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Rachel Alexandra pulls off historic Woodward win
Dave Harmon Photo

She 
did  
it
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Golfcarting around with Sean
Sean Clancy . . . I guess you can call him my 

boss, but to me he is a great friend. During the 
meet Jack (my co-worker) and I have been cart-
ing around on the golf cart with Sean delivering 
papers on our morning route around the track. 

We stop constantly, because Sean would 
have to talk to someone for the paper. Jack and 
I would be waiting impatiently for Sean to come 
back about 15-30 minutes later and Sean would 
come back and say, “Sorry gang but I have to 
work.” 

Sean would get into the golfcart and to cheer 
us up he would do something funny, for example 
he would start acting like he was Tom Durkin and 
pretend the cart was a horse: “And Bullsbay is 
goin’ across the valley and Vamos A Ver is back 
in fourth and here comes Better Talk Now . . . ” 
Jack and I would be pretending to whip the golf-
cart and Sean would have a weird expression on 
his face like a bird just pooped on him. Then Jack 
and I would wave the whip in the air like we just 
won the Travers! As Sean always says, “In 20 
years you and Jack will be looking back and say-
ing what good times they were.”

Sometimes when we go to the Annex, Guy, 
the security guard, gives Sean and me treats, like 
peanut butter truffles (but Jack would always eat 
them).

Sean is a good teacher too, whenever I say 
something that has incorrect grammar, he would 
correct me. For instance, “Jack and me handed 
out papers,” and Sean would say, “no Jack and 
I, because you wouldn’t say, me went to the 
store.”

Toward the end of the meet, Jack had to go 
back to school in Maryland and Sean and I were 
the “lone survivors” as he would say. So I was 
promoted to head of distribution and “was a 
“great” assistant according to him. I also ate a 
lot of doughnuts! 

Since I met Sean, I have met a lot of people 
and I have made great friendships (in the paper 
business you talk to everyone!). Sometimes it 
is difficult to remember everyone’s name. For 
instance, yesterday I was working on a survey 
for the paper and I asked Rusty Arnold if I could 
ask a question for my survey and I asked for his 

name and he said, “You don’t know my name? I 
know your name!” Now, I always ask people to 
spell their name!

This year, Sean and his wife, Annie had a 
beautiful baby boy named Miles. During the first 
couple of weeks of the meet, Annie and Miles 
were not in Saratoga and Sean missed them ev-

ery minute of the day. I know he will be a good 
father because, how much fun he is to be around 
and how much he misses his family when they’re 
not with him.

Sean, thank you for a great summer! 
 – Jane motion, 

head of distribution, assistant, writer

Here & There at Saratoga

Dave Harmon
Empty Nest. A quick look at what the winner’s circle will look like Tuesday.
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Correction
You’re going to think of me as a New York Times nerd but just pretend 
you’re William Safire. The correct usage of the headline of your Cup of Cof-
fee should be “If I were, but I’m not.” One of the few instances where the 
subjunctive tense occurs in English. I will attribute it to a massive lack of 
sleep (and, truth be told, not really knowing the rule).

– maggie Sweet

Worth Repeating
“Wow, Mike Balfe sets a record for Worth Repeatings.”

Sovereign Stable’s Rich Cristiano, after reading another quote from 
Balfe in the Special (Toadie Taylor moves to second place)

“Man, I hope they stick around after Kodiak runs.”
Trainer Larry Jones, who had Kodiak Kowboy in the race

before the Woodward, as he watched fans roll in the gate

“I can’t see why not, there are mutuel tellers over there.”
Tom Voss assistant, Robert Cutler, 

when asked if we could bet Left Unsaid in today’s fourth

“It’s a love-hate relationship.”
Assistant and Saratoga resident Trish mcLaughlin, 

talking about the closing of the meet 

“The harness track is much easier.”
Ryan Clancy, after cashing tickets on the Standardbreds friday night

“He raised the level of civility in the barn.”
Trainer Rick Violette, about Kurt Rosenthal, 

who galloped for Violette years ago

“Gene Weymouth would be proud.”
Nick Santagata about The Saratoga Special

“Like my dad would say, ‘I don’t want to be rich, I just want one more dollar 
than I could ever spend.’ ”

Nancy Robinson, the Paper Lady

“What are you yawning about?”
Trainer Jim Bond to a Saratoga Special writer Saturday morning

“Thanks to everyone for a job well done! Informative and entertaining – the 
lost art of journalism lives on.”

A small trainer (written on a box of Dunkin’ Donuts
delivered to The Special office friday night)

By the Numbers
1: Television on an outside grill by the Annex.

1: Horse hanging its head out – way out – a trailer window on Nelson 
Avenue Saturday morning.

1: Lawn jockey delivered to the jocks’ room by The Special golfcart.

Weather
Today: Sunny. High 75. Tonight: Partly cloudy. Low 54.

monday: Partly cloudy. High 75. Tuesday: Tollbooth Clear. 

License Plates
Da Edge, New Mexico. I87EX14, New York

Name of the Day
Coronation Day, first race. The last paper, Coronation Day for The Special.
Summer Humor, second race. Hopefully we added a little humor to your 
summer.
Kind Words, second race. Hopefully we added a few of these as well.
Left Unsaid, fourth race. There is nothing The Special has left unsaid.
Silenced, sixth race. Amen.
Rosary Beads, last horse, last race. Pray for Saratoga 2010.

PROTECT YOUR EQUINE INVESTMENTS

HAMMERTOWN INSURANCE AGENCY
Contact: Anya Sheckley  PO Box 90, Pine Plains, NY 12567
Tel: 646-872-6843 Email: info@hammertowninsurance.com
Fax: 518-398-5143   Web: www.hammertowninsurance.com

517 Broadway, Suite 207
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

(Second Floor, around the back)

Phone: (518) 490-1175
Sean Mobile: (302) 545-7713
Joe Mobile: (302) 545-4424

E-mail: sean@st-publishing.com 
or jclancy@st-publishing.com

Internet: www.saratogaspecial.com

Published Wednesday through Sunday 
during the racing season. 
Every day of Sales Week Aug. 10-16.

The Staff
Editors/Publishers: Sean Clancy, Joe Clancy 
Staff Writers: Brian Nadeau, Karen Johnson, 
Ben Meyers, Katie Bo Williams, Colin Beaury
Photographers: Tod Marks, Dave Harmon, 
Connie Bush, Sarah Condon
Handicappers: Pete Fornatale, John Pana-
got, Gaile Fitzgerald, John Shapazian
Office Assistant: Jill Grant
Distribution: Ryan Clancy, Jack Clancy, 
Nolan Clancy, Jane Motion
Advertising Sales: Contact a Clancy or call 
Jon Bordeau (518) 812-4545 or Kathy Rubin 
at (203) 650-6815

ST Publishing Inc. Home Office
364 fair Hill Drive, Suite f,

Elkton, mD 21921
(410) 392-5867 • Fax (410) 392-0170

www.st-publishing.com
info@st-publishing.com

The Saratoga Special
Steeplechase Times

Thoroughbred Racing Calendar
The Best of The Saratoga Special

Saratoga Days and other acclaimed 
products and services 

within the equine industry.
Call us about your editorial needs.

“Editorial excellence is not a goal to be 
sought and one day acquired and then 
retired to the trophy case. It is instead 
an ambition which must be pursued 
each day, never ending, never totally 

achieved. That striving, that ambition is 
an essential part of our newspapers, a 

cornerstone of what we have been, 
what we are, and what we will be.”

– Lee Hills, Pulitzer Prize winner, 
Knight Ridder chief executive, in 1974

Here & There at Saratoga

Tod Marks
moonrise over Saratoga. The season has come to an end for 
the ninth year of The Special.

Quote of the Morning

1-800-523-8143
HoRsE TRanspoRTaTion

“We wish the track never closed and Dave Matthews Band 
played every night.”

Patty Novo, Crush and Cask wine store owner, 
on business in Saratoga Springs
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Train Year Round 
at Fair Hill, Maryland

Barn for Sale  at the Fair Hill Training Center

She came, she conquered. She fought, 
she won. 

“Calvin kept telling me, ‘You wait until 
they look at her, there will be more.’ He 
said that every time,” Steve Asmussen said 
after Rachel Alexandra won the Wood-
ward. “I’m like, ‘How the hell would you 
know?’ How would you know?”

Borel knew. Now we all know. 
Rachel Alexan-

dra proved her mettle 
matched her talent in an 
epic renewal of the Grade 
I Woodward Stakes. The 
iconic filly rocked seven 

older horses and rocked Saratoga like it’s 
never been rocked. Hooked early, harassed 
throughout and hanging tough at the end, 
Rachel Alexandra became the first filly to 
win the Woodward Stakes. In 56 runnings, 
only six had tried the 9-furlong $750,000 
race. 

They gave her nothing. She dispatched 
Da’ Tara from his attempt at setting the 
pace, then shook off Past The Point on 
the turn, stiff-armed Bullsbay at the eighth 
pole and finally held off Macho Again to 
win by head. Rachel Alexandra finished in 
1:48.29.

Owned by Stonestreet Stable and Har-
old McCormick, Rachel Alexandra went 
off 3-10 in the field of eight and improved 

Tod Marks
Calvin Borel zeroes in on the finish line as Rachel Alexandra (right) holds off macho Again by a head in the Woodward.See woodward page 6

WooDWaRD 
StakeS 
ReCaP

as Good as it Gets Rachel Alexandra
rules Saratoga

BY SEAN CLANCY
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her 2009 mark to a perfect 8-for-8. She’s won 
five consecutive Grade I stakes. They read 
long and tall – the Kentucky Oaks, Preakness, 
Mother Goose, Haskell and Woodward. Three-
year-old fillies, 3-year-olds males and now older 
males. What else is there?

The talk all year has been about Rachel Alex-
andra and Zenyatta, the undefeated champion 
from California, squaring off in the Breeders’ 
Cup, the Beldame, the Mattress Mac Cup. That 
looks anti-climactic after the Woodward.

Rachel Alexandra broke alertly from stall 3, 
Borel kept her well off the rail going into the 
first turn. Her cruising speed propelled her to 
tangle with Da’ Tara who had the rail and the 
lead. Rachel Alexandra took over from last 
year’s Belmont winner after a quarter-mile in 
22.85 seconds. Past The Point tracked in third 
with Cool Coal Man fourth and It’s A Bird 
grappling for a part of the front flight. Bullsbay 
relaxed in sixth, with Asiatic Boy and second 
choice Macho Again biding their time after a 
half in 46.41. 

“She broke a little sharper than I thought 
she would but Steve talked to me the day be-
fore and he said she might be sharper. He was 
right,” Borel said. “She got a little aggressive 
and left running. Everything he said might hap-
pen did happen. He told me just to wait as long 
as I could before I really asked her. I rode her 
just like that, from there, that’s all I can do.”

Past The Point picked up the baton from Da’ 
Tara as Rachel Alexandra rolled into the far 
turn. Last year’s Woodward runner-up got to 
her saddle towel. That’s all. Bullsbay ducked in-
side Past The Point, who carried It’s A Bird and 
Asiatic Boy wide coming off the turn, and made 

Woodward –
 Continued from page 4

Tod Marks
To a packed house rocking the old rafters, Rachel Alexandra leads macho Again and Bullsbay.See woodward page 8 
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announcing a limited-edition commemorative 

Rachel Alexandra Wine
 from kendall-jackson

secure your case today at 
www.kj.com

or by calling 800.769.3649
 

©2009 Kendall-Jackson Winery, Santa Rosa, CA

Rachel Alexandra
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third run at the filly. The Whitney win-
ner ranged up to her flank and that’s all. 
Borel slapped her on the right shoulder, 
then switched and hit her three times on 
the left side. Macho Again roared past 
Bullsbay to take a fourth run at Rachel 
Alexandra who clung to the rail and 
the lead. Borel switched his whip back 
to his right and transformed into his 
Borel scrub, pumping and hitting like 
he’s waving a blanket at a bull. Macho 
Again chased her all the way to the line 
but couldn’t get past her, ultimately fail-
ing by a head. Macho Again tries hard 
every time. This time, he couldn’t pin 
her shoulders to the floor.

“I always knew she’d have it. She’s 
the best horse I’ve ever been on. She 
had to prove herself today, but I already 
knew she could run like that. Nobody 
else gets to ride her in a race so there’s 
no way to describe it to them,” Borel 
said. “It was an unbelievable perfor-
mance. You wouldn’t imagine the feel-
ing. I don’t know how good she really is. 
Nobody does. Every time they come up 
to her, she just goes again. She doesn’t 
want to let anyone by her.”

As Borel wagged and waved after the 
race, Asmussen hugged assistant Scott 
Blasi and owner Jess Jackson and then 
walked into the winner’s circle to await 
the $2.9 million earner. As she walked 
in, Asmussen raised his hands above 
his head and clapped like he was a fan 
on the apron at the quarter pole. After 
the photos, the only filly to ever win the 
Woodward headed for the test barn.

Asmussen grabbed his children, 
signed photos and programs, sat down 
at the press conference, signed photos 
and programs and then hopped the 
back fence of the jocks’ room to go see 
the best in the world. 

“I don’t know what to say. I really 
don’t,” Asmussen said. “You can change 
everything about races but the outcome. 
You can want it but this isn’t a movie, 
they don’t go according to script. You’ve 
got to go and do it. People tell you, you 
can’t lose, then, guess what, they open 
the betting window and let you bet on 
it. I’m just nervous, I can’t help it. I 
wouldn’t go downstairs until they put 
her number up, that’s me.”

Jackson balances Asmussen’s nerves 
with audacious confidence. As the rac-
ing world ogled over Rachel Alexan-
dra’s 20-length romp in the Oaks and 
dreamed of what she would have done 
in the Kentucky Derby, Jackson stepped 
up to find out what she could do in the 
Preakness. He bought her from breeder 
Dolphus Morrison and transferred her 
from Hal Wiggins to Asmussen. Domi-
nic Terry began getting on the daughter 
of Medaglia d’Oro. 

She won the Preakness, 15 days af-
ter winning the Oaks. They skipped 
the Belmont, regrouped and won the 
Mother Goose with ease. Shipped to 
Monmouth Park, Rachel Alexandra 
swept the Haskell over eventual Travers 
winner Summer Bird. The Woodward 
made 11 for her career, eight this year. 
She’s beaten males in three of her last 
four starts. 

Pushing the envelope? This is push-
ing the mail truck. 

“Honestly, no slight exaggeration, 
when the options are out there, ‘what 

could you run in?’ He’s taken the spot,” 
Asmussen said of Jackson. “We all 
know how hard it is to be brilliant once 
in a row, eight in a row, oh my gosh. She 
was going in 59 at Oaklawn in Febru-
ary. I’ve never seen anything like her.”

Borel, who fell off in the post parade 
when Rachel Alexandra reacted to the 
crowd noise, is in awe of his filly.

“It’s emotional. It’s a filly running 
against the boys, running that well, try-
ing that hard,” he said. “She won the 
Woodward, and she had to work at 
it. One after another she fought them 
off.”

Back at the test barn, Asmussen 
watched Rachel Alexandra cool out. 
Leaning on a wooden rail, on his own, 
he was part racing fan, part caretaker of 
the best horse in the country. 

“I’m proud of her, proud for her,” 
Asmussen said. “She gets to keep that 
twinkle in her eye. Everybody says they 
can do it, but you’ve got to prove it. She 
proved it. I coulda, I woulda, I shoulda, 
she woulda, she coulda . . . she did it. She 
came through didn’t she? I cried, I’ve nev-
er cried at a horse race. It moved me.”

With that, Javier Espinoza led Rachel 
Alexandra from the test barn, across 
Union Avenue and back down to stall 1 of 
Asmussen’s barn on the Oklahoma side. 

“That is one of the fastest horses that 
ever lived. That’s the only 3-year-old 
filly to win the Woodward,” Asmussen 
said. “The other morning, Dominic said 
she could have actually left the ground 
if he asked.”

On Saturday afternoon, she left the 
ground. And took Saratoga with her.

