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 REMEMBERING HOIST THE FLAG
HANCOCK RETURNS TO SARATOGA

WEDNESDAY ENTRIES & HANDICAPPINGWest Point spends $1 million on session topper

Top Gun
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here&there...at Saratoga
BY THE NUMBERS
1: Litterbug who threw a cigarette butt into Ludlow Street 
Monday afternoon. Come on, man, we’re all in this to-
gether. While we’re on the subject, please recycle this 
newspaper and bravo to Fasig-Tipton for the recycling 
containers next to the water bottles on the sales grounds. 

3: Bottles of Caleb Treeze Organic Farm anti leg- and 
foot-cramping tonic (Proven Old Amish Formula) deliv-
ered to The Special’s office Monday afternoon. Thanks 
Garlic Rob.

LICENSE PLATE OF THE DAY
SLEW77, Florida. 

NAMES OF THE DAY
Broadway. Hip 221 in tonight’s second session of the 
sale, a colt consigned by Bridie Harrison for Peter Blum 
Thoroughbreds, is by Quality Road.

Keep The Light On, second race Wednesday. Jim Can-
terbone’s 3-year-old gelding is by Willcox Inn out of Light 
Wave.

Wise Crack, third race Wednesday. Empire State Thor-
oughbreds’ 3-year-old is out of Wild Wit.

Frosted has gone 
on... he has
EX-PLO-DED!

DarleyREMEMBER THE FUTURE
See his Saratoga yearlings. His F-T July average was the best by a freshman in a decade!

That win... that racecall! Go to our website and relive the brilliance

Tod Marks
That’s the Spot. A yearling gets spruced up for the sale at Fasig-Tipton.

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/frosted?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Frosted&utm_campaign=Stallions
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WORTH REPEATING
“He’s the best dressed intern since Ryan Martin.”

Hill ‘n’ Dale Farm’s Jack Carlino upon seeing The Special’s Terry Hill

“It’s too late. I’m starving.”
Christophe Clement, entering the paddock at 6:45 

Sunday night to saddle Mathael in the last

“Don’t you dare. I’m not the spokesperson of the operation”
Stephanie Brennan when approached for an interview 

about Niall Brennan Stables’ graduate Fools Gold

“Best investment they’ll ever make.”
Longtime reader Jerry Wisneski, about his fellow Readers Club members 

“I used to read a lot of serious literature, now I read Sean’s column.”
Wisneski, about his change of reading habits

“A wise man, your dad.”
Trainer Gary Gullo when hearing one of Joe Clancy Sr.’s sayings about barn work: 

“If you’ve got one boy, you’ve got one boy. If you’ve got two boys, 
you’ve got half a boy. And if you have three boys, you’ve got no boy 

“I ain’t giving up.”
Summer Wind Farm’s Bobby Spalding about trying to talk 

trainer Bill Mott out of running Elate against Golden Award

“You see who Erma is holding.”
Spalding after texting a photo of Elate and Golden Award Monday morning 
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Building  
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the  

Future

 Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager  (859) 224-4585    www.shadwellfarm.com

 Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager  (859) 224-4585    www.shadwellfarm.com

MILLIONAIRE G1 SW 

ALBERTUS MAXIMUS
BRILLIANT GSW by TAPIT   

MOHAYMEN
WORLD CLASS MILER by SPEIGHTSTOWN  

TAMARKUZ  

here&there...at Saratoga

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“If we went in the Hall of Fame (Stakes), there’s too much pace. 
This worked out just perfect. For the last 60 days, we’ve been 

thinking about this, we’ve been talking about this.”
Trainer Kiaran McLaughlin after A Thread Of Blue 

won the Saratoga Derby 

http://rumara.com/
https://www.brookledge.com/
https://shadwellfarm.com/
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365 BROADWAY, SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY | WWW.THEADELPHIHOTEL.COM | (518) 678 - 6000

S A R ATO G A  S P R I N G S , N Y

INNOVATIVE DINING IN OUR THREE EXCEPTIONAL RESTAURANTS
THE IDEAL DESTINATION FOR TRACK SEASON

BY DAVID BURKE

THE

https://www.theadelphihotel.com/
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WORTH REPEATING
“Old school.”

Exercise rider when seeing a jacket from the 2000 Hong Kong International races 

“Oh this is one of the bigger ones we’ve ever had, we won the Breeders’ Cup, that’s in there, but 
this is really big.”

Owner Leonard Green after the Saratoga Derby

“Luis did a great job, he actually followed the plan, get the lead, slow it down, of course it’s nice 
to have the horse.”

Green after Luis Saez engineered a front-running win aboard A Thread Of Blue 

“We’ve learned you have to have proven bloodlines and you have to have proven commodities 
like a Kiaran McLaughlin or a John Servis. And you let them run the ball.”

Owner and advisor Jon Green after the Saratoga Derby

“We weren’t sure about the mile-and-a-quarter, we were a little intimidated, maybe.”
McLaughlin about skipping the Belmont Derby with A Thread Of Blue 

“It’s just worked. The first time Luis rode him, he broke like a bullet and he sent him. I said, ‘Oh, 
shoot, he’s never going to settle.’ It didn’t matter, he kept going.”

McLaughlin when asked why A Thread Of Blue is a frontrunner 

“Summer racing is rolling now and you’re seeing high-priced horses do well. That gives people 
more confidence they can do it again.” 

Select Sales’ Andrew Cary

Tom Law stopped at the Stone Farm consignment to talk racing history with the Hancock family, 
and had a conversation about Sunday Silence and Easy Goer.
Tom: “I have to tell you in advance, growing up in Saratoga and in New York I was a 100-percent 
and died-in-the-wool fan of Easy Goer.”
Staci Hancock: “You can leave now.”
Arthur Hancock: “No, no. He can stay.”
Tom: “I’ve come around now and it’s been hard. But like Bill Parcells said, ‘You’re only as good 
as your record says’ and I can’t argue with 3-1.”
Arthur: “Smart man.” 

here&there...at Saratoga

Susie Raisher
Going to School. Hall of Fame jockey Angel Cordero Jr. (right) keeps an eye on 
apprentice Benji Hernandez’s practice session.

Country Life Stallions

Mosler
War Front’s son out of Arch’s daughter Gold Vault.

Two-time $100,000 stakes winner, at Belmont Park and Laurel Park.
First crop yearlings coming to the fall sales.

Find out more at countrylifefarm.com
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Josh Pons 443-807-0644   v  Mike Pons 410-459-8517 
Christy Holden 410-808-1325  v  Bel Air, MD 21014  

410-879-1952  v  info@countrylifefarm.com  v  countrylifefarm.com 

Saratoga Moments . . .

Headley Bell: 859-221-5108 • Price Bell: 859-321-5117

“There’s been a lot of them, but I think my favorite was when 
we were selling here years ago. We had a Roberto colt, you’ll 
see his name over the stall door – At Talaq – right over there. 
We thought the horse would bring a big number – $200,000, 
$250,000 – that was going to be skyrockets for us. Well, he 
made $800,000. The bidding went crazy. We almost fainted. 
It turns out they were bidding against each other. That horse 
went on to win the Melbourne Cup.”

– Russell Jones, former consignor,  
about the 1982 yearling sale 
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– Trainer Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

“I swear to God, there’s a spot out there on the Belmont turf, 
they just sail. Beau Bugle, he won the Fort Marcy when it was 
seven furlongs. I remember Mike Hole laughing at us running 
him because he couldn’t keep up going a mile and a quarter, we 
turned him out in the pen and got him light on his feet and I 
remember jogging him around the ring before we took him over 
there. Mike Hushion was rubbing him.”

www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Proud to support 
Thoroughbred aftercare

Photo of 
the Day

Pinhooking  
Partnerships

2-year-olds   
in training sales

Yearling to  
2-year-old prep

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com

Presented by

rudy’s gym

Connie Bush

TOP 10
performances of the meet

sponsored by

OSCAR PERFORMANCE
At 3: Belmont derby (G1) 

& Secretariat (G1)
Standing at Mill Ridge Farm

e

Mill Ridge Farm, 859.231.0606
www.millridge.com

The Special keeps up with the meet’s 
best – performances. We’ll update it 
daily, or try to anyway. 

Guarana: Unbeaten filly was 
perfect again in CCA Oaks.

Shancelot: After the Amsterdam, 
make that Sir Schancelot.

1.

2.
3.

Imperial Hint: Move over Spei-
ghtstown and Spanish Riddle.

Mill Ridge Farm, 859.231.0606
www.millridge.com

The breeder of the horse 
who finishes with the 
Top Performance of 2019 
will receive a FREE 2020  
season to Mill Ridge Farm 
stallion Oscar Performance.  
Good luck to all, and  
thanks for a great  
first season 
at stud.

The Oscar goes to...

Follow along with us all season.

http://www.millridge.com/
http://kirkwoodstables.com/
https://nytha.com/
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Where all paths cross on the Oklaho-
ma Training Track stands the barn hous-
ing Gary’s Contessa’s 31-horse Saratoga 
string for the past 15 years, but really a 
lifetime for the trainer. 

“I kind of grew up here,” he said. “I 
was Jimmy Picou’s assistant many, many 
years ago and we were in Barn 29. Sara-
toga has always been my home.” 

Even with another 30 horses at Bel-
mont, Contessa is a semi-permanent fix-
ture at Saratoga. The trainer has signage 
that stays over the winter and built his 
31st stall with three open walls at the end 
of an adjacent barn for anxious horses 
and overflow. 

Waiting for the Oklahoma turf to open Sunday 
morning, the trainer walked down the shedrow 
with The Special’s Catherine Galbraith. 

Speed Talks: Darlene Bilinski and Harry Patten’s 2-year-old 
by Afleet Express debuted with fourth in maiden claimer July 
25. “She ran a little green so we put some blinkers on her. I 
believe she’ll win the next time I run her. I was at the June sale 
and my phone rings and a consigner that I do a lot of business 
with said ‘Gary, I’m not getting any action on this filly and you 
need to come look at her.’ Her conformation is perfect.”

Maiden Beauty: Coming to the front of her stall for some 
welcomed attention, the winner of the Lynbrook Stakes and 
second in the Seeking The Ante last summer is 2-2-2 in 12 
starts with $195,309 in earnings. Three-year-old by Revolu-
tionary finished fifth in 1-mile optional Aug. 1 after a third for a 
$75,000 tag in 7-furlong dirt race July 17. “I opened the con-
dition book and every single race in her condition is turf. So I 
said ‘You know what, let’s try it.’ Don’t give up on a horse until 
you try a horse on the turf once. Let’s face it, someone gave 
up on John Henry and put him in a claiming race and then he 
made millions once they put him on the turf. No matter what 
the horse is, you have to try the turf sooner or later. I wanted 
to try the turf anyway and the book had no dirt races so it was 
the perfect timing.”

Laser Loop: A new addition to the barn off $14,000 claim 
July 28 for Vedhya Jaganan, 4-year-old Smart Strike gelding is 
3-for-9 with $88,107 in earnings. He broke his maiden last No-
vember at Churchill Downs and won a claiming race at Keene-
land April 18. “You claim a horse and you hope they run as 
good as the guy before you. He seems like he’s an OK horse. 
We’re trying a starter on Wednesday and that might be good 
fit for him.”

Runaway Lute: Contessa hopes to make a race at the meet 
with 5-year-old son of Midnight Lute, a $77,000 buy at 2015 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-bred yearling sale. A multiple 
stakes winner with a 4-for-17 record and $321,780 in earnings, 
he’s been off since a second in an optional April 18 at Aque-
duct. “He’s the scourge of Saratoga. Every year he comes up 
here and never makes the races. Never. He comes over and 
points for a stake, he flips over during saddling in the paddock, 
he does something dumb on the track. This year he comes 
up and gets a foot bruise. Every year I remember being sick 
over something happening to him. You know, he gets back to 
Belmont and he wins, it’s vacation.”

Red Zinger: Harold Lerner went to $170,000 to purchase 
Will Take Charge colt at 2017 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-
bred yearling sale. Third and second in back-to-back allowance 
races July 13 and Aug. 3. “The timing is right for him to run 
back on the grass and he has a big chance to win if he can get 
in that race on the grass next time.” 

Buxom Beast: Lee Pokoik’s 2-year-old daughter of The Big 
Beast finished late-running fourth in her debut in the Grade 3 
Schuylerville Opening Day. A $205,000 purchase in April, she 
returned to the work tab Aug. 3 with half-mile breeze in :48.70 
on the Oklahoma. “This is one of our highly regarded 2-year-
old fillies. We got that huge rainstorm and despite all of that 
she ran fourth. She was coming under a full head of steam. 
When we ran Sippican Harbor last year, first time out she won. 
She came back and won the Spinaway. We’re hoping lightning 
strikes twice. She reminds me of Sippican Harbor. Mentally 
she’s amazing. When it comes to 2-year-olds, the more sane 
they are, the better their brain works, the better they run. She’s 
about as intelligent a horse that we’ve ever had.”

