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BY THE NUMBERS
10: Years in a row with at least one Saratoga steeplechase
victory for trainer Jack Fisher, who won Wednesday’s opener 
with Snap Decision and Thursday’s too with Moscato.

5: Horse trailers parked in (usually) prime parking spots next
to Siro’s about 30 minutes before the opener Wednesday. 

5: Horses in Wednesday 10th race who started between the
odds of 5-1 and 6.10-1 in a field of 13. The 5-1 favorite, Adri-
atic Holiday, finished second. Don’t ask us, we were English 
majors.

2: Six-win days for jockey Ramon Dominguez at Saratoga in
2012 (July 22 and Sept. 2). 

1: Goat on a barn roof near Fair Hill Thursday morning.

NAMES OF THE DAY
North Broadway, third race. Peter Brant’s Ballston Spa runner 
is by Quality Road. 

Sir Alfred James, fifth race. The 4-year-old gelding, owned 
and bred by Mt Joy Stable, Pope McLean, Marc McClean and 
Pope McLean Jr. is by Munnings. Sir Alfred James Munnings 
was an English artist known for his sporting art including rac-
ing scenes. 

You’re To Blame, eighth race. “Shot through the heart, and 
you’re to blame. Darlin’, you give love a bad name . . .” The 
6-year-old, who seeks to pad his $660,378 bankroll, is out of
Bon Jovi Girl.

Sanctuary City, ninth race. Edward Messina’s and William 
Butler’s 3-year-old colt is by Temple City out of Considerate.

Eighty Seven North, 11th race. Funky Munky Stable’s 4-year-
old filly is by Quality Road (we’re sensing a theme).

Marvelous Maude. Michael Dubb’s 2-year-old New York-bred 
Slumber filly isn’t entered - yet - but we heard she’s named 
for Maude Walsh, usually on point in the Saratoga Room for 
champagne toasts after graded stakes but doing any number 
of things at the current meet. 

LICENSE PLATES OF THE DAY
NICESAVE, New York. We are ready for next week’s restart of 
the NHL season, too. Let’s go Flyers.

THE SPA, Connecticut. We’ll assume they don’t mean a hot 
tub at Foxwoods.

WORTH REPEATING
“They’re fast. Definitely Grade 1 worthy.”

Hall of Fame trainer Steve Asmussen,
assessing the Vanderbilt field

“I’ve got some beautiful numbers.”
Trainer Al Stall Jr. after Tom’s d’Etat breezed 

 a half in :48.22, galloping out in 1:14.28,  
on the main track Friday morning

“I ran him on the grass the first time and that didn’t go right. 
He did everything but stop and graze.”

Stall, on Tom’s d’Etat’s career debut

“They’re firing. They’re firing. It’s Saratoga, you better be.”
Asmussen, who went into Friday’s card with two wins,  

a second and a third from 10 starts and runs  
4-5 favorite Volatile in today’s Grade 1 Vanderbilt
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Tod Marks
Head Games. Two-year-old fillies break from the gate in Thursday’s third race. That’s winner Plum Ali (second from left) while Aunt Mary (far right) pricks her ears while 
assess-ing the situation before finishing seventh. 
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here&there...in racing
Presented by Shadwell Farm

Tod Marks
We’re No. 1. Manifest Destiny and his people celebrate Wednedsay’s upset win.

WORTH REPEATING
“Fortunately he doesn’t have hives yet. But I do.”

Trainer Kate Dalton while Belisarius went to the post 
 for Wednesday’s Jonathan Kiser novice hurdle (he finished fifth)

“It’s still the paper.”
Reader Lucy Howard, who is reading The Special online like everybody else this year

“Thank you sir, this never happened before.”
Rebecca Teal, a member of WinStar Stablemates, after being told congratulations 

 on the 1-2 finish by Paris Lights and Crystal Ball, by The Special’s Joe Clancy

“Sometimes you have to punch them in the face with it.”
Artist Michael Geraghty, on marketing

“You’re practically on vacation then.” 
Trainer Ian Wilkes to The Special’s Tom Law, discussing our publishing schedule

“Now that’s how you social distance.”
Stall pointing to Wilkes, watching training Friday from a stand on the backstretch 

“As long as we keep going around in circles I’m happy.”
Trainer Jim Bond

“I literally had three people call me while I was on the phone, and nobody had called me all 
morning.”

Bloodstock agent Liz Crow, on the bizarre link between being  
on a phone call and getting a phone call (glad it happens to everyone).

“Stall has two kids, Greta and Albert. Greta, being his favorite.”
Last sentence on trainer Al Stall Jr.’s Wikipedia page

“I like Moscato, he’s the complete horse, his jumping is good, he’s got the stamina to go that 
extra distance. It’s another step up for Snap Decision but he’s more than capable.”

Jump jockey Mikey Mitchell about a possible clash 
 between stablemates Moscato and Snap Decision

“He would be quite a smart chaser. You could go anywhere with him. He is able to handle these 
tight tracks, I’m sure he would do well at Cheltenham, Aintree is quite tight as well.”

Jump jockey Sean McDermott,
about traveling abroad with Kiser winner Snap Decision

“I would love to be there but with Covid I’m stuck at Woodbine. It’s our new world.”
Trainer Kevin Attard,  

who runs Starship Jubilee in today’s Ballston Spa 
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“My first time here was 1946.
Saratoga seemed so big to me.” 

– Trainer H. Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015
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POSTCARD TO SARATOGA
Hello from Lexington. It’s a strange feeling not be-

ing in Saratoga for the summer. It’s been my summer 
home for essentially my entire life. My first visit in 
1991 began my attendance for the last 28 seasons. 

Saratoga is the root of my deep love for this game. 
Long before I worked on the track, I knew I wanted to 
train racehorses. As a kid I would drive to the track 
with my dad, stop at Winchester’s for lunch, park off 
East Avenue, take the escalator to Section M and bet 
$2 of my dad’s money on each race. 

I miss Saratoga. I miss hearing the paddock bell. I miss riding on the main and 
having the sight of the grandstand take my breath away as the sunrise lights it up. I 
miss seeing the horseplayers scrambling across Union with their coolers and racing 
forms. I miss going up to Section M and having a beer with my parents. I miss seeing 
the same bathroom attendant that has worked there since my childhood. I miss taking 
my dog on the golf cart to run errands. I miss the quiet of the backside after the last 
race. I miss the place that started it all.

Eventually I’ll return but for now it’s Kentucky. I’ll think about Saratoga until we 
meet again. Hopefully sooner rather than later. 

– Kelly Wheeler

Kelly Wheeler (that’s her on the right with her lucky Secretariat pin during an early visit) has 
come to Saratoga since she was a child, and worked her way up to working with Horse of the Year 
Wise Dan for Charlie LoPresti and being an assistant to Eddie Kenneally. She’s sitting out this one, 
with the Kenneally string in Kentucky.

here&there...in racing
Presented by Shadwell Farm

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“I have no other skills. I’d be delivering the mail 
 or driving a truck. Or mucking stalls.”

Bloodstock agent Mike Ryan, 
on the possibility of making a living outside of racing

Never miss The Special
Sign up for our email listJoin The Special’s 2020 Readers Club

For $35 you get some sweet swag, an early 
email & a sense of belonging in a difficult time.

https://www.brookledge.com/
https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader
https://shadwellfarm.com/
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Small and select. Just two words to 
describe the string Al Stall Jr. shipped 
north from his base at Churchill Downs 
for the 2020 Saratoga meet.

Always one of our favorite stops 
for the Fasig-Tipton Stable Tour, Stall’s 
string features arguably the best horse 
in training in North America (or the 
world?) in Tom’s d’Etat, unraced 2-year-
olds, veterans, grass horses, route hors-
es, you name it. And the string only fills 
nine stalls in his usual spot wedged be-
tween the Morning Line and the back-
stretch kitchens.

“That’s something I ride out until lit-
erally when the ramp is almost down in 
the van,” Stall said about how he decides 
which horses to bring to Saratoga. “Ob-
viously sound horses and ones that fit. 
I’ve made shipping-day changes multiple 
times. Multiple times. The book is out 
by the time we ship so that helps. That’s 
the obvious thing about which ones to 
bring.”

Decked out in his trademark shorts, 
golf shirt and tennis shoes most mornings, one might 
think he’s among those out for a free morning on 
the backstretch. Make no mistake, he’s not in town 
for the tourist season – is that still a thing in 2020 
anyway? – but did make the trip with wife Nicole 
and children Albert III and Greta. Shrewd, savvy and 
skilled, Stall is here to win and he’s done it quite a bit 
with a string at Saratoga for about 25 years.

Stall put his name in the win column with his 
first starter last week and aims for one of the meet’s 
biggest prizes next Saturday when Tom’s d’Etat 
runs in the Grade 1 Whitney. 

The trainer talked about the string from the out-
side rail of Clare Court this week while watching 
the stakes-placed German-bred filly Dalika take a 
few spins around the historic training track.  

Locally Owned: G M B Racing’s 4-year-old gelding by 
Distorted Humor out of multiple graded stakes winner Fifty-
shadesofhay showed up in Saratoga not long after winning a 
9-furlong Churchill allowance June 26. He’s won two of 12 with 
four seconds and two thirds. Entered in today’s eighth race, 
9-furlong optional claimer on the main track. “Won his last at 
Churchill and looked nice, coming through on the rail with Ty-
ler Gaffalione. Two turns, two turns. Seems to have found his 
niche going the further the better. He’s come our way the last 

couple races. We’re starting to like him. He’s figuring it out at 
age 4.”

Dalika: Gray German-bred 4-year-old Pastorius filly takes a 
couple spins around Clare Court, the first at a fast clip after 
seeing a pair from another barn ahead of her. Owned by Bal 
Mar Equine, she finished second in the License Fee Stakes July 
3 at Belmont Park. She started career in native country before 
being stakes placed in France. Stall took over last year and she 
placed in Saratoga’s Riskaverse and Churchill’s Grade 2 Mrs. 
Revere. Won her 2020 debut at Churchill May 21. “Second in 
that storm. I think she ran an OK race. She was favorite to 
win but I couldn’t see much on the TV. She has one of those 
unusual call lines. It was an eight-horse field and she’s eighth, 
eighth, eighth, second by a half-length. A lot of traffic stuff, but 
she figures to be competitive in the Caress Aug. 1. This is her 
here. Difficult to train for whatever reason. She’s got rigs on 
her, special bridle, special lip chain. She’s a nice filly, pleasant, 
but it doesn’t bother her though, she carries her weight well.”

A few minutes later and before Stall can talk about Zero To 
Sixty in detail, Dalika comes rolling up to a pair of Tom Bush 
trainees, ready to slip past them on the inside.

“Watch out, watch out, watch out. See, that’s the problem 
we run into. Especially if she sees other horses. We might have 
to go to Plan B with that bridle. She’s wearing like a snake bit, 
leather chain, and she wants to get her head up a bit. She’ll 
stop. At least she stops. Hopefully.”

Zero To Sixty: Columbine Stable’s unraced 
3-year-old American Pharoah filly out of Grade 1 
winner Cat Moves cost $320,000 as a yearling. 
She breezed a half in :49.84 on the Oklahoma turf 
Sunday. “We’ll run her short on the grass.” As 
Stall said, she’s entered for Wednesday going 5 
1/2 furlongs on the turf.

