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By the Numbers
1: Green stuffed animal sitting on a bench outside Bill Mott’s barn Wednes-
day morning.

36.60: Seconds it took Mint Lane to blow out 3 furlongs Wednesday 
morning, in preparation for today’s fourth.

1: Dollar earned by The Special’s Sean Clancy from clocker Brian Walls, 
when taking the “under” in Hot Dixie Chick’s half-mile breeze, clocked in 
50.94 Wednesday morning.

29: Copies of Monday’s New York Post in a Special paper rack in the club-
house Wednesday morning. There has been a claim of foul.

1: Half cup of beer in another Special paper rack in the clubhouse Wednes-
day morning. And a stewards’ inquiry.

1: Coors Light accepted by an exerciser rider – on horseback – from fans 
in the backyard Sunday morning.

31: Jockeys to win at least one race at the meet.

100: Trainers to win at least one race at the meet.

209,378.62: Dollars in the Pick 6 carryover pool for today. Start study-
ing people.

Weather
Today: Mainly sunny. High 81. Winds light and variable.

Tonight: Clear early, clouds later. Low near 55. Winds light and variable.
friday: Partly cloudy. High in the low 80s and low in the upper 50s.

Saturday: Partly cloudy. High in the upper 70s and low in the mid 50s.
Sunday: Mostly sunny. High in the mid 70s and low in the mid 50s.

monday: Partly cloudy. High in the mid 70s and low in the upper 50s.
Tuesday: Depends where you are.

Name of the Day
Write When Ready, third race. The 2-year-old filly, a Robert and Beverly 
Lewis homebred, is by More Than Ready out of Epistle. The Special writes 
ready or not.

PROTECT YOUR EQUINE INVESTMENTS

HAMMERTOWN INSURANCE AGENCY
Contact: Anya Sheckley  PO Box 90, Pine Plains, NY 12567
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The Saratoga Special
Steeplechase Times

Thoroughbred Racing Calendar
The Best of The Saratoga Special

Saratoga Days and other acclaimed 
products and services 

within the equine industry.
Call us about your editorial needs.

“Editorial excellence is not a goal to be 
sought and one day acquired and then 
retired to the trophy case. It is instead 
an ambition which must be pursued 
each day, never ending, never totally 

achieved. That striving, that ambition is 
an essential part of our newspapers, a 

cornerstone of what we have been, 
what we are, and what we will be.”

– Lee Hills, Pulitzer Prize winner, 
Knight Ridder chief executive, in 1974

Here & There at Saratoga

Quote of the Morning

1-800-523-8143
HoRsE TRanspoRTaTion

“Even Monday. And back to even again. Dead even.”

Trainer Linda Rice, on the back-and-forth 
duel with Todd Pletcher for 

the Saratoga trainer championship

Tod Marks
1, 1A, 1C, 1X. four ducks – coupled for wagering purposes – cross the infield during the races Wednesday.
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Here & There at Saratoga
Worth Repeating

“What, did he have a growth spurt?”
Trainer Tom Voss, when seeing miles Clancy for the first time in six months

“I’m the Federico Tesio of New York.”
Successful state-bred breeder who wishes to remain anonymous (chicken)

West Point Thoroughbreds’ Josh Cooper, trying to name a horse: “How about Bellhouse?”
Co-worker Tom Bellhouse: “If I’m going to have a horse named after me, I want it to be by 
Dynaformer or something.”
Cooper: “You think we’d name a Dynafomer after you?”

“He’s got your frown.”
Paul Donk to Sean Clancy when asked if miles Clancy looked like him

“Trump Towers. Penthouse Suite.”
Trainer mitch friedman giving The Special his change of address

“That’s your good deed for the day.”
Exercise rider to The Special’s Joe Clancy, after Clancy 

helped another rider pull a loose shoe from a horse Wednesday morning

“I have to go to the store and buy more M&Ms.”
mike Balfe, via text message to The Special’s Jack Clancy

 (who is working on a two-day finale at the Spa this weekend)

“They just put up the inquiry light.”
Special photographer Dave Harmon,

after he cut off jockey Rajiv maragh in the winner’s circle

“He bounced off, hit the ground, lay there for a few seconds to make sure he wasn’t hurt, 
then got up and jumped about 10 more fences.”

Sam Clancy, on Nolan Clancy’s riding lesson aboard Gracie
 (who can outjump her rider sometimes), Wednesday afternoon

Connie Bush
Draining Away. The 2009 season is quickly coming to an end.
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Today’s Racing Digest 
Providing Unique Handicapping Information to Thousands of Horseplayers every race day since 1970. 

Now  Available 
for Saratoga 

  Today’s Free Race Analysis 

"I basically do three things, the first of which combines reading 
with statistical handicapping.  I use the Racing Digest, which is 
my computer on paper, the Daily Racing Form, and a couple of 
independent clockers who are pretty good." Professional 
Handicapper James E. Allard AKA "Jimmy The Hat" - from 
an interview published in the March/April 2009 edition of Horse Player Magazine 

 Download the full Saratoga Digest at www.todaysracingdigest.com for only $5.00  
use promo code SART2009 to receive 50% off your next 2 Digest purchases 

Today’s Free Fractional Charting by Today’s Racing Digest 
(Projected times at each point of call for today’s race) 

Make Better Handicapping Decisions Quicker and 
With More Confidence 

Expert Race Analysis 
Paddock Profiles 
Class and Pace Analysis 
Claim Analysis 
Speed and Pace figures 

Performance Ratings for 
each horse 
Class and Pace Analysis 
Fractional Charting 
Quick Picks 

Different than Other Handicapping Publications 

Running lines adjusted to 
today’s race distance and 
surface 
Unique jockey/trainer stats 
Key race features 
Paddock Profile 

Workout analysis (currently 
only California) 
Running style stats and 
analysis 
Track Bias 
Horses to Watch (BTL) 

RACE # 6 Saratoga, September 3, 2009 
 
Kiawah Cat has blossomed since getting blinkers for her May 24 Allowance win.  
She's placed in two Stakes since then and gets plenty of pace to set up her bal-
anced attack.  Her main dangers are class fits Kristi With a K and Grassy Nellie, 
who both want to stalk the pace, Survived, who is in for the tag, beat this kind in 
2008 and is making her second comeback start, and, Forest Trail, who is one of 
three speed types signed up, but exits a daylight win and tops the charting.  Those 
four look like the keys to completing the Trifecta. by Today’s Racing Digest 

 
NAME- BY ORDER 

OF FINISH  1/4   1/2    3/4 FINISH LF 
   TRK, DATE & 

RCS BK 
 (Avg This Level) :23.9 :47.7 01:12.3 01:35.9  (Avg This Level) 
1 Forest Trail  23.3 47.1 01:12.4 01:36.7 24.3   BEL-07/15/09-1 
2 A-Grassy Nellie  25.1 49.6 01:13.6 01:36.9 23.3   SAR-08/03/09-1 
3 Kiawah Cat  24.6 48.1 01:12.2 01:37.0 24.8   SAR-08/08/09-1 
4 Cagey Girl  25.2 50 01:14.5 01:37.2 22.7   SAR-08/01/09-1 
5 Kristi With A K  26 50.6 01:14.2 01:37.2 23   SAR-08/03/09-1 
6 Striking Dancer  24.8 49.1 01:14.1 01:37.2 23.1   GP-02/25/09-2 
7 Southern Charmer  25.5 48.6 01:12.4 01:37.4 25   DEL-07/20/09-2 
8 Survived  24.3 48.8 01:13.4 01:37.5 24.1   SAR-07/30/09-1 
9 Roll The Di  27.1 51.9 01:14.8 01:37.8 23   SAR-08/23/09-1 
10 A-Multipass  24.8 48.8 01:13.8 01:38.0 24.2   CD-06/07/09-2 

11 Meriwether Jessica  25.9 50.4 01:14.6 01:38.1 23.5   AQU-11/27/08-4 
12 Follow My Dream  27.3 51.3 01:15.3 01:38.9 23.6   SAR-08/03/09-1 

LeNa SpeNceR StakeS Recap

Tony Dutrow stood behind the winner’s circle and 
watched Smart And Fancy jog to the left and then can-
ter to the right on her way to the start of Wednesday’s 
feature, the Lena Spencer. Dappled, stout and impos-
ing, the even-money shot looked like an even-money 
shot should in the 5 1/2 furlong stakes.

Asked about the 14-time winner of more than 
$800,000, Dutrow never hesitated.

“She’s good, she’s always good,” Dutrow said. 
“Any time she’s in there, you have her to deal with, 
she’s one of those.”

Canadian Ballet made sure she didn’t deal with her 
until the waning strides of the turf stakes to pull a mild 
upset for Obviously NY Stable and trainer Linda Rice. 
Alan Garcia allowed the second choice to take the lead 
early, cued her to open up turning for home and then 
implored her to hang on to win by a rapidly dimin-
ishing neck over Sly Storm and Smart And Fancy. An-
other stride or two and you’re reading about a different 
horse. 

“She’s a nice horse; very quick out of the gate,” 
Garcia said. “Today she broke and she was gone, so I 
moved my hands down and tried to relax her. She was 
a little fast, but when she’s on the lead she’s very tough 
to beat. Today, determination won the race.”

Exiting a tough runner-up finish in the Grade III 
Royal North at Woodbine, Canadian Ballet took con-
trol from the start, clearing her five rivals from the 
gate and posting a 21.89-second quarter-mile and a 

44.22 half-mile as longshot Twiceasbeautiful and sta-
blemate Ahvee’s Destiny tried to keep pace. Five-time 
winner Sly Storm came next with Philadelphia Park 
shipper Anofficerandalady and Smart And Fancy lag-
ging in the back. 

Turning for home, Canadian Ballet spurted clear 
as Sly Storm began to rally and Smart And Fancy, 

Dancing
Drama

Tod Marks
Canadian Ballet turns back Smart And fancy (left) and Sly Storm to win the Lena Spencer Stakes.

Canadian Ballet hangs
on to win turf sprint

BY SEAN CLANCY

See lena spencer page 6 
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with Ramon Dominguez leaning like 
a motorcycle rider, cut the corner wid-
est of all. The 3 lengths Canadian Bal-
let snatched turning for home held up 
in the lane as Sly Storm and Smart And 
Fancy closed on the outside. The wire 
ended the questions with Canadian Bal-
let lasting over Sly Storm and Smart 
And Fancy after 1:01.57 on firm turf. 
Canadian Ballet  improved to 6-for-15 
with $359,202 in earnings. 

In the winner’s circle, 43 members of 
the Canadian Ballet entourage waited for 
the 4-year-old New York-bred daugh-
ter of City Zip to return. Garcia, four 
grooms and Canadian Ballet made it 49. 

Rice, who re-tied Todd Pletcher for 
leading trainer, felt relieved.

“When she got back from Canada 
she was lame on a foot, frankly. I was 
relieved that it turned out to be a foot 
abscess but we’ve been working hard 
on her the last couple of weeks to get 
her straightened out,” Rice said. “I 
wasn’t sure we’d make today’s race, we 
had three-quartered her shoe, got the 
abscess out, drawing soreness out of it 
all week and re-shod her this morning. 
I had to make sure she was good and 
sound on it, but she was good. She’s a 
tough customer. Really tough.”