Woodward –
 Continued from page 6

Tod Marks
The Woodward field breaks from the gate.
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Saturday, September 26, 2009 • Laurel Park

Over $1.3 million! 
IN PURSES AND NOMINATOR AWARDS

For Condition Books and more information contact 
Racing Office at 800.638.1859 or Maryland Million Ltd. at 

410.252.2100 or www.marylandmillion.com

$200K Maryland Million Classic Three-year-olds & up, 11⁄8 mi.

$125K Maryland Million Distaff A handicap for fillies & mares, 3-year-olds & up, 7 fur.

$125K Maryland Million Ladies Fillies & mares, 3-year-olds & up, 11⁄8 mi., turf

$125K Maryland Million Sprint A handicap for 3-year-olds & up, 6 fur.

$125K Maryland Million Turf Three-year-olds & up, 11⁄8 mi., turf

$100K Maryland Million Lassie Fillies, 2-year-olds, 6 fur.

$100K Maryland Million Nursery Two-year-olds, 6 fur.

$100K Maryland Million Oaks Fillies, 3-year-olds, 1 mi.

$100K Maryland Million Turf Sprint A handicap for 3-year-olds & up, 51⁄2 fur., turf

$50K Maryland Million Starter Handicap Three-year-olds & up who have started for 
a claiming price of $15,000 or less since October 4, 2008, 11⁄8 mi. This is a Sweepstakes.

$50K Maryland Million Distaff Starter Handicap Fillies and mares, 3-year-olds & 
up, who have started for a claiming price of $15,000 or less since October 4, 2008. 1 mi. This is a 
Sweepstakes.

$30K Maryland Million Sprint Starter Handicap Three-year-olds & up who have 
started for a claiming price of $7,500 or less since October 4, 2008. 6 fur. This is a Sweepstakes.

$25,000 in Maryland Million Premium Awards offered at SHAWAN DOWNS, SEPTEMBER 26
CALL THE MARYLAND MILLION OFFICE TO CONFIRM YOUR HORSE’S ELIGIBILITY 
PRIOR TO ENTERING—410.252.2100

PRE-ENTRY DEADLINE:
THURSDAY, September 17

®

Aaron’s Concorde
Allen’s Prospect
Alster
Ameri Valay
Amerrico’s Bullet
Another Reef
Appealing Skier
Awad
Bankbook
Bishop Northcraft
Bishop’s Other Boy
Bowman’s Band
Call Again
Carnivalay
Cat Country
Citidancer
Compelling Sound
Concern
Corridor Key
Country Only
Crowd Pleaser
Cruisin’ Dixie
Cryptoleen
Crypto Star
Dance With Ravens
Dancinwiththedevil
Deputed Testamony
Diamond
Disco Rico
Domestic Dispute
Dover Ridge
Dr. Best
Dumyat
Eastern Echo
Eastover Court
Fantasticat
Firestar
Fleet Foot
Gators N Bears
Go for Gin
Goldmember
Great Notion
Green Alligator
Hay Halo
Haymaker
Horatius
Hurricane State
In Case
Itaka
Ivory Frontier (Ire)
Jane’s Dilemma
Jazz Club
Ken Doll
Knight of Ireland
Larrupin’
Lion Hearted
Lord Concorde
Louis Quatorze
Makin Money
Malibu Moon
Marciano
Marine Brass
McKendree
Meadow Monster
M Eighty
Mogador
Mojave Moon

Mr. Shoplifter
Mr. Zill Bear
No Armistice
Norquestor
Northern Raja
Northern Wolf
Not For Love
Oh Say
One Golf Sierra
One Tuff Oop
Opening Verse
Ops Smile
Oratory
Our Emblem
Outflanker
Parker’s Storm Cat
Partner’s Hero
Perfecting
Pleasant Line
Polish Miner
Polish Numbers
Polish Payola
Precious Marque
Press Card
Private Key
Proud Truth
Pulverizing
Purple Passion
Rakeen
Raykour (Ire)
Regal American
Rinka Das
Rock Slide
Root Boy
Rouse the Louse
Rubiyat
Same Day Delivery
Second Childhood
Secret Firm
Secret Odds
Seeking Daylight
Shelter Half
Smart Alec
Smarten
Smart Guy
Smelly
St Averil
Sticks and Bricks
Storm Broker
Strelka
Swear by Dixie
Tamayaz
Thirty Eight Paces
Touch ’n’ Fly (Ire)
Trevor
Trim Account
Two Punch
Unbridled Jet
Valley Crossing
Waquoit
Wayne County (Ire)
Who’s Your Daddy
Wollaston
Yarrow Brae

ONLY horses by these 
stallions, who were 
conceived in Maryland 
and fully nominated to 
the Maryland Million 
program, are eligible to 
run in Maryland Million 
races.

09MMPre-entry_Special.indd   1 8/26/09   10:06:00 AM
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John Velazquez went back to the 
jocks’ room and started to teach Race 
Riding 101. Saturday’s lesson: How to 
Win a 7-furlong Grade I at Saratoga.

With hand-slapping, whistling, 
whew-ing enthusiasm, the jockey made 
his point.

“He’s in front of 
me. I’m watching him. 
When he gets to the 
three-eighths pole, 
he’s going to go out 
and when he goes out 

I’m going to take his spot. If I get to 
the three-sixteenth pole before he gets 
there, I can win the race. Otherwise, he 
shuts me off and he wins the race.”

He is Gabriel Saez aboard 6-5 favor-
ite Kodiak Kowboy. Velazquez, riding 
4-1 second choice Pyro, won the race 
to the spot and the race – the $300,000 
Forego – by a half-length in 1:21.48. 
Kodiak Kowboy settled for second with 
Ready’s Echo (Calvin Borel) another 
half-length back in third. Owned by 
Godolphin Stable and trained by Saeed 
bin Suroor, the winner earned his first 
victory since June 2008 when owned by 
Winchell Thoroughbreds and trained by 
Steve Asmussen.

BY JOE CLANCY

JAN WOODS ART STUDIO
- SCULPTURES IN BRONZE -

Featuring in 2009
ANTHONY M. ALONSO  &  SHAWN FAUST

Gideon Putnam Hotel      August 1 - 30, 2009
10 AM - 1:00 PM  &  5:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Open Daily

Jan Woods cell: 501-960-2440
www.janwoodsartstudio.com

Flashing Past The Wire

10 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Family Owned and Operated for 30 Years! 
30½ Caroline Street, Saratoga Springs

518-584-9618
www.sperrysofsaratoga.com

For the best in seafood and pasta...
 Soft Shell Crabs in Season

 Maryland Crab Cakes  Fresh Pasta

New Garden Menu: Small Plates, Select Wine List

Relax after the races in our garden, 
the only one like it in Saratoga!

OPEN DAILYDinner: 5:30 -10pmBar: 5:30 to Closing

LIVE MUSIC 
Fridays & Saturdays

NO COVER

Tod Marks
Pyro (right) holds on to win over Kodiak Kowboy to win the forego Saturday.

FoReGo 
StakeS 
ReCaP

See Forego page 11

Grade a Score Pyro denies
Kodiak Kowboy
with inside move
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Purchased by Godolphin after fin-
ishing sixth in the Breeders’ Cup Dirt 
Mile last fall, Pyro did not run again 
until July 29 when he finished second 
to Forego rival Gold Trippi here. Ve-
lazquez learned a little from that race, 
another late-running try at 7 furlongs.

“Last time I tried to basically rough-
en him up between the horses and make 
him go somewhere and he didn’t like it,” 
the jockey said. “He threw his head all 
over and got all discombobulated. To-
day I was going to take my time and do 
it nice and easy and be gentle with him 
and manage him little by little instead of 
trying to manage him the whole way.”

The new tactics worked.
From the rail, Pyro broke last of 12 

and found some space as Multidude 
and Riley Tucker sparred on the lead 
through a first quarter-mile in 22.48 
seconds. True Quality joined the fray 
through a half-mile in 45.24 as Kodi-
ak Kowboy (eighth), Pyro (11th) and 
Ready’s Echo (12th) rated in the back. 
Making up ground on the turn, the clos-
ers loomed after 6 furlongs in 1:09.02 
– where Velazquez’s strategy came into 
play.

Kodiak Kowboy went outside to get 
position on the turn. Pyro, just behind, 
advanced on the rail. After straighten-
ing for home, the decisions met again. 

Kodiak Kowboy went around Driven 
By Success. Pyro squeezed past to the in-
side while emerging from behind the tir-
ing front-runners in mid-stretch. Finally 
clear of other horses, Pyro and Kodiak 

Kowboy surged together as Ready’s 
Echo dove to the rail for one final lunge. 
Pyro held a slim lead, and kept it.

“He came out right before the quarter-
pole and I went in where he was,” said 
Velazquez. “My horse was quick and 
he had to be. I got there first. You have 
a plan and if it works, it’s great. I had 
one shot and it worked out. If my horse 
doesn’t quicken like he did, I’m dead.”

Pyro earned his fifth career win, 
while validating the time and money 
Godolphin invested. The son of Pulpit 
underwent knee surgery late last year 
and did his early 2009 work with Dar-
ley’s Johnny Burke in Kentucky. Godol-
phin’s American assistant Rick Mettee 
took over at Belmont in the spring, and 
liked what he saw.

“He came back to us in really good 
shape and then he ran big in the come-
back race to set us up for today,” said 
Mettee. “When we got him we really 
circled two races that would be good 
fits for him – the Forego and the Cigar 
Mile.”

Step one worked perfectly, thanks 
to Velazquez’s decision-making and the 
colt’s acceleration.

“It seemed that earlier in the day no 
one wanted to close on this track but I 
told Johnny in the paddock not to wor-
ry about it, just let him run his race,” 
said Mettee. “He’s got about a quarter-
mile run in him. He’s not a great work 
horse or an easy horse to get ready, but 
we felt confident that he would improve 
and run well here. We also knew we had 

to pull a perfect trip to win a race like 
this with his style and with this many in 
the field. When you beat Kodiak Kow-
boy you know it’s a real race.”

Eighth in the Kentucky Derby and 
third in the Travers last year, Pyro may 
have found a home in one-turn races at 
a mile or less where he can use his ac-
celeration more effectively.

“He was a two-turn horse as a 3-year-
old but he broke his maiden sprinting 
and he’s made moves in races, but then 
just flattened out a bit,” said Mettee. 
“Seven furlongs on this track is a little 
different than at others; you can actu-
ally close at 7 furlongs here.”

If you pay attention in class.

Additional reporting by Brian Nadeau.

Forego –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Pyro (center) leads the big forego field toward the wire on Saturday.
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Rt 29 East 
7 Miles from Saratoga

518-507-6174
7-6 Mon-Sat
8-4 Sunday

Now a real 
New York Deli

Saturday, September 5.

1ST. 6 ½ fURLONGS. 3&UP. ST. HCP.  PURSE. $50,000.
7 Starforaday Maragh R 10.00 4.20 3.20
3 Base Commander Velazquez J R  3.70 3.20
5 Woodacre Lezcano J   10.40
Finish Time: 1:15.26
Trainer: Gary Contessa. 
Owner: Winning Move Stable, Harold Lerner and John Moirano.
B. h. 6. Five Star Day-Known Feminist, Known Fact.
Bred by Schelford Farm (Ky).
$2 Exacta (7-3) Paid $40.20l $2 Trifecta (7-3-5) Paid $638.00; 
$2 Superfecta (7-3-5-2) Paid $1,710.00

2ND. 7 fURLONGS. 2YO. mSW. PURSE $55,000.
10 Callide Valley Leparoux J R 13.00 7.30 3.80
1 Captain Stone Bridgmohan S X  27.80 10.20
3 In Just We Trust Velazquez J R   2.50
Finish Time: 1:23.76
Trainer: Eddie Kenneally. Owner: Gary and Mary West Stable.
B. c. 2. Indian Charlie-Cheri Chardoneigh, Hennessy.
Bred by Dan Issel (Ky).
$2 Exacta (10-1) Paid $354.50; $2 Quinella (1-10) Paid $212.50; 
$2 Trifecta (10-1-3) Paid $1,238.00; $2 Daily Double (7-10) Paid $86.00; 
$2 Superfecta (10-1-3-11) Paid $11,304.00

3RD. 1 1/8 mILES. TURf. 3&UP. f&m. mSW. $51,000
7 Gold d’Oro Desormeaux K J 4.60 3.10 2.30
4 Cruisin’nthebridle Dominguez R A  8.90 5.20
2 Choice Play Leparoux J R   4.50
Finish Time: 1:47.57
Trainer: Bill Mott. Owner: Don Adam.
B. f. 3. Medaglia d’Oro-Gold Canyon, Mr. Prospector.
Bred by Courtlandt Farm (Ky).
$2 Exacta (7-4) Paid $47.00; $2 Trifecta (7-4-2) Paid $237.00; 
$2 Pick 3 (7-10-7) 3 Correct Paid $293.00; 
$2 Daily Double (10-7) Paid $39.60; 
$2 Superfecta (7-4-2-9) Paid $1,305.00

4TH. 1-mILE. TURf. THE PEERLESS SPRINGS. 3&UP. f&m. NY BREDS. 
PURSE $74,000.
7 Mother Russia Dominguez R A 10.00 4.90 4.10
2 Akilina Maragh R  9.10 6.70
3 Exclusive Scheme Castellano J J   5.60
Finish Time: 1:36.47
Trainer: Linda Rice. Owner: Obviously NY Stable.
Dk. B. or Br. f. 3. Mayakovsky-Still Secret, Hennessy.
Bred by Philip Birsh (NY).
$2 Exacta (7-2) Paid $101.50; $2 Quinella (2-7) Paid $51.50; 
$2 Trifecta (7-2-3) Paid $689.00; $2 Pick 3  (10-7-7) 3 Correct Paid $226.50; 
$2 Daily Double (7-7) Paid $27.40; $2 Superfecta (7-2-3-4) Paid $2,138.00

5TH. 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. 2YO. mSW. PURSE $51,000
1 Stately Victor Albarado R J 6.20 3.80 3.40
7 Extraextraordinary Desormeaux K J  9.20 6.70
6 Bwana Brave Dominguez R A   7.80
Finish Time: 1:42.78
Trainer: Mike Maker. Owner: Thomas Conway.
B. c. 2. Ghostzapper-Collect The Cash, Dynaformer.
Bred by Adena Springs (Ky).
$2 Exacta (1-7) Paid $70.50; $2 Trifecta (1-7-6) Paid $581.00; 
$2 Pick 3 (7-7-1) 3 Correct Paid $100.00; 
$2 Pick 4 (10-7-7-1) 4 Correct Paid $959.00; $2 Daily Double (7-1) Paid $44.40; 
$2 Superfecta (1-7-6-5) Paid $2,643.00

6TH. 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. 3&UP. CLm. PURSE $30,000.
3 Copper Cascade Lezcano J 12.80 6.50 5.30
9 Smart Enuf Velazquez J R  15.00 10.00
7 Sawtooth Mountain Castellano J J   5.00
Finish Time: 1:41.81
Trainer: Mark Hennig. Owner: Mark Grier.
Ch. c. 3. Grand Slam-Topicount, Private Account.
Bred by Gaines-Gentry Thoroughbreds (Ky).
$2 Exacta (3-9) Paid $294.50; $2 Trifecta (3-9-7) Paid $1,879.00; 
$2 Pick 3 (7-1-3) 3 Correct Paid $675.00; $2 Daily Double (1-3) Paid $51.50 

7TH. 7 fURLONGS. 2YO. mSW. PURSE $55,000.
10 Gun Rock Dominguez R A 10.00 5.30 3.10
8 Rule Velazquez J R  6.30 3.20
5 Hockley Desormeaux K J   2.20
Finish Time: 1:23.81
Trainer: Barclay Tagg. Owner: Fox Hill Farm.
B. c. 2. Forest Danger-Brilliant Blaze, Seeking The Gold.
Bred by Dreamfields Inc., Don Brady and Porter Thompson (Ky).
$2 Exacta (10-8) Paid $55.00; $2 Trifecta (10-8-5) Paid $93.50; 
$2 Daily Double (3-10) Paid $74.00; $2 Pick 3 (1-3-10) 3 Correct Paid $263.00; 
$2 Superfecta (10-8-5-3) Paid $438.40