Sir Alfred James: Homebred 4-year-old 
Munnings gelding for Mount Joy Stables, Pope 
McLean, Marc McLean and Pope McLean Jr. 
broke his maiden in debut Jun 13 for a $50,000 
tag. Entered in today’s fifth race. “He’s a half to 
Got Stormy. He won on the dirt but we’ll try one 
of those starters, non-twos, 5 1/2 on the grass. 
Nice horse.”

Tom’s d’Etat: The big horse. Headed to next 
week’s Grade 1 Whitney, 7-year-old son of Smart 
Strike dominated the Oaklawn Mile and Grade 
2 Stephen Foster in his two starts this season. 
He’s in the midst of a four-race win streak dating 
back to last year’s Grade 2 Fayette and Grade 1 
Clark back home in Kentucky. He’s just as much at 
home in Saratoga, where he’s 3-for-4 going back 
to smashing maiden win in 2016. Tom’s d’Etat 
breezed a half under Joel Rosario in company 
with Skamania in :48.22, galloping out in 1:01.22 

and 1:14.28 Friday morning. He breezed 13 days prior to that, 
going a half in :51.40 July 11 at Churchill just before shipping. 
“I would have been up here sooner except we were execut-
ing a stud deal at WinStar. Elliot Walden came out, liked what 
he saw, vetted him out like you would do a private purchase 
horse. Not that that mattered much. He was wonderful on film, 
or digitally I should say.” 

So what’s been the key of late? “Some continuity. He just 
decided to stay sound about two years ago and we had a chance 
to go on with him. The worst race on his form recently would 
be the Pegasus. You could say it was the competition. We got 
him back to the Fair Grounds, abscessed out on a foot. Those 
are things we can live with as opposed to boney stuff. Once we 
got past that and got to do the Alysheba, Foster, Alydar and the 
Woodward, then the races down there (in Kentucky) and a little 
breather in the winter. Just a breather, no rehab, no surgery, 
nothing. He really enjoyed that and he’s come back on fire. The 
Foster was his second race in 213 days. I’m thinking he’s going 
to need a race and he’s .02 off Victory Gallop’s track record. 
Eased up. I’m not going to ask any questions, just going to 
keep doing what he’s doing.” 

Can you take me through the decision to work twice be-
tween the Foster and Whitney? “What I’ve just seen, he worked 
his quote-unquote strong work before the Foster three weeks 
out and it was just something to behold. He doesn’t need 

with 
Al Stall Jr.

Tod Marks
Tom’s d’Etat (here with Brandon Meier and 
Melanie Giddings at Saratoga last summer) is 
the star of the Stall barn.

Continued On Page 8 

http://fasigtipton.com/


7Saturday, July 25, 2020 the Saratoga Special

FIRST CROP  
GRADED STAKES WINNERS  

ACROSS THE BOARD
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anything. You could just tell by that particular work that the 
horse was completely, 1,000 percent dialed in. The way it was 
executed, not necessarily by me even though I had a horse 
with him. A Brad Cox team broke out 60 yards ahead of him 
and Brad Cox’s horses were nice and he’s doing his thing, he 
caught their eye coming to the wire and past the gallop out. It 
looked like he was almost jogging. I looked at my watch from 
the half to the three-quarter, which is three-quarters, 12 and 4, 
and that’s around the turn. He came and dropped his head like 
he’d galloped a mile-and-a-half. Like, ‘We’re good to go.’

How about the notion he’s one of the best if not the best 
horse in training in America? “That doesn’t mean anything to 
me. Just train the horse. Whatever people want to say is fine. 
I’m not going to tit for tat on stuff, like, ‘We ran a 2 on the 
sheets, you ran a 3 1/2.’ I don’t look at stuff like that. Just focus 
on Tom and point for the races we’re going to point for. But it 
makes you feel good that every once in a while you try to do 
the right thing and most of the time in this business it doesn’t 
work out. It’s certainly worked out for us so far.”

Oak Hill: The winner. Dixiana Farms’ homebred Distorted 
Humor colt put the barn on the board in its first start, taking 
1-mile turf maiden last Saturday in his second start. “Ran a 
really nice race. Couldn’t be happier with how everything went. 
He had a good first race going short at Churchill, finishing up 
and the natural progression was to stretch him out. Especially 
when I saw that mile on the inner turf. I thought that was us. 
He made an easy lead and I was happy with how he kicked on. 
We’ve always been high on him. He’s a big horse. He’s proba-
bly better as he goes long. We liked the horse, always liked the 

horse. Came out of the race well and we’ll look toward a race 
at the end.”

Skamania: Owned by partnership of Thomas Boyan Jr., 
Mike Canning and Tom McGill, 5-year-old Adios Charlie mare 
raced twice at Saratoga last year, finishing fifth and third in 
optionals on the dirt. She won twice after the meet and finished 
third in her only two starts this season. “Owned by Tommy Boy 
and a couple guys from New Jersey. She’s a tough, hard-hit-
ting horse. We’ll look for an optional claimer in the next book 
coming up, short.”

Mystical Man: A $25,000 buy at last year’s Fasig-Tipton 
Kentucky October yearling sale who resold to Columbine Sta-
ble this spring for $155,000, 2-year-old Mucho Macho Man 
colt breezed a half on the main track in :49.77 last Saturday. 
“Bought by Keith Dickey, long, long time friend of mine with 
a tremendous eye. I was going to the sale but that was right 
smack in the middle of New Orleans being really, really hot 
(with Covid-19 cases). So I literally have airplane credits and 
credits everywhere because I skipped it. So Keith handled it, 
might have picked out a decent horse for us. He’s a couple 
works from running, probably middle book also. He’s growing 
like his father, he’s getting big. Remember how big Mucho Ma-
cho Man was? He was crazy big.”

Foliage: Claiborne Farm’s and Adele Dilschneider’s sec-
ond generation 2-year-old homebred by Speightstown is a 
half-brother to Grade 1 winner and sire Lea. Out of the stakes-
placed Galileo mare Greenery, colt breezed with Mystical Man 
last week and a half from the gate at Churchill in :49.80 before 
shipping to Saratoga. Stall’s phone rings after discussing the 
filly’s pedigree. “Look, here’s Walker Hancock right now. Isn’t 
that crazy?” After Dalika walked back to the barn and Stall re-
treated to his office he talked about the 2-year-old colt some 
more. “Run in the middle book, second gate work will be this 
weekend. He seems like he has some speed. We’ll try him on 
the dirt first and see what happens. He may end up on turf, 
who knows?”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 6

Tod Marks
Al Stall Jr. brought nine horses to Saratoga this summer.

Never miss The 
Special

Join The Special’s 
2020 Readers Club
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Haskell-G1 winner

AUTHENTIC
Next stop: Louisville

AVENGERS & MYRACEHORSE GOT INTOAVENGERS & MYRACEHORSE GOT INTO

IN JERSEY.

I N TO  M I S C H I E F
w w w . s p e n d t h r i f t f a r m . c o m

C

BY TOM LAW
Laura Moquett and her star mount 

came almost face-to-face with an 
18-wheeler walking out of the pad-
dock back to the stakes barn on their 
first morning training at Saratoga 
Race Course this week. 

Moquett, a one-woman Saratoga 
team and assistant to her husband 
Ron, stopped at the closed gate and 
didn’t encourage the security guard 
to open the gate while another guard 
chatted with the driver of the big rig. 

“I’ll just take another lap,” she 
said, turning her compact chestnut 
horse around and going for another 
spin of Saratoga’s flower-laden pad-
dock. 

Eventually the truck rolled along, 

toward the clubhouse entrance and 
out of sight by the time Moquett re-
turned. 

“I didn’t want to challenge the 
semi,” Moquett said, walking over 
the stone dust path, across Frank Sul-
livan Place and back into the stakes 
barn. “He’s tough, but not that tough. 
With my luck he’d end up bolting and 
wind up somewhere over there.”

Bolt? Maybe. Back down? Not 
likely considering the he Moquett re-
ferred to was Whitmore, whose tough 
reputation comes well earned. 

Whitmore, part of a stacked field Tod Marks
Laura Moquett takes Whitmore for a stroll of the Saratoga Stakes barn – which he shared 
with steeplechase runners this week.

ALFRED G. VANDERBILT PREVIEW

Tough Guy
Sprint veteran Whitmore returns 
to scene of 2018 Forego triumph

Continued On Page 12 

https://www.spendthriftfarm.com/
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S A L E  B E G I N S  S U N D A Y,  S E P T.  13

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

K E E N E L A N D

Most Accomplished
The World's

Yearling Sale

AUTHENTIC
Haskell S. (G1)

Congratulations to the connections of 
Authentic, winner of the Haskell S. (G1) 

at Monmouth.

Year after year, Keeneland September 
consistently delivers a deep marketplace 
offering yearlings that go on to win on 
racing's biggest stages. Your opportunity 
awaits at the 2020 Keeneland September 

Yearling Sale.

http://september.keeneland.com/
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Darley

Making history: it takes foresight
Bernardini also has G2
Blue Grass winner and
Kentucky Derby prospect
Art Collector among his
three-year-old crop.

Paris Lights wins the G1 Coaching Club
American Oaks, givingBernardinihis 
ninth G1 winner as a broodmare sire. 
At the same age, Northern Dancer
was on eight and Buckpasser seven.

In fact, no 17-year-old broodmare 
sire has ever had more G1 winners
nor as many Group, Graded or 
Black Type winners as Bernardini.

He’s a 
grand
sire...

of five for today’s Grade 1 Alfred G. 
Vanderbilt, showed some of that grit 
and toughness a few minutes later after 
he cooled out from his two-lap jog on 
Saratoga’s main track. 

Whitmore picked at grass and nib-
bled on clover while his polar opposite 
barn mates for a few days – steeplechas-
ers in town for their races – kept a close 
eye on the Grade 1-winning sprinter. He 
munched on whatever sticks he could 
find, tried to rub against nail heads on 
posts and playfully led Moquett around 
the small grass patch in the middle of 
the rectangular, courtyard-style barn. 

“I guess it tastes better when you’re 
head is under a board,” Moquett said.

Whitmore, who beat City Of Light 
in the Grade 1 Forego late in the 2018 
meeting, returned to Saratoga this week 
seeking another victory at the top level. He’ll like-
ly need a big effort to get it, facing fellow Grade 
1 winners Firenze Fire and Mind Control and the 
speedy, late-developing Volatile in the 6-furlong 
Vanderbilt. 

Whitmore almost ran in the 2017 edition of the 
Vanderbilt, but his connections pulled him from the 

race with a foot issue. Ron Moquett shipped him 
back to Kentucky, where he resumed the season 
and ended it with a eighth in the Breeders’ Cup 
Sprint at Del Mar. He’s made the last two editions 
of the Sprint, finishing second in 2018 at Churchill 
Downs and third in 2019 at Santa Anita Park. 

Moquett hopes to make the 2020 running at 
Keeneland, where Whitmore won the Grade 2 

Phoenix Stakes in 2017 and finished 
second in the same race in 2018 and 
2019. 

“He’s happy here and he’s happy at 
Keeneland,” said Laura Moquett, who 
gave Whitmore a gallop and trip to the 
starting gate Thursday and a light one-
lap jog Friday. 