Asked if she thought of Canadian 
Ballet’s right front hoof as the chestnut 
filly clung to her lead, Rice explained 
her confidence in the hoof and her wor-
ry about her fitness.

“I wouldn’t have led her over there 
if she wasn’t good,” Rice said. “When I 

looked at her after we put the new shoe 
on this morning, I knew she was good.”

Canadian Ballet breezed once, a tep-
id half-mile over the Oklahoma turf in 
48 4/5 Aug. 17, in between the Royal 
North and the Lena Spencer. Rice di-
aled up the knowledge gained earlier in 
the year when Canadian Ballet battled 
Smart And Fancy to a nose loss in the 
The Very One at Pimlico in her first 
start this year. 

 “The foot affected our training into 
the race a little, I wasn’t able to give her 
any type of blowout or anything,” Rice 
said. “But when I ran her in Maryland 
and just got beat to Smart And Fancy, I 
barely had her ready to run for that race, 
I had her about 85 percent right that 
day, coming off of a layoff, she gave us 
a big one. I told myself that she would 
deliver a big race without a workout as 
long as she was sound. Of course, you 
never know. That’s all theory until it’s 
proven.”

Lena Spencer –
 Continued from page 4

Dave Harmon
Canadian Ballet and a few of her closest friends meet in the winner’s circle after Wednesday’s feature.

2008 Graduate 
Dictina’s Boy

If you have a sound flat horse 
looking for a new career or  

simply a freshening, call us.

Graduates include:
Dictina’s Boy, stakes-placed 
over jumps
Take A Partner, successful 
show jumper with Olympic 
Gold Medalist Joe Fargis

Contact Anne 
or Sean Clancy
akkontos@hotmail.com
sean@st-publishing.com

302-545-7713
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Saturday, October 17th, 2009
Featuring the

$500,000 West Virginia Breeders Classic
$500,000 "Cavada" Breeders Classic
And Seven Breeders Classics Races

TV Coverage on Fox Sports Net & HRTV

Now a Two Million 
Dollar Night of Racing!

Post Time 7:15 p.m.  • Charles Town Races And Slots  • Charles Town, WV  • Reservations: 800-795-7001

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd. •  P.O. Box 1251  • Charles Town. WV 25414  • 304-725-0709 • www.wvbc.com

SAM HUFF – CEO  •  CAROL HOLDEN – PRESIDENT  •  THERESA BITNER – EXEC. SECRETARY
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Wednesday, September 2.
1ST. 5 1/2 fURLONGS. TURf. 3&UP. f&m. ALW. PURSE $52,000.
5 Strike the Bell Dominguez R A 8.70 4.10 2.90
6 Lost Without You Leparoux J R  3.40 2.30
1 Dawn Chorus Desormeaux K J   5.50
Finish Time: 1:02.00
Trainer: David Donk. Owner: Rising Star Stable.
Ch. f. 3. Mizzen Mast-Vesper Cat, Mountain Cat.
Bred by Mr.&Mrs. Theodore Kuster and Mr.&Mrs. Howard Roberts (Ky).
$2 Exacta (5-6) Paid $34.20; $2 Trifecta (5-6-1) Paid $174.50; 
$2 Superfecta (5-6-1-3) Paid $1,814.00

2ND. 7 fURLONGS. 3&UP. mCL. PURSE $23,000.
3 Big Flirt Castanon J L 9.50 5.30 3.70
2 Triple Glory Dominguez R A  9.90 6.20
1 Pegasus Fever Theriot H J II   6.30
Finish Time: 1:23.93
Trainer: Wesley Ward. Owner: Christopher Carney, Bob Bayer, Kevin Ches-
sen and John Metcalf.
Gr./Ro. g. 3. Macho Uno-Queen St. West, Smarten.
Bred by Adena Springs (Fla).
$2 Exacta (3-2) Paid $96.50; $2 Quinella (2-3) Paid $53.00; 
$2 Trifecta  (3-2-1) Paid $416.50; $2 Daily Double (5-3) Paid $48.20; 
$2 Superfecta  (3-2-1-9) Paid $2,080.00

3RD. 7 fURLONGS. 3&UP. CLm. PURSE $21,600.
2 Headache Leparoux J R 2.80  
3 Matador Run Velazquez J R    
1 Wayoutsidethebox Luzzi M J    
Finish Time: 1:24.09
Trainer: Nick Zito. Owner: Ken and Sarah Ramsey.
Gr./Ro. g. 3. Tapit-Pamric, Woodman.
Bred by Dr. Kirk and Linda Griggs (Ky).
$2 Pick 3 (5-3-2) 3 Correct Paid $53.00; $2 Daily Double (3-2) Paid $15.00; 
$2 Consolation Pick 3 (5-3-5) Paid $37.60; 
$2 Consolation Double (3-5) Paid $9.80

4TH. 6 fURLONGS. THE LOUDONVILLE. 3&UP. f&m. PURSE $72,950.
1 Simplify Bridgmohan S X 5.30 2.80 2.20
7 J Z Warrior Desormeaux K J  3.10 2.60
8 Newport Harbour Leparoux J R   4.70
Finish Time: 1:09.91
Trainer: Steve Asmussen. Owner: Ron Winchell.
Dk. B. or Br. f. 3. Pulpit-Classic Olympio, Olympio.
Bred by Winchell Thoroughbreds (Ky).
$2 Exacta (1-7) Paid $15.20; $2 Quinella (1-7) Paid $7.40; 
$2 Trifecta  (1-7-8) Paid $87.50; $2 Pick 3 (3-2-1) 3 Correct Paid $37.20; 
$2 Daily Double (2-1) Paid $8.40; $2 Consolation Pick 3 (3-5-1) Paid 
$25.80; $2   Superfecta (1-7-8-4) Paid $271.00

5TH. 5 1/2 fURLONGS. 2YO. mSW. PURSE $55,000.
7 Bonavento Velazquez J R 13.40 6.10 3.10
5 Fayoum Bridgmohan S X  6.30 3.10
3 Chief Counsel Desormeaux K J   2.10
Finish Time: 1:04.29
Trainer: Todd Pletcher. Owner: Gulf Coast Farm.
Ch. c. 2. Speightstown-Arianna’s Passion, Unbridled’s Song.
Bred by Gulf Coast Farm (Ky).
$2 Exacta (7-5) Paid $69.00; $2 Trifecta  7-5-3) Paid $135.50; 
$2 Pick 3  (2-1-7) 3 Correct Paid $73.00; 
$2 Pick 4 (3-2-1-7) 4 Correct Paid $310.50; 
$2 Daily Double (1-7) Paid $52.50; $2 Superfecta (7-5-3-1)  Paid $786.00

6TH. 1 1/8 mILES. TURf. 3&UP. f&m. NY BREDS. mSW. 
PURSE $45,000.
6 Lovely Promise Maragh R 25.40 11.40 5.30
3 Playful Majesty Luzzi M J  5.70 3.10
7 Grace’s Valentine Dominguez R A   3.00
Finish Time: 1:51.24
Trainer: Dominick Schettino. Owner: Joemar Racing Stable.
Dk. B. or Br. f. 3. Judge T C-Lovely Fiona, Not For Love.
Bred by Joseph Parisi (NY).
$2 Exacta (6-3) Paid $188.00; $2 Trifecta (6-3-7) Paid $639.00; 
$2 Pick 3  (1-7-6) 3 Correct Paid $1,228.00; 
$2 Daily Double (7-6) Paid $302.50; $2 Superfecta (6-3-7-1) Paid $6,065.00

7TH. 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. 2YO. fILLIES. mSW. PURSE $51,000.
5 Zilva Rose J 11.20 4.90 3.50
2 Orchestrator Albarado R J  4.40 3.00
6 Senada Dominguez R A   3.10
Finish Time: 1:42.96
Trainer: Graham Motion. Owner: Augustin Stable.
B. f. 2. Successful Appeal-Spellmaker, Storm Cat.
Bred by George Strawbridge (Pa).
$2 Exacta (5-2) Paid $45.60; $2 Trifecta (5-2-6) Paid $146.00; 
$2 Daily Double (6-5) Paid $187.00; $2 Pick 3 (7-6-5) 3 Correct Paid 
$1,601.00; $2 Superfecta (5-2-6-3) Paid $984.00

8TH. 6 1/2 fURLONGS. 3&UP. NY BREDS. AOC. PURSE $57,500.
7 Success Fee Migliore R 16.40 8.50 5.10
8 Katskill Bay Studart M  15.40 8.80
3 Ziptronic Garcia Alan   3.60
Finish Time: 1:16.18
Trainer: Mark Hennig. Owner: Paul Reddam.
B. c. 4. Mineshaft-Immerse, Cox’s Ridge. 
Bred by Chester and Mary Broman (NY).
$2 Exacta (7-8) Paid $366.00; $2 Trifecta (7-8-3) Paid $2,149.00; $2   Pick 
3 (6-5-7) 3 Correct Paid $2,124.00; $2 Daily Double (5-7) Paid $107.50  

9TH. 5 1/2 fURLONGS. THE LENA SPENCER. TURf. 3&UP. f&m. 
NY BREDS. PURSE $74,500.
8 Canadian Ballet Garcia Alan 7.20 4.30 2.50
1 Sly Storm Lezcano J  7.10 3.00
4 Smart and Fancy Dominguez R A   2.10
Finish Time: 1:01.57
Trainer: Linda Rice. Owner: Obviously NY Stable.
Ch. f. 4. City Zip-Canadian Flagship, Northern Flagship.
Bred by Gus Schoenborn (NY).
$2 Exacta (8-1) Paid $56.50; $2 Trifecta (8-1-4) Paid $122.50; 
$2 Grand Slam (3/6/7-2/5/6/10-3/7/8/11-8) Paid $38.20; $2 Pick 3 (5-7-8) 
3 Correct Paid $464.00; $2 Daily Double (7-8) Paid $71.00  

10TH. 1-mILE. TURf. 3&UP. NY BREDS. mSW. PURSE $45,000.
5 Mr. Enrico Samyn J L 31.40 13.80 7.40
3 Star of New York Maragh R  4.80 2.90
9 Monastir Dominguez R A   2.80
Finish time: 1:38.27
Trainer: Paulino Ortiz. Owner: Giorgi Stable.
B. g. 3. Say Florida Sandy-Fancy’N Fabulous, Somethingfabulous.
Bred by Tea Party Stable (NY).
$2 Exacta (5-3) Paid $175.00; $2 Trifecta (5-3-9) Paid $561.00; 
$2   Superfecta (5-3-9-2) Paid $1,753.00; $2 Daily Double (8-5) Paid 
$153.00; $2 Pick 3 (7-8-5) 3 Correct Paid $2,854.00; $2 Pick 4 (5-7-
8-5) 4 Correct Paid $23,656.00; $2 Pick 6 (7-6-5-7-8-5) 5 Correct Paid 
$27,354.00; Carryover Pool $209,379

Track: fast. Turf: firm.
Saratoga Attendance: 10,983. Mutuel Pool: $2,832,347

Wednesday’s Claims
RACE 3: Headache by David Jacobson for Western Resources Racing.

MUIRFIELD
INSURANCE, INC.

