time out so 
naturally we’ll give it a chance, right? 

Realistically she’s not speed. She’s not 
going to be on the front end. Looking 
at it there are two or three that just 
have to go. And that’s not her. I don’t 
want her in the back of the pack, she 
has enough tactical speed that she can 
sit somewhere in the middle. Get a 
good stalking trip.”

And laugh all the way home.

Additional reporting by Tom Law.

Schuylerville –
 Continued from page 22

Never miss The Special
Sign up for our email list
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BY JOE CLANCY
Late last fall, Mike Stidham took a call from 

Jimmy Bell like normal.
“Hey Mike, we’ve got a horse that didn’t make 

the 2-year-old cut,” said Bell, president of Godol-
phin Racing’s American division. “He’s got talent, 
but we had to hold him back. You got room for 
him?”

Let’s paraphrase the trainer’s answer, “Do squir-
rels have room for nuts?”

Godolphin sent the colt, a chestnut son of Horse 
of the Year Ghostzapper and multiple Grade 1 win-
ner Music Note named Mystic Guide, to Stidham 
at the Fair Grounds in New Orleans and the trainer 
loved the first impression even if it was delayed sev-
eral months by “shins, growing pains and things.” 
Mystic Guide was breezing 3 furlongs at Keeneland 
with Godolphin’s Johnny Burke a year ago, missed 
a few months, and was back training there in Octo-
ber and early November before going to Stidham. 

“He showed up and the first day we saw him 
move we were like, ‘Wow, he’s cool,’ ” said Stidham. 
“The first time we breezed him we felt just as good. 
He’s just progressed from there.”

The progression takes another step forward 
Thursday with his stakes debut in the Grade 3 Peter 
Pan, co-feature on Opening Day at Saratoga Race 
Course. The Godolphin homebred faces eight foes 
in the 1 1/8-mile test, which – in this upside-down 
year – offers 50 Kentucky Derby points to the win-
ner. The ninth of 10 races on the day goes to the 
post at 5:46 p.m. Mystic Guide is the 5-2 favorite 
on the morning line with Jose Ortiz slated to ride 
from post six.

Stidham wasn’t thinking Derby when the new 
horse arrived in the barn, but the idea started to 
take a little bit of root when Churchill Downs 
moved the traditional Triple Crown opener in May 

to September due to the coronavirus. 
“We had him ready at Fair Grounds and we 

wanted to start him long right off the bat but it was 
the weekend of a big stakes day leading up to the 
Louisiana Derby and the long race that day was a 
mile-and-an-eighth,” Stidham said. “I wanted to go 
long, but not a mile-and-an-eighth first time out. 
That just didn’t seem fair to him.”

Stidham opted for a 6-furlong maiden race on 
the same Feb. 15 card. Sent off as the favorite, Mys-
tic Guide started last, raced wide on the turn and 
wider still at the quarter pole before closing to fin-
ish third beaten 1 1/4 lengths. Stretched to 1 1/16 
miles March 21, he won by 5 lengths while looking 
like he was out for a gallop.

Then came the racing shutdown, the unknown, 
the holding pattern, the shuffling of stakes dates, 
and the potential of having a live 3-year-old come 
the first Saturday in September. 

Maggie Kimmitt
Mystic Guide gets some sun with Francisco Serrano at Fair Hill Tuesday.

Mystic Guide looks to join revamped Triple Crown fray in Gr. 3

PETER PAN STAKES PREVIEW

Derby Dreams?

Continued On Page 25 
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“Covid hit and they changed the Derby date, and 
we started thinking that if things happen to go our 
way we could have a horse that could potential-
ly run in the Derby,” Stidham said. Mystic Guide 
shipped north with the string to Fair Hill Training 
Center in Maryland.

He wasn’t going to make the Belmont Stakes 
June 20, but he could make another summer stakes 
and started with an allowance race at Belmont Park 
June 4. Going 1 1/16 miles, Mystic Guide chased 
Tap It To Win the whole way and settled for a 
5-length defeat as the runner-up while gaining an-
other level of experience. 