Whitmore, the 2-1 second choice 
on the line behind 4-5 favorite Vola-
tile, brings at 2-for-3 record in 2020 to 
the Vanderbilt. All three starts came at 
the Moquetts’ winter base at Oaklawn 
Park, a second in the King Cotton to 
start the year and victories in the Hot 
Springs Stakes and the Grade 3 Count 
Fleet Sprint Handicap.

Nine of Whitmore’s 14 career wins 
have come at Oaklawn, dating back to 
the 2016 season when he earned a spot 
in the Kentucky Derby after a third in 
the Grade 1 Arkansas Derby. 

Laura Moquett, who rides him most 
mornings, marvels at the Pleasantly Per-

fect gelding’s fan following, intelligence and unique 
personality after he looked suspiciously close to go-
ing for a roll in the courtyard Wednesday morning.

“The year he won the Forego we had a sprinkler 
out here to try and get the grass good,” she said. 

Vanderbilt –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Mind Control looks for his third Saratoga Grade 1 win.

Continued On Page 13 

https://www.darleyamerica.com/news/bernardini-effect
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“He was out here grazing in the after-
noon, it was hot and the flies were on 
him and he was looking at that water 
like, ‘I think that’s for me?’ The thing 
is the water was coming right over to-
ward him so he was standing over the 
sprinkler. He’d reach over and play in 
it and it would run all the way down 
his body. 

“He’ll be a water horse one day I 
guess and I’ll have to build him his 
own pond someday. The Whitmore 
Beach I’ll call it. … If I did that in Hot 
Springs I could make so much money. 
People would come from all over to 
come visit him out in a field.  Every-
body rallies behind a guy that does it 
pretty much the hard way. His per-
sonality and being kind of a toughie 
make people kind of dig him, too.”

Whitmore will need that toughness 
in the Vanderbilt and against Volatile, 
who carries two pounds less at 121 
off a near-track-record victory in the 
$100,000 Aristides Stakes June 6 at 
Churchill. 

Volatile won that 6-furlong event 
by 8 lengths in 1:07.57, just .02 off 
Indian Chant’s record set in July 2007 
and faster than the 1:07.77 Kona 
Gold took winning the 2000 Breed-
ers’ Cup Sprint. Trained by Steve As-
mussen, who conditioned last year’s 
champion male sprinter Mi-
tole, Volatile brings a 4-for-5 
record to the Vanderbilt. 

“Both of his races this 
year have been extremely 
impressive to watch,” As-
mussen said while watching 
a set train on the Oklahoma 
Friday morning. “Now we 
get the chance to see how he 
fares against the best sprint-
ers in training. It’s quite the 
test for him but I think off his 
two races this year he more 
than deserves the chance.”

Firenze Fire also brings 
Grade 1 credentials to the 
Vanderbilt and looks to top 
last year’s distant fourth be-
hind Imperial Hint. He re-
bounded with better efforts 
after that run with seconds 
in two Grade 1s, a fifth in 
the Breeders’ Cup Sprint and 
back-to-back stakes wins to 
end 2019. He started 2020 

with a 4-length score in the Grade 3 
General George at Laurel Park before 
his trainer, Jason Servis, was one of 
27 individuals indicted on illegal dop-
ing charges.

Ron Lombardi, who owns and 
bred Firenze Fire in his Mr Amore 
Stable name, transferred the 5-year-
old son of Poseidon’s Warrior to Kel-
ly Breen after the indictments were 
handed down by the U.S Attorney’s 
Office for the Southern District of 
New York. He finished fourth, beat-
en 12 1/4 lengths by Vekoma, in his 
first start for Breen in the slop in the 
Grade 1 Carter before a victory in the 
Grade 2 True North at Belmont. Irad 
Ortiz Jr. rides Firenze Fire, the 4-1 
third choice. 

Mind Control registered both of 
his Grade 1 wins at Saratoga – in 
the 2018 Hopeful and 2019 H. Allen 
Jerkens. The 4-year-old son of Stay 
Thirsty started the year with back-to-
back Grade 3 victories at Aqueduct in 
the Toboggan and Tom Fool Handi-
cap before a sixth in the Carter. John 
Velazquez rode Mind Control in his 
Grade 1 wins and returns today on 
the 6-1 fourth choice for trainer Greg 
Sacco. 

Calumet Farm’s Lexitonian short-
ens up from a victory going 7 furlongs 
at Churchill in his last start and runs 
for trainer Jack Sisterson. He’s 20-1 
on the line with Tyler Gaffalione 
named to ride from the rail. 

Vanderbilt –
 Continued from page 12

Coady Photo
Volatile is the heavy favorite in the Vanderbilt.

http://fasigtipton.com/
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BY SEAN CLANCY
Tino and Kevin Attard were look-

ing for a horse, one who could pay 
her way in Florida, maybe one the 
father/son team could take back to 
Woodbine in the spring. The Attards 
had lost a few shakes during the Gulf-
stream Park winter meet when they 
wrote out another claim slip and 
dropped it in the box. 

They won the shake that day. And 
hit the lottery. 

Making her first start since Jorge 
Navarro claimed her for $16,000, 
Starship Jubilee rallied to finish sec-
ond for the same price. It was the last 
time she ran for a price. 

“At Gulfstream you can shake a lot 
of times before you get one, we hap-
pened to lose a few shakes and won 
a shake for her,” Kevin Attard said. 

“She looked like on paper she wanted 
to stretch out a little bit, she had been 
primarily sprinting, she had a couple 
of races at 7 ½. She seemed like she 
would appreciate going a little further 
because she was always closing in her 
races. She just looked like a handy 
horse.

The Florida-bred daughter of Indy 
Wind won a state-bred first-level al-
lowance in her next start, an open 
starter in her next and an open 
first-level allowance in her next for 
owner/trainer/father Tino Attard. 

The Attards were out. And just get-
ting started. 

“She’s exceeded all expectations Tod Marks
Starship Jubilee (center) battles to the finish when third behind Significant Form (right) in 
last year’s Ballston Spa, held on Travers Day.

BALLSTON SPA STAKES PREVIEW

Claim to Fame
Starship Jubilee continues climb 
from claimer to Grade 1 winner 

Continued On Page 15 

Horse
One

“I didn’t sign the ticket, but I selected him and picked him out. I saw him at 
Stone Farm before the sale and he was a very good-looking yearling. He looked 
like Storm Bird, he’s in-bred to him 3x3. He wasn’t a typical Giant’s Causeway. He 
favored Storm Cat and further back to Storm Bird. Ocean Crest (broodmare sire 
of Bricks And Mortar) is by Storm Bird and so is Storm Cat (grandsire). He was a 
very elegant, very classic horse with a lot of presence and quality. He blew me 
away. 

“We bought him for Seth Klarman for $200,000. I think we only had to bid once. 
I was kind of shocked. Seth’s comfort range is 200 to 400 and if you work hard 
enough and you’re patient, you can do it. We’re going to buy our share of slow 
horses, but you’ve got to give them time to become who they can become. It’s 
very satisfying to see one do as well as he did. You’re happy for the horse, happy 
for the owners who did right by him and were rewarded. He carried everybody 
along last year – he was Horse of the Year, Seth was Owner of the Year, George 
Strawbridge was Breeder of the Year and Chad (Brown) was Trainer of the Year 
and Irad (Ortiz) was Jockey of the Year.”

Unraced at 2, Bricks And Mortar won 11 of 13 starts, including his last seven, earned 
$7,085,650 and was sold to Japan as a stallion.

BRICKS AND MORTAR, 2015
Mike Ryan

SEPTEMBER
S U N .  1 3  -  F R I .  2 5

Buyers and sellers remember 
some names from Keeneland 
September sales of years past. 

http://september.keeneland.com/
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Pin Oak Stud

and dreams anyways, right,” Kevin 
Attard said. “She just got on a good 
roll and developed into the horse she 
is today.”

Some horse. 
With Kevin Attard as trainer, 

Starship Jubilee ventured to Wood-
bine in May, 2017, swiping the Grade 
2 Nassau and the Grade 2 Dance 
Smartly, part of a five-race win streak 
that season for co-owners Attard and 
Soli Mehta. In 2018, she won the Sun-
shine Millions Filly & Mare Turf and 
the Grade 2 Canadian at Woodbine 
as part of a $269,707 season. Attard 
and Mehta, through Brookdale Sales, 
offered their star at Keeneland No-
vember Sale but she failed to sell for 
$425,000. Bonnie Baskin’s Blue Heav-
en Farm bought the bay mare private-
ly and decided to keep the cards on 
the table. She won three of seven, 
including another Sunshine Millions, 
another Canadian and the best one 
yet, the Grade 1 E.P. Taylor at Wood-
bine in 2019. She finished last season 
with a second in the Grade 3 Cardi-
nal at Churchill Downs. A 6-year-old 
mare, who had long since paid for 
herself, now owned by commercial 
breeders, in November, the breeding 
shed was certainly an option. 

“Sure, definitely, we considered it,” 
Attard said. “We thought we’d give 

her a shot in the Sunshine Millions, 
see how she fared and go from there. 
She won that race pretty easy. We said 
we’ll give her another shot and if she 
seems to enjoy what she’s doing and 
she’s competitive, we’ll think about 
continuing to race her. Sure enough, 
she comes back and wins the Suwanee 
River. Then she wins the Hillsbor-
ough…”

If you’re counting that’s 3-for-3 
in 2020. The breeding shed’s doors 
stayed closed.

“She seems better than ever. As 
long as she’s healthy and happy, then 
we’ll continue to race her this year 
and take it from there,” Attard said. 
“The main thing is she has been sound 
and healthy, there hasn’t been an issue 
where you’re contemplating, ‘Can we 
get one more out of her?’ ” 

So far, they’ve gotten 14 wins (10 
stakes) out of the overachieving mare.

“She turned out to be a very spe-
cial horse, she’s been a joy to have,” 
Attard said. “She’s not a very big 
horse, that helps, right. She’s pretty 
feisty, has a lot of attitude towards 
her, you’ve got to keep your eyes 
peeled when she’s on the shed walking 
around, getting groomed or bathed. 
She’s headstrong galloping, she makes 
you earn your money that’s for sure. 

It’s worth it. 
Starship Jubilee returns to Sarato-

ga as second-choice in the Grade 2 
Ballston Spa. Today’s feature is card-

Ballston Spa –
 Continued from page 14

Tod Marks
Sistercharlie is 2-5 in the Ballston Spa, her first start of 2020.

Continued On Page 16 

http://pinoakstud.com/
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ed as the third race, post time at 2:18. Last year, 
Starship Jubilee finished third in the Ballston Spa, 
beaten a half-length by Significant Form and Indian 
Blessing. 

“She was a little rank. It took her a little time to 
settle into position, she can be that way, she closed 
hard and wasn’t beaten far. It was a real good out-
ing for her, hopefully we can be just a little bit bet-
ter this time. Arguably, off her first three races this 
year, you could say she’s better than ever.”

After her third win, Starship Jubilee freshened at 
Niall Brennan Stable in Ocala, posting a 3-furlong 
breeze May 19 before heading back to Woodbine 
where she’s breezed eight times in preparation for 
today’s stakes. 

“I thought it took her a little bit of time to come 
around in the morning, in her works, but her last 
three works have been pretty sharp, she seems 
ready to get going now,” Attard said.

The 44-year-old trainer has won 488 races in his 
career that began in 2001. He’s 0-for-2 at Saratoga. 