A Full Service
Equine Insurance Agency

Contact: Michael T. Levy or Jamie Hill
1019 Majestic Dr., Suite 310, Lexington, KY 40513

Phone (859) 253-1114  Fax (859) 253-1490
www.muirfieldinsurance.com

Offering a Total Range
of Coverage, including:

Control 
 

“Without Andy Beyer’s 
books, perhaps an entire 
generation of degenerate 
horseplayers such as  
myself could have  
been lost.”
–Andy Serling,  
NYRA TV analyst

Available wherever  
books are sold

Where winning begins

Beyerad_bw.indd   1 7/21/09   2:00:54 PM

Sallee Horse Vans
1-800-967-VANS  (772) 260-2586

  wednesday’s Saratoga reSultS
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1 Strike The Bell 2 Big Flirt 3 Headache

4 Simplify 5 Bonavento 6 Lovely Promise

7 Zilva 8 Success Fee 10 Mr. Enrico

Wednesday’s saratoga Winners • Photos by tod Marks
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Design a room 
around this...

Portraits of Man or Beast
Paintings, Prints, Fine China, French Wrought Iron

 BeresfordGallery.com
Rt.82, Unionville, PA (Near Kennett Square)

...custom 
wrought iron 

refrigerator 
handles.

Polo handles 
also available.

Come see us in Willowdale Town Center in Kennett Square 
November & December • Wednesday – Saturday 10 – 5

and always by appointment.

�  

Beresford Gallery

SPORTING ART

Closed for the Saratoga Season

Ask us about our Trophy Division!

Open in Kennett Square, PA
Rt 926 & Rt 82 610-347-1247 

Great selection online at Beresfordgallery.com

170 SOUTH BROADWAY
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY 12866

To the Owners, Trainers, Backstretch 
Workers, NYRA and All Our Friends -

Cheers to You for making this Saratoga 
Racing Season such a HUGE success!

Crush & Cask...Your “BEST BET” for wine and 
spirits...during track season and 

ALL YEAR LONG!

Jeff & Patty Novo, Owners
518-306-6781

www.crushandcask.com

Steve Asmussen has another nice 
3-year-old filly in his barn. 

Simplify, a Ron Winchell homebred, 
disposed of six rivals in the $72,950 
Loudonville Stakes for fillies/mares 
Wednesday to tally her first stakes win. 
The daughter of Pulpit broke from the 
rail and chased Thunder Sword through 
an opening quarter-mile of 22.67 sec-
onds. Simplify (Shaun Bridgmohan) was 
shuffled back to third when J Z War-
rior (Kent Desormeaux) was ushered 
forward near the half-mile mark. After 
drifting back a bit rounding the corner, 
she found room on the rail to get up late 
and win a photo over J Z Warrior by 
a nose, with Newport Harbour (Julien 
Leparoux) rallying for third.

Simplify showed resiliency in a race 
that didn’t play out as Bridgmohan had 
planned.

“She was traveling on the inside and 
I really didn’t want to be behind the 
horse that was on the lead. I figured the 
horse I had to beat, J Z Warrior, was in 
front of me so I didn’t want to be where 
I was,” Bridgmohan said. “I gave her a 
shot up the inside and she handled her-

self very well to come through there in 
a tight spot. Mentally she’s been getting 
really good and I think that showed to-
day when she had the courage to come 
through. She didn’t hesitate and that’s 
encouraging to see because in the past 
she’s been a little hesitant.”

Simplify, who broke her maiden at 
first asking in May 2008 at Churchill 
Downs, hasn’t been as lucky against 
stakes foes. In her first try, the Grade III 
Debutante at Churchill the next month, 
she drifted a bit and finish third, beaten 
a half-length. Oddly, future stablemate 
and superstar Rachel Alexandra beat 
her a head for second. Simplify finished 
a well-beaten fifth in the Adirondack 
here last August before going to the 
sidelines for six months. 

She returned this February with a 
6-furlong allowance win at Fair Grounds 
before trying the turf in Keeneland’s 
Grade III Appalachian in April. Sim-
plify finished ninth in her third graded 
stakes try and thereafter sought weaker 
competition. After two close seconds, 
Asmussen tried Simplify in the restrict-
ed Geyser Spring Stakes here Aug. 9. 

She ran into graded stakes caliber filly 
Elusive Heat that day, and ran second, 5 
1/4 lengths behind that fleet filly.

Assistant Scott Blasi saddled Simplify 
Wednesday and she became a stakes 
winner in her fifth try.

“She’s a nice filly who is improving,” 
Blasi said. “She caught a monster (Elu-
sive Heat) last time. I think she will be 
even better next year. This looked like a 
good spot to get her back winning. She 
got kind of a rough trip and overcame it 
to get the job done. She’s just improving 
and she’s been wonderfully consistent 
for us. She wasn’t very big so we had to 
let her grow up a little bit.”

• The third race turned into a three-
horse shootout. Four of the seven entries 
scratched by post time, and the Nick 
Zito-trainee Headache (Leparoux), the 
morning-line favorite for the 7-furlong 
claimer, lived up to his 2-5 odds in an 
8 1/2-length romp over Matador Run 
(John Velazquez) and Wayoutsidethe-
box (Mike Luzzi).

Zito and Leparoux had to alter their 
strategy after the field scratched down 
to three.

“It’s not as easy as you think it is be-
cause you never know what’s going to 

Tod Marks
Simplify (right) dives through on the rail to catch J Z Warrior and Newport Harbour.

No Question
Simplify charges into picture late

to win stakes for Bridgmohan
BY CoLIN BEAURY & BRIAN NAdEAU WeDNeSDay’S RaciNg Recap

See wednesday page 12 
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Saturday, September 26, 2009 • Laurel Park
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$125K Maryland Million Sprint A handicap for 3-year-olds & up, 6 fur.

$125K Maryland Million Turf Three-year-olds & up, 11⁄8 mi., turf

$100K Maryland Million Lassie Fillies, 2-year-olds, 6 fur.

$100K Maryland Million Nursery Two-year-olds, 6 fur.

$100K Maryland Million Oaks Fillies, 3-year-olds, 1 mi.

$100K Maryland Million Turf Sprint A handicap for 3-year-olds & up, 51⁄2 fur., turf

$50K Maryland Million Starter Handicap Three-year-olds & up who have started for 
a claiming price of $15,000 or less since October 4, 2008, 11⁄8 mi. This is a Sweepstakes.

$50K Maryland Million Distaff Starter Handicap Fillies and mares, 3-year-olds & 
up, who have started for a claiming price of $15,000 or less since October 4, 2008. 1 mi. This is a 
Sweepstakes.

$30K Maryland Million Sprint Starter Handicap Three-year-olds & up who have 
started for a claiming price of $7,500 or less since October 4, 2008. 6 fur. This is a Sweepstakes.
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happen,” Leparoux said. “In a three-horse field, Nick 
just wanted me to break out of the gate quick and be 
on the outside. When we got on the outside, it was 
easy from there.”

Headache, owned by Ken and Sarah Ramsey, im-
proved to 2-for-7 lifetime. His last win came when he 
broke his maiden June 13 at Churchill. He was claimed 
by David Jacobson.

• Todd Pletcher admitted he was a little partial 
when discussing Speightstown’s attributes as a sire. 
Pletcher trained the multiple Grade I winner to an 
Eclipse Award as champion sprinter in 2004 and sad-
dled his son Bonavento to a debut score in the fifth, a 
2-year-old maiden dash at 5 1/2 furlongs.

“Obviously I’m a big fan because I trained Speight-
stown as well as his son Munnings, but obviously he’s 
also shown himself to be on his way to becoming a top 
stallion,” Pletcher said. “He’s already got a Grade I 
winner on the turf in Europe (Lord Shanakill) and he’s 
getting both colts and fillies that have shown they can 
stretch out and win. This colt here showed himself to 
be a bigger, scopier version of his father.”

Gulf Coast Farm’s homebred Bonavento went a 
long way in adding to his sire’s appeal. Bonavento 
(Velazquez) and Fayoum (Bridgmohan) broke running 
and immediately cleared the field through fractions of 
22.52 and 45.73 seconds, while heavily favored Chief 
Counsel (Desormeaux) played catch up after a tardy 
beginning. The two leaders were inseparable through 
much of the stretch before Bonavento surged near-
ing the wire to score by a neck. Chief Counsel rallied 
boldly on the turn but flattened out in deep stretch to 
finish third.

Bonavento showed up for his debut with a trio of 
snappy works to start August, including a 59 3/5-sec-
ond move Aug. 16 and entered on the heels of a more 
leisurely 1:00 3/5 work Aug. 26. Pletcher was confi-

dent, but so were the other eight trainers in the race.
“He showed a lot of speed in the morning and we 

were optimistic coming in, but at the same time this 
looked like one of those top Saratoga 2-year-old races 
with a lot of nice horses,” Pletcher said. “There were 
also some in there that had experience and that has 
proven to be a pretty key ingredient to success in these 
races. This is an encouraging effort.”

• Dominick Schettino continued a strong meet 
when he sent out Joemar Racing Stable’s Lovely Prom-
ise to upset the sixth, a state-bred maiden on the turf. 
Schettino connected for the fourth time from just 20 
starters at the meet, a solid showing for a barn that’s 
made just 81 starts this year.

Lovely Promise, a 3-year-old daughter of Judge 
T C, opened her career with a third over a sealed 
track labeled good at Belmont Park July 23. The race 
proved to be the perfect trial run for Lovely Prom-
ise (Rajiv Maragh), who stalked the early pace from 
fourth before closing with a rush to nail Playful Maj-
esty (Luzzi) by a neck, with the tiring Grace’s Valen-
tine (Ramon Dominguez) third.

Schettino tested Lovely Promise out on grass in a 
5-furlong breeze in 1:01 1/5 on the Oklahoma turf 
course Aug. 21 and was confident the filly would out-
run her odds.

“She worked great over the Oklahoma course the 
other day and we’ve been galloping her 2 miles in the 

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 10

Dave Harmon
Success fee (7) charges past Katskill Bay to win Wednesday’s eighth for trainer mark Hennig.

See wednesday page 14 



13Thursday, September 3, 2009

Muscle Fortifier™

Complete Muscular System Support
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  - Proper Muscle Contraction

New 

Finally, A Comprehensive Approach to Muscle Health
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1302-B Lew Ross Road, Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501
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Magna �erapy

352-804-8155
Call for an appointment today:

Pulsed Electro-Magnetic Frequency �erapy
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interim and it came together,” Schettino 
said. “We got a nice tightener with the 
race over the dirt and we had a turf route 
in mind all along. We knew she wanted 
to run long and we knew she would be 
closing at the end so I was comfortable 
entering her in this spot.”

• Owner/breeder George Strawbridge 
enjoyed Zilva’s win in the seventh, a 1 
1/16-mile maiden for juvenile fillies on 
the turf, even if it wasn’t exactly accord-
ing to the original  plan.

Zilva (Jeremy Rose) started her ca-
reer on Tapeta at Presque Isle Downs in 
July and finished fourth in a 5-furlong 
sprint. Trainer Graham Motion brought 
her to Saratoga for an Aug. 3 maiden on 
the turf, but the race was rained off the 

grass and Zilva finished third. She finally 
got to the turf, and the result was a neck 
victory over Orchestrator (Robby Alba-
rado) and Senada (Dominguez).