Kobe: The only horse in the shed with a metal screen, Bilinski 
and Patten’s 2-year-old by Japan leaned out of the stall look-
ing for a chance to be naughty. He’s finished fifth and fourth 

in state-bred maiden special weights here July 14 
and 26. “He’s got two things going against him, 
the screen and the white eyeball. Over the years, 
I can’t think of many white-eyeball horses that 
didn’t have some degree of psychosis. I would 
say it’s a well-founded rumor that white eyes are a 
little difficult. He can be a little difficult.”

Annie Rocks: Claimed for $32,000 at Belmont 
July 3, 6-year-old A. P. Warrior mare finished 
sixth for $62,500 tag here July 24 going 5 1/2 fur-
longs on the grass. “Very tough race, we had just 
claimed her. She’s now out of jail on her claim-
ing price and I can run her back to about where 
I claimed her. She should be tough. She’s a neat, 
old filly. She’s been around for a long time. I really 
like her a lot.”

Dovey Lovey: Third in the Ruthless Stakes in late January, 
3-year-old daughter of Include finished fifth for $75,000 tag 
going 7 furlongs on the dirt July 17. “Mr. Pokoik owns her. 
But she’s slowly but surely becoming a claiming horse for us. 
She’ll be running for claiming next week as well.”

Shandian: The dark bay was saddled and happy to take a 
nap before his breeze on the grass. Fifth and second in first two 
starts, Dennis Deeb’s and Terence Seery’s 2-year-old colt by 
Emcee is entered in Friday’s fourth, a 5 1/2-furlong turf maiden 
for New York-breds. “He’s going to work on the turf now when 
the track opens. He was on the lead all the way and just got 
caught by a horse who was the big favorite. He should be very 
tough, he’s very fast horse.”

Bustin To Be Loved: Recent arrival from Belmont, 3-year-
old New York-bred by Bustin Stones finished third in last year’s 
Funny Cide Stakes here and ran in four straight stakes to fin-
ish the season. Sixth in waiver claiming race July 14. “He just 
came up from Belmont. He ran here one time. Led for about 
five-eighths of a mile. He won here last year. Just a cheaper 
horse that has a chance.”

Remstin: The son of Frost Giant can’t be missed with an 
off-centered blaze the covers most of his chestnut face. 
Sean Shay’s homebred stakes-placed 5-year-old gelding won 
$16,000 claiming race on the dirt July 3 at Belmont and fourth 
in 5 1/2-furlong turf allowance for state-breds here Aug. 3. 
“Neat-looking horse. Can’t miss him. Red Zinger was second 
in that race and he was fast closing fourth. He might have been 
the best horse in the race. He was blocked with nowhere to 
go, when he finally got out he came running, it was only 5 1/2 
furlongs. Trying the turf was a very good idea.”

Every day at Saratoga, 
The Special presents  

an exclusive Stable Tour  
with a Saratoga trainer.

with  
Gary Contessa

Tod Marks
Trainer Gary Contessa (left) has been to winner’s circle twice this season.

Continued On Page 9 

http://www.fasigtipton.com/
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On The Good List: New York-bred 2-year-
old filly by Speightstown cost DJ Stable 
$175,000 at last year’s Fasig-Tipton Kentucky 
October yearling sale. She shows six works, 
including two on the Oklahoma July 15 and 
Aug. 3. “She’s up here because we are get-
ting her ready to run. She’ll probably run here 
at the end of the meet. She’s a neat filly, very 
nice. I have to figure out turf or dirt and I al-
ways make the wrong decision.”

Sister Beauty: John Irwin spent $50,000 
on 2-year-old daughter of Revolutionary at 
last year’s Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-
bred yearling sale. She finished fifth in July 31 
debut going 6 furlongs on the dirt. “We had 
so much success with Maiden Beauty first 
time out winning the stake, then we went over 
to the yearling sale, her full-sister was in the 
sale. She’s nice, has all the right pieces in all 
the right places. She had a tough trip the other 
day, she was a little green but she could win 
here. She’ll come back before the end of the 
meet. They are both kind, sweet, gentle.”

Ill Will: Walk by the stall quickly and you 
would never know daughter of Palace Mal-
ice was only 2. Leonard Green’s filly cost 
$100,000 at last year’s Fasig-Tipton Kentucky 
July yearling sale. She finished sixth in Sun-
day’s opener after an eighth in her debut July 
21. “She’s a big sweetie and a big, good-look-
ing filly. We call her a filly/colt because she 
has a colt body on her. Interesting thing, I ran 
her first time out five-eighths on the turf be-
cause I love running on the turf first time out. 
They don’t get the kickback and you find out 
early on in their life if they will do good on the 
turf. She was last, last, last and came flying 
and only got beat by a couple of lengths and 
finished fifth. So the jock gets off and says 
please run her back on the dirt.”

Classy Sadie: The little chestnut looks 
like she escaped the yearling sale across the 
street, but don’t let her size fool you. Maid-
en winner in her second start June 20 at Bel-
mont, 2-year-old Emcee filly finished fourth in 
Stillwater Stakes for New York-breds here July 
18. She returned to the work tab with two turf 
breezes on the Oklahoma. “She’s a little skinny 
filly, a speedball. She’s a little better on turf. 
She was third on the turf, won on the dirt in 
the slop and then ran fourth on the dirt.” 

Today Comes Once: Tacked and waiting 
for her set to leave, the gray Cross Traffic filly 
can’t be missed. She’s on comeback trail with 
5-furlong work on the Oklahoma turf Aug. 4. 
Off since a fourth in the Maddie May March 
31, she’s worked six times at Saratoga. “This 
is a neat filly. She’s really nice, New York-bred 
3-year-old who got hurt. I brought her back 
and she’s just coming back. She could win an 
other-than, she’s a good filly.” 

Theitalianamerican: The big horse, liter-
ally. Monty Foss’ and John Moirano’s 2-year-
old by Girolamo finished second first out in 
Belmont maiden May 10 then hit the board in 
the Tremont Stakes and Rick Violette Stakes. 
“Here’s the big horse. I can’t believe he made 
the races. He weighs 1,600 pounds and is 
17 hands tall. When he gallops in the morn-
ing there’s a tsunami in Korea, such a heavy 
horse. Never misses an oat. He’s a talented, 
big gentle giant. I would never buy a 2-year-
old this big because usually they don’t make 
the races. But I looked at his legs and said ‘My 
god he worked :21 and 1, if his legs look this 
good he’s got to be a horse that can handle his 
size.’ Sure enough, he’s been great. Big giant.”

Darken A Day: Sequel Racing’s and Ami-
ra Chichakly’s 2-year-old New York-bred by 
Emcee RNA’d at Fasig-Tipton Midlantic May 
sale for $9,000. She finished third and fifth in 
maiden special weight races here July 17 and 
July 31. “Every trainer has something they do 
really well. What I do well is find inexpensive 
2-year-olds that everyone misses. Since I 
bought for her next to nothing I gave her to 
my son and all my assistant trainers. They get 
the money on her and I train her for free. And 
they’re all like ‘When’s the money coming?’ 
My son, every day, he’s 12 years old, ‘Dad, did 
the money come in yet?’ ”

Another Miracle: One of the barn’s 
two winners at the meet, 2-year-old son of 
American Pharoah graduated in second start 
going 5 1/2 furlongs on the main track July 
24. Owned by Leonard and Jon Green and a 
$210,000 yearling, he’s out of the stakes-win-
ning Medaglia d’Oro mare Retraceable. “You 
think American Pharoah and you think dirt. 
He’s 15 hands and he’s fast. One of the most 
amazing stats on American Pharoah is that 
eight American Pharoahs have broken their 
maiden, but he was the only one that did it on 
the dirt. The other seven did it on the grass. 
So I’m torn to run him on the dirt. I’m torn 
between the turf stake and the Hopeful, which 
is a stretch. You’ll find out when we run him.”

Wall Eye: Aptly named New York-bred 
2-year-old Quality Road filly lost one of her 
eyes at birth and Contessa loves the challenge 
of dealing with the issue. She finished sixth 
in maiden special weight Aug. 2 for owners 
Darlene Bilinksi and Harry Patten. “The reason 
they call her Wall Eye is because it’s like a wall. 
Many blind horses, the eyeball is still in there 
or it’s open. This one is all closed up, she was 
stepped on as a foal by her mother and lost 
her eye. She’s had to deal with this her whole 
life. She’s a real sweetie.” 

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

thisishorseracing.com
Home of The Special

and a lot more.

http://www.brisnet.com/saratoga


10 Tuesday, augusT 6, 2019The saraToga special

BY TOM LAW
Seven figures. That’s the dollar 

amount Jane Lyon predicted a colt bred 
and raised at her Summer Wind Farm 
would bring during Monday night’s 
opening session of the Fasig-Tipton 
Saratoga sale of selected yearlings. 

When the hammer dropped on Hip 
80, a colt by leading sire Tapit out 
of Grade 3 winner Feathered, Lyon 
proved better at predicting the value 
of her stock than any handicapper 
picking races in Saratoga or meteorol-
ogists trying to lock down an accurate 
forecast at this year’s race meeting. 

“Very excited,” Lyon said outside 
the Humphrey S. Finney Pavilion as 
bidding wound down during a strong 
opening night. “We thought he would 

be there. We had him pegged for $1 
million.”

The prediction proved spot on 
when representatives of West Point 
Thoroughbreds, including David In-
gordo bidding in the name Lane’s End 
Bloodstock and Terry Finley, land-
ed the colt named Flightline for that 
price. The seven-figure sale wound 
up the only one of the night, which 
was marked by yearlings that sold 
for $950,000, $900,000, $750,000 
and $725,000 during a session some 
predicted would be weaker of the two 
nights. Tod Marks

Hip 57, a lively Runhappy colt, shows off in the ring before bringing $230,000.

FASIG-TIPTON SALES RECAP

Tapit On Top
Son of leading sire brings  
$1 million to highlight Night 1

Continued On Page 12 

https://privatejetprofessionals.com/
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I T ’ S  T I M E  F O RI T ’ S  T I M E  F O R

.

I N TO  M I S C H I E F
w w w . s p e n d t h r i f t f a r m . c o m

2016 
Champion 2YO Sire

2017 
Champion 3YO Sire

2018
Champion 2YO Sire

2019
Leading General Sire

7 PREMIER YEARLINGS
SELLING TONIGHT.

http://www.spendthriftfarm.com/
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“We thought that’s what it would 
be but we were hoping, too,” Lyon 
said. “We’re really happy he did it.”

West Point Thoroughbreds bought 
the most expensive yearling at last 
year’s sale, going to $1.35 million for a 
Medaglia d’Oro colt with partners in-
cluding Rob Masiello. Finley said part-
ners for Monday night’s session-top-
ping Tapit colt would “come together 
probably in the next 24 hours.”

“We’ll probably have a couple that 
will come in but we’ll have to show 
them,” Finley said.

They’ll show a colt produced by 
one of Kentucky’s leading commer-
cial breeders from a rich Phipps fam-
ily pedigree with Grade 1 winners 
such as Finder’s Fee, Fantastic Find, 
Dancing Spree and Furlough. The 
session-topping colt is the second 
foal out of Feathered, a daughter of 
Indian Charlie who won three of 12 
starts, $577,474 and the Grade 3 
Edgewood Stakes in 2015 for Eclipse 
Thoroughbred Partners and trainer 
Todd Pletcher.

Lyon purchased the mare in foal 
to War Front for $2.35 million at the 
2016 Keeneland November breeding 
stock sale adding her to the stellar 
Summer Wind broodmare band that 
includes American Pharoah’s dam 
Littleprincessemma among others. 

Finley said he saw the session-top-
ping colt for the first time in the mid-
dle of spring, when Ingordo took him 
around to farm in Central Kentucky 
to inspect yearlings headed to the 
market. He liked the colt then and 
even more when he paid a visit to 
the Lane’s End consignment over the 
weekend. 

“He’s by Tapit, we love Tapit,” 
he said. “We thought he was a great 
physical. We thought we’d have a 
good shot at that level and I’m glad 
we ended up with the winning bid at 
the hammer drop. 

