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Claiborne 
Farm at

 Post Offi ce Box 150
Paris, Kentucky 40362-0150

Tel.(859) 233-4252   Fax 987-0008 
claibornefarm.com

INQUIRIES TO BERNIE SAMS
e-mail:  bernie@claibornefarm.com

Keeneland
September

A.P. Indy
Aptitude
Arch
Broken Vow
Came Home
City Zip
Dynaformer
Eddington
Empire Maker
Eurosilver

Recent Sales Graduates include:  
Champions WAR PASS, ARRAVALE
and two-time 
2009 G1 SW 
ZENSATIONAL

Half-siblings to:

By Such Sires as:

Champion ARRAVALE  G2 SW WEND 
Leading Sire PULPIT  2009 Multiple G1 SW ZENSATIONAL 
G1 SW LUCIFER’S STONE  G2 SW SPICE ISLAND

Monday, Sept. 14, Barn 6
Tuesday, Sept. 15, Barn 6 

Wednesday, Sept. 16, Barn 26
Monday, Sept. 21, Barn 38

Wednesday, Sept. 23, Barn 3
Friday, Sept. 25, Barn 38

First Samurai
Flatter
Forest Wildcat
Forestry
Giant’s Causeway
Horse Chestnut (SAf)
Johannesburg
Lemon Drop Kid
Mr. Greeley
Orientate

Out of Place
Pulpit
Sky Mesa
Songandaprayer
Street Cry (Ire)
Strong Hope
Touch Gold
Vindication
War Front
Yes It’s True

90695.CLB.KeeSepSaleSARSpclpg8-29.indd   1 8/28/09   3:07:40 PM
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Worth Repeating
“That’s all it’ll take.”

Trainer George Weaver, who tripled earlier in the meet, 
when told all he had to do was triple twice to be leading trainer

“I’m halfway through, I haven’t started screaming or given you a dirty look, 
so far.”

Edgar Prado, as he read The Special’s article on himself

“From 1 to 10, I’ll give it a 7.”
Prado, after finishing the article

“No, they look like tourists.”
Lerina Velazquez, deciding not to hand out 

The Special to a group on the backstretch Friday

“I traded Neil Howard for Merrill Scherer.”
Jocks’ agent Lenny Pike, 

who picked up another win for Scherer Thursday

“I jumped off.”
Jockey Rajiv Maragh after parting company with a horse at the gap

“Is he serious?’
Jockey Robby Albarado after breezing a horse with Walter Blum Jr. 

“It must be time for a haircut.”
The Saratoga Sleigh’s Don Nichols, 

after a guest told him he looked like Albert Einstein

“When he was training, he’d be sitting out in front of his barn watching 
some horse get hosed or something and the reporters would walk up. He’d 
say ‘you (bleep-bleepers) don’t need to come in this barn’ and that’s as far 
as they got. He was tough. He was sensitive to what they wrote, but he was 
tough on them.”

Trainer Barclay Tagg, on the way Hall of Famer 
Frank Whiteley treated the press back in the day

By the Numbers
1: Loose horse caught by jockey Kent Desormeaux Friday morning.

1: Hot rod golf cart won by jockey Alan Garcia at the Belmont Child Care 
Association dinner.

1: Exercise rider making the sign of the cross while shedrowing a horse 
Friday morning.

Name of the Day
Closeout, ninth race. This Ballston Spa starter, owned and bred by Glen 
Hill Farm, is by Repriced out of Deep Discount.

Sea Biscuit. Name of the red and white NYRA Garage golf cart.

Weather
Today: Showers early, less showers late. High 66. Chance of rain 60 percent. 
Tonight: A few showers in the evening, then clouds. Low near 60.
Sunday: Afternoon showers. High in the upper 70s. Low in the low 50s.
Monday: Partly Cloudy. High in the upper 60s. Low in the mid 40s.
Tuesday: Mostly Sunny. High 70, low 50.

Quote of the Morning

1-800-523-8143
Horse Transportation

“I’m not mad – I’m just tired.”

Saratoga local, on getting near the end of the meet

PROTECT YOUR EQUINE INVESTMENTS

HAMMERTOWN INSURANCE AGENCY
Contact: Anya Sheckley  PO Box 90, Pine Plains, NY 12567
Tel: 646-872-6843 Email: info@hammertowninsurance.com
Fax: 518-398-5143   Web: www.hammertowninsurance.com

517 Broadway, Suite 207
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

(Second Floor, around the back)

Phone: (518) 490-1175
Sean Mobile: (302) 545-7713
Joe Mobile: (302) 545-4424

E-mail: sean@st-publishing.com 
or jclancy@st-publishing.com

Internet: www.saratogaspecial.com

Published Wednesday through Sunday 
during the racing season. 
Every day of Sales Week Aug. 10-16.

The Staff
Editors/Publishers: Sean Clancy, Joe Clancy 
Staff Writers: Brian Nadeau, Karen Johnson, 
Ben Meyers, Katie Bo Williams, Colin Beaury
Photographers: Tod Marks, Dave Harmon, 
Connie Bush, Sarah Condon
Handicappers: Pete Fornatale, John Pana-
got, Gaile Fitzgerald, John Shapazian
Office Assistant: Jill Grant
Distribution: Ryan Clancy, Jack Clancy, 
Nolan Clancy, Jane Motion
Advertising Sales: Contact a Clancy or call 
Jon Bordeau (518) 812-4545 or Kathy Rubin 
at (203) 650-6815

ST Publishing Inc. Home Office
364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F,

Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 392-5867 • Fax (410) 392-0170

www.st-publishing.com
info@st-publishing.com

The Saratoga Special
Steeplechase Times

Thoroughbred Racing Calendar
The Best of The Saratoga Special

Saratoga Days and other acclaimed 
products and services 

within the equine industry.
Call us about your editorial needs.

“Editorial excellence is not a goal to be 
sought and one day acquired and then 
retired to the trophy case. It is instead 
an ambition which must be pursued 
each day, never ending, never totally 

achieved. That striving, that ambition is 
an essential part of our newspapers, a 

cornerstone of what we have been, 
what we are, and what we will be.”

– Lee Hills, Pulitzer Prize winner, 
Knight Ridder chief executive, in 1974

Here & There at Saratoga

Tod Marks
Gatekeepers. The loading team waits for a group of runners on Friday.
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Experience the “one in a million”      
                          equestrian property.
Experience the “one in a million”      
                          equestrian property.

Search for the unique.
SIREhorse.com

Saratoga Equine Properties | www.SIREhorse.com | 800.863.1798
Select Sotheby’s International Realty | 270 Broadway, Saratoga Springs | 518.580.8500 | SelectSothebysRealty.com

For glorious state-of-the-art facilities and a complete listing of exclusive equine properties. 
Exclusive Equine Properties in Upstate New York.

© MMVIII Sotheby’s International Realty A�  liates, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty A�  liates, Inc.  
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.  Each O�  ce Is Independently Owned And Operated, Except O�  ces Owned And Operated By NRT Incorporated. 

Stonebridge Farm

Featured Equine Properties

Stone Bridge Farm - World class breed-
ing an training facility, Schuylerville
$3M-$18M Shane Newell 490.1768

Perry Lane - � e quintessential coun-
try estate on 198 acres in Cambridge 
$2.9M Deborah Anderson 496.0237

Whitney Carriage House - � e � nest 
condominium living in Saratoga Springs 
from $850,000 Jane Sanzen 526.6056

Sez Who � oroughbreds Farm - 
Breeding and paddock facility on 265 
acres with ponds & roads, Stillwa-
ter $2.95M Shane Newell 490.1768

Curley Willow Farm - Elegant manor 
and farm with up to 240 acres in Cam-
bridge $989,000 Harold Reiser 588.5224

Twin Spruce Farms - � e � nest of 
equestrian living and state-of-the-
art facility on 33 acres in Stone Ridge 
$3.5M Mike Franklin 315.876.2262

Shane Newell
518.490.1768
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The Travers always has storylines. 
This year’s version of the Grade I stakes 
borders on fiction.

The Derby win-
ner, Mine That Bird, 
trained all summer at 
Saratoga but won’t 
run because he hasn’t 
recovered from throat 
surgery. The Preakness 
winner, Rachel Alex-

andra, trained at Saratoga all summer, 
but won’t run because she’s bowing to 
her stablemate and has a date with older 
males in the Woodward. 

So what’s left of the story?
Todd Pletcher tries to win the Travers 

with a horse coming out of 6 1/2 furlong 
stakes. Steve Asmussen tries to win the 
Travers with the second best 3-year-old 
in his barn. Bill Mott tries to win the 
Travers with a horse who’s never won 
a race on the dirt. Kiaran McLaughlin 
tries to win the Travers with a horse who 
failed as the favorite in the Jim Dandy 
and as co-second choice in the Belmont 
Stakes. Ian Wilkes tries to win the Travers 
with a horse eligible for two-other-than 
allowance conditions. Nick Zito tries to 
win the Travers with a horse who went 
to Delaware Park to break his maiden. 
Tim Ice tries to win the Travers with the 

best horse he’s ever trained. 
Funny thing is, they all have a shot. 
Now you figure it out. 
And, by the way, it’s raining as this is 

being written Friday night.
Friday morning, Mott untacked his 

pony, checked a run-down patch on a 
horse who just breezed on the turf and 
scanned the 140th Travers’ past perfor-
mances, given to him by a reporter. With 
the co-longest shot on the board, Hold 
Me Back, Mott has the ability to be ob-
jective.

There in post position order read the 
seven horses for the Shadwell Travers. 
WinStar Farm’s Hold Me Back (Ju-
lien Leparoux), William and Suzanne 
Warren’s Charitable Man (Ramon 
Dominguez), Stevens Miles’ Warrior’s 
Reward (Calvin Borel), Edward Evans’ 
Quality Road (John Velazquez), Robert 
LaPenta’s Our Edge (Alan Garcia), Ka-
larikkal and Vilasini Jayaraman’s Sum-
mer Bird (Kent Desormeaux). Stonestreet 
Stable and Gulf Coast Farm’s Kensei 
(Edgar Prado). 

Mott studied the pages. 
“Charitable Man is a nice horse, has a 

little gas,” Mott said. “Looks like Borel 
dropped Warrior’s Reward back to last 
one time and sent him to the lead the 
next. Quality Road, he’s going to show 

Travers 
Stakes 

Preview

Plot is still thick
by Sean Clancy

Tod Marks
The Man O’ War Cup will be awarded to the 140th Travers winner this afternoon.

Plenty to watch 
in Travers even 
without two stars

See Travers page 6
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Saratoga Special Tix Ad – 8/1, 8/8 & 8/29

 Alison M./Amy F.

Amy A,

The richest two days in sports will soon be upon us. The Breeders’ Cup 

World Championships return to Santa Anita Park, November 6th and 7th. 

Outstanding seats are still available, but only if you act now. See the world’s 

top Thoroughbreds compete for 14 Championships over two days. The action 

will be high, and the stakes even higher: with $100 million in payouts up for 

grabs. Make sure you don’t get shut out. Get tickets by calling (877) TIX4CUP or 

by going to breederscup.com.

09-BRC-087_Saratoga_Tix_Ad.indd   1 7/27/09   4:19:43 PM
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into the Haskell and I feel like he ran a 
winning race, we were overshadowed by 
the filly, obviously she’s a very, very nice 
horse, we were second-best that day. The 
mile and a quarter is the biggest factor 
and the fact that we can get back to let-
ting him run his race instead of sending 
him up close to the front.”