“He could have run in one of those stakes races 
to try to get there, but we did the right thing, ran 
him in an allowance race and the race at Belmont 
was a one-turn mile-and-a-sixteenth, and pretty 
tough,” said Stidham. “That’s not really his style. 
He’s better at two turns where he can settle down 
the backside and make a run.”

Moved to Saratoga this year, the Peter Pan fits the 
bill – two turns, the right timing, not quite as tough 
as Saturday’s Grade 1 Haskell at Monmouth Park. 
But still a test. Mystic Guide is the only entrant 
who didn’t run as a juvenile. Modernist won the 
Grade 2 Risen Star on the same card Mystic Guide 
made his debut on, and has since finished third in 

the Grade 2 Louisiana Der-
by and at least got a look at 
probable Kentucky Derby 
favorite Tiz The Law in the 
Grade 1 Belmont. Trained 
by Bill Mott for Pam and 
Marty Wygod, Modernist 
is the 7-2 co-second choice 
under Junior Alvarado.

Chad Brown trainee 
Country Grammer is also 
7-2, despite a single win in 
four starts. The Tonalist colt won an Aqueduct 
maiden in November and was fifth in the Grade 2 
Fountain of Youth. He was third behind Tap It To 
Win and Mystic Guide in the Belmont allowance 
June 4. Irad Ortiz Jr. rides for owner Paul Pompa Jr.

Celtic Striker exits a lopsided score in the two-
horse Easy Goer Stakes at Belmont June 25 and 
seeks his fourth lifetime win for Imperial Racing 
and trainer Ray Handal. Manny Franco takes the 
call at 12-1.  Mathis Stable’s Candy Tycoon sports 
a single win in eight starts, but finished second in 
the Grade 2 Fountain of Youth this winter and re-
turns off a 10-week layoff for trainer Todd Pletcher 
and jockey John Velazquez.

High-priced sales purchases Chestertown (who 
cost $2 million as a 2-year-old) and Mo Hawk (a 
$925,000 yearling) add more depth to the Peter 
Pan. While with trainer Bob Baffert in Califor-
nia, Mo Hawk won his debut last summer and 
was third in allowance company in late May off 

a lengthy layoff. Moved to Rodolphe Brisset, the 
son of Uncle Mo won a turf allowance at Indi-
ana Grand June 15 for owners SF Racing, Star-
light Racing, Madaket Stable, Stonestreet Stables, 
Fred Hertrich, John Fielding and Golconda Stable. 
Chestertown won at Saratoga last summer, but has 
lost all four starts this year including a second last 
time. Trainer Steve Asmussen adds blinkers on the 
Tapit-Artemis Agrotera colt owned by West Point 
Thoroughbreds, Chester and Mary Broman, Wood-
ford Racing and Rob Masiello.

If Mystic Guide is sweating his first stakes as-
signment, he wasn’t showing it around the Stidham 
barn at Maryland’s Fair Hill Training Center this 
week. 

“He’s a cool guy, not too much trouble,” said 
Francisco Serrano, a Stidham assistant. “If you 
stand in front of his stall, he will try to bite you 
like any other horse, but he’s pretty good most of 
the time.”

As he said that, Serrano handed Mystic Guide a 
carrot chip from a small bucket. The horse would 
probably follow that bucket anywhere, but Mon-
day it was simply a distraction. Braided, finished 
training, Mystic Guide let his feet get washed by 
Serrano while nipping at the lead shank and eyeing 
up strangers. Outside the barn afterward, the colt 
stopped staring toward the track only to look for 
more carrots. Serrano obliged.

“He’s been a really fun horse to be around,” Ser-
rano said. “But he has kind of like a warrior men-
tality on the track. He’s all business.”