8TH. 6 1/2 fURLONGS. 3&UP ALLOWANCE PURSE: $59,800
12 Mesa Sunrise Desormeaux K J 21.00 9.80 6.70
14 Hamazing Destiny Theriot H J II  12.60 8.40
3 Sean Avery Dominguez R A   3.60
Finish Time: 1:15.03
Trainer: Bill Mott. Owner: Brushwood Stable.
B. c. 3. Sky Mesa-Bashful Charmer, Capote.
Bred by Peter Van Andel (Ky).
$2 Exacta (12-14) Paid $330.00; $2 Trifecta (12-14-3) Paid $2,070.00; 
$2 Pick 3 (3-10-12) 3 Correct Paid $915.00; 
$2 Daily Double (10-12) Paid $134.00  

9TH. 7 fURLONGS. THE fOREGO. 3&UP. PURSE: $300,000.
1 Pyro Velazquez J R 10.20 4.60 3.60
2 Kodiak Kowboy Saez G  3.20 2.50
3 Ready’s Echo Borel C H   5.30
Finish Time: 1:21.48
Trainer: Saeed bin Suroor. Owner: Godolphin Racing.
Dk. B. or Br. c. 4. Pulpit-Wild Vision, Wild Again. 
Bred by Winchell Thoroughbreds (Ky).
$2 Exacta (1-2) Paid $25.40; $2 Trifecta (1-2-3) Paid $141.00; 
$2 Pick 3 (10-12-1) 3 Correct Paid $700.00; 
$2 Daily Double (12-1) Paid $165.50; $2 Superfecta (1-2-3-10) Paid $648.00

10TH. 1 1/8 mILES. THE WOODWARD. 3&UP. PURSE $750,000.
3 Rachel Alexandra Borel C H 2.60 2.40 2.10
4 Macho Again Albarado R J  3.80 2.80
2 Bullsbay Rose J   4.00
Finish Time: 1:48.29
Trainer: Steve Asmussen. Owner: Stonestreet Stable&Harold McCormick.
B. f. 3. Medaglia d’Oro-Lotta Kim, Road.
Bred by Dolphus Morrison (Ky).
$2 Exacta (3-4) Paid $12.20; $2 Trifecta (3-4-2) Paid $36.80; 
$2 Pick 3 (12-1-3) 3 Correct Paid $236.50; $2 Daily Double (1-3) Paid $14.40  

11TH. 1-mILE. TURf. 3&UP. ALW. PURSE $53,000.
11 Kinsella Velazquez J R 10.20 7.10 4.70
6 Whitley Coa E M  12.00 5.90
4 North Country Maragh R   4.40
Finish Time: 1:35.53
Trainer: Todd Pletcher. Owner: Team Valor International.
Ch. c. 3. Mr. Greeley-Win My Heart, King Of Kings (Ire).
Bred by Liberation Farm and Oratis (Ky).
$2 Exacta (11-6) Paid $155.50; $2 Trifecta (11-6-4) Paid $772.00; 
$2   Superfecta (11-6-4-10) Paid $2,018.00; 
$2 Pick 3 (1-3-11) 3 Correct Paid $84.00; $2 Daily Double (3-11) Paid $17.00; 
$2 Grand Slam (3/12/14-1/2/3-2/3/4-11) Paid $32.40

12TH. 5 1/2 fURLONGS. TURf. 3&UP. f&m. CLm. PURSE $29,000.
1 Gentle Ride Velasquez C 6.70 4.20 3.10
5 Little Miss Julien Velazquez J R  10.00 5.80
9 Ready Formycloseup Maragh R   3.00
Finish Time: 1:03.60
Trainer: Linda Rice. Owner: Manuel Tobio.
Dk. B. or Br. f. 3. Mutakddim-Rhythm Of Dance, Pleasant Colony.
Bred by David Richardson and Amy Searfoss (Ky).
$2 Exacta (1-5) Paid $62.50; $2 Trifecta (1-5-9) Paid $220.00; 
$2 Superfecta (1-5-9-2) Paid $719.00; $2 Daily Double (11-1) Paid $38.20; 
$2 Pick 3 (3-11-1) 3 Correct Paid $67.00; 
$2 Pick 6 (10-12-1-3-11-1/3/11/14) 5 Correct Paid $149.50; 
$2 Pick 6 (10-12-1-3-11-1/3/11/14)  6 Correct Paid $15,149.00; 
$2 Pick 4 (1-3-11-1/3/11/14) 4 Correct Paid $327.00  

Track: fast. Turf: firm.

Saratoga Attendance: 31,171.  Mutuel Pool: $4,665,839.

  saturday’s Saratoga reSultS

Sallee Horse Vans
1-800-967-VANS  (772) 260-2586
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1 Starforaday 2 Callide Valley 3 Gold d’Oro

4 Mother Russia 5 Stately Victor 6 Copper Cascade

7 Gun Rock 8 Mesa Sunrise 11 Kinsella

Saturday’S Saratoga winnerS • PhotoS by dave harmon



14 Sunday, September 6, 2009

As 25.19 flashed on the monitor in the clubhouse, 
Tom Bush took a deep breath and took a big step to-
ward the screen. 

He watched as the horses hit the 
backstretch in the 1-mile Peerless 
Springs Stakes for 3-year-old New 
York-bred fillies on the turf. The train-
er of 8-5 favorite Our Golden Dream 
shook his head as the Linda Rice-

trained Mother Russia eased through a 49.94 half-mile 
in the $74,000 stakes. Bush knew the rest of the race 
was a formality. 

Mother Russia (Ramon Dominguez) tucked around 
the far turn and galloped home a 1-length winner over 
Akilina (Rajiv Maragh) and Exclusive Scheme (Javier 
Castellano).

Rice walked through droves of fans into the club-
house as someone yelled, “Rachel, who?” The trainer 
passed Todd Pletcher by one in the trainer standings 
with 19 at that point. 

Mother Russia, a daughter of Mayakovsky, is 4-for-5 
in her 3-year-old campaign with each win coming in 
New York-bred stakes. Obviously NY Stable’s filly 

took the Park Avenue and Cupecoy’s Joy Stakes earlier 
this year, as well as the Statue of Liberty in her last start 
here August 13. It was Rice’s decision to stretch the filly 
out on the grass that set the stage for a big 2009.

“She was eligible for the Stallion Stakes. The Park 
Avenue was in March on the dirt, and I barely had her 
back ready for that race. It was a struggle but we got it 
done,” Rice said. “Then I knew the races were coming 
up on the turf, so we went to the Stallion Stakes on the 
grass. Last year, I thought this filly would be better on 
the turf. I had the feeling before she ever raced, so we 

didn’t go to the grass by default, it was intentional; and 
she’s really appreciated the two turns as well. She’s a 
little strong and hot, and at Belmont the one-turn mile 
was not for her. The two turns really settle her, and she 
came into these last two races great. She’s a little high 
strung; we’ve worked really hard to settle her down.”

Dominguez, Saratoga’s leading rider with 40 wins 
coming into the race, was aboard for the front-running 
score in the Statue of Liberty. He pulled the same trip 
Saturday. The soft fractions all but sealed the deal.

MUIRFIELD
INSURANCE, INC.

A Full Service
Equine Insurance Agency

Contact: Michael T. Levy or Jamie Hill
1019 Majestic Dr., Suite 310, Lexington, KY 40513

Phone (859) 253-1114  Fax (859) 253-1490
www.muirfieldinsurance.com

Offering a Total Range
of Coverage, including:

Control 
 

Tack Shop for Sale
Need a career change? 

Want to expand your business? 

Get on track with a successful, well-established tack shop 
serving the Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred racing market.

 Built-in base of loyal customers, many growth opportunities. 
Brokers protected. 

E-mail tackshop@verizon.net to express interest 

SatuRDay’S 
RaCiNG 
ReCaP

Mom’s
the best

BY BRiAN NAdEAu & COLiN BEAuRY

Tod Marks
mother Russia finishes off the Peerless Springs Stakes Saturday.

See Saturday page 16

Mother Russia takes overnight 
stakes for Dominguez, Rice
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VINERYLTD

General Manager:  Tom Ludt   4241 Spurr Road, Lexington, KY 40511   
859.455.9388   fax 859.455.9588   www.vinery.com 

Become a fan on facebook
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Selling This September at Keeneland

239  SMART STRIKE colt  Out of SW SPANGLED, a 1/2-sister to GSW ANKLET

254  A.P. INDY filly  Out of G2 SW THEATER R. N., 2nd dam is GSW YOKAMA

284  MR. GREELEY colt  2nd dam is SW AMERICAN DYNASTY, a 1/2-sister to 8 stakes horses

376  ELUSIVE QUALITY filly  Out of SW LENATAREESE, family of STORM BIRD

976  MARIA’S MON filly  Out of SW and graded-placed BOSTON EXPRESS

978  ARCH filly  1/2-sister to 2yo SW MIBAR, out of a 1/2-sister to three GSWs

1167  MR. GREELEY filly  Out of multiple SW and GSP MORE THAN PROMISED

21% Stakes Horses
including 2009 Multiple GSW FRIESAN FIRE

Since 2004, Vinery consignments have produced

90698.VIN.SeptSale.SSpcl.8-30.indd   1 8/28/09   2:47:12 PM
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“When they put up the quarter and the half, I 
thought, ‘wow, we’re in pretty good shape,’ ” Rice said.  
“The favorite was right on her heels, but my filly is a 
nice filly. I knew that it was going to be a horse race 
when they went 49 4/5.  When you have Alan Garcia 
breathing down your neck on the favorite stalking you 
have something to worry about, but Alan has breezed 
(Mother Russia) a few times; he knows she is a quality 
filly.”

• The ebb and flow of the trainer’s title took an-
other turn when Pletcher won the 11th with Kinsella 
(John Velazquez), who was up late to run down Whit-
ley (Eibar Coa) and North Country (Maragh). Owned 
by Team Valor International, the 3-year-old son of Mr. 
Greeley was the sales topper in the 2007 Saratoga Se-
lected Yearlings sale and his win in the entry-level al-
lowance on the grass was his second in three lifetime 
starts.

The tie, as it turned out, lasted all of 26 minutes. 
Rice finished the day on top when Manuel Tobio’s 

Gentle Ride (Cornelio Velasquez) streaked to victory in 
the nightcap, a $35,000 claimer sprinting on the turf. 
The 3-year-old daughter of Mutakddim blasted to the 
front immediately and was never challenged en route to 
a wire-to-wire score over Little Miss Julien (Velazquez) 
and Ready Formycloseup (Maragh). With two racing 
days left – and 22 races – Rice is looking forward to 
whatever the results may hold.

“This has been pretty fun; I win one, Todd wins one 
and then I come back and win one at the end. It’s go-
ing to be an interesting next two days. I don’t know if 
I can handle two more days of this but we’re going to 
try,” Rice said. “I’m optimistic with the horses I have 
entered. We’ve got four or five each day and hopefully 
we can win a few. At the same time there were a few 
races that didn’t go so we have no choice but to go with 
what we’ve got and hope it’s enough.”

• Julien Leparoux leaned sharply as he watched the 
replay of Callide Valley drifting down the stretch in the 
second. Shaun Bridgmohan claimed foul when the Ed-
die Kenneally-trained colt made contact with Captain 
Stone near the sixteenth-pole in the 7-furlong maiden 
for 2-year-olds.  Leparoux talked with the stewards as 
Kenneally awaited the verdict. Minutes later, Gary and 
Mary West’s son of Indian Charlie was confirmed the 
official winner by a neck over Captain Stone with In 
Just We Trust (Velazquez) third.

Callide Valley finished sixth here Aug. 15 and looked 
green in the process.

“He needed the first race – and I knew he would – 
and he was still a little green today. He just takes a little 
while. He’s going to figure everything out, and he’ll 
improve big time going into his third race,” Kenneally 
said. “He’s been a little bit of a handful, but he’s a good-
feeling horse. In the paddock he was tough to manage. 
He’s been working super lately; he’s had a better, more 
focused attitude since he ran the first time. He still has 
a long way to go.”

• Mike Maker walked out of the win-
ner’s circle after the fifth, and was met 
with the question: “Is that the Ghostzap-
per colt you’ve been talking about?” Mak-
er turned, smiled and nodded. Owned by 
Thomas Conway, Stately Victor gave his 
trainer plenty to smile about when the colt 
won a 1 1/16-mile maiden on the turf. 

Stately Victory (Robby Albarado) 
shot along the rail in the stretch to win 
by 4 1/2 lengths over Extraextraordinary 
(Kent Desormeaux) and Bwana Brave 
(Dominguez).

Out of the Dynaformer mare Collect 
The Cash, a Grade I winner on the grass, 
the colt finished second here Aug. 22 in a 
maiden race rained off the turf. He closed 
well in his 7-furlong debut, and confirmed 
to Maker that he had some serious young 
talent in his shedrow.

“We’ve been extremely high on him all 
along. We gave him the time he needed to 

mature until Saratoga, and so far everything has gone 
to plan,” Maker said. “We bought him at the Adena 
Springs sale in March. He’s a big scopey horse and very 
professional every day. He’s never missed a beat. You 
have to love when a plan comes together.”

• Mark Grier’s Copper Cascade (Jose Lezcano) was a 
resilient winner of the sixth for Mark Hennig. The son 
of Grand Slam broke cleanly and rated just off the pace 
in the 1 1/16-mile claimer before cruising to the wire for 
a 1 3/4-length victory over Smart Enuf (Velazquez) and 
Sawtooth Mountain (Castellano).

Copper Cascade bolstered his career mark to 2-for-9, 
but has really come to hand since moving to a more 
preferable surface.

“We got him on the grass and it’s helping his confi-
dence more than anything else; he’s been a little timid 
on the dirt because he’s always trained better than he’s 
raced,” Hennig said. “Putting him on the grass makes 

2008 Sanford winner 
Desert Party

GRADED STAKES-WINNING GRADUATES WHO RECEIVED 
EARLY TRAINING AT SCANLON TRAINING CENTER:

 

S Robert Scanlon
Training Center

Dave Harmon

“Some stories simply must be told.”
        – New Paltz Times  

Two elegant and often heart-
breaking tales filled with horses 
as complicated and lively as 
their human counterparts. These 
are inspiring stories of courage 
and hope and the ways in which 
all love—even a horse’s— 
has the power to heal.

ChosenForeverad_4c.indd   1 7/21/09   2:05:33 PM

Saturday –
 Continued from page 14

Dave Harmon
Gentle Ride took home the final race on Saturday.

See Saturday page 17
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him focus more and not worry so much 
about the dirt in his face. He’s always 
trained well, but he hasn’t really shown 
his morning form in the afternoon until 
he got on the grass.”

•  Rick Porter’s lime green bowtie 
stood out from the crowd in the winner’s 
circle. His 2-year-old Gun Rock stood 
out from his nine rivals on the track.

Gun Rock (Dominguez), a $500,000 
2-year-old purchase, pressed a hot early 
pace and drew clear in midstretch before 
registering a 1-length win over Rule (Ve-
lazquez) and heavily favored Hockley 
(Desormeaux) in the seventh, a maiden 

sprint for 2-year-olds. Gun Rock com-
pleted the 7 furlongs in a quick 1:23.81.

Trained by Barclay Tagg, Gun Rock 
was bought at the Fasig-Tipton Calder 
sale and made his debut here Aug 9. The 
son of Forest Danger rallied from sixth 
to finish a solid second in an 11-horse 
field. His progress from start one to start 
two impressed Porter.

“Obviously with a purchase price like 
that we held him in high regard from 
the start,” Porter said. “He trained well 
leading up to his debut and I thought he 
ran a good race last month. Today he 
was able to build off that run and show 
why Barclay has had so much confidence 
in the horse. It’s exciting to have a nice 
2-year-old in the barn at this time of the 
year because you never know where they 
might take you.”