“It would be special for sure. To win any kind 
of race at Saratoga would be nice, a feather in your 
cap, obviously to win a graded race there would be 
that much sweeter. I was brought up in this game, 
I’ve enjoyed from a young boy, my dad’s family is 
heavily involved, I have a son who loves it. It’s in 

our blood, just runs through our veins,” Attard 
said. “It’s definitely been a great ride with her. I’ve 
claimed a couple of nice horses, Calgary Cat and 
Melmich, but when you claim one for 16 and she 
becomes a Grade 1 winner, she’s obviously the best 
claim I’ve made.”

The Grade 2 Ballston Spa shapes up tougher 
than that Grade 1 win. Champion Sistercharlie 
returns from another winter off ending the 2019 
season with a third in the Breeders’ Cup Filly and 
Mare Turf at Santa Anita Park. She won that race 
in 2018 to complete a 4-for-5 season, which includ-
ed a victory in the Grade 1 Diana at 9 furlongs on 
the Mellon Turf Course, that resulted in the Eclipse 
Award for champion turf female. 

Trainer Chad Brown gave her the winter off af-
ter her championship season and she returned at 
Saratoga to win a second straight Diana in 2019. 
A third Diana looked in the cards when Brown and 
owner Peter Brant decided to bring the Irish-bred 
mare back for her 6-year-old campaign and it still 
could be with a later date on the shuffled Saratoga 

stakes schedule. The Diana will now run Sunday, 
Aug. 23. 

John Velazquez, aboard for all 10 of Sisterchar-
lie’s American starts, returns aboard the 2-5 favor-
ite on the morning line. She’s won 10 of 15 starts 
– including seven of 10 in the U.S. – and earned 
$3,662,003. 

Call Me Love starts for the hottest trainer on the 
grounds – Christophe Clement – and looks to im-
prove off her first two U.S. starts against top com-
petitions. She finished second, beaten 2 lengths by 
Rushing Fall, in the Grade 3 Beaugay on Belmont’s 
delayed Opening Day and then checked in fourth at 
a short price in the Grade 2 New York at Belmont 
June 27. Joel Rosario takes the call on the 5-1 third 
choice. 

Bramble Queen, winner of back-to-back starts 
at Tampa Bay Downs and Delaware Park for Mike 
Dini; and North Broadway, the expected pacesetter 
for Brant and Brown, complete the field if it stays 
on the grass. Todd Pletcher entered Another Broad 
main track only. 

Ballston Spa –
 Continued from page 15
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BY PAUL HALLORAN
Alfred Gwynne Vanderbilt was destined 

to join a prestigious club in 1935.
The original plan was for it to be the Yale 

University alumni, but it turned out to be The 
Jockey Club, and it’s hard to imagine he could 
have accomplished any more as a Yalie than 
in his seven decades in Thoroughbred racing.

“He was halfway through Yale and said, 
‘What am I doing here?’ He knew what he 
wanted to do. He was already a scholar in 
horse racing,” said Michelle Tenney, who 
wrote the book “Cerise and White: Mem-
ories of Alfred G. Vanderbilt’s Sagamore 
Farm.”

Vanderbilt, for whom today’s Saratoga 
Race Course feature race is named, became 
the youngest member of the Jockey Club 
at age 22. He served as president of Pimli-
co Race Course, where his mother had first 
taken him when he was 9, and bought the 
track in 1938, the year he arranged the fa-

mous match race between War Admiral and 
Seabiscuit. 

There were 40,000 in attendance at Pim-
lico and 40 million listening on the radio, 
including President Franklin Delano Roos-
evelt, who reportedly paused a cabinet meet-
ing to listen to the race, won by Seabiscuit in 
what was considered a major upset.

Vanderbilt had taken ownership of Saga-
more Farm on his 21st birthday in 1933, a 
gift from his mother, whose father, Isaac Em-
erson, founded the farm in 1925. Sagamore 
stayed in the family until 1987, when Van-
derbilt sold it to developer Jim Ward. Under 
Armour founder Kevin Plank bought it in 
2007 and remains the owner of what those 
associated with it consider hallowed ground.

“I love this farm,” said Debbie Moorfield, 
who worked at Sagamore from 1980-84 and 
came back in 2013. She has maintained close 
relationships with others who worked there, Susie Raisher

A statue of Vanderbilt’s Native Dancer welcomes guests to Saratoga.

Ultimate Sportsman 
Vanderbilt race honors legendary owner

Continued On Page 20 
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including her husband, Steve, whom she met at Sag-
amore and married in 1984. 

“It’s where I got my start and where I learned 
so much. I tell people I went to the University of 
Sagamore,” she said.

That is an institution that was ably led by Van-
derbilt in the 54 years it was under his control. 
Prior to Yale, he had studied at the prestigious St. 
Paul’s School in New Hampshire, where it is safe 
to assume he was the only student getting the Dai-
ly Racing Form mailed to him, wrapped in brown 
paper so school leaders would not be aware of his 
extracurricular interests.

Even before he made the decision that match-
ups like Seabiscuit versus War Admiral would be 
more appealing to him than Harvard-Yale, Van-
derbilt knew that his future lay in racing, even if 
that were not the family business on his father’s 
side. His great-great grandfather, Commodore Cor-
nelius Vanderbilt, established the family fortune 
in the shipping and railroad industries. He built 
Grand Central Depot in New York, the precursor 
to Grand Central Station, which was completed 
by his grandson, Cornelius Vanderbilt II. The elder 
Vanderbilt also provided the initial $1 million gift 
in 1873 to the university in Tennessee that bears the 
family name.

The first Alfred Gwynne Vanderbilt, one of seven 
children of Cornelius II, was a horseman and mem-
ber of the Coaching Club of America, for whom last 
Saturday’s feature was named. He was a passenger 
on the RMS Lusitania when it was sunk by a Ger-
man torpedo in 1915. According to published ac-
counts, he gave his lifejacket to a young mother even 
though he could not swim, and he died at age 37.

Those who knew his son will tell you that he in-
herited his father’s concern for others.

“He was really nice to everybody,” Moorfield 
said of A.G. Vanderbilt the younger. “He couldn’t 
have been nicer to the staff. No one was afraid to 
talk to him. He liked to hear how we were doing.”

Vanderbilt went about the business of building 
a formidable operation that featured some world-
class horses over the years, none better than Native 
Dancer. He owned the dam, Geisha – a progeny of 
Sagamore’s first foundation horse, the Hall-of-Fam-
er Discovery – and bred her to Polynesian. Native 
Dancer won 21 of 22 lifetime starts, the only blem-
ish a loss to Dark Star in the 1953 Kentucky Der-
by. Native Dancer was named Horse of the Year in 
1952 and 1954 and champion 3-year-old male in 
1953. He is one of a dozen Sagamore horses buried 
in a cemetery at the Glyndon, Md. farm. 

If you have visited Saratoga in the last five years, 
you most likely passed the statue of Native Dancer 
at the intersection of Circular Street and Union Av-
enue, donated by the late Marylou Whitney.

Vanderbilt –
 Continued from page 18

Tod Marks
Mary Eppler, Alfred Vanderbilt Jr. and John Velazquez talk 
shop before Traitor’s start in the 1996 Futurity at Belmont.

Continued On Page 21 
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Vanderbilt, who served as a PT 
Boat captain in the Navy, made his 
mark not only as a horse owner, but 
also a racetrack executive. In addition 
to Pimilico, he was an original mem-
ber of the Westchester Racing Associ-
ation, which operated Belmont Park 
before NYRA, and he eventually be-
came president of Belmont.

Vanderbilt was an innovator, pro-
moting the use of a public address 
system at the track and the photo-fin-
ish camera. He was a hunting com-
panion of Ernest Hemingway and a 
friend to Hollywood stars, including 
Elizabeth Taylor.

His stable stars included Find, 
Next Move and Hall of Famer Bed 
o’ Roses. His last chance to capture 
the Kentucky Derby went by the way-
side in 1997 when Traitor, trained by 
Mary Eppler, was injured in a freak 
accident at Hialeah Park and taken 
off the Derby trail.

“It was wonderful training for 
him,” said Eppler, who is still active 
with 15 horses stabled at Pimlico and 
15 in Florida. “He would call me at 
10 a.m. every day to check on his 
horses – and I better not be on the 
phone with somebody else. He de-
served his time.”

He was also very generous with it, 
as Tenney can attest. She spent many 
weekends at his Long Island home re-
searching her book, poring over scrap-
books and listening to his stories.

“He was all about the horses, not 
himself,” said Tenney, who worked at 
Sagamore from 1982-88. “He had a 
lot of money, but he was a very sim-
ple, down-to-earth man.”

Those who are charged with carry-
ing on the Vanderbilt and Sagamore 
legacy relish the responsibility.

“It’s a really special place,” said 
Hunter Rankin, Sagamore’s presi-
dent. “Because of the beauty, because 
of the history. We are trying to re-cre-
ate as best we can what Mr. Vander-
bilt did for 50 years.”

Sagamore is part-owner of Global 
Campaign, who won the Monmouth 
Cup Stakes last Saturday, won the 
Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare Turf 
with Shared Account in 2010 and 
bred 2019 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile 
Fillies Turf winner Sharing. The Sag-
amore people would love nothing 

more than to one day capture the race 
named for their founder.

“We’ve always wanted to win that 
race,” Rankin said. “We had Recruit-
ing Ready who fit the bill but we nev-
er could get him ready at that time of 
year. It’s a great race.”

Steve Klesaris can relate. He trained 
2007 Vanderbilt winner Diabolical, a 
horse he bought with Jeff Puglisi for 
$300,000 at the OBS Calder 2-year-
olds in training sale in 2005. He won 
five of 10 starts as a 3-year-old in 
2006 and shared a van ride from Fair 
Hill to Pimlico with the ill-fated Bar-
baro before the Preakness.

Diabolical finished second in the 
2007 Carter before taking a sprint 
stakes at Pimlico and going by Attila’s 
Storm to win the Vanderbilt.

“It’s nice to win any race at Sara-
toga, never mind a graded stakes,” 
said Klesaris, a New England native 
who campaigns horses in New York 
and the Mid-Atlantic. “A race like the 
Vanderbilt is very prestigious.”

After the win, Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum was im-
pressed enough to make an offer that 
Puglisi and Klesaris could not refuse. 
Diabolical ran 12 of his last 13 races 
overseas, returning to the U.S. to get 
beaten by a head by Desert Code in 
the 2008 Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint. 

Sheikh Mohammed invited Klesa-
ris and Puglisi to attend the Golden 
Shaheen in Dubai in 2009, “a trip of 
a lifetime,” according to the trainer. 

There would be an unexpected 
reunion for Diabolical and Klesaris, 
who brought Tempted To Tapit to 
New Mexico in 2010 to run in the 
Sunland Park Derby. When he went 
into the racing office, he noticed a 
poster on the wall advertising the stal-
lion Diabolical, who was standing at 
a farm a half-hour away. 

“I didn’t even know he was out 
there,” said Klesaris, who happily 
made the trip to see his former star. 
“It was a nice reunion.”

NOTES: The race began in 1985 
and was run as the A Phenomenon 
before being renamed in 2000 . . . 
There have been two back-to-back 
winners, Cognizant in 1985-86 and 
Imperial Hint in 2018-19, including a 
track-record 1:07.92 last year . . . The 
leading jockeys with four wins are Pat 
Day and Javier Castellano, who has 
won the last three . . . Trainers Allen 
Jerkens and D. Wayne Lukas each 
saddled three winners.