Summer Bird tracked Rachel Alex-
andra and Munnings in the Haskell and 
held on well enough to be second, 6 
lengths behind Rachel Alexandra and a 
length in front of  Munnings. In his other 
races, Summer Bird relaxed and punched 
late, which will be the plan again in the 
Travers. 

“We had to show speed at Monmouth, 
we knew what we were up against, he 
stepped up and ran a big race, I was very, 
very happy with how he ran,” Ice said. 
“They went three quarters in 1:09 and 
change and we were right there. I don’t 
think he’s a plodder. To know the versa-
tility is there, we can go in any race confi-
dent, if there’s a fast pace or a slow pace, 
we can go either way.”

Kensei will make his presence felt in 
the pace equation. Breaking from the out-
side, the Dwyer and Jim Dandy winner 
showed tactical speed to sit second in the 
Jim Dandy before rolling to an easy win 
over Warrior’s Reward and Charitable 
Man. While those two suffered eventful 
trips, Prado was able to negotiate a per-
fect scenario for the Jim Dandy. Minutes 
after winning, Prado was already analyz-
ing his chances in the Travers. 

“I was where I wanted to be, second 

or third, nice and easy, in the clear. He 
passed the test. He’ll be easier next time. 
He’s the kind of horse that has the tools,” 
Prado said. “He relaxed on the backside 
until I asked him so he had something 
left. Those are two things I like, I hope 
he carries over to the next one. I like the 
way he picked it up, he didn’t level off. 
Horses need natural speed to be where 
I wanted to be. And comfortable, then 
you can play it from there. If you want to 
go, you can go, if you want to take back, 
you can take back.”

Of all the horses, Kensei probably has 
the most tactical advantage. The four-
time winner breaks from the outside 
which should allow Prado the chance 
to see what’s going on inside him before 
committing to a position. 

Warrior’s Reward earned some hype 
this spring when he won an allowance 

race at Churchill Downs over Munnings. 
In his next two starts, the $180,000 year-
ling went off favored in the Northern 
Dancer and the Dwyer. The robust son 
of Medaglia d’Oro stumbled badly in the 
Dwyer and then ran second behind Ken-
sei in the Jim Dandy. He looks to break 
through to the next level in the Travers.

“Great mind. Very classy,” trainer 
Ian Wilkes said. “I liked him at the sale 
and I picked him out. He has a good leg 
to him; good bone. I liked the way he 
walked. I took a shot; Medaglia d’Oro, 
first season sire. He’s out of a Seek-
ing the Gold mare. He just fit, and we 
liked everything about him. The price, 
$180,000, was a stretch for a first-sea-
son sire, but he is a good-looking horse 
and we really liked him.”

Hold Me Back owns three wins and a 
second over synthetic surfaces; actually 

speed going this distance. Our Edge has 
speed. Summer Bird won the Belmont. 
Kensei is probably the up-and-coming 
horse. I don’t know, but we’re going to 
find out.”

At about 5:48 this evening.
Todd Pletcher has the most to find out. 

He took over the training of arguably the 
most talented colt – colt – of this 3-year-
old crop when Evans decided to fire Jim-
my Jerkens. Pletcher received the son of 
Elusive Quality June 15 and immediately 
set out for today. Quality Road fought 
hoof issues all spring and was playing 
catch up to get to the 10-furlong Travers. 
Pletcher knew he couldn’t get him ready 
in time to go 9 furlongs in the Haskell 
or the Jim Dandy so he took aim at the 
6 1/2-furlong Amsterdam. Quality Road 
dominated the stakes, setting a new track 
record in the process.

Asked if he could change one thing, 
Pletcher would lop off a furlong.

“I guess I’d make the race a mile and 
an eighth, we’ve had a good 26 days since 
the Amsterdam, the horse has responded 
well, he’s training well,” Pletcher said. 
“We wanted to win the Amsterdam but 
we also felt like it was a stepping stone 
to this, had he run well and finished sec-
ond or third and galloped out good and 
came out of it good, we were still think-
ing this, but all that being said, we didn’t 
lead him over there thinking he wasn’t 
ready to run that day.”

If it was a talent show, Quality Road 
would be a lock. He’s won four of five 
starts, including the Fountain of Youth, 

Florida Derby and Amsterdam. He tries 
a mile and a quarter for the first time. 
Going from a 6 1/2-furlong stakes to a 
10-furlong stakes wouldn’t show up in 
any trainer’s manual. Pletcher didn’t have 
a choice and he thinks it can be done.

“When we got him in, we basically 
needed seven to 10 days to get ready for 
a breeze, he had one three-eighths breeze 
since he had the foot issues, looking at the 
calendar, it’s like, ‘how am I going to get 
to the Jim Dandy or the Haskell in this 
amount of time without doing something 
out of the box?” Pletcher said. “Look-
ing at it, if I can breeze him two halves 
and three five-eighths, I thought I could 
have him ready for the Amsterdam. The 
only thing that didn’t go exactly how we 
wanted it, we had to push the one work 
back 24 hours. Outside of that, every-
thing has fallen into place the way we 
hoped it would, whether that’s going to 
be good enough, we’ll find out.”

Belmont winner Summer Bird ar-
rived in Saratoga after finishing second 
to Rachel Alexandra in the Haskell. Tim 
Ice bedded him down in the stakes barn 
and put two breezes into the rangy son 
of Birdstone. Kent Desormeaux guided 
him through both breezes, 5 furlongs in 
1:01 4/5 Aug. 15 and a 1:00 4/5 Aug. 22. 
Ice is new on this stage but on Thursday 
morning, the Louisiana Downs-based 
conditioner had a handle on running his 
first horse in the Travers.  

“The horse is ready, I’ve been ready, 
looking forward to it, he’s going very, 
very well. I feel the same way as I did 
leading to the Belmont. Friday morning, 
he came off the track bucking and play-
ing,” Ice said. “I was confident going 

Saratoga’s Finest Selection of 
Sportswear, memorabilia, 

collectables, jewelry & gifts 
for horse racing fans.

Tod Marks
Kensei starts from the No. 7 spot in today’s Travers Stakes.

Travers –
 Continued from page 8

See Travers page 9

Travers –
 Continued from page 8

the only three times the horse has hit the 
board. The $400,000 yearling failed in 
the Kentucky Derby, after making an au-
dacious middle move and flopped in the 
Remsen last fall, his only two attempts 
on the dirt. He won the Lane’s End at 
Turfway Park and finished second in the 
Blue Grass at Keeneland in April. 

Our Edge, a Florida-bred son of 
The Cliff’s Edge, possesses dangerous 
early speed and will probably be on the 
lead under Alan Garcia. The $130,000 
yearling purchase won his last three 
by taking it to them early, accounting 
for a maiden, the Coronado’s Quest at 
Monmouth and the Barbaro Stakes at 
Delaware Park.  

Charitable Man disappointed in the 
Jim Dandy while suffering a disjoint-
ed trip for most of the way. Ramon 
Dominguez takes over for Garcia. A dy-
namic winner of the Peter Pan, Chari-
table Man didn’t quite see it out in the 
Belmont and then failed as the favorite 
in the Jim Dandy. 

140th Running
Saturday, 

Post Time: 5:46 p.m.  
Purse: $1 million

Post	H orse	T rainer	 Jockey	L ine

1	 Hold Me Back	 Bill Mott	 Julien Leparoux	 15-1
2	C haritable Man	K iaran McLaughlin	R amon Dominguez	 6-1
3	 Warrior’s Reward	I an Wilkes	C alvin Borel	 8-1
4	 Quality Road	T odd Pletcher	 John Velazquez	 8-5
5	O ur Edge	N ick Zito	A lan Garcia	 15-1
6	S ummer Bird	T im Ice	K ent Desormeaux	 3-1
7	K ensei	S teve Asmussen	E dgar Prado	 7-2
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William Parsons, Jr.

Craig Peretz
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into the Haskell and I feel like he ran a 
winning race, we were overshadowed by 
the filly, obviously she’s a very, very nice 
horse, we were second-best that day. The 
mile and a quarter is the biggest factor 
and the fact that we can get back to let-
ting him run his race instead of sending 
him up close to the front.”

Summer Bird tracked Rachel Alex-
andra and Munnings in the Haskell and 
held on well enough to be second, 6 
lengths behind Rachel Alexandra and a 
length in front of  Munnings. In his other 
races, Summer Bird relaxed and punched 
late, which will be the plan again in the 
Travers. 

“We had to show speed at Monmouth, 
we knew what we were up against, he 
stepped up and ran a big race, I was very, 
very happy with how he ran,” Ice said. 
“They went three quarters in 1:09 and 
change and we were right there. I don’t 
think he’s a plodder. To know the versa-
tility is there, we can go in any race confi-
dent, if there’s a fast pace or a slow pace, 
we can go either way.”

Kensei will make his presence felt in 
the pace equation. Breaking from the out-
side, the Dwyer and Jim Dandy winner 
showed tactical speed to sit second in the 
Jim Dandy before rolling to an easy win 
over Warrior’s Reward and Charitable 
Man. While those two suffered eventful 
trips, Prado was able to negotiate a per-
fect scenario for the Jim Dandy. Minutes 
after winning, Prado was already analyz-
ing his chances in the Travers. 

“I was where I wanted to be, second 

or third, nice and easy, in the clear. He 
passed the test. He’ll be easier next time. 
He’s the kind of horse that has the tools,” 
Prado said. “He relaxed on the backside 
until I asked him so he had something 
left. Those are two things I like, I hope 
he carries over to the next one. I like the 
way he picked it up, he didn’t level off. 
Horses need natural speed to be where 
I wanted to be. And comfortable, then 
you can play it from there. If you want to 
go, you can go, if you want to take back, 
you can take back.”

Of all the horses, Kensei probably has 
the most tactical advantage. The four-
time winner breaks from the outside 
which should allow Prado the chance 
to see what’s going on inside him before 
committing to a position. 

Warrior’s Reward earned some hype 
this spring when he won an allowance 

race at Churchill Downs over Munnings. 
In his next two starts, the $180,000 year-
ling went off favored in the Northern 
Dancer and the Dwyer. The robust son 
of Medaglia d’Oro stumbled badly in the 
Dwyer and then ran second behind Ken-
sei in the Jim Dandy. He looks to break 
through to the next level in the Travers.

“Great mind. Very classy,” trainer 
Ian Wilkes said. “I liked him at the sale 
and I picked him out. He has a good leg 
to him; good bone. I liked the way he 
walked. I took a shot; Medaglia d’Oro, 
first season sire. He’s out of a Seek-
ing the Gold mare. He just fit, and we 
liked everything about him. The price, 
$180,000, was a stretch for a first-sea-
son sire, but he is a good-looking horse 
and we really liked him.”

Hold Me Back owns three wins and a 
second over synthetic surfaces; actually 

speed going this distance. Our Edge has 
speed. Summer Bird won the Belmont. 
Kensei is probably the up-and-coming 
horse. I don’t know, but we’re going to 
find out.”

At about 5:48 this evening.
Todd Pletcher has the most to find out. 