Magna �erapy

352-804-8155
Call for an appointment today:

Pulsed Electro-Magnetic Frequency �erapy

42 years 
experi

en
ce

Lengths Ahead of the Field
Engel Law Offices 

is a full service law office 
willing to serve your legal needs 
in the following practice areas:

Engel Law Offices
1104 Middleline Road, 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-490-1770 
www.engelatty.com

• Estate Planning
• Business Development

• Civil Litigation
• Criminal Defense/Traffic/DWI

• Equine Law
Please contact us with your legal questions

Saturday –
 Continued from page 16

Jockeys
Ramon Dominguez ..................................... 42
Alan Garcia .................................................. 37
Rajiv Maragh ............................................... 30
Julien Leparoux  .......................................... 28
John Velazquez ........................................... 26
Kent Desormeaux ........................................ 23
Javier Castellano ......................................... 22
Edgar Prado ................................................ 21
Robby Albarado .......................................... 17
Jose Lezcano .............................................. 14
Cornelio Velasquez ...................................... 11
Mike Luzzi ..................................................... 8
Jesus Castanon ............................................. 7
Jorge Chavez ................................................. 7
Shaun Bridgmohan ....................................... 6
Eibar Coa ....................................................... 6
Jeremy Rose ................................................. 5
Jamie Theriot  ............................................... 5

Trainers
Linda Rice ................................................... 20
Todd Pletcher .............................................. 19
Bill Mott ...................................................... 14
Steve Asmussen ......................................... 12
Barclay Tagg  ............................................... 12
Gary Contessa ............................................. 10
Mike Maker ................................................. 10
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Mike Hushion ................................................ 9
Kiaran McLaughlin ........................................ 9
Saeed bin Suroor .......................................... 8 
Graham Motion ............................................. 7
Nick Zito ........................................................ 7
D. Wayne Lukas ............................................ 6
Wesley Ward ................................................. 6

Saratoga Leaders
Through September 5
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How do you make up 6 1/4 lengths on 
the fastest 2-year-old filly on the planet?

Peter Callahan’s 
Beautician will have 
7 furlongs to figure it 
out in today’s Grade 
I Spinaway when she 
once again tackles the 
freakishly fast Hot Di-

xie Chick in the Spa’s $300,000 center-
piece for juvenile fillies.

Beautician and Hot Dixie Chick met 
for the first time in the Grade III Schuy-
lerville July 29 at 6 furlongs. The for-
mer broke in midpack, checked sharply 
while trying to advance on the back-
stretch and then re-rallied with a wide 
move to finish second. The latter was 
away cleanly from the rail, was deftly 
maneuvered outside to press the pace 
and drew off as much the best over the 
good main track. 

Trainer Ken McPeek’s assistant Jor-
dan Blair is optimistic Beautician can 
bridge the gap on Sunday.

“It’s a combination of a few differ-
ent things on why we think she can 
make up the ground,” Blair said. “She’s 
grown up a lot from the Schuylerville 
and got a great deal of experience out of 
that race. She had to go six-wide around 

Where Players Win.
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SPiNaWay 
StakeS 

Preview

Playing Catch-up Beautician narrows gap 
on Hot Dixie Chick

BY BRiAN NAdEAu

Tod Marks
Hot Dixie Chick (left) will take some catching today. Beautician (right) tries to make up the ground.See Spinaway page 19
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there, and that might be 2 or 3 lengths 
right there. It looks like we’re going to 
get a better track and you hope for a 
better trip than she got last time. And 
you hope that the pace scenario works 
out in that Hot Dixie Chick, on the 
rail, has to run hard every step of the 
way. Maybe she’ll go too fast and we’ll 
catch her. Seven furlongs at the end of 
the meet is a little different than 6 at the 
beginning of the meet.”

Beautician entered the Schuylerville 
off a snappy 2-length win in her debut 
at Churchill Downs June 5. The daugh-
ter of Dehere stalked the pace in fourth 
before taking over and drawing clear. 
She’s come a long way since Blair first 
saw her.

“She was a nervous filly and started 
out that way with us. She would dance 
around and back up in the morning, be 
a bit flighty,” Blair said. “But then once 
you turned her around to gallop she 
would become a professional. She al-
ways showed talent, especially when we 
shipped her to Churchill a few weeks 
before her first run. She only won her 
debut by a couple of lengths but she did 
it in fast time and did it easy. She just 
galloped around out there.”

Beautician was scheduled to start in 
the Aug. 19 Adirondack here but had to 
be scratched a few days before the race 
when she began to show signs of colic. 
With a talented and classy filly with a 
bright future, the decision to withdraw 
was as tough as it was easy.

“She got a little colicky and sweaty 
and we tried to walk her out but we de-
cided to err on the side of caution and 
treat the filly and that meant we had 
to scratch,” Blair said. “It was a no-
brainer, you’ve got to do what’s right 
by the filly. It was bad luck but every-
thing seems to happen for a reason. The 
extra couple of weeks has really helped 
her out, she’s worked well at 5 furlongs 
a few times and we go in with a lot of 
confidence.”

Kent Desormeaux, aboard for the 
first time in the Schuylerville, has the 
return call.

Rick Violette was initially going to 
pass on the Spinaway with William 
Lawrence and Klaravich Stable’s Worst-
casescenario (Alan Garcia to ride), but 
admitted Saturday morning that the 4 
1/4-length winner of the Grade II Ad-
irondack has him rethinking the plan.

“We were only going to run if Steve 
(Asmussen) scratched Hot Dixie Chick, 

but we’re doing awfully good,” Violette 
said with a knowing smile. “There’s 
some temptation to run so it will be a 
game-time decision. It’s a little bit quick 
off of such a big race but it’s a Grade I 
and the horse has been doing great since 
the Adirondack.”

Worstcasescenario entered the 6 1/2-
furlong Adirondack like most juveniles 
in the early season Saratoga stakes; long 
on talent and short on experience. The 
daughter of Forbidden Apple blitzed 
maidens by 5 3/4 lengths at Belmont 
Park July 24, her lone start, but backed 
that up in the Adirondack when she 
pressed a 44 1/5 half-mile, took over on 
the far turn and widened through the 
drive for a 4 1/4-length win. Violette 
was optimistic entering the Adirondack 
but was impressed by the run. 

“I thought we had a shot because 
I knew we were talented and the race 
might shape up well for us, but I never 
thought she would run like she did. I 
didn’t envision her being that superior, 
and that’s what she was,” Violette said. 
“We bought her as a 2-year-old in April 
(at OBS) and she was spectacular at the 
sales. She went fast, but she looked like 
she did it within herself and looked like 
there was more there. She looks like 
an old Munnings painting. She doesn’t 
look like a fast 2-year-old; she looks like 
she wants to get a mile and an eighth 
or more, so 7 furlongs should be well 
within her.”

Violette also has Opus A (Shaun 
Bridgmohan), a capable backup should 
he pass with Worstcasescenario. The 
New York-bred daughter of Read The 
Footnotes looked good beating maidens 
here by a half-length Aug. 12. Broad-
way Blue Stable’s filly rallied from 

eighth after steadying early and would 
be a stretch danger should the pace take 
its toll on the front runners.

“She was running like a machine 
down the middle of the racetrack and 
any time a 2-year-old passes eight horses 
in the stretch that’s never a bad thing,” 
Violette said. “If we can be third or bet-
ter in a race like this it would be a home 
run. There’s a lot to like about trying 
her in a spot like this. She’s a big, im-
posing filly that has trained as good as a 
horse can train.” 

The deserving favorite is Grace Sta-
ble’s Hot Dixie Chick (Robby Albara-
do). The daughter of Dixie Union fin-
ished second in her debut and has run 
off the screen in her last two starts. She 
set a track record when she broke her 
maiden at Churchill June 13 and then 

doubled up in the Schuylerville with a 
powerful performance that sent her to 
the forefront in the juvenile filly ranks. 

Hot Dixie Chick drew the rail in the 
Schuylerville and has the same post in 
the Spinaway. She’ll have an additional 
furlong to deal with, in addition to sev-
eral speedy types to her outside, but she 
once again rates as the horse to beat.

Sassy Image (Edgar Prado) chased 
home Worstcasescenario in the Adiron-
dack and ran well to finish second in 
her first start against winners. Trained 
by Dale Romans for Jerry Romans, the 
daughter of Broken Vow has progressed 
nicely in her three races. Sassy Image 
ran third to Beautician in her debut at 
Churchill, then blasted maidens there 
in her next start 16 days later. Romans 
freshened her up for the Adirondack 
and Sassy Image showed she belongs in 
the graded stakes ranks. She tuned up 
for the Spinaway with a big 47 2/5 half-
mile move Monday, the second fastest 
of 65 at the distance.

Magic Appeal followed the same 
career path as Sassy Image en route to 
her third in the Adirondack. The Stan 
Hough trainee finished second in a Bel-
mont maiden in July, won her next start 
here Aug. 2 and then rallied from eighth 
while wide in the Adirondack. Owned 
by Hough and Cobra Farm, the daugh-
ter of Successful Appeal drew well in the 
Spinaway and should be rallying late.

Sky Fever (Jose Espinoza), a state-
bred maiden winner here Aug. 17; Bick-
ersons (John Velazquez), who is likely 
to scratch and run in Monmouth Park’s 
Sorority Stakes and Snap Happy (Cal-
vin Borel), a debut winner here Aug. 13, 
round out the field.
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RACE 1: RIGHT OF WAY gets the call in an effort to get Allen 
Jerkens a win before the circuit heads to Belmont. Takes a slight 
drop and fits well at this level. GRESHAM didn’t run poorly in a 
tough stakes here five weeks ago and is another who will like the 
company. CORONATION DAY has been freshened since taking a 
minor state-bred stakes at Belmont in July.

RACE 2: KIND WORDS is a full-sis to the great Bernardini and 
this Darley homebred has been rumored to be a good thing. 
Nice to see she starts out at 7 furlongs as well, which should be 
well within her scope. AILALEA broke slowly and made up some 
ground late in her debut; Pletcher’s 2-year-olds often improve 
leaps and bounds in their second starts. QUIET TEMPER chased 
home a nice prospect Aug. 10 in a race that has already had a 
next-out winner.

RACE 3: One last try for LUV GUV, who was going well late in a 
spot like this 15 days ago. Should benefit from an honest pace. 
LOWTHER STREET ran a career best in his first start on dirt ear-
lier in the meet and a repeat of that run would be plenty good 
enough. CLOSE ALLIANCE ran well in his U.S. debut and should 
move forward.

RACE 4: Hurdle star LEFT UNSAID will get every inch of the 1 
3/8 miles, which might be more than some of his rivals can say. 
Drops a ton of weight, gets Prado and has some solid flat form 
to fall back on. Look out. LIEUTENANT seems to be cycling into 
a big run and should get enough speed up front to aid his late 
rally. SPELL was unimpressive in his local bow but can make 
amends.

RACE 5: CANNONBALL was beaten a neck at Royal Ascot in the 
Grade I Jubilee June 20, arguably the biggest turf sprint in the 
world. If that run didn’t take too much out of him he should get 
the job done. REDEFINED is only 1-for-7 over the course but is 
in the mix every time. KARAKORUM ELEKTRA was scratched 
earlier in the week to presumably run here; one of four Linda 
Rice has entered.

RACE 6: Stabbing with SOURCEOFTHENILE, who outworked 
debut winner (by 7) Lovely Lil by a length in an Aug. 4 work. 
This doesn’t seem to be the saltiest group of state-breds so it 
might be wise to look for a fresh new face. BISHOP OF NOLA 
ran well in his debut but must avoid a tardy beginning from the 
rail. MINE OVER MATTER has some serious pedigree power for 
a New York-bred.

RACE 7: WINTHROP HOUSE drops after a stakes route out of 
town and should relish the return to the turf sprint ranks. ECHO 
IN ETERNITY is another dropper but with Pletcher going for 
the trainer’s title you can take these types a bit more seriously. 
Clearly the one to fear. INTERCOASTAL got back on the beam in 
his last; dangerous.

RACE 8: I’ll be honking all the way back to Delaware after FREE-
DOM RINGS gets the job done for Dave Donk. Adds blinkers 
after just missing against better earlier in the meet. FRIVOLOUS 
BUCK had a wide trip in her local bow and might get overlooked 
because a few that beat her are back. Prior form says she can 
win this. KETUBAH is the obvious danger but didn’t really kick in 
through the lane like we all expected last time. This wide draw is 
no bargain either.

RACE 9: Trying for the upset with UNCLE T SEVEN, who owns 
a stellar stretch run when ridden correctly. Hoping the last run 
is the best run for an underrated conditioner. SAL THE BARBER 
will be heavily favored – and deservedly so – but he’s run two 
big races back-to-back so you have to wonder if there’s a bit of 
regression forthcoming. LIME RICKEY deserves to win one of 
these graded stakes, just not sure today’s the day.

RACE 10: SASSY IMAGE ran well to finish second over a speed-
favoring track in the Adirondack and seems poised to take a 
major step forward. Enters on the heels of a monster 4-furlong 
move over the main track last week and will be a big overlay. HOT 
DIXIE CHICK is the best 2-year-old filly in training and a legit 3-5 
in this race, but she’s on the rail and stretches from 6 furlongs to 
7 furlongs, so you’re allowed to try and beat her. She also comes 
in off back-to-back lifetime best runs so you have to be a bit con-
cerned she’ll regress in this spot. WORSTCASESCENARIO ran 
off in the Adironadack over the top choice but could be a pace 
casualty if she hooks up with Hot Dixie Chick early. 

RACE 11: AWEDACIOUS CAREN has a nice pedigree and figures 
to be forgotten on the tote with Pletcher and Rice taking money. 
Call at first-asking. FOX’S ALLY CAT is a Rice firster that you can 
assume is cranked for her best. Enters off a bevy of solid drills, 
the last a 47 1/5-second move over the turf just five days ago. All 
systems go. RUNFROMTHESTORM ran well against open com-
pany at Gulfstream Park this spring and those races were against 
much better than she meets here. A stretch threat if she’s ready 
for her best off the bench.
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Don’t Just 

Be a 

Spectator, 

Be an 

Owner

Sunday, September 6. Post Time 1 p.m. Entries with program number, 
post position, jockey, trainer, and morning-line odds.