“The first time she raced at Presque 
Isle, she did her best running at the end 
so she obviously has a lot of stamina,” 
Strawbridge said. “I thought she did 
very well when she had to run on the 
dirt at 7 furlongs up here. I don’t know 
why all of my horses have to run on the 
turf, but she did because they have lon-
ger races on the turf.”

Strawbridge bred Zilva, a daughter 
of Successful Appeal and the Storm Cat 
mare Spellmaker, with intentions of rac-
ing her on dirt.

“I secretly have been trying to get 
away (from the turf),” Strawbridge 
said. “That’s why I went with Success-
ful Appeal. I bred her hoping she’d be 
a dirt horse because I have nothing but 
bloody turf horses; but if they’re ever so 
much better on the turf . . . good.”

• As it turned out, all Success Fee 
needed was a little air. After a disappoint-
ing fifth as the 9-5 favorite at Aqueduct 
in April, trainer Mark Hennig elected to 
perform a wind operation on Paul Red-
dam’s 4-year-old. It obviously worked.

Success Fee (Richard Migliore) was 
last of 11 early in Wednesday’s eighth, 
a state-bred optional claimer at 6 1/2 
furlongs, but benefited from a robust 
44.72-second half-mile to nail Katskill 
Bay (Maylan Studart) by a half-length, 
with pacesetter Ziptronic (Alan Garcia) 
a distant third.

Reddam purchased Success Fee for 
$500,000 at the 2007 Keeneland 2-year-
old sale. It was a pricey sum for a son 
of young sire Mineshaft, until you dig a 
bit deeper and see that Success Fee is a 
half-brother to Grade I winner Stephen 
Got Even. 

On the track, the 4-year-old hasn’t 
lived up to his price tag. He started his 
career in California with Doug O’Neill 
before Reddam sent him to Hennig last 
summer. He won his first two starts 
against New York-breds, including a 
maiden win here, and then went winless 
in five subsequent runs. The reason is 
obvious – now.

“He just wasn’t running any good this 
winter and spring so finally we decided 
to go ahead and have the operation af-
ter we discovered he was having a bit 
of a breathing problem. It’s been a great 
help,” Hennig said. “You could tell he 
had his rhythm back and it worked out 
exactly like we went over in the pad-
dock. There was a lot of speed and we 
thought it would be best to take back 
and make that late run. He’s cut out to 
be a nice horse so hopefully this will get 
him going in the right direction.”

• Queens native Roseann Giorgi 
bought a New York-bred son of Say 
Florida Sandy as a yearling and want-
ed to name the horse after her father, 
Henry Giorgi. 

She tossed about a few names but 
none fit just right. And then she dis-
covered that Henry’s birth certificate in 
fact read Henry Enrico. Enter Mr. En-
rico, the upset winner of Wednesday’s 
finale, a state-bred maiden on the turf.

“I saw on the birth certificate the 
name “Enrico,” which means “Henry” 
in Italian, so right away I knew that 
was the perfect name for the horse,” 
Roseann Giorgi explained. “What a 
thrill for my dad. He’s 80 now and 
wasn’t able to make it up to Saratoga 
last year because of his health so for 
him to see this horse win, one that’s 
named after him, it’s a great thrill.” 

Father and daughter watched Mr. 
Enrico (Jean-Luc Samyn) rally through 
the stretch to nail Star Of New York 
(Maragh) for a 1 1/2-length win. Mo-
nastir (Dominguez) was up late for 
third.

Trained by Paulino Ortiz, Mr. En-
rico won for the first time in five ca-
reer starts. He made his turf debut here 
Aug. 5 and ran seventh, then prepped 
for Wednesday’s score with a third in 
an off-the-turf maiden Aug. 21. 

“We were happy to get him back 
on turf today and it was great to see 
him run as well as he did. I was go-
ing pretty crazy when he came running 
through the stretch,” Roseann Giorgi 
said. “We’ve got 14 horses in training 
and Paulino has done a great job for 
us. This is our third win of the meet 
so obviously it’s been going great this 
summer.”

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 12

Jockeys
Ramon Dominguez ..................................... 38
Alan Garcia .................................................. 32
Rajiv Maragh ............................................... 28
Julien Leparoux  .......................................... 27
John Velazquez ........................................... 23
Javier Castellano ......................................... 22
Edgar Prado ................................................ 20
Kent Desormeaux ........................................ 19
Robby Albarado .......................................... 14
Jose Lezcano .............................................. 12
Cornelio Velasquez ........................................ 9
Mike Luzzi ..................................................... 8
Jesus Castanon ............................................. 7
Jorge Chavez ................................................. 7
Eibar Coa ....................................................... 6

Trainers
Todd Pletcher .............................................. 16
Linda Rice ................................................... 16
Bill Mott ...................................................... 11
Steve Asmussen ......................................... 10
Barclay Tagg  ............................................... 10
George Weaver............................................ 10
Gary Contessa ............................................... 9
Tony Dutrow.................................................. 9
Mike Maker ................................................... 9
Kiaran McLaughlin ........................................ 9
Mike Hushion ................................................ 8
Saeed bin Suroor .......................................... 7 
Nick Zito ........................................................ 7
D. Wayne Lukas ............................................ 6
Wesley Ward ................................................. 6

Saratoga Leaders
Through September 2
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Tom Walters and his son Chris stood 
outside Jim Baker’s barn at the Oklahoma 
Annex, admiring their talented filly Pret-
ty Prolific, a major contender in today’s 
Riskaverse Stakes. 

The air was crisp, yet 
tempered by the morning 
sun. Steam rose and van-
ished as water splashed 
on a group of horses, 
washing off the morn-

ing’s work. Pretty Prolific nuzzled her head 
halfway through a hay net, drawing out a 
few stalks for a snack as she took in the en-
tire scene. Nearby a photographer snapped 
a picture, undoubtedly the next Saratoga 
postcard, a microcosm of why thousands 
flock to the Spa each summer. 

The serene setting was a fitting back-
drop for the Walters, who have enjoyed a 
storybook tale since Chris began buying 
horses for his father shortly after graduat-
ing from Indiana State University in 2002.

“Since Chris got out of school we’ve 
owned three horses,” Tom Walters said. 
“The last two being Elite Squadron, who 
was a graded stakes winning sprinter and 
Pretty Prolific, who just ran second in the 
Test. We’re living the dream, so to speak.”

The dream continues Thursday when 
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Custom Care graduate Mr. Vegas
won his two-year old debut on Monday. 

Congratulations Andrews Racing and Mike Hushion.
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Dave Harmon

pretty good Walters’ filly moves to turf  
after placing 2nd in Test

BY BRIAN NAdEAU

Connie Bush
Riskaverse Stakes starter Pretty Prolific caught up with her connections Jim Baker, Tom Walters and Chris Walters.See riskaverse page 36
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Pretty Prolific, fresh off a closing second in the Grade I 
Test here Aug. 8, makes her turf debut in the $70,000 
Riskaverse at 1 mile. It’s no surprise to the Walters 
that she’s on the verge of winning her first stakes.

“We bought her as a weanling and have always held 
her in high regard,” Chris Walters said. “We liked her 
pedigree and we always thought was bred for the turf, 
with her being out of a Seattle Slew mare and her sec-
ond dam being Waya. She’s never been two turns, but 
that’s also something that could be in her favor as well. 
She’s comfortable in her talent and she’s really learned 
how to relax this year. The way she closes that last six-
teenth of a mile it lends you to think a mile on the grass 
would be within the realm of her repertoire.”

Tom, who runs a longterm care company, grew up 
steeped in Thoroughbreds in Franklin, Indiana. He’s 
owned horses since he was 5 and has a brother who 
is a farrier. The drive from Franklin is less than two 
hours to Lexington and Louisville, and son Chris 
honed his eye for horses at a young age.

“Since I was 6 or 7 I’ve been interested in Thor-

oughbreds,” Chris Walters said. “We would always 
go to Louisville or Lexington when we were kids and 
we’ve got pictures of Secretariat; we’ve got hair from 
his mane. Mom and dad showed horses when we were 
kids, so I’ve always been around them and had some 
conformation and pedigree background.”

The background has carried over to the sales pavil-
ion and the racetrack. Chris bought Elite Squadron, a 
son of then freshman sire Officer, and he blossomed 
under Baker’s care, winning five of 14 career starts, 
including the Grade II Churchill Downs Stakes, and 
earning $507,059. 

Pretty Prolific has done her part to carry on the 
good fortune. The daughter of Lion Heart, another 
freshman sire at the time of purchase, won her debut 
at Churchill in June 2008 and then finished third in 
the Grade II Adirondack here last August. She tested 
stakes company again in her next two starts, running 
sixth in the Arlington Lassie and fourth in the Poca-
hontas (behind Sara Louise and Rachel Alexandra) 
and then closed out her 2-year-old campaign by run-
ning second in a Churchill allowance in November.

Elite Squadron retired late last year and the Walters 
had just Pretty Prolific race ready. Instead of forging 
on over the winter they opted to give the filly time 
to develop. The approach has paid dividends in 2009 

and is another key to the success.
“When you only have one horse you can afford to 

give them the time. It’s quality not quantity. We don’t 
have five more to fill in if this one gets hurt,” Chris 
said. “We usually buy one horse a year and that’s per-
fect when you have a guy like Jim. He’s going to be 
patient and take his time so you don’t have to worry 
about the horse going the other way too early. He’s 
not going to go out there and push a horse to run and 
that’s why she’s just blossomed as a 3-year-old.”

Baker followed the same path with Elite Squadron, 
who was given 11 months off after finishing off the 
board twice as a juvenile. He came back to win four 
of six as a 3-year-old before becoming a stakes winner 
at 4. Pretty Prolific fits the same mold and Baker is 
confident that she’ll handle a new hurdle today, when 
she tries turf and two turns for the first time.

“We worked her over the turf and she went good 
so I expect her to run a nice race,” Baker said. “She’s 
grown up a lot since last year; it’s like night and day. 
She’s bigger, stronger, more mature and more relaxed. 
I think the first time we breezed her she went in 35-flat 
(for 3 furlongs) and I thought right away ‘let’s don’t 
do that, let’s slow it down a bit.’ She’s always been a 
horse that wants to do a lot and we’re really happy 
with the way she’s improved this year and turned into 
the filly we’ve always thought she would be.”

Pretty Prolific didn’t pick an easy spot to try the turf 
for the first time. The Riskaverse drew an overflow field 
of 11, including stakes veterans Missunitednations, Fast 
Tigress, Perfect For You, Afternoon Stroll, Complicity, 
Bluegrass Princess and Gemswick Park, in addition to 
allowance winners Miss Catalyst and Silver Reunion. 
Precision Farming is on the also-eligible list. 

Still, Tom Walters isn’t about to trade spots with 
anyone.

“For us to come up here and finish second in a race 
like the Test, with the only horse we have in training, 
is a dream come true,” he said. “I mean, we’re from 
Franklin, Indiana. It gives you the hope that the small 
people can still do it. We’re just glad to be here, run-
ning in these races. How could we not be?”

2008 Sanford winner 
Desert Party

GRADED STAKES-WINNING GRADUATES WHO RECEIVED 
EARLY TRAINING AT SCANLON TRAINING CENTER:

 

S Robert Scanlon
Training Center

Dave Harmon

Mark Rowland

Commissions in 
oil and pencil

markrowland@verizon.net
610-299-2108

Riskaverse –
 Continued from page 35

John Egan (jegan@markelcorp.com)
859-224-7026 or 859-361-6039 (cell)

Remember to ask your insurance agent for a Markel quote today.