Peter Pan –
 Continued from page 24

https://www.waltandwhitmanbrewing.com/
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grid

the 
Power

Saratoga Race Course – Thursday, July 16

Race #

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Guy Caballero
Jerome Avenue
Grit And Glory
Leading West

Eternal Summer
Magic Mojo

Palace Avenger
Palomita

Figure Of Speech
Dial Me Up

Palace Duchess
Valletta

Dark Money
The Caretaker
Steam Engine
Brees Bayou
Propensity

Spitball
Astoria Kitten
Pandamom

Summer At The Spa
Beautiful Memories
Hopeful Princess

Hara
Mystic Guide

Country Grammer
Celtic Striker

Doll 
Summer Fortune

Secure Connection

Castle Casanova
Jerome Avenue
Guy Caballero
Mutakaamil

Eternal Summer
Scanno
Palomita

Palace Avenger
Glass Ceiling

Thrill
Gran Chemin

Yes To Mischief
Dark Money
Thorny Tale

The Caretaker
Propensity

Spitball
Sir Chubby

Summer At The Spa
Marquet Legacy
Astoria Kitten

Beautiful Memories
Hopeful Princess
Make Mischief

Modernist
Candy Tycoon
Mystic Guide

Secure Connection
Doll

Quasar

Guy Caballero
Grit And Glory
Jerome Avenue

Mutakaamil
Scanno

Leading West
Palomita

Glass Ceiling
Palace Avenger
Yes To Mischief

Valletta
Dial Me Up
Dark Money

The Caretaker
Big Engine
Propensity
Ward entry

Spitball
Astoria Kitten
Pandamom
Minit Maus

Beautiful Memories
Make Mischief

Hopeful Princess
Mystic Guide

Country Grammer
Caracaro

Doll
Rousey

Bourbon ‘n Ditch

Guy Caballero
Seargent Drive

Castle Casanova
Magic Mojo

Eternal Summer
Leading West

Palace Avenger
Figure Of Speech 

Glass Ceiling
Thrill

Valletta
Yes To Mischief 

Thorny Tale
The Caretaker
Dark Money
Ward entry

Spitball
Propensity 
Ava K’s Girl

Astoria Kitten
Noble Jewel

Beautiful Memories 
Hopeful Princess 

Queen Arella
Mystic Guide 
Candy Tycoon

Caracaro 
Tradeable 

Doll
Secure Connection

Tom
Law

John
Shapazian

Charles
Bedard

Rob
Whitlock

2019 Records 132/404 109/404 93/404 80/404

Never miss The Special
Sign up for our email list

Daily picks available at thisishorsracing.com

http://www.bonaventurestables.com/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001jarSHX2McaSFaxeBy2xvpH3nmk3kn6jq7OxLjs_fUyS09UExulN369I3ck5RVSKSuiVG753bxGQ4RpAME5Xns3YPhawANXtmp8jZ2TjSfMU%3D
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Author’s Note: I write to you as the Marketing 
Intern for the 20th season at The Saratoga Spe-
cial. A recent college graduate, born and raised in 
Ballston Spa, I also write while reflecting on all the 
things 2020 was supposed to be – or not supposed 
to be.

I wasn’t supposed to be living at home this sum-
mer. My hometown friends and I had already made 
peace with a full-time summer together being a 
thing of the past, and the era of our 20s would begin 
pulling us in opposite directions. With that notion 
looming over us, we made sure that the summer of 
2019, our last full-time Saratoga summer, was spe-
cial.

The startling curveball that is 2020 has reframed 
our fate, and brought me into a period of reflection. 
I’ve been gifted one more non-traditional Saratoga 
summer, “together” with friends and family. So, 
I can’t help but take advantage of the inspiration 
within the confusion and nostalgia to share the 
things that I believe make Saratoga special.

I needed to break my routine of non-routine. I 
could no longer function well in a work-from-home 
environment. To me, it started feeling more like I 
was living-at-work. 

I love working remotely, but I need a change of 
scenery to feel motivated. Thankfully, the local cof-
fee shops had opened their dining rooms to half ca-
pacity just days before my cabin fever could make 
me so hot-headed that my parents would practically 
beg me to go back to my Connecticut apartment. 

