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Andre Brewster was 12 years old the first time he came to 
Saratoga Race Course – a boy on a day away from summer 
camp – but he was with the right person.

“Mr. Ambrose Clark brought me here. I was at camp at 
Lake Oswego and he had a place near there. He brought 
me down for the day – it really hasn’t changed much, you 
know?”

Not at all – Brewster said that in the winner’s circle Thurs-
day after his mare Footlights upset the Grade I New York 
Turf Writers Cup steeplechase stakes. Clark won it in 1950 
with Gerrymander.

The lightest weight in the field at 133 pounds, Footlights 
took the lead on the backside the final time and kicked clear 

of favorite Mixed Up (carrying 162) on the turn. Still gallop-
ing in the stretch, she leapt over the last like a fresh horse to 
win by 11 1/2 lengths over Underbidder with The Looper 
third in 4:33.01 for the 2 3/8 miles. Mixed Up advanced to 
second behind the winner on the final turn before fading to 
fifth, beaten nearly 20 lengths.

Clark was a legendary owner and trainer of horses, and 
won dozens of important steeplechases including the 1933 
English Grand National with Kellsboro Jack (who actually 
raced in the name of his wife, Florence). Clark owned an 
estate in Cooperstown, a 400-acre farm in Westbury, Long 
Island known as Broad Hollow (where he hosted Thorough-
bred races) and another estate in Aiken, S.C.  Horses were his 

Lady First
Footlights KOs boys in Grade I steeplechase score

See turf writers page 4 

BY JOE and sEan CLanCY

Tod Marks

footlights (center) leads 
mixed Up (right)  and The 

Looper early in the Turf Writers.
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CALL FOR SPECIAL PRICING AND AN ADDITIONAL $500 OFF!

You Call. You Save.
It’s that simple.

Enjoy great savings with all of our Purchasing Partners.  
Call NTRA Purchasing toll-free to receive your savings or visit www.ntrapurchasing.com. 

(866) 678-4289
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and lawn jockeys.

“Editorial excellence is not a goal to be 
sought and one day acquired and then 
retired to the trophy case. It is instead an 
ambition which must be pursued each 
day, never ending, never totally achieved. 
That striving, that ambition is an essential 
part of our newspapers, a cornerstone 
of what we have been, what we are, and 
what we will be.”

– Lee Hills, Pulitzer Prize winner
Knight Ridder chief executive,  in 1974

Here & There at Saratoga

NEW FOR 2008 - STANDING ANDROMEDA’S HERO
Limited number of shares available

Backed by over 30 years 
in the Thoroughbred 
Industry.

•  Bloodstock services & 
management

• First class boarding
•  Top stallion facilities
• Legal services
• Equine insurance

Contact: Anya Sheckley

Worth Repeating
“Channing Hill.”

Name on the back of jump jockey Xavier Aizpuru’s 
helmet cover Thursday when he won the New York Turf Writers Cup. 

Hill’s having some meet.

“Wow, look at those show prices. There were a few bridge-jumpers out 
there.”

Trainer Kiaran mcLaughlin, after heavily favored Hesanoldsalt 
finished fourth in the five-horse fourth race, 

resulting in three healthy show prices.

“We had nothin’ and it cost $200.”
Rich Cristiano, on Saratoga dining prices

“He came up on my stable mail the other day – I don’t know why I put him 
there – but I’ve got to bet him, don’t I?”

mike Balfe, before Bar City won Thursday’s finale

fan at the horse crossing: “Are these the horses for the next race?”
NYRA employee at the horse crossing: “They better be or else we’re in a 
lot of trouble.”

“That’s the beauty of the sport, you take these chances, you have to make 
these split-second decisions, you go out with gameplans and, like every 
sport in the world, sometimes gameplans don’t fall into place, then you 
have to make decisions. Sometimes you make the right ones, sometimes 
you make the wrong ones. Today, it worked.”

Jockey Xavier Aizpuru, after winning the New York Turf Writers Cup

Word of the Day
Tannoy: A brand name of loudspeakers manufactured in England. The 
company was founded as Tulsemere Manufacturing Company in London in 
1926. The name is derived from the abbreviation of tantalum alloy, which 
was used in the making of loudspeakers.  In the United Kingdom, and in 
Saratoga (by U.K. natives at the track wondering if Tom Durkin said a cer-
tain thing “on the tannoy”) the term is often used generically to mean any 
loudspeaker system.

Take A Number
23: Picnic tables staff reporter Brian Nadeau saw when walking into the 
track outside the Union Avenue entrance at noon Thursday.
 
21: Available picnic tables.

0: Falls in seven steeplechase races at the meet.

Name of the Day
Seeing Clearly, fifth race. By Line In The Sand, out of Goggles. Unfortu-
nately we’re at the Spa and not the beach.

Weather
Today: Partly sunny. Cooler with high in the mid 70s.
Tonight: Mostly clear. Cooler with low in the lower 50s.
Saturday: Sunny. High in the mid 70s. At night, clear with low in the mid 40s.
Sunday: Sunny. High in the upper 70s.

Dave Harmon

fENCING. With footlights streaking away 
in the distance, the Turf Writers also-rans 
clear the last fence.
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 S Robert Scanlon
Training Center

Rags To Riches

 GRADED STAKES-WINNING GRADUATES RECEIVED 
EARLY TRAINING AT SCANLON TRAINING CENTER:

A eet Alex • Bernardini • Circle Of Life • Celtic Melody • Lion Heart 
Seattle Fitz • Master David • Artax  •  Sarava • Songandaprayer

Songster • Stevie Wonderboy • Texas Glitter • Unbridled’s Song
Whoopi Cat  •  Whywhywhy  •  Zavata

 David Scanlon
P.O. Box 599 Williston, FL 32696

P: (352) 528-2329 
F: (352) 528-2218

Robert Scanlon Training Center S

CLEARANCE SALE! Up to 50% off selected artwork, including original 
paintings, drawings and prints! Sale starts Sunday, August 26th

Cell:(732) 804-6454, Hotel:(518) 584-4000, Ext. 27106

Christine M. Cancelli

6th Annual Fine Sporting Art Exhibition
in the Whitney Room of the Saratoga Hotel, 534 Broadway, Saratoga Springs

August 4th - 30th • Daily: 9:00 AM - 6 PM

Ms. Cancelli in front of her “Travers Triptych: Bernardini, Bluegrass Cat, Dr. Pleasure and Hesanoldsalt” 

passion, and Brewster remembered the day at Sara-
toga well.

“He had winners all over the place,” Brewster said. 
“He had a bookmaker with him in the box and would 
bet all the way around with changing odds. It was 
something to see.”

Master of the Meadowbrook Hounds foxhunting 
club in the 1920s, Clark is honored with a National 
Steeplechase Association award given to an individual 
who has done the most to “promote, improve and en-
courage the growth and welfare of American steeple-
chasing.”

Footlights might be a candidate if she keeps doing 
things like she’s done at Saratoga this year.

Opening Week, the 7-year-old won a $68,000 al-
lowance hurdle at 22-1 for trainer Roger Horgan and 
jockey Xavier Aizpuru. Yesterday, she became a Grade 
I winner – knocking off six geldings and another mare 
in the $160,800 race. She joined Life’s Illusion (1975) 
as a female winner of the Turf Writers and improved 
to 5-for-13 over jumps with $209,498 earned for Ar-
cadia Stable (a long-standing partnership of Mary-
landers Brewster, Skip Cochran and Minnie Watriss).

And – other than the prophetic visit with Clark de-
cades ago – it was all so unlikely.

“We were going to run her Wednesday and she got 
written out of the race,” said Brewster. “And we were 
talking last night about whether to run or not because 
we were afraid of the ground. It’s wonderful. What a 
great mare.”

Saratoga’s steeplechase program does not include 
restricted filly/mare races, and there is a limited sched-
ule the rest of the year. Purchased out of flat train-
er John Hennig’s stable, Footlights has won stakes 
against her gender, and has tried open company with 
little success – until Saratoga 2007. 

In the Turf Writers, she found a forward position 
among the group following early leader Preemptive 

Strike. The latter opened 20 lengths on the field early, 
but jumped erratically and never found a rhythm. As 
the field passed the wire with 7 furlongs to run, Aiz-
puru moved Footlights into the three path and she 
responded by advancing to second behind the leader 
before the eighth fence. Preemptive Strike rattled that 
one, handing the baton to Footlights. Between fences 
on the backstretch, she assumed command and set sail 
for the finish. Mixed Up gave brief chase, but faltered 
and the others never threatened.

“She just felt so fantastic out there,” Aizpuru said. 
“She was so comfortable, she jumped, things were go-
ing on around her and she never once changed any-
thing, she was so focused and controlled about what 
she was doing. I was worried that I got to the front 
too early going to the second to last, but at that point, 
carrying 133 pounds, I said to myself, ‘I’ve got to send 

her home and make these others catch her.’ From the 
second to last, that was the my one and only plan, if 
I get caught, I can hold my hands up and say, ‘shoot 
me.’ ”

From the boxes, Brewster put his hand to his hol-
ster while riding along with Aizpuru.

“I was getting awfully excited and thought maybe 
it was a little soon but I knew she had a lot of stay 
to her and she was getting all that weight,” said the 
owner. “He really used that to his advantage, it was a 
wonderful ride.”

Horgan agreed. 
“I guess weight is a big factor but jumping is the 

name of the game and Xav made all right decisions, 
when a guy is riding well, when they’re in the groove 
. . . he’s in the groove,” Horgan said. “We came up 

Turf Writers –
 Continued from page 1

See turf writers page 6

Tod Marks
Xavier Aizpuru looks for competition as footlights draws off from the field in the stretch.
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71 Railroad Place - Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
Bus: 518 580.4000 - Fax: 518 580.0012

Equine Property Division - Residential Property Division - Commercial Property Division

Over 38 Professional Real Estate Agents Serving Upstate New York from Albany to the Adirondacks

www.EmpireHomeRealty.com

Exceptional property for
thoroughbred breeding farm, riding
academy, training stables or large
equine veterinary clinic that is 8
mins. to track. A 22 box stall barn
with 2 foaling stalls, heated operating
room, attached 2BR tenant home.
Over one mile of road frontage with
amazing views.

130 Acre Farm Schuylerville
Offered at $1,695,000

7-Units in Saratoga Springs
Offered at $549,000

Equine Training Facility
Equine Breeding Facility

Great cash flow positive seven-unit
investment property located walking
distance to Broadway. Seven unit
3,624 sq ft property along with a
cottage. Located on 212 Regent
Street (Walk to Broadway!)

Build Your
Equestrian Farm

100 Acres Fort Edward
Offered at $389,000

Exceptional 100 acres with 910 feet of
road frontage. Plush pastures and
beautiful views of Vermont and the
Adirondacks. Build your dream
Equestrian farm amongst the others.

New Construction! Broadalbin
Offered at $299,000 (20 mins to Saratoga)

Kinowski Builders offers a 2160 sqft,
3 bdrm/2.5 bath full of upgrades!
Open concept, vaulted ceilings,
granite counter tops, master suite
with Jacuzzi tub.

Saratoga Springs (Nelson Ave)

Beautiful 5 BR, 4 BA custom built
home. Large country kitchen,
hardwood floors, ceramic tile in all
baths, master bath with garden tub
and shower. Sun deck overlooking
pond and a 3 car garage.

Saratoga Springs Walk to Track
Offered at $449,000

Includes a 1,800 sq ft home and
separate cottage both completely
renovated walking distance to track!
Granite countertops, new furnace,
enclosed porch, deluxe bathroom, hrd
wd flrs, new electrical and stainless
steel appliances.

Ca
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!
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Eric Eckardt
Principal Broker

Wilton Custom Home
Offered at $539,000

Over 2,000 prime acres overlooking Sacandaga Lake and
bordering the Adirondack Parks. Potential 230 plus subdivision
opportunity (8.5 acre lots; Rural Use) upon formal site approval
from Adirondack Park Agency and Town of Hadley (Saratoga
County). Present all offers!

Sacandaga Lake
2,041.35 PRIME ACRES

Sacandaga Lake Treasure
Attention All Developer and Resort Owners

25 Acre Training Facility - Wilton
Reduced to $849,000 (Exit 16)

Equine Training Facility

Outstanding Equine training
facility for standardbreds,
thoroughbreds and polo ponies.
3 separate bards totaling 45
stalls with rubber mats. 120 x
72 indoor arena with excellent
footing and lighting..

Saratoga Condo
Offered at $299,000

Easy living in the heart of
Saratoga Springs. . .Bordering
SPAC Golf Course. Spacious 2
BR ground floor unit with
gourmet kitchen w/stainless steel
appliances, gas fireplace, h/w
flrs, ceramic tiles, and oversized
bedrooms.

Saratoga Springs
Offered at $329,000

Potential home based business
or home in a highly visible
location. Half an acre with new
furnace, windows, new 200 amp
service, hot water tank, freshly
painted, new carpets, and close
to everything! Zoned UR-2.

Wilton
Offered at $215,900

Absolutely adorable cottage
style cottage home with 3 BR,
1.5 BA, hardwood floors, walk in
closets, new stainless steel
range, ceramic tile and much
more. Perennial gardens
bordering forever wild back yard!
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Luxury Home
By Owner

Suburban Mansion
8100 sq. ft., 9.5 acres, 8 BR, 4 BA, 3car Garage, 

Sauna, Spa, Private Tennis Court, Pool.
Near Albany, Saratoga, and winter sports.

Instant Equity Opportunity.

Bids Start at 

$574,500
Open House – Inspection

10:00-6:00 Sat/Sun 9/8 & 9/9
Home Sold Sunday Night 9/9 to Highest & Best Bidder

(Acceptable to Seller)
Call Owner @ (704) 430-6217

NyLuxHome4sale.com
24-HR info 800-865-1239 ext. 510 • 100% Financing Possible

A Saratoga tradition since 1930
Family Owned and Operated for 27 Years!
30½ Caroline Street, Saratoga Springs

518-584-9618
www.sperrysofsaratoga.com

For the best in seafood and pasta...
✜  Maryland Crab Cakes ✜  Fresh Pasta

✜  Soft Shell Crabs in Season

aa OPEN DAILY

Come Visit Us In Our “Winner’s Circle” Garden 
Where You Can Meet Current Friends & Make New Ones!