Catch the Markel freshman sire  
competition and newsletter at:

www.thoroughbred-insurance.com
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Smart Seattle had no business win-
ning Aug. 13.

The Graham Motion trainee was 
bottled up behind horses on the far 
turn with limited racing room. Jockey 
Jeremy Rose found daylight on the rail, 
but the hole closed even faster than it 
opened. Rose tried Plan B. At the eighth 
pole, he altered course sharply, from the 
rail to the far outside around two hors-
es, and Smart Seattle hit her stride down 
the stretch to win the 5 1/2-furlong turf 
sprint by a length.

It was an impressive debut for Au-
gustin Stables’ daughter of Smart Strike, 
and one that Motion hopes his filly can 
build on when she stretches to 1 1/16 
miles in today’s $70,000 P.G. Johnson 
Stakes for 2-year-old fillies on the turf, 
the third race on the day.

“Her pedigree says she wants to 
stretch out. She’s really bred to do more 
of what she’s doing this time rather than 
last time so that bodes well. The last 
race didn’t seem to take a lot out of her, 

and she’s just had one easy breeze since 
then,” Motion said. “She’s done well; I 
kept her up here instead of sending her 
back to Fair Hill because I had this race 
in mind.”

Smart Seattle was impressive from 
the start. Rose, who gets the return call, 
was so enticed by her morning exploits 
that he decided to ship in from Dela-
ware for her debut.

“Jeremy worked her in the morning, 
and he was pretty keen to come up and 
ride her for her first race. We liked her 
quite a bit when we first started breezing 
her, but I couldn’t have anticipated her 
running like she did in her first race,” 
Motion said. “Sometimes in those maid-
en races you never know what’s behind 
you, but whatever was behind her that 
day; she beat them fair and square.”

Smart Seattle looks to put eight rivals 
behind her in the P.G. Johnson.

Trade Winds Farm’s Mehndi (Jose 
Lezcano to ride) also enters off an im-
pressive debut. Trained by Will Phipps, 
the daughter of Pulpit mounted a five-
wide rally to win by 2 lengths in a 6-fur-
long turf sprint at Belmont. After July 
10, Phipps doesn’t mix words about his 
promising filly.

WINNER
end your horse 
to the Sanna 
Hendriks team, 
producer of 

three-time Eclipse 
Award winner 
McDynamo, Eclipse 
Award winner 
Pompeyo and stakes 
horses over jumps 
and on the flat. 
Excellent care, superb 
facility and a 25% 
strike rate this year.

S

610-656-3990  sanna@kennett.net

go with a

Family Owned and Operated for 30 Years! 
30½ Caroline Street, Saratoga Springs

518-584-9618
www.sperrysofsaratoga.com

For the best in seafood and pasta...
 Soft Shell Crabs in Season

 Maryland Crab Cakes  Fresh Pasta

New Garden Menu: Small Plates, Select Wine List

Relax after the races in our garden, 
the only one like it in Saratoga!

OPEN DAILYDinner: 5:30 -10pmBar: 5:30 to Closing

LIVE MUSIC 
Fridays & Saturdays

NO COVER

P.g. Johnson PrevieW

get Smart
Motion filly 
exits impressive 
maiden score

BY CoLIN BEAURY

See p.G. Johnson page 39 Tod Marks
Smart Seattle and Jeremy Rose return to the winner’s circle at Saratoga Aug. 13.
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“She’s really awesome. She came 
back from the race sound and well,” 
Phipps said. “We had a couple of op-
portunities to run her, but she’s growing 
so much and she’s such a nice filly that 
we kind of went easy on her for August. 
Then she got a little fever and missed a 
work. We’re going into this race a little 
softer than we’d like, but she’s training 
great and doing well so we’ll go for it.”

Mehndi, which means Hindu wed-
ding tattoo according to Phipps, was a 
bit of a surprise early given her slight 
frame.

“She first went down to my friend 
Arch Kingsley to be broken in Camden, 
South Carolina, and she was this weedy 
little thing,” Phipps said.  “I don’t know 
if most people thought much of her. A 
lot of people passed on her at Keenel-
and, but the owners loved her so hats 
off to them.”

Trade Winds Farms purchased Mehn-
di for $50,000 at the 2008 Keeneland 

Yearling Sale in September, and she’ll 
attempt to prove her worth this after-
noon.

Frank Jones’ homebred Tapitsfly 
(Robby Albarado) goes for Dale Ro-
mans. The Tapit filly has improved in 
each of her four career starts. She won 
in her latest try here Aug. 3 in a 7-fur-
long race forced off the turf. 

Maddie’s Odyssey enters for trainer 
Wayne Mogge as the only horse in the 
field with stakes experience. Rick Ros-
son’s daughter of Kitten’s Joy finished 
third in the 5 1/2-furlong Tippett Stakes 
at Colonial Downs July 25. Maddie’s 
Odyssey (Alan Garcia) is 1-for-4 in her 
young career, and stretches past 5 1/2 
furlongs for the first time.

Lucky To Be Me (Ramon Dominguez) 
ships in for trainer Mark Shuman and 
owner Joseph Strazzanti. She competes 
at the stakes level for the first time, and 
fires back 10 days after winning by 3 3/4 
lengths in a 1-mile maiden race washed 
off the turf at Delaware Park.

Write When Ready (John Velazquez) 
also enters fresh off a maiden score. The 
Todd Pletcher-trained daughter of More 
Than Ready won a 5 1/2-furlong maid-

en sprint at Ellis Park July 26, and looks 
to add black type to her resume.

Three maidens will also join the mix 
in the P.G. Johnson

Ken and Sarah Ramsey’s homebred 
Lisa’s Kitten (Julien Leparoux), winless 
in two starts, enters for Mike Maker af-
ter finishing fourth here in a 7-furlong 
sprint forced off the turf Aug. 3. Beau-
tiful Song (Javier Castellano), trained 
by Rusty Arnold, also enters after two 
failed maiden attempts. I Do That 
(Maylan Studart) makes her first start 
for trainer Rodrigo Ubillo.

39 stakes horses, which include 11 graded stakes horses.

27 mares which became stakes producers after purchase 
including 16 who became graded stakes producers.

Yearling purchases from 2003-05 have earned over $8 million. 

Available to represent clientele at all East Coast auctions.
Pinhooking / Racing Partnerships also available.

McMAHON
BLOODSTOCK LLC

Since founding McMahon Bloodstock in 2000,
Mike McMahon has purchased:

(859) 983-7617
mike@mcmahonbloodstock.com
www.mcmahonbloodstock.com

P.G. Johnson –
 Continued from page 38

“We liked her quite a bit when we first started 
breezing her, but I couldn’t have anticipated 
her running like she did in her first race.”

Trainer Graham motion, about Smart Seattle
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THIS
TAYLOR, HARRIS INSURANCE SERVICES

Anne Kontos Clancy
917-446-2848

akkontos@hotmail.com

P.O. Box 449, Middleburg, VA  20118

Saratoga’s Finest Selection of 
Sportswear, memorabilia, 

collectables, jewelry & gifts 
for horse racing fans.

RACE 1: DYNASKI looked great winning the Ben Nevis, his first start in 
almost a year, earlier in the meet and it’s tough to envision a scenario that 
doesn’t have him hitting the wire a comfortable winner. TAX RULING ran 
off with a sketchy renewal of the Grade II National Hunt Cup at Radnor in a 
race that saw several struggle with the going. Talented, in expert hands and 
the one they’ll all have to catch. ARCADIUS finished second to the choice 
and rates a logical exacta partner.

RACE 2: SHE WEARS THE BEST has been tearing it up in the morning and 
meets a suspect cast that she might be able to shred. SPECKLEDBIRD took 
a ton of money in her debut against open maidens and warrants a look. The 
same holds true for WATER OF LIFE, though both horses exit two of the 
slower maiden races of the meet.

RACE 3: SMART SEATTLE looked like a future star when she endured a 
nightmare trip while winning her debut at a distance far short of what fig-
ures to be her best. Augustin homebred begins the path to much bigger 
things. MEHNDI shocked the public (19-1) with a good looking debut score 
at Belmont seven weeks ago and has been aiming for this spot. Another 
that should relish the added distance. BEAUTIFUL SONG took a ton of mon-
ey in her turf unveiling on August 19 and even though she’s still a maiden 
it’s a good sign to see her wheeled back on two weeks rest. 

RACE 4: DR. PLEASURE has been freshened since throwing in a clunker in 
the Alysheba on Oaks Day, a race that will send two to Saturday’s Wood-
ward. Likes this track so I’ll give him one more chance to make amends. 
FAMOUS PATRIOT could go under the radar but has the credentials to pull 
the upset at a nice price. GIANT CHIEFTAIN probably isn’t good enough but 
his style should be flattered by the expected hot pace.

RACE 5: Even for a 2yo dash there seems to be a ton of pace, so let’s expect 
the unexpected and see if STRIKE IT RICH can overcome a terrible post 
and make the last run a winning one. CAST CALL was scratched over the 
weekend and has a two-turn pedigree that suggest she’ll get it done second 
time out on the stretch at Belmont next month. ENNIS LADY drew the rail, 
which is no bargain, but looks well prepped for her debut.

RACE 6: STRIKING DANCER ran well in the Hettinger when finishing behind 
the undefeated Maram, and she should move forward off that run, which 
was her first in five months. KIAWAH CAT just missed in the Hettinger after 
a tough trip and was well clear of the top choice. Would be no surprise at 
underlaid odds. MERIWETHER JESSICA is a bit suspect at the distance but 
did run a solid third to the accomplished Remarkable Remy last year in the 
Pebbles and you ignore the Linda Rice barn at your own risk these days.

RACE 7: RAISE THE KITTY needs only to draw in to win this. Chased a pair 
of nice ones in her last while showing speed, and now takes the biggest 
drop in the game into maiden-claimers. More Than Ready has proven to be 
a potent first-out turf sire, so give ANGEL’S COVE a long look for a tough 
trainer-jockey combo. FLOWER EXCHANGE tries the turf for the first time 
and brings some speed to the party.  

RACE 8: PRETTY PROLIFIC has shown talent and versatility in her brief 
career and though she tries turf for the first time, her grand dam is grass 
champion Waya. That should do quite nicely in here. FAST TIGRESS hasn’t 
ducked anyone all year and just missed in a minor stakes at Monmouth. 
MISS CATALYST drew well and has already scored over the course and 
distance. She also gets bonus points for defeating winners in her first start 
after breaking her maiden.

RACE 9: WEST OCEAN was beaten a half-length in her debut Aug. 12 after 
a wide journey and looks to have plenty of pace to chase. Speaking of pace, 
OUT POST has a ton of early speed and will be involved every step of the 
way. SUCCESSFUL FRIEND should sit a good trip for a very underrated 
barn and could get overlooked in the wagering.