1ST (1:00) 1 mILE (INNER TURf) 3YO CLAImING ($60,000 - $50,000) 
PURSE: $46,000
1  2 Frame of Reference ...Velazquez J R ....... Rice Linda ...............5-1
1A 6 Frazil ..........................Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda ...............5-1
2  1 Xodo..........................Maragh R ............. Ribaudo Robert .....12-1
3  3 Dorian Will ................Prado E S ............. Pletcher Todd A .......6-1
4  4 Coronation Day .........Castellano J J ....... Weaver George ........9-2
5  5 Bad Action .................Luzzi M J .............. Contessa Gary C ....10-1
6  7 Attractive Ride ...........Desormeaux K J ... Scherer Merrill R ...15-1
7  8 Right of Way .............Velasquez C .......... Jerkens H Allen .......3-1
8  9 Awesome Actor .........Dominguez R A .... Klesaris Steve ........12-1
9  10 Gresham ....................Albarado R J ........ Baker James E .........7-2
A-Coupled: Frame of Reference and Frazil
Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (1-3), Daily Double 

2ND (1:32) 7 fURLONGS fILLIES 2YO mAIDEN PURSE: $50,000
1  1 Summer Humor ........Albarado R J ........ McLaughlin Kiaran ..6-1
1A 7 Mambo Fever ............Maragh R ............. Dutrow Anthony ......6-1
2  2 Omi’s Vindication ......Castellano J J ....... Romans Dale ...........4-1
2B 3 Quiet Temper .............Garcia Alan ........... Romans Dale ...........4-1
3  4 Dynazaper .................Desormeaux K J ... Mott William I ..........8-1
4  5 Hidden Value .............Theriot H J II ........ Lukas D Wayne .....15-1
5  6 Kind Words ...............Dominguez R A .... Albertrani Thomas ...3-1
6  8 Ailalea ........................Prado E S ............. Pletcher Todd A .......5-1
7  9 Starsilhouette ............Velasquez C .......... Penna Angel Jr ......10-1
8  10 Protesting ..................Velazquez J R ....... McGaughey III C R ..7-2
A-Coupled: Summer Humor and Mambo Fever
B-Coupled: Omi’s Vindication and Quiet Temper
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (2-4), Pick 4 Races (2-5) Daily Double 

3RD (2:04) 1 1/8 mILES 3&UP ALLOW PURSE: $65,000
1  1 Lowther Street ...........Prado E S ............. Harty Eoin ...............2-1
2  2 Mr. Again ...................Maragh R ............. Benzel Seth ...........15-1
3  3 African Diamond .......Castellano J J ....... Brown Chad C .........8-1
4  4 Close Alliance ............Dominguez R A .... Frankel Robert .........5-1
5  5 Birdrun ......................Desormeaux K J ... Mott William I ........10-1
6  6 Luv Gov .....................Velasquez C .......... Lukas D Wayne .......3-1
7  7 Fitzaslew ....................Albarado R J ........ McPeek Ken ............6-1
8  8 Hoopoe ......................Velazquez J R ....... Zito Nicholas P ........8-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (3-5), Daily Double 

4TH (2:36) 1 3/8 mILES (INNER TURf) 3&UP mAIDEN PURSE: $59,000
1  4 Canardly ....................Samyn J L ............ Kelly Patrick J ........30-1
1A AE Pynaformer ...............Samyn J L ............ Kelly Patrick J ........30-1
2  1 Spell ..........................Albarado R J ........ Stall Albert M Jr ....10-1
3  2 Chapin Beach ............Maragh R ............. Hennig Mark ............5-1
4  3 Boyhood Dream ........Garcia Alan ........... Ward Wesley A ......20-1
5  5 Lieutenant (GER) .......Castellano J J ....... Jerkens H Allen .......8-1
6  6 Seeking the Sluice .....Dominguez R A .... Tagg Barclay ............7-2
7  7 Left Unsaid ................Prado E S ............. Voss Thomas H .......3-1
8  8 En Fuego ...................Desormeaux K J ... Clement Christophe ....4-1
9  9 Cape Doctor ..............Theriot H J II ........ Nicks Ralph E ........15-1
10  10 Parker’s Project .........Hodsdon D ........... Sheppard Jonathan . 15-1
11  AE Armania .....................Castellano J J ....... Capuano Dale ........12-1
A-Coupled: Canardly and Pynaformer
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (4-6), Daily Double 

5TH (3:08) COmmENTATOR S. 5 1/2 fURLONGS (TURf) 3&UP NY BRED 
PURSE: $70,000
1  4 Silver Timber .............Coa E M ............... Brown Chad C .........2-1
1A 6 Redefined ..................Maragh R ............. Dutrow Anthony ......2-1
2  1 Extinguish .................Luzzi M J .............. Duggan David P ....30-1
3  2 Mohegan Sky ............Velasquez C .......... Rice Linda .............15-1
4  3 Ahvee’s Destiny .........Velazquez J R ....... Rice Linda ...............5-1
5  5 Karakorum Elektra .....Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda ...............8-1
6  7 Meriwether Jessica ...Lezcano J ............. Rice Linda .............12-1
7  8 Motor Patrol ..............Castellano J J ....... Horgan Roger A ....30-1
8  9 Cannonball ................Dominguez R A .... Ward Wesley A ........8-5
9  10 Citifest .......................Morales S ............. Hertler John O .......15-1
A-Coupled: Silver Timber and Redefined
Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (5-7), Daily Double 

6TH (3:41) 6 fURLONGS 2YO mAIDEN NEW YORK BRED 
PURSE: $48,400
1  2 Mine Over Matter ......Velasquez C .......... Hernandez Ramon ..20-1
1A 7 Treasure Trunk ..........Velasquez C .......... Hernandez Ramon ..20-1
2  8 Swinging At Siro’s .....Castanon J L ........ Rice Linda ...............3-1
2B 9 Stellaluce ...................Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda ...............3-1
3  1 Bishop of Nola ...........Albarado R J ........ McPeek Ken ............7-2
4  3 Cathy’s Rascal ...........Morales S ............. Hertler John O .......30-1
5  4 Mineswept .................Prado E S ............. Serpe Philip M .........6-1
6  5 Sourceofthenile .........Desormeaux K J ... Hushion Michael E ..8-1
7  6 Elsaroarin ..................Dominguez R A .... Werner Ronny .........5-1
8  10 Make Note .................Castellano J J ....... Weaver George ........5-1
9  11 Saver Dude ................Theriot H J II ........ Romans Dale .........15-1
10  12 Silenced ....................Maragh R ............. Lukas D Wayne .....15-1
A-Coupled: Mine Over Matter and Treasure Trunk
B-Coupled: Swinging At Siro’s and Stellaluce
Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (6-8), Pick 6 Races (6-11), Daily Double 

7TH (4:14) 5 1/2 fURLONGS (TURf) 3&UP CLAImING ($35,000) 
PURSE: $29,000
1  3 Pals First Lady ...........Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda ...............9-2
1A 7 Fort McCoy ................Velasquez C .......... Rice Linda ...............9-2
2  1 Winning Grievance ....Bridgmohan S X ... Stoklosa Richard ...30-1
3  2 Khan of Khans ...........Maragh R ............. Imperio Joseph .......5-1
4  4 Rapid Mon .................Castellano J J ....... Kimmel John C ......15-1
5  5 Echo in Eternity .........Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd A .......3-1
6  6 Voodoouthinkur.........Borel C H .............. Reiff Eugene ............8-1
7  8 Winthrop House ........Albarado R J ........ McLaughlin Kiaran ..7-2
8  9 Rizty Aly ....................Lezcano J ............. Disanto Glenn B ....30-1
9  10 Natty Meboy ..............Prado E S ............. Schwartz Scott M ..20-1
10  11 Intercoastal ...............Dominguez R A .... Ward Wesley A ........5-1
A-Coupled: Pals First Lady and Fort McCoy
Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (7-9), Grand Slam Races (7-10) Daily Double 

8TH (4:48) 1 1/16 mILES (INNER TURf) f&m 3&UP ALLOW NY BRED 
PURSE: $49,000
1  7 High Cry ....................Velasquez C .......... Bush Thomas M ......9-2
1A 12 Lemon Punch ............Desormeaux K J ... Bush Thomas M ......9-2
2  1 Musical Splendor ......Espinoza J L ......... Contessa Gary C ....20-1
3  2 Banker’s Buy .............Bridgmohan S X ... Zito Nicholas P ......20-1
4  3 Mythical Yarn ............Prado E S ............. Serpe Philip M .......12-1
5  4 Chorus Music ............Maragh R ............. Terranova, II John P 6-1
6  5 Staten Island Gal .......Lezcano J ............. Hills Timothy A ......20-1
7  6 Freedom Rings ..........Velazquez J R ....... Donk David ..............7-2
8  8 Frivolous Buck ...........Garcia Alan ........... Weaver George ........5-1
9  9 Hooked On Hope .......Castellano J J ....... Tagg Barclay ..........10-1
10  10 Ketubah .....................Dominguez R A .... Clement Christophe ....4-1
11  11 Defarge ......................Luzzi M J .............. Benzel Seth ...........20-1
12  AE Pink Tights ................Morales S ............. Hertler John O .......30-1
13  AE Wise Choice ..............Maragh R ............. Sciacca Gary .........30-1
14  MTO Vicarious ...................Maragh R ............. Jerkens H Allen .......4-1
15  MTO Carlyn Darlyn .............Callejas Bernardo . 8-1
A-Coupled: High Cry and Lemon Punch
Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (8-10), Pick 4 Races (8-11), Daily Double 

9TH (5:22) SARANAC S. (G3) 1 3/16 mILES (TURf) 3YO PURSE: $100,000
1  1 Uncle T Seven ...........Velazquez J R ....... Morrison John .......15-1
2  2 El Crespo ...................Bridgmohan S X ... Arnold George R ....12-1
3  3 Reservoir ...................Garcia Alan ........... Carey Julia .............10-1
4  4 Armstrong Mill ..........Maragh R ............. Clement Christophe ....8-1
5  5 Sal the Barber ............Dominguez R A .... Clement Christophe ....2-1
6  6 Al Khali ......................Desormeaux K J ... Mott William I ..........5-2
7  7 Lime Rickey ...............Castellano J J ....... Alexander Frank A ...4-1
8  8 Blank Check ...............Prado E S ............. Pompay Terri .........15-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (9-11), Daily Double 

10TH (5:56) SPINAWAY S. (G1) 7 fURLONGS fILLIES 2YO PURSE: $300,000
1  1 Hot Dixie Chick ..........Albarado R J ........ Asmussen Steve ......4-5
2  2 Sky Fever ...................Espinoza J L ......... Ortiz Juan ..............50-1
3  3 Opus A ......................Bridgmohan S X ... Violette, Jr. R A......15-1
4  4 Bickersons ................Velazquez J R ....... Breen Kelly J .........15-1
5  5 Sassy Image ..............Prado E S ............. Romans Dale .........10-1
6  6 Beautician ..................Desormeaux K J ... McPeek Ken ............5-1
7  7 Worstcasescenario ....Garcia Alan ........... Violette, Jr. R A........4-1
8  8 Magic Appeal .............Velasquez C .......... Hough Stanley M ...15-1
9  9 Snap Happy ...............Borel C H .............. Stewart Dallas .......30-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Daily Double 

11TH (6:30) 5 1/2 fURLONGS (TURf) f&m 3&UP mAIDEN NY BRED 
PURSE: $44,000
1  5 Ten Carrot Nikki .........Velasquez C .......... Rice Linda ...............5-1
1A 6 Fox’s Ally Cat .............Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda ...............5-1
2  12 Rosary Beads ............Morales S ............. Shevy Michael J ....30-1
2B AE Being Queen ..............Tamburello A T ..... Shevy Michael J ....30-1
3  1 Cat On a Quest ..........Prado E S ............. Dutrow, Jr. R E ........8-1
4  2 Better Than Swiss .....Maragh R ............. Dutrow Anthony W ..3-1
5  3 Idle Gossip ................Espinoza J L ......... Martin Carlos F ........8-1
6  4 Runfromthestorm ......Castellano J J ....... Weaver George ........4-1
7  7 Red Kettle ..................Dominguez R A .... Pletcher Todd A .....10-1
8  8 Niki All .......................Studart M ............. Sciacca Gary .........50-1
9  9 Awedacious Caren .....Bridgmohan S X ... Bush Thomas M ....12-1
10  10 Roaring Ghost ...........Velazquez J R ....... Benzel Seth .............6-1
11  11 Lovable McGriff .........Gutierrez J A ........ Raposa Joseph J ...20-1
A-Coupled: Ten Carrot Nikki and Fox’s Ally Cat
B-Coupled: Rosary Beads and Being Queen
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10) Wagers

  sunday’s Saratoga entrieS
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“When I first got him I was like, 
‘ugh,’ ” said trainer Julia Carey of Res-
ervoir. 

Nervous, slight and 
unassuming, Reser-
voir earned the nick-
name Tony the Pony 
in his early days with 
Carey.

Saturday morning, 
the shining chestnut ate hay, watched 
Forego favorite Kodiak Kowboy and 
Travers winner Summer Bird walk the 
Stakes Barn, and pricked his ears every 
time he heard, “Biscuit.” 

Reservoir earned the new nickname 
when he started to blossom as a race-
horse. 

Today he looks to become the fourth 
Canadian horse in seven years to claim 
the Grade III, $100,000 Saranac Stakes. 
It’s been quite the transformation.

“He’s been a pleasant surprise. 
When I first got him, I was like, ‘wow,’ 
he didn’t look like much at all,” Carey 
said. “Then he gradually got better. I 
think his better days are ahead of him. 
When he’s 4 and 5, he’ll mature into a 
real nice horse.”

Carey, who keeps a 14-horse stable 
at Woodbine in Toronto, shipped Res-

ervoir for a try at the 1 3/16-mile grass 
stakes for 3-year-olds. Owned by El-
liot Kohn and Weila Ye, Reservoir en-
ters the Saranac off two tough races in 
Canada. In June, he jumped into stakes 
company for the first time in the $1 mil-
lion Queens Plate, a tall order.

“He was too sharp; it was only the 
third race of his life. We break at the 
quarter-pole there – right in front of 
the crowd – and the crowd roared and 
he just got so rank on the front end,” 
Carey said  “The rider couldn’t control 
him for the rest of the race. He can be 
a little nervous; when something scares 
him, that’s it.”

Reservoir finished 19 lengths back 
in 11th in the first leg of the Canadian 
Triple Crown, so Carey made some ad-
justments and aimed for the final leg 
Aug. 2.

“We took the blinkers off and trained 
him differently for the Breeders’ Stakes 
up there going a mile and a half and it 
worked, except he got in so much traf-
fic trouble that he was wide the whole 
way,” Carey said. “We weren’t too 
pleased, but he still ran better.”

Reservoir finished a close third in the 
Breeders’, a vast improvement from the 
June 21 debacle. 

 

 

 

Today’s Racing Digest 
Providing Unique Handicapping Information to Thousands of Horseplayers every race day since 1970. 

Now  Available 
for Saratoga 

  Today’s Free Race Analysis 

"I basically do three things, the first of which combines reading 
with statistical handicapping.  I use the Racing Digest, which is 
my computer on paper, the Daily Racing Form, and a couple of 
independent clockers who are pretty good." Professional 
Handicapper James E. Allard AKA "Jimmy The Hat" - from 
an interview published in the March/April 2009 edition of Horse Player Magazine 

 Download the full Saratoga Digest at www.todaysracingdigest.com for only $5.00  
use promo code SART2009 to receive 50% off your next 2 Digest purchases 

Today’s Free Fractional Charting by Today’s Racing Digest 
(Projected times at each point of call for today’s race) 

Make Better Handicapping Decisions Quicker and 
With More Confidence 

Expert Race Analysis 
Paddock Profiles 
Class and Pace Analysis 
Claim Analysis 
Speed and Pace figures 

Performance Ratings for 
each horse 
Class and Pace Analysis 
Fractional Charting 
Quick Picks 

Different than Other Handicapping Publications 

Running lines adjusted to 
today’s race distance and 
surface 
Unique jockey/trainer stats 
Key race features 
Paddock Profile 

Workout analysis (currently 
only California) 
Running style stats and 
analysis 
Track Bias 
Horses to Watch (BTL) 

 

RACE # 3 Saratoga, September 6, 2009 
 

It looks like Hoopoe is an improving runner for Nick Zito.  All three routes to date 
have been solid, he won at this trip here Aug 1 and boasts the stalking speed to be 
within striking distance turning for home.  He stacks up pretty well on numbers and 
lands the HF 15a.  Birdrun and African Diamond are a couple others in good form 
who do nicely in terms of Final Time Ratings.  While either could emerge on top, the 
sophs' successes have come vs. claiming company only.  Can they compete with 
this kind?  We'll find out.  Lowther Street continues to run well under these class 
conditions and another good try seems in the cards.  Luv Gov should be finishing 
well, too, though if overbet once again we wouldn't hesitate to take a shot against 
him.  y Today’s Racing Digest 

 
NAME- BY ORDER OF 

FINISH  1/4   1/2    3/4 FINISH LF 
   TRK, DATE & 

RCS BK 
 3rd  Post Time   2:00 :23.9 :47.9 01:12.8 01:51.5  (Avg This Level) 

1 African Diamond  23.5 47.4 01:12.3 01:52.1 39.8   SAR-08/06/09-1 

2 Birdrun  24.6 48.2 01:12.8 01:52.2 39.4   SAR-07/31/09-1 

3 Hoopoe  24 48.1 01:13.4 01:52.5 39.1   SAR-08/01/09-1 

4 Lowther Street  25.5 49.5 01:15.1 01:52.7 37.6   SAR-08/01/09-1 

5 Luv Gov  25.4 49.6 01:13.9 01:53.0 39.1   SAR-08/21/09-1 

6 Mr. Again  24.6 48.5 01:13.9 01:53.0 39.1   DEL-06/30/09-2 

7 Fitzaslew  23.9 47.8 01:12.4 01:53.7 41.3   TP-03/21/09-2 

8 Close Alliance  26 49.9 01:15.2 01:53.8 38.6   SAR-08/01/09-1 

SaRaNaC 
StakeS 

Preview

Reservoir, eh?
Shipper tries to add to Canadian success

BY COLiN BEAuRY

Connie Bush
Reservoir tries to add to the Candian’s haul for the meet in the Saranac.See Saranac page 24
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TERRY LINDSEY EQUIDAE GALLERY
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Life at the track has been one trans-
formation after another for the gelding. 
He flipped over in the gate and was 
scratched the first time he was entered 
to race; and then there’s the Queen’s 
Plate blemish on his resume. However, 

since arriving at Saratoga Friday, Reser-
voir has acted like a composed veteran. 
He went to the track Saturday morning, 
acclimated to his new surroundings and 
handled himself like a true professional 
as Carey’s assistant, Larissa Zagorsky, 
ran a brush through his mane. 