He took over the training of arguably the 
most talented colt – colt – of this 3-year-
old crop when Evans decided to fire Jim-
my Jerkens. Pletcher received the son of 
Elusive Quality June 15 and immediately 
set out for today. Quality Road fought 
hoof issues all spring and was playing 
catch up to get to the 10-furlong Travers. 
Pletcher knew he couldn’t get him ready 
in time to go 9 furlongs in the Haskell 
or the Jim Dandy so he took aim at the 
6 1/2-furlong Amsterdam. Quality Road 
dominated the stakes, setting a new track 
record in the process.

Asked if he could change one thing, 
Pletcher would lop off a furlong.

“I guess I’d make the race a mile and 
an eighth, we’ve had a good 26 days since 
the Amsterdam, the horse has responded 
well, he’s training well,” Pletcher said. 
“We wanted to win the Amsterdam but 
we also felt like it was a stepping stone 
to this, had he run well and finished sec-
ond or third and galloped out good and 
came out of it good, we were still think-
ing this, but all that being said, we didn’t 
lead him over there thinking he wasn’t 
ready to run that day.”

If it was a talent show, Quality Road 
would be a lock. He’s won four of five 
starts, including the Fountain of Youth, 

Florida Derby and Amsterdam. He tries 
a mile and a quarter for the first time. 
Going from a 6 1/2-furlong stakes to a 
10-furlong stakes wouldn’t show up in 
any trainer’s manual. Pletcher didn’t have 
a choice and he thinks it can be done.

“When we got him in, we basically 
needed seven to 10 days to get ready for 
a breeze, he had one three-eighths breeze 
since he had the foot issues, looking at the 
calendar, it’s like, ‘how am I going to get 
to the Jim Dandy or the Haskell in this 
amount of time without doing something 
out of the box?” Pletcher said. “Look-
ing at it, if I can breeze him two halves 
and three five-eighths, I thought I could 
have him ready for the Amsterdam. The 
only thing that didn’t go exactly how we 
wanted it, we had to push the one work 
back 24 hours. Outside of that, every-
thing has fallen into place the way we 
hoped it would, whether that’s going to 
be good enough, we’ll find out.”

Belmont winner Summer Bird ar-
rived in Saratoga after finishing second 
to Rachel Alexandra in the Haskell. Tim 
Ice bedded him down in the stakes barn 
and put two breezes into the rangy son 
of Birdstone. Kent Desormeaux guided 
him through both breezes, 5 furlongs in 
1:01 4/5 Aug. 15 and a 1:00 4/5 Aug. 22. 
Ice is new on this stage but on Thursday 
morning, the Louisiana Downs-based 
conditioner had a handle on running his 
first horse in the Travers.  

“The horse is ready, I’ve been ready, 
looking forward to it, he’s going very, 
very well. I feel the same way as I did 
leading to the Belmont. Friday morning, 
he came off the track bucking and play-
ing,” Ice said. “I was confident going 

Saratoga’s Finest Selection of 
Sportswear, memorabilia, 

collectables, jewelry & gifts 
for horse racing fans.

Tod Marks
Kensei starts from the No. 7 spot in today’s Travers Stakes.

Travers –
 Continued from page 8

See Travers page 9

Travers –
 Continued from page 8

the only three times the horse has hit the 
board. The $400,000 yearling failed in 
the Kentucky Derby, after making an au-
dacious middle move and flopped in the 
Remsen last fall, his only two attempts 
on the dirt. He won the Lane’s End at 
Turfway Park and finished second in the 
Blue Grass at Keeneland in April. 

Our Edge, a Florida-bred son of 
The Cliff’s Edge, possesses dangerous 
early speed and will probably be on the 
lead under Alan Garcia. The $130,000 
yearling purchase won his last three 
by taking it to them early, accounting 
for a maiden, the Coronado’s Quest at 
Monmouth and the Barbaro Stakes at 
Delaware Park.  

Charitable Man disappointed in the 
Jim Dandy while suffering a disjoint-
ed trip for most of the way. Ramon 
Dominguez takes over for Garcia. A dy-
namic winner of the Peter Pan, Chari-
table Man didn’t quite see it out in the 
Belmont and then failed as the favorite 
in the Jim Dandy. 

140th Running
Saturday, 

Post Time: 5:46 p.m.  
Purse: $1 million

Post	H orse	T rainer	 Jockey	L ine

1	 Hold Me Back	 Bill Mott	 Julien Leparoux	 15-1
2	C haritable Man	K iaran McLaughlin	R amon Dominguez	 6-1
3	 Warrior’s Reward	I an Wilkes	C alvin Borel	 8-1
4	 Quality Road	T odd Pletcher	 John Velazquez	 8-5
5	O ur Edge	N ick Zito	A lan Garcia	 15-1
6	S ummer Bird	T im Ice	K ent Desormeaux	 3-1
7	K ensei	S teve Asmussen	E dgar Prado	 7-2
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BALLERINA STAKES

Jonathan Sheppard confessed. 
The Hall of Fame trainer was asked if he worried 

more about Informed Decision because she’s riding a 
five-race win streak. 

“Well, you do a bit, yes,” Sheppard said, walk-
ing back to his barn at the Annex Friday morning. 
“I’m trying to stop myself from reading about her, 
she’s 8-for-10, won five in a row, unbeaten at seven-
eighths.”

There’s plenty to read. Augustin Stable’s Informed 
Decision takes on champion Indian Blessing in to-
day’s Grade I Ballerina, which drew a select field of 
six as the 10th race.

Sheppard admits she might be the fastest he’s ever 
trained. 

“I would probably say, just for pure, raw speed, 
yeah. Storm Cat was pretty speedy,” Sheppard said. 
“It’s just how God made her, she’s a running ma-
chine, which is odd because she’s bred to go a mile 
and a half, by a Derby winner out of a His Majesty 

mare, so you never know. She’s just very up, forward, 
aggressive.”

The gray daughter of Monarchos has lost two rac-
es in her life, both stakes, both last year. She finished 
2008 with stakes wins at Belmont Park and Keenel-
and. Put away for the winter – a good jump trainer 
never forgets – Informed Decision has been flawless 
in 2009. She looked beaten strides before the wire in 
the Grade I Madison but nailed Breeders’ Cup Filly 

and Mare Sprint heroine, Ventura, on the wire. She 
produced the same finishing kick when she won the 
Humana Distaff at Churchill Downs and again in the 
Chicago Handicap at Arlington Park.

Friday morning, Sheppard directed the most eclec-
tic shedrow of horses in Saratoga. Champion Forever 
Together, the Diana winner, was back at his Pennsyl-

Pressure
Packed

Tod Marks
Informed Decision goes for a gallop at Oklahoma Friday morning.

Informed Decision 
puts streak on the line

BY SEAN CLANCY

See informed decision page 10 
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vania farm but the rest of his team consisted of veter-
an jumpers Mixed Up, Sermon Of Love, Lead Us Not 
and Three Carat as well as turf filly Sobee, 7-year-old 
one-eyed Dirge who finished sixth for a $100,000 tag 
here last week and the gray filly looking out over a 
webbing and diving into her haynet. She’s a freak, 
especially in Sheppard’s typical turf brigade.

“Mine are usually two-turn types. She was about 

the third horse that Patti Miller (of EQB bloodstock 
consultants) had picked out for us. Forever Together 
was one, the other one was extremely fast but un-
sound, both of those had staying pedigrees but were 
very fast, so when this one came, I rather expected 
her to be quick, she was the highest price at Timo-
nium, so I knew she was fast. You kind of have to 
throw the pedigree out the window.”

Sheppard doesn’t get many $320,000 2-year-old 
purchases. He’s more used to being the last stop 
than the first stop. For years, he’s worked magic 
with homebreds for George Strawbridge, Bill Pape 
and ones of his own. He buys turf horses looking for 
new careers over jumps and imports some European 
steeplechase prospects. But, for Sheppard, to have his 
finger on something as high-octane as Informed Deci-
sion, well, that’s new territory.

She breezed 5 furlongs over the main track in 58 
seconds four days ago.

“She always works fast. She is fast. What do they 
say, ‘A loaded gun will go off in anybody’s hand,’ ” 
Sheppard joked. “Until we found out how fast she 
was, we didn’t do anything different in her training, 
but it was fairly obvious fairly early on. We gallop 
her shorter distances and let her gallop a little bit 
faster, it doesn’t take much doing to get her to gallop 
faster. We don’t try to restrain her.”

Informed Decision spent most of her summer sta-
bled at Presque Isle Downs with Sheppard’s assistant 
Barry Wiseman. 

Sheppard has horses spread from Saratoga to the 
farm in Pennsylvania to Springdale Training Center 
in Camden, S.C. 

Wednesday, the trainer was in Saratoga to over-
see two schooling sessions and a routine gallop for 
Informed Decision, he drove to the farm to check on 
Forever Together, then flew back to Saratoga in time 
for Thursday’s training and to saddle two in the New 
York Turf Writers Cup. 

He’s been known to have three rental cars in use at 
one time and go to BWI Airport and wonder why his 
flight isn’t on the Departures board, only to realize 
he was meant to fly from Philadelphia. Already in the 
Hall of Fame, he’s never had a better stable than right 
now. Mostly turf, except for God’s creation who runs 
in the Ballerina. 

“I’ve tried to keep some of them on the dirt but 
they always seem to end up on the turf, like With An-
ticipation,” Sheppard said. “A lot of it is how they’re 
bred and my background.  I prefer seeing horses run 
on the grass, it’s a little bit easier on them, but if you 
have a big stable, it’s nice to have some balance.”

Especially when she’s 8-for-10 and 2-1 in a Grade 
I at Saratoga.

Informed Decision –
 Continued from page 12

Fun and affordable 
racing partnerships

www.allplaystable.com

All Play Stables  

WWW.HORSERACINGNATION.COM

Horse Racing’s newest on-line community 
and information resource.

Re-live racing history by browsing and contributing to The 
Wiki, a database of horse racing information built by and 
for horse racing fans, owners, breeders, trainers, jockeys 
and handicappers.
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Race 1: THE PLOT THICKENS projects as lone speed and that’s never a 
bad thing on the turf. Catch him to cash. COPS FEVER seems to get along 
nicely with Kent Desormeaux and enters off a big maiden win. Never been 
a fan of SEPARATIST. Thinking he’s teasing once again today. If on dirt: 
Inherit The Gold, Heavenly Blaze, Her Latest Flame.

Race 2: Stabbing with KATY NOW, who took money in her debut and just 
worked well over the slop last Sunday. DEVIL MAY CARE should come out 
running and has worked well. CAST CALL too, but the rail and 6 furlongs 
might pose a problem.

Race 3: SCHNEERSON drew the perfect attack post and should move for-
ward off an inspiring debut. RECRUIT could be the fresh new face that gets 
it done. Too many chances for EAGLE STRIKE, who almost had to win last 
time yet couldn’t.

Race 4: In a race where everyone seems the same on paper take the price 
horse, BROTHER KEITH, who tries turf for the first time since March. 
GOLDEN MEXICO had a tough trip last time and is dangerous with smooth 
sailing. JACK SPRATT is coming to hand at the right time and will offer val-
ue. If on dirt: Hamazing Destiny, Mike From Queens, Glittermans Cartel.

Race 5: GRAND STAGE gets the call on the drop for a barn that’s been 
hot with limited starters. LISCARROLL drew well and should save all the 
ground. Same with NEWPORT, who added the hood and ran a career best. 
If on dirt: Grand Stage, Stratos, Forest King.