RACE 10: PLATINUMPLUS gets back on the turf and has some hidden form 
that might get lost a bit. Also has some speed in a race that’s void of early 
pace. KEVAZINGA goes out for a barn long overdue for a score. POSSES-
SIVE should save all the ground from the hedge but may need to work out 
a trip turning for home.

 thursday’s detailed analySiS By Brian nadeau
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Don’t Just 

Be a 

Spectator, 

Be an 

Owner

Thursday, September 3. Post Time 1 p.m. Entries with program number, 
post position, jockey, trainer, and morning-line odds.

1ST (1:00) PAUL R. fOUT H. 2 1/16 mILES (HURDLE) 4&UP STAKES 
PURSE: $70,000
1  1 Dynaski .....................Buchanan P .......... Voss Thomas H .......5-2
2  2 Fra Diavolo (ARG) .....Mackenzie R ......... McKenna Kathy .....12-1
3  3 Arcadius ....................Miller F B Jr .......... Sheppard Jonathan ..4-1
4  4 Terpsichorean ............Hodsdon D ........... Sheppard Jonathan ..5-1
5  5 Tax Ruling .................Dowling W ........... Fogarty Desmond ....3-1
6  6 Lead Us Not ..............Aizpuru X ............. Sheppard Jonathan ..6-1
7  7 Northern Bay .............Young P J............. Fout P Douglas ......20-1
8  8 Zozimus ....................Petty J .................. Hendriks Richard ...15-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (1-3), Daily Double 

2ND (1:35) 6 fURLONGS fILLIES 2YO mDN CLm ($150,000) 
PURSE: $44,000
1  1 Whispered .................Velazquez J R ....... Hennig Mark ............4-1
2  2 Speckledbird .............Desormeaux K J ... Mott William I ..........2-1
3  3 Water of Life ..............Castellano J J ....... Pletcher Todd A .......5-2
4  4 Roman Chestnut .......Luzzi M J .............. Gyarmati Leah .......15-1
5  5 She Wears the Best ...Maragh R ............. Alexander Frank A ...5-1
6  6 Isn’t She Grand .........Dominguez R A .... Contessa Gary C ....12-1
7  7 Rock Star Royalty ......Castanon J L ........ Brown Bruce R ........6-1
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (2-4) Pick 4 Races 
(2-5), Daily Double 

3RD (2:08) P. G. JOHNSON S. 1 1/16 mILES (TURf) fILLIES 2YO 
PURSE: $70,000
1  1 I Do That ...................Studart M ............. Ubillo Rodrigo A  ...20-1
2  2 Lucky to Be Me .........Dominguez R A .... Shuman Mark ..........6-1
3  3 Tapitsfly .....................Albarado R J ........ Romans Dale ...........6-1
4  4 Mehndi ......................Lezcano J ............. Phipps William ........4-1
5  5 Write When Ready ....Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd A .....10-1
6  6 Maddie’s Odyssey .....Garcia Alan ........... Mogge Wayne D ....12-1
7  7 Lisa’s Kitten ...............Leparoux J R ........ Maker Michael J ......5-1
8  8 Beautiful Song ...........Castellano J J ....... Arnold George R II ..8-1
9  9 Smart Seattle .............Rose J .................. Motion H Graham ....5-2
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (3-5), Daily Double 

4TH (2:41) 1 1/8 mILES 3&UP ALLOW OC ($100,000) PURSE: $68,000
1  3 National Pride ............Coa E M ............... McLaughlin Kiaran ..3-1
1A 7 Etched .......................Garcia Alan ........... McLaughlin Kiaran ..3-1
2  1 Famous Patriot ..........Castellano J J ....... Hills Timothy A ........8-1
3  2 Mint Lane ..................Velazquez J R ....... Jerkens James A .....7-2
4  4 Giant Chieftan ............Prado E S ............. Hough Stanley M .....8-1
5  5 Dr. Pleasure ...............Leparoux J R ........ Ward John T Jr........5-2
6  6 True Resurgence .......Dominguez R A .... Terranova John......12-1
7  8 Timber Reserve .........Desormeaux K J ... Kimmel John C ........4-1
A-Coupled: National Pride and Etched
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (4-6), Daily Double 

5TH (3:15) 5 1/2 fURLONGS fILLIES 2YO mAIDEN PURSE: $55,000
1  1 Ennis Lady .................Leparoux J R ........ Trombetta Mike J.....6-1
2  2 Restless Song ...........Theriot H J II ........ Lukas D Wayne .....20-1
3  3 Cast Call ....................Prado E S ............. Harty Eoin ...............8-1
4  4 Capitalism At Risk .....Desormeaux K J ... Violette, Jr. R A........9-2
5  5 Dattt Echo .................Lezcano J ............. Hennig Mark ..........12-1
6  6 Happy Week ..............Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd A .......4-1
7  7 Victoria Lynn .............Espinoza J L ......... Friedman Mitchell ..20-1
8  8 How Far to Heaven ....Maragh R ............. Martin Carlos F ......12-1
9  9 Stormandaprayer ......Castellano J J ....... Toner James J .........3-1
10  10 Strike It Rich .............Dominguez R A .... Clement Christophe ....8-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (5-7), Pick 6 Races (5-10) 
Daily Double 

6TH (3:49) 1 mILE (INNER TURf) f&m 3&UP ALLOW OC ($50,000) 
PURSE: $55,000
1  8 Grassy Nellie .............Leparoux J R ........ Kenneally Eddie .....12-1
1A MTO Multipass ..................Leparoux J R ........ Kenneally Eddie .....12-1
2  1 Striking Dancer .........Albarado R J ........ McPeek Ken ............5-1
3  2 Meriwether Jessica ...Velasquez C .......... Rice Linda ...............4-1
4  3 Cagey Girl ..................Luzzi M J .............. Duggan David P ....10-1
5  4 Forest Trail ................Castellano J J ....... McGaughey III C R ..6-1
6  5 Kiawah Cat ................Maragh R ............. Mott William I ..........3-1
7  6 Southern Charmer .....Velazquez J R ....... Benzel Seth ...........20-1
8  7 Kristi With a K ...........Dominguez R A .... Tagg Barclay ............9-2
9  9 Survived ....................Migliore R ............ Contessa Gary C ....15-1
10  10 Follow My Dream ......Theriot H J II ........ O’Brien Colum .......30-1
11  AE Roll the Di .................Prado E S ............. Ritvo Timothy ........20-1
A-Coupled: Grassy Nellie and Multipass
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (6-8), Grand Slam Races (6-9)  
Daily Double 

7TH (4:23) 5 1/2 fURLONGS (TURf) fILLIES 2YO mDN CLm ($75,000) 
PURSE: $35,000
1  8 In Te Domine .............Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda ...............3-1
1A 10 Eager Leader .............Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda ...............3-1
2  1 Never Dream .............Coa E M ............... Toner James J .......10-1
3  2 Angel’s Cove ..............Rose J .................. Motion H Graham ....9-2
4  3 Flower Exchange .......Bridgmohan S X ... Asmussen Steve ......4-1
5  4 Tickle Monster ...........Maragh R ............. Ritvo Timothy ........12-1
6  5 Mrs. Stroud ...............Prado E S ............. Sciacca Gary .........12-1
7  6 Crossfirehurricane .....Albarado R J ........ Werner Ronny .......15-1
8  7 Christmas Trip ...........Luzzi M J .............. Hough Stanley M .....8-1
9  9 Simmy .......................Dominguez R A .... Violette, Jr. R A........5-1
10  AE Raise the Kitty ...........Desormeaux K J ... Pletcher Todd A .......5-2
A-Coupled: In Te Domine and Eager Leader
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (7-9), Pick 4 Races (7-10)  
Daily Double 

8TH (4:57) RISKAVERSE H. 1 mILE (INNER TURf) fILLIES 3YO 
PURSE: $70,000
1  1 Miss Catalyst .............Castellano J J ....... Pletcher Todd A .......7-2
2  2 Missunitednations .....Coa E M ............... Reid Robert E Jr ....20-1
3  3 Pretty Prolific ............Albarado R J ........ Baker James E .........5-1
4  4 Fast Tigress ...............Desormeaux K J ... Kimmel John C ........6-1
5  5 Perfect for You ..........Bridgmohan S X ... Arnold George R ....20-1
6  6 Afternoon Stroll .........Theriot H J II ........ Hamm Timothy......10-1
7  7 Complicity .................Leparoux J R ........ Maker Michael J ....12-1
8  8 Bluegrass Princess ....Velazquez J R ....... McLaughlin Kiaran ..3-1
9  9 Silver Reunion ...........Dominguez R A .... Motion H Graham ..12-1
10  10 Gemswick Park .........Garcia Alan ........... Albertrani Thomas ...8-1
11  AE Precision Farming .....Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda .............12-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (8-10), Daily Double 

9TH (5:31) 5 1/2 fURLONGS (TURf) f&m 3&UP mAIDEN PURSE: $50,000
1  1 Cherry On the Top .....Lezcano J ............. Cibelli Jane ............10-1
2  2 West Ocean ...............Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd A .......3-1
3  3 Successful Friend ......Castellano J J ....... Lobo Paulo H ..........6-1
4  4 True Zip .....................Rose J .................. Motion H Graham ..15-1
5  5 Green Pond ...............Desormeaux K J ... McPeek Ken ..........15-1
6  6 Out Post ....................Coa E M ............... Goldberg Alan E ......7-2
7  7 Southern Dynasty ......Albarado R J ........ Werner Ronny .........6-1
8  8 Ride On Josephine ....Prado E S ............. Romans Dale ...........9-2
9  9 She’s Above Da Law ..Maragh R ............. Peitz Daniel C ........12-1
10  AE Dixie Pixie .................Leparoux J R ........ Arnold George R ....12-1
11  MTO Proudtobyourfriend ...Dominguez R A .... Trombetta Mike  ......5-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Daily Double 

10TH (6:04) 1 1/16 mILES (INNER TURf) f&m 3&UP CLAImING ($35,000) 
PURSE: $32,000
1  1 Possessive ................Maragh R ............. Hennig Mark ............4-1
2  2 Kevazinga ..................Leparoux J R ........ Duggan David P ......8-1
3  3 My Dear Annie ...........Velazquez J R ....... Donk David ............10-1
4  4 McVictory ..................Velasquez C .......... Barbara Robert ........6-1
5  5 Red Hot Bullet ...........Desormeaux K J ... Jolley Leroy .............5-1
6  6 Fourth Chapter ..........Castellano J J ....... Iselin James H .........8-1
7  7 Eastern Prime ............Migliore R ............ Contessa Gary C ....15-1
8  8 Wheels Up .................Lezcano J ............. Ubillo Rodrigo A ....30-1
9  9 Platinumplus .............Dominguez R A .... Tagg Barclay ............2-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10) Wagers

  thursday’s Saratoga entrieS

Rt 29 East 
7 Miles from Saratoga

518-507-6174
7-6 Mon-Sat
8-4 Sunday

Now a real 
New York Deli
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Where Players Win.
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transfer of funds to and from your bank account. See website for offer details. Persons under 18 are not 
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summer at 
The Spa.
Bet  Saratoga  at TwinSpires.com

They call it The Spa. And The Graveyard of Favorites. But 

TwinSpires.com is calling it home all summer long. Get in on all the 

exciting summer racing meet action at Saratoga July 29th- September 7th. And enjoy 
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TwinSpiresMobile that TwinSpires.com has to offer. Pamper your pockets this summer.
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Whether you convert your 
flat horse or have us find you a 
prospect, we are THE choice for 
winning jump races. 