“The reserve I think was $749,000 
or $799,000, so I know they had a 
lot of confidence in the horse. I’m just 
very excited. You keep buying these 
kinds of horses, I’d like to think we’ll 
be back in the big time. That’s what 
partners want, they want really top-
end horses, take a shot at the brass 
ring so to speak.”

Sales –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Hip 82, a Tapit filly consigned by Gainesway, went for $950,000.Continued On Page 14 

https://www.nyrabets.com/#wagering
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Arrogate

LGB, LLC 2019 / Photo: Adam Coglianese 

Filly by Arrogate out of Lucas Street,
the dam of Millionaire and

Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare Sprint (G1) Winner
Wavell Avenue.

Arrogate won the Grade 1 Travers
in his Stakes debut, by 13 1/2 lengths

in Track Record Time ... 
the fastest mile and a quarter in the 

156 year history of the Saratoga Race Course, 
posting a -2 Ragozin Sheet Figure

www.arrogate.com/2019-foals

https://www.juddmonte.com/
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including ROYAL DELTA and PIONEEROF THE NILE

Grandsire of AMERICAN PHAROAH & CAIRO PRINCE

*as of 8/2

L ook  f or  HIs  y e a rl ing s  at  s a r at oga  &  K eenel a nd

Sire of 11 Grade 1 winners *

E M P I R E
M A K E R

g a i n e s way. c o m   +   8 5 9 . 2 9 3 . 2 6 7 6

The seven-figure sale helped spark 
an increase in the session’s average 
price compared to Day 1 last year. 
The average came in at $373,361, up 
7 percent from last year’s $348,976 
and higher than the overall average of 
$369,376 that established a Saratoga 
record in 2018. 

Fasig-Tipton reported sales on 61 
of the 85 yearlings in the first ses-
sion offered for $22,775,000, down 
$28,965,000 for the same session 
when 83 yearlings sold. The session’s 
median rose 5 percent, from $300,000 
to $315,000, and the opening ses-
sion’s buyback rate jumped from 22.4 
percent to 28.2 percent. 

“They’re similar to last year, slight 
increases in average, slight increase in 
median, which basically we said all 
week leading up to the sale that we 
were very confident coming into the 
sale,” Fasig-Tipton President Boyd 
Browning Jr. said. “We thought we 
had a good catalog, coming off a re-
cord sale last year, it’s hard to con-
tinue significant growth once you 

reach certain levels. Very pleased. The 
results were in line with our expec-
tations based on the feedback we re-
ceived on the sales grounds this week 
from both buyers and sellers alike.”

Just below the $1 million Tapit colt 
came four fillies on the list of leading 
sellers for the night. 

Donato Lanni, agent for Heider 
Family Stables, purchased the top 
filly and second most expensive year-
ling when he went to $950,000 for 
Hip 82, a daughter of Tapit from 
the same Phipps family and the next 
horse through the ring after the top-
per. Consigned by Gainesway, agent, 
the filly is out of the winning Seeking 
The Gold mare Pension. The dam of 
stakes winners Annual Report and 
Giant Payday, Pension is a full sis-
ter to Happy Hunting, who is out of 
Furlough and a half sister to Dancing 
Spree, Fantastic Find and Dancing All 
Night. 

The third highest price of the 
night came for Hip 49, a daugh-
ter of Medaglia d’Oro that brought 
$900,000.

Kerri Radcliffe met George Bolton 
on the sales grounds Monday morn-
ing, discussed horses on her short list 
and set out to take a few repeat looks 

at those she liked the most. Their first 
stop was Barn 9, longtime home of 
the Eaton Sales consignment and the 
first horse they asked to see was Hip 
49, who is out of the stakes-winning 
Street Sense mare Light The City. 

“She was the first horse I took 
George to see this morning; shouldn’t 
have done that,” Radcliffe joked to 
the assembled media after she signed 
the ticket for the second foal out of 

Sales –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Hip 49, a Medaglia d’Oro filly from Eaton Sales, went for $900,000.

Continued On Page 16 

http://gainesway.com/
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Time to buy a Maryland-Bred
Don’t miss your chance at Saratoga!
Be part of the Maryland success story
Like no other state, Maryland’s racing is 
supported by a working cooperative  
agreement between the racetracks,  
horsemen and breeders –  
All backed by pro-breeding and  
racing legislation and offers

Competitive purses

30% owner & breeder bonuses  
in all overnight races

Lucrative Md-Bred stakes program

Premier year-round racing

Better stallions. Better mares. Maryland-breds.
Learn more at MarylandThoroughbred.com

https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/


16 Tuesday, augusT 6, 2019The saraToga special

the mare who finished second in the 
Grade 1 Las Virgenes Stakes at Santa 
Anita Park. 

Radcliffe bought the filly on behalf 
of a partnership that included Bolton 
and Sheila Rosenblum. Those three, 
and others in the group, bid for the 
filly from behind the sales pavilion 
between fellow horsemen and tourists 
with a whiff of Sterno warming fuel 
from a food station nearby. 

“Hot women buy fast horses,” 
Bolton said, before summing up what 
he was doing with the group. “I’m 
holding on for dear life.

“Basically this was her pick of the 
whole sale, it’s the kind of athlete she 
likes to buy, we’re partnering in the 
horse instead of losing the horse, so 
that’s what we’re going to do.”

Consigned by Eaton Sales, agent, 
the filly was bred in Kentucky by 
Breeze Easy. Mike Hall and Sam 
Ross’ commercial operation also bred 
the first foal out of Light The City, an 
American Pharoah filly named First 
Grade Girl who did not sell on a bid 

of $525,000 at last year’s Keeneland 
September yearling sale. 

Radcliffe said the Medaglia d’Oro 
filly would stay in the U.S. and the 
partnership had not picked out a 
trainer yet. 

“She’s very special, looks like an 
athlete, she’s by a great sire and I 
loved her,” she said. “Beautiful head, 
just gorgeous, real quality.”

Lane’s End also sold the fourth 
most expensive yearling, Hip 89, pur-
chased by Lanni on behalf of Baoma 
Corp. for $750,000. A daughter of 
Into Mischief out of the stakes-win-
ning Unbridled mare Private Gift, the 
filly is a half to stakes winner Secret 
Someone from the family of Kentucky 
Oaks and Mother Goose winner Se-
cret Status. 

A big crowd of industry profes-
sionals and tourists turned out for the 
opening session, which got off to a 
steady if not spectacular start on a day 
that saw the stock market drop nearly 
800 points or close to 3 percent. 

Three yearlings reached $500,000 
or more after the first 27 horses 
through the ring before Hip 38, a fil-
ly by Curlin consigned by Blake-Al-

Sales –
 Continued from page 14

Tod Marks
Hip 38, a Curlin filly consigned by Blake-Albina, went for $725,000.Continued On Page 18 

http://www.showcaseocala.com/
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https://www.xpressbet.com/special
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By Your Side
Cambier Parc
Chasing Yesterday 
Fancy Dress Party

Mucho Unusual
Point of Honor 
Recruiting Ready
Regal Glory

2019 Graded stakes grads include:

bina Thoroughbred Services, agent, 
brought $725,000 from Charlotte 
Weber’s Live Oak Plantation. 

Blake-Albina, a partnership of 
Ron Blake and Hanzly Albina, also 
sold Hip 27, a Carpe Diem filly, for 
$250,000, and Hip 46, a filly by 
Quality Road, for $525,000 early in 
the proceedings. 

“I loved that filly; I wanted a lot 
of money and she got it,” Albina said 
of the Curlin filly out of the Indian 
Charlie mare Kateri. “I thought she 
was a queen. The price was in line 
with what a good filly should cost in 
today’s market. The two fillies I had 
I thought were the top fillies in the 
sale to be honest with you. I looked at 
all the horses, maybe I’m biased but 
I thought they were the best. They 
brought very good money.

“The market here is strong and the 
horses are very good. Fasig’s done an 
unbelievable job. They have the cream 
of the cream here and the people are 
coming and want to pay for them. 
There’s something for everyone, a lot 

of good representation of sires, differ-
ent price points but they’re top level.”

The general consensus on the sales 
grounds all weekend and prior to and 
during Monday’s session was that the 
second session might produce more 
fireworks. 

The session features several colts, 
early and late in the catalog, that gen-
erated plenty of presale buzz, repeat 
looks and veterinary examination. 
Those factors and a solid start give 
Browning reason for optimism head-
ing into today’s final session. 

“We saw very competitive bidding 
throughout the evening, lots of qual-
ity horses walked through the sales 
ring tonight, diverse group of buyers, 
lot of strength and diversity in that 
buying bench,” he said. “Overall I’m 
very pleased and excited with another 
outstanding group of horses on deck. 
It will be another outstanding session 
tomorrow night. 

“We had some good horses. It 
takes a little while to build the mo-
mentum but I don’t think the stock 
market had anything to do with it. 
We’re still near record highs, signifi-
cant increases through the year from 
the financial marketplace and we’ll 
have a great sale tomorrow.”

Sales –
 Continued from page 16

Tod Marks
Consignor Reiley McDonald shows Hip 79, a Street Sense filly who went for $315,000.

http://www.eddiewoods.com/
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https://mowproject.org/


20 Tuesday, augusT 6, 2019The saraToga special

Convenient to the 1-mile dirt track, seven-eighths mile all-weather track, miles of grass gallops and wooded trails, as well as  
adjacent to the Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center. Direct access to new state-of-the-art turf course and CCI***** horse park.

Barn for saleFair Hill Training Center
Outstanding, well-designed and impeccably maintained training barn in the world-renowned Fair Hill Training Center.   

Home to 27 Grade 1 winners. 52 stalls, turnout paddocks, round pens, salt vapor stall, security system, offices, all you need.

Centrally located in the racetrack rich Mid-Atlantic.  “Race and return” to 12 tracks.  
No other location in the U.S. offers this kind of racing availability.

For additional information contact: 
A. John Price (302) 378-1979 • (888) 909-FARM

or mobile (302) 379-6318

Tod Marks
Get cleaned up, they do it all again Tuesday night at Fasig-Tipton.

Leading Sellers
The top yearlings sold in Monday’s opening session of the Fasig-Tipton sale with pedigree and 
consignor, followed by buyer and price:

Hip 80 c. Tapit-Feathered (Lane’s End, agent),
West Point Thoroughbreds Inc., L.E.B., agent. ........................................................$1,000,000

Hip 82 f. Tapit-Pension (Gainesway, agent), 
Donato Lanni, agent for Heider Family Sables. ............................................................$950,000

Hip 49 f. Medaglia d’Oro-Light The City (Eaton Sales, agent), 
Kerri Radcliffe, agent ...................................................................................................$900,000

Hip 89 f. Into Mischief-Private Gift (Lane’s End, agent), 
Lane’s End, agent. Donato Lanni, agent for Baoma Corp. ...........................................$750,000 

Hip 38 f. Curlin-Kateri (Blake-Albina Thoroughbred Services, agent), 
Live Oak Plantation .....................................................................................................$725,000 

Hip 60 c. Pioneerof The Nile-Merry Meadow (Taylor Made Sales Agency, agent), 
Donato Lanni, agent for SF Bloodstock, Starlight, Madaket ........................................$625,000

Hip 100 c. Curlin-Room For Me  (Woodford Thoroughbreds, agent), 
White Birch Farm ........................................................................................................$600,000 

Hip 91 c. Into Mischief-Quiet Temper (Denali Stud, agent), 
Mike Ryan, agent ........................................................................................................$600,000

Hip 24 f. Frosted-India (Lane’s End, agent), 
Mike Ryan, agent ........................................................................................................$575,000 

Hip 99 c. Quality Road-Risk A Chance (Sequel N.Y., agent for Chester & Mary Broman), 
China Horse Club/Maverick Racing .............................................................................$550,000 

Hip 48 f. Ghostzapper-Le Relais (Taylor Made Sales, agent for Stonestreet Bred & Raised), 
Bach Stables ...............................................................................................................$550,000

For complete results, see fasigtipton.com 

Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Yearling Sales
Second Session, Tuesday, Aug. 6

6:30 p.m.
Humphrey S. Finney Sales Pavilion, East Avenue and George Street
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http://www.bluewatersales.com/
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     CENTRAL KENTUCKY’S FINEST HORSE FARMS 
Hill & Regan Parker  (859) 608-8039 

www.LexHorseFarms.com 
“Real Horse People helping Real Horse People” 

5222 Paris Pike, Lexington 
Sporting one of the finest homes in Kentucky! This 447 acre, historic horse farm is located on 
one of the best horse streets in the world. The sellers will consider a division of the farm. The 

state features 74 stalls in 5 barns, 4 auxiliary residences/offices, multiple equipment barns, a lake, 
tree-lines paved roads, gated entries, spring house, European style walker, 

double fenced paddocks with stately trees, frontage on 2 roads. The circa 1830 
mansion has been lovingly restore with no expense spared. The home has the 
finest detailed millwork that you can find, original ash floors, coffered ceil-

ings, intricately detailed built-ins, paneled office, tons of finely crafted wain-
scoting, first floor owner's suite, hand crafted shutters that retract into the 

walls, a 48 foot long great room & more. $9,750,000   

4721 Newtown Pike, Lexington 
A gorgeous 58 acre farm with prime soils located less than 5 miles from the Kentucky Horse Park.  