Dinner: 5:30 -10pm
Bar : 11:30 to Closing

LIVE MUSIC Fridays and Sundays

with a plan to make use of the weight 
when Xav came out it was like he had 
a bug in our ear listening to us, because 
he had exactly the same gameplan and 
he executed it with perfection. Jumping 
and weight wins it.”

Without a change to the allowance 
conditions at the start of the meet, Foot-
lights wouldn’t even be in Saratoga. To 
attract bigger fields, steeplechase allow-
ance conditions included filly and mare 
races, which made Footlights eligible for 
the non-winners-of-one other-than con-
dition. Jack Fisher, who handed Foot-
lights to Horgan for the summer, was 
about to turn out the rugged daughter 
of Pleasant Tap when he looked at the 
conditions and the weight allowances. 
Footlights carried 140 pounds in her al-
lowance win, dropped seven pounds for 
the Turf Writers and left Saratoga as the 
only dual steeplechase winner.

“If she doesn’t run here, she’s got to 
wait until Far Hills (in October) and 
run against Sweet Shani, who ran well 
in the A.P. Smithwick, at equal weights. 
She’s getting all this weight today, we’re 
going to take a shot,” Fisher said. “She’s 
done everything right, she beat Divine 
Fortune who went on to crush them the 
next time. There’s a time to take a shot 
and it’s when you’re getting the weight. 
Over the years, (timber champion) Sa-
luter gave 30 pounds to a horse who 
was a maiden and he barely beat him. 
It’s why (stakes horses) Good Night 

Shirt is not here and it’s why Paradise’s 
Boss is not here, I hate giving away that 
much weight.”

Footlights took full advantage of the 
weight spread but a horse doesn’t win 
the Turf Writers by 11 1/2 lengths, sim-
ply because she’s getting weight. She was 
the most rested of any horse in the race, 
coming off the July 26 allowance – and 
that helped. But the biggest factor . . . she 
jumped flawlessly, ran gamely and never 
flinched in a mistake-free performance.

“She’s incredible, so game and so 
tough, she just didn’t care about any-
one or anything. All I cared about really 
was having a smooth trip and giving her 
some sort of shot at the end of the race 
to let her do her stuff, she knocked the 
socks off of me,” Aizpuru said. “After 
the race, she was tired, she was in a 
tough race, but you could tell she was 
pretty pleased with herself. On the way 
back, I really wanted to take my time 
and give her a chance to get her breath 
back and kind of savor the moment. 
We got out on the dirt and I turned her 
to come back, she just picked up and 
took off. I think I was the first one back, 
that’s what she wanted to do.”

As he exited the Saratoga trustees 
room, Brewster reached into his coat 
pocket. Deliberately, he opened a leath-
er billfold. Amid the credit cards, Mary-
land driver’s license and other assorted 
items he pulled out a NYRA mutuel 
ticket – $100 to win on Footlights and 
now worth $900.

“Icing, just icing,” he said while 
headed toward the window.

Ambrose Clark would have been 
proud.

Turf Writers –
 Continued from page 4

Tod Marks
Owners Andre and Nancy Brewster wait for their mare to return to the winner’s circle.

Antiquarian 
Booksellers

Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

Fine books and old prints bought and sold
Appraisals, collections and 
entire libraries purchased.

We have 85,000 books and old prints
stabled in nine adjoining stalls, all sound and 
ready to be claimed. Many classic handicap 

stars. Specializing in books on the history of 
Thoroughbred racing and breeding.

John J. DeMarco and Janice R. DeMarco
7-9 Phila Street • Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

518-584-8779  •  518-584-6815 (fax)
lballad@nycap.rr.com  
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Food and Wine 
and All that Jazz!
Sunday, August 26th 2-5pm

Join us on the terrace 
overlooking beautiful Lake

George for a special afternoon
of food, wine and live Jazz.

Lakeside Gourmet Dining and Inn

Escape Packages Available!
★★★★ Times-Union Rating!

Gourmet Dining & Inn

�e Lake George Region’s Finest
Dining Experience — Lakeside.

3178 Lakeshore Drive, Lake George, NY 
Reservations suggested.  518-668-5928
Dinner served Tues.-Sun. from 5:30pm

est Rating!

Lake George’s 
�nest dining 
experience – 

lakeside.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30

1ST. 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. 3&UP. CLm 35,000. PURSE $32,000.
1 Mt. Orient Gomez G K 11.60 6.30 5.00
5 Delta Park Dominguez R A  4.70 4.10
4 Good Looking Out Rojas R I   11.40
Finish Time: 1:42.49

Trainer: Georgre Weaver. Owner: Edgewood Farm.
Dk.B./Br.g.3 Orientate-Bonnie Byerly, Dayjur.

Bred by Longleaf Pine Farm (KY).
$2 Exacta 1-5 Paid $46.80; $2 Trifecta 1-5-4 Paid $590.00; $2 Superfecta 
1-5-4-7 Paid $1,704.00

2ND. 5 1/2 fURLONGS. fILLIES. 2YO. mDN CLm 100,000. PURSE $41,000.
8 D J Lightning Prado E S 9.00 4.40 3.90
3 Golden Leigh Velasquez C  6.10 4.40
7 Elle Society Bridgmohan S X   6.90
Finish Time: 1:04.58

Trainer: Rick Violette. Owner: West Point Stable & Donald Brooks.
Dk.B./Br.f.2 Doneraile Court-Cozy Lady, Grindstone.

Bred by Ernie Kuehne (KY).
$2 Exacta 8-3 Paid $36.40; $2 Quinella 3-8 Paid $21.40; $2 Trifecta 8-3-7 
Paid $411.00; $2 Daily Double (1-8) Paid $41.80

3RD. 1 1/8 mILES. 4&UP. AOC 100,000. PURSE $77,420.
4 Sleek John Coa E M 53.00 15.60 16.60
2 Nkosi Reigns Gomez G K  7.10 17.60
5 Evening Attire Velasquez C   11.40
Finish Time: 1:49.40

Trainer: Gary Gullo. Owner: Amsterdam One Stable.
Dk.B./Br.g.4 Straight Man-Sleek Tigress, Tactical Advantage.

Bred by Mrs. Betty Tesiero (FL).
$2 Exacta 4-2 Paid $277.50; $2 Trifecta 4-2-5 Paid $923.00

4TH. 5 1/2 fURLONGS. fILLIES. 2YO. mSW. PURSE $62,000.
7 Freakstein Desormeaux K J 8.80 3.90 3.30
5 Psycho D J Velasquez C  2.70 2.40
8 Magger Bags Gomez G K   5.10
Finish Time: 1:04.70

Trainer: Bill Mott. Owner: Zayat Stables.
Dk.B./Br.f.2 Bernstein-Cometuseibella, Pentelicus.

Bred by Douglas Arnold (KY).
$2 Exacta 7-5 Paid $23.00; $2 Quinella 5-7 Paid $8.50; $2 Trifecta 7-5-8 
Paid $147.00; $2 Pick 3 (8-4-7) 3 Correct Paid $2,290.00

5TH. 5 1/2 fURLONGS. fILLIES. 2YO. NY BRED. mDN CLm 50,000. PURSE $32,000.
9 Cape Cod Escape Rojas R I 25.20 9.20 5.40
4 Farri H. Desormeaux K J  3.70 2.80
5 Cruisewear Prado E S   4.90
Finish Time: 1:07.69

Trainer: Scott Schwartz. Owner: California Dreamin’ Stables.
B.f.2 American Chance-Quick Escape, Geiger Counter.

Bred by Burning Daylight Farms (NY).
$2 Exacta 9-4 Paid $116.50; $2 Trifecta 9-4-5 Paid $661.00; $2 Pick 3 
(4-7-9) 3 Correct Paid $4,908.00; $2 Pick 4 (8-4-7-9) 4 Correct Paid 
$29,669.00; $2 Superfecta 9-4-5-8 Paid $6,394.00

6TH. 5 1/2 fURLONGS. fILLIES. 2YO. mSW. PURSE $62,000.
1 Indian Blessing Bejarano R 3.70 3.10 2.90
2 Throbbin’ Heart Bridgmohan S X  8.80 7.00
6 Anachini Prado E S   9.70
Finish Time: 1:03.26

Trainer: Bob Baffert. Owner: Hal Earnhardt III.
Dk.B./Br.f.2 Indian Charlie-Shameful, Flying Chevron.

Bred by Hal & Parry Earnhardt (KY).
$2 Exacta 1-2 Paid $31.80; $2 Trifecta 1-2-6 Paid $428.00; $2 Pick 3 
(7-9-1) 3 Correct Paid $571.00

7TH. 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. 3YO. CLm 60,000. PURSE $45,000.
2 La Neige (GB) Dominguez R A 5.30 3.30 2.60
6 Romp (ARG) Bejarano R  7.90 5.10
8 I Ain’t No Saint Velasquez C   3.80
Finish Time: 1:40.93

Trainer: Graham Motion. Owner: Namcook Stables.
B.c.3 Royal Applause (GB)-Mint Royale (IRE), Cadeaux Genereux (GB).

Bred by the Duchess of Sutherland (GB).
$2 Exacta 2-6 Paid $41.20; $2 Trifecta 2-6-8 Paid $142.50; $2 Daily 
Double (1-2) Paid $8.60; $2 Pick 3 (9-1-2) 3 Correct Paid $247.50

8TH. THE NEW YORK TURf WRITERS CUP STEEPLECHASE (GR. I). 
2 3/8 mILES. HURDLE. 4&UP. PURSE $160,800.
8 Footlights Aizpuru X 18.00 7.80 5.70
7 Underbidder Petty J  22.80 11.40
9 The Looper Murphy Cyril   7.50
Finish Time: 4:33.01

Trainer: Roger Horgan. Owner: Arcadia Stable.
B.m.7 Pleasant Tap-Magnificient Baby, Northern Baby.

Bred by Al and Joyce Meek (KY).
$2 Exacta 8-7 Paid $390.50; $2 Trifecta 8-7-9 Paid $3,122.00; $2 Grand 
Slam (4/5/9-1/2/6-2/6/8-8) Paid $233.50

9TH. 5 1/2 fURLONGS. TURf. fILLIES. 2YO. NY BRED. mSW. 
PURSE $56,000.
1 Bar City Garcia Alan 11.80 6.00 4.40
5 La Ransom Desormeaux K J  4.00 3.20
2 Justinline Rojas R I   10.40
Finish Time: 1:02.92

Trainer: Linda Rice. Owner: Obviously NY Stable.
Ch.f.2 City Zip-Bar None, Major Impact.

Bred by Gus Schoenborn Jr (NY).
$2 Exacta 1-5 Paid $39.60; $2 Trifecta 1-5-2 Paid $502.00; $2 Superfecta 
1-5-2-12 Paid $4,378.00; $2 Daily Double (8-1) Paid $126.50; $2 Pick 
3 (2-8-1) 3 Correct Paid $433.00; $2 Pick 4 (1-2-8-1) 4 Correct Paid 
$1,018.00; $2 Pick 6 (7-9-1-2-8-1) 6 Correct Paid $196,746.00, 5 Correct 
Paid $530.00

Track: fast; Turf: firm
Attendance: 12,236; Handle: $1,919,985

Saratoga Results

How We Did
RACE 1: Second selection finished second. Third choice 
scratched.
RACE 2: D J Lighting struck with a $9.00 win. Third pick 
finished second.
RACE 3: Top pick finished second.
RACE 4: Ditto.
RACE 5: Second choice finished, well, second.
RACE 6: Third choice won.
RACE 7: La Neige was a cool $5.30 winner. Second choice 
finished third.
RACE 8: Third pick scratched.
RACE 9: Bar City served up and $11.80 win. La Ransom paid 
off the $39.60 exacta. 

SEASON TOTALS: 71 wins by top selection in 295 races.
Average win payoff $6.81.

How We Did summarizes the performance of
the special’s handicappers in the “Detailed Analysis” section.
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Midlantic
Eastern Fall 

Yearlings
October 1, 2 & 3   10 a.m.

Maryland State Fairgrounds     Timonium, Maryland

Dominican

410-392-5555 • www.fasigtipton.com

1 Mt. Orient 2 D J Lightning

3 sleek John

4 Freakstein

5 Cape Cod Escape (outside)

6 Indian Blessing

7 La neige

8 Footlights

9 Bar City

Thursday’s saraToga winners • PhoTos by dave harmon and Tod marks
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Alan Garcia saw Saratoga as a blank 
canvas; he determined not to judge his 
meeting by wins or losses, but by the 
quality of his riding. A quick perusal 
of the jockey standings and it’s clear 
Garcia’s making his mark, as the 21-
year-old Peruvian finds himself firmly 
entrenched in the Top 10.

“It’s been a really good summer up 
here. Coming in my expectations were 
to have a really good meet, no matter 
how many winners I ended up with, and 
we’ll see what happens,” Garcia said. “I 
have to thank my agent (Tony Micallef) 
for giving me the opportunity to ride so 
many good horses.”

Garcia guided Bar City ($11.80) to 
victory in Thursday’s finale, a turf sprint 
for New York-bred maidens. Trained by 
Linda Rice for Obviously NY Stable, 
the daughter of City Zip was making 
her first start from an inside position 
and broke awkwardly. Showing poise 
for a young jockey, Garcia didn’t panic 
and allowed Bar City to settle off the 
early leaders. Garcia set down Bar City 
as the field hit the eighth-pole and the 
duo ran off to score by 1 3/4 lengths 

over La Ransom, with Justinline a half-
length back in third.

The victory marked the 15th of the 
meet for Garcia, who won his first race 
in Peru in 2002, and was the leading ap-
prentice at The Meadowlands in 2003. 
While he has enjoyed a profitable rela-
tionship with trainer Kiaran McLaugh-
lin, Garcia has also scored for several 
other outfits at the meet.

“Obviously I’ve ridden a lot of good 
horses for Kiaran; Shakis broke the 
course record the other day in the Ber-
nard Baruch. But Nick Zito, Tom Bush, 
and a lot of other good guys have given 
me the opportunity to ride their horses,” 
Garcia said. “I didn’t have a number in 
mind (in terms of wins). I win one, I win 
two, it’s OK, I just want to be happy be-
cause I know it’s very tough up here and 
there are a lot of the best jockeys here. 
But this has been great so far.”