   Training facility includes:

 

KINGFISHER 
FARM

WE WANT YOU
to own a steeplechase horse

Not surprisingly, Rachel Alexan-
dra was installed as the 1-2 morning-
line favorite when entries were drawn 
Wednesday morning for Saturday’s 
Woodward (Gr. I), and fittingly, the first 
name drawn in the entry process was 
the queen herself.

Rachel Alexandra, with jockey Cal-
vin Borel at the controls, drew post 3 in 
the eight-horse field. The rest of the run-
ners, from the rail out, with riders and 
odds: Da’ Tara (Jose Lezcano, 12-1), 
Bullsbay (Jeremy Rose, 6-1), Cool Coal 
Man (John Velazquez, 12-1), Macho 
Again (Robby Albarado, 8-1), It’s A 
Bird (Julien Leparoux, 10-1), Asiatic 
Boy (Alan Garcia, 10-1) and Past The 
Point (Edgar Prado, 15-1).

The Bob LaPenta-owned Da’ Tara 
and Cool Coal Man, trained by Nick 
Zito, are coupled in the wagering.

Under the conditions of the 9-furlong 
Woodward, the Steve Asmussen-trained 
Rachel Alexandra will receive both a 
sex allowance (three pounds) and age 
allowance (five pounds), and will car-
ry 118 in her first foray against older 
males. The other runners tote 126.

No female has won the Woodward 
in its past 55 runnings, although several 
have come close. According to research 
from historian Allan Carter of the Na-
tional Museum of Racing and Hall of 
Fame, the only 3-year-old filly to tackle 
the Woodward was Summer Guest who 
finished second to entrymate Key To 
The Mint in 1972. Among the older fil-
lies and mares to run in the Woodward 
– Shuvee, Relaxing and Lady’s Secret – 
Lady’s Secret had the best finish as the 
runner-up in 1986.

After the post position draw in the 
paddock, Barbara Banke, who is mar-
ried to Rachel Alexandra’s majority 
owner, Jess Jackson, stood apart from 
the media buzzing around Borel and As-
mussen assistant Scott Blasi. 

Banke reflected on the similarities be-
tween the “Rachel Experience” and that 
of the now-retired Curlin, who won last 
year’s Woodward for Jackson and As-
mussen en route to his second Horse of 
the Year title.

“Consistency. Reliability. Extreme 
excitement and great performances on 
behalf of Rachel and Curlin. Those are 

the similarities,” Banke said. “Although 
I think Rachel has more fans from out-
side of the racing industry than Curlin 
did, so it’s fun to see that.”

Trainer Graham Motion looks for a 
Whitney/Woodward sweep with Bulls-
bay, the second choice in the morning 
line at odds of 6-1. The double was last 
accomplished by Lawyer Ron in 2007.

It’s not as if Motion is straining at 
the bit to take on Rachel Alexandra, 
but after his 5-year-old upset the Whit-
ney field Aug. 8 the horse was training 
so well the trainer wasn’t going to call 
an audible when it was announced Aug. 
24 that Rachel Alexandra’s next dance 

would come in the Woodward.
“After I won the Whitney, I was 

asked the next day if I would run if Ra-
chel was running, and I said, ‘probably 
not.’ But in the ensuing weeks, the horse 
was just doing so well,” Motion said. 
“I pretty much made my mind up that 
I was going to point for that race. The 
fact they decided two weeks later to go 
for it wasn’t going to let it change things 
for me. It just doesn’t make sense. He’s 
doing great, and just won the biggest 
race of his life on this racetrack. The 
alternative is to wait a month [for the 

Tod Marks
Rachel Alexandra goes back in the starting gate Saturday.

3’s a charm
Heavily favored Rachel Alexandra 
to meet seven in Woodward test

BY KAREN M. JoHNSoN SARAToGA NEWS RoUNdUP

See news page 43 
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In the heart of Virginia Hunt Country. 
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Jockey Club Gold Cup] and who knows how he will be doing 
in a month.”

For Kiaran McLaughlin, the trainer of Asiatic Boy, the 
Woodward is an opportunity to get the 6-year-old back on 
track after a fever and mucous necessitated his scratch from 
the Whitney. McLaughlin admitted he hemmed and hawed 
about facing Rachel Alexandra and had even considered go-
ing to Del Mar for the $1 million Pacific Classic Sept. 6 to 
duck the filly. Ultimately, he decided to keep Asiatic Boy, 
earner of more than $3 million, in Saratoga.

“It could have gone two ways, weighing the pros and cons,” 
McLaughlin said. “It was a long trip to Del Mar, leaving from 
Newburgh, stopping in Kentucky, and going to L.A., and hav-
ing to van to San Diego. It was a long trip to a surface that we 
hadn’t even run on. It just made more sense to stay here.

“Back to the old story, you never duck just one horse.  
What if she gets a cough and scratches?”

The Woodward will be run as race 10 on a 12-race card 
with a post time of 5:52 p.m. The race will be televised on 
MSG Plus at 5 p.m. The Horse Racing Radio Network will 
provide coverage of the Woodward and the Forego, on the 
undercard, between 5 and 6 p.m.

• Commentator, who won the Whitney in 2005 and 2008, 
was retired after finishing third in this year’s running. The 
8-year-old, however, will make one more appearance at Sara-
toga before heading to Kentucky for his retirement.

On Sunday, the New York Racing Association will name 
the fifth race in honor of Commentator who will appear in 
the paddock and parade in front of the stands before enter-
ing the winner’s circle for his mint-flavored key to the city of 
Saratoga Springs.

Since the Whitney, Commentator has been seen several 
times on the Oklahoma training track for some light exer-
cise.

Nick Zito, who trained Commentator for Tracy Farmer, 
said if the gelding didn’t get out of the stall and around the 
track, he would be feeling too good for his Sunday duties.

“He’ll think he is running, anyway,” Zito said.

 • Hall of Fame jockey Ismael “Milo” Valenzuela died ear-
ly Wednesday morning at his home in Arcadia, Calif. after a 
long illness. He was 74.

Diana Valenzuela said her father, who had been hospital-
ized recently, was surrounded by his children, grandchildren 
and other family members when he died. Funeral arrange-
ments have not been finalized.

Valenzuela was born in McNary, Texas in 1934. He rode 
from 1951 through 1980, winning 2,545 races and earning 
purse money of $20,122,760. He was the regular rider of Kel-
so, with whom he won 22 of 35 races, including 19 stakes. 
Valenzuela won the Kentucky Derby and Preakness in 1958 
and 1968.

In 2008, Valenzuela was elected to the Hall of Fame by the 
Historic Review Committee. Valenzuela, the third of 22 chil-
dren, was competing in match races before he was 10 years 
old and gained experience riding Quarter Horses before mov-
ing to Thoroughbreds. 

• Saratoga jockeys will be at Impressions at 368 Broadway 
Saturday to sign autographs and meet fans to raise money for 
injured jockeys Michael Straight and Rene Douglas. 

The session begins at 7:30 p.m. and will include Edgar Pra-
do, Alan Garcia, Mike Luzzi, Kent Desormeaux, Calvin Borel 
and Rajiv Maragh  (though the lineup is subject to change). 
Each jockey will be available to autograph a photo for $10. 
Photos are provided. All proceeds will be donated to a fund 
to support local jockey Michael Straight and 1996 Belmont 
Stakes winning jockey Rene Douglas. Both were critically in-
jured this year while riding at Arlington Park.

Impressions will also hold a raffle for a T-shirt autographed 
by every jockey who has attended these events.  Tickets are 
available every day at the front counter of the store or at the 
autographing table. The winner will be announced at the end 
of this final session for 2009. Proceeds from this raffle will be 
donated to the Race Track Chaplaincy.

There will be a silent auction for a one of a kind framed 
print of local equine hero, Funny Cide. The print is a limited 
edition by artist Nick Martinez and is autographed by Funny 
Cide’s trainer, owners and breeders. It will also be personal-
ized by jockey Jose Santos once the winner is determined. The 
frame was constructed by Mike DeSano  of wood from Funny 
Cide’s stall at Saratoga.

News –
 Continued from page 42
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Lengths Ahead of the Field
Engel Law Offices 

is a full service law office 
willing to serve your legal needs 
in the following practice areas:

Engel Law Offices
1104 Middleline Road, 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-490-1770 
www.engelatty.com

• Estate Planning
• Business Development

• Civil Litigation
• Criminal Defense/Traffic/DWI

• Equine Law
Please contact us with your legal questions

Need New Options
for Your Horse?

Doug Fout Racing Stable
Flat and Steeplechase Training

Superb training facility in Virginia
Competitive day rates

pdfout@verizon.net

Fout’s Dark Equation 
wins the New York 
Turf Writers Cup  
in 2008

There have been plenty of wistful-
sounding names for Thoroughbreds: 
think Lost Dream, Missing Shirley, and 
Memories Of Pam. 

But the most wistful name of all has 
to be Bye Union Ave. Bye Union Ave 
ran in the early 1990s. I don’t remem-
ber a thing about his record, but I have 
never forgotten the name. I think of it 
every year when my family and I leave 
Saratoga.  I like to imagine the person 
who named him felt the same longing 
that I, and thousands of others have, as 
we walk or drive down Union Avenue 
one last time before leaving town for 
another year.

I’ve been visiting the Spa with my 
husband every year since 1990 and I 
have yet to reach the point where it’s 
easy to leave the place.  Guidebooks 
can be found for nearly everything 
about Saratoga: how to handicap the 
races, where to eat, where to shop, but 
no book yet exists on how to leave the 
place with your heart intact. 

If only leaving were as easy as arriv-
ing. Back before my husband and I had 
kids, we made the trip from our home 
in Maryland by air. It was great.  We 
would arrive at Albany Airport, walk 
across the parking lot, get in the rental 
car, and hightail it up the Northway in 
time for the first post.

The downside of traveling by air was 
the return trip. In order to squeeze in as 
much time at the track as possible, we 

would always schedule our return flight 
for early Monday morning. Leaving 
Saratoga meant driving out Union Av-
enue in the pre-dawn hours, right past 
the racetrack, to get on the Northway.

In the near-darkness, the track was 
already awake. Beyond the fencing and 
the mounds of red and white impatiens, 
we could see horses being walked be-
neath the trees. Maybe we’d see a horse 
going through its morning work. The 
gathering energy at the track served only 
to remind us that we would be missing a 
glorious day at the Spa.   

Now that we have two more racing 
fans in the family (twin boys), we drive 
to Saratoga. 

The trip takes longer, but we can bring 
more stuff, which counts for a lot when 
you have kids. What’s more, the trip to 
Saratoga, repeated year after year, has 
become wonderfully ritualistic. 

We’ve learned to look for one famil-
iar landmark after another. There’s the 
service plaza on the Thruway where my 
sons, eating Roy Rogers chicken, as-
sured me, “It’s not as bad as you think.” 
There’s the hotel where we once stayed in 
Newburgh – and on and on northward 
until the gentler terrain of the Catskills 

gueSt cOLuMN
By Betsy Kuhn

Bye union ave more than a name

Tod Marks
The sun is setting on the 2009 season, but it isn’t over just yet.See kuhn page 45
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Only a few are able to enjoy Saratoga in the morning. Sovereign Stable invites 
you to join our team for a morning. Call to schedule an appointment.