Race 6: PICOU ran huge to a nice prospect in his first start in seven 
months; looks imposing today. LEASE OF LIFE had a tough trip in his last 
and is a player with smooth sailing. READY’S CLYDE ran by far his best 
race when switched to the turf last out and will be a bomb that could spice 
up your trifecta. If on dirt: Rikman, The Roundhouse, Rip Rap.

Race 7: Somehow there’s no speed in the Victory Ride, and that bodes 
well for BOLD UNION, who might forget to stop. SARA LOUISE will go 
favored and deservedly so, but she won’t offer value and will need longer 
to show her best. A name to remember down the line to be sure. SELVA 
could benefit from modest splits and hang around for a share.

Race 8: I’ve heard good things about KETTLE RIVER and that’s enough to 
give him the call in this head-scratcher. His last gate work is encouraging. 
ALEX LE GREAT has been working well at Fair Hill and might get over-
looked on the board. NO TRUTH TOLD comes out of the Opening Day heat 
that already saw one next-out winner.

Race 9: RUTHERIENNE could have won the Grade I Diana with a clean 
run and now drops back to a distance she loves (7-for-9 lifetime). DYNA’S 
LASSIE also cuts back and ran well at Del. Park. Not much speed so she 
might get first run. COCOA BEACH was just up in the De La Rose but the 
waters get deeper today.

Race 10: INFORMED DECISION has won five straight at 7 furlongs at four 
tracks. Worked beautifully the other day, is comfortable both on or off the 

pace and continues her path to a championship. MUSIC NOTE is interest-
ing in that she cuts back to 7 furlongs after winning several Grade I routes. 
Eligible to split a chalky exacta because INDIAN BLESSING enters with a 
few question marks after running poorly over the synthetic at Hollywood 
Park and then having to scratch from the Rooney last month. At 4-5 it’s 
worth trying to beat her.

Race 11: FLAT BOLD looked great for the first mile of the Jim Dandy but 
just flattened out late so I’m thinking 9 furlongs and two turns was a bit 
too much. Well, he’s back to sprinting, has plenty of furlongs under his belt 
and should have plenty of pace to run into. BIG DRAMA is admirable, as 
he runs his race every time, short or long, at home or on the road. Drew 
extremely well and Coa can rate the pace before making a move. MUN-
NINGS, on the other hand, drew horribly and now cuts back. It’s fair to ask 
if that run took anything out of him and with this tricky rail post you can try 
to beat him at underlaid odds.

Race 12: SUMMER BIRD, QUALITY ROAD, KENSEI. See Travers handi-
capping on page 16.

Race 13: Still awake? PERNICE scratched the other day but gets the call 
right back. Hoping to see him get a clear run this time. WHIRLWIND POP-
PY drew well and is the one to deny. RANGER JAMES should improve off 
his first run in eight months. If on dirt: Titletown Tiger, Rizzi’s Devil, Petey 
Bedoin.

  Saturday’s detailed analysis	 By Brian Nadeau
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Don’t Just 

Be a 

Spectator, 

Be an 

Owner

Saturday, August 29. Post Time 11:35 a.m. Entries with program number, 
post position, jockey, trainer, and morning-line odds.

1st (11:35) 1 1/16 Miles (Inner turf) 3&Up Allowance NY Breds 
Purse: $59,000
1 	 1	 Carry the Day.............Chavez J F............. Contessa Gary C.....15-1
2 	 2	 Gamblin Fever............Espinoza J L.......... Ortiz Paulino O.......12-1
3 	 3	 The Plot Thickens.......Velazquez J R........ Martin Carlos F.........7-2
4 	 4	 Cardiff Road...............Velasquez C........... Disanto Glenn B.......8-1
5 	 5	 Brushed Prince...........Theriot H J II......... Allyn William F.......30-1
6 	 6	 Separatist...................Dominguez R A..... Tagg Barclay.............3-1
7 	 7	 Cops Fever.................Desormeaux K J.... Phipps William.........5-1
8 	 8	 Her Latest Flame........Luzzi M J............... Carroll Del W II.......20-1
9 	 9	 Pavlov’s Dog..............Castanon J L......... Fisher Linda............30-1
10 	 10	 Knife and Fork............Coa E M................ Quick Patrick J.......15-1
11 	 11	 Pegasus Tommy D.....Garcia Alan............ O’Brien Leo..............4-1
12 	 MTO	Heavenly Blaze...........Samyn J L............. Ferraro James W......4-1
13 	 MTO	Inherit the Gold....................................... Baker Charlton..........2-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (1-3), Daily Double 

2nd (12:05) 6 Furlongs Fillies 2YO Maiden Purse: $66,000
1 	 1	 Cast Call.....................Prado E S.............. Harty Eoin................3-1
2 	 2	 Golden Birdie..............Velasquez C........... Lukas D Wayne......12-1
3 	 3	 Devil May Care...........Velazquez J R........ Pletcher Todd A........7-2
4 	 4	 Rumpus Room...........Maragh R.............. Sciacca Gary..........20-1
5 	 5	 The Mailet..................Castellano J J........ Levine Bruce N.......20-1
6 	 6	 Katy Now....................Leparoux J R......... Wilkes Ian R...........12-1
7 	 7	 Much Rejoicing..........Garcia Alan............ Toner James J..........6-1
8 	 8	 Vaporize.....................Dominguez R A..... Contessa Gary C.......4-1
9 	 9	 Sheryl’s Melody..........Albarado R J......... Stewart Dallas........10-1
10 	 10	 Cautionary Tale...........Desormeaux K J.... McPeek Ken.............8-1
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (2-4) Pick 4 Races (2-5), 
Daily Double 

3rd (12:37) 7 Furlongs 3&Up Maiden Purse: $60,000
1 	 1	 Great Crusade............Theriot H J II......... Lukas D Wayne......20-1
2 	 2	 Eagle Strike................Garcia Alan............ Frankel Robert..........5-2
3 	 3	 Soda Jerk...................Castanon J L......... Arnold George R II...4-1
4 	 4	 Jove...........................Velasquez C........... Brown Bruce R.......20-1
5 	 5	 Saratoga Lightning.....Chavez J F............. Jablow Michael........5-1
6 	 6	 Recruit.......................Velazquez J R........ Pletcher Todd A........6-1
7 	 7	 Clever Wish................Maragh R.............. Zito Nicholas P.......20-1
8 	 8	 Schneerson................Prado E S.............. Asmussen Steve.......2-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (3-5), Daily Double 

4th (1:10) Lure S. 1 Mile (Inner turf) 3YO Purse: $80,000
1 	 1	 Mikoshi......................Lezcano J.............. Matz Michael R.........6-1
2 	 2	 Jack Spratt.................Maragh R.............. Maker Michael J.......8-1
3 	 3	 Boots Ahead...............Coa E M................ Weaver George.......12-1
4 	 4	 Golden Mexico (IRE)..Dominguez R A..... Clement Christophe.....3-1
5 	 5	 El Crespo....................Bridgmohan S X.... Arnold George R II...8-1
6 	 6	 Florentino (JPN).........Garcia Alan............ McLaughlin Kiaran...5-1
7 	 7	 Brother Keith..............Velazquez J R........ Frankel Robert........12-1
8 	 8	 Get Stormy.................Castellano J J........ Bush Thomas M.....12-1
9 	 9	 Strike Again................Leparoux J R......... Mott William I...........4-1
10 	 10	 Wicked Rich...............Albarado R J......... McPeek Ken...........20-1
11 	 AE	 Smarten Destiny.........Desormeaux K J.... McPeek Ken...........20-1
12 	 MTO	Mike From Queens.....Velazquez J R........ Levine Bruce N.........4-1
13 	 MTO	Glittermans Cartel......Albarado R J......... McPeek Ken.............6-1
14 	 MTO	Hoopoe.......................Leparoux J R......... Zito Nicholas P.......10-1
15 	 MTO	Hamazing Destiny......Theriot H J II......... Lukas D Wayne........8-1
16 	 MTO	Presto Change O........Garcia Alan............ Jerkens James A......5-2
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (4-6), Daily Double 

5th (1:45) 1 1/16 Miles (Turf) 3&Up clm ($35,000) Purse: $40,000
1 	 1	 Liscarroll....................Castellano J J........ Weaver George.........4-1
2 	 2	 Grand Stage...............Albarado R J......... Nicks Ralph E...........5-1
3 	 3	 White Holiday.............Garcia Alan............ Ryerson James T...12-1
4 	 4	 Actor’s Groove............Bridgmohan S X.... DiPrima Gregory....20-1
5 	 5	 New York Holiday.......Luzzi M J............... Schettino Dominick...8-1
6 	 6	 Brad’s My Hero...........Dominguez R A..... Hennig Mark...........15-1
7 	 7	 Auteur........................Desormeaux K J.... Mott William I...........7-2
8 	 8	 Live On the Edge........Maragh R.............. Tagg Barclay.............8-1
9 	 9	 Newport.....................Velazquez J R........ Pletcher Todd A......12-1
10 	 10	 Stratos.......................Prado E S.............. Baker James E........20-1
11 	 11	 Forest King.................Lezcano J.............. Parisella John.........20-1
12 	 12	 Spartan King..............Leparoux J R......... Trombetta Mike J...10-1
13 	 AE	 Good Question...........Luzzi M J............... Romans Dale..........20-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (5-7), Pick 4 Races (5-8) 
Daily Double 

6th (2:20) 1 1/16 Miles (Inner turf) 3&Up Allow OC ($50,000) 
Purse: $65,000
1 	 1	 Picou..........................Castellano J J........ Brown Chad C..........4-1
1A	 MTO	Richland Creek...........Maragh R.............. Brown Chad C..........4-1
2 	 2	 Successful Mission....Desormeaux K J.... Mott William I...........5-1
3 	 3	 The Roundhouse........Velazquez J R........ Pletcher Todd A......15-1
4 	 4	 Tiger Woodman..........Luzzi M J............... Arnold George R.....10-1
5 	 5	 Valtrus........................Leparoux J R......... Kenneally Eddie......10-1
6 	 6	 Rip Rap......................Prado E S.............. Levine Bruce N.......30-1
7 	 7	 Ready’s Clyde.............Lezcano J.............. Londono Odin Jr....30-1
8 	 8	 Big Jerome.................Coa E M................ Hills Timothy A.......12-1
9 	 9	 R J’s Brigade..............Albarado R J......... Preciado Lupe.........12-1
10 	 10	 Hangingbyathread......Velasquez C........... Martin Carlos F.........7-2
11 	 11	 Lease of Life...............Dominguez R A..... Frankel Robert..........9-2
12 	 12	 Forever My Friend......Maragh R.............. Stoklosa Richard....30-1
13 	 MTO	Rikman.......................Dominguez R A..... Brown Bruce R.........4-1
14 	 MTO	Mr. Unstoppable.........Maragh R.............. Dutrow, Jr. R E.........5-1

15 	 MTO	Barcola.......................Maragh R.............. Hennig Mark.............8-1
A-Coupled: Picou and Richland Creek
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (6-8), Daily Double 