“One of the hotwalkers calls him 
Tom Cruise,” Zagorsky said, “because 
he’s short and handsome.” 

After today, Carey’s crew might be 
calling him “Saranac” as Reservoir 
looks to continue the Canadian tradi-
tion – after Marlang (2008), Jamba-
laya (2005) and Shoal Water (2003) 
– against seven rivals. Alan Garcia gets 
the call.

Dogwood Stable’s Lime Rickey (Javi-
er Castellano to ride) makes his second 
start in a graded stakes here this sum-
mer. The Frank Alexander-trained son 
of Lemon Drop Kid finished sixth in 
the Grade II Hall of Fame Stakes Aug. 
14, but rallied late to lose by just 3 3/4 
lengths.

“We thought he was a little knocked 
out after the race because he had the 
two races in Virginia (The Colonial 
Turf Cup and the Virginia Derby). We 
didn’t plan on running him in here, but 
he was doing so well,” Alexander said. 
“He worked so good the other day and 
I was just going to sit on him, but it 
was probably one of his better works 
because he usually isn’t that good of 
a work horse; so we decided to run 
him.”

Lime Rickey has competed in a se-
ries of tough races this year. He ran 
into I Want Revenge and West Side 
Bernie in the Grade I Wood Memorial 
at Aqueduct in April, and lost to Battle 

Of Hastings in two Grade II stakes in 
Virginia. This afternoon, the 3-year-
old colt tries to defeat stakes foes for 
the first time.

 “He was in the back and made a nice 
run in the Virginia Derby, but the turf 
was kind of soft and he struggled, but 
we wanted to take a shot at the Hall of 
Fame,” Alexander said. “He never re-
ally kicked, he was a little off his game, 
but he’ll do well in this race.”

Sal The Barber (Ramon Dominguez) 
goes for Lewis Schaffel and trainer 
Christophe Clement. The son of Al-
phabet Soup finished second in the 
Hall of Fame and has hit the board in 
all five career starts. Clement will also 
saddle Armstrong Mill (Rajiv Maragh). 
The Dynaformer colt takes a shot to-
day with just two races behind him – a 
maiden win and a third against allow-
ance company.

Bill Mott, who won the Hall of 
Fame with Courageous Cat, will send 
out Al Khali (Kent Desormeaux), who 
finished third in that race. The son 
of Medaglia d’Oro looks to bolster a 
3-for-9 record in the Saranac in his sec-
ond start for Mott.

John Morrison wheels Uncle T Sev-
en (John Velazquez) back after win-
ning the Cab Calloway Stakes for New 
York-breds on the Saratoga turf Aug. 
12. The son of Freud has finished in the 
top three in nine of 11 career starts and 
will break from the rail in the Saranac.

Rusty Arnold sends out El Crespo 
(Shaun Bridgmohan) on the heels of a 
disappointing 10th in the Hall of Fame. 
The Terri Pompay-trained Blank Check 
(Edgar Prado) makes his turf debut in 
the Saranac.

Thank you
A special day for our 
Backstretch Families 
thanks to NYTHA 
& Edgewood Farms 
Backstretch 
Sponsorship
 
The New York 
Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s  
Association and 
Edgewood Farm 
sponsored two Special 
Days for our Saratoga 
backstretch workers in 
collaboration with the 
Race Track Chaplaincy 
of New York.

On Tuesday, August 11, a 
bus filled with 55 people 
(wives and children of 
backstretch workers)  
arrived in Saratoga to  
reunite workers with 
their families for the day. 

On the same day, a bus traveled from  
Saratoga Race Track to Belmont and Aqueduct mainly 
filled with workers who are fathers, going home for the 
day to visit their loved ones.
  
Another trip on Tuesday, August 18 brought loved ones 
from Belmont to Saratoga. 

The workers are grateful for these two trips.
 
 

Saranac –
 Continued from page 22

Your Source For
The Best Of

Saratoga

SARATOGA SIGNATURE
I N T E R I O R S

Distinctive Home Furnishings 
and Interior Design

We Ship

Saratoga’s Finest Selection of 
Sportswear, memorabilia, 

collectables, jewelry & gifts 
for horse racing fans.
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Muscle Fortifier™

Complete Muscular System Support
Exclusive formula for horses with high  
performance demands. 
Muscle Fortifier™ supports:
  - Rapid Muscle Recovery
  - Normal Lactic Acid Levels
  - Proper Ionic Balance and Body Fluid Levels
  - Proper Muscle Contraction

New 

Finally, A Comprehensive Approach to Muscle Health

Vita Flex Nutrition
1302-B Lew Ross Road, Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501
For more information, product details and study results, call 1-800-848-2359 or visit our web site at vita-flex.com.
©2008 VitaFlex Nutrition      08-0112
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Tom Amoss isn’t about to change 
what’s worked so well thus far. 

The Kentucky-based trainer shipped 
Backtalk to Saratoga a week before the 
July 30 Sanford Stakes, schooled him in 
the paddock two days prior to the 6-fur-
long Grade II and then watched the son 
of Smarty Jones run his record to a per-
fect 3-for-3. Amoss and Backtalk will 
try for a juvenile bookend at the Spa 
when they start from the far outside in 
Monday’s Grade I Hopeful Stakes at 7 
furlongs.

Backtalk took the Sanford July 30 
in determined fashion for Goldmark 
Farm. He made a wide move and closed 
from sixth in deep stretch to just get up 
over today’s rival Enumerate. Amoss 
passed on the Aug. 20 Saratoga Special, 
shipped Backtalk to Churchill, worked 
him four times and will walk into the 
Hopeful on the same path as he did in 
the Sanford. 

“We’re coming in on the identical 
pattern that we did leading up to the 
Sanford so that has me excited,” Amoss 
said. “We shipped up on Monday, 
schooled him in the paddock on Satur-
day and will just gallop him up to the 
race. Now it’s just up to the horse.”

That might spell trouble for the rest 
of the field. Backtalk not only enters as 
the most accomplished member of the 
field, he rates as the most battle-tested as 
well. He won his debut with a five-wide 
move at Churchill Downs June 11, then 
returned to take the Grade III Bashford 
Manor there July 3 after stumbling at 
the start. In the Sanford, Backtalk was 
forced to make a six-wide move and 
looked beaten in midstretch only to find 
more and score by a neck. Amoss was 
disheartened when Backtalk drew the 
far outside post, but knows he’s got a 
few things in his favor as well.

“I’ve been in this game long enough 
to know that you’ve got to take what 
they give you,” Amoss said. “Obvi-
ously I’m not happy with the post but 
we know he likes this surface and at 
Saratoga there’s something to be said 
for that. He has enough speed to secure 

position early and I’m just hoping not 
to be too wide entering the turn.”

Richard Migliore replaces the trou-
bled Miguel Mena, who had ridden 
Backtalk in his three career starts. There 
might be concerns going into the Hope-
ful, but a new jockey isn’t one of them.

“I’m extremely lucky that there’s a rid-
er of his caliber available,” Amoss said. 
“I know he’s going to do his homework 
going into the race and give us the best 
possible chance. I’m not one to give too 
many instructions so I’ll just let Richard 
ride his race and we’ll go from there.”

Eddie Kenneally starts Gary and 
Mary West’s homebred Aspire (Julien 
Leparoux), who looked good winning 
his debut after a troubled trip here Aug. 
12. The son of Tale Of The Cat also 
looked green winning the 5 1/2-furlong 
sprint and Kenneally knows he’ll need a 
more focused effort in the Hopeful. He’s 
also expecting it.

“He got bumped leaving the gate and 
then he was in behind some horses and 
handled that pretty good. Then when it 
came time to make his run he was look-
ing up at the grandstand and lugging in 
on another horse but he still had enough 
talent to win in spite of all that,” Ken-
neally said. “It says a lot about a horse 
when he can be behind in his first start 
and still come around and win. It’s bet-
ter than going out front and winning 
easy and not learning anything. He got 
a lot of experience from that win which 
was good, because he needed it. He was 
a green horse that should continue to 
improve with some races under him.”

Aspire came to Kenneally in April and 
the trainer took his time. He prepped 
Aspire over Keeneland’s Polytrack and 
entered the Aug. 12 race confident, 
while at the same time respectful of his 
five rivals.

“He’s been a talented horse all along 
but here at Saratoga you never re-
ally know if they’re going to win their 
first start because you don’t know who 
they’re going to run in to,” Kenneally 
said. “We knew he was going to run a 
good race and benefit from it, but thank-
fully he was able to run greenly and still 

GET IN THE WINNER’S CIRCLE 
WITH FAST FURLONG STABLE

Partnership shares available in 2-year old colts from March 2009 OBS

Fiery Forest (Sire: Forest Danger)
Power Punch (Sire: Congaree)

EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY TO 
BE A THOROUGHBRED OWNER!

CALL PAUL BRAUS AT FAST FURLONG STABLE: 
(646) 492-2144

170 SOUTH BROADWAY
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY 12866

To the Owners, Trainers, Backstretch 
Workers, NYRA and All Our Friends -

Cheers to You for making this Saratoga 
Racing Season such a HUGE success!

Crush & Cask...Your “BEST BET” for wine and 
spirits...during track season and 

ALL YEAR LONG!

Jeff & Patty Novo, Owners
518-306-6781

www.crushandcask.com

hoPeful StakeS Preview
monday, September 7

Go with Plan a
Amoss, Backtalk 
aim for a double

BY BRiAN NAdEAu

Tod Marks
Backtalk schools in the paddock in preparation for his run in the Hopeful.

See HopeFul page 27
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get the job done. You could almost say 
he got a couple of races out of it. Look-
ing ahead to Monday, it’s a big field and 
there looks to be a lot of speed so hope-
fully that experience will come in handy 
at a trip he should like.”

Robert Baker and William Mack’s 
Dublin (Jamie Theriot) was arguably 
the most impressive maiden winner of 
the meet when he drew off by 3 1/4 
lengths Aug. 1 for D. Wayne Lukas. The 
son of Afleet Alex was fourth in Back-
talk’s maiden win but settled nicely in 
his local bow and drew off willingly in 
the stretch. Lukas knows Dublin faces 
an uphill battle coming straight from 
the maiden ranks but he’s still looking 
to add a sixth Hopeful trophy to his 
mantle.

“It’s a big step from where he was to 
a Grade I, but we think he’s a very tal-
ented colt,” Lukas said. “The first start 
was a complete throwout. He got abso-
lutely smashed coming out of the gate. 
The 7 furlongs is a plus. I don’t think 
we’ll see the real talent in him until he 
goes two turns. He’s a long-striding, fin-
ishing horse. I think he’ll look better the 
further they go but he’s ready for Mon-
day and we’re looking forward to the 
event.”

Overlap (Javier Castellano) took his 
debut here Aug. 3 for North Shore Rac-
ing and Barclay Tagg. The son of Cha-
pel Royal was dismissed at 10-1 in the 5 
1/2-furlong off the turf affair but looked 
good rallying from fourth en route to a 
1 1/2-length win.

Darley Stable’s Liston (Rajiv Maragh) 
wins the pedigree contest. The home-
bred half-brother to multiple Grade I 
winner Country Star is by Storm Cat 
out of Ashland winner Rings A Chime. 
The Kiaran McLaughlin trainee ran to 
his catalogue page when he scored in 
his debut here Aug. 15. He rates a pace 
player and more on Monday.

Steve Asmussen sends out a trio in 
the Hopeful, led by Padua Stable’s Enu-
merate (Edgar Prado), who just missed 
to Backtalk in the Sanford. The son of 
Proud Accolade broke his maiden by 5 
lengths at Churchill June 28 before en-
during a nightmare trip in the Sanford. 
Enumerate broke sixth of nine from the 
rail, steadied and then got blocked late 
only to rally through the stretch to miss 
by a neck. 

Asmussen will also start Kirk Robi-
son’s well-traveled Grand Slam Andre 
(Jesus Castanon), who has won two mi-
nor stakes at Lone Star Park and Rem-

Saturday, October 17th, 2009
Featuring the

$500,000 West Virginia Breeders Classic
$500,000 "Cavada" Breeders Classic
And Seven Breeders Classics Races

TV Coverage on Fox Sports Net & HRTV

Now a Two Million 
Dollar Night of Racing!

Post Time 7:15 p.m.  • Charles Town Races And Slots  • Charles Town, WV  • Reservations: 800-795-7001

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd. •  P.O. Box 1251  • Charles Town. WV 25414  • 304-725-0709 • www.wvbc.com

SAM HUFF – CEO  •  CAROL HOLDEN – PRESIDENT  •  THERESA BITNER – EXEC. SECRETARY

Hopeful –
 Continued from page 26

ington Park. The son of Grand Slam was 
fourth, beaten 3 1/2 lengths by Backtalk 
in the Bashford Manor.

Prince Rooney (Shaun Bridgmohan) 
completes the Asmussen triumvirate. 
The Tale Of The Cat colt is unbeaten 
and untested in two career starts and en-
ters off a 15-length romp in the Moun-
taineer Juvenile Aug. 1. He steps up, but 
should be involved early and often.

Todd Pletcher starts Dogwood Sta-
ble’s Aikenite (Calvin Borel) and Anstu 
Stable’s One Note Samba (Jose Lezca-
no), maiden winners earlier in the meet. 
The former won at first-asking Aug. 9 
by 2 1/2 lengths while the latter defeat-
ed state-breds in a 7 3/4-length romp 
Aug. 16.

Samuel Bayard’s Westover Wildcat 
broke his maiden Opening Day for 
Tony Dutrow but was unfortunate to 

draw the rail. The son of Forest Wildcat 
will need to be hustled early by Ramon 
Dominguez or risk losing position down 
the backstretch.

Flatter Than Me (Jorge Chavez), 
who was second in the Bashford Manor 
but was beaten almost 20 lengths in the 
Saratoga Special and Not Macho Any 
More (Kent Desormeaux), who Rick 
Violette indicated will run in Saturday’s 
Sapling at Monmouth Park, round out 
the field for the 105th Hopeful Stakes.

• Monday’s supporting feature is the 
Grade III Glens Falls Handicap at 1 3/8 
miles for filly/mares. The $100,000 turf 
stakes drew a wide-open, overflow field 
of 12, including Caprice, who took the 
Grade III Robert Dick at Delaware Park 
July 18. 

The Graham Motion-trained 6-year-

old could go favored but will meet stiff 
competition from Tejida, for trainer 
Michael Matz. The 6-year-old enters 
off a big fourth in the Grade I Diana 
here Aug. 1, when she finished just 2 
1/4 lengths behind champion Forever 
Together.

Forever Together’s stablemate Winter 
View also merits consideration for Jon-
athan Sheppard. The Augustin Stable 
homebred won Keeneland’s Grade III 
Bewitch and Colonial Downs’ Grade III 
All Along before running a close sixth 
in the Dick.

Astrologie, Mushka, Bubbly Jane, 
Communique and Lemonette are also 
entered and can win the Glens Falls on 
their best days. Queen Of Hearts and 
Avie’s Tale round out the field, while 
Zaskar and Shake The Moon are on the 
also-eligible list. 

Antiques

GLENWOOD MANOR ANTIQUES

3 Floors
30 Dealers • 29th Year

Voted the best antique center in the North Country!
Corner of Quaker Rd (RT 254) & Glenwood Ave.