Ten winners from 58 starters (17 percent) at Saratoga in the past six seasons. 
Two seconds and a third in three starts at Saratoga this summer.

If you are interested in owning a share in a Thoroughbred, come out and feel the sport for yourself.  
Join us for a morning you will never forget. 

Still summer, but bring a jacket

Susan Svoboda
homesfromsusan.com

518-871-9040
homesfromsusan@gmail.com

125 Virginia Place, Saratoga Springs
Enjoy sitting on the covered porch of this 
center hall colonial offering a great floor 
plan with den and family room. 2 car ga-
rage, full basement and a large lot, great 
neighborhood! Offered at $298,000

121 Burgoyne Road, Schuylerville 
Bring your horses! Own a piece of history 
with this gracious circa 1810 Center Hall 
Colonial. 12 acres of tranquility with  post 
& beam out building and heated in-ground 
pool. Offered at $517,000

BARBARO:  
BEYOND BROKENNESS 

Finishing Line Press,  
PO Box 1626, 

Georgetown, KY 40324. 

www.finishinglinepress.com

Antiques

GLENWOOD MANOR ANTIQUES

3 Floors
30 Dealers • 29th Year

Voted the best antique center in the North Country!
Corner of Quaker Rd (RT 254) & Glenwood Ave.

1 Mi. EAST OF EXIT 19
Open Daily Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-6

518-798-4747
glenwoodmanorantiques.com

Dark Tuesday Specials!

gives way to the more weather-beaten, jaggedy terrain 
of the Capital Region. Here the purple loosestrife and 
cattails seem to grow in more wild abundance, and 
the Adirondacks become a visible blue backdrop in 
the distance. 

Turning off the Northway at Exit 13, we tick off the 
milestones all the way into Saratoga: the Thorobred 
Motel, the smoke swirling from behind PJ’s Barbecue, 
the driving range, the Museum of Dance. And then, 
usually cheering, we reach the heart of Saratoga which 
always looks wonderfully familiar, give or take a few 
new stores and condominiums.  Arriving in Saratoga 
by car is wonderful.  

Leaving by car is hard. One minute you’re walking 
down Nelson Avenue at the end of the race day, ad-

miring the flower gardens and the beautifully-restored 
houses. The next minute you’re in the car, passing be-
yond the city limits to where the rest of the world that 
is not Saratoga waits to swallow you up. 

This year, as we drove south toward Albany, our 
annual trip to Saratoga at an end, my one son kept 
asking if we’d passed “the bridges” yet. He meant the 
Thaddeus Kosciusko Memorial Bridge, the twin red 
spans over the Mohawk River Barge Canal. “No,” I 
said several times, and he was relieved. Crossing the 
bridge, to him, meant we had officially left Saratoga, 
and, like me, he wasn’t ready. 

But I’m never ready to leave; that’s the thing. And 
yet, what would staying do?  

In the old days, when the meeting ended before La-
bor Day, I remember being at the track for the last 
weekend of racing. I could see signs of barns packing 
up, cases and trunks open and ready for the move. It 
was sad. It wasn’t just me leaving; it was everyone. 

A fellow who used to work at Sperry’s once de-

scribed the onset of fall in Saratoga: Labor Day ar-
rives, he said, and boom: as if on cue, the days turn 
chilly and the leaves change color. Even in August you 
see the occasional tree along the Northway showing 
splotches of red. Red! In August! 

There’s just no getting around it: summer has to 
end, the Saratoga race meeting has to come to a close, 
and we all have to simply move on with our lives. I 
have found the only way to leave Saratoga is to face 
forward, both physically and mentally, and keep driv-
ing. You can’t dwell on the fact that you’re leaving; 
you can’t allow yourself any wistfulness. You have 
to march on out of Paradise and trust that you’ll be 
back. 

Then you can say, with gratitude, Hello Union 
Ave.

Betsy Kuhn, who writes children’s books, edits The 
Saratoga Handicapper and other Progressive Handicapping 
publications.

Kuhn –
 Continued from page 44
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Vineyard Haven (Gr. l)
Zensational (Gr. l)

Go Go Shoot
Bustin Stones (Gr. l)
Macho Again (Gr. l)
Icabad Crane (Gr. l)

Awesome Gem (Gr. l placed)
Buddy’s Humor (Gr. III)

Dashing Debby
Little Nick

Forty Thieves
Sky Mystic

Ten Most Wanted (Gr. l)
Stately Character (Gr. I)
Hopeful Image (Gr. II)

Toccet (Gr. l)
Soto (Gr. ll)

Coach Jimi Lee (Gr. II)
Bella Bellucci (Gr. l)
Fagedaboudit Sal
Galloping Grocer
Mazhilla (Gr. lll)

Acey Deucey (Gr. l)
Moon Catcher (Gr. l)

CRUPI’S NEW CASTLE FARM
4625 N.W. 110th Avenue

Ocala, FL 34482-1833
Phone: (352) 840-5400

Cell: (352) 427-1600
Fax: (352) 840-0661

Contact Jim Crupi
1 (866) 313-5400

www.newcastlefarm.com

Linda Rice watched the replay of Ca-
nadian Ballet winning the Lena Spencer 
Wednesday and knew the answer before 
the question. 

“Dead even,” Rice said. “Even Monday. 
And back to even again. Dead even.”

Linda Rice knows the score. She and 
Todd Pletcher have broken away from 
Bill Mott, George Weaver, Barclay Tagg, 
Steve Asmussen and the rest of the train-
ers plying their trade in Saratoga. 

Tied at 16, Pletcher and Rice have 
used different guns to reach the same re-
sult. Pletcher saddled his 103rd starter of 
the meet Wednesday. Rice sent out her 
48th. Wildly, Pletcher picked up his 21st 
second of the meet Wednesday. Rice has 
two. Thursday, Pletcher has a chance to 
win six races; Rice naturally has three. 

“I looked at the entries and thought ‘I’m 
in trouble the next few days,’ ” Rice said. 
“He’s got lots of nice horses, but I can’t 
complain, it’s been a great meet, if it ended 
today, it’s been a great meet, I’m very hap-
py, I’d be crazy to be anything but.”

There’s the rub. In  anything com-
petitive, there’s a fine line between being 
content and being frustrated. Resting 
and yearning. Rice can feel content for 
getting this close or she can feel like this 
might be her only chance. Should she 
appreciate being tied or should she be 
thinking ‘when will this chance present 
itself again?’

“Maybe never. That’s the hard part. 
Who knows if I’ll ever get this close 
again, believe me, I consider that,” Rice 
said. “I try not to watch the races, I don’t 
want to sweat out every race whether 
Todd’s horse wins or not, that’s a bad 
omen and it’s not productive, I’ve got a 
big job on my plate and I have to focus 
on that, do something about things that 
I can affect.”

So far, Rice has affected her stable to 
16 wins, five stakes wins and a prepos-
terous 33 percent win clip. She has 50 
horses at Saratoga and like always has 
been lethal when the starting gate lines 
up on the backside on the turf (and we’re 
not talking about the rare three-turn turf 
races). Canadian Ballet wired a tough 
field going 5 1/2 furlongs on the turf in 
the Lena Spencer.

Rice trained Canadian Ballet’s sire, 
City Zip, to win the the Sanford, Sarato-
ga Special and Hopeful in 2001, only the 
fourth horse in history to sweep all three 
Saratoga 2-year-old stakes. He came 
back and won the Amsterdam in 2001. 
He was as tough as they came. Canadian 
Ballet is not far behind him.

“She’s small like her father, he had 
tremendous courage and try in him and 
she’s got all that,” Rice said. “He could 
get stopped three or four times in a race, 
Angel Cordero told me once, after City 
Zip was retired, ‘Linda, that is one of the 
very few horses that I’ve seen in all my 
life that could get started and stopped 
three or four times in a race and get up 
and go again.’ Put him on the heat of a 
21 and change, then take back, he was 
amazing. She has a lot of her daddy in 
her, just born into them, you can’t train 
that into them.”

Rice, 45, has been training horses 
nearly half her life, winning her first 
race in 1987. She became the first fe-
male trainer to win a Grade I stakes at 
Keeneland when Tenski won the Queen 
Elizabeth II in 1998. She won 79 races 
in New York last year. She would be the 
first female trainer to win the Saratoga 
training title.

“I’ve been doing this quite awhile, 
lots of times you wonder. You’ve got to 
enjoy the good times because there are 
certainly a lot of heartaches,” Rice said. 
“Last year, one of my favorite horses, 
a really promising filly, had to be put 
down before the meet, I thought she was 
the best 2-year-old I had since City Zip. 
This year, I had a nice horse founder in a 
foot, he was second in a Grade I, there’s 
a lot of heartache. Certainly enough bad 
along the way.”

Right now, it’s good. Rice enters ag-
gressively in normal circumstances and 
has her foot on the gas for the rest of the 
meet. The question is how much tank 
she has compared to Pletcher’s refinery. 
On Friday, he has seven horses entered. 
She has eight. Some are Main Track Only 
and others are on the Also Eligible List, 
but that’s better.

“Not as many as I would have liked, 
They’re not dead, or they wouldn’t be 
in, they have chances, some better than 
others, we’ll see,” Rice said. “Listen, 
winning is a lot more fun than losing, I 
don’t know if I’ll ever be this close again, 
it would be a thrill for a male or female 
to get that close. Todd, Billy Mott, Ki-
aran McLaughlin, they’ve got enough 
stock in their barn to maybe think they’ll 
do it again next year, I’d like to think it 
will open up some doors for me, maybe 
it’s an opportunity, maybe I’ll be closer 
again, I was tied for second a couple of 
years ago but it was a distant second.”

Rice has taken advantage of sweeping 
change. Five years ago, Pletcher dominat-
ed with 35 wins. Last year, McLaughlin 
won with 17 wins. This year, 100 trainers 
have at least one win at the meet. Sopho-
more trainer Tim Ice won the Travers. 
Shipper Steve Hobby won his first Grade 
I stakes when Telling upset the Sword 
Dancer. Pletcher and Rice are locked in 
the lead with 16 wins apiece. 

“It’s good for racing because there are 
a lot of people winning a lot of races, it 
makes it a much more competitive field, 
I think it’s better racing,” Rice said. 
“Todd’s a terrific trainer but when he’s 
4-5 in every race and he’s won 35 at the 
meet and the second leading trainer’s 
won 10, I don’t think it’s as interesting to 
the public and it’s probably not nearly as 
good a gambling race for NYRA either. 
The good horses are getting spread out. I 
think that helps. It’s good for racing.”

  cup OF cOFFee

By 
sean clancy

On the run
with Rice
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Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center is a state-of-the-art facility that houses the 
latest in technological equipment—designed to promote safe and rapid 
advancement for horses recovering from injury. We give your horse every 
chance to make a return to training. Plus we offer a variety of physical therapy 
options, allowing your horse to receive the care that benefi ts him the most. 

Our skilled staff is thoroughly trained and knowledgeable, with a passion 
for horses and the desire to see your horse return well rested, fi t and ready 
to perform.

Located at Maryland’s Fair Hill Training Center, we have access to 24 hour 
veterinary services and are within easy reach of all major vet clinics and 
racetracks of the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic regions.
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