7th (2:55) Victory Ride S. (G3) 6 Furlongs Fillies 3YO 
Purse: $100,000
1 	 2	 Bold Union.................Velazquez J R........ Breen Kelly J............7-2
1A	 5	 All of Her Twist...........Desormeaux K J.... Breen Kelly J............7-2
2 	 1	 Trix in the City............Dominguez R A..... Rice Linda..............10-1
3 	 3	 Reforestation..............Coa E M................ Turner, Jr. W H.........6-1
4 	 4	 Sky Haven..................Bridgmohan S X.... Asmussen Steve.......8-1
5 	 6	 Juliet’s Spirit..............Albarado R J......... Asmussen Steve.....15-1
6 	 7	 Step Out Smartly........Castellano J J........ Arnold George R II.10-1
7 	 8	 Selva..........................Garcia Alan............ Carroll David............4-1
8 	 9	 Sara Louise................Prado E S.............. bin Suroor Saeed.....2-1
A-Coupled: Bold Union and All of Her Twist
Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (7-9), Grand Slam Races (7-10) Daily Double 

8th (3:30) 6 Furlongs 2 YO Maiden Purse: $66,000
1 	 1	 Bulldogger..................Velazquez J R........ Baffert Bob...............3-1
2 	 2	 Three Day Rush..........Bridgmohan S X.... Werner Ronny........12-1
3 	 3	 My Piano Man............Velasquez C........... Nicks Ralph E.........15-1
4 	 4	 Kajiwara.....................Albarado R J......... Asmussen Steve.......4-1
5 	 5	 Alex Le Great..............Rose J................... Klesaris Steve...........8-1
6 	 6	 Our Dark Knight.........Leparoux J R......... Zito Nicholas P.......15-1
7 	 7	 Buddy’s Saint.............Dominguez R A..... Levine Bruce N.......20-1
8 	 8	 Moonlark....................Theriot H J II......... Lukas D Wayne......12-1
9 	 9	 El Primero..................Desormeaux K J.... Contessa Gary C.....12-1
10 	 10	 Kettle River.................Prado E S.............. Harty Eoin................5-1
11 	 11	 No Truth Told..............Lezcano J.............. Cesare William.........6-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (8-10). Pick 6 Races (8-13) 
Daily Double 

9th (4:05)Ballston Spa H. (G2) 1 1/16 Miles (Turf) F&M 3&Up 
Purse: $200,000
1 	 1	 Rutherienne................Garcia Alan............ Clement Christophe.....5-2
2 	 2	 My Princess Jess.......Velasquez C........... Tagg Barclay.............5-1
3 	 3	 Closeout.....................Albarado R J......... Proctor Thomas F.....8-1
4 	 4	 Dyna’s Lassie.............Marquez C H Jr..... Fout P Douglas.......15-1
5 	 5	 Teamgeist (ARG)........Prado E S.............. McPeek Ken...........15-1
6 	 6	 Captain’s Lover (SAF).Velazquez J R........ Pletcher Todd A........6-1
7 	 7	 Cocoa Beach (CHI).....Dominguez R A..... bin Suroor Saeed.....2-1
8 	 8	 Salve Germania (IRE).Castellano J J........ Hickst Waldemar....10-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (9-11), Pick 4 Races (9-12) 
Daily Double 

10th (4:38) Ballerina S. (G1) 7 Furlongs F&M 3&Up Purse: $300,000
1 	 1	 Music Note.................Maragh R.............. bin Suroor Saeed.....5-2
2 	 2	 Informed Decision......Leparoux J R......... Sheppard Jonathan..2-1
3 	 3	 Tar Heel Mom.............Garcia Alan............ Hough Stanley M....10-1
4 	 4	 Indian Blessing...........Velazquez J R........ Baffert Bob...............8-5
5 	 5	 Modification...............Dominguez R A..... O’Neill Doug...........12-1
6 	 6	 P. S. U. Grad...............Desormeaux K J.... Baffert Bob.............15-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (10-12), Daily Double 

11th (5:10) NetJets King’s Bishop S. (G1) 7 Furlongs 3YO 
Purse: $300,000
1 	 4	 Vineyard Haven..........Garcia Alan............ bin Suroor Saeed.....7-2
1A	 5	 Everyday Heroes........Prado E S.............. McLaughlin Kiaran...7-2
2 	 1	 Munnings...................Velazquez J R........ Pletcher Todd A........2-1
3 	 2	 Capt. Candyman Can..Castellano J J........ Wilkes Ian R.............4-1
4 	 3	 Not for Silver..............Lezcano J.............. Trombetta Mike J...15-1
5 	 6	 Despite the Odds........Rose J................... Trombetta Mike J...20-1
6 	 7	 Prince Joshua............Maragh R.............. Rose Barry R..........30-1
7 	 8	 Flat Bold.....................Dominguez R A..... McLaughlin Kiaran...10-1
8 	 9	 Big Drama..................Coa E M................ Fawkes David...........3-1
A-Coupled: Vineyard Haven and Everyday Heroes
Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 Race (11-13), Daily Double 

12th (5:46) Shadwell Travers S. (G1) 1 1/4 Miles 3YO 
Purse: $1,000,000
1 	 1	 Hold Me Back.............Leparoux J R......... Mott William I.........15-1
2 	 2	 Charitable Man...........Dominguez R A..... McLaughlin Kiaran...6-1
3 	 3	 Warrior’s Reward.......Borel C H............... Wilkes Ian R.............8-1
4 	 4	 Quality Road...............Velazquez J R........ Pletcher Todd A........8-5
5 	 5	 Our Edge....................Garcia Alan............ Zito Nicholas P.......15-1
6 	 6	 Summer Bird..............Desormeaux K J.... Ice Tim A..................3-1
7 	 7	 Kensei........................Prado E S.............. Asmussen Steve.......7-2
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Daily Double 

13th (6:20) 1 1/16 Miles (Turf) 3&Up Maiden NY Bred Purse: $55,000
1 	 3	 Pure Cognac...............Chavez J F............. Kelly Patrick J...........5-1
1A	 9	 Spa City Fever............Chavez J F............. Kelly Patrick J...........5-1
2 	 1	 Whirlwind Poppy........Leparoux J R......... Maker Michael J.......7-2
3 	 2	 Titletown Tiger...........Morales S.............. O’Brien Leo............15-1
4 	 4	 Don’t You Linger........Lezcano J.............. Feron Kathleen M...15-1
5 	 5	 Ranger James............Castellano J J........ Bush Thomas M.......9-2
6 	 6	 Perspective Light........Castanon J L......... Fisher Linda............15-1
7 	 7	 Silveroo......................Medina J............... Prine David.............50-1
8 	 8	 Pernice.......................Samyn J L............. Turner, Jr. W H.........4-1
9 	 10	 Wishingonadream......Velasquez C........... Disanto Glenn B.......5-1
10 	 11	 Rizzi’s Devil................Maragh R.............. Schettino Dominick.20-1
11 	 12	 Jacob’s Dream............Borel C H............... O’Brien Colum........20-1
12 	 13	 Urbano.......................Espinoza J L.......... Carroll Del W II.......30-1
13 	 MTO	Petey Bedouin............Wilsey J A............. Miller Edward G......12-1
A-Coupled: Pure Cognac and Spa City Fever
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10) Wagers 

  Saturday’s Saratoga entries
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Hold Me Back: This year’s version of Court Vision takes a shot at the big pot but you can’t really 
blame the connections as there are some questions surrounding the big boys going this far. That 
being said, this guy has never run any type of dirt race that says he can do much more than pass a 
few stragglers in the lane. If they get a bit hot and bothered early then maybe he can spice up your 
superfecta, but anything more than that seems a bit out of reach.

Charitable Man: Seemed like he was coming up empty in the Jim Dandy but yet he also seemed 
to gain some interest late, so when you figure it out flag me down and let me know. Either way, it 
was an odd run that still leaves you wondering just where this classy colt sits with a group like this. 
Remember too, he’s never won a two-turn race so that adds to the confusion, though today would be 
one heck of a time to get it done. Has enough tactical speed to stay in the mix and make a move on 
the far turn and then it’s just a matter of if he’s good enough or not. You might actually get a price if 
you’re willing to find out. 

Warrior’s Reward: Shocked to see him take the point in the Jim Dandy but there’s no worry about 
that happening here with Quality Road signed on. And that’s a good thing for this colt too as he’s 
much better accustomed to stalking early. He’s essentially the Midwest’s version of Charitable Man, 
meaning for all the attention he gets in these big races he’s never really done too much to justify it. 
Actually, he’s never even won a stakes so tread lightly. The good news is that he’s bred for this trip 
and Ian Wilkes can get a horse to peak for the big one. Again, like Charitable Man, he’ll be the biggest 
price of his life if you’re looking this way. 

Quality Road: Let’s be honest, this is clearly the most talented horse in the race and the best 3-year-
old in the country. Well, male 3-year-old. His run in the Amsterdam, where he ran 6 1/2 furlongs in 
under 1:14 will be talked about until they tear this place down. However, he’s being asked to win a 10-
furlong race off just that one prep. That’s not easy, especially when you consider this distance might 
be stretching his rubber band mighty thin. If they let him walk early it’s improbable to think he’ll come 
back to the field, but it’s likely he’ll have Our Edge draped to his flank for the first 4 furlongs and then 
Kensei for the next few. So at about 6-5, off just one 6 1/2-furlong prep, with the Jim Dandy winner 
eyeing him the entire way over a trip that might be a bit beyond his best I’ll make him beat me and 
recognize the superstar if he pulls it off.

Our Edge: Though it’s tough to see him winning this race you can argue that he’s the most important 
entrant. Why? Because he’s got the natural speed to keep Quality Road company early, which could 
allow the closers to come calling. His run in the Barbaro at Delaware was a true breakthrough, and 
don’t forget Sumo, who finished fourth that day, just ran off with Wednesday’s Pleasant Colony by 5 
lengths. Nick Zito’s not here just for the Travers party Friday night and he does bring a lightly raced 
and improving 3-year-old to the big party (Da’ Tara anyone?). May not be good enough to win at this 
stage but he’s worth remembering.

Summer Bird: Lost in all the Rachel Alexandra hoopla in the Haskell was the fact that the Belmont 
winner broke through with a career-best run after being completely taken out of his preferred running 
style and pressing that all-world filly from the inside. He held well to be second in a race he needed, 
over a speed-favoring track he might not have cared for all at a distance that was short of his best. 
Well, today everyone’s lining up to play his 10-furlong game and you know darn well he’s going to let 
them entertain themselves early before he makes that big run. Son of Birdstone gets the call to join 
dad and pull off the impressive Belmont-Travers double. 

Kensei: Deserving winner of the Jim Dandy enters on the top of his game and he just keeps passing 
every test. Today’s is the biggest to date, but his draw will allow Edgar Prado to keep an eye on Quality 
Road while potentially getting the jump on the closers. His talent is undeniable and don’t forget that 
his connections passed with the big girl so he could have his chance to shine today – you can’t get 
a better endorsement of how he’s doing. However, the gut tells me that at some point he’s going to 
regress off of all these big runs and 10 furlongs has a weird way of being the catalyst.

The Picks: Summer Bird, Quality Road, Kensei.

39 stakes horses, which include 11 graded stakes horses.

27 mares which became stakes producers after purchase 
including 16 who became graded stakes producers.

Yearling purchases from 2003-05 have earned over $8 million. 

Available to represent clientele at all East Coast auctions.
Pinhooking / Racing Partnerships also available.

McMAHON
BLOODSTOCK LLC

Since founding McMahon Bloodstock in 2000,
Mike McMahon has purchased:

(859) 983-7617
mike@mcmahonbloodstock.com
www.mcmahonbloodstock.com

MUIRFIELD
INSURANCE, INC.