• West Point Stables has enjoyed a 
fine Saratoga meet, with Dream Rush 
winning the Grade I Darley Test and 
Lear’s Princess falling just short in the 
Grade I Alabama. With a big weekend 

on tap, which will see High Finance look 
to score his first Grade I in Saturday’s 
Forego, things got off to a good start 
when D J Lightning ($9) took the sec-
ond for West Point and Donald Brooks. 
Trained by Rick Violette and ridden by 
Edgar Prado, D J Lightning was an easy 
5 1/2 length winner of the $100,000 
maiden-claimer for 2-year-old fillies. 

“Coming in I wasn’t really sure about 
this horse; she would work good one 
day and not as good the next,” Violette 
said. “It’s one of the reasons why I spot-
ted her against maiden claimers; I didn’t 
want to send her over there and catch a 
champion and get her head handed to 

See thursday page 11 

Dave Harmon
Alan Garcia comes back to the winner’s circle aboard Bar City after Thursday’s last.

Thursday racing recaP

Riding High
Jockey Garcia announces presence
by grabbing spot in Spa’s top 10

BY BRIan naDEau
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her. It’s good to have owners like these who let me put the 
horses in the right spots.”

• The public decided to give Hesanoldsalt one more try in 
the third, an allowance/optional claimer for older horses at 9 
furlongs, sending the classy 4-year-old off at 3-5. Put under a 
drive down the backstretch by Rafael Bejarano, Hesanoldsalt 
struggled to keep up and checked in a disappointing fourth 
in the five-horse field. Trainer Gary Gullo reaped the benefits 
as his Sleek John ($53) was up late to shock them all by a 
half-length. Previously trained by Eddie Plesa, Sleek John had 
made his first start for Gullo against much the same cast Aug. 
10, finishing some 13 1/2 lengths behind Minister’s Bid on a 
muddy track. 

Eibar Coa had the 4-year-old Sleek John sitting in third as 
Nkosi Reigns took the field through an opening half-mile in 
48.14 seconds. Bejarano gave hope to the weary as he finally 
reached the front with Hesanoldsalt turning for home but his 
early efforts proved too demanding and the duo backed out 
of it as a resurgent Nkosi Reigns battled on. Coa arrived on 
the scene just in time to get up late over the ultra-game Nkosi 
Reigns, with Evening Attire a nose back in third. The bridge-
jumpers had their trunks on as Hesanoldsalt triggered some 
gaudy show prices; $16.60, $17.60, $11.40.

“He ran big. I thought he ran very well; a little more ag-
gressive today. I knew we were in a good position when I saw 
the early pace, and Rafael was asking his horse very early on. 
So, turning for home, I knew I had him beat,” Gullo said. 
“Eddie Plesa did a great job with the horse and he improved 
a little bit from his last start.”

• Scott Schwartz and California Dreamin’ Stables have 
made a good partnership this summer. The duo got back to 
the winner’s circle in the fifth, a maiden claimer for state-bred 
fillies, with Cape Cod Escape ($25.20). Raul Rojas picked 
up his third winner of the meet after he guided the American 
Chance filly to a neck victory over Farri H.

“This is my fourth win with these guys; we are 4-for-5 at 
the meet. They just got in the game about six months ago – 
obviously they are out of California,” Schwartz said. “We’ve 
just had some good luck buying horses. The unfortunate 
thing is that they have a lot of things going on and haven’t 
been in to see any of the wins. It’s a good phone call to make 
though.”

• Not so long ago, Bob Baffert was in California struggling 
over the newly installed Polytrack surface. What a difference 
a racing surface can make. Baffert won his fourth of the meet, 
all with flashy 2-year-olds, when Indian Blessing ($3.70) ran a 
field of freshman fillies off their feet, scoring by 5 1/4 lengths 
under Rafael Bejarano in the sixth.

Reminder: Horsemen’s Meeting. Friday, Aug. 31. 11-12:30 (twi-
light post). At the Rail Pavilion at Saratoga Race Course.

•   •   •
Correction: Trainer Jonathan Sheppard mentioned the wrong 
English actor (as a co-breeder of Turf Writers winner Yaw) in an 
article in yesterday’s Special. It was Albert Finney, not Michael 
Caine.

Thursday –
 Continued from page 10

Dave Harmon
Cape Cod Escape (center) prevails under Raul Rojas in Thursday’s fifth race.

See thursday page 12
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 Rt 82, Unionville, PA • 610-347-1247
Beresfordgallery.com

Beresford Gallery
Sporting Art & Accessories of the Country Life

Come see us in Unionville 
for the Best in Sporting Art!

“On the Backside” by Juli Kirk

CLASSIC CASUAL CLOTHING FOR MEN AND WOMEN

Sutton’s Marketplace 
Introduces a New Classic.
Tommy Bahama, Woolrich, 
Pendleton, Cutter & Buck, 
Alps and more!

SUTTON’S MARKETPLACE

ROUTE 9, QUEENSBURY

518-681-8004 • DAILY HOURS: 9AM-5:30PM

WWW.SUTTONSMARKETPLACE.COM

Animal Translations

What’s on Your Horse’s Mind?

You just need to know how to ask…
And how to listen…

MAUREEN HARMONAY

Telepathic Animal Communication
Onsite and long-distance consultations

Training, Behavioral, and Emotional Issues

AnimalTranslations.com
866-666-8880

Saratoga Ad - 8/07  8/9/07  4:09 PM  Page 1

With the track offering blistering 
fractions the past several days it was no 
surprise to see Indian Blessing rip off a 
half in 44.37 with Bejarano motionless 
in the saddle. 

Letting things out a notch as they 
straightened away in the lane, Indian 
Blessing opened up in an instant and 
won under only moderate encourage-
ment. A homebred for Hal Earnhardt 
(who campaigned the speedy New York-
bred Behaving Badly), Indian Blessing 
joins the Baffert team of Maimonides, 
More Happy, and J Be K as fast and pre-
cocious 2-year-olds. Bejarano, who will 
ride Maimonides in the Grade I Hope-
ful here on closing day, is now 7-for-12 
over the past two years when he teams 
with Baffert. 

“I’m just really happy and thankful 
to Bob for letting me ride these horses. 
I didn’t want to get this horse beat to-
day,” Bejarano said. “She was comfort-
able for me out there and we broke good 
and I just let her run. She just kept going 
for me, she won real easy. I’ve rode four 
horses for Bob and I won with three, so 
that’s cool, you know?”

• It seems like for the past several 
days we’ve been telling you George 
Weaver won another race to continue 
his white-hot streak. Well, we’re here to 
tell you that George Weaver won anoth-
er race to continue his white-hot streak. 
Edgewood Farm’s Mt. Orient ($11.60) 
took the opener, a $35,000 conditioned 
claimer over the Mellon Turf Course. 

Garrett Gomez put the son of sprint 
champion Orientate on the lead from 
the opening bell and he lulled them to 
sleep en route to a length and a half 
score. The win was Weaver’s sixth in the 
last 11 days after an 0-for-19 start.

• Zayat Stables’ purchased Freak-
stein ($8.80) earlier in the year for 
$700,000 at the Barrett’s March 2-year-
olds in training sale, and the daughter 
of Bernstein made a quick return on the 
investment after she held hot firster Psy-
cho D J at bay through the lane to take 
the fourth, a freshman sprint for maiden 
fillies. Trained by Bill Mott, Freakstein 
broke on top under Kent Desormeaux 
and the pair was chased around the 5 
1/2 furlongs the entire way by Psycho D 
J, for trainer Linda Rice. Desormeaux 
opened daylight as Freakstein streaked 
past the eighth-pole and she was 3 3/4 
lengths ahead of Psycho D J.

The win was Mott’s 20th of the meet, 
and it extended his lead in the trainer 
standings to nine over Gary Contessa, 
Rick Dutrow and Todd Pletcher. The 
win was number 14 for Zayat Stables, 
who long ago wrapped up the owner’s 
title.

• La Neige ($5.30) was a popular win-
ner of the seventh, a $60,000 claimer on 
the Mellon course, for trainer Graham 
Motion and jockey Ramon Dominguez. 
Chalk players never had an anxious mo-
ment as Dominguez sat patiently in sev-
enth, waiting for the right moment to 
ask La Neige. Appearing from nowhere 
in mid-stretch Dominguez simply shook 
his hands and La Neige sprinted clear 
to an easy 5-length victory. (The winner 

was claimed by Sullivan Lane Stable and 
trainer Richard Dutrow). Romp passed 
them all late to key a $41.20 exacta. 
The win put Dominguez in a three-way 
tie for third. The 30-year-old has quietly 
established himself as one of the most 
complete jockeys on the grounds. 

Thursday’s claims: Fifth race: Windy 

Street ($50,000) by Lowell Kinch, Robert 
Klesaris trainer; Flower Storm ($50,000) by 
The Big Z Thoroughbred Racing. Linda Rice 
trainer. Seventh race: La Neige ($60,000) 
by Sullivan Lane Stable, Richard Dutrow 
trainer; I Ain’t No Saint ($60,000) by Jacob-
son Racing Stable, David Jacobson trainer; 
Brazenly Bold ($60,000) by Winning Move 
Stable, Gary Contessa trainer.

Thursday –
 Continued from page 11

Tod Marks
La Neige draws off in the seventh for jockey Ramon Dominguez.
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America’s RaceTrack

R A C E C O U R S ER A C E C O U R S E

The aura of yesteryear…
the excitement of today. 
The summer place for the world’s best
Thoroughbreds where fun and fashion mix
with celebrity and tradition.

WWW.NYRA.COM

Exit 13N or 14 on the Northway (I-87).  For information, call 518-584-6200.  Admission:  Grandstand $3 and Clubhouse $5 
(except Travers Day).  Children 12 and under free.  General parking is free.  Racing Wednesday through Monday.  Post time 1 pm 
(except Travers Day 12:45 pm and  Sunset racing is 7/27 and 8/31 at 2:45 pm).  Gates open 11 am weekdays, 10:30 am weekends 
(7 am on Travers Day and 1 pm for sunset racing).  

8/30  THUR
• Final edition of Time Warner Team 

Trivia Thursdays in the backyard

8/31  FRI
• Sunset Racing.  First post 2:45 pm
• Kids activities in the backyard

Saratoga Race Course heads into the 
final stretch of the 139th meet with 
special events, giveaways and fun 
for the whole family.

9/1  SAT
• The Woodward (GI) $500,000
• Forego Handicap (GI) $250,000

9/2  SUN
• Spinaway (GI) $250,000
• Family Fun Fest including pony 

rides, face painting, clowns, 
caricatures and giant inflatables. 
Proceeds to benefit Ronald 
McDonald House Charities of 
the Capital Region

• FREE Saratoga Cooler Bag*

9/3  MON
• The Hopeful (GI) $250,000
• Family Fun Fest continues
• All-American BBQ includes program, BBQ lunch 

and tax.  Reservations:  518-584-6200, ext. 4750.

* With paid admission, while supplies last.

T H I S  W E E K

DOWNTOWN MUSIC FESTIVAL SATURDAY & SUNDAY

Beautiful home in one of Saratoga’s 
most desirable family neighborhoods 5 
minutes to town. Boasts an exceptional 
open floor plan, loads of HW floors, 
front and back porches, 1-acre lot & 
Lake Ave School.   $629,000

Saratoga Springs-Exquisite 5 bedroom home in 
superior condition on a ridge with breathtaking 
views. Features include a huge fieldstone patio, 
in-ground pool, waterfall & stream, HW floors, 
gourmet kitchen, 1st floor study with custom 
built-ins & more! $1,900,000

Mara King
518.587.4500 Ext.102

www.roohanrealty.com

Pentwater
Partners,

llc

Private Equity & 
Advisory Services

401 North Michigan Avenue
Suite 2950

Chicago, IL  60611
www.pentwaterpartners.com

(312) 925-4397

Thomas H. Pearson
Managing Director

Estate Services 
Residential Services 

   Party Planning 
    Organizing 

            
  www.simplysaratoga.com 

 
Contact us at:  518 257-0648  
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Crupi’s
New Castle Farm

Breaking and Training

CRUPI’S NEW CASTLE FARM
4625 N.W. 110th Avenue
Ocala, FL  34482-1833
Phone:  (352) 840-5400

Fax:  (352) 840-0661
Contact: Jim Crupi, 

Steve Venosa or John Sacco
1 (866) 313-5400

www.newcastlefarm.com

Ten Most Wanted
Toccet
Soto

Coach Jimi Lee
Dashboard Drummer

Doll Baby
Smooth Manuevers
Ambition Unbridled

Little Matth Man
My Snookie’s Boy
Galloping Grocer

Mazhilla
Raving Rocket
Acey Deucey
Bustin Stones
Moon Catcher

Buddy’s Humor
Piratesonthelake
Forgetaboutitsal

Does your horse need freshening?

Lay ups • Leg ups • Breaking yearlings
Winky Cocks

Adjacent to Springdale Training Center, Camden S.C.