This fabulous land has no conservation easement over it and is well worth the asking price for the land 
alone, not including the structures. The land is gently rolling to level in places and is mostly cleared 

except for trees around the houses and the perimeter of the property. Located on one of the best streets 
in Lexington for raising a horse. The farm has a 2800 sq. ft. house with hardwoods throughout the first 

floor, a tenant house, and an antique tobacco barn with original wood pegs. A gem! $825,000 

BY TOM LAW
Everyone remembers their first 

Saratoga experience, or at least they 
should. 

Arthur Hancock falls into that 
category and Sunday, while the lone 
horse in his Stone Farm consignment 
took an early afternoon snooze, he re-
called it and others that happened or 
almost happened. 

“I was younger and it was real hot 
at home,” said Hancock, not certain 
of the exact year. “When we got up 
here it was cool and you could see 
your breath in the morning. That re-
ally impressed me. I thought that was 
the greatest thing, right in the sum-
mer.

“I remember asking my father, 

‘Why is that like this here?’ He ba-
sically explained it to me, saying be-
cause it’s further north here and it’s 
cooler here. I remember thinking, ‘I 
want to move here.’ It’s so nice, you 
know?”

Hancock is a member of the fourth 
generation of his family to sell year-
lings in the cooler climes of upstate 
New York. He follows his great 
grandfather, Capt. Richard Hancock 
of Charlottesville, Va., grandfather 
Arthur Boyd Hancock Sr., who would 
later establish the family’s revered 
Claiborne Farm in Paris, Ky., and fa- Susie Raisher

Sone Farm’s Arthur Hancock and his one-horse consignment.

FASIG-TIPTON SALE

Stone Solo
Hancock returns to Saratoga 
sale with Curlin yearling colt

Continued On Page 24 

http://www.lexhorsefarms.com/
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https://salleehorsevans.com/
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ther Arthur B. “Bull” Hancock. Clai-
borne Farm is run by Arthur’s young-
er brother Seth and his son Walker, 
while Arthur runs Stone Farm a few 
miles down KY-627 in Paris. 

Stone Farm brought a consignment 
to Saratoga this year – Hip 174, a 
colt by Curlin out of Grade 3 winner 
America – for the first time since 2008. 
The farm sold two yearlings that year, 
a filly by Menifee for $100,000 and a 
Cherokee Run colt for $110,000. 

The Menifee filly was named Red-
verse and she won three of 13 starts, 
placed in a stakes at Woodbine at 2 
and retired with $170,777 in earn-
ings. She’s the dam of two foals to 
race and both are winners, along with 
an unraced 2-year-old colt by Blues-
kiesandrainbows named Redskiesat-
night. The Cherokee Run wound up 
gelded, named Dickie B and also was 
a winner.

“It’s been awhile since we’ve been 
up here,” Hancock said. “We’re close 
to Keeneland and it’s so much easier 
to go across town. I love it up here 
and the Fasig-Tipton people have 
been great to us always. They’re nice 
people. I love Saratoga, the people up 
here are nice. They’re not down home 
but they’re up home. They’re good 
folks and the weather is great. It’s nice 
to be back, this place has been a big 
part of my life.”

Sitting in a director’s chair outside 
his consignment, Hancock and his 
wife Staci and daughter Lynn talked 
about the Curlin colt bred by Bobby 
Flay, Sunday Silence, Gato del Sol, 
Goodbye Halo and Owsley. 

The latter provided Stone Farm 
with its biggest win at Saratoga in the 
Hancocks’ estimation when she took 
the Grade 3 Glens Falls Handicap in 
2002 under Edgar Prado for trainer 
Randy Schulhofer. 

“Her winning the Glens Falls, that 
was a thrill,” Hancock said. 

Goodbye Halo, winner of the Ken-
tucky Oaks and Mother Goose in 
1988, finished fourth of five for Hall 
of Fame trainer Charlie Whittingham 
in that year’s Alabama behind Maple-

jinsky, Make Change and Willa On 
The Move. 

“We were the favorite,” Hancock 
said of the filly who later finished 
third in the epic Breeders’ Cup Dis-
taff won by Personal Ensign by a nose 
over Kentucky Derby-winning filly 
Winning Colors. 

“She didn’t like it up here,” Staci 
said. 

“It was hot. Ninety-six that day, 
the hottest I’d ever seen it here,” Ar-
thur said. “The mosquitoes had got-
ten her over there. Remember she had 
like 10 big mosquito bites on her.”

“I remember Charlie was trying 
to figure out what to do,” Staci said. 
“You were trying to help him back 
there. It didn’t go well.”

As for Gato del Sol, winner of the 
Kentucky Derby in 1982 for Eddie 
Gregson out of California and lat-
er Howie Tesher in New York; and 
Sunday Silence, eventual Horse of the 
Year best known for his 3-1 record 
against Easy Goer in the 1989 Triple 
Crown races and Breeders’ Cup Clas-
sic, they too nearly had brushes with 
Saratoga fame. 

“I wanted to bring Sunday Silence 
up here for the Travers, but Charlie, 
you know, thought we’d go a differ-
ent route,” Hancock said. 

Sunday Silence lost his first race 
after the Triple Crown series, finish-
ing second to Prized in the Grade 1 
Swaps Stakes at Hollywood Park, to 
scuttle any chance no matter how re-
mote of coming back east to take on 
Easy Goer in the Travers. Sunday Si-
lence rebounded from the Swaps with 
back-to-back wins in the Grade 1 Su-
per Derby and Breeders’ Cup Classic 
to lock down Horse of the Year and 
champion 3-year-old male honors. 

“That was the right thing because 
we won the Breeders’ Cup,” Arthur 
said. “We did run in the Travers here 
with Gato.” 

“That was a disaster,” Staci said. 
“Gato was a disaster because he ran 
from behind and Mr. Tesher decided 
to set the pace. The horse that won 
the race ran from behind, Runaway 
Groom.”

“Well, that’s what happens some-
times,” Arthur said. “That’s horse 
racing.”

Hancock –
 Continued from page 22

thisishorseracing.com
 Home of The Special & a lot more

http://itm.ie/en/home/


25Tuesday, augusT 6, 2019 The saraToga special

BiedermanRe alEstate.com

Tom Biederman
Broker / Auctioneer
859.312.0606

1076 Wellington Way | Lexington, KY 40513
859.277.2030

Kidds Mill Rd, Woodford Co. • $3,595,000
38± Acres, Spectacular Sport Horse Farm, luxurious 
custom 6,200 sqft residence,  guest home, lovely 
7-stall horse barn, lg outdoor arena,  storage barn, 
plank fenced paddocks, creek frontage, and more!  

Bethel Road, Scott Co. • $1,050,000
65± Acres, Lex.  addr, mins. to KY Horse Park, 
18 stall barn, plank fencing, 6 fields, 10 paddocks, 
tree-lined drive, stacked stone fencing along road 
frontage. Level topography, good arena potential. 

South Yarnallton Pike, Lexington, KY
Fantastic location, excellent soils, several parcel 
options: 30, 61½, or 91½ Acres, 16 stall horse 
barn, 7 stall shedrow barn, 3BR/2BA house, & 2nd 
residence.  Minutes to KY Horse Park, Keeneland.

Serving Central Kentucky Since 1994 

NEW 

LISTIN
G!

https://biedermanrealestate.com/
http://www.hiddenbrookfarmky.com/


26 Tuesday, augusT 6, 2019The saraToga special

BY JOE CLANCY
It’s early spring, maybe late winter at Virginia’s Middleburg Training 

Center and Sidney Watters Jr. puts together a set of 2-year-olds.
Tom Skiffington puts his tack on one. Colum O’Brien heads for an-

other. The third, the biggest, gets a special request.
“You’re the biggest rider, get up on the big guy,” Watters says to 

Leo O’Brien, Colum’s somewhat larger brother. Leo does as he’s told 
and then tries to follow instructions once out on the track. Watters 
wants them to gallop, then pick up the pace over the final quarter 
mile. It’s early days, but it’s also time for a test. Who’s fast? Who’s 
competitive? Who’s worthy of joining the string in New York for 
a juvenile campaign?

The two smaller colts are quicker, more agile, and outrun 
Leo and his mount for the first mile. When it’s time to quicken 
up, they sprint away again. Then Leo feels it, the colt finds his 
stride, catches up to himself, accelerates and passes his two 
mates while galloping out. Leo pulls him up, feels proud, 
figures Watters will be delighted.

“Where is he?” the rider asks himself as they go past 
the trackside clockers’ stand. Watters was waiting back 
at the barn.

“If he can’t beat those horses, he’s useless,” Watters 
barks.

“Wait a second,” Leo sputters, Irish brogue put to 
the test. “You didn’t see. This horse can fly. It might 
take him a little while to get going, but he can really 
run. Believe me.”

In time, Watters and everyone else believed.
The big colt was Hoist The Flag. By year’s end 

he’d be champion 2-year-old colt of 1970, unde-
feated in four starts (with one debatable disqual-
ification), and the favorite for the 1971 Kentucky 
Derby. 

And it all started at Saratoga 50 years ago. By Tom Rolfe 
out of the War Admiral mare Wavy Navy, the bay colt joined five 
others in the 1969 consignment of John Gaines and James Houlahan in Barn 
7B. They sold on the last of four nights. Bred by John Schiff, Hoist The Flag 
was Hip 203. He had people talking, though some of the chatter was about a 
bruised eye. Watters, bidding for Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Clark Jr., went to 
$37,000 to prevail over George Poole who was bidding for Sonny Whitney.

The name over the door to Stall 28 in Barn 7B 
at Fasig-Tipton carries plenty of weight, while 
the 1969 catalog page was fairly ordinary, in-
cluding stakes-winning steeplechasers Navy 
Blue and Triomphe.

The One
and Only
Fifty years ago, the
great Hoist The Flag  
graced Saratoga sale

Continued On Page 28 

Susie Raisher



27Tuesday, augusT 6, 2019 The saraToga special

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses  

include 64 individual Grade 1 winners
and the winners of  99 Grade 1 races. 

Some of the races they’ve won.

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

A . G .  VA N D E R B I LT   ( 2 )

A LC I B I A D E S

A R L I N G TO N  M I L L I O N  

AW E S O M E  AG A I N 

B E L M O N T  D E R BY

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  C L A S S I C

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  T U R F  ( 2 )

BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY & MARE TURF 

D E L AWA R E  H A N D I C A P 

D O N N  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

D U B A I  W O R L D  C U P

F LO R I DA  D E R BY

F R A N K  K I L R O E  M I L E 

F R I Z E T T E

G A R D E N  C I T Y

G R A N D  N AT I O N A L  H U R D L E

H A S K E L L  I N V I TAT I O N A L

H O L LY W O O D  T U R F  C U P

I R O Q U O I S  H U R D L E  ( 2 )

J O E  H I R S C H  T U R F  C L A S S I C  ( 2 )

K E N T U C K Y  D E R BY  ( 2 )

K I N G ’ S  B I S H O P

LO N E S O M E  G LO R Y  H U R D L E

M A K E R ’ S  4 6  M I L E  ( 3 )

M A N H AT TA N  ( 2 )

M A N  O ’  WA R  ( 4 )

M AT R I A R C H  ( 2 )

M E T R O P O L I TA N  M I L E

N E A R C T I C  S TA K E S

P R I O R E S S

Q U E E N  E L I Z A B E T H  I I

S H A D W E L L  T U R F  M I L E

S P I N AWAY  ( 2 )

S P I N S T E R

S W O R D  DA N C E R  ( 4 )

T E S T

U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  ( 2 )

VA N I T Y  H A N D I C A P

W H I T N E Y  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

W O O D  M E M O R I A L

Mowing the yard. Spreading the 
manure. Cutting the fi elds. Moving
the bedding. Stacking the hay. 
Grading the driveway. Dragging the 
track. Feeding the horses. Clearing
the trails. Digging the post-holes. 
Transporting the tack. 