A Full Service
Equine Insurance Agency

Contact: Michael T. Levy or Jamie Hill
1019 Majestic Dr., Suite 310, Lexington, KY 40513

Phone (859) 253-1114  Fax (859) 253-1490
www.muirfieldinsurance.com

Offering a Total Range
of Coverage, including:

Control 
 

  Travers Stakes detailed analysis	 By Brian Nadeau

Tod Marks
The field for the 140th running of the Shadwell Travers Stakes went up on the board this week.
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Bring your weanlings or yearlings to a Delaware farm for 90 days before
March 31st of its two-year-old year to become Delaware Certified and

eligible for purse bonuses up to 50%*. Your Delaware Bred or Certified
thoroughbreds are also eligible for restricted Delaware Certified stakes
every fall.

For information about the Delaware Certified Thoroughbred
Program (DCTP) visit www.dtha.com and click on the DCTP

link to download an application or to find a list of participating
Delaware farms. From the website you can also check to see

if your horse of racing age is Delaware Certified.

DELAWARE CERTIFIED
THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM

777Delaware Park Blvd.
Wilmington,DE 19804
TEL 302-994-2398 • FAX 302-994-3392
Email: dctp@dtha.com
Website: www.dtha.com

DELAWARETHOROUGHBRED
HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

is the founder and proud sponsor
of the DCTP.

*25% owner bonus; 25% certifier bonus

DCTP NOW 50% B-W Ad-full page:Layout 1  8/5/09  4:33 PM  Page 1
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An Exhibition of Fine Sporting 
Paintings & Sculpture

August 1 - 30, 2009
Fasig-Tipton

Humphrey S. Finney
Sales Pavilion

Saratoga Springs, NY

Andre Pater (Polish-American, Born 1953) ‘Watermelon Jockey’, 
Pastel, 36” x 24”

Lexington, KY 40508
859.421.3436 | 518.583.2605

e-mail: info@crossgategallery.com

9am- 2pm daily,
9am - 5pm during sales week

Fine Art Since 1974

f

f

Ian Wilkes has been down the Travers 
road before, but this time it is different 
because the journey is with a 3-year-old 
he has developed on his own.

Wilkes, a pro-
tégé of Hall of Fame 
trainer Carl Nafzger, 
will saddle Warrior’s 
Reward in Saturday’s 

$1 million Shadwell Travers. A native 
of Australia, Wilkes was in Nafzger’s 
employ when Unshaded won the 2000 
Travers and he also was on the scene 
for Nafzger’s 2007 Travers victory with 
Street Sense.

When Nafzger went into semi-retire-
ment in the fall of 2005, he aided Wil-
kes in his pursuit of opening his own 
stable. Many of Nafzger’s clients, includ-
ing Steve Miles Jr., the owner of War-
rior’s Reward, followed Wilkes. With 
Nafzger’s assistance and some hard work 
of his own, Wilkes’s stable has grown to 
70 horses. Among his graded winners 
are Capt. Candyman Can (in today’s 
Grade I King’s Bishop), Miss Isella (Sun-
day’s Grade I Personal Ensign), and his 
first stakes winner Court Folly, who took 
the Grade II Amsterdam at Saratoga in 
2006.

The valuable education Wilkes ob-
tained while in Nafzger’s shed row is 
akin to obtaining a college degree at 
an Ivy League university. The crafty 
Nafzger, who won the Kentucky Derby 
with Unbridled in 1990 and again in 
2007 with Street Sense, has long been 

known for looking 
ahead to the main 
goal with his hors-
es, and mapping 
out a series of races 
that he believes will 
best suit his runners 
in preparation for 
that ultimate target.  

Wilkes, 44, has 
taken that approach 
with Warrior’s Re-
ward, who enters 

the Travers with two wins from seven 
starts.  The trainer regrouped with the 
colt, who was unraced as a 2-year-old, 
after he finished a disappointing eighth 
in the Tampa Bay Derby in March. Rath-
er than forging forward to the Kentucky 
Derby, Wilkes took a step back, and 
plotted a campaign that would lead him 
to the Travers with the son of Medaglia 
d’Oro.

After a spectacular win in an allow-
ance race over the talented Munnings 
at Churchill Downs in May, Warrior’s 
Reward finished second in Churchill 
Downs’ Grade III Northern Dancer, third 
in the Grade II Dwyer at Belmont Park, 
and then second in Saratoga’s Grade II 
Jim Dandy.

 “There are many things that Carl is 
very good at. One is pointing a horse to 
a certain race,” Wilkes said. “The one 
thing Carl does is use a race to go to a 
race. I love that . . . instead of working, 
working, working to that race. 

Tod Marks
Warrior’s Reward (with Tracey Wilkes) is Ian Wilkes runner in today’s Travers Stakes.

Return Path
Former Nafzger assistant Wilkes 
comes back to races on Travers Day

by Karen M. Johnson

Wilkes

See Wilkes page 20

Travers 
Stakes
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“That was my idea with Warrior’s Re-
ward. My long-range goal when we ran 
badly at Tampa was the Travers. I talked 
to Steve Miles, and we agreed we were too 
far behind for the [Kentucky] Derby, and 
I didn’t want to use my horse by trying 
to make the Derby. I felt like we were be-
hind the eight ball at that point. So from 
the Tampa Bay race, we tried to set every 
thing right to try to make the Travers.”

Wilkes’ story began in New South 
Wales, Australia where his family op-
erated a dairy farm. Wilkes wasn’t as 
interested in milking cows as he was in 
playing the ponies. Frequently he would 
accompany a buddy to the racetrack and 

take the $5 he made selling the track 
program to the betting windows , an en-
deavor he says that yielded few, if any, 
big-time scores.

With the blessing of his father, he 
left school at 16 to take a job galloping 
horses. In November 1988, Wilkes was 
working for renowned Australian trainer 
Colin Hayes when he heard about a po-
sition as an exercise rider with Nafzger 
at Keeneland.

Luckily for him – although he didn’t 
know it at the time – Wilkes had to wait 
until April 1989 for his visa to come 
through to travel to the United States. 
During his six-month waiting period, 
Wilkes met his future wife, Tracey, who 
wished to come to America too. Tracey, 
who also worked for Nafzger as an ex-
ercise rider, and Ian have been married 
19 years and have two teenage children, 

Shelby and Brodie.
Wilkes initially galloped horses for 

Nafzger for 1 1/2 years. He returned to 
Australia for a few years, before rejoining 
Nafzger’s barn in 1993. Wilkes remained 
there as an assistant trainer until early 
2006, when he began managing his own 
string. He still, however, works closely 
with Nafzger, and assisted in the training 
of Street Sense, who was the champion 
2-year-old colt of 2006 following his win 
in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile.

Wilkes couldn’t have known all those 
years ago when Unshaded won the 2000 
Travers, or even more recently when 
Street Sense won, that he would find 
himself in a position like Nafzger – pre-
paring a horse to compete in one of the 
country’s most prestigious races.

“If you asked me then, I couldn’t 
imagine it,” Wilkes said. “But it’s some-
thing I always wanted to do – to train. I 
knew the [time] would come. If you have 
enough confidence in your own ability, 
and have owners that believe in you, I 
always thought I could make it.”

Wilkes, in a way, is a study in con-
trasts. He is a fierce competitor, but he 
also wants to have fun.

When Kensei beat me in the Dwyer by 
5 1/2 lengths, I stumbled at the start and 
I had an excuse. That’s fine. I came back 
and ran a good race on the lead in the 
Jim Dandy and got beat 2 1/4 lengths. 
I’m getting closer. I love the challenge,” 
he said.

“But this is fun, too. This is what it’s 
all about. These big races, and having 
some fun. Enjoying it. You can’t say that 
enough.  Sometimes you’re too caught 
up and worried about it, but in the end 
it’s just a horse race. It’s your livelihood, 
sure, but you have to enjoy it; have a 
good time with it. Life is short.”

Wilkes –
 Continued from page 18

Design a room 
around this...

Portraits of Man or Beast
Paintings, Prints, Fine China, French Wrought Iron

 BeresfordGallery.com
Rt.82, Unionville, PA (Near Kennett Square)

...custom 
wrought iron 

refrigerator 
handles.

Polo handles 
also available.

Come see us in Willowdale Town Center in Kennett Square 
November & December • Wednesday – Saturday 10 – 5

and always by appointment.

�  

Open Daily 9am-7pm  All of August
BeresfordGallery.com • 518-583-4523

145 UNION AVE • SARATOGA

Beresford Gallery

SPORTING ART
Bronzes

Our 29th year in Saratoga 

Ask us about our Trophy Division!

Kerry Milliken
“Stretching For The Wire”

Antiques

GLENWOOD MANOR ANTIQUES

3 Floors
30 Dealers • 29th Year

Voted the best antique center in the North Country!
Corner of Quaker Rd (RT 254) & Glenwood Ave.

1 Mi. EAST OF EXIT 19
Open Daily Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-6

518-798-4747
glenwoodmanorantiques.com

Dark Tuesday Specials!
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Saturday, October 17th, 2009
Featuring the

$500,000 West Virginia Breeders Classic
$500,000 "Cavada" Breeders Classic
And Seven Breeders Classics Races

TV Coverage on Fox Sports Net & HRTV

Now a Two Million 
Dollar Night of Racing!

Post Time 7:15 p.m.  • Charles Town Races And Slots  • Charles Town, WV  • Reservations: 800-795-7001

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd. •  P.O. Box 1251  • Charles Town. WV 25414  • 304-725-0709 • www.wvbc.com

SAM HUFF – CEO  •  CAROL HOLDEN – PRESIDENT  •  THERESA BITNER – EXEC. SECRETARY
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Family Owned and Operated for 30 Years! 
30½ Caroline Street, Saratoga Springs

518-584-9618
www.sperrysofsaratoga.com

For the best in seafood and pasta...
 Soft Shell Crabs in Season

 Maryland Crab Cakes  Fresh Pasta

New Garden Menu: Small Plates, Select Wine List

Relax after the races in our garden, 
the only one like it in Saratoga!

OPEN DAILYDinner: 5:30 -10pmBar: 5:30 to Closing

LIVE MUSIC 
Fridays & Saturdays

NO COVER

Beth Fout braced for the inevitable 
while dragging a comb through Dyna’s 
Lassie’s mane. Standing inside her stall, 
Fout squared up her left shoulder to the 
5-year-old, while wrapping her left arm 
around from underneath, tickling and 
bracing Dyna’s Lassie’s head. A human 
pretzel designed to keep the feisty mare 
in line.

“She’s actually being pretty well-
behaved; she’s usu-
ally not this kind,” 
said Fout, whose hus-
band Doug trains the 
Ballston Spa starter. 
“You’ve got to be 
careful because at any 
given time she might 

reach out and try to give you a bite.”
A visitor retracted his right hand 

while Fout continued the early morning 
grooming session on Dyna’s Lassie, who 
rates an upset chance in a contentious re-
newal of Saturday’s Grade II, $200,000 
turf stakes for fillies and mares. 

Dyna’s Lassie has been knocking at 
the graded stakes door for the past two 
seasons. Owned by Ken Luke’s Eldon 
Farm, the daughter of Dynaformer took 
the Ms. Liberty at Monmouth Park 
in July 2008 and then finished second 

in the Grade III Matchmaker there a 
month later. 