I told myself “Tomorrow is a new beginning.” I 
would wake up and actually brush my hair. I would 
go outside and actually put on my shoes. I would 
open my laptop and actually get my work done. The 
next morning, I started my day with an elated sense 
of purpose. 

Quickly, I would realize that purpose and inspi-
ration are not a package deal. 

For the next several days, I would check my 
emails and organize data sheets while sipping a 
cold brew coffee out of a Mason jar as The Beat-
les played from a tricked-out juke box at Nomad 
Coffee and Crepes. Boredom is to creativity what 
exercise is to the body. So, as my eyes were glazing 
over and the yawns were getting longer, that’s when 
my mind began to wander.

What makes people engage with The Saratoga 
Special newspaper?

What makes The Saratoga Special?
What makes Saratoga special?

Here’s my answer:

July 2006
Early mornings with chilly orange skies, we’d 

wake to the plan of watching the horses exercise. 
Eyes tired, but preparing for something exciting, we 
pile into the car. Parking is readily available on the 
side of Broadway at this hour, so the foot journey 
to Uncommon Grounds is short, but still too much 
for my sleepy legs. My mother lifts me to her hip 
and carries me through the doors onto the counter. 
Slowly my eyes opened to the sound of coffee grind-
ing, milk steaming, bagels toasting and plates stack-
ing. In a sleepy tone, I place my order for breakfast: 
“Apple juice and a plain bagel toasted with sausage, 
egg and cheese to go please.” Waiting for the or-
der to be up, we sink into the worn and embracing 
leather couches.

“Order number 22!”
We hurry back to the car with our breakfast in 

hand, as the smell of fresh coffee grounds still linger 
in our noses. Next stop: the racetrack.

At this hour, parking is free and fairly close, es-
pecially around the back. We always enter the back 

gates with the pretty fountain, the fancy cars and 
the occasional Clydesdale. The grounds are quiet 
and empty as we make our way up to the box seats. 
Eager to open the warm paper bag with my sand-
wich inside, I take the stairs two at a time.

My young eyes wide, leaning over the edge of the 
box railing, I watch the horses sprinting in front of 
us. Mesmerized by the sweat glistening with each 
stride from the sunrise that peers in from the left 
corner, I sink my teeth into a perfectly toasted bagel 
sandwich. What a way to begin the day; breakfast 
with a one-of-a-kind view.

Stomachs full, sun risen, and the horses exiting – 
that is our cue to go back home and relax before a 
late July day in Saratoga would really begin.

• • •
This reminiscent train of thought dropped me off 

at the answer I was seeking; it’s the memories.
As people – a conscious and thoughtful force of 

nature – we are the sum of our memories. It is the 
history that we engage with on a personal level that 
makes a place like Saratoga special.

In times like these, when past memories can feel 
more vibrant than our present, it is essential to share 
our history with each other. While we can’t physi-
cally share the special experiences of Saratoga sum-
mer, we hope that our stories can revive the sense 
of community in a city that feels like its heart has 
stopped beating. That is what I believe will make 
the 20th season of The Saratoga Special special.

So, I’ll leave you with this question; What are the 
memories that make Saratoga special to you?

Share your stories with us on Twitter, Facebook 
or Instagram. We’ve even got a hashtag: 

#whatmakessaratogaspecial

loud&clear Special T imeBY SAMI LOUD

#whatmakessaratogaspecial

https://www.tbmakeover.org/horseswanted
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The Big Picture
 with Tod Marks

The Champ. Jose Ortiz won 60 races at Saratoga 
 last summer to dethrone his brother and 2018 champion 

 Irad Ortiz Jr. for the meet title. Irad gets a chance to get 
even with Jose, who won the crown in 2017, this year. 
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On its website, Kalamazoo College touts a 
customized K-Plan – “a four-part, integrated 
approach to an excellent education in the liber-
al arts and sciences” – where students do more 
in four years on campus so they can do more in 
their lifetimes.