You do it all, so we do too. John Deere 
offers the tools and equipment you 
need to make your life easy and 
stress-free. From your backyard to your 
horse farm, we offer all equine members 
Exclusive Equine Discounts on mowers, 
gators, tractors, implements, and more! 
The best part? Every time you use 
your equine discount at John Deere, a 
percentage of that sale goes back to the 
equine industry! Your horses might eat 
your money, but we here at John Deere 
like to keep it in your wallet and give 
some back to your passion—horses.

To learn more on how NTRA members 
can save up to 28% on a wide array of 
John Deere equipment, visit 
www.JohnDeere.com/Equine
or call the John Deere Equine Support 
Center at 866-678-4289.

Running with the best...
on and off the track

John Deere is proud to be the Exclusive 
Equipment Supplier of Agricultural, Turf 

and Construction Equipment to the NTRA!

HORSEPHOTOS.COM

https://www.deere.com/en/campaigns/ag-turf/greenfleet/association/?guid=LP-ab1b9bc2-88d8-44ec-971d-71159729d6cc
http://fairhilletc.com/
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Fasig-Tipton bid spotter and auctioneer Steve 
Dance was there.

“Sidney Watters,” he said Monday morning, go-
ing full Maryland where the last name sounds more 
like Wooders. “OK, OK, he sat right there on my 
left with Mr. and Mrs. Clark. They were in the third 
or fourth row. Right in front or behind them were 
Mr. and Mrs. Mills, Bert Firestone would have been 
a little bit further up. In the back row were Mr. and 
Mrs. Ledyard. I remember Russell Jones jumping 
up and pointing at somebody trying to bid that no-
body saw, but that was probably a different year.”

Dance said it like he was refreshing his memory, 
and he was, but the point was the 1969 Saratoga 
sales pavilion was home to racing’s elite just like 
it is today. From the auctioneers’ stand, Watters 
and the Clarks sat in the center section – a little bit 
to the right. Watters landed a racing legend with a 
raise of his hand that day.

From Middleburg, Hoist The Flag joined Wat-
ters at Belmont Park. He made his debut on Sept. 
11, 1970 and won by 2 1/2 lengths going 6 furlongs. 
Twelve days later, he won again – this time by 5 
going 6 1/2. Next came the Oct. 1 Cowdin Stakes, 
where he blitzed 11 others in 1:22 and change. As 
it does today, the 1-mile Champagne beckoned ev-
ery good 2-year-old in New York. Sixteen horses 

showed up and Hoist The Flag drew off to win by 
3 lengths at 4-5. The stewards thought otherwise, 
however, and placed him last for interference early 
in the $250,000 race. Even today O’Brien scoffs. 

“He was outside in a big field and Jean Cruguet 
went to drop in and one of the stewards said he 
bothered some horses.”

O’Brien snuck into the film session afterward 
and listened as the stewards talked to Cruguet and 
Braulio Baeza about the incident. The stewards ex-
plained all that happened, told Cruguet what he 
should have done differently. Then O’Brien heard 
Baeza speak.

“I wasn’t fouled, I had no chance. That horse 
can’t be beaten.”

Hoist The Flag was named champion 2-year-old 
male, and spent the winter in Camden, S.C. Watters 
pegged an allowance race at Bowie as the 3-year-
old debut in March. Going 6 furlongs, Hoist The 
Flag was never headed and won by 15 lengths. By 
then, Colum was the horse’s regular exercise rider, 
but Leo took a break from the steeplechase circuit 
and made the trip to Bowie. He was awed, and just 
a little bit defiant.

“The Clarks wanted me to raise the American 
flag as he was coming up the stretch, but I was em-
barrassed,” Leo said. “I didn’t want to do anything 
like that. Mrs. Clark asked me. I was like, ‘OK.’ We 
were at Bowie and I was standing on the ground by 
the wire. He was 10 lengths in front and I raised it. 
I hoisted the flag. They got a kick out of that.”

At Aqueduct eight days later, Hoist The Flag 

made easy work of the Bay Shore – winning by 7 
lengths, fouling nobody and consuming all the early 
Triple Crown talk. Ten days later, it all came crash-
ing down. On March 30, Hoist The Flag broke his 
right hind leg just after a 5-furlong workout on the 
Belmont Park training track. 

“I was in Virginia and I just remember every-
body crying,” said Leo, who won 137 races as an 
American jump jockey and later trained Saratoga 
legend Fourstardave among others. “It was terri-
ble.”

Hoist The Flag lived through the injury and sub-
sequent surgery, and became a sire at Claiborne 
Farm. Among his sons and daughters were dual 
Arc de Triomphe winner Alleged and champion 
2-year-old filly Sensational. As a broodmare sire, 
he is responsible for Personal Ensign, Broad Brush 
and Cryptoclearance. He died in 1980 and is buried 
at Claiborne. His mark on the breed was powerful, 
though it might have been more.

“The horse would have won the Derby, all those 
races,” said O’Brien. “Nobody could beat him. He 
was a super horse, 16.2, good-sized, no bad habits, 
great horse to ride, really and truly.”

As it does with many of its star graduates, 
Fasig-Tipton gave Hoist The Flag a plaque above 
his Saratoga home in 1969. It adorns Stall 28 in 
Barn 7B, home to the Taylor Made Sales yearlings. 
A Pioneerof The Nile filly calls it home this week. 
Monday, she was in the back corner munching hay 
and waiting for her next showing. 

If she felt the significance, she didn’t show it.

Hoist The Flag –
 Continued from page 26

http://www.darbydan.com/
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*DREAM SUPREME OVERNIGHT STAKES

Runs Fri., Nov. 1
$120,000
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 26
(no nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

RIVER CITY (GIII)

Runs Sat., Nov. 16
$125,000
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Nov. 2
($125 nomination fee)
1 1/8 Miles Turf

*BET ON SUNSHINE OVERNIGHT STAKES

Runs Sat., Nov. 2
$120,000
Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 26
(no nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

*STREET SENSE OVERNIGHT STAKES

Runs Sun., Oct. 27
$120,000
Two Year Olds

Closes Oct. 19 
(no nomination fee)
1 Mile

*RAGS TO RICHES OVERNIGHT STAKES

Runs Sun., Oct. 27
$120,000
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Oct. 19
(no nomination fee)
1 Mile

CHILUKKI (GIII)

Runs Sat., Nov. 2
$200,000
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 19
($200 nomination fee)
1 Mile

COMMONWEALTH TURF (GIII)

Runs Sat., Nov. 9
$125,000
Three Year Olds

Closes Oct. 26
($125 nomination fee)
 1 1/16 Miles Turf

CLARK (GI) 
presented by Norton Healthcare

Runs Fri., Nov. 29
$500,000
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Nov. 16
($300 nomination fee)
 1 1/8 Mile

CARDINAL (GIII)

Runs Thurs., Nov. 28
$125,000
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 16
($125 nomination fee)
1 1/8 Miles Turf

FALLS CITY (GII)

Runs Thurs., Nov. 28
$250,000
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 16
($250 nomination fee)
1 1/8 Mile

KENTUCKY JOCKEY CLUB (GII) 
2020 Kentucky Derby Points Race

Runs Sat., Nov. 30
$250,000
Two Year Olds

Closes Nov. 16
($250 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

GOLDEN ROD (GII) 
2020 Kentucky Oaks Points Race

Runs Sat., Nov. 30
$250,000
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Nov. 16
($250 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

STARS OF TOMORROW II

STARS OF TOMORROW I

MRS. REVERE (GII)

Runs Fri., Nov. 29
$300,000
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Nov. 16
($300 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles Turf

2019 Fall Meet 
Stakes Schedule

OCTOBER 27 - DECEMBER 1

*Pending Approval and Includes KTDF monies 

Attorney and Counselor at Law
Andrew J. Mollica,Esq.

Dedicated to protecting the rights of Horsemen.

General and Equine Practice of Law
20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell • 516 352-6853 office 
jdmol@aol.com 
Licensed New York and New Jersey

General and Equine Practice of Law 

20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell · 516 352-6853 office
jdmol@aol.com
Licensed New York and New Jersey
All Aspects of Immigration

	  

	  

	  

	  

Available for  
appraisals and  

consultations in  
Saratoga for the  

2019 Meet!

Osprey, Ltd
www.ospreyarms.com
Selling the World’s

Finest Firearms
Wanted to Buy: Single Items or Entire Collections

Shotguns, Rifles and Double Rifles for 
the Collector, Investor and  
Discerning Sportsman
info@ospreyarms.com
516.652-3912

http://www.ospreyarms.com/
http://www.pizzadelivery.farm/
https://www.kentuckyderby.com/
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TRAINERS ......................1ST
Chad Brown ....................................... 18
Bill Mott ............................................... 8
Todd Pletcher ....................................... 8
Linda Rice ............................................ 7
Jim Bond .............................................. 6
Jeremiah Englehart .............................. 6
Danny Gargan ...................................... 6
Jason Servis ........................................ 6
Mark Casse .......................................... 5
Christophe Clement .............................. 5
Mike Maker .......................................... 5
Steve Asmussen .................................. 4
Brad Cox .............................................. 4
Robertino Diodoro ............................... 4
Graham Motion .................................... 4
Jorge Abreu ......................................... 3
Rusty Arnold ........................................ 3
Kiaran McLaughlin ............................... 3
Wesley Ward ........................................ 3
Tom Albertrani ..................................... 2
Rob Atras ............................................. 2
Charlton Baker ..................................... 2
David Cannizzo ..................................... 2
Gary Contessa ...................................... 2
Chris Englehart .................................... 2
Gary Gullo ............................................ 2
Ray Handal ........................................... 2
Stan Hough .......................................... 2
Eddie Kenneally .................................... 2
Bruce Levine ........................................ 2
Mike Miceli ........................................... 2
Orlando Noda ....................................... 2
Rudy Rodriguez ................................... 2
John Terranova .................................... 2
Tom Amoss .......................................... 1
Antonio Arriaga .................................... 1
Bob Baffert ........................................... 1
Phil Bauer ............................................ 1
Rodolphe Brisset .................................. 1
Tom Bush ............................................. 1
Jose Camejo ........................................ 1
Luis Carvajal Jr .................................... 1
Ben Cecil .............................................. 1
Bentley Combs ..................................... 1
Kelsey Danner ...................................... 1
Cherie DeVaux ...................................... 1
Michael Dini ......................................... 1
David Donk .......................................... 1
Jack Fisher ........................................... 1
Leah Gyarmati ...................................... 1
Mark Hennig ........................................ 1
Eduardo Jones ..................................... 1
Mike Lauer ........................................... 1
Ken McPeek ......................................... 1
Jorge Navarro ...................................... 1

Michelle Nevin ...................................... 1
Victoria Oliver ...................................... 1
Doug O’Neill ......................................... 1
Catherine Day Phillips .......................... 1
Chris Progno ........................................ 1
Anthony Quartarolo .............................. 1
Adam Rice ............................................ 1
Jim Ryerson ......................................... 1
Rick Schosberg .................................... 1
Gary Sciacca ........................................ 1
Joe Sharp ............................................. 1
Jonathan Sheppard .............................. 1
Al Stall Jr. ............................................. 1 
Kent Sweezey ....................................... 1
Jonathan Thomas ................................ 1
Jimmy Toner ........................................ 1
Stacy Torelli ......................................... 1
John Toscano Jr. .................................. 1
Mike Trombetta .................................... 1
Miguel Vera .......................................... 1
George Weaver..................................... 1
Ian Wilkes ............................................ 1
Leslie Young  ....................................... 1
Nick Zito ............................................... 1

JOCKEYS .......................1ST
Jose Ortiz ........................................... 27
Irad Ortiz Jr.  ...................................... 22
Javier Castellano ................................ 17
Luis Saez ............................................ 17
Jose Lezcano ..................................... 16
Joel Rosario ....................................... 14
Junior Alvarado .................................. 10
Manny Franco ...................................... 8
Tyler Gaffalione .................................... 8
Kendrick Carmouche ............................ 7
Ricardo Santana Jr ............................... 7
John Velazquez .................................... 5
Chirs Landeros ..................................... 4
David Cohen ......................................... 3
Dylan Davis .......................................... 3
Tom Garner .......................................... 2
Julien Leparoux .................................... 2
Shaun Bridgmohan .............................. 1
Eric Cancel ........................................... 1
Alex Cintron ......................................... 1
Emisael Jaramillo ................................. 1
Rajiv Maragh ........................................ 1
Joey Martinez ....................................... 1
Willie McCarthy .................................... 1
Luis Reyes ........................................... 1
Edwin Rivera ........................................ 1
Mike Smith ........................................... 1
Jorge Vargas ........................................ 1

Tod Marks
Linda Rice is fourth with seven wins.