Fout gave Dyna’s Lassie the rest of 
the season off and she returned to run 
seventh in Belmont Park’s Grade III 
Beaugay in May behind Ballston Spa ri-
val My Princess Jess. After a third in the 
Grade III All Along at Colonial Downs, 
Fout sent Dyna’s Lassie to Delaware 
Park for the Grade III Robert Dick Me-
morial at 1 3/8 miles. She ran well to 
finish third but her “do it my way” per-
sonality came out in spades.

“She’s an extremely tough horse to 
ride and even to train. She’s got a mind 
of her own. That day at Delaware she 
was pretty rank and aggressive and 
that’s not what we want her to do in her 
races” Doug Fout said. “So we came up 
here and I decided to run in this spot 
instead of the longer Glens Falls next 
week because there figures to be more 
speed and they might run off, which 
would allow her to settle.”

For the 1 1/16-mile Ballston Spa Fout 
enlisted the services of Carlos Marquez 
Jr., who has a win a second in two starts 
aboard Dyna’s Lassie.

“Carlos knows the horse, which helps 
a lot because she’s not an easy horse to 
ride. He should be able to go out there 

Ballston 
Spa 

Stakes

No Lady Here
Dyna’s Lassie barges into stakes picture

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
Dyna’s Lassie is a big part of the Ballston Spa field today.

by brian nadeau

See DYNA’S LASSIE page 23
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and settle her a bit which would give 
her the best chance. She’s been here all 
month training for this race so we’ve 
got no complaints. All that’s left is the 
race and we feel she’s capable of getting 
it done.” 

With six of Dyna’s Lassie’s seven 
rivals owning graded or group stakes 
wins it won’t be easy. East Coast turf 
veterans Rutherienne and My Prin-
cess Jess lead the way. They’re joined 
by Midwesterner Closeout, Argentine 
import Teamgeist, South African-bred 
Captain’s Lover and Irish-bred Salve 
Germania, plus multiple Grade I winner 
Cocoa Beach (a Chilean import). 

“We know it’s not going to be easy. 
When you run on these types of days it 
never is. But that’s why we’re here; you 
want to be involved on days like Satur-
day,” Fout said. “She worked great the 
other day and we’re coming in the right 
way. She’s been standing on her hind 
end out here every afternoon when we 
graze her so when she acts like that we 
know she’s doing good.”

 

If you’re searching for a winning wine and spirit 

shopping experience… 

We’re the ODDS-ON Favorite. 

 
Closest fine wine & spirits shop to the track 

TONS of free parking 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK with extended hours for track season 

Large chilled selection and “cooler and track-friendly” packaging 

Great staff with professional wine and spirit education 

 

Crush & Cask….Your “BEST BET” for wine and spirits. 

 

Cheers! 

Jeff & Patty Novo, Owners 

 

518-306-6781 

www.crushandcask.com 

170 SOUTH BROADWAY
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY 12866

www.JacobsonRacingDrawingAwayStable.com

NO EXPENSES EVER
One of N.Y.’s Top 10 Trainers DAVID JACOBSON
With a Win Percentage of 17% and 50% in the money 
and over $500,000 in purses year-to-date in 2009.
• Jacobson Racing/Drawing Away Stable is based at Belmont                  
   Park and ships to all of the major tracks in the Northeast.

• Partners receive quarterly reports and have the option to       
   reinvest in another horse or receive a check. And, since there
   are no monthly expenses, cash calls or fees of any kind, your
   return on investment can only go up.

• Partners are welcomed to the Paddock and Owner’s Box, as
   well as the Winner’s Circle! Jacobson Racing/Drawing Away  
   Stable will provide Winner’s Circle photo to all partners.

www.jacobsonracingdrawingawaystable.com
CALL ED BODEN: 516.726.6228

EVER DREAM
OF OWNING A
RACEHORSE?
NOW YOU CAN!

Call Ed Boden: 516-726-6228

NO EXPENSES EVER
One of N.Y.’s Top 10 Trainers DAVID JACOBSON
With a Win Percentage of 17% and 50% in the money 
and over $500,000 in purses year-to-date in 2009.
• Jacobson Racing/Drawing Away Stable is based at Belmont                  
   Park and ships to all of the major tracks in the Northeast.

• Partners receive quarterly reports and have the option to       
   reinvest in another horse or receive a check. And, since there
   are no monthly expenses, cash calls or fees of any kind, your
   return on investment can only go up.

• Partners are welcomed to the Paddock and Owner’s Box, as
   well as the Winner’s Circle! Jacobson Racing/Drawing Away  
   Stable will provide Winner’s Circle photo to all partners.

www.jacobsonracingdrawingawaystable.com
CALL ED BODEN: 516.726.6228

EVER DREAM
OF OWNING A
RACEHORSE?
NOW YOU CAN!

email: jacobsondrawingaway@gmail.com

Welcome to Jacobson Racing/Drawing Away Stable 
Where Owning a Racehorse is an Affordable Luxury

 Isn’t It Time You Got Into the Game?

• Our partnership with trainer David Jacobson is the key to our 
   ability to offer affordable horse ownership to our owners.

• No Monthly Expenses, No Cash Calls, and No Fees. 

• Investing is easy. A single payment for your share plus 15%  
   of the share.

• Shares in our 2009 Saratoga Stable are still available and we 
   are actively seeking new partners to claim horses for the  
   upcoming Belmont and Aqueduct meets.

• Your risk is limited to your buy-in amount.

Our partnership is custom-made  for the small investor.  With our owner 
friendly business model, you can enjoy all of the fun and excitement 
of horse ownership without the stress of unexpected expenses.

• Option to  buy shares in one horse or a group of horses.

Dyna’s Lassie –
 Continued from page 22

Only a few are able to enjoy Saratoga in the morning. Sovereign Stable invites 
you to join our team for a morning. Call to schedule an appointment.

Ten winners from 58 starters (17 percent) at Saratoga in the past six seasons. 
Two seconds and a third in three starts at Saratoga this summer.

If you are interested in owning a share in a Thoroughbred, come out and feel the sport for yourself.  
Join us for a morning you will never forget. 

Be Your Own Clocker...
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JAN WOODS ART STUDIO
- SCULPTURES IN BRONZE -

PROUD SPELL

Commissioned by Mr. & Mrs. Brereton Jones

Featuring in 2009
ANTHONY M. ALONSO  &  SHAWN FAUST

Gideon Putnam Hotel      August 1 - 30, 2009
10 AM - 1:00 PM  &  5:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Open Daily

Jan Woods cell: 501-960-2440
www.janwoodsartstudio.com

10 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Candid Saratoga
With so much going on at the Spa, in 
both the morning and the afternoon, 
The Special is always looking for the 
next shot...

Photos by Sarah Jean Condon and Paul Fulgione
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Saturday, September 26, 2009 • Laurel Park

Over $1.3 million! 
IN PURSES AND NOMINATOR AWARDS

For Condition Books and more information contact 
Racing Office at 800.638.1859 or Maryland Million Ltd. at 

410.252.2100 or www.marylandmillion.com

$200K Maryland Million Classic Three-year-olds & up, 11⁄8 mi.

$125K Maryland Million Distaff A handicap for fillies & mares, 3-year-olds & up, 7 fur.

$125K Maryland Million Ladies Fillies & mares, 3-year-olds & up, 11⁄8 mi., turf

$125K Maryland Million Sprint A handicap for 3-year-olds & up, 6 fur.

$125K Maryland Million Turf Three-year-olds & up, 11⁄8 mi., turf

$100K Maryland Million Lassie Fillies, 2-year-olds, 6 fur.

$100K Maryland Million Nursery Two-year-olds, 6 fur.

$100K Maryland Million Oaks Fillies, 3-year-olds, 1 mi.

$100K Maryland Million Turf Sprint A handicap for 3-year-olds & up, 51⁄2 fur., turf

$50K Maryland Million Starter Handicap Three-year-olds & up who have started for 
a claiming price of $15,000 or less since October 4, 2008, 11⁄8 mi. This is a Sweepstakes.

$50K Maryland Million Distaff Starter Handicap Fillies and mares, 3-year-olds & 
up, who have started for a claiming price of $15,000 or less since October 4, 2008. 1 mi. This is a 
Sweepstakes.

$30K Maryland Million Sprint Starter Handicap Three-year-olds & up who have 
started for a claiming price of $7,500 or less since October 4, 2008. 6 fur. This is a Sweepstakes.

$25,000 in Maryland Million Premium Awards offered at SHAWAN DOWNS, SEPTEMBER 26
CALL THE MARYLAND MILLION OFFICE TO CONFIRM YOUR HORSE’S ELIGIBILITY 
PRIOR TO ENTERING—410.252.2100

PRE-ENTRY DEADLINE:
THURSDAY, September 17

®

Aaron’s Concorde
Allen’s Prospect
Alster
Ameri Valay
Amerrico’s Bullet
Another Reef
Appealing Skier
Awad
Bankbook
Bishop Northcraft
Bishop’s Other Boy
Bowman’s Band
Call Again
Carnivalay
Cat Country
Citidancer
Compelling Sound
Concern
Corridor Key
Country Only
Crowd Pleaser
Cruisin’ Dixie
Cryptoleen
Crypto Star
Dance With Ravens
Dancinwiththedevil
Deputed Testamony
Diamond
Disco Rico
Domestic Dispute
Dover Ridge
Dr. Best
Dumyat
Eastern Echo
Eastover Court
Fantasticat
Firestar
Fleet Foot
Gators N Bears
Go for Gin
Goldmember
Great Notion
Green Alligator
Hay Halo
Haymaker
Horatius
Hurricane State
In Case
Itaka
Ivory Frontier (Ire)
Jane’s Dilemma
Jazz Club
Ken Doll
Knight of Ireland
Larrupin’
Lion Hearted
Lord Concorde
Louis Quatorze
Makin Money
Malibu Moon
Marciano
Marine Brass
McKendree
Meadow Monster
M Eighty
Mogador
Mojave Moon

Mr. Shoplifter
Mr. Zill Bear
No Armistice
Norquestor
Northern Raja
Northern Wolf
Not For Love
Oh Say
One Golf Sierra
One Tuff Oop
Opening Verse
Ops Smile
Oratory
Our Emblem
Outflanker
Parker’s Storm Cat
Partner’s Hero
Perfecting
Pleasant Line
Polish Miner
Polish Numbers
Polish Payola
Precious Marque
Press Card
Private Key
Proud Truth
Pulverizing
Purple Passion
Rakeen
Raykour (Ire)
Regal American
Rinka Das
Rock Slide
Root Boy
Rouse the Louse
Rubiyat
Same Day Delivery
Second Childhood
Secret Firm
Secret Odds
Seeking Daylight
Shelter Half
Smart Alec
Smarten
Smart Guy
Smelly
St Averil
Sticks and Bricks
Storm Broker
Strelka
Swear by Dixie
Tamayaz
Thirty Eight Paces
Touch ’n’ Fly (Ire)
Trevor
Trim Account
Two Punch
Unbridled Jet
Valley Crossing
Waquoit
Wayne County (Ire)
Who’s Your Daddy
Wollaston
Yarrow Brae

ONLY horses by these 
stallions, who were 
conceived in Maryland 
and fully nominated to 
the Maryland Million 
program, are eligible to 
run in Maryland Million 
races.