For proof the Michigan school can look no 
further than recent graduate Francisco Serrano, 
who started as a hotwalker with trainer Mike 
Stidham during summer breaks and now man-
ages the stable’s barn at Maryland’s Fair Hill 
Training Center despite having no background 
in racing.

“When he started, he was as green as grass 
as far as the racetrack goes,” said Stidham of 
his 24-year-old assistant. “He knew a little bit 
about horses. He didn’t know one thing from 
the other as far as racehorses go.”

He does now. Serrano is part of a staff of about 
25 people who care for some of the country’s top 
Thoroughbreds from Godolphin Racing and other 
Stidham clients including Mystic Guide, the favor-
ite in today’s Peter Pan Stakes at Saratoga. Serrano 
lived in Chicago, and was planning to study sports 
psychology at Kalamazoo until his sister started 
taking dressage lessons. The farm needed someone 
to “muck stalls and things,” so Serrano took the 
job and found out he appreciated the time around 
horses. His sister later owned a Quarter Horse, at 
which point Serrano learned that not all horses are 
created equal.

“I didn’t even know there was a difference in all 
the breeds – Thoroughbreds, Quarter Horses, Ara-
bians . . .” he said. “I enjoyed working with the 
animals, but it was my first time interacting with 
horses in any sort of way.”

Serrano lived north of Arlington Park and 
reached out to Stidham about a hotwalking job, be-
cause the trainer had one of the largest strings at 
the Chicago-area track. During school breaks and 

in the summer, he’d work for Stidham and try to 
learn what he could. Serrano changed his major 
to business management, figuring that might help 
more than psychology (though there are days).

“Little by little, I learned more,” he said. “I never 
got to be a complete groom, but I was always in the 
stall or shipping with the horses, always trying to 
learn more.”

For Stidham, equine education became an im-
portant subject to merge with Serrano’s academic 
background. Ben Trask, another Stidham assistant 
who runs the division at Monmouth Park this sum-
mer, worked with Serrano. Stidham’s partner and 
chief assistant Hilary Pridham provided even more 
lessons and a few years later the hotwalker has a 
college degree and plenty of responsibility.

“The racetrack mentality is a difficult thing to 
learn in a short period of time,” said Stidham. “In 
the beginning I saw his intelligence and tapped right 
into putting him in the office and doing the videos 
of works and having him making up charts and 
stuff on the computer. That really helped us out a 
lot on that end. Then it was just a matter of him 

learning the racetrack horse end of it and he’s 
come a long way. He’s a big help to us.”

Serrano’s goal is to think like Stidham and 
Pridham, especially when they aren’t in the 
barn.

“On days where Mike and Hilary have to fly 
out somewhere, the care and the management 
are on us,” Serrano said of the staff. “Nothing 
changes, the way they taught us how to run the 
barn, that’s the way we do it. Like any train-
er with this many horses, you’re bound to have 
them in different places so you have to set it up 
like that.”

Serrano is in the office plenty, but being 
among the animals is his favorite part of the job. 
Monday, he stepped away from a desk to wash 
off Mystic Guide’s feet and show off the chest-
nut colt – a Godolphin homebred with a chance 

to make the field in this year’s rescheduled Kentucky 
Derby in September. Serrano carried a small bucket 
of carrot chips, offered a handful to the colt, patted 
him on the shoulder and thought about the Peter 
Pan.

“The first summer I was with Mike we sent 10 
horses to Saratoga from Arlington and I had no idea 
what Saratoga was,” he said. “To fall into this expe-
rience, with horses who can go to Saratoga for races 
like this, is good for me. We’re pretty excited. We’ve 
never gotten close to having a horse in the Derby. To 
have a prospect is exciting. I’m just appreciative of 
working with a trainer that has this type of horse.”

Kalamazoo’s admissions department would be 
proud.