Vanderbilt –
 Continued from page 20

https://starlightracing.com/


22 Saturday, July 25, 2020the Saratoga Special

When Dick Leahy and partner John Meriwether 
jumped into Thoroughbred racing, their Waterville 
Lake Stable bought 20 yearlings – and soon decided 
that was not the right business model. 

“We had 16 colts and four fillies and after a cou-
ple years we asked ourselves, ‘What are we doing?’ 
If you have a well-bred colt that can’t run very fast, 
his value is close to zero,” Leahy said. “A filly that 
is well-bred that can run a little, you have some 
equity. You don’t have the home run, the stallion 
prospect, but you stay around for a longer period.”

So they thought a bit more long term, and 
changed strategies – a plan that lined up with 
Leahy’s profession in the investment world. He 
co-founded Episteme Capital, a global investment 
manager.

“What I do (for work) is quantitative and fun-
damental, both,” he said Thursday. “I think of rac-
ing and breeding as having some similarities where 
you’re digging into the data and not just making 
intuitive decisions but trying to look at as many 

pieces of data as you can.”
The result has meant racing and breeding success 

for Waterville Lake (Leahy and partners) and Oak 
Bluff Stable (Leahy, solo). They’ve bred or owned 
such New York-bred luminaries as Sea Foam, Ther-
apist, Audible, Hessonite, Strike It Rich, Miss Val-
entine, Mariensky, Akilina and a $775,000 yearling 
of 2019 named Brattle House among others.

Add Thursday stakes winner Fresco to the port-
folio. 

Owned by Oak Bluff, and trained by Christo-
phe Clement, the 3-year-old filly lived up to her 1-2 
odds with a score in the $100,000 Statue of Liberty 
Stakes – a division of the New York Stallion Series. 
The daughter of Freud came into the race a maiden, 
but that did little to discourage anyone from tout-
ing her quality off three prior starts – a third and 
a fourth in open company at Gulfstream Park and 

a second against New York-breds at Belmont Park 
in June.

“They were pretty salty races she was in, I was 
pleased every time she ran,” said Leahy. “Her last 
race (a nose defeat) I think she did hang, at least 
to me it seemed like she did. I even talked about 
it with Christophe. In training, I always wonder if 
we’re teaching some horses to stay with the oth-
er horse too much. Some horses want to put their 
heads in front. Others might not. They might think 
they’re being trained to stay with the other horse all 
the time. I’m not a trainer, so I don’t know . . . she 
ran away from them this time so maybe some just 
take a little longer to learn about it.”

There was no hanging Thursday. Fresco sat fifth 
of six early for Irad Ortiz Jr., angled outside off 
the turn and ran past Dixie Cannon to win by 1 
¾ lengths in 1:45.43 for 1 1/16 miles on the inner 
course. Nick Scissors was third.

Tod Marks
Fresco (left) skips home with a stakes win – while breaking her maiden – in Thursday’s Statue of Liberty.

Fresco follows in older brother’s footsteps in Statue of Liberty 

SARATOGA RACING RECAP

Added Success

Continued On Page 23 
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A full-sister to $534,345 earner 
Therapist, Fresco is out of Lady Re-
naissance. The daughter of Smart 
Strike raced for Waterville Lake and 
Clement in 2006 and 2007 before 
being bred and offered for sale in 
2009. Leahy paid $15,000 for her. 
Her first three foals to race (by Ber-
nstein, War Front and Gio Ponti) 
won two races combined. The next, 
Therapist, picked up the slack with 
eight wins (seven stakes) including 
the open-company First Defence at 
Belmont June 7. 

“She never won a stakes and only 
ran in one, but she had stakes caliber 
numbers and her career was cut a lit-
tle short so we didn’t get there,” Le-
ahy said of Lady Renaissance. “I just 
thought she looked pretty interesting 
and bought her. The program in New 
York is very attractive, Freud was 
there, he’s a full-brother to Giant’s 
Causeway and I thought that was an 
interesting match. We got Therapist.”

And now Fresco. The dark bay 
was part of a fast start to the meet for 

Clement, who won with nine of his 
first 21 starters to take a narrow lead 
in the standings. To Leahy, the suc-
cess is much-deserved, as Clement has 
long been a key part of the breeder’s 
success. And the Clement barn was 
rocked by the death of 10 horses in a 
van accident on the New Jersey Turn-
pike June 7. The tractor trailer was 
on its way to New York from Florida 
when it struck a concrete divider and 
caught fire. 

Waterville Lake runner Apogee 
died in the fire, and Leahy won’t for-
get the phone call from Clement af-
terward.

“When he called me he was in 
tears, and it wasn’t because he was 
concerned about my reaction,” the 
owner said. “It’s one thing to be the 
owner/breeder but you don’t live with 
them day in and day out. They’re 
like children to them. On that day, 
Therapist won the open stakes which 
was pretty exciting for me, yet it just 
didn’t have the same excitement that 
it otherwise would have had. 

“Having success has hopefully 
been a little bit of a distraction from 
the devastation. I’m happy for him 
and everyone in the barn.”

– Joe Clancy

• Clement’s three-win day start-
ed with 2-year-old filly Plum Ali in 
the third and ended with 4-year-
old French-bred filly Simplicity in 
the sixth. Plum Ali caught Stunning 
Princess in the stretch and won by 2 
lengths in her debut. Bred by Stone 
Farm, the daughter of First Samurai 
scored for Michael Dubb, Madaket 
Stable and Bethlehem Stable. Rac-

ing for Scott Krase and Peter Stokes, 
Simplicity won a four-way photo in 
1-mile allowance on the inner turf. 
The daughter of Casamento was mak-
ing her American debut after winning 
once in 10 French starts and selling 
for $164,679 at the Arqana Saint-
Cloud Arc sale last fall. Joel Rosario 
rode both winners.

Recap –
 Continued from page 22

Tod Marks
Simplicity (8) rallies late on the way to a win in Thursday’s sixth race.

Continued On Page 24 
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• Irad Ortiz Jr. rode five winners 
Thursday – Fresco, Thomas Shelby 
in the second, Irish Front in the fifth, 
Bertranda in the seventh and Admiral 
Lynch in the ninth. While bidding to tie 
a Saratoga record with six wins on a 
single card, his mount in the 10th (Dep-
uty Flag) was scratched at the start. 
Admiral Lynch, trained by Mike Maker 
for Dubb and Bethlehem, won a classy 
allowance on the dirt – drawing off by 
4 ¼ lengths over favorite Honest Mis-
chief going 6 ½ furlongs.

• Chad Brown kept pace with Clem-
ent among the trainers with a Thursday 
double – Irish-bred French Reef in a 
turf-sprint maiden for Louis Lazzinnaro and Albert 
Frassetto and Financialstability in the finale for 
Klaravich Stable. 

Fast work in Quick Call
Less than a minute into Friday’s Grade 3 Quick 

Call – and still several yards before the finish of 
the 5 ½-furlong turf sprint – and Linda Rice saw 
enough to move from her spot under the clubhouse 
toward the winner’s circle. 

While the heels of Rice’s boots clicked off the 

concrete and then the hardwood of the porch, the 
smattering of horsemen and onlookers on the apron 
saw Turned Aside and Jose Lezcano do that to the 
five others in the $100,000 stakes for 3-year-olds. 

“Good win and we finally turned the tables on 
that Jack And Noah,” Rice said after watching Paul 
Pompa Jr.’s homebred son of American Pharoah on 
a small TV in the big screen area under the club-
house typically packed with horsemen and fans. 

Rice watched it alone, her trusty stack of pro-
gram pages in hand as Turned Aside collected his 
first stakes victory. He won by 1 3/4 lengths from 
the late running Old Chestnut with Fore Left third, 

Flap Jack fourth and 9-10 favorite Jack 
And Noah fifth. Turned Aside won in 
1:01.99.

Rice and Pompa opted to change tac-
tics for the Quick Call and send Turned 
Aside from the start. Lezcano got the 
second foal out of the Grade 3-placed 
War Front mare Sustained away from 
the gate quick and then immediately 
were handed an advantage when Jack 
And Noah broke a beat slow. 

“We felt if we didn’t engage early we 
were just going to hand it over to Jack 
And Noah and we’ve done enough of 
that already,” Rice said. 

Jack And Noah, who recovered from 
his slow beginning and enough to en-
gage the leaders on the far turn, beat 
Turned Aside in three prior meetings in-
cluding last time Sir Cat Stakes at Bel-
mont Park June 19. The first loss came 
in a maiden race last fall at Belmont and 

another in the Atlantic Beach Stakes at Aqueduct. 
Rice saw improved training the last few weeks 

and hoped the change in tactics and venue could 
reverse the outcome. 

“Sometimes you change courses and one horse 
prefers Belmont and one horse prefers Saratoga,” 
Rice said. “I thought our horse has been training 
great all spring and maybe we could turn the tables 
on him on a different course.” 

– Tom Law 

Recap –
 Continued from page 23

Continued On Page 25 

Chelsea Durand/NYRA
Turned Aside prevails in Friday’s Quick Call.
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• Jim Bond believes in a similar angle for Cerratalto, 
who stepped out of state-bred company to win the eighth.

“That’s a good win for the house horse,” said Bond, 
relaxing before the feature with his wife Tina. Cerratalto 
carried the Bond Stable’s blue and white colors and jock-
ey Luis Saez to a 1-length win in the 6-furlong option-
al. Winless in four prior starts at Saratoga and off since 
mid-February, Jim Bond liked his chances going into the 
$76,000 event. 

“The last three weeks up here he just done really, really 
well,” Bond said. “He loves it here, loves this track. He 
doesn’t like Belmont, but likes Aqueduct. I guess I’ll just 
put him away when racing’s at Belmont and not here or 
Aqueduct.”

A homebred by the Bond-trained multiple Grade 1 
winner Tizway out of the Dixie Brass mare Riserva, Cer-
retalto improved to 7-for-16 overall. 

– Tom Law

• Ray Handal picked up his second win of the meet 
when Irish Constitution, a first-time starter by Constitu-
tion, won the fifth, a state-bred maiden going 5 1/2 fur-
longs on the dirt. Perrine Time Thoroughbreds’ and West 
Paces Racing’s filly got up at the wire to edge Party At 
Page’s by a nose in 1:05.02. 

• Mike Miceli continued his strong start thus far at 
the meet with his first win in the fourth with Stay Fond. 
The 6-year-old mare won the $12,500 claimer at 7 fur-
longs in her second start since being claimed by Miceli for 
$10,000 Feb. 14 at Aqueduct. 

• Rice also won the seventh with Magnolia’s Lady to 
give her six wins at the meet, good for third in the stand-
ings behind Christophe Clement and Chad Brown head-
ing into today’s card. 

Cross Border dominates Lubash
Jose Ortiz knew exactly what to do in Wednesday’s in-

augural running of the $85,000 Lubash Stakes and Cross 
Border did the rest. 

“I just wanted to ride him like he was much the best,” 
Ortiz said after Cross Border dismantled his three oppo-
nents in the 1 1/16-mile turf stakes. 

Cross Border, a $100,000 purchase by the Wycoff 
family’s Three Diamonds Farm at the 2018 Fasig-Tipton 
Kentucky July horses of racing age sale, registered his 
first stakes victory in the Lubash after making six straight 
starts against open company and four of those runs in 
graded stakes. Fifth in the Grade 1 Manhattan last time 
out and close in his three other graded tries, Cross Border 
won by 6 1/4 lengths for Ortiz and trainer Mike Maker. 