803-432-2703 • 803-243-0557 

All The Winners
Jockeys

Cornelio Velasquez ....................................41
Kent Desormeaux ......................................34
Ramon Dominguez ....................................26
Garrett Gomez ...........................................26
Edgar Prado ...............................................26
Javier Castellano ........................................21
Rafael Bejarano ..........................................19
John Velazquez ..........................................19
Eibar Coa ...................................................16
Alan Garcia ................................................15
Shaun Bridgmohan ....................................10
Calvin Borel .................................................9
Julien Leparoux ...........................................9
Channing Hill ...............................................6
Xavier Aizpuru .............................................3
Mario Pino ...................................................3

Raul Rojas ...................................................3
Jean-Luc Samyn ..........................................3
Jose Bracetty ...............................................2
Eddie Castro ................................................2
Danielle Hodsdon ........................................2
Mike Luzzi ....................................................2
Robby Albarado ...........................................1
Roberto Alvarado .........................................1
Norberto Arroyo Jr ......................................1
Jorge Chavez ...............................................1
Fernando Jara ..............................................1
Carlos Marquez Jr .......................................1
Matt McCarron ............................................1
Chip Miller ...................................................1
Corey Nakatani ............................................1
Elvis Trujillo .................................................1

Bill Mott .....................................................20
Gary Contessa ............................................11
Richard Dutrow ..........................................11
Todd Pletcher .............................................11
Steve Asmussen ..........................................8
Tom Bush .....................................................8
Kiaran McLaughin ........................................8
Linda Rice ....................................................8
Barclay Tagg .................................................7
Christophe Clement ......................................6
Stan Hough ..................................................6
Tony Dutrow.................................................6
Rick Schosberg ............................................6
George Weaver.............................................6
Saeed bin Suroor .........................................5
Bobby Frankel ..............................................5
Dominic Galluscio ........................................5
John Kimmel ................................................5
Graham Motion ............................................5
Rick Violette .................................................5
Nick Zito .......................................................5
Patrick Biancone ..........................................4
Shug McGaughey .........................................4
Carl Nafzger .................................................4
Scott Schwartz .............................................4
Bob Baffert ...................................................3
Charlton Baker .............................................3
Wally Dollase ...............................................3
David Donk ..................................................3
Mark Hennig ................................................3
Tim Hills .......................................................3
Neil Howard .................................................3
Mike Hushion ...............................................3
Allen Jerkens ................................................3
Jimmy Jerkens .............................................3
Pat Kelly .......................................................3
Steve Klesaris ..............................................3
Bruce Levine ................................................3
Wayne Lukas ................................................3
Carlos Martin ...............................................3
Michael Matz ................................................3
Ken McPeek .................................................3
Angel Penna .................................................3
Dale Romans ................................................3
Phil Serpe ....................................................3
Tom Albertrani .............................................2
Rusty Arnold ................................................2
Billy Badgett .................................................2
Glenn DiSanto ..............................................2
Debra Divitto ................................................2
Chris Englehart ............................................2

Gary Gullo ....................................................2
Leah Gyarmati ..............................................2
Eoin Harty ....................................................2
Mike Hernandez ...........................................2
Roger Horgan ..............................................2
Atreo Persaud ..............................................2
Tim Ritvo .....................................................2
Jonathan Sheppard ......................................2
Al Stall Jr. .....................................................2
Dallas Stewart ..............................................2
Mike Trombetta ............................................2
John Ward ...................................................2
Ronny Werner ..............................................2
Frank Alexander ...........................................1
William Allyn ................................................1
Enrique Arroyo .............................................1
Bobby Barbara .............................................1
James Bond .................................................1
Jane Cibelli ...................................................1
John Destefano Jr. .......................................1
Gregory DiPrima ..........................................1
Scott Everett ................................................1
Jack Fisher ...................................................1
Doug Fout ....................................................1
John Hertler .................................................1
David Jacobson ............................................1
Leroy Jolley ..................................................1
Larry Jones ..................................................1
Scott Lake ....................................................1
Michael Lauer ..............................................1
Mike Miceli ...................................................1
John Morrison .............................................1
Colum O’Brien ..............................................1
Doug O’Neill .................................................1
Jeff Odintz ....................................................1
Ambrose Pascucci .......................................1
Guadalupe Preciado .....................................1
Pat Reynolds ................................................1
Robert Ribaudo ............................................1
Tim Ritchey ..................................................1
James Ryerson ............................................1
Dominick Schettino ......................................1
Gary Sciacca ................................................1
Howie Tesher ...............................................1
Jimmy Toner ................................................1
Tom Voss .....................................................1
Donna Wormser ...........................................1

Trainers
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    AWESOME 
       at Saratoga

The Saratoga Selected yearlings by

Awesome Again averaged $483,333,

third best of any stallion with three

or more sold.

Congratulations to their connections

 Hip 132 o/o Victory U. S. A.

Consignor Eaton Sales

 Buyer Lukas Enterprises

 

Hip 46 o/o Lucette

Consignor Taylor Made Sales

 Buyer Tim Ritchey

 

Hip 25 o/o Impolite

Consignor Gainesway, agent

Buyer Goldmark Farm LLC

 

Watch for Awesome Again yearlings 

at Keeneland September!

Deputy Minister - Primal Force, by Blushing Groom

C l a s s i c  B l o o d l i n e s  •  C l a s s i c  P e r f o r m a n c e

Mike Recio • mrecio@adenastallions.com • (800) 975-5641 • cell (859) 221-1809 • Jack Brothers (877) 945-2020 • www.adenastallions.com 

ADENA SPRINGS

KY: ALPHABET SOUP • AWESOME AGAIN • CONGAREE • EL PRADO • GHOSTZAPPER • GIACOMO • GOLDEN MISSILE • NORTH LIGHT • OLMODAVOR • *SILENT NAME • TOUCH GOLD
FL: GREATNESS • INDY KING • MACHO UNO • MILWAUKEE BREW • RED BULLET • SLIGO BAY • *Still Racing
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When the future of Racing in Saratoga is on the Line, 
New Yorkers Need to Know the facts

Fact #1:  Capital Play has tremendous race management experience and is 
committed to promoting New York racing as the best in the World. 
The Capital Play team includes the Victoria Racing Club (founded in 
1864), the group responsible for the Melbourne Cup and considered 
to be one of the premier racing clubs in the world.

Fact #2:  Capital Play will preserve the historic Saratoga Race Course, including 
the Oklahoma track, and will honor the tradition that makes racing in 
Saratoga Springs so unique. Saratoga is the gem of New York racing. 
It does not need to be changed, just polished.

Fact #3:  The Capital Play plan includes protecting and restoring pensions and
healthcare for NYRA workers.

Fact #4:  Capital Play proposes the highest investment in tracks and facilities, 
including a world-class training facility in Saratoga, new safety rails, 
and backstretch improvements.

Fact #5:  The “for-profit” model presented by Capital Play ensures accountability
and success for all parties involved because it focuses on increasing 
track attendance by providing better customer service and better 
entertainment value.

Fact #6:  The Capital Play bid of $1.8 billion is the highest guaranteed offer to 
New York State.

 Capital Play – The Best in the World for New York
www.capitalplayny.com

Capital Play, Inc. • 23 East 10th Street Suite 808 • New York, NY 10003 • 212-217-0308
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CROWDS,
EXCITEMENT,

& FUN

WHAT DO

AND SARATOGA?
WITH THE MELBOURNE CUP

HAVE IN COMMON

www.capitalplayny.com

CAPITAL PLAY RUNNING
RACING FROM 2008 & BEYOND

More Money for the State of New York
More Money for Education
More Money for Horsemen
Preserve 40,000 jobs
Grow the industry

... And we have the best overall bid!
  “The Best in the World for New York”

oLo Brand Group
636 Broadway, Suite 1104
New York City 10012
212.529.2861

Client:  Capital Play
Agency: Strategy XXI
Project: Saratoga Special / 10 X 13.5
Date:  08.28.07
Version: v3
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Don’t Just Bet 
On Racehorses, 
Own Racehorses
With West Point Thoroughbreds you can own a percentage

of a high-potential racehorse, at a fraction of the cost

WESTPOINTTB.COM
800.578.9684

This advertisement is for 
informational purposes only 
and is not an offer to sell securities.

“Where 
winning
begins” 

Available wherever books are sold
       Houghton Miffl in • www.houghtonmiffl inbooks.com

revised
and

updated

“ After reading Andy Beyer’s books, I really 
started getting into the business of  picking 
horses. It was a confi rmation to me that 
betting on horses is not a waste of  time, 
and they dispelled the myth that no one 
ever wins at the racetrack.” 
 — Andy Serling, host of  

youbet.com’s Play to Win

“ If  not for Andy Beyer’s 
classic books, I never 
would have gotten 
involved in horse racing.”

 — Dan Illman, 
handicapping 
editor, Daily 
Racing Form 
drf.com

With Wednesday’s turf stakes for freshman fillies 
failing to fill, and today’s colt stakes at similar con-
ditions looking light, NYRA decided to take a new 
approach – amalgamation. Thus, Saratoga presents 
today’s P.G. Johnson/With Anticipation Stakes for 
2-year-olds of all shapes, sizes, and genders, which will 
be run at 1 1/16 miles over the Mellon Turf Course.

Mike Trombetta sees today’s stakes as the perfect 
opportunity to test the mettle of his talented 2-year-
old High Appeal. Undefeated and unchallanged in two 
starts sprinting over Colonial Downs’ turf course, he 
attempts to stretch his speed to two-turns. 

“He’s coming into it very well,” Trombetta said. 
“We are looking to see if can be a solid two-turn horse 
at this level. He seems to be a horse that will take you 
quite a bit further.”

High Appeal certainly has been quicker than every-
one who has tested him. In his two Colonial starts, 
both at 5 1/2 furlongs, the son of Songandaprayer 
scored daylight gate-to-wire victories by a combined 
13 3/4 lengths. Ramon Dominguez picks up the mount 
and will look to reserve some of High Appeal’s speed 
for the stretch.

“He has won easy but he was also able to pick up 
an education as well as some money for his efforts,” 
Trombetta said.

Owned by Harry and Tom Meyerhoff, High Ap-
peal also gained a popular following at the windows. 
Sent off at 6-5 for both his lifetime starts, it’s clear 
High Appeal has been held in high regard from the 
beginning.

“I actually got this horse after Bud Delp passed on 
late last year,” Trombetta said. “I saw him for the first 
time down at Ocala this February. From the moment I 
saw him I thought he was one of the most-forward of 
the 2-year-olds we had, which was about 30. I thought 
this was a horse who would prove to be ready to run 
the quickest of the ones we had down there.”

Though it wasn’t a Nostradamus-like prediction, 
High Appeal did make Trombetta look good. Break-
ing sharply under Julian Pimentel, High Appeal quick-
ly left his seven rivals and scored by 7 3/4 lengths. It 
was much the same in his second start, the $60,000 
Chenery Stakes. This time he aired by 6 lengths, com-
pleting the 5 1/2 furlongs in 1:02 1/5 seconds, almost 
three seconds faster than his debut score.

“There weren’t a lot of opportunities to run a 
2-year-old on turf early in the season,” Trombetta 
said. “With Sadler’s Wells on the bottom of his pedi-
gree I thought it would be a good idea to try him (on 
turf). I called the owner and he said it was OK, and 
here we are. He does train super on dirt, but there’s no 
need to change something that has worked so well.” 

For Carry The Day, turf has been a revelation. Beat-
en by 15 1/2 lengths in his main-track debut at Bel-
mont Park June 15, the son of With Approval took to 
the green in his next start and scored by a comfortable 
2 1/2 lengths. Trained by Gary Contessa for William 
Coyro Jr., Carry The Day is a New York-bred, though 
he defeated open company in his turf win. Contessa is 
looking forward to taking on all comers.

“As 2-year-olds, I don’t think it matters (when you 
have the girls facing the boys). I’m glad I have a colt, 
but I don’t really think there is much difference at this 
time of the year,” said Contessa, whose horse is actu-
ally a gelding (but the point is he’s one of six males in 
the race). “I like my horse in there; he is a New York-
bred who beat open company in his turf start. I think 
he is going to run really well.” 

In his last start, Carry The Day finished fifth, beat-
en 18 lengths in Monmouth Park’s Continental Mile 
Stakes, a race that was taken off the turf. Contessa 
is quick to help fellow handicappers dismiss the poor 

P.g. Johnson/wiTh anTiciPaTion Preview

double billing

Tod Marks
Trainer mike Trombetta brings High Appeal into today’s stakes.

See Preview page 19

BY BRIan naDEau

Stakes combine to form freshmen free-for-all
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Walk to two lakes...from this inviting 
home in Summer Wind - a desirable 
pedestrian friendly, maintenance free 
community, minutes from Downtown 
Saratoga, the Northway and the Track! 
Beautiful views of Saratoga Lake at your 
doorstep from this bright and cheerful 3 

bedroom, 2.5 bath custom home with access to private beach and 
boating on Lake Lonely. This home features an open floor plan, 
hardwood floors, fireplace and attractive custom details throughout. 
Includes a two car garage, screened porch, finished basement, fenced 
yard and landscaped corner lot. Not to be missed at $419,900.

Carrie VanKloberg
518.496.0263

Christina Papadopoulos
518.852.7759

www.roohanrealty.com

A FULL SERVICE EQUINE INSURANCE AGENCY
Contact: Michael T. Levy

1019 Majestic Drive, Lexington, KY  40513
Phone (859) 253-1114  •  Fax (859) 253-1490

Securing The Finest

Go ahead 
and dream....

....We’ve Got You 
Covered!

Contact: Michael T. Levy or Jason Collier

The Race For Education
www.racingscholarships.com

866-829-7600

RACE HORSE NOMINATIONS

Jerry Bailey Sales 
Cambus Kenneth Farm 

CJ Thoroughbreds
Tom M. Carey 

Dream Walkin’ Farm 
Austin Dwyer 

Ralph M. Evans

 Gayle Fogelson 
Gulf Coast Farms 

Kathy Harty 
Heiligbrodt  Racing 

David Ingordo 
Brereton Jones & Airdre Stud

KZ Stables 

Donald R. Lucarelli
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Moss 

Pin Oak Stud 
RLH Thoroughbreds 

Paul Saylor
Siena Racing 

Jack Smith Thoroughbreds 

Starlight Stables
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Tafel 

Carlos Vaccarezza
Team Valor

West Point Thoroughbreds 
WinStar Farm

Darley 
Bridlewood Farm

Walmac Farm 
Walmac South

Mr.& Mrs. Ann & Jerry Moss

Taylor Made Farm & Sales
Overbook Farm

Empire Stud
Crestwood Farm

WinStar Farm

STALLION SEASON DONATIONS 

THANKS to so many generous Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders, 
The Race For Education has been able to provide nearly $450,000 

in scholarships and educational services this year.  

On behalf of all of our students, thank you for your 
continued support of The Race For Education.

Photo by Tod Marks

effort. Garrett Gomez picks up the 
mount.

“This horse is night and day when 
on turf, definitely,” Contessa said. “The 
only reason I ran him in that race at 
Monmouth was because he was there 
when it came off; otherwise I would 
have scratched. With that being said, I 
don’t think the fact that he ran there set 
him back at all. He’s training great and 
I think he has a big shot.” 

The powerful Zayat Stable sends out 
an entry that looks doubly live; Sherine 
(Alan Garcia) for trainer Tony Dutrow 
and Zee Zee (Kent Desormeaux) for 
leading trainer Bill Mott. Both fillies 
own wins over the Mellon Turf Course 
and should make things difficult for the 
others. The entry also contains a not-so-
secret weapon: main-track-only entrant 
Z Humor, also a Mott trainee.

Sherine was beaten 11 lengths in her 
debut on the main track at Belmont then 
aired on the turf in her next start, wiring 
maidens by 6 1/2 lengths under Garcia. 
With the rail draw she could again find 
herself on the lead and might just show 
the boys her tail turning for home.