Tod Marks
Jose Ortiz has vaulted to the top of the list.

Tod Marks
Jim Bond’s six wins have him in the top five.

Tod Marks
Jose Lezcano has 16 wins.

Tod Marks
Jeremiah Englehart has won six.

Tod Marks
Chris Landeros has four wins.

All the winners at Saratoga Race Course this season (through Tuesday):
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COLONIAL DOWNS
August 8 – September 7

Restricted races daily for VA-Bred, VA-Sired & VA-Certified horses.
Owners earn 25% more when your Virginia horse wins in open company.

Follow the turf to a pot of gold.

V I R G I N I A  E Q U I N E  A L L I A N C E
250 West Main Street, Suite 100, Charlottesville, VA 22902 | 434.977.3716

GRADUATING OVER

250 STAKES WINNERS
       MULTIPLE CLASSIC WINNERS
          AND A CHAMPION

Photos: Hoofprints,Inc.

LEGACY STABLELEGACY STABLE
BREAK AND TRAIN YOUR PROSPECTS // FRESHEN YOUR OLDER HORSES

EONS // WINNER OF FOUR IN A ROW, INCLUDING KENT S.-G3

GOTHAM GALA // WINNER OF THE OBEAH STAKES

ALSO: LEMONADE THURSDAY Runaway winner of an allowance at Monmouth in first start of the season.

BRAD STAUFFER 803-640-1454 // RON STEVENS 803-640-5009 // BASED AT THE WORLD-FAMOUS AIKEN TRAINING TRACK // LEGACYAIKEN@AOL.COM

https://www.virginiahorseracing.com/
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RACING RETURNS
AUGUST 8 - SEPTEMBER 7  |  THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS AT 5PM 

$500,000 in Daily Purses  $1.8 MILLION in Stakes Purses
$250,000 G-3 Virginia Derby on Saturday, August 31

Owner/Trainer Participation Incentives

BY PAUL HALLORAN
It was the mid-1890s and Mort Ma-

hony was fresh out of the City College 
of New York and working on Wall 
Street, not far from the Lower East Side 
neighborhood where he grew up. One 
day he was asked to run some bets to 
the racetrack, which at that time could 
have been one of the Brooklyn tracks 
Sheepshead Bay, Brighton Beach or 
Gravesend, or perhaps Morris Park in 
the Bronx.

Like many racing fans after their first 
visit to the track, Mahony was hooked.

He fell in love with racing and gave 
up his Wall Street job to work for one 
of the bookmakers whose betting rings 
at that time offered the only opportu-
nity to wager on the races. By 1902, 
Mahony – now working for legendary 
bookmaker John G. Cavanagh – had 
been dispatched to oversee the betting 
ring at Kenilworth Park in Buffalo.

For the next 114 years, without in-
terruption, someone named Mahony 
was tending to betting pools at race-
tracks in America, including Mahony’s 
three sons and his grandson, Patrick, who served 
as the New York Racing Association’s senior vice 
president of mutuels from 2003 until his retirement 
in 2016.

In recognition of Patrick’s tenure and the Maho-
ny family’s more than a century of distinguished ser-
vice to bettors throughout the country, NYRA runs 
the inaugural $100,000 Mahony Stakes Wednesday 
at Saratoga Race Course.

“It was a privilege for me to have the experience 
of working for NYRA,” Pat Mahony said. “It was 

extremely rewarding to be associated with those 
three tracks (Aqueduct, Belmont and Saratoga). 
They are iconic names in racing around the world.”

While the Mahonys’ run ended with Pat, he un-
hesitatingly admits that his grandfather deserves 
the majority of credit for the family’s impressive 
longevity in the racetrack wagering world. 

Mort went to Pimlico in 1904 to run the betting 
ring for Cavanagh, for whom he worked until 1909, 
and oversaw the transition to pari-mutuel wagering 
there starting in 1908. In 1911, Mort introduced 
pari-mutuel wagering at Woodbine, which became 

the first fully manned, fully equipped 
mutuels facility in North America. 

Over the next several decades, Mort 
and his staff established and supervised 
betting in every state east of Kentucky, 
as well as Texas, Michigan and Ohio, 
Pat Mahony said.

Gambling was outlawed in New 
York from late-1910 until mid-1913. 
When racing returned, bookmakers 
took the bets for another quarter-cen-
tury until pari-mutuel wagering was in-
troduced in 1940. Mort, who had been 
away from the New York scene for 
three decades, returned to run the mu-
tuels at Belmont and Saratoga, which 
operated independently at that time. 
The Greater New York Association, 
the precursor to NYRA, took over the 
tracks, along with Aqueduct and Jamai-
ca Race Course, in 1955.

Mort also played a significant role 
in New England racing, installing the 
mutuels at Rockingham Park in New 
Hampshire (which opened in 1933), 
Narragansett in Rhode Island (1934) 

and Suffolk Downs in Boston (1935), where Pat 
Mahony attended the last live racing card June 
30, featuring the Mort Mahony Classic. Mort also 
introduced the tote platforms at Wonderland and 
Raynham dog tracks in Massachusetts.

“Mort was the pioneer of modern pari-mutuel 
and tote operations throughout much of the United 
States and Canada,” Pat said, with justifiable pride, 
noting that Mort also ran the Mahony Pari-mutu-
el College, which trained the mutuels managers at 

Tod Marks
Second in the Quick Call on Opening Day, Elektronic runs in Wednesday’s Mahony.

Mutuel Admiration New stakes named 
for Mahony family

Continued On Page 33 

https://www.colonialdowns.com/
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virtually all of the major racetracks in 
the U.S.

Mort’s three sons, Riggs, Mort Jr. 
and Jack, joined the family business. 
Riggs, Pat’s father, took over the op-
eration in 1949 when Mort died. 
Riggs had gotten his start at Pimlico 
in 1926 and also worked at Hialeah, 
where the first tote machine in the 
U.S. was installed in 1932, and on the 
New Jersey circuit (Monmouth, Gar-
den State, Atlantic City). Riggs came 
to New York when Mort returned in 
1940, before serving in the military in 
World War II, fighting in the Battle of 
the Bulge and earning a Silver Star.

Pat Mahony, who worked sum-
mers at the New Jersey tracks starting 
in 1966, took over the mutuels op-
eration at the night harness meet at 
Atlantic City when he was only 22, 
after graduating from the University 
of Miami in 1968. 

He ran the mutuels at Wonder-
land (1972-78), Calder (1979-2002) 
and Gulfstream (1983-2002), until 
Barry Schwartz and Terry Meyocks 

convinced him to come to NYRA in 
2003.

Pat Mahony has fond memories 
of his NYRA tenure, with one high-
light the massive crowd of more 
than 120,000 for the Belmont Stakes 
in 2004, when the Marylou Whit-
ney-owned and Nick Zito-trained 
Birdstone dashed Smarty Jones’ Tri-
ple Crown dream. 

“We had more than 800 clerks 
working that day from 10:30 in the 
morning until 8:30 at night. I’m proud 
of the way we handled big days,” said 
Mahony, on whose watch NYRA set 
a record for on-track, single-day han-
dle of $19,200,102 for 2014 Belmont 
Stakes Day 2014. “They offered me 
the job and I couldn’t say no. A Ma-
hony opened the mutuels at Belmont 
and Saratoga. I felt all of my family 
would have been proud.”

That is a very safe bet. 

Mahony –
 Continued from page 32

0Classic

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414

 www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709

Carol Holden  |  President
Theresa Bitner  |  Exec. Sec.

Sam Huff  |  Chairman Emeritus

S A T U R D A Y
OCT. 12, 2019
POST TIME 7:00 PM

WVBC XXXII WInnEr
runnIn’TOLuVya

Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic
and the Breeders Classics Races

proven to be a

thisishorseracing.com
Home of The Special

and a lot more.

http://www.lgbloodstock.com/
http://muirfieldinsurance.com/
http://wvbc.com/wordpress/


34 Tuesday, augusT 6, 2019The saraToga special

LINCOLN COLLINS
Lincoln@KernThoroughbreds.com

CALL FOR MORE INFO:
502-773-1989

JOE MILLER
Joe@KernThoroughbreds.com

TRITON STABLE  –  STAKES RACING PARTNERSHIP

75% Blacktype horses 
and 42% Stakes Winners

MULTIPLE STAKES WINNER 
ICKYMASHO

Michael Dubb, Madaket Sta-
bles and Bethlehem Stables’ World 
of Trouble visited the track Sunday 
morning as he continues to recover 
from a bruised foot that forced train-
er Jason Servis to scratch the multi-
ple Grade 1 winner from Saturday’s 
Grade 3, $200,000 Troy.

World of Trouble, riding a five-race 
win streak including the Grade 1 Car-
ter Handicap at Aqueduct and Grade 
1 Jaipur June 8 at Belmont Park last 
out, was the 3-5 program favorite for 
the 5 ½-furlong Troy, won in track-re-
cord fashion by Leinster [1:00.23].

“He’s better. He had a foot bruise. 
We tested it and he was tender, real 
tender. We kind of had to cut it out 
and it got a little more tender, noth-
ing serious,” Servis said. “He actually 
went to the track today, but he’s still a 
little tender on that foot. It’s a shame. 
It was just bad timing. It showed up 

on Monday, and we were trying to 
make it.”

Servis said the Grade 3 Turf Mon-
ster for 3-year-olds and up going five 
furlongs September 2 at Parx, would 
be the next target for World of Trou-
ble. Unbeaten in four starts this year, 
the 4-year-old Florida-bred opened 
his season by winning the Gulfstream 
Park Turf Sprint.

“We were always going to run here 
and then try to make the Turf Mon-
ster, so we’ll point for the Turf Mon-
ster,” Servis said. “He’s a monster. 
He’s a monster horse. I can’t wait to 
breed to him.”

Servis was also pleased with the 
winning effort from Michael Dubb, Tod Marks

After missing Saturday’s Troy, World Of Trouble could head to Parx in September.

NYRA PRESS NOTES

World Of Trouble 
team goes to Plan B

Continued On Page 35 

http://ihdvstallions.com/weekend-hideaway.html
https://www.kernthoroughbreds.com/
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Coyle Boys Stable and Bethlehem 
Stables’ Grumps Little Tots Saturday 
at Saratoga. Racing for the first time 
since his runner-up finish in the Easy 
Goer June 8 at Belmont Park, the 
3-year-old Sky Mesa gelding rolled by 
3 ½ lengths in a 9-furlong allowance.

“We always had high hopes for the 
horse,” Servis said. “He got killed in 
the Wood, then he came back and ran 
second in the stake. It’s like the old say-
ing, ‘Keep yourself in the best of com-
pany and your horses in the worst.’ We 
tried to find a softer spot for him. He 
ran super yesterday. I talked to Mike 
but we haven’t even thought about 
[what’s next]. He’ll stay for the winter, 
probably, at Aqueduct.”

 
• Beach Haven Thoroughbreds’ 

stakes winner Uncle Benny will launch 
his comeback for Servis in Wednes-
day’s $100,000 Mahony for 3-year-
olds at 5 ½ furlongs on the grass. 
It will be just his fourth career start 
and first since running second in the 
Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf 
November 2 at Churchill Downs.

Uncle Benny, by 2013 Breeders’ 
Cup Classic third-place finisher Dec-
laration of War, drew the rail in a field 
of 10. Irad Ortiz Jr. is named to ride.

“The distance might be an issue, 
but he’s doing super. We thought it’d 
be a good starting point,” Servis said. 
“And, if it rains, we’ll run. I don’t 
know that he’s as good a dirt horse, 
but I wouldn’t scratch if it comes off. 
He’s a nice, big, good-looking horse.”

 
•LNJ Foxwoods’ Covfefe emerged 

from her first career Grade 1 triumph 

in Saturday’s $500,000 Longines Test 
in good order, allowing trainer Brad 
Cox to set another lofty goal for his 
star filly.

“This has been the goal with her 
for a long time, since the start of the 
year, to get her to this point. Mis-
sion accomplished,” Cox said Sun-
day morning. “I guess the goal now 
would probably be the Breeders’ Cup, 
but how we get there I don’t know. 
We don’t have to figure that out for 
a while. We’ll come up with a game 
plan for her. I’m very pleased with 
how she came out of the race.” 

Covfefe will remain at Saratoga 
until mid-August, when she is sched-
uled to return to Cox’s main string at 
Churchill Downs.

“We’ll give her an opportunity to 
relax and settle in here and recover. I 
think there’s a plane going back on the 
13th, so that’s probably when she’ll 
go back to Churchill,” Cox said. “We 
won’t shut her down or anything, but 
she’ll do some light training.”