“My interest was sports psychology when I start-
ed,” said Serrano. “It’s a liberal-arts school and I 
took different courses and was able to feel out all 
the different disciplines. At a place like that whatev-
er your interest is you can zone in on whatever you 
like. In this job, I learn something new every day, or 
I try to, and college was like that too.”

theoutsiderail Go HornetsBY JOE CLANCY

Maggie Kimmitt
Peter Pan starter Mystic Guide gives Francisco Serrano a smooch.

https://eclipsetbpartners.com/
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Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

G O  B E H I N D  T H E  S C E N E S  
O F  H O R S E  R A C I N G

Shayna  Ti l l e r  &  Au t r y  Graham

In memory of
Lucy Bell Williams, 

a Jack Russell who lived a great life.
And entertained all who met her

(even this cat).

Read 

 while you drink a 

 SARATOGA
Beer, Wine, or Hard Seltzer 

Drink Special 

MAKE A RESERVATION 
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Nine rows high. Three rows wide. And may-
be five rows long. Leaning. A few have fallen like 
shards of glaciers into the sea. Shrink-wrapped, in 
stark white plastic bags, the tower of wood shavings 
delivered, an order with a slip and a bill. They lie in 
wait outside an empty barn, ready to be dispensed 
into empty stalls. Anywhere else, you’d walk past 
them and never notice. 

Tom Law texted a photo. It felt like a clog falling 
into your cereal, a fly in your coffee, a knife to the 
heart.

Jimmy Toner is not in Saratoga. 
No racehorse-turned-pony grazing in the court-

yard. No two-door BMW along the white two-rail 
wooden fence. No orange polos. No hanging flow-
ers. No flower beds. No turf fillies with Graustark, 
Ribot and Roberto deep in their veins. No leath-
er bridles. No straw pillows, the last vestiges of a 
forgotten era. No JJT plaques hanging on the half 
doors at the barn along the curb, the fender at the 
intersection where all traffic funnels. Where Pat Kel-
ly rides his bike to fetch a Special. Where Tom Al-
bertrani follows Sadler’s Joy to and from the track 
each morning. Where John Dickson, Moon and 
Manu line up vans at a misplaced loading chute. 
Where dog walkers and hot walkers, bluebloods 
and blacksmiths, turf writers and turf workers, 
gawkers and hawkers turn the corner. Left and then 
right to Union, right and straight to Nelson. 

It’s the bottleneck of the Saratoga backstretch. 
And it’s Toner’s bottleneck. He took over this spot 
when Mike Freeman moved so many years ago. 
It’s where Toner has worn ruts in the dirt worrying 
about champion Memories Of Silver and other stal-
warts, from Wonder Again and Winter Memories 
to Hunter O’Riley and Hawkish. He can’t remem-
ber when, well, he can’t remember the year when 
he moved into the belly of the beast, a place that is 
chaotic and copacetic all at the same time. Like all 
horse trainers, Toner tells time by horses. 

“I had Buzz My Bell in there…”
The dark bay daughter of Drone won the Ad-

irondack and the Spinaway. You look it up, 1983, 
and do the math. Thirty-seven years. 

Cal Ripken has taken a night off. 
This year, Toner will keep his 12 horses bedded 

deep at Belmont Park instead of bedded deep at 
Saratoga. He’ll ship five or six, including a daughter 
of Winter Memories, to run and return. 

“It’s strange not making it up there. We’re just 
behind schedule with everything. To go to that ex-
pense to go up there now didn’t make sense,” Toner 
said Wednesday morning. “I’m surprised how many 
people did go, but a lot of people didn’t go. 

I don’t even remember the last time I didn’t go. 
I’ve got a lot of good memories of Saratoga but, it 
just didn’t work out this year.”

Toner met Saratoga in 1960. Traveling for New 
Jersey-based Bill Mitchell, Toner came north with a 
handful of horses, found a spot in the Phipps barn 
on the Oklahoma side. Little Tumbler finished sec-
ond in the Schuylerville and Toner won a race with 
“Little George or Something George.” 