Zee Zee won her debut here Aug. 6 
and though she was only a neck ahead 
at the wire the margin was quite deceiv-
ing. Desormeaux was extremely confi-
dent in the lane aboard the daughter of 
Exchange Rate, and Zee Zee rewarded 
him with a measured win. There was 
plenty more in the tank that day and 
Desormeaux was able to give his mount 
an education as he rated her off the early 
leaders and passed six horses in the last 
half-mile. That attribute could come in 
handy if a pace battle develops.

Pulla Fast One helped get George 
Weaver’s late-season Spa surge started 
when he scored a half-length victory 
over the course Aug. 19. Weaver wheels 
the son of More Than Ready back on 
12 days rest and Pulla Fast One looks 
to have a bright future for Dogwood 
Stable. Channing Hill, aboard for the 
maiden-breaker, has the return call. 

Sea Chanter will try to get back on a 
winning note for trainer Todd Pletcher. 
The daughter of War Chant was a poor-
ly kept secret when she won her debut 
at Belmont, drawing off by 6 3/4 lengths 
at 7-10. Sent to Colonial Downs for the 
$60,000 Tippett Stakes, Sea Chanter 
finished a flat fourth at 1-5. Freshened 
since, she shot a bullet 5-furlong work 
at Belmont in preparation for today’s 
assignment, which will be her first start 

beyond 6 furlongs. 
Barclay Tagg sends out the exciting 

debut winner Rebounded. The 2-year-
old gelded son of Boundary made a fa-
vorable impression here Aug. 3. Stalk-
ing the pace in fourth under Eibar Coa, 
Rebounded moved swiftly to the lead as 
the field cut the corner and drew off to a 
1 3/4-length score while racing greenly 
through the lane. Three promising works 
since the score suggest Rebounded will 
be a much more focused customer un-
der Coa today, and that could be all the 
duo needs to score for owner Bonner 
Young and Gerald McManis.

Mott also sends out Caravel, who 
finished second behind Rebounded 
in his career debut. A son of the fleet 
Aljabr, Caravel is a Kinsman Farm (of 
George Steinbrenner fame) homebred 
who should move forward in his second 
career start. Racing on the pace in his 
debut, Caravel steadied in deep stretch,  
yet was beaten only 1 3/4 lengths. Edgar 
Prado will be aboard again. 

Trainer Patrick Biancone sends out 
the maiden Nownownow, who has dis-
appointed in his three prior starts over 
dirt and Polytrack. Though starting 
a maiden in a stakes is somewhat un-
orthodox, Biancone has turned the trick 
before, saddling Stream Cat to score in 
the 2005 With Anticipation as a maid-
en. Nownownow is an aptly named son 
of the Biancone-trained Whywhywhy. 
The former has never raced beyond 5 
furlongs and looks to have a lot to do to 
match Stream Cat’s impressive feat two 
years ago. Stable rider Julien Leparoux 
has the mount.

Biancone also starts Day Of Victory, 
who makes her first start since being 
transferred from Bob Holthus’ barn. 
The daughter of Victory Gallop broke 
her maiden at first asking sprinting over 
the Ellis Park turf and picks up the ser-
vices of Rafael Bejarano.

Preview –
 Continued from page 18

Sallee 
Horse Vans

1-800-967-VANS 
(772) 260-2586
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704-587-3300
www.AmericanMyBeau.com

American MyBeau 13739 Steele Creek Road, Suite 200, Charlotte, NC 28273

All-In-One Supplement Program Rich In Omega 3 & Omega 6

Jeff Snyder Photos

MyBeau® Pro, designed specifically for
performance horses, contains Creatine.
Creatine increases intra-muscular phos-
phocreatine, which is important for stor-
ing energy in muscle cells. A greater
source of energy is directly associated
with less fatigue and supports high
intensity exercise performance.

Reported results & feedback

• Rapid energy recovery after fatigue

• Nutritional support to calm horses

• Dietary support to minimize tying-up

• Increased appetite & weight gain

• Promotes strong immune & 
digestive systems 

MyBeau® extends congratulations to our customer, 
Todd Pletcher, a classic trainer. 

Our best wishes to the entire team for Rags to Riches’ 
historic Belmont Stakes-G1 win and 

for continued success in your 2007 championship season.

“The Winner’s Edge”

2887 MyBeau St Publishing ad  8/7/07  10:53 AM  Page 1

I remember the day early in 2005 when NYRA re-
leased its stakes schedule for the year and I saw a race 
named for my father during the Saratoga meet.

I eagerly called my sister, Kathy, and told her the 
news. After losing both our parents, within 11 weeks 
of each other in 2004, my only sibling is the first per-
son I share awesome news with.

Today, Kathy and I will celebrate the third running 
of the P.G. Johnson Stakes. This year, there is an add-
ed bonus: With Anticipation, the gallant turf runner 
from several years ago, shares the race with my father. 
Perfect, I thought when the overnight came out and 
there was a 2-year-old grass race, honoring two distin-
guished white-haired veterans of the sport.

Most journalists would agree that writing about 
something you love and know well is probably the 
easiest copy to churn out. In the case of my father, I’m 
not so sure.

I don’t think I will ever come close to knowing 
someone as well as my dad. But truth be told, I cannot 
even begin to honor his memory or capture his spirit 
in this space.

Around the racetrack, many knew him to be a su-
perb horseman, outspoken, loyal, perfectionist, articu-
late and, from time to time, irascible. He was all of 
those things, but to me he was just an amazing father, 
who provided me with an endless supply of love.

Don’t be mistaken – I didn’t always get off easy. As 
a pre-teen I spent more time at his barn than school 
and Dad had me in a stall putting standing bandages 
on a horse.

Twenty minutes after I finished, the bandages had 
sunk around the horse’s ankles.

Dad marched me back into the stall and said I had 
to do re-do the bandages.

“Why?” I whined. “I can’t do it.”
“You can and will,” he said quietly as he ducked 

under the webbing and left me with a mess of cotton. 
That was the no-nonsense approach he took when 

he wasn’t old enough to obtain a trainer’s license at 16 
in Chicago. Ever-resourceful, P.G. figured a bit of fib-
bing about his birth date wasn’t going to hurt, because 
he believed he would do a better job than most of the 
trainers of legal age. That can-do attitude landed him 
in the winner’s circle after the 2002 Breeders’ Cup 
Classic at Arlington Park with a 43-1 runner, Volponi, 
a horse he co-bred, co-owned and trained. At age 77, 
he became the oldest trainer to win a Breeders’ Cup 
race.

Somewhere along the way, I gave him the nick-
name Palm Bear. Go figure. I was young and he never 
stopped buying me stuffed bears. One day at the barn, 
I witnessed not the warm and fuzzy bear I knew as 
Dad, but the type of bear you run the other way from 
if you see him in the woods.

A horse worked too fast. Upon returning to the 
barn, the exercise rider was properly cussed and as 
he was walking away, Dad launched his cigar like a 
missile at the rider’s back. I don’t think contact was 
made with the intended target, but everyone in the 
barn laughed at the red-faced rider, who muttered 
God knows what about my father. 

Like any young child, who delights in bad behavior 
in adults, especially a parent, I gleefully reported the 
scene to my mother when we got home. Of course, it 
was told out of Dad’s earshot.

“Goodness,” my ever-practical mother said, “I hope 
it wasn’t one of those expensive Cuban cigars.”

There wasn’t much I could tell Mom about Dad 
that would surprise her. 

Now, what is really fun about being P.G.’s daughter 
is hearing stories from his past, tales that I have either 
forgotten or never knew.

One morning during this meet, while walking past 
Mike Hernandez’s barn I saw Alfredo Velazquez, a 
Philadelphia Park-based trainer who once worked for 
my father. After exchanging pleasantries, Velazquez 

Thanks, Dad

Tod Marks
Hall of fame trainer P.G. Johnson

BY KaREn JOHnsOn

See johnson page 21
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Get the latest Horsemen's Information at 
equibase.com

(Just click the Horsemen’s Information area link from the homepage)

• Condition Books
• Overnights with Extras
• Stakes Book
• Stakes Nominations & Handicap Weights

Plus, get the latest on late scratches, track changes and cancellations 
from the official source for racing information

Lake Ridge

Take-Out Available • www.lake-ridge.com • 518-899-6000

APPETIZERS: Shrimp & Avacado, Artichoke 
Souffl e, Bostonian Shrimp Dooley, Crab Cakes, 
Shrimp Cocktail, Stuffed Pepper Lucille, 
Lobster Betty, Escargot, Chicken Tabby

HOUSE SPECIALTIES: Seabass, Filet, Veal 
Chop, Carmen’s Cajun Seafood Stew

10 Minutes South of the Track! Northway Exit 11 • Roundlake

Voted best American cuisine in the Capital Region in 2006
LUNCH: Tues-Sat 11:30-2:30  DINNER: Tues-Sat 4:30-8:45pm Sun 3:00-8:00pm

Now 4 
Dining 
Rooms!

Quick 
Lunch 
Cooked 
To Order

ENTREES: PASTA & VEGETARIAN 
Shrimp Manso, Pasta Morrell, Tortellini, 
Southwester Ravioli, Vegetarian Plates
ENTREES FAVORITES: Filet & Crab Cake, Filet 
& Lobster, Veal Jaqueline, Sirloin Au Poivre, 
Pecan Pork Chop, Herb Crusted Swordfi sh, 
Duck Breast, Blackened Flat Iron Streak.

4 bedroom home completely 
updated within walking dis-
tance to the track, SPAC and 
Racino. New central air, new 
inground pool, new inground 
sprinkler system, 12x16 bath/
storage house, new gas fi re-
place, heated garage, new 
roof, new kitchen, baths, fl oor-
ing, furnace and carpets.

 
$379,000

30 Garfi eld Ave., Saratoga Springs, NY

Harold W. Reiser III 
Broker/Owner • 515-580-8500
reiser@saratoganationalrealty.com
www.saratoganationalrealty.com

30 Garfi eld

Harold W Reiser III

Open House Sunday 11am-1pm

Saratoga National Realty Inc. •  432 Broadway Suite 7 • Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

told me that when he became a trainer 
he would often call my father for advice 
concerning horses that he was having 
problems with.

“It was amazing,” Velazquez said. 
“He didn’t even have to see the horse 
to know what was wrong. He was able 
to tell me what to do and it worked. He 
would call me a few days later, to see 
how the horse was.”

The other day, my sister told me a 
story that had us in a fit of giggles. Af-
ter winning the Breeders’ Cup, my fa-
ther took a wrong turn in the hotel and 
wound up in the ladies’ room. There he 

encountered two distinguished women 
of the turf, Virginia Kraft Payson and 
Josephine Abercrombie. 

When Kathy asked our father if the 
women thought it was strange he was 
in the ladies’ room, he said, “Oh no, 
not at all. We had a nice chat about the 
races.”

I miss my chats with my father at his 
old stomping grounds, Barn 63 at Bel-
mont Park and Barn 80 here. There isn’t 
a day that goes by that I don’t think of 
him. Today won’t be any different.

Hall of Fame trainer P.G. Johnson, hon-
ored with a race in his name today, passed 
away in 2004. His daughter Karen is a long-
time racing writer and spent Saratoga writ-
ing for The Special.

Johnson –
 Continued from page 20

Why wait for new construction? 
This 2 yr old Colonial is ready for your 
family now! Family room with 
fireplace, four bedrooms including a 
great master suite, and much more. 
Close to town! $336,900

Bright open floor plan. This home boasts 
4 BRs, 2.5 baths and a private yard w/heated 
inground pool, perennial landscaping, 
gazebo & hot tub; plus a full finished 
basement & so much more! Contact Bill 
Walker: 587.4500 ext. 157. $499,900

519 Broadway
Saratoga Springs
587.4500

Jane Mehan
518.796.3150

jmehan@nycap.rr.com
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Your Source For
The Best Of

Saratoga

SARATOGA SIGNATURE
I N T E R I O R S

Distinctive Home Furnishings 
and Interior Design

82 Church Street • Saratoga Springs
518-581-0023 • www.saratogasignature.com

Open Mon-Sat from 10am-6pm

Unique, 
Hand Painted 

Cast Metal 
Jockeys, 

Made To Order! We Ship

Daniel Sigal Enamels

508 East Main Street #302
Lexington, KY 40508

(859) 221-1414 • d.sigal@insightbb.com
www. danielsigal.com 

*By Commission Only

beverly’s
47 Phila Street

Saratoga Springs
583-2755

“Saratoga’s breakfast place 
to be since 1989”

friday, Aug. 31. Post Time 2:45 p.m. Entries with program number, 
post position, jockey, trainer, and morning-line odds.