On Wednesday, Cox will send out 
Red Diamond Stable’s homebred Gio 
d’Oro in the $100,000 Evan Shipman 
for New York-breds 3 and older going 
1 1/8 miles. It will be the first race for 
the 4-year-old Gio Ponti gelding since 
running fifth in an open one-mile al-
lowance February 21 at Aqueduct.

 “There’s not a lot of options with 
him right now as far as races go. New 
York-breds, he’s obviously been com-
petitive with this group. There’s been 
a couple times in his career where he’s 
required breaks, but he’s doing well,” 
Cox said. “He’s been training ex-
tremely well. It’s a big ask, a mile and 
an eighth off a layoff against these 
types of horses, but I think he’ll run 
well.”

 Gio d’Oro, out of the Medaglia 
d’Oro mare La Java, has finished in 

the money in nine of 10 career starts, 
three of them wins. He was second in 
the Gander in February 2018 in his 
only previous stakes attempt.

 “He’s been a very, very consistent 
horse,” Cox said. “He ran pretty fast 
last time and just didn’t come out of it 
the way we hoped, so we backed off 
of him and gave him a break and he’s 
doing well. He’s ready to go.”

 
• Amy Dunne’s Leinster emerged 

from his winning graded stakes de-
but in Saturday’s Grade 3 Troy in 
good order, trainer Rusty Arnold said 

on Sunday morning. The 4-year-old 
Majestic Warrior bay colt broke the 
track record for 5 ½ furlongs at Sara-
toga completing the race in a time of 
1:00.23 on a firm Mellon turf course, 
and will now target another graded 
stakes win in the Grade 3, $700,000 
Kentucky Downs Turf Sprint on Sep-
tember 7.

Leinster, a half-brother to two-time 
Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint 
winner Stormy Liberal, won his two 
turf sprint starts leading into the Troy. 

Notes –
 Continued from page 34

Continued On Page 36 
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He began his racing career with train-
er D. Wayne Lukas but was never able 
to find the winner’s circle in 11 starts 
over the main track. He finally broke 
his maiden at 13th asking when step-
ping up against allowance company 
over the turf at Keeneland in his third 
start for Arnold.

“He’s in good shape,” Arnold said. 
“The people that owned him wanted 
to sprint him on grass. They asked to 
do it. When we cut him back sprint-
ing on grass, he’s run well.”

The victory built on a highly suc-
cessful weekend for Arnold, who sad-
dled Concrete Rose to a win in the 
Saratoga Oaks Invitational presented 
by Encore Boston Harbor on Friday.

• After a pair of strong efforts 
against graded stakes company, Gary 
Barber and Southern Equine Stables’ 
Got Stormy broke through on Sat-
urday, rallying from fourth-of-six 
to cruise to a four-length win in the 
$100,000 Fasig-Tipton De La Rose 
for older fillies and mares on Sarato-

ga’s inner turf to cap the stakes action 
on Whitney Day.

The Mark Casse trainee entered 
off a third in the Grade 1 Jenny Wiley 
on April 13 at Keeneland, finishing 
a neck back to Rymska for second 
and the winner Rushing Fall by 1 ½ 
lengths. 

Next out, she finished second to 
Beau Recall in the Grade 2 Churchill 
Distaff Mile on May 4. Following her 
first stakes win since the Grade 3 On-
tario Colleen in July 2018 at Wood-
bine, Casse assistant Jamie Begg said 
the 4-year-old Get Stormy filly was in 
good order.

“She came out good and seemed 
happy,” Begg said. “She had been 
training really well. We entered her 
to run at Belmont but she had some 
issue on the van that we had to deal 
with, but since we brought her back, 
she’s been doing really well.”

After Saturday’s win, Casse left 
open the possibility of potentially run-
ning against males, with the Grade 1, 
$500,000 Fourstardave Handicap off 
a real short turnaround on August 10 
at Saratoga, or the Grade 1 Woodbine 
Mile on September 14. 

Both are Breeders’ Cup “Win and 
You’re In” challenge races. Begg said 

he would not comment on her possi-
ble next spot yet.

Fetching will be making her first 
stakes start  and main track debut in 
Thursday’s $100,000 Saratoga Dew 
for New York-bred 3-year-old fillies.

The daughter of Afleet Alex start-
ed her career 2-for-3, winning her de-
but on May 25 at seven furlongs on 
Belmont’s turf before running third 
against allowance company in Elmont 
on June 14. She won at the Saratoga 
Dew’s 1 1/8-mile distance on July 14 
over the Spa’s inner turf and will now 
compete against a six-horse stakes 
field, drawing post 2 with Manny 
Franco in the irons.

Based on her form and her morn-
ing activity on dirt - including work-
ing with Belmont Stakes-winner Sir 
Winston - Fetching will have a chance 
to prove her mettle on the main track.

“She’s always worked really well 
on the dirt,” Begg said. “When we 
first got her up her before she broke 
her maiden, she used to be Sir Win-
ston’s workmate. She’s always worked 
well on the dirt. Even when she broke 
her maiden first out, Mark said she 
doesn’t even look too much like a 
grass horse. She handles the dirt well, 
so I think she’s one of those horses 

who is able to run on anything. We 
just think this is the best spot for her 
anyway, condition-wise, so we might 
as well figure it out.”

• Trainer Kiaran McLaughlin will 
take his time before deciding a next 
start for Godolphin’s Lucullan, who 
earned his first stakes victory by win-
ning the Fasig-Tipton Lure by a nose 
on Saturday.

Lucullan returned from a 13-month 
layoff to win an optional claimer July 
3 at Belmont Park. On Saturday, the 
5-year-old son of Hard Spun made 
the lead at the quarter pole and dug in 
to deny a late surge from Sacred Life. 
Previously, Lucullan had finished sec-
ond in the 2017 Grade 3 Hill Prince 
and third in the 2018 Grade 3 Fort 
Marcy at Belmont Park.

“[Luis Saez] rode him very well,” 
said McLaughlin. “He probably felt 
like he got there a little soon because 
[Voodoo Song] stopped in front of 
him and he got there a little early, but 
when [Sacred Life] came to him, he 
responded well to urging. It’s great to 
win two off of a long layoff, and, ob-
viously, we’ll step up to graded stakes 
again. It’s just where he’ll go. We’ll 
have to figure it out.”

Notes –
 Continued from page 35
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Louisa Ferncliff is a fixer. She fixes horses  
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– Rita Mae Brown, mystery writer
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Wednesday, August 7.

1ST (12:50PM). $75,000, STK - THE MRS. OGDEN PHIPPS, 4 & UP, F &M , 2 1/16M (HURDLE)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Wigwam Baby ................ G. Galligan ....................... J. Sheppard .................. 2-1
2  ..... 2 ............Our Frosty ...................... M. Watts .......................... K. Dalton ...................... 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Down Royal .................... B. Dalton .......................... K. Dalton ...................... 5-2
4  ..... 4 ............Bullet Star ...................... K. Norris .......................... P. Fout ........................ 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Get Ready Set Goes ....... R. Boucher ...................... F. Parker ....................... 9-2
6  ..... 6 ............Market Alley ................... B. Foley ............................ P. Fout .......................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Dawn Wall ...................... J. Doyle ........................... E. Voss ....................... 10-1

2ND (1:22PM). $42,000, MCL $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Bears Mafia .................... K. Carmouche .................. B. Levine ...................... 8-5
2  ..... 2 ............The Confidante ............... L. Reyes .......................... J. Englehart .................. 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............After Prom Party ............ J. Ortiz ............................. D. Duggan .................. 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Keep the Light On .......... D. Davis ........................... G. Sciacca .................. 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Kazmandude .................. H. Hernandez ................... E. Jones ..................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Fortune Smiles ............... M. Franco ........................ R. Handal ................... 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Legion Storm ................. L. Saez ............................. R. Atras ........................ 5-2
8  ..... 8 ............Sobersick N Sorry .......... T. Gaffalione ..................... S. Klesaris .................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Grammi Dance ............... R. Santana, Jr. ................. M. Nevin ....................... 8-1

3RD (1:54PM). $78,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Adios Amigos ................. M. Franco ........................ B. Lynch ....................... 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............Beach Front .................... J. Castellano .................... J. Englehart .................. 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Lead Guitar .................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Weaver..................... 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Wild William ................... L. Saez ............................. H. Bond ........................ 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Alphastest ...................... E. Cancel .......................... G. Weaver..................... 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Qian B C ......................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Baker ........................ 3-1
7  ..... 7 ............Crack Shot ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart .................. 9-2
8  ..... 8 ............Wisecrack ...................... J. Martinez ....................... C. Martin .................... 30-1
9  ..... 9 ............Wild Boar ....................... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Kimmel ................... 10-1
10..... MTO ......Seven Is Heaven ............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Rice .......................... 7-2
11..... MTO ......Bassman Dave ............... . Rider TBA ...................... G. Sciacca .................... 2-1

4TH (2:26PM). $70,000, CLM $50,000-$45,000, 3 YO, F , 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Sooner Schooner ........... T. Gaffalione ..................... R. Diodoro .................. 15-1
2  ..... MTO ......Excess Capacity ............. R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen .............. 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Tappanzee ...................... D. Davis ........................... D. Schettino ............... 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Warm ............................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. C. Summers ............... 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Bellera ............................ J. Ortiz ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 7-2
6  ..... 6 ............Decorated Ace ................ J. Lezcano ....................... M. Dini ......................... 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Connectivity ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 3-1
8  ..... 8 ............Bronco Sally ................... L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Positive Skew ................. J. Rosario ........................ D. Cannizzo .................. 6-1
10..... MTO ......Cartwheelin Lulu ............ J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 4-1
11..... 11 ..........Smoken Deb .................. J. Castellano .................... J. Thomas .................... 6-1
12..... 12 ..........Abraxan .......................... C. Landeros ..................... G. Sciacca .................. 30-1

5TH (2:58PM). $78,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Funnypointofview ........... T. Gaffalione ..................... J. Ryerson .................... 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Thea’s Theme ................. J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart .................. 3-1
3  ..... 3 ............Bella Invasion ................. M. Luzzi ........................... R. Persaud ................. 30-1
4  ..... 4 ............Rewarded ....................... M. Franco ........................ M. Lauer ..................... 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Saratoga Beauty ............. P. Lopez ........................... P. McBurney ................. 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Critical Value .................. J. Alvarado ...................... J. Englehart .................. 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Lady Kaza ....................... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 5-2
8  ..... 8 ............A d’Oro ........................... K. Carmouche .................. B. Cox .......................... 9-2
9  ..... 9 ............Graphite Dutchess .......... L. Saez ............................. B. Brown ...................... 8-1

6TH (3:30PM). $100,000, STK - THE MAHONY, 3 YO, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Uncle Benny ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ....................... 5-2
2  ..... 2 ............Elektronic ....................... J. Lezcano ....................... L. Rice .......................... 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Dunph ............................ L. Saez ............................. M. Maker .................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Neverland Rock (GB) ..... J. Rosario ........................ S. Asmussen ................ 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............The Black Album (FR) .... J. Ortiz ............................. R. Brisset ..................... 5-1
6  ..... 6 ............Mount Travers ................ M. Franco ........................ L. Rice ........................ 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Archidust........................ J. Castellano .................... J. Navarro .................... 2-1
8  ..... MTO ......Releasethethunder ......... . Rider TBA ...................... C. Clement.................... 3-1
9  ..... 9 ............Fully Loaded ................... T. Gaffalione ..................... R. Nicks ...................... 30-1
10..... 10 ..........Pyron ............................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen .............. 12-1

7TH (4:02PM). $52,000, CLM $25,000, 3 YO, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Ari’s Naughty Luca ......... D. Davis ........................... P. Quick ...................... 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Bronxville ....................... M. Franco ........................ R. Handal ..................... 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Liam Lets Go .................. L. Saez ............................. K. Ritvo ........................ 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Bydawnsearlylight .......... L. Reyes .......................... T. Albertrani ................ 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Brush Country ................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. T. Morley ...................... 5-1
6  ..... 6 ............Hardcore Folklore ........... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ A. Pecoraro .................. 3-1
7  ..... 7 ............Lost in Manhattan .......... K. Carmouche .................. D. Gargan ..................... 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Quick Entry .................... C. Landeros ..................... I. Wilkes ....................... 4-1
9  ..... 9 ............Bustin to Be Loved ......... J. Lezcano ....................... G. Contessa .................. 8-1