1 Mi. EAST OF EXIT 19
Open Daily Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-6

518-798-4747
glenwoodmanorantiques.com

Dark Tuesday Specials!
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Jenny Mirling/Charlie Goodridge
376 Broadway • Saratoga Springs

518-691-0254

376 Broadway • Saratoga Springs

Jenny Mirling
518-691-0254

Jenny Mirling
Associate Broker

376 Broadway
Saratoga Springs, NY 
 jmirling@prudentialmanor.com 
Jenny is a 30-year resident of 
Saratoga Springs. 

She has been consistently in the 
top 1% nationally in the Prudential 
network and does so by specializing 
in the marketing and sales of historic 
and unique properties. 

She is deeply committed to the 
community and proud to share its 
joys with newcomers. 
Her affi liations include: Saratoga 
Springs Open Space Project, 
Saratoga Springs Historical Society, 
Chamber of Commerce, L’Ensemble 
(Chamber Music), Children’s 
Museum, the Humor Project, the 
Saratoga Springs Preservation 
Foundation and Hospice. 

Jenny is a Broker Associate and 
a Fine Homes Specialist. Jenny 
assists her clients to ensure prompt 
personalized real estate service in 
the greater Saratoga Springs area.

A Very Special Place!

28 Hill Road, Stillwater NY 
Spectacular Lake Sunsets.  

Country Club feel to the back yard.

A most special home with opulent 
interior spaces both formal 

and informal. 

Beautiful 20x40 pool!

Nature galore.  
4 Bedroom, 2 ½ baths 

$679,000
Open House, Sunday 8/12 • 11am-1pm

LAND!
$ 199,000 SPECTACULAR!

Minutes to Broadway, hilltop 3.4 acres with 
breathtaking stunning views. 5 maddy Groves 

$ 179,000
15.4 acres just 6 miles east of Broadway; pri-
vate, treed site with view of  Fish Creek valley. 
Co. Road 68

$ 92,800
4.2 commercial site on Route 9 just south of 
Exit 16, 470’ frontage.

$ 228,000
6.6 acres with 1,038’ frontage on Kaydeross Av-
enue West, old post and beam barn included.

20 MINUTES FROM SARATOGA - $350,000.00
Well-maintained 19 year old 3 bedroom con-
temporary home with an indoor pool.  Excel-
lent condition, bright, cedar siding. 2 acres

34 CIRCULAR STREET - $1,250,000.00
This landmark Saratoga property overlooks 
Congress Park and invites you to experience 
a spacious and grand Italianate villa from the 
Victorian era.  Currently a 2-unit and easily 
convertible to a one.

128 FIFTH AVENUE - $695,000.00 
Overlooks the picturesque Oklahoma Track. 
4 separate bedroom suites plus large open 
spaces for entertaining. 2 fi replaces, pool, over 
3,100 square feet.

153 GRAND AVENUE - $850,000.00
Just-built intown 3-family.  Each unit is 2-level, 
large, elegant and expandable. Live in one and 
collect rent, purchase with 2 friends as your 
“summer place to be.”

WASHINGTON COUNTY  - $299,000.00
An amazing hilltop home on 46+ acres for 
an incredibly low price – owner must go – 3 
master suites, hardwood fl oors, very well built 
2,500’ on one level with room to expand on 
second level.

NEAR SACANDAGA LAKE - $370,000.00 
Pristine “gentleman’s farm” with 57 acres, ¼ 
mile road frontage, barns and a fully restored 
160 year old farmhouse.  20 minute drive.

LAND!
$ 199,000 SPECTACULAR!

Minutes to Broadway, hilltop 3.4 acres with breathtak-
ing stunning views. 5 maddy Groves 

$ 179,000
15.4 acres just 6 miles east of Broadway; private, treed 
site with view of  Fish Creek valley. Co. Road 68

$ 92,800
4.2 commercial site on Route 9 just south of Exit 16, 
470’ frontage.

$ 228,000
6.6 acres with 1,038’ frontage on Kaydeross Avenue 
West, old post and beam barn included.

Sallee Horse Vans
1-800-967-VANS  (772) 260-2586

monday, September 7. Post Time 1 p.m. Entries with program number, 
post position, jockey, trainer, and morning-line odds.

1ST (1:00) 1 mILE (INNER TURf) f&m 3&UP CLAImING ($25,000) 
PURSE: $34,000
1  4 Point Me to It ............Morales S ............. Contessa Gary C ......4-1
1A 9 Debbie’s Fast Girl ......Chavez J F ............ Contessa Gary C ......4-1
1X MTO Dressmaker ...............Luzzi M J .............. Contessa Gary C ......4-1
2  10 My Nina Rose ............Studart M ............. Sciacca Gary .........30-1
2B AE John’s Jean ...............Bridgmohan S X ... Sciacca Gary .........30-1
3  1 Delta Weekend ..........Maragh R ............. Alexander Frank .....15-1
4  2 De Star Xpress ..........Desormeaux K J ... McPeek Ken ............5-2
5  3 Blue Hill Bay ..............Lezcano J ............. Everett Scott ..........10-1
6  5 Princess Westly .........Luzzi M J .............. Romans Dale .........15-1
7  6 Cat Hop .....................Castanon J L ........ Scherer Merrill R .....8-1
8  7 Go Go Pink ................Dominguez R A .... Pletcher Todd A .......7-2
9  8 Hurricane Annie .........Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda ...............9-2
A-Coupled: Point Me to It and Debbie’s Fast Girl and Dressmaker
B-Coupled: My Nina Rose and John’s Jean
Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (1-3), Daily Double 

2ND (1:32) 1 1/16 mILES (TURf) fILLIES 2YO mAIDEN PURSE: $51,000
1  8 Caminadora ...............Prado E S ............. Pletcher Todd A .......5-1
1A 10 Dad’s Crazy ...............Dominguez R A .... Pletcher Todd A .......5-1
2  1 Hatheer ......................Garcia Alan ........... McLaughlin Kiaran ..5-2
3  2 Mettled ......................Bridgmohan S X ... Hennig Mark ..........15-1
4  3 It’smyburtday ............Nakatani C S ......... Harty Eoin .............15-1
5  4 Coquina Day ..............Lezcano J ............. Donk David ............15-1
6  5 Fugitive Angel ............Leparoux J R ........ Motion H Graham ..10-1
7  6 Pearly Blue ................Desormeaux K J ... Mott William I ..........6-1
8  7 La Cloche ..................Castellano J J ....... Toner James J .........8-1
9  9 The West Rim ............Maragh R ............. Clement Christophe ....3-1
10  AE Kittylicious ................Castellano J J ....... Sciacca Gary .........15-1
11  AE Sin Bin.......................Samyn J L ............ Kielty Joyce ...........30-1
A-Coupled: Caminadora and Dad’s Crazy
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (2-4), Pick 4 Races (2-5) Daily Double 

3RD (2:04) 7 fURLONGS f&m 3&UP STARTER ALLOW PURSE: $51,000
1  1 Credit Limit ...............Desormeaux K J ... Violette, Jr. R A........3-1
2  2 Spina .........................Dominguez R A .... Friedman Mitchell ....7-2
3  3 City Spirit ..................Castellano J J ....... Galluscio Dominic ...8-1
4  4 Sophisticated Lass ....Prado E S ............. Dutrow, Jr. R E ........6-1
5  5 Uno Peso ...................Leparoux J R ........ Kenneally Eddie .......5-2
6  6 Day Trippi ..................Bridgmohan S X ... Scherer Merrill R .....5-1
7  7 Sorority Sister ...........Castanon J L ........ Ritvo Timothy ........15-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (3-5), Daily Double 

4TH (2:36) 7 fURLONGS f&m 3&UP STARTER HCP PURSE: $50,000
1  1 Are We Dreamin ........Maragh R ............. Persaud Randi .......10-1
2  2 Quiet Mover ...............Morales S ............. Barker Edward R ...12-1
3  3 Kissa Melissa ............Lezcano J ............. Friedman Mitchell ....5-2
4  4 Boss Tiffany ..............Dominguez R A .... Galluscio Dominic ...5-1
5  5 Fort Carillon ...............Samyn J L ............ Ortiz Paulino O ......15-1
6  6 Super Slash ...............Garcia Alan ........... Klesaris Steve ..........7-2
7  7 D’wild Ride ................Castellano J J ....... Orseno Joseph ........2-1
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (4-6), Daily Double 

5TH (3:08) 5 fURLONGS 2YO mAIDEN PURSE: $50,000
1  1 Sparkle of Light .........Leparoux J R ........ Ward Wesley A ........5-1
1A 2 Pleasant Prince .........Leparoux J R ........ Ward Wesley A ........5-1
2  3 Punta Nizuc ...............Theriot H J II ........ Cesare William ......20-1
3  4 Economic Swoon ......Garcia Alan ........... Violette, Jr. R A........5-2
4  5 Sabatino ....................Samyn J L ............ Hertler John O .......20-1
5  6 Make It Special ..........Maragh R ............. Zito Nicholas P ........6-1
6  7 Henry’s Time .............Bridgmohan S X ... Lukas D Wayne .....15-1
7  8 Pow Wow ..................Espinoza J L ......... Jerkens James A .....8-1
8  9 Good to Be Seen .......Dominguez R A .... Pletcher Todd A .......8-5
A-Coupled: Sparkle of Light and Pleasant Prince
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (5-7), Daily Double 

6TH (3:41) 1 1/16 mILES (TURf) 2YO mAIDEN PURSE: $51,000
1  1 Trippo ........................Leparoux J R ........ Alexander Frank A ...7-2
2  2 Billions Boy ...............Maragh R ............. Kimmel John C ........9-2
3  3 Mint Maker ................Luzzi M J .............. Contessa Gary C ....20-1
4  4 Psychic Income .........Borel C H .............. McPeek Ken ..........15-1
5  5 Crystal Moment .........Desormeaux K J ... Mott William I ..........5-1
6  6 Chairman Now ...........Garcia Alan ........... Violette, Jr. R A........4-1
7  7 Eskendereya ..............Prado E S ............. Pletcher Todd A .......6-1
8  8 Tee Em Arr.................Lezcano J ............. Jolley Leroy ...........20-1
9  9 Grand Piano Man ......Castellano J J ....... Weaver George ........8-1
10  10 Power Blast ...............Dominguez R A .... Rice Linda .............10-1
11  AE Right to Burn .............Bridgmohan S X ... Secor Jake .............12-1
12  AE Unique Tune ..............Castanon J L ........ Ritvo Timothy ........20-1
13  AE Tiger Willie ................Borel C H .............. Miceli Michael .......20-1
14  AE Northern Giant ...........Maragh R ............. Lukas D Wayne .....20-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (6-8), Pick 6 Races (6-11) 
Daily Double 

7TH (4:14) 1 1/16 mILES (INNER TURf) f&m 3&UP mAIDEN NY BRED 
PURSE: $45,000
1  1 Winning Punch ..........Garcia Alan ........... Violette, Jr. R A........3-1
2  2 Patronus Charm ........Castellano J J ....... Payne Curtis ............6-1
3  3 Being Queen ..............Morales S ............. Shevy Michael J ....30-1
4  4 Pretty Victory ............Espinoza J L ......... Rossi Bobbi ...........20-1
5  5 Viva La Gata ..............Chavez J F ............ Hushion Michael E ..8-1
6  6 Refinery Fire ..............Maragh R ............. Schettino Dominick ..8-1
7  7 Lateday Edition ..........Prado E S ............. Weaver George ........5-2
8  8 Justify .......................Dominguez R A .... Campanella S ..........5-1
9  9 Bird in Hand ..............Medina J .............. LeBlanc Kirsten .....30-1
10  10 Driven by Royalty ......Lezcano J ............. Levine Bruce N ......10-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (7-9), Grand Slam Races (7-10) 
Daily Double 

8TH (4:48) 5 1/2 fURLONGS (TURf) f&m 3&UP ALLOWANCE NY BRED 
PURSE: $48,000
1  4 Shot Gun Gal .............Castanon J L ........ Rice Linda ...............9-2
1A AE Pals First Lady ...........Dominguez R A .... Rice Linda ...............9-2
2  1 Le Chesnay ................Bridgmohan S X ... Baker Charlton .......15-1
3  2 Kitty Nip ....................Migliore R ............ Imperio Joseph .....15-1
4  3 Meese Rocks .............Chavez J F ............ Barker Edward R .....5-1
5  5 Two Moons................Dominguez R A .... Hennig Mark ............8-1
6  6 Rapid Beat .................Castellano J J ....... Galluscio Dominic .15-1
7  7 Corey’s Coming .........Desormeaux K J ... Mott William I ..........4-1
8  8 Hold the Cruiser ........Garcia Alan ........... Duggan David P ......7-2
9  9 Leader of the Lite ......Espinoza J L ......... Streicher Kenneth ..30-1
10  10 Z Cats Meow .............Luzzi M J .............. Morrison John .......15-1
11  11 Red Hot Baby ............Maragh R ............. Terranova John......12-1
12  12 Cugatcha ...................Studart M ............. Jablow Michael .....30-1
13  AE Miss Dolan’s Rose .....Lezcano J ............. Disanto Glenn B ....10-1
14  AE Fiona Freud ...............Leparoux J R ........ Ritvo Timothy ........10-1
15  AE Carmen Camacho ......Lezcano J ............. Englehart Chris ......15-1
A-Coupled: Shot Gun Gal and Pals First Lady
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (8-10), Pick 4 Races (8-11) 
Daily Double 

9TH (5:22) GLENS fALLS H. (G3) 1 3/8 mILES (INNER TURf) f&m 3&UP 
PURSE: $100,000
1  2 Astrologie (FR) ..........Dominguez R A .... Clement Christophe ....9-2
1A AE Shake the Moon (ger) Bridgmohan S X ... Clement Christophe ....9-2
2  1 Queen of Hearts ........Espinoza J L ......... Jerkens James A ...20-1
3  3 Mushka .....................Desormeaux K J ... Mott William I ..........7-2
4  4 Bubbly Jane (BRZ) ....Maragh R ............. Lobo Paulo H ........10-1
5  5 Caprice (GER) ...........Prado E S ............. Motion H Graham ....4-1
6  6 Winter View ...............Leparoux J R ........ Sheppard Jonathan ...5-1
7  7 Tejida .........................Nakatani C S ......... Matz Michael R ........6-1
8  8 Avie’s Tale ..................Lezcano J ............. Clement Christophe ..12-1
9  9 Communique .............Migliore R ............ Arnold George R ....15-1
10  10 Lemonette .................Borel C H .............. Reed Eric R ...........15-1
11  AE Zaskar (GB) ...............Castellano J J ....... Terranova John......20-1
A-Coupled: Astrologie (FR) and Shake the Moon (GER)
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (9-11), Daily Double 

10TH (5:56) THREE CHImNEYS HOPEfUL S. (G1) 7 fURLONGS  2YO 
PURSE: $300,000
1  1 Westover Wildcat ......Dominguez R A .... Dutrow Anthony W 12-1
2  2 One Note Samba .......Lezcano J ............. Pletcher Todd A .....15-1
3  3 Aspire ........................Leparoux J R ........ Kenneally Eddie .....10-1
4  4 Grand Slam Andre .....Castanon J L ........ Asmussen Steve ....12-1
5  5 Aikenite .....................Borel C H .............. Pletcher Todd A .....20-1
6  6 Overlap ......................Castellano J J ....... Tagg Barclay ..........15-1
7  7 Not Macho Any More Desormeaux K J ... Violette, Jr. R A........6-1
8  8 Enumerate .................Prado E S ............. Asmussen Steve ......6-1
9  9 Liston ........................Maragh R ............. McLaughlin Kiaran 15-1
10  10 Prince Rooney ...........Bridgmohan S X ... Asmussen Steve ......9-2
11  11 Flatter Than Me .........Chavez J F ............ Scherer Merrill R ...30-1
12  12 Dublin ........................Theriot H J II ........ Lukas D Wayne .......8-1
13  13 Backtalk .....................Migliore R ............ Amoss Thomas .......5-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Daily Double 

11TH (6:30) 5 1/2 fURLONGS (TURf) 3&UP mDN NY BRED PURSE: $44,000
1  4 Conseated Lady .........Leparoux J R ........ Rice Linda ...............8-1
1A 8 Ten Carrot Nikki .........Castanon J L ........ Rice Linda ...............8-1
2  1 The Other Buddy .......Chavez J F ............ Galluscio Dominic .15-1
3  2 Johannesbull .............Garcia Alan ........... Toner James J .........3-1
4  3 Raging Meese ...........Lezcano J ............. Barker Edward R ...30-1
5  5 Todo K .......................Dominguez R A .... Ritvo Timothy ..........7-2
6  6 Roma Di Notte ...........Samyn J L ............ Sciacca Gary .........20-1
7  7 Senegal .....................Maragh R ............. Bond H James .........6-1
8  9 Mr. Devil May Care ....Espinoza J L ......... Carroll Del W II ......30-1
9  10 Western Connection ..Luzzi M J .............. Morrison John .........5-1
10  11 Jelly Roll Kid .............Medina J .............. Ferraro James W ...30-1
11  12 Cash’n in Dixie ..........Castellano J J ....... Benzel Seth .............6-1
12  13 Kid Doc .....................Theriot H J II ........ O’Brien Colum .......30-1
A-Coupled: Conseated Lady and Ten Carrot Nikki
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10) Wagers

  Monday’s Saratoga entrieS
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www.JacobsonRacingDrawingAwayStable.com

NO EXPENSES EVER
One of N.Y.’s Top 10 Trainers DAVID JACOBSON
With a Win Percentage of 17% and 50% in the money 
and over $500,000 in purses year-to-date in 2009.
• Jacobson Racing/Drawing Away Stable is based at Belmont                  
   Park and ships to all of the major tracks in the Northeast.