Living with outrider Jim Dailey and assistant 
starter Bart Sweeney, Toner drove a four-door Chevy 
Malibu, walked to Broadway for a drink and a bite 

to eat at Lillian’s, maybe caught a movie in the big 
white building next to the firehouse on Broadway. 

“I was just a kid looking around, I didn’t know 
anybody then. It was pretty neat, pretty cool to be 
up there at that time. I had a new car, a good job, 
life was good,” Toner said. “Saratoga then was 
nothing, just a quiet little town, just a street. We 
went to the movies there and saw Psycho. People 
were running out of the movie theatre.”

The next summer, Toner was dragged off to Suf-
folk Downs.

“That was a big drop off,” Toner said. 
It took him awhile, but Toner returned to Sarato-

ga and never left, bandying about the backstretch, 
first in the barn near the starting gate, then in a barn 
with Billy Turner when he had Triple Crown winner 
Seattle Slew. 

“What a job those guys did with that horse, they 
had that horse out all day long, walking with the 
pony, they did some job,” Toner said. “Everybody 
used to come looking for Billy Turner and I would 
say, ‘No, Toner…’ ”

They would eventually come looking for Toner 
at his tree-shaded barn where Memories Of Silver, 
three other millionaires and a small but select string 
plied their trades over the past 37 years. In an ev-
er-changing game during a most unsettling time, 
Jimmy Toner missing Saratoga stings. 

 “It’s been hard all year. Usually we come back in 
April, this year, you look up and it’s June. I’m not 
as deep as I used to be anyway,” he said. “This year 
is a total write off as far as any kind of normalcy, 
try to get through it, that’s all we can do. Hope-
fully things turn around when this thing clears out. 
Whether we ever get back to normal I’m not sure, 
but maybe it’s not as precarious as it is now.”

A stack of wood chips never looked so precarious.
“I haven’t dwelled on it that much,” Toner said. 

“Now you’re going to make me think about it…” 
You could hear the pain. 

No Toner cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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16

9

22

29

5

8
No Racing

9 10 11

Opening Day

ISSUE 1
Schuylerville, 

Peter Pan
Shine Again,  
De La Rose

ISSUE 2
CCA Oaks, 

Hall of Fame

Lake Placid

ISSUE 3
Lubash (NYB)

ISSUE 4
A.G. Vanderbilt, 

Ballston Spa

ISSUE 5
Dayatthespa (NYB)

ISSUE 6
Whitney, Personal 

Ensign, Allen Jerkens, 
Bowling Green, Caress

ISSUE 7
Summer Colony

ISSUE 8
Travers, Ballerina, 
Test, Troy, Waya

ISSUE 9
Adirondack

ISSUE 10
Saratoga Derby, 

Alabama

ISSUE 11
Bolton Landing

ISSUE 12
Fourstardave

ISSUE 13
Mahony

ISSUE 14
Sword Dancer, Forego, 
Amsterdam, Saranac

ISSUE 15
With Anticipation

ISSUE 16
Woodward, Prioress, 

Glens Falls, Jim Dandy
Ky. Derby Day

Statue of Liberty 
(NYSS)

A.P. Smithwick  
Steeplechase

ISSUE 17
Season Wrap-Up

Quick Call

Bernard Baruch John Morrissey (NYB) Coronation Cup

Birdstone Cab Calloway (NYSS) Saratoga Special

Alydar Union Avenue (NYB) Perfect Sting

Saratoga Oaks

Tale Of The Cat
N.Y. Turf Writers Cup 

Steeplechase Skidmore

Diana
Smart And Fancy

Times Square (NYSS) Lake George

Shuvee
P.G. Johnson

Park Avenue (NYSS)

Spinaway, 
Honorable Miss, 

Lucky Coin

12
Closing Day

Hopeful, Lure

NY-bred Showcase
Albany, Fleet Indian, 
Funny Cide, Seeking  

the Ante, West Pt, Yaddo
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