Maker picked the Lubash, named for the two-time 
champion New York-bred turf male, over other graded 
stakes early in the meet like Sunday’s Grade 2 Bernard 
Baruch to give the 6-year-old English Channel ridgling a 
bit of relief after three winless starts this year. 

“Plus, it was a four-horse field here and a drop in class 
can’t hurt,” Maker said. 

Cross Border came out a bit from his inside post at the 
start, bumped with The J Y before Ortiz let him settle into 
third past the empty Saratoga stand and into the clubhouse 
turn. Blewitt set the pace in his first start on grass, taking 
the field through splits of :25.48, :48.95 and 1:12.49 over 

Recap –
 Continued from page 24

Tod Marks
Cross Border pulls away to win Wednesday’s Lubash Stakes.

Continued On Page 26 
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the firm ground that took a little moisture overnight 
and in the morning Thursday. 

Ortiz tipped out around the far turn, gained 
ground and rolled past Blewitt in the lane. They 
extended the lead in deep stretch while Rapt made 
steady progress well out into the middle of course 
to nip Blewitt on the wire for the place spot. The 
J Y finished fourth. Cross Border won in 1:41.75. 

Cross Border also improved to 4-for-4 on Sara-
toga’s turf courses, with two wins apiece on the 
Mellon and inner. He could be headed back to open 
company, and longer distances that he prefers, in 
either the Grade 2 Bowling Green Aug. 1 or the 
Grade 1 Sword Dancer Aug. 29. 

– Tom Law

• Owner/trainer William Younghans rocked 
Saratoga with a win by Manifest Destiny in 
Wednesday’s sixth race, a $25,000 New York-bred 
claimer going 6 ½ furlongs on the dirt. The 6-year-
old paid $92.50 to win, while picking up his first 
win since last summer at Saratoga when part of the 
Rudy Rodriguez barn. The son of City Zip posted a 
Saratoga winner in 2017 for Bruce Brown.

• Todd Pletcher sent Colonel Liam out to a 
strong allowance win in his turf debut for Robert 

and Lawana Low. The 3-year-old son of Liam’s 
Map and the Bernardini mare Amazement ran 
away from La Hara in the stretch to score by 2 ¾ 
lengths after racing twice on the dirt at Gulfstream 
Park this spring – a maiden win by disqualification 
and a third in allowance company. 

Bred by Phillips Racing Partnership and pur-
chased for $1.2 million last year, the colt is from 
the family of Grade 1 turf winner Wonder Again.

• Bill Parsons and David Howe homebred Sin-
gular Sensation won the ninth, a state-bred allow-
ance, for trainer Mark Hennig. The daughter of 
Mineshaft and Saratoga Summer finished second in 
a similar spot at Saratoga last summer, but went to 
the sidelines with an injury before returning with a 
second at Belmont in June. Jose Lezcano rode the 
winner, a half-sister to $500,000 earner Summer-
sault.

• Mani Pedi filed away a win for trainer Jim 
Bond and Thomas Coleman in the finale, scoring in 
a $25,000 maiden claimer for New York-breds at 
15-1. The daughter of Zivo ousted 12 others in the 
7-furlong race.

• Equivine Farm and Bill Mott teamed up to win 
the seventh, a New York-bred turf maiden for fillies 
and mares, with Crescent Lady. 

Ridden by Junior Alvarado, the daughter of Scat 
Daddy rallied from seventh early to win by a neck 
at 10-1. 

TRAINERS ............. 1ST
Christophe Clement ........ 9
Chad Brown ................... 8
Linda Rice ...................... 6
Todd Pletcher ................. 5
Bill Mott ......................... 3
Rudy Rodriguez ............. 3
Steve Asmussen ............ 2
Jim Bond ........................ 2
David Donk .................... 2
Jack Fisher ..................... 2
Ray Handal ..................... 2
Merktan Kantarmaci ....... 2
Mike Maker .................... 2
Shug McGaughey ........... 2
Mike Trombetta .............. 2
Wesley Ward .................. 2

JOCKEYS .............. 1ST
Jose Ortiz ..................... 12
Joel Rosario ................. 12
Irad Ortiz Jr. ................. 10
Manny Franco ................ 6
Tyler Gaffalione .............. 6
Javier Castellano ............ 5
Jose Lezcano ................. 5
John Velazquez .............. 4
Junior Alvarado .............. 3
Eric Cancel ..................... 2
Dylan Davis .................... 2

Thoroughbred
reTiremenT
FoundaTion

at the barn
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noon on August 7th and 
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their cars for the “Drive-
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Saratoga this summer? 
You can still participate 
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BY SEAN CLANCY 
Jack Fisher sent out favorites for the Jonathan 

Kiser Novice Stakes and the Grade 1 A.P. Smith-
wick Wednesday and Thursday at Saratoga. The 
leading trainer was confident in Snap Decision and 
Moscato. 

“I thought they would both win,” Fisher said. 
“But, not like that.”

Funny what eight hurdles and 2 1/16 miles can 
do to a man’s confidence.

“I was nervous,” Fisher said about watching 
Snap Decision Wednesday.

“I was worried,” Fisher said about watching 
Moscato Thursday. 

The Bruton Street-US pair pulled both races out 
of the fire with late charges to remain undefeated in 
four collective starts in 2020. 

First Moscato.
Ridden by Mikey Mitchell, the British-bred 

9-year-old settled in a comfortable spot in sixth, 
well off the pace set by Surprising Soul and tracked 
by Redicean. Second choice Optimus Prime, mak-
ing his first start since last summer, settled behind 
Moscato. 

As the field cleared the second-last hurdle, Red-
icean spurted past a fast-faltering Surprising Soul 
and opened a quick lead as Gibralfaro hung tough 

in second and Moscato slipped through a cracked 
door inside Surprising Soul and Chief Justice. 

“I was trying to make room, there wasn’t a lot 
of options, I had to squeeze my way through,” 
Mitchell said. “I managed to pull out and pass one, 
I thought, ‘Right, we’ve got the momentum now, 
we’re good.’ ”

Bending into the final turn, Redicean led by 3 
lengths over Gibralfaro and a cocked Moscato. 
Mitchell rolled his hands, gathering steam with 
dead aim on the two in front of him. Optimus 
Prime changed everything. Only a looming shadow 
can wipe away a target.  

“I look over my right shoulder and there’s a 
horse absolutely cantering past me,” Mitchell said. 
“I gave him a tap behind to wake him up and Opti-
mus Prime just keeps coming and puts me in a spot 
where I’m tight for room, he comes across quite 
early, I’m trying to keep that momentum going…”

This was when Fisher got worried. And Mitch-
ell, well, he was past worry.

“I wouldn’t say panic, but I didn’t think I was 
on the right horse coming around the final turn,” 
Mitchell said. “I’m thinking he’s going to be hard 
to peg back from here.”

Optimus Prime circled past Chief Justice, Mos-
cato and Gibralfaro on the turn as Darren Nagle 
perched like he was easing one to the half-mile pole 
before a morning breeze. Nearing the gap between 
the wings, Nagle knuckled down as the second 
choice rolled past Redicean. 

Mitchell was well past knuckles. Last year’s 
co-champion switched his whip to his left hand, 
trying to galvanize the favorite. Out of tricks and 
nearly out of time, Mitchell switched his whip 
back to his right hand and smacked twice, solic-

Join the owners of Vekoma, Rushing Fall and Bricks And Mortar,
who recently had their horses painted. Pricing $8,500 - $15,000

Call or text Michael Geraghty at (301) 602-4385
Online Print Gallery www. I PAINT CHAMPIONS .com

Memorialize your victory with an original painting

Are you a stakes-winning owner?
Have nationally recognized artist

Tod Marks
Moscato leads Optimus Prime early in the A.P. Smithwick Memorial Thursday.

Double 
Jumpers
Fisher opens meet 
with sweep of stakes
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iting a lead change to the right and 
most importantly a final gear change. 
Six strides to the wire, Moscato col-
lared Optimus Prime and leveled a 
three-quarter length decision on the 
gallant runner-up. Moscato finished 
2 1/16 miles in 3:47.51 while run-
ning his 2020 record to 2-for-2 af-
ter a score in the 2 1/2-mile Temple 
Gwathmey at Middleburg in June. 

“The stamina more than anything 
kicks in and that run at Middleburg 
helps him where it’s fresh up for Opti-
mus Prime and that hinders his chanc-
es,” Mitchell said. “It was a horrible 
feeling coming around the turn know-
ing that horse had handfuls. It was a 
good race, it was a solid-run race, 
good pace, good jumping, to have the 
two favorites fight it out, it was real-
ly enjoyable to ride. It was a proper 
Grade 1.”

As for the day before, that could 
have been a proper Grade 1 as well. 
Snap Decision extended his win streak 
to six with another walloping of over-
matched novice foes. Ridden by Sean 
McDermott, the 6-year-old son of 
Hard Spun, bred by Phipps Stable, 

settled in fifth in the seven-horse field, 
loping along comfortably while Bodes 
Well turned up and turned down the 
pace directly in front of Galway Kid 
and Family Tree. Jumping the last 
hurdle, Snap Decision hadn’t moved 
but hadn’t gained, a solid 6 lengths off 
the pace. McDermott hadn’t budged, 
Fisher certainly had. 

“I was nervous,” Fisher said about 
the 1-5 favorite. “I thought some-
thing had gone wrong going down the 
backside.”

Carrying 162 pounds (six more 
than Bodes Well and nine more than 
Galway Kid), Snap Decision threw 
another log on the fire from the mid-
dle of the turn to the wing gap in the 
stretch. In a matter of strides, doubt 
went to definite.

“From the head of the stretch to 
the wings, he was like a rocket,” Fish-
er said. “That impressed me.”

Snap Decision slipped inside of 
Galway Kid and Bodes Well to se-
cure a 1 1/2-length margin, finishing 
2 1/16 miles in 3:54.38. 

McDermott replaced an injured 
Willie McCarthy on Snap Decision 
for the David Semmes in June. They 
won that introduction over open 
stakes horses going 2 1/8 miles on 

Steeplechase –
 Continued from page 27

Tod Marks
Yards from the finish, Moscato (left) passes Optimus Prime to win the Grade 1.

Continued On Page 29 
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“We have full confidence
in Phil’s ability to
pick good horses.

We know first-hand how
hard he works to

develop his eye and keep 
a clean reputation.

”– CHRISTOPHE &
MIGUEL CLEMENT

Contact Phil Hager at

859.509.9122
www.taprootbloodstock.com
phil@taprootbloodstock.com
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a rolling hunt-meet course. Returning to the flat track, 
where Snap Decision went 3-for-3 last summer, it was the 
same stellar result. 

“It was quite different, different track, faster track but 
his class shown through at the end. They generally get 
racing early at Saratoga and Bodes Well turned it into a 
sprint, I had the same gears again, he did flatten a little bit 
in the turn and then he just stayed on,” McDermott said. 

“I was always confident where I was. I just learned more 
about him. He’s very versatile, classy, good horses will 
win. It’s just what good horses do, they can change from 
barn to barn, track to track and they keep winning.”

In four weeks, Fisher will return to Saratoga with both 
winners. He might come back just as confident, but only 
one of them can win. 