• Partners receive quarterly reports and have the option to       
   reinvest in another horse or receive a check. And, since there
   are no monthly expenses, cash calls or fees of any kind, your
   return on investment can only go up.

• Partners are welcomed to the Paddock and Owner’s Box, as
   well as the Winner’s Circle! Jacobson Racing/Drawing Away  
   Stable will provide Winner’s Circle photo to all partners.

www.jacobsonracingdrawingawaystable.com
CALL ED BODEN: 516.726.6228

EVER DREAM
OF OWNING A
RACEHORSE?
NOW YOU CAN!

Call Ed Boden: 516-726-6228

NO EXPENSES EVER
One of N.Y.’s Top 10 Trainers DAVID JACOBSON
With a Win Percentage of 17% and 50% in the money 
and over $500,000 in purses year-to-date in 2009.
• Jacobson Racing/Drawing Away Stable is based at Belmont                  
   Park and ships to all of the major tracks in the Northeast.

• Partners receive quarterly reports and have the option to       
   reinvest in another horse or receive a check. And, since there
   are no monthly expenses, cash calls or fees of any kind, your
   return on investment can only go up.

• Partners are welcomed to the Paddock and Owner’s Box, as
   well as the Winner’s Circle! Jacobson Racing/Drawing Away  
   Stable will provide Winner’s Circle photo to all partners.

www.jacobsonracingdrawingawaystable.com
CALL ED BODEN: 516.726.6228

EVER DREAM
OF OWNING A
RACEHORSE?
NOW YOU CAN!

email: jacobsondrawingaway@gmail.com

Welcome to Jacobson Racing/Drawing Away Stable 
Where Owning a Racehorse is an Affordable Luxury

 Isn’t It Time You Got Into the Game?

• Our partnership with trainer David Jacobson is the key to our 
   ability to offer affordable horse ownership to our owners.

• No Monthly Expenses, No Cash Calls, and No Fees. 

• Investing is easy. A single payment for your share plus 15%  
   of the share.

• Shares in our 2009 Saratoga Stable are still available and we 
   are actively seeking new partners to claim horses for the  
   upcoming Belmont and Aqueduct meets.

• Your risk is limited to your buy-in amount.

Our partnership is custom-made  for the small investor.  With our owner 
friendly business model, you can enjoy all of the fun and excitement 
of horse ownership without the stress of unexpected expenses.

• Option to  buy shares in one horse or a group of horses.

Donna Freyer
PO Box 2254, Camden, SC 29020
8
803-243-4848 Mobile

www.customcareequine.com

Camden, South Carolina has been home 
to Thoroughbred excellence for generations.

The tradition continues.

TRADITION

Editor’s Note: Ryan and Jack Clancy 
take over their father’s space today.

Dear Saratoga,
We came back. Can you believe it? 

We didn’t even need a horse van as our 
grandfather Joe Clancy drove us in his 
truck. 

Boy did we miss Saratoga. Down in 
Maryland, it was all school all the time. 
You can’t seem to get anyone to talk 
about horse racing – other than up the 
street at Prizzio’s Market in Fair Hill.

We’re here to see Rachel Alexandra, 
help Dad and Sean with the papers, see 
all of our friends again and usher out 
the year in style hopefully. Of course, 
it’s not all perfect – we’ve got to leave 
town Monday (so no races on Clos-
ing Day) to get back to school Tuesday 
but that’s the breaks. And we left No-
lan home. Maybe next year he comes 
for the month. Before we go, we’ve got 
some people to thank:

Sharon and Mike Balfe, surrogate 
grandparents at the track. You always 
had a refreshment, a hot tip, a seat, 
an encouraging word, an answer to a 
question, a home base. Saratoga really 
should name that corner after you.

Cindy and Don Nichols and The 
Saratoga Sleigh, surrogate grandparents 
outside the track. Thanks for the break-
fast, the funny stories, the snug feeling of 
a home (rather than a summer rental).

Anita, Graham, Jane, Chappy and 
everyone at the Motion barn (especially 
“El Rey”). The victory celebrations were 
fun (and you made the leaderboard), 
the banter even better. We will see you 
at home soon.

Chip Woolley. Sorry Mine That 
Bird didn’t get to run in the Travers, 
but thanks for the daily conversations 
about racing, horses, life. Have a great 
trip back and go get them in California. 
If you ever get to Maryland again, look 
us up. Hopefully, you and your horse 
will be back next year.

Mom. You let us come to Saratoga 
with dad and didn’t get too upset with 
our lack of supevision. Life gets back to 
normal tomorrow.

The NYRA ushers, especially Joe 
and Billy. We know The Special and its 
delivery system can add some work to 
your day so thanks for putting up with 
us. Also, thanks for the directions, the 
seats, the knowledge, the information – 
and for saving Ryan’s sport coat.

Kip Elser. Thanks for the chance to 
drive a Lexus – backward.

Tom Voss. Ditto – only it was a Jaguar 
and you didn’t know about it. Actually, 
thanks for including us in the cocktail 
party, and introducing Ryan to sushi, 
after You The Man won the Kiser. 

Janine Cope. The hospitality and the 
daily program was greatly appreciated. 
And the occasional visit to the Trustees 
Room was always better than cereal at 
home.

West Point Thoroughbreds. Nobody 
cheers their horses the way you do. Thanks 
for including us. We felt like partners.

Chico. Ryan never had a real shoe-
shine before. He felt like a bigshot, and 
his shoes never looked better.

Seth Gregory. We never made it to the 
harness track with you (our grandfather 
took us). Save a couch and a blanket – 
and a snow shovel – for us this winter.

Sacandaga Outdoor Center. We had 
a great run down the river in the raft – 
though the water fight could have lasted 
longer. There is no better way to beat 
the heat.

Sovereign Stable. Rich made us feel 
like part of the team. 

Eddie Brown. It pays to know some-
body and there’s nobody better to know 
than Eddie. The assistant clerk of scales 
took care of the Clancy boys – thanks 
for everything.

Stowe and Caroline Burke. We ap-
preciated your company the whole time. 
Thanks for the stories and the oppurtu-
nity to see a little bit of what a veteri-
narian actually does. 

The Grants and the Kellys. Now 
that’s a party. A few years ago, our par-
ents went to the lobster party without 
us. Never again. The pool, the food, 
the hospitality are second to none. Can 
Evening Attire come next year?

Ryan And Jack the horse. He gave 
it three tries at the meet and showed a 
glimmer or two – maybe Belmont will 
be his thing. Though we had nothing to 
do with naming him, Nolan summed it 
up best by saying “he’s got long legs like 
Ryan and a big head like Jack.”

Brandon and Brian Badgett. Thanks 
for going to the OAR concert with us and 
for hanging out at the track and teach-
ing us the Gino song. Next time you’re 
watching TVG, we’ve got the 2 horse. 

Doc Richardson. The daily conversa-
tion, and the logic.

Dan Pride. Thanks for giving us a 
all-access pass to Fasig-Tipton (we hope 
you’re reading this in Kentucky) and for 
the hats. Someday, we’ll be buyers. 

Rachel Alexandra. For the thrill, and 
the We Were There moment. Thanks.

The list could go on for pages, but 
Dad says we’ve got to wrap this thing 
up. We’ll always remember Saratoga 
2009 for Shiner the bartender, Indian 
Charlie, Lizzy Beer, Oliver the puppy, 
Ralph Theroux and the placing judges, 
the Donk shedrow for the daily refresh-
ments, Tranquilo Vitamin Water (only 
available at the Morning Line), mid-
night runs, straight 10-cent Superfec-
tas, cashing tickets at the harness track, 
Rodney’s 5K, laser tag, the sirens on the 
road in front of our house, a great sum-
mer and all the great people.

See you next year.

thank you
Saratoga

  the outSide rail

By Joe 
clancy
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Vineyard Haven (Gr. l)
Zensational (Gr. l)

Go Go Shoot
Bustin Stones (Gr. l)
Macho Again (Gr. l)
Icabad Crane (Gr. l)

Awesome Gem (Gr. l placed)
Buddy’s Humor (Gr. III)

Dashing Debby
Little Nick

Forty Thieves
Sky Mystic

Ten Most Wanted (Gr. l)
Stately Character (Gr. I)
Hopeful Image (Gr. II)

Toccet (Gr. l)
Soto (Gr. ll)

Coach Jimi Lee (Gr. II)
Bella Bellucci (Gr. l)
Fagedaboudit Sal
Galloping Grocer
Mazhilla (Gr. lll)

Acey Deucey (Gr. l)
Moon Catcher (Gr. l)

CRUPI’S NEW CASTLE FARM
4625 N.W. 110th Avenue

Ocala, FL 34482-1833
Phone: (352) 840-5400

Cell: (352) 427-1600
Fax: (352) 840-0661

Contact Jim Crupi
1 (866) 313-5400

www.newcastlefarm.com

Been here before. Blank page. The 
last page for the next 10 1/2 months. So 
much pressure on 800 words, hard to get 
started. 

Saratoga 2009 is over. I feel a year 
older. The great passage of time. 

Birthdays don’t mean anything. 
Christmas is a one-off. Then Saratoga 
winds to a close and a year of your life 
has suddenly come and gone. Wistful 
and a little depressing, surreal and hard 
to process. Time to pack the clothes you 
never wore (remind me to leave my tux-
edo, my pink dress shirt and the extra T-
shirts at home next summer), do a once-
over of the rental to see if you can expect 
your security deposit returned, stop at 
Uncommon Grounds for an iced coffee 
and a scone and hit the Northway. Fill 
up the tank, check the phone and take 
a good long look in the rearview mirror, 
it’s all behind us now. 

The circus has left town.
Saratogians, we return your town. 

Thanks for letting us borrow it. Anoth-
er six weeks of madness, pressure and 
achievement. Another six weeks to cel-
ebrate the horse. On one hand, it’s flown 
past. On the other, it seems like a long, 
long time ago when Hot Dixie Chick 
dominated the Schuylerville.

My grandmother used to say, “When 
I was a child, the days seemed so short 
and the years seemed so long. As I’ve 
gotten older, the days seem so long and 
the years seem so short.”

At Saratoga, the days seem so long 
and the meet seems so short. Or is it the 
other way around?

I used to get on the Northway after 
six weeks of being a jump jockey and the 
depression would envelop me; no money, 
no job, no future. I had hit the ground a 
couple of times, hit the bar way too many 
times and hit the ATM machine far too 
often. I had nothing to show for it. 

Now, I’m more tired. But, way more 
satisfied. The Saratoga Special, nine 
years complete. Imagine, next year we’ll 
celebrate (look out, town) our 10th an-
niversary. I knew we’d make it, but I 
will admit when we produced eight-page 
newspapers the first year it wasn’t look-
ing too positive.  

We’re proud of our product and we’re 
glad you’ve accepted us as part of the 
Saratoga scene. Life isn’t that complicat-
ed – you want to be remembered, instead 
of recalled. 

As I walked into the races Saturday, 
I passed a group of fans in the corner of 
the picnic area, a man read The Special 
with Rachel Alexandra rearing on the 
cover. His friend asked to see the paper 
and he hesitated.

“It’s the only one I’ve got,” he said. 
I wanted to tell him, “I’ve got 50 in 

my car, just around the bend near the 

Reading Room. And if you want yester-
day’s, it’s there too, and the day before . . 
. and the Point Given Travers Issue from 
2001.”

My brother Joe is the glue to this op-
eration, and probably the only one that’s 
a journalist first, racing fan second (he’s 
a rabid racing fan, that’s how serious he 
takes the journalism). The rest of us have 
tried to find a way to make a living doing 
something we love. We’re probably fans 
first and journalists second, but they’ve 
gotten closer and closer as the years have 
passed. I don’t ask where Rachel Alex-
anda’s going next, because I don’t care, 
I just watched excellence and I think 
I’ll bathe in it for a day or two. When I 
show the cup of dirt I scooped up from 
the finish line after the Woodward, The 
Special’s Ben Meyers shows me his press 
pass with a handful of dirt at the bottom 
of the plastic slip. 

I like the stories. Standing around the 
Morning Line; talking old school, talk-
ing shop, talking smack, talking about 
old friends and talking about new hopes. 
Knowing you have so much to do and 
there’s nowhere you’d rather be. 

The individual performances – collec-
tively – this year were better than any year 
I’ve seen. Backtalk rallying to win the 
Sanford. Forever Together defending her 
crown in the Diana. Fabulous Strike lay-
ing it down again. Justenuffhumor doing 
his Rachel impersonation by winning two 
stakes. Careless Jewel tossing Robert Lan-
dry – twice – then making up for it with 
an effortless Alabama. Summer Bird fly-
ing free in the Travers. Pyro, Music Note, 
Flashing, Better Talk Now, Bullsbay, Icon 
Project . . . the stars of the show.  

When the Woodward field took a 
full turn of the paddock; it felt like the 
old days. The crowd noticed it and ap-
preciated it. Tell the grandkids we lived 
in the Rachel Alexandra era. You were 
there when the filly beat older horses at 
Saratoga, when the grandstand rocked. 
Someday, they’ll change the name from 
Graveyard of Favorites. 

Now, it’s time to shut the book. I’ve 
gone through three bottles of Tums, 
a pair of loafers, ovens of pizzas and 
as much brain wracking as I can do to 
come up with new words to describe an 
old place. 

Like I tell Jane Motion every morn-
ing, “These are the good old days.”

  CuP oF CoFFee

By 
Sean clancy

a Really 
Good Day

BARBARO: BEYOND BROKENNESS 
Finishing Line Press, PO Box 1626, 
Georgetown, KY 40324. 

www.finishinglinepress.com
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Next stop, Belmont Park in the fall...Gulstream Park in the winter and before you know it...Saratoga 2010

If you are interested in owning a share in a Thoroughbred, come out and feel the sport for yourself.  
Join us for a morning you will never forget. 

but who’s counting323 Days...



Racing Support Payments: 2010 – 2023

$1,514,244,223 *
*Projections are based on 4,500 VLTs and will be greater should the State approve additional VLTs for Aqueduct
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THIS IS CLEARLY A 
ONE-HORSE RACE
Aqueduct Entertainment Group’s (AEG) proposal is good for New York 
breeders, good for horsemen, good for owners and good for racing. 
Just look at the projections for Racing Support Payments submitted to 
the State by AEG.

AEG is projecting that NY Racing will receive $67 Million in 2010 and 
within a few years these payments will exceed $100 million per annum. 
By then, on an annual basis, NY Thoroughbred Breeders will receiving 
nearly $10 million and Racing Purses will be receiving nearly $50 
million in Racing Support Payments.

In fact, Total Racing Support Payments between 2010 and 2023 are 
projected to be over $1.5 billion. 

AEG has the ability to get VLTs up and operating at Aqueduct faster 
than any other bidder. That’s why we’re the horse to bet on.

www.aqueductentertainment.com
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