1ST (2:45) 6 1/2 fURLONGS. f&m. 3&UP. NY BRED. ALW/OPT CLm 35,000. 
PURSE $63,000.
1  4 Itsnotthemoney .........Desormeaux K J ... Contessa Gary .........7-2
1A 10 What’s Your Point......Dominguez R A .... Contessa Gary .........7-2
2  7 Against the Grain .......Velasquez C .......... Bush Tom ................6-1
2B 8 Strong Presence ........Arroyo N Jr .......... Bush Tom ................6-1
3  1 Tiffany’s Rodeo..........Chavez J F ............ O’Brien Leo ...........20-1
4  2 Smokin Sarah ............Bejarano R ........... Gyarmati Leah .........5-2
5  3 Fighting Speedy .........Velazquez J R ....... Gullo Gary ...............6-1
6  5 Seventeen Love .........Garcia Alan ........... Hills Tim ..................3-1
7  6 Shoot the Bugler .......Hill C .................... Aquilino Joe ..........20-1
8  9 Sunset Cocktail .........Coa E M ............... Ryan Derek ............15-1
A-Coupled: Itsnotthemoney and What’s Your Point
B-Coupled: Against the Grain and Strong Presence

Exacta, Trifecta, Daily Double

2ND (3:17) 6 fURLONGS. 2YO. NY BRED. mDN CLm 50,000. PURSE $32,000.
1  1 One Little Secret ........Desormeaux K J ... Ward Wesley ...........2-1
1A 9 Cannonball ................Gomez G K ........... Ward Wesley ...........2-1
2  2 Fighter Ace ................Dominguez R A .... Contessa Gary .........8-1
3  3 Thunder Buddy ..........Coa E M ............... Galluscio Dominic ...8-1
4  4 Sir Sheffield ...............Velasquez C .......... Schosberg Rick .......8-1
5  5 Sonoran Desert .........Hill C .................... Sanders Jamie .........6-1
6  6 Starship Dancer .........Luzzi M J .............. Levine Bruce .........15-1
7  7 Friendslikethese ........Prado E S ............. Dutrow Richard .......4-1
8  8 El Tamberito ..............Bejarano R ........... Dutrow Tony ............9-2
A-Coupled: One Little Secret and Cannonball

Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pick 3 (2-4), Pick 4 (2-5)

3RD (3:49) 5 1/2 fURLONGS. TURf. f&m. 3&UP. ALW/OPT CLm 50,000. 
PURSE $69,000.
1  1 Beau Dare ..................Dominguez R A .... Levine Bruce ...........4-1
2  2 Sweet Ransom ..........Desormeaux K J ... Mott Bill...................9-5
3  3 Zaynab (FR) ...............Leparoux J R ........ Clement Christophe .2-1
4  4 Secret Brook .............Velasquez C .......... Divitto Debra .........30-1
5  5 My Sister Diane .........Velazquez J R ....... O’Brien Colum .......15-1
6  6 Egypt Lane ................Prado E S ............. Badgett Billy ............5-1
7  7 Ok to Pay ...................Bridgmohan S X ... Stoklosa Richard ...10-1

Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 (3-5)

4TH (4:21) 6 fURLONGS. 3&UP. mDN CLm 65,000. PURSE $36,000.
1  1 Runaway Banjo .........Dominguez R A .... Donk David ............12-1
2  2 Fregata ......................Hill C .................... Domino Carl ..........15-1
3  3 Forte E Potenti ...........Rojas R I .............. Sciacca Gary .........30-1
4  4 King Tallymon............Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda .............20-1
5  5 Mike’s Dream Team ...Velazquez J R ....... Dutrow Richard .......2-1
6  6 Intuition Magic ..........Desormeaux K J ... Ward Wesley .........10-1
7  7 Coastal Flare ..............Bejarano R ........... Frankel Bobby .........8-1
8  8 Sound Doctrine .........Gomez G K ........... Hough Stan .............6-1
9  9 Red Hot Poker ...........Leparoux J R ........ Kenneally Eddie .......5-1
10  10 Eff Jaa Gee ................Bridgmohan S X ... Violette Rick ..........15-1
11  11 Storm of Thunder ......Velasquez C .......... Hushion Mike ..........8-1

Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pick 3 (4-6), Pick 6 (4-9)

5TH (4:53) 1 mILE. TURf. f&m. 3&UP. CLAImING 35,000. PURSE $34,000.
1  2 Stashed Away ............Bejarano R ........... Ritvo Tim .................5-1
1A MTO Mustang Cali .............Velasquez C .......... Ritvo Tim .................5-1
2  6 American Dream’a .....Velazquez J R ....... Contessa Gary .......10-1
2B MTO Tzipi ..........................No rider ................ Contessa Gary .......10-1
3  1 Missed the Tower ......Arroyo N Jr .......... DiPrima Gregory ...20-1
4  3 Seeing Clearly ...........Luzzi M J .............. Morrison John .......20-1
5  4 Survived ....................Samyn J L ............ Jerkens Allen ...........2-1
6  5 Optimist Girl (ARG) ...Dominguez R A .... Jacobson David .......6-1
7  7 Quiet Cay ...................Castellano J J ....... Sheppard Jonathan ..12-1
8  8 Gilded Thread ............Coa E M ............... Bush Tom ................9-2
9  9 Hurricane Annie .........Velasquez C .......... Rice Linda .............20-1
10  10 Classic Marilyn ..........Chavez J F ............ Hertler John ..........10-1
11  AE Fairytale Story ...........Prado E S ............. Serpe Phil ................4-1
12  MTO Ballymist ...................No rider ................ Kilstein Matthew ....15-1
A-Coupled: Stashed Away and Mustang Cali;
B-Coupled: American Dream’a and Tzipi

Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pick 3 (5-7), Grand Slam (5-8)

6TH (5:25) 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. fILLIES. 2YO. mSW. PURSE $63,000.
1  3 Go Samantha Go .......Prado E S ............. Romans Dale .........15-1
1A 5 Dubai Angel ...............Velasquez C .......... Romans Dale .........15-1
2  7 Gipsy Lore .................Luzzi M J .............. Weaver George ........6-1
2B 8 Miss Challenge ..........Bejarano R ........... Weaver George ........6-1
3  1 Magnificent Truth ......Garcia Alan ........... Hennig Mark ............8-1
4  2 Valid Humor ..............Castellano J J ....... Hough Stan .............3-1
5  4 Our Dreamette ...........Coa E M ............... Ritvo Tim .................8-1
6  6 Namaste’s Wish .........Desormeaux K J ... Mott Bill...................5-1
7  9 Sankobasi ..................Dominguez R A .... McLaughlin Kiaran ..8-1
8  10 Boston Cat.................Leparoux J R ........ Biancone Patrick .....5-2
9  AE Madam Bling .............Prado E S ............. Toner Jimmy .........12-1
10  AE Return to Paradise ....Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd ..........4-1
11  AE Doctor Sparks ...........Chavez J F ............ Schettino Dominick ..20-1
12  AE Cape Cod Bay ............Bridgmohan S X ... Stewart Dallas .........6-1
13  AE Justoutofthebox ........Carter T ................ Jerkens Allen .........20-1
A-Coupled: Go Samantha Go and Dubai Angel
B-Coupled: Gipsy Lore and Miss Challenge

Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 4 (6-9), Daily Double

7TH (5:57) 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. f&m. 3&UP. NY BRED. ALLOWANCE. 
PURSE $62,000.
1  AE Our Montana Dream ..Gomez O .............. Candlin John .........10-1
1A MTO Kitty Nip ....................Gomez O .............. Candlin John .........10-1
2  1 Cordilleran Ice ...........Garcia Alan ........... Hennig Mark ..........15-1
3  2 As Do I ......................Desormeaux K J ... Contessa Gary .........6-1
4  3 Dr. Jess Jr .................Bridgmohan S X ... Cedano Heriberto ..15-1
5  4 Turning Leaves ..........Prado E S ............. Levine Bruce ...........6-1
6  5 Daring Dreamer .........Coa E M ............... Tagg Barclay ............4-1
7  6 Wynsome Wesley ......Gomez G K ........... Violette Rick ..........10-1
8  7 Sax in the City ...........Leparoux J R ........ Martin Carlos .........12-1
9  8 Storm Dixie ...............Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd ..........7-2
10  9 Miss Langfuhr ...........Samyn J L ............ Freeman Mike ........50-1
11  10 Miss Blarney Stone ...Dominguez R A .... Bush Tom ................3-1
12  AE Odetta One ................Bejarano R ........... Sciacca Gary .........12-1
13  AE Siempre Verde ...........Rojas R I .............. Aquilino Joe ..........30-1
14  AE Small Potatoes ..........Velasquez C .......... Pregman Jr John ...20-1
A-Coupled: Our Montana Dream and Kitty Nip

Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pick 3 (7-9)

8TH (6:30) THE P.G. JOHNSTON/WITH ANTICIPATION. 1 1/16 mILES. 
TURf. 2YO. PURSE $80,000.
1  1 Sherine ......................Garcia Alan ........... Dutrow Tony ............7-2
1A 4 Zee Zee ......................Desormeaux K J ... Mott Bill...................7-2
1X MTO Z Humor ....................No rider ................ Mott Bill...................7-2
2  2 Carry the Day ............Gomez G K ........... Contessa Gary .......12-1
3  3 High Appeal ...............Dominguez R A .... Trombetta Michael ...3-1
4  5 Nownownow .............Leparoux J R ........ Biancone Patrick .....8-1
5  6 Pulla Fast One ...........Hill C .................... Weaver George ......12-1
6  7 Sea Chanter ...............Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd ..........8-1
7  8 Caravel ......................Prado E S ............. Mott Bill...................6-1
8  9 Rebounded ................Coa E M ............... Tagg Barclay ............5-1
9  10 Day of Victory ...........Bejarano R ........... Biancone Patrick ...12-1
A-Coupled: Sherine and Zee Zee and Z Humor

Exacta, Trifecta, Daily Double

9TH (7:02) 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. 3&UP. mDN CLm 45,000. PURSE $26,000.
1  2 Pay in Kind ................Castellano J J ....... Violette Rick ............7-2
1A AE Absolute Return ........Gomez G K ........... Violette Rick ............7-2
2  4 Eat Em Alive ..............Coa E M ............... Sheppard Jonathan ..15-1
2B 5 Scavenger .................Rojas R I .............. Sheppard Jonathan ..15-1
3  1 Brave Emperor ..........Desormeaux K J ... Mott Bill...................2-1
4  3 Renown .....................Dominguez R A .... Jacobson David .....10-1
5  6 Star Studded .............Velasquez C .......... Alexander Frank .......6-1
6  7 Mighty Gigantor ........Hill C .................... Schettino Dominick ..15-1
7  8 Tu Sandy ...................Velazquez J R ....... Barbara Robert ......12-1
8  9 Arcanite .....................Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda ...............6-1
9  10 Decisive Play .............Leparoux J R ........ Clement Christophe ..10-1
10  11 Love That Wicked ......Bracetty J A .......... Sciacca Gary .........50-1
11  AE Lighthouse Point .......Rojas R I .............. Carroll II Del ..........20-1
12  AE Caught Stealing .........Prado E S ............. Serpe Phil ................4-1
A-Coupled: Pay in Kind and Absolute Return
B-Coupled: Eat Em Alive and Scavenger

Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta

 Friday’s Saratoga Entries

VENU  
NIGHTCLUB

RACETRACK NIGHT 
Every Monday

30 Caroline Street
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TERRY LINDSEY
EQUIDAE GALLERY

at the Holiday Inn

featuring
LOUISE PETERSON

SARA RENZULLI
TERRY LINDSEY

KATHY PARTRIDGE
and 25 more artists

OPEN DAILY
July 28th – Sept. 4th

9 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Artist Talks/Demos

each Friday at 10 a.m.
518-584-4550 Gallery

802-389-1175 Cell
802-325-3918 Studio

232 Broadway
Saratoga Springs, NY

View Show at www.equidae.com

RACE 1: SEVENTEEN LOVE rebounded from a disappointing try with a nice 
rail-skimming win here last month, holding off Rizzi’s Twist, an authoritative 
winner of her next race. Looks tough in midafternoon opener for sharp Tim 
Hills barn. SMOKIN SARAH ran third behind a couple of solid state-breds 
while running third in a stakes and returns to allowance company. WHAT’S 
YOUR POINT has made hers with two straight wins while climbing the class 
ladder, and moves up again first time off the claim for Gary Contessa.

RACE 2: Watch the tote for some clues in this puzzling state-bred maiden 
claimer loaded with debut runners. SIR SHEFFIELD is by the second-year sire 
Outofthebox, thus far successful with debut runners, out of the razor sharp 
Rick Shosberg barn. EL TAMBERITO has some bullet works at Philly Park for 
trainer Tony Dutrow. ONE LITTLE SECRET, part of an entry for Wesley Ward, 
drops in for a tag after three well-bet tries in maiden special company.

RACE 3: EGYPT LANE has moved significantly up in class after switching 
barns (to William Badgett), jockeys (to Edgar Prado) and surfaces (to turf). 
Moves up again after a fast-closing win here; while a similar fast pace isn’t 
assured, four solid works since her last indicate that she’s held her form. 
ZAYNAB has been close, but hasn’t won in his last eight, six of those as the 
favorite. She’s the type I tend to keep from the top of my tickets, but she’s 
generally good for a share. SWEET RANSOM is sharp for Bill Mott, but a 
cutback in distance demands odds higher than you’re likely to see.

RACE 4: RED HOT POKER makes his monthly start (though he barely squeez-
es in August). He could squeeze out a win dropping for a tag after three solid 
tries in maiden-special company since switching to Julien Leparoux. MIKE’S 
DREAM TEAM showed good energy closing despite zig-zagging down the 
center of the track in a very green fourth from far behind; also drops for a tag. 
FREGATA rallied from the back of the pack as well, and did so after being left 
at the gate; could get share despite a big move up in class.

RACE 5: STASHED AWAY has returned after nine months on the shelf with 
two fine efforts despite traffic trouble in the stretch each time; third try of 
the form cycle from a good post today. SURVIVED drops sharply in class 
for Allen Jerkens; this filly was beaten less than 4 lengths by Grade I winner 
Rutherienne in June. SEEING CLEARLY arguably had better form at Suffolk 
than did Dr Rico, a 31-1 surprise under these very same conditions Sunday.

RACE 6: BOSTON CAT was well-meant when she encountered trouble at the 
start, and was forced to angle extremely wide in the stretch before finishing 
with a flurry; stretch-out would seem to be an obvious help. George Weaver 
sends out a pair of first-timers in GIPSY LORE (by Giant’s Causeway) and 
MISS CHALLENGE (by More Than Ready) both of whom have been working 
on the lawn and have the pedigree. OUR DREAMETTE has shown good speed 
in grass sprints and could be tough to catch if left alone on the lead.

RACE 7: STORM DIXIE actually did rather well to finish sixth, just 5 lengths 
back, in her last when solidly four-wide both turns; that race has produced 
two winners and two runners-up. She raced well prior in an overnight stakes 
and seems well-spotted here. DARING DREAMER has put in good efforts in 
each of her four grass starts, and, benefiting from an inside trip, checked in 2 
lengths in front of the top choice last time out. AS DO I raced well enough in 
her first three starts for us to surmise that she just had a bad day when she 
faded to ninth in her last.

RACE 8: ZEE ZEE, by Exchange Rate (coupled with filly SHERENE) cruised 
past the field while four-wide on the turn in his debut under a highly confi-
dent Kent Desormeaux. SEA CHANTER is another filly taking on the boys; 
daughter of War Chant was out of the money at 3-10 at Colonial in her last try 
after winning her debut impressively at Belmont. REBOUNDED did so after 
stumbling and almost falling turning for home to win his debut for the sharp 
Barclay Tagg barn; looks to have a shot for at least a share, but so does nearly 
everyone else, so insist on value.

RACE 9: BRAVE EMPEROR drops in for a tag after an OK third in maiden spe-
cials, and gets the rail for Desormeaux and Mott; prospect of short price, but 
a dangerous combination to ignore. PAY IN KIND also takes a class drop and 
tries grass for the first time; direct descendent of the influential broodmare 
Glowing Tribute has green in her blood. STAR STUDDED has been finishing 
well at this level and begs inclusion towards the bottom of your tickets.