“I’m going to run Snap Decision back in the Turf Writ-
ers. He beats the novices again, we’ve done that, let’s take 
a step up and try,” Fisher said. “And I was impressed with 
Optimus Prime. After a year layoff, he came up a little bit 
short and I think we need two to beat him.”

Steeplechase –
 Continued from page 28

Tod Marks
Snap Decision (right) collars Galway Kid (left) and Bodes Well in Wednesday’s Kiser.
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Founded in 2001, The Saratoga Special has covered plenty of 
great horses and people and we’ll bring you some highlights during 
our 20th season. 

Here we go back to 2003, our third season, and a big upset by 
Kentucky-based trainer Joe Cain and Private Horde in the Alfred 
G. Vanderbilt Handicap. Dating to 1985 when it was the A Phe-
nomenon, the sprint stakes was named for owner, breeder and 
former NYRA chairman Vanderbilt in 2000. The 2020 renewal 
is Saturday and features sprint stars Volatile and Whitmore, but 
it has work to do to match the 2003 drama.

August 13, 2003. Private Victory: Kentucky shipper splashes 
to upset. By Sean Clancy.

The Alfred G. Vanderbilt Handicap was meant to be Shake 
You Down’s race to lose. Instead, it became Private Horde’s 
to win.

The longest shot on the five-horse board, Private Horde 
sat well off the pace of odds-on favorite Shake You Down 
and second choice Mike’s Classic. Shake You Down, the one-time 
claimer going for his sixth straight victory, faltered in the sloppy going while 
Private Horde, trying for his fifth win in last seven starts, relished it. Ridden 
by Jason Lumpkins, Private Horde rallied down the middle of the track to win 
by five lengths over late-closing Mountain General. Mike’s Classic held on for 
third while Shake You Down tired to finish fourth.

Trained by Joe Cain and owned by Billy Tucker, Private Horde picked up 
his eighth win in 17 starts and pushed his earnings to $440,000.

The Vanderbilt was a 14-length swing from the last time Shake You Down 
and Private Horde faced off; the Smile Sprint at Calder where Shake You 
Down outran Private Horde by 8 ¼ lengths. 

Lumpkins convinced Cain that the Smile Sprint loss didn’t mean anything. 
“The reason I was so confident was because (Private Horde) ran with Shake 

You Down in Florida. He broke slow, got checked in traffic, went wide and 
still ran second,” Cain said. “The jock came back and said, ‘Joe, don’t be 
scared of that horse, I got in enough trouble today to stop any horse and he 
still run second.’ That made us try it.”

So Cain packed up his stable star again and made his first trip to Saratoga 
(to New York, for that matter) with a horse that was making his sixth start 

in a row at a differ-
ent racetrack. Not many horses 
have charts that include Calder, Prairie Meadows, 
Mountaineer, Churchill Downs, Turfway Park, Hoosier Park, Ken-
tucky Downs and Saratoga. But Private Horde’s not your typical horse, and 
Joe Cain is not your typical horse trainer. 

The 4-year-old colt trains at Cain’s 50-acre training center in Russell Springs, 
Ky. Private Horde’s mother, Manila Rose, came with Tucker’s farm when Cain 
bought it. The trainer has 40 horses, 11 employees and a half-mile training 
track.

“We like what we’re doing and we like the country,” Cain said. “That’s why 
we stay there.”

But you can bet they’ll travel. 

Continued On Page 31 
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August 13, 2003. Praising Cain. By Sean Clancy. 

Sleep’s a powerful thing. After 12 double-decker 
newspapers through sales week, I couldn’t make it 
to the races Sunday. Sleep won and an eight-hour 
nap ensued (more sleep than I got during all of 
sales week). I had the best intentions of watching 
the Vanderbilt but the rain kept falling outside, the 
air conditioner whined as I faded into oblivion and 
I just kept digging deeper under the covers. 

The sleep-justification factor had me thinking 
I could watch the replay, collect some quotes and 
have it done for Wednesday’s paper. A cop-out, I 
know, but it was the best I could do.

When I finally crawled out of my coma, my 
roommates told me the races were cancelled. “Even 
better,” was my first thought. Then I gathered that 
just one race was cancelled and the rest were post-
poned. “How far did Shake You Down win by?” 
was my first question. “He got beat?” “Private 
Horde?”

Oh boy, a shipper from I don’t know where. 
Private Horde trained by Joe Cain. 
Better check the horse’s chart. Prai-
rie Meadows, Hoosier, Kentucky 
Downs, Calder, Turfway…doesn’t 
look like I’ll be catching him around 
the Morning Line Kitchen during 
training hours.

Sorry I missed you Joe. 
Nothing against Todd Pletcher 

but there are only so many ques-
tions you can ask a guy who averag-
es more than a win a day. Joe Cain. 
Now that’s a different story.

I made a phone call Tuesday – and 
had the conversation of the meet. 

Cain is from Russell Springs, Ky., 
about 80 miles from Keeneland. 
He trains 40 horses at Cain’s Thor-
oughbred Training Center, a 50-acre 
farm with a half-mile track and 11 
employees.

It was his first trip to Saratoga. 
“I didn’t really know what to ex-

pect, but I was told a little bit about 
it,” Cain said. “They were right; it’s 

big, it’s old and it’s historical. Most everybody was 
real nice, everybody who had to do with the racing 
were really nice. But the rest of the people, well, it’s 
just not like down here where everybody stops and 

talks to you. It’s a little bit different environment 
up there.”

And now it has Joe Cain’s name in its ledger. 
He’s come a long way. 

“I was raised with horses – work horses, riding 
horses, mules, the whole works,” Cain said. “My fa-
ther tended the crops with mules and then I had some 
friends who were into racing and my father was in it 
a little bit too. I started out running at the fairs and 
worked my way up. I used to train up at the old fair-
grounds track but we built this farm five years ago; 
the house is about 400 feet from the barn.”

You can tell by the sounds of the place that more 
work is done by less men there than in any factory 
in the world. 

“Three boys do the riding. I make the trips to the 
races and do the management. If something needs 
to be done, I make sure it gets done,” Cain said. 
“It’s a half-mile track on 50 acres, out in the coun-
try, we do everything ourselves.”

And now it’s the home of a Saratoga stakes win-
ner. One of a possible 35 in 2003. Private Horde 

made Cain proud.
“It was a good day, a great day. 

I had a good time. It’s the first 
time I’ve ever been to New York. 
I flew up and met two of my bud-
dies and then we all drove home 
after the race,” Cain said. “There 
were more people there than I 
thought. A lot of the people were 
there just to have a good time. I’m 
used to other tracks where they’re 
there just to bet on the horses.”

Cain is thinking of bigger 
things. 

“Not sure we’re at the top yet 
but we’ve worked our way up a 
little anyway,” Cain said. “(To) 
win a Grade II at Saratoga’s pret-
ty good, but our main goal is the 
Kentucky Derby. It’s a little bit 
closer to home.”

• Ten years after winning the 
Vanderbilt, Joe Cain died of Lou 
Gehrig’s disease. He was 57.
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I am writing this on the first day of baseball sea-
son 2020.

I just watched Dr. Anthony Fauci throw out the 
ceremonial first pitch in the Nationals versus Yan-
kees opener in our nation’s capital. Both the catcher 
and the pitcher wore masks this year.

Fauci’s pitch was way, way outside and way low. 
Later the doctor said he threw it that way because 
he didn’t want anyone to catch anything.

It’s July 23. In a normal year, this would be after 
the All-Star break and we’d be into the second half 
of the season. I don’t think anyone needs to be told 
that this is not a normal season.

I am a baseball fan. You could even add “atic” to 
the word “fan” and I’m not sure I could defend the 
charge. And yet, this is only the second game I have 
seen all year.

But it’s my first game I want to tell you about. 
That first game illustrates the surprise benefit I have 
discovered about coming to Saratoga Springs this 
weird year.

Because the track is closed to spectators, my wife 
is not allowed to accompany me to the track to 
watch the races. So we’re up here and she doesn’t 
have much to do. If you add up all the days the two 
of us have spent in Saratoga, the total amounts to 
more than a year, over maybe 35 different visits.

But that’s the key word “visit.” In the past we’ve 
been visitors, and our knowledge of the town was 
pretty much limited to the racetrack and the route 
from where we were staying to the track – plus a 
few restaurants. This year, because it’s this year, we 
feel less like visitors and more like residents. We live 
here.

Which brings me back to my first baseball game 
of the year. Last weekend, we were walking on Lake 
Avenue past the East Side Rec when I heard the fa-
miliar sound of a bat hitting a ball. It sounded like 
a line drive; I have some experience in these things.

I turned and watched as the batter ran to first on 
his clean hit to left. He had a notion to try for two 

but thought better of it and came back to first with 
a solid single. The batter was around 11 or 12 years 
old as were the rest of the players in this, probably 
Little League, game. I interrupted my walk, went 
over to the park fence and spent the next 15 min-
utes or so watching an inning and a half of my first 
baseball game of the year.

It’s not the kind of thing you do when you’re vis-
iting a place. It’s what you do when you live in a 
place. And those are the things we do right now – 
things people do when they live here.

We walk Broadway almost every day and say hi 
to people. On a nice day we pick up an espresso 
at Saratoga Coffee Traders and go sit in Congress 
Park and drink it. We buy some fish to grill at Moby 
Rick’s. In the evening we might stop for a drink 
at the Henry Street Taproom and talk about the 
weather with Ryan.

In the mornings we sometimes finish a healthy 
exercise walk by picking up a bacon, egg and cheese 
sandwich and about 2,000 calories worth of home 
fries, extra crispy, from the Spring Street Deli.

In the three weeks we’ve been here we’ve visited 
the Dollar Tree six times. (The other places we live – 
New York City and San Miguel de Allende, Mexico 
– don’t have dollar stores, so the Dollar Tree is kind 
of a thrill for us.) 

We buy our groceries at Price Chopper. Or if 
we’re feeling rich we might pop for a loaf of bread 
at the Fresh Market.

Red Smith famously said the way to get to Sara-
toga from New York City is to “drive north about 
170 miles, turn left and go back 100 years.” When 
you walk around, you recognize the truth of those 
directions, evident in the many plaques on houses 
announcing they were built in the 1800s.

And we do walk everywhere – around our neigh-
borhood, and neighborhoods we’ve never been to 
before. It feels as if every house has a front porch 
with people sitting there in the evenings. And each 
house seems to come with a professional gardener 
and you see the results as you walk by.

It all feels like Grover’s Corners, right out of 
Thornton Wilder’s play Our Town. And this year 
for the first time, I feel like I belong. I know better 
than to fall for the hoary Saratoga Springs practical 
joke of getting you to try a glass of the spring wa-
ter, which basically tastes like a liquid rendering of 
burnt safety matches. I know better. (When it comes 
to this, Saratoga is similar to Mexico: “A great place 
to visit, but don’t drink the water.”)

It’s true that I come here for the finest race meet-
ing anywhere in the world. As they sing about Sara-
toga racing, “If you can make it here, you can make 
it anywhere.” It is Saratoga they sing that about, 
right?

But this year I’m here for more than the horses. 
I live here.

Wikipedia says Saratoga Springs (pop. 26,586 at 
the 2010 census) is ranked the 10th best place to 
live in New York State.

Tenth best?
Wikipedia just lost all credibility.        