8TH (4:34PM). $60,000, STR $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............I’m Busy ......................... J. Ortiz ............................. G. Forster ................... 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Pryor .............................. L. Saez ............................. R. Moquett ................. 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Clench ............................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ....................... 5-2
4  ..... 4 ............Laser Loop ..................... K. Carmouche .................. G. Contessa .................. 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Golden Tiger................... J. Rosario ........................ A. Stall, Jr. .................... 5-1
6  ..... 6 ............Replete ........................... T. Gaffalione ..................... D. Stewart .................. 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Crea’s Bklyn Law ............ J. Lezcano ....................... L. Rice .......................... 5-1
8  ..... 8 ............El Asesino ...................... M. Franco ........................ R. Diodoro .................... 4-1
9  ..... 9 ............Creative Style ................. J. Castellano .................... R. Rodriguez ................ 8-1
10..... 10 ..........Macca Tree ..................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. A. Quartarolo .............. 30-1

9TH (5:06PM). $100,000, STK - THE EVAN SHIPMAN, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Vincento ......................... J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice ........................ 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Mr. Buff .......................... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Kimmel ..................... 6-5
3  ..... 3 ............Sea Foam ....................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Dynamax Prime .............. M. Franco ........................ R. Atras ........................ 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Evaluator ........................ J. Castellano .................... H. Bond ...................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Twisted Tom ................... J. Lezcano ....................... D. Cannizzo ................ 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Gio d’Oro ........................ K. Carmouche .................. B. Cox .......................... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Winston’s Chance .......... N. Alvarado ...................... D. Breed ..................... 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Control Group ................ L. Saez ............................. R. Rodriguez ................ 8-1

10TH (5:38PM). $48,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Paradise Retained .......... L. Saez ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............Jasminesque .................. J. Lezcano ....................... R. Ribaudo ................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Teletype .......................... J. Ortiz ............................. R. Rodriguez ................ 3-1
4  ..... 4 ............Karabessa ...................... D. Davis ........................... G. DiPrima .................. 30-1
5  ..... 5 ............Bizness Beauty ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Contessa ................ 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Shannon’s Girl ................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 9-2
7  ..... 7 ............Tiz Her Way .................... J. Martinez ....................... J. Quiles ..................... 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Sweet Gisel .................... J. Rosario ........................ D. Lukas ..................... 10-1
9  ..... 9 ............Mimi and Charley ........... M. Franco ........................ R. Handal ................... 12-1
10..... 10 ..........Ghostly Beauty ............... J. Alvarado ...................... T. Morley ...................... 7-2
11..... AE..........Darling of the Spa .......... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 6-1
12..... AE..........Into Glamour .................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. D. Cannizzo ................ 12-1
13..... AE..........Shanghai Mistress ......... J. Ortiz ............................. P. Farro ....................... 15-1

Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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www.SupportHorseRacing.org

CONTRIBUTE.

Help us help horse racing in D.C.

You can help the NTRA’s federal legislative team 
advocate in Washington, D.C., by contributing to 
the  NTRA 1/4% Check-Off Program when you buy 
and sell at major domestic thoroughbred sales. 

For more information, contact Joe Bacigalupo 
joeb@NTRA.com.

NTRA 1/4% Check-off Program

 
Fasig-Tipton NY Bred Sale

Look for Yearlings by  
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Erin Robinson  859.421.7531  www.rockridgestud.com
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Guest Handicapper
Today’s guest handicapper is Ryan Martin, communications specialist for 

the New York Racing Association and a member of The Saratoga Special ed-
itorial team in 2013. 

A graduate of the University of Louisville, Martin previously worked in pub-
licity for the Breeders’ Cup at Keeneland and at Churchill Downs, Fair Grounds 
and Arlington Park. Sunday, Annise Montplaisir picked two winners.  

• The guest win total does not include most Wednesdays, when only the 
regular handicappers’ picks appear at thisishorseracing.com. 

Top Guest Handicapper of 2019: Joe Burke with five.
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Quick Entry

Lost In Manhattan 
Hardcore Folklore

Pryor
El Asesino

Clench
Sea Foam
Gio d’Oro

Control Group
Teletype 

Paradise Retained 
Shannon’s Girl

Wigwam Baby
Bullet Star

Dawn Royal
The Confidante

Bears Mafia
Legion Storm

Alphastest
Lead Guitar
Crack Shot

Connectivity
Bellera

Smoken Deb
Thea’s Theme

A d’Oro
Lady Kaza

The Black Album
Uncle Benny

Archidust
Bronxville

Hardcore Folklore
Lost In Manhattan

Clench
Golden Tiger

Pryor
Mr Buff

Dynamax Prime
Control Group

Teletype
Ghostly Beauty
Jasminesque

2019 Records 52/183 38/183 33/183 44/183 27/112
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SARATOGA’S BEST BETS

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

YOUR business here! 
Just $800 for the ENTIRE SARATOGA SEASON!

Email: joe@thisishorseracing.com

Blue Streak Racing, LLC
Thoroughbred Horse Racing Syndicate

Tim McCoy
Owner/Managing Partner

(571) 355-3399
BlueStreakRacingLLC@gmail.com
www.BlueStreakRacingLLC.com

MEET US AT SARATOGA

Get local representation. Pay lower commissions.
Find your Saratoga dream home or dream investment today

Karen Wojcik-Hess  Homes

(518) 366-8141 • kwhhomes@gmail.com • KarenGoNY.com

CROWN REALTY

LouiseMRealtor@gmail.com

LOUISE P MULLER BROKER ASSOC.

The summer place to be? Saratoga.
The winter place to be? Florida.
Call to find your place in the sun.

(772) 913-1596     LouiseMuller.com.

BURKE EQUINE

Just minutes from Saratoga Race Course

Veterinary Care & Rehabilitation

BurkeEquineTherapy.com

• Rehabilitation
• Post-Surgical Care
• Veterinary Sports Medicine
• Conditioning
• Aquapacer, training track, grass gallops
• ECB saltwater spa
• 24-hour veterinary care

stowe.burke@gmail.com

Stowe Burke, DVM
(518) 210-4322

A N N A  H O L L A N D E R
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

( 5 1 8 )  4 8 8 - 7 9 5 0

P R I O R I T I Z E 
Y O U R S E L F

S W E D I S H H I L L F A R M A N D S P A . C O M

SuzyHaslup_Saratoga_BC_July2019.qxp_Layout 1  7/16/19  7:34 P

TAYLOR, HARRIS INSURANCE SERVICES
WORLDWIDE EQUINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

ANNE CLANCY
917-446-2848

akclancy@riverd.net

– Early email notice of new editions    

– A Saratoga Special hat and sticker

– Invitations to special events we haven’t scheduled yet. 

– Other benefi ts we’re still dreaming up...

Th e cost is $35 per year, and 
the program is totally optional. 
Th e Special is free to read, in 
print within the 12866 or on-
line at thisishorseracing.com. 
We hope you’ll sign up, but you 
don’t have to. Th anks for being 
there, and welcome aboard. 

Join Now And You’ll Receive:

S ign  Up  Today  at  :    th i s i shor ser ac ing.com/reader sc lub

TRPB
 Digital Tattoo 
Coming 2020

For more information 
contact the TRPB or visit trpb.com 

BRAEBURN TRAINING CENTER
A Full Service Equine Facility

Breaking, Training, Racing
Patrick F. Nuesch

1500 Thurston Drive, Crozet, VA  22932
434-882-1418

https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader


42 Tuesday, augusT 6, 2019The saraToga special

Billy Howland buffed a brass chifney with a rub 
rag, walked in loose, light loops in front of the Old 
Chapel Farm consignment Monday night. 

Bandanna in his back pocket, leather paddock 
boots, polished just enough, but not too much, 
Howland unsnapped the screen in front of Hip 4 
and hesitated, almost like he was asking permis-
sion. She let him in. Howland presented the chifney, 
waited, then slid the jangling brass ring into the bay 
filly’s mouth. 

Howland rolled his fingertips across her nose, be-
tween her eyes before dipping a soft-bristled brush 
into a bucket of water and swiping it across her 
mane and down her forelock, like he was readying 
a daughter for her first day of school. He patted her 
between the eyes again, rubbed her muzzle, again. 

Now they were partners. 
As the call for the first hips to come to the ring 

broke the silence and revved the nerves of the first 
night of the sales, Howland led the filly out of her 
stall, through the tunnel of Barn 8 and to the back 
walking ring. The horseman leaned lightly into her, 
left shoulder lower than his right, convincing her 
to walk his speed. With each step, Howland raised 
and lowered his right thumb at the intersection of 
brass and leather, like he was letting off steam from 
a kettle. Every few strides, Howland offered a light, 
lilting two-note whistle-whisper.

For 50 years, Billy Howland has been doing this 
at Saratoga. From a bygone era of showman, How-
land might be the last one left. In 1969, Virginia 
owner/breeder Lewis Wiley offered Howland the 
gig at Saratoga. 

“Be at the farm at 6 o’clock. That’s when the van 
is leaving.”

Howland had his dad drop him off at Wiley’s 
farm at 5:45. 

Wiley looked out of his window.
“Billy, you dummy…not 6 in the morning, 6 at 

night.” 

Everybody shipped horses at night. Howland’s 
dad was not amused. 

Twelve hours later, Howland was on his way to 
Saratoga, a 15-year-old about to harrow the first 
path of a long career. He came with a dark bay son 
of Blue Prince and a chestnut daughter of Hitting 
Away. Gould Brittle and Butch Gray looked after 
the new kid. Howland made friends with an exercise 
rider for the Smithwicks, he had a driver’s license 
and a Cadillac, they bought beer at King’s Tavern. 

Howland was hooked. 
From there, he helped Pine Brook Farm for the 

O’Keefe family. Using his background in show-
ing horses under saddle and on the line, Howland 
advanced to showman at Spendthrift, then to Ea-
ton-Williams for 25 years. He missed a year or two, 
but for all those other years, Howland was here. In 
2016, he moved to the boutique consignment of his 
fellow Virginian, Andrew Motion. 

Fifty years of showing horses at Saratoga. 
“I guess I had a knack for it,” Howland said 

Monday afternoon. 
And what does that mean, a knack for it? 
Howland hesitated. Born horsemen don’t boast 

and can’t articulate. Howland leaned against the 
barn wall and began to explain. 

Hey, Mariano tell me about your cutter. 
When you’re walking, keep an eye on your horse, 

try to stay at his head, focus on something so you 
walk straight. We were taught to turn him to the left 
but now they all want it the European way, which 
is fine, I’ll go back the other way so they don’t get 
sore. 

You try to get them squared up, if they toe out, 
you can cock their head in and bring them around, 
a good horseman is not going to miss it, but at least 
when they stand, they look good, you can help them 
a little bit. 

Have soft hands.  
Always keep trying, don’t sit there and look over 

in the sky, keep focused on your horse, when the 
person looking moves over to the other side, if your 
horse is good at it, move them up so you get that 
picture. If they’re tough, leave them. If you’ve got 
them, leave them. 

Don’t fuss with them. Don’t snatch on them. I 
hate these kids who do that, I think it’s nerves or 
something, they’ll stand there waiting to do it. Keep 
your hands still, it’s pretty easy. Just give them a pat.

Don’t yank on them. When they get tired, don’t 
drag them. Get someone to give them a push. Al-
ways be aware of your surroundings, be polite to 
the client, sometimes you have to bite your lip, be-
lieve me. Always try to smile. Try to smile. Be care-
ful, too.

Howland smiled when he finished, appreciating 
50 years of showing horses at Saratoga. 

“There have been a lot of better ones than me but 
I’ve been blessed and I have a lot of fun doing what 
I do. I wouldn’t change anything, I would do it all 
again,” he said. “As a horseman, we’re pretty lucky, 
we get to do a lot of different things on our terms, 
so to speak. Does that make sense?”

Makes all the sense in the world. 

Showman  cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

Brown Advisory is an independent investment and strategic advisory firm committed to our clients’ success.

future
RAISE THE

Tod Marks
Billy Howland.

http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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MONDAY,  SEP TEMBER 9 -  SUNDAY,  SEP TEMBER 2 2

SEPTEMBER.KEENEL AND.COM

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

MCKINZIE
WHITNEY S. (G1)

COVFEFE
TEST S. (G1)

KEENELAND SEPTEMBER 
GRADUATES EXCEL IN  

GRADE 1 RACES ON WHITNEY 
WEEKEND AT SARATOGA

http://september.keeneland.com/


5X GRADE 1-WINNING MILLIONAIRE
CHAMPION OLDER HORSE

ACCELERATE
Lookin At Lucky - Issues, by Awesome Again

lanesend.com  
t: 859.873.7300

https://www.lanesend.com/