– alan Mann

Detailed Analysis

Race #

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

The 
Power 
Grid

Smokin Sarah
Against The Grain
Seventeen Love

Sir Sheffield
Ward entry

Friendslikethese
Zaynab

My Sister Diane
Sweet Ransom

Mike’s Dream Team
Sound Doctrine

Storm Of Thunder
Survived
Quiet Cay

American Dream’a
Boston Cat

Magnificent Truth
Weaver entry
Storm Dixie

Daring Dreamer
Miss Blarney Stone

High Appeal
Zayat entry

Caravel
Brave Emperor

Tu Sandy
Caught Stealing

 56/258

Seventeen Love
Smokin Sarah

What’s Your Point
Sir Sheffield
El Tamberito

One Little Secret
Egypt Lane

Zaynab
Sweet Ransom
Red Hot Poker

Mike’s Dream Team
Fregata

Stashed Away
Survived

Seeing Clearly
Boston Cat

Weaver entry
Our Dreamette

Storm Dixie
Daring Dreamer

As Do I
Zayat entry
Sea Chanter
Rebounded

Brave Emperor
Pay In Kind

Star Studded

58/258

Smokin Sarah
Seventeen Love
Contessa entry

Sir Sheffield
Friendslikethese

Fighter Ace
Zaynab

Sweet Ransom
Beau Dare

Fregata
Mike’s Dream Team

King Tallymon
Survived

Seeing Clearly
Ritvo entry
Boston Cat
Sankobasi

Namaste’s Wish
Daring Dreamer

Storm Dixie
Miss Blarney Stone

High Appeal
Sea Chanter
Zayat entry

Caught Stealing
Brave Emperor
Star Studded

70/258

Sunset Cocktail
Smokin Sarah

Itsnotthemoney
Thunder Buddy
Starship Dancer

El Tamberito
Egypt Lane
Ok To Pay
Beau Dare

Red Hot Poker
Runaway Banjo

Eff Jaa Gee
Missed The Tower
Hurricane Annie
Classic Marilyn

Return To Paradise
Valid Humor

Namaste’s Wish
Wynsome Wesley

Cordilleran Ice
Storm Dixie
Nownownow

Caravel
Day Of Victory
Brave Emperor

Mighty Gigantor
Arcanite

33/258To Date:

Pete fornatale Alan mann Brian Nadeau fickle finger of fate

 Escorted small-group trips 
to the top races in Europe.

   (800) 261-0499
  www.racing-europe.com PARTNER
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NEW CONSTRUCTION
Starting In The $220’s

MANOR HOMES

1 ACRE HOME SITES
SCHUYLERVILLE SCHOOLS

Call: Susan Svoboda
518 461-9525

www.mercantileiwm.com

Financial security and independence don’t just happen because you want them to.
You need a disciplined financial partner whose primary objective is to build
relationships that enrich your daily life, help meet your financial needs and help you plan
for a financially secure future. For families. For businesses. For all of life’s transitions:
It’s Mercantile Investment & Wealth Management and PNC Wealth Management.

To learn more, visit 
pnc.com

Mercantile-Safe Deposit and Trust Company ("MSD&T") is a member of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. ("PNC"). PNC provides investment and wealth
management, fiduciary services, FDIC-insured banking products and services and lending and borrowing of funds through its subsidiaries, PNC Bank, National
Association, PNC Bank Delaware, MSD&T and other subsidiary banks which are Members FDIC. PNC does not provide legal, tax or accounting advice.
Investments: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value. © 2007 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

173 Charlton Road, 
Ballston Spa

$499,900

3 Bedroom, one with FP, Formal Din-
ing Room, Family Room, 3 Bath. This 
1860 Farmhouse was completely ren-
ovated and expanded in 2004. Chefs 
Kitchen with custom hickory cabinets. Three sided fi replace, original hardwood fl oors 
and Large Master Suite with oversized bath. Separate wing perfect for in-law or home 
offi ce. Horse barns and turn about. Multiple buildings with power and 16ft door. 

View photo’s at www.ViewMirandaHomes.com 
or call 518-348-2020 for more information

Miranda Real Estate Group, Inc.
1482 Route 9 •Clifton Park, NY 12065

Phone:  518-348-2060 • Fax:  518-688-0423
www.ViewMirandaHomes.com

Shakis and Street Sense, two big winners on Travers 
Day representing Machiavellian, underscored the influ-
ence of the fortuitous purchase of a filly born a quarter 
of a century ago.

When Stavros Niarchos, through the British Blood-
stock Agency, bought the bay Maryland-bred yearling 
filly by Halo at the now-defunct Keeneland July sale 
in 1983, he may have wondered for a moment if he 
had overspent. After all, Halo’s yearling median was 
$61,000, and this filly had cost $825,000. Pleading 
temporary insanity, Niarchos named her Coup de Folie 
– “Act of Madness.”

Coup de Folie was the first foal out of an unraced 
Hoist The Flag mare named Raise The Standard. Her 
granddam Natalma had been disqualified (to third) 
from her only stakes win, Saratoga’s Spinaway, in 
1959. When she sustained an injury the following year, 
E.P. Taylor bred her to his first-season stallion Nearctic 
in June, resulting in Northern Dancer. Natalma pro-
duced three more stakes winners, all of whom paled in 
comparison to their half-brother. Understandably, fillies 
from the family were valued and revered.

In France, Coup de Folie became a Group III win-
ner at 2 in the Prix d’Aumale. She placed third in the 
prestigious Prix Marcel Boussac that same year, and at 
3 trained on to win a Listed event and place in her only 
North American start, a stakes race. With four wins in 
seven starts, she wasn’t at the head of her class but had 
made a good showing of herself.

Niarchos raced Coup de Folie merely to pass the 
time until he could breed her. Once retired, Coup de 
Folie got right down to it. Her first foal, Machiavellian, 
is the focus of today’s column, but her other contribu-
tions deserve an honorable mention: champion Coup 
de Genie (the “genius” intending to rectify, perhaps, the 

naming of her mother), producer of four stakes winners 
including French highweight Denebola; Group I win-
ner Exit To Nowhere; Group II winner Hydro Calido 
(a multiple stakes producer); Group III winner Ocean 
Of Wisdom; and the dams of Group winners Way Of 
Light and Admiralofthefleet. Fourteen stakes winners 
descending from Coup de Folie have raced for the Niar-
chos family (including one in partnership) making her 
one of the cornerstones of their powerful empire.

Mr. Prospector’s son Machiavellian was French 
champion 2-year-old, and his four wins included the 

Pedigree analysis

Hereditary
Leader

Tod Marks
Shakis (left) and Street Sense won major Saratoga stakes while representing machiavellian.

Machiavellian a 
prince among horses

BY FRanCEs KaROn

See Pedigree page 25
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Prix Morny and Prix de la Salamandre 
(both of which were also won by his full 
sister Coup de Genie). At 3 he was sec-
ond in the English 2,000 Guineas, but 
his biggest impact was to come as a sire.

Machiavellian fit perfectly into a niche 
at Dalham Hall in England. As one of 
few Mr. Prospectors in Europe, he would 
have naturally been short-listed for the 
best Northern Dancer-line mares in the 
vicinity. But the inbreeding factor was 
the ace up Machiavellian’s sleeve; not 
only was he a close relative of North-
ern Dancer, his dam was inbred 3x3 to 
the mare Almahmoud, maternal grand-
dam of Coup de Folie’s sire Halo and 
dam Raise The Standard (and North-
ern Dancer). Breeders sent mares with 
Northern Dancer bloodlines in droves.

Machiavellian was a prince indeed; 
he tried his own hand at world domina-
tion, having manipulated 67 stakes win-
ners, 49 with first or second dams from 
the male line of Northern Dancer, in a 
well-calculated career. Eleven of his 13 
Group I winners and 13 of 15 Group IIs 
are bred on this pattern. Shadwell Farm’s 
Shakis, trained by Kiaran McLaughlin to 
a win in the Grade II Bernard Baruch 
in 1:45 1/5 (thus dislodging Tentam’s 9 
furlong track record from 1973), has a 
second dam by Northern Dancer’s son 
Vice Regent. Amazingly, 7-year-old Sha-
kis was winning his first American stakes  
in the Baruch. Machiavellian, who died 
from laminitis in 2004, was known for 
his ability to get a mixed bag: Group I 
winners at 5 and 20 furlongs, and just 
about everything in between.

Street Cry was a good 2- and 3-year 
old in the United States and Un Worth 
Repeating

“Channing Hill.”
Name on the back of jump jockey 

Xavier Aizpuru’s helmet cover Thursd-
say when he won the New York Turf 
Writers Cup. Hill’s having some meet.

“Wow, look at those show prices. 
There was a few bridge-jumpers out 
there.”

Trainer Kiaran McLaughlin, after 
heavily favored Hesanoldsalt finished 
fourth in the five-horse fourth race, re-
sulting in three healthy show prices.

“We had nothin’ and it cost $200.”
Rich Cristiano, on Saratoga prices

“He came up on my stable mail the 

other day – I don’t know why I put him 
there – but I’ve got to bet him, don’t 
I?.”

Mike Balfe, moments before Bar City 
won Thursday’s finale

Fan at the horse crossing: “Are these 
the horses for the next race?”

NYRA employee at the horse cross-
ing: “They better be or else we’re in a lot 
of trouble.”

“That’s the beauty of the sport, you 
take these chances, you have to make 
these split second decisions, you go out 
with game plans and, like every sport in 
the world, sometimes game plans don’t 
fall into place, then you have to make 
decisions. Sometimes you make the right 
ones, sometimes you make the wrong 
ones. Today, it worked.”

Jockey Xavier Aizpuru, after winning 
the New York Turf Writers Cup

By the Numbers

23: Picnic tables staff reporter Brian 
Nadeau saw when walking into the track 
outside the Union Avenue entrance at 
noon Thursday.

 
21: Available picnic tables.

0: Falls in seven steeplechase races at 
the meet 

License Plates
KEENLND
TURF

Name of the Day

KIMBERLY DOLAN
HOME LOAN CONSULTANT

(518) 265-7782 Cell
(518) 580-1413 Fax

92 East Avenue
Saratoga Springs, NY  12866

WWW.KIMDOLANLOANS.COM
Dolankim@aol.com

Featuring Saratoga’s fi nest selection 
of Saratoga Sportswear & Souvenirs, 

Collectables, Jewelry, Fine Art & Crafts, 
Gifts for Horse & Dog Lovers of All Ages.

Corner of Broadway & Phila, Downtown Saratoga Springs

A Saratoga Tradition

(518) 587-0666  •  800-422-6972  •  Shop online at ImpressionsSaratoga.com

-For 29 Years-

72 Henry St · Saratoga Springs
450-0275

Carry Out & Free Delivery

PIZZA 
& DELI

Drive-Thru and 
FREE DELIVERY

www.henrycarolinepizza.com

Large 12 Slice Cheese Pizza
12 Wings, 6 Garlic Knots

2 Liter Soda

$17.99 Toppings &
Tax Extra

The Bronze Sculptures of

Jan 
Woods

At The 
Anthony M. Alonso

Exhibit
Gideon Putnam Hotel

Blue Room Gallery

July 26 - September 1
(Sculpture exhibit ends August 28)

10 AM to 1 PM & 5:30 PM to 8:30 PM
– Open Daily –

Exhibit: 518-584-8713
Cell: 501-960-2440

Studio: 501-225-7296
janwoodsartstudio.com

‘Schooling in
the Paddock’

    

376 Broadway • Saratoga Springs

Jenny Mirling
518-691-0254

238 CAROLINE STREET
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. $555,000
Wonderfully restored 1840 Federal locat-
ed near the heart of the Eastside Historic 
District, blocks to the track, school, park 
& downtown. 4 Bedrooms , 2.5 Baths

12 SARATOGA CIRCLE
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. $425,000
One-level home in Birch Run Saratoga’s 
gracious in town, town-home commu-
nity. 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

191-1/2 EAST AVENUE
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. $275,000
3 Bedrooms , 1.5 Baths. Adorable Cot-
tage on East Avenue’s only quiet spot. 4 
blocks to the track and one block to the 
East Side Recreation Field.

4 LESTERS LANE
Town of Greenfi eld $489,000
3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths – 5.08 Acres. As-
tounding details in this New England-
style reproduction in a natural, private 
setting only 9 miles to Broadway.

1063 PALMER ROAD
Broadalbin, N.Y.  $239,000
4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths - .59 Acres. Exquisite 
setting on Galway Lake 115’ lake frontage 
and privacy. Approx. 18 miles to Saratoga 
Springs and 15 miles to Amsterdam.

Pedigree –
 Continued from page 24
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The Mid-Atlantic’s 
Newest Comprehensive 

EQUINE THERAPY CENTER

Aqua Tred
Solarium Therapy
European Free Walker
Shock Wave Therapy
Magnetic Therapies
Acupuncture
Therapeutic Shoeing
Dental Care
State of the art facility houses
the latest in technological equipment designed to
promote a safe, healthy, and rapid advancement for
horses recovering from injury, making a return to
training, or to those who would bene t from a variety
of physical therapy options. Your horses will enjoy our 
Tapeta riding surface at Fair Hill.

Call Today!
Make an appointment to take advantage
of effective, affordable, and professional
services for your equine athlete.

FAIR HILL EQUINE
THERAPY CENTER

Contact Bruce Jackson: 
610-496-5080
Phone 410-620-2175 / Fax 410-620-2176
720 Training Center Drive
Elkton, Maryland 21921

Most 20-year-olds have already moved into the 
dorms and are back at college. Waking up and drag-
ging themselves to class across campus, they’re griping 
as they scan a neatly organized syllabus placed on the 
desk in front of them. That’s what I should be doing.

 Instead, I’m 397 miles from my Maryland home. 
Plus, I haven’t even attended class the first week. Tow-
son University is still far in the distance; a final weekend 
away. My professors let me stay in Saratoga Springs for 
the entire meet; they gave me eight more days.

So for now, reality will have to wait until after La-
bor Day. For the next three days, it’s early mornings, 
late nights, deadlines and the greatest race course in 
the country. It’s the final stretch before I make it home. 
These are the closing days of a life-changing summer.