I Live Here
BY TERRY HILL

75&sunny
Tod Marks

Andrew J. Mollica Attorney at Law

1205 Franklin Ave., Garden City, NY 11530
(516) 528-1311 cell • (516) 280-3182 office • jdmol@aol.com

Equine Law • Real Estate
Corporate Formation • Civil and Criminal Litigation

Wage and Hour Defense

A small firm dedicated to big things

https://nicholsoninsurance.com/
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CONTRIBUTE.

Help us help horse racing in D.C.

You can help the NTRA’s federal legislative team 
advocate in Washington, D.C., by contributing to 
the  NTRA 1/4% Check-Off Program when you buy 
and sell at major domestic thoroughbred sales. 

For more information, contact Joe Bacigalupo 
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Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
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“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

Not many people use the phrase Gol-
ly Moses these days, but that’s what 
you get when you talk horses with Bill 
Landes. As in, “Golly Moses, that was 

some horse.” Or, “Golly Moses, did you hear 
what’s going on over there this week.”

The manager of Kentucky’s Hermitage Farm 
for 42 years was there when Quick Call, name-
sake of Friday’s feature race at Saratoga Race 
Course, was foaled. Though few people could 
contradict him, Landes will not say he was in the 
barn when the bay colt came into the world Feb. 
27, 1984. 

“I worked there, I doubt if I was in the foaling 
barn,” he said, leaving out the Golly Moses part 
for now. “They made me Farm Manager of the 
Year a few years ago and I told them that I might 
be the first farm manager that never got a stain on 
his breeches while at work. That was never quite 
my role.”

His title now is general manager and since 
1977 he’s worked for farm owners Warner Jones 
Jr., Carl Pollard and now Laura Lee Brown and 
Steve Wilson. Hermitage bred, raised or sold Is It 
True, West Coast, Mitole, $13.1 million yearling Se-
attle Dancer and plenty of others. 

Bred by Jones and David Greathouse, Quick Call 
fits in there nicely. Jones and Greathouse raced Sa-
die Mae, a daughter of Sadair and the Crafty Ad-
miral mare Laurel Mae. While running everywhere 
from Ak-sar-ben to Hialeah and Saratoga, Sadie 
Mae won three races.

As Landes remembers, Sadie Mae was a half-sis-
ter to four stakes winners and Greathouse came to 
Jones about forming a partnership. They raced her 
a little bit, then bred her. 

Her first foal, Prosperous (by Mr. Prospector) 
sold for $130,000 and won six races. Her second, J. 
Strap (by Sauce Boat) brought $62,000 in the sales 
ring and won seven (of 70 starts). Her third, The 

Skeptic (also by Sauce Boat) fetched $60,000, start-
ed 171 times and won 29 – in a sign of things to 
come for the family. Hall of Fame trainer D. Wayne 
Lukas paid $100,000 for Sadie Mae’s 1982 colt by 
Clever Trick, but he never raced. 

Then came Quick Call. 
Instead of selling the son of Quack at a yearling 

sale somewhere, Jones figured he’d keep this one. 
The Kentucky horseman went to his friend Alex 
Stokes with an idea. Stokes was a steward at sever-
al racetracks then and he and his wife Lynda, who 
owned the Mark, Fore and Strike clothing company 
in Florida, were friends and Jones figured they could 
use a racehorse of their own.

“Alex, Lynda needs a racehorse,” is how Lan-
des paraphrased Jones. “You buy him, you manage 
him, I’m in for a piece. But you call all the shots.”

All the shots included 86 starts, 16 wins, 15 
seconds, 12 thirds, $807,817 in earnings and an 
impossibly long racing career and life. 

Racing in Lynda Stokes’ name, Quick Call ran 
five times as a 2-year-old, by far his least-busy sea-
son, and followed up with campaigns of 18, 15, 
13, 13, 14 and eight starts. He ran at Saratoga 17 
times, winning nine. 

Twice he won three races in a single, 24-day 
meet (1987 and 1988). He won two in 1989 and 
one in 1990. Trained by Hall of Famer Sidney 
Watters Jr. and later Jimmy Croll, Quick Call won 
the Forego Handicap in 1988 and 1989 and was 
second in 1990. 

“God bless, look at that horse’s race record,” 
Landes said. “He went everywhere. And every-
where in between. He was a solid citizen. Mr. 
Jones loved Alex Stokes so they had a lot of fun. 
They had more fun with that horse.”

Quick Call was retired in 1992 and in 2001 be-
came part of the Thoroughbred Retirement Foun-
dation’s Second Chances program at Wallkill 
Correctional Facility. He lived there for 18 years, 

teaching inmates horse care, life skills, coping skills, 
and peace. In 2008, as much for his retirement skills 
as his racing prowess, Quick Call was honored with 
a stakes in his name at Saratoga. Turned Aside won 
it Friday.

Born during Ronald Reagan’s presidency, Quick 
Call died last October at 35. Thirty-five.

“What a life,” said Landes. “People forget about 
horses like that.”

Golly Moses, we’re not going to let that happen.

Quick Call was cremated and will be buried in-
side the Clare Court training track at Saratoga, near 
fellow Saratoga legend Fourstardave, A Phenome-
non and Mourjane. The TRF plans a public memo-
rial and dedication of his headstone next year. For 
more about him, see trfinc.org/quickcall

theoutsiderail Calling CardBY JOE CLANCY

Cody Jo Wasial/TRF
Long part of the Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation, Saratoga leg-
end Quick Call lived to age 35.

https://www.tlore.net/main/index.cfm?
https://radwanbrown.com/
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It was embarrassing – for both of us. 
On the annual hunt for a quote from connections 

of every Travers Day stakes participant, we ventured 
outside the paddock, past the stakes horses in the 
Clark barn, past the outdoor bar at Siro’s and into 
the maze of stalls that look they were erected by an 
8-year-old with her first Breyer set. There was Eddie 
Davis, in between galloping one and poulticing one. 

In his first year of training, Davis wasn’t getting 
many reporters to his barn last summer. But The 
Special has traditions, we had to ask about longshot 
Tiz Morning in the Grade 1 Sword Dancer. Third in 
a turf claimer earlier in the meet, the 4-year-old geld-
ing was about to face the likes of Annals Of Time, 
Channel Maker and Sadler’s Joy. 

With a straight face, we asked a question. With a 
straight face, Davis answered the best he could.

“We’re taking a shot here. It’s a big jump,” Davis 
said. “He’s a cool horse, he goes in draw reins, he’s 
real easy, anything I throw at him, he’s abiding…”

We thanked him. Job done. 
Tiz Morning, at 77-1, abided past one rival, 11 

lengths behind Annals Of Time in the Grade 1 stakes. 
“Oh my God, I didn’t know what to say to 

you…” Davis said when reminded of the put-you-
on-the-spot moment. “I was grateful for the oppor-
tunity, to put my name on the program and try to 
work some magic but I was in a pickle.”

Let’s just say the Sword Dancer wasn’t Davis’ 
choice. A year later, he is picking his own spots. And 
winning. 

The 29-year-old local registered his first win at 
Saratoga and third win of his career when Kinky 
Sox rallied along the rail to win Friday’s second, a 
$14,000 claimer. It was a much easier conversation 
than last year.  

“Oh man. It feels amazing. It really does,” Davis 
said from the test barn. “Last year, we came real-
ly close. I had seven or eight horses and they ended 
up finishing the meet with about $170,000 but we 

didn’t get a win. I felt so incomplete, it was like, ‘We 
did all right, but we didn’t win.’ ”

Davis sent out 22 starters at Saratoga last sum-
mer, whittling a second, five thirds and four fourths 
from an eclectic, mostly overmatched string. So far 
this summer, he’s produced a win, a second, a fourth 
and a sixth from four starters. 

“It’s a really excellent feeling. It’s refreshing to get 
the horses ready, put them where I want to put them 
and know they’re going to fire or at least that you’ve 
given them their best chance,” Davis said. “Working 
with this mare, she’s been consistent and I’m really 
proud of her.”

Three days ago, Davis had four horses. By Friday 
morning, he had seven. With a winner in the bank, 
perhaps that number will grow. Davis is a member 
of the hardest working family in racing that includes 
his father, former jockey and trainer, Robbie, and 
three siblings (Dylan, Katie and Jackie) who are 
jockeys. Eddie used to sprint five blocks from his el-
ementary school to his house in West Hempstead to 
watch his dad ride at Belmont or Aqueduct. 

“I’d be at the kitchen table watching the races in-
tently,” Davis said. “I always wanted to be a jockey, 
but I’ve had a long relationship with my bacon, egg 
and cheese and we’re still going strong.”

After graduating from Saratoga High School, Da-
vis told his father straight.

“Listen, Dad, I’m not going to waste your money. 
I’m not going to college and ask you for a half-mil-
lion dollars or whatever it takes, it’s not going to be 
for me. I’ve always loved the horses…”

Robbie Davis, winner of 3,382 races, taught his 
son how to gallop in the fields of their farm, 10 miles 
out of Saratoga. The son joined the father, helping in 
the barn, learning to gallop horses on the track. 

“I wasn’t that good at first, I was half-scared, but 
I persevered through it,” Davis said. “I tried to be as 
consistent as possible and I got where I was comfort-
able around horses.”

Father pushed son out of the nest. 
“Listen, you’ve got to go learn, from somebody 

good. You don’t want to be just an exercise rider in 
this game.”

Davis applied for his assistant trainer’s license 
when he was 25 and went “barn to barn” at Bel-
mont Park, galloping horses and looking for a place 
to learn. He stopped by Gary Contessa’s, talked to 
David Jacobson. They said they’d get back to him. 
While they were not getting back to him, Davis 
heard that Jimmy Jerkens’ assistant, Kent Sweezey, 
was leaving. Davis mentioned it to his dad. 

“Come on…you’re going with Jimmy,” said Rob-
bie Davis, who rode Jerkens’ first winner, Ninth In-
ning, in 1997. 

Eddie Davis fit right in, galloping high-headed fil-
lies in long-ago equipment he couldn’t pronounce. 
Blowing out “bears” two days before a race, pulling 
them up sharp before the seven-eighths pole. Fol-
lowing Jimmy up and down the shedrow, in and out 
of stalls, to the paddock and back to the barn. 

“He didn’t really say much. Every once in a while, 
it would come to a point and he would look at me 
and say, ‘Ed, that’s why I do that.’ In this game, 
you’re going to be learning until your career is over,” 
Davis said. “I am very grateful for the opportuni-
ty Jimmy gave me. I took it real serious and I took 
pride in riding his horses. When he called upon me, 
he could trust me.”

With Jerkens’ blessing, Davis pounced on the op-
portunity to train horses, saddling his first runner in 
January 2019, winning his first race with Tiz Morn-
ing three months later and winning his first race at 
Saratoga Friday.

“It’s been my dream since I was 17 on the back-
side,” Davis said. “I feel grateful for the opportuni-
ty. I feel grateful to be training today. I graduated 
high school from Saratoga. I call this my hometown. 
There is nothing like winning at Saratoga.”

Sure beats running 77-1 shots in the Sword Dancer. 

Baptism cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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The Big Picture
 with Tod Marks

Big Sister. Champion turf female of 2018 and a winner of the 
last two editions of the Grade 1 Diana at Saratoga, Sistercharlie 

makes her 2020 debut in today’s Ballston Spa. Here, she takes  
down the 2019 Diana over Rushing Fall (right) and Homerique.