My love for horse racing is still young. It all began 
as I stood on the rail Thanksgiving Day almost two 
years ago at Charles Town. It was my first venture to 
a track. I bet the entire $16 I had in my wallet to my 
parents’ dismay on a girl’s name. Jodi. I didn’t know 
anything about the game, but I figured she’d be good 
luck. I left with a thicker wallet, $86 thicker. I guess 
that’s why my parents kept me away.

Eighteen months went by and my luck never left. 
The passion only needed time to mature; a way to be 
productive. Some people search their entire lives for 

what I’ve found. I’ve found a way to make my passion 
full-time.

I’m working and having fun. I love writing about 
this game.

College started to fly by like Lawyer Ron in the 
Whitney. It was nearing the end of my sophomore year 
and I was already second guessing my major. Journal-
ism? I was spending more time staring into the glossy 
screen on my computer than most of my friends spent 
awake. And my writing was getting stale; it was un-
motivated.

Then came the assignment that turned things 
around. My professor and advisor, Jenny Atwater, 
gave me a chance to stumble across my future. She 
forced me to leave my computer and campus all to-
gether. She wanted me to go out and get a real story.

At first, my topic was homeless people in Baltimore 
City. It would’ve been challenging and interesting. 
Thankfully, someone else took the idea before me. So 
I had to think quick; I needed a topic.

Where did I go? I traveled the 5.8 miles from my 
dorm room to the clubhouse of Pimlico Race Course. 
The Preakness was in three weeks and I needed a story 
completed yesterday. Of course, I do my best work 
under pressure. It’s part of the business. It was Sunday 
and my project was due Wednesday.

My dad wanted to come along and it turned out 
to be a great move. My parents like to be involved; 

they’re my biggest encouragement. That afternoon my 
dad gave some good advice to a budding journalist.

“Don’t be chicken, go get your story!”
I couldn’t be nervous with my Dad there. So I spot-

ted members of the gate crew and waited for an open-
ing. They’d be able to help. As they walked off the 
track, I made my move. I met assistant starters Butch 
Hocker and Kevin Dzbynski. I just needed quotes, 
nothing more. But, I got a lot more.

New friends and eventually even an internship with 
The Special.

After completing my assignment, I did something 
unusual. I wrote for fun, just to write. I was intrigued 
by the gate crew and wanted to tell their story. As if 

Saratoga: School
is still in session

Alysse Jacobs
the special’s David Kosak, skipping the first week of classes.

BY DavID KOsaK

See kosak page 28 
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THE MEADOWLANDS ....................... Friday, September 21
BELMONT PARK .......................... Saturday, September 22
SHAWAN DOWNS ........................ Saturday, September 29
FOXFIELD FALL ............................. Sunday, September 30
VIRGINIA FALL .................................Saturday, October 6
VIRGINIA FALL .................................. Sunday, October 7
PHILADELPHIA PARK ...........................Monday, October 8
GENESEE VALLEY ............................ Saturday, October 13
MORVEN PARK ............................... Saturday, October 13
FAR HILLS ..................................... Saturday, October 20
INTERNATIONAL GOLD CUP ................ Saturday, October 20
AIKEN FALL ................................... Saturday, October 27
S’CHASE AT CALLAWAY ....................Saturday, November 3
MONTPELIER ................................Saturday, November 3
PENNSYLVANIA HUNT CUP ................. Sunday, November 4
COLONIAL CUP .............................. Sunday, November 18

National Steeplechase Association
Fair Hill, Maryland

www.nationalsteeplechase.com • (410) 392-0700
Bill Gallo, Director of Racing (443) 553-1882 

Thank you NYRA and New York Horsemen for your continued commitment to steeplechase racing.

Bring your horse!
Steeplechase racing welcomes new owners and can extend your Thoroughbred’s career. 
• $5 million in total purses.
• Five Grade I stakes worth $150,000-plus.
• Lucrative “novice” program for 
 fi rst- and second-year horses.
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FALL 2007 SCHEDULE
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the guys hadn’t done enough already, 
they invited me out for Preakness Day.

And that afternoon, I was introduced 
to Sean Clancy.

Nine and a half weeks later Sean 

brought me to the Spa. I packed my new 
dress clothes, a tape recorder, pens and 
a computer. I filled up the gas tank and 
hit the New Jersey Turnpike. I was go-
ing north.

I arrived eight hours from home, like 
a wide-eyed 2-year-old. I was complete-
ly green and didn’t know anyone. But I 
was here. I’d arrived at 71 Lincoln Av-
enue, my summer office and home.   

In one word, it’s been amazing. My 
dad called the other night to see how 
things were going. After listening to me 
ramble for several minutes, he stopped 
me and said,

“So son, you love it there?”
He already knew the answer.

$225,000,000
From 2000 through 2006 in
black type stakes races alone,

trainers who fed
Hallway Feeds Racing Products

$225-million dollars in
first place purse money.

earned in excess of

Hallway Feeds
Lexington, KY

(859) 255-7602 • (800) 753-4255
www.hallwayfeeds.com

®

®

®

®
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NEW!The Licorice Daughter:
My Year With Ruffian

by Lyn Lifshin
Available at The National Racing Museum 

191 Union Ave., Saratoga, New York
    Also available at Amazon.com and BarnesandNoble.com

v v

vv

Antiques

GLENWOOD MANOR ANTIQUES

4 Floors
30 Dealers • 24th Year

Visit the best antique center in the North Country!
Corner of Quaker Rd (RT 254) & Glenwood Ave.

Queensbury, NY
1 Mi. EAST OF EXIT 19, 

10 MIN. SO. OF LAKE GEORGE OUTLETS
Open Daily Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-6

518-798-4747
glenwoodmanorantiques.com

10% DISCOUNT 
on Tuesdays (With this Ad)

Kosak –
 Continued from page 26

Why wait for new construction? 
This 2 yr old Colonial is ready for your 
family now! Family room with 
fireplace, four bedrooms including a 
great master suite, and much more. 
Close to town! $336,900

Bright open floor plan. This home boasts 
4 BRs, 2.5 baths and a private yard w/heated 
inground pool, perennial landscaping, 
gazebo & hot tub; plus a full finished 
basement & so much more! Contact Bill 
Walker: 587.4500 ext. 157. $499,900

519 Broadway
Saratoga Springs
587.4500

Jane Mehan
518.796.3150

jmehan@nycap.rr.com

Tod Marks
SARATOGA? I SAID BETHLEHEm. mary mcGlothlin goes for a ride on the stable donkey at Sara-
toga Thursday.
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IT’S EASY TO GO!
Admission Available at the Gate Or…Enjoy Prepaid Express Entry! Purchase Polo Passes in Advance

By Phone – 518.584.8108 
Online at SARATOGAPOLO.COM 
1st National Bank of Scotia - All Branches 
Saratoga Saddlery, 460 Broadway, Saratoga Springs  

GO CLUBHOUSE STYLE!  
VIP ADMISSION WITH BOX SEATING

$20.00 per Person
Includes Box Seating  

  (First Come First Served) 
Admission to Air Conditioned Clubhouse.

 

GO FREESTYLE!
GENERAL ADMISSION

$20.00 per Carload
Pull Your Car Right Up to the Action
Enjoy Polo Field Side  

   (First Come First Served).

NOW - SEPTEMBER 2, 2007 
WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY, and SUNDAY EVENINGS at 5:30 p.m.

CHOOSE HOW TO GO!

For more Information and Reservations  
Call 518.584.8108 or visit SARATOGAPOLO.COM. 

®

EXPERIENCE SARATOGA POLO’S AWARD-WINNING CUISINE

During the Game: Unlimited Chef’s Selection of Tapas and Mingle Fare
Every Wednesday, Friday and Sunday – All Field Locations – 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Guests will be treated to a non-stop cornucopia of tastings using the freshest  
ingredients of the day expertly-prepared and butler-passed in the VIP area  
before and during each polo match.  
Only $20 per person with Clubhouse Admission

After the Game: Saratoga Polo’s Famed Unlimited Station Dining
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday – 7 to 10 p.m.

Unlimited Food stations include five extraordinary entree selections and an array of salads, des-
serts, coffee and delectables.  A variety of choices will always be offered to satisfy every palate.   
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED.  
Only $35 per person

     SARATOGA POLO
               It’s Time to GO!
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Clermont Farms
HORSEMANSHIP • STEWARDSHIP • QUALITY • DETAIL

737 Woods Rd., Clermont, NY 12526
518-610-1013 • Liz O’Connell, Manager • 518-537-5509 Fax

We’re All About Your Horse...
...UP CLOSE, PERSONAL, HANDS ON

We tailor every horse’s program to its immediate 
needs and continuing requirements. Daily handling, 
evaluation and observation keep your horse on course and 
allow for immediate adjustments. Our team of respected 
veterinarians and farriers are in constant communication.

Clermont’s 260+ acres include dozens of paddocks and 
pastures, miles of four-board and diamond mesh fencing, 
automatic waterers, and lush grasses. The barns feature 
oversized stalls, cement block construction, steel mesh 
doors and staff onsite 24/7.

Skilled management and an exceptional facility provide 
the framework for your horse to thrive and succeed at 
Clermont Farms, and beyond. 

Clermont Farms is accepting Yearlings for post-Sales Letdown
and we have openings in our Broodmare and Nursery Divisions.

Xavier Aizpuru gnawed on chicken wings in the 
jocks’ room kitchen last week, and complained about 
the way the condition book turned. The 32-year-old 
jump jockey was all set to ride Footlights in an al-
lowance race and Sweet Shani in the New York Turf 
Writers Cup during closing week. Aizpuru knew both 
mares were live in their respective spots. He had en-
gineered a hard-earned victory on Footlights during 
the first week and he nearly pulled off an impossible 
upset with Sweet Shani, arriving at the last with every 
chance before finishing third in the A.P. Smithwick. 

A double to close out Aizpuru’s meet seemed rea-
sonable. 

Then the allowance race didn’t fill as planned, 
forcing Footlights into the Turf Writers. Aizpuru 
watched Wednesday’s jump race – frustrating enough 
considering there were only seven chances to win at 
Saratoga this summer – and waited for the Turf Writ-
ers where he was set to ride Footlights. Steeplechase 
racing director Bill Gallo assigned her 133 pounds, 
29 less than highweight Mixed Up.

By about 4:55 Thursday afternoon, Aizpuru loved 
the condition book and was giving Footlights a con-
gratulatory slap for her stunning victory in the only 
Grade I steeplechase at Saratoga. Flat or jump, there 
is nothing like a win at Saratoga. Or in Aizpuru’s 
case, three. He won three at the meet to lead all jump 
jockeys at Saratoga. His only anxious moment came 
when Rum Squall nearly toppled over in front of 
the stands last week (yeah, he’s the one who reached 
down and gave his a horse a pat after the mistake). 
The triple put Aizpuru atop the jump jockey stand-
ings. His three wins at Saratoga place him in the top 
15 of all jockeys. 

Not bad for an Englishman who, up to 2004, had 
only heard about Saratoga from a few colleagues who 
ventured this way for a working vacation.

“Everybody’s heard of Saratoga,” Aizpuru said. 
“Some of the top jocks from home have come over 
when they’ve had a chance. If they’re coming to 
America, this is always the place they want to ride, 
everybody knows about Saratoga, it’s world re-
nowned.”

And frustrating as a flat tire.
Aizpuru came to Saratoga for the first time in 

2004. He toiled a long way from winning three races. 
He managed a seventh aboard 14-1 Rate Base, came 
back to finish sixth on the same horse at 24-1, fin-
ished fourth on 32-1 Sir Howard and finally called it 
a meet when finishing a non-threatening sixth with 
15-1 Chamaco. 

“I was so excited about coming up here for the 
first time,” Aizpuru said. “To be honest with you, I 
had a pretty terrible meet. I remember walking away 
from this place and turning to Rob Massey and say-
ing, ‘All I wanted to do is ride here – now, I can’t wait 
to get out of this place.’ ”

Massey had talked Aizpuru into coming to America 
earlier that year. Massey knew the move. He had been 
on the same treadmill as Aizpuru, going nowhere in 
a deep British jockey colony before coming here and 
rediscovering his career. He came to Saratoga for the 
first time in 2000, winning with his first ride. 

“I was going to quit and Rob called me up and 
said there was a good job over here,” Aizpuru said. 
“At that point in England, I had a little bit of success 
early in my career, then the last year I was there, I 
was riding bad horses in bad races. You could have 
slipped my confidence under a snake’s belly.”

Steeplechase trainer Doug Fout interviewed Aiz-
puru and offered him a second-call assignment. Aiz-
puru decided that wasn’t good enough and wound up 
in Janet Elliot’s barn.

“Working for Janet, even though she’s got a small 
string, she’s so well-respected in the sport, that I 
thought if people just saw me riding for her, they’d 
think I was a decent enough rider,” Aizpuru said. 
“She was the one who got me the ride on my first 
winner, Sailmaker for Jack Fisher. She hadn’t seen me 
ride in a race but she saw what I had done around her 
barn in the morning. She thrust me forward and the 
horse won and it’s snowballed from then.”

Aizpuru won 13 races last year, good enough for 
fourth in the year-end standings. This year, he’s been 
Fisher’s go-to guy and has picked up business all over 
the sport, galloping for Graham Motion in the morn-
ings. Three out of the seven jump races at the meet, 
the Flatterer Stakes for Jonathan Sheppard earlier in 
the summer and a big horse, Paradise’s Boss returns 
for the fall – Aizpuru has arrived. 

“In those three years I’ve been here, I’ve realized 
all you need is somebody to believe in you, to ride 
good horses and confidence. And confidence comes 
when you have the first two,” Aizpuru said. “Now, I 
feel like I could go home to England and ride with the 
same confidence, but I’d have to go back and ride the 
same sub-standard of horses. Obviously, I’m staying. 
I’m very, very grateful to everybody over here that 
have helped me so much. It’s given me back the belief 
in the whole sport.”

it’s shav-eee-ay ice-peru
  cuP oF coFFee

By sean Clancy
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(803) 649-1746 •  136 Chime Bell Church Rd, Aiken, SC  •  Mr. & Mrs. W.C. Freeman

www.chimebellfarm.com

Chime Bell Farm

We pride ourselves on 
giving each horse 

individual attention in a 
relaxed atmosphere

Our facilities 
include 200 acres of 

shady paddocks and pastures, 
all with plank fencing, and a 

1-1/2 mile European style turf gallop

Specializing in:

BREAKING 
YEARLINGS

and
FRESHENING 

OLDER HORSES