09MMPre-entry_Special.indd   1 8/26/09   10:06:00 AM
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Lengths Ahead of the Field
Engel Law Offices 

is a full service law office 
willing to serve your legal needs 
in the following practice areas:

Engel Law Offices
1104 Middleline Road, 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-490-1770 
www.engelatty.com

• Estate Planning
• Business Development

• Civil Litigation
• Criminal Defense/Traffic/DWI

• Equine Law
Please contact us with your legal questions

Dave Carroll ducked under the webbing and start-
ed talking about Selva in that typical Irish horseman 
dialect.

“She’s small, but she’s so well proportioned you 
don’t mind,” he said. “She’s a great package, she’s 
got a great shoulder and a great hip, plenty of bone 
to her . . .”

The man could apply for a job 
with Fasig-Tipton – Goff’s or Tatts 
Ireland would be a better fit for the 
accent – if he gets tired of training.

Carroll brings Selva into today’s 
Victory Ride, one of six stakes on the 13-race Travers 
card, for owners/breeders Helen Alexander and Hel-
en Groves. The daughter of Forest Wildcat shipped 
into Saratoga from Carroll’s Churchill Downs base 
and made herself at home in trainer Eddie Kenneal-
ly’s barn on the Oklahoma side. She is one of nine in 
the $100,000 Grade III, a 6-furlong test on the main 
track.

Her trainer expects a solid effort.
“She breezed Sunday before she shipped (a half-

mile in 46 2/5 seconds) and went very well,” Carroll 
said. “She fits in there beautifully, we’re happy to be 
drawn outside (post 8) and she’s got the natural speed 
to be up close or lay off the pace.”

Selva might be the 2009 version of a “throwback” 
racehorse with victories on all surfaces and starts on 
six individual tracks in her short career.

She won her debut as a 
2-year-old here last summer on 
a sloppy track.

She went to Monmouth in 
her next start and won a stakes 
on a fast track.

She went to Woodbine in 
Canada and won a stakes on 
Polytrack to close 2008.

This year, she opened with a 
second going a mile on the dirt 
at Fair Grounds and backed 
that up with a score sprinting 
5 1/2 furlongs – on the turf – in 

the Mardi Gras Stakes at Fair Grounds.
She went back to Polytrack and lost a half-length 

slugfest when second to War Kill in the Grade II Beau-
mont Stakes at Keeneland in April.

“She’s just a racehorse, she loves to run – on turf 
and dirt and the Poly,” he said. “A good horse can run 
on anything.”

Sent back to the dirt and a try at some Grade I form 
in the Prioress at Belmont Park July 4, Selva finished 
fourth (beaten less than a length for third) to end her 
streak of 1-2 finishes at six. Carroll excused the per-
formance, and also cautioned that it wasn’t as bad as 
it looked.

“The Beaumont at Keeneland was a hard race on 
her and just knocked her out,” he said. “It took us 
awhile to get her back and then we went to the Prior-
ess. It was a good race; she’s tightened up from that 

and she should have a bigger kick this time – plus 
it’s not as tough a race. If she can move up a couple 
lengths, she’ll be right there and I think she will.”

With a stable of 30-35 horses, Carroll follows the 
calendar between Kentucky and New Orleans with oc-

Selva-ersatile

Connie Bush
Selva checks out Saratoga Friday morning.

Slop, dirt, turf, Poly OK with Carroll’s filly
BY JOE CLANCY

VICTORY RIDE 
STAKES

See Selva page 28 

Carroll
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casional forays to New York and other 
states. Once part of Shug McGaughey’s 
team, Carroll won a race from five starts 
here last year. Selva will be his second 
starter at the 2009 meet.

Like any racing fan, he enjoys a big 
day like today with a stakes-laden card, 
quality runners, a big crowd. Like other 
fans, Carroll sweats the weather fore-
cast – not that his horse will mind.

“What a great program, it’s a great 
day,” he said. “This is what we’re in 
the game for, to participate in these big 
days. We want to be involved in big 
days, but I had a  look at the weather 

and I’m not so sure it’s going to be as 
good. You want a good, fast racetrack, 
you want the turf racing, you want to 
get the biggest crowd you can and you 
want to showcase our game.”

Selva came to Carroll with expecta-
tions of racing on such days thanks to 
some quality flashed at Payson Park be-
fore she ever raced. John Hennig did the 
early work for the Kentucky-bred and 
sent her to Carroll with confidence.

“John told me when she came to me 
that I was going to like her,” Carroll 
said. “You don’t know that they’re go-
ing to do what she’s done, but she came 
in with high regard. Any horse you get 
for (Alexander and Groves) you think 
can be good.”

• Last year, Carroll’s Denis Of Cork 
finished third in the Kentucky Derby 
and second in the Belmont Stakes be-
fore going to the sidelines with a minor 
injury. He still hasn’t returned, due to 
a subsequent suspensory injury in what 
was supposed to be some light exercise 
before heading back to the racetrack.

“He needed 45-60 days at the farm 
after the Belmont and he was going 
to be fine,” Carroll said. “He had just 
started back when that happened. I saw 
him a few weeks ago in Ocala and he 
looks great. I hope to get him back, but 
it’s going to be close to two years away 
from the races. It’s a shame. That divi-
sion is not great this year and we may 
have had some fun.”

Selva –
 Continued from page 26

Magna �erapy

352-804-8155
Call for an appointment today:

Pulsed Electro-Magnetic Frequency �erapy

42 years 
experi

en
ce

Rt 29 East 
7 Miles from Saratoga

518-507-6174
7-6 Mon-Sat
8-4 Sunday

Now a real 
New York Deli

Sallee Horse Vans
1-800-967-VANS 
 (772) 260-2586
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If you own, breed, board, train or race horses  
we share your passion. 

To locate an agent near you contact:

In Front
for your

EQUINE

INSURANCE

SOLUTIONS 

We Take A Personal Interest — Protecting What You Value Most

F/A-292 (709)

Products and services may not be available in all states and eligibility requirements will apply. Personal and commercial lines insurance is issued by American National 
Property And Casualty Company (ANPAC®), its subsidiaries or a�liates, including American National General Insurance Company, Paci�c Property And Casualty Company 
(California), American National Lloyds Insurance Company (Texas), American National County Mutual Insurance Company (serviced by ANPAC®-Texas), and ANPAC® 
Louisiana Insurance Company (Louisiana). American National Property And Casualty Company is a subsidiary of American National Insurance Company. Personal and 
commercial lines insurance is also issued by United Farm Family Insurance Company, Glenmont, NY in MD and PA and Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company, Glenmont, 
NY in CT, DE, MA, ME, NH, NJ, NY, RI, VT and WV.

1-800-THE-FARM
www.farmfamily.com

1-877-840-4400
www.anpac.com

Jenny Mirling/Charlie Goodridge

518-691-0254

518-691-0254

Associate Broker

376 Broadway
Saratoga Springs, NY 
 jmirling@prudentialmanor.com 

28 Hill Road, Stillwater NY 
Spectacular Lake Sunsets.  

Country Club feel to the back yard.

A most special home with opulent 
interior spaces both formal 

and informal. 

Beautiful 20x40 pool!

Nature galore.  
4 Bedroom, 2 ½ baths 

LAND!

Minutes to Broadway, hilltop 3.4 acres with 
breathtaking stunning views. 5 Maddy Groves 

$ 179,000
15.4 acres just 6 miles east of Broadway; pri-
vate, treed site with view of  Fish Creek valley. 
Co. Road 68

$ 92,800
4.2 commercial site on Route 9 just south of 
Exit 16, 470’ frontage.

$ 228,000
6.6 acres with 1,038’ frontage on Kaydeross Av-
enue West, old post and beam barn included.

Well-maintained 19 year old 3 bedroom con-
temporary home with an indoor pool.  Excel-
lent condition, bright, cedar siding. 2 acres

This landmark Saratoga property overlooks 
Congress Park and invites you to experience 
a spacious and grand Italianate villa from the 
Victorian era.  Currently a 2-unit and easily 
convertible to a one.

Overlooks the picturesque Oklahoma Track. 
4 separate bedroom suites plus large open 
spaces for entertaining. 2 fireplaces, pool, over 
3,100 square feet.

Just-built intown 3-family.  Each unit is 2-level, 
large, elegant and expandable. Live in one and 
collect rent, purchase with 2 friends as your 
“summer place to be.”

An amazing hilltop home on 46+ acres for 
an incredibly low price – owner must go – 3 
master suites, hardwood floors, very well built 
2,500’ on one level with room to expand on 
second level.
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Nutramax Laboratories, Inc.

would like to congratulate

Graham Motion and the 

connections of BULLSBAY 

on their win in the 

WHITNEY HANDICAP

®

™

Edgewood, Maryland 21040
cosequinequine.com  1-800-925-5187 PHOTO BY TOD MARKS

Source: Surveys conducted in the Fall of 2002, March 2004, and September 2007 of equine veterinarians who recommended oral joint health supplements.�

Graham Motion Congrats.  8/28/09  3:32 PM  Page 1
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Contact Bruce Jackson  Phone 610-496-5080
720 Training Center Drive  Elkton, MD 21921

www.fairhilletc.com

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center is a state-of-the-art facility that houses the 
latest in technological equipment—designed to promote safe and rapid 
advancement for horses recovering from injury. We give your horse every 
chance to make a return to training. Plus we offer a variety of physical therapy 
options, allowing your horse to receive the care that benefi ts him the most. 

Our skilled staff is thoroughly trained and knowledgeable, with a passion 
for horses and the desire to see your horse return well rested, fi t and ready 
to perform.

Located at Maryland’s Fair Hill Training Center, we have access to 24 hour 
veterinary services and are within easy reach of all major vet clinics and 
racetracks of the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic regions.
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Kiaran McLaughlin stared at the big screen television 
in the clubhouse. Family behind him, he stood nearly 
under the screen, watching and chomping a piece of 
gum, hands behind his back. 

The Bernard Baruch was nearly 
halfway over and McLaughlin’s Just-
enuffhumor lagged just off the screen. 
When Tom Durkin said the favorite 
was 12 lengths off second choice 
Cowboy Cal, McLaughlin groaned, 
barely audible to the world, but indi-
gestion to the trainer. 

It didn’t last long.
McLaughlin snapped his fingers as Darley’s Justen-

uffhumor swept past six opponents in the span of about 
a half-mile, the 12 lengths went fast. Cowboy Cal held 
tough but couldn’t withstand the storm of Justenuffhu-
mor. With Alan Garcia smacking him left-handed, the 
son of Distorted Humor finished a half-length to the 
good of Cowboy Cal with another 2 3/4 lengths to 12-1 
shot Sette E Mezzo. 

And that makes six in a row. 
Cowboy Cal shot to the lead but was quickly joined 

by Seaspeak; the duo posted fractions of 23.23 and 
46.94 seconds while Justenuffhumor relaxed, outside in 
seventh. After three quarters in 1:11.35, Seaspeak be-
gan to falter and Cowboy Cal stretched a 2-length lead, 
but Justenuffhumor hit his gear and wore him down to 
win by a comfortable half-length. 

“We knew going in that there wasn’t too much speed 
in the race but it seemed like they went along at a pretty 
fast pace so I was happy to be where I was,” Garcia 
said. “He has a big turn of foot and even though we 
were going 9 furlongs for the first time I knew he would 
be there for me when I asked. I just wanted to wait and 
ask him for that big quarter-mile run that he always 
gives me. He’s a special horse and just keeps stepping 
up every time we ask him.”

Justenuffhumor continued his dominance of the mil-
ers (or a furlong above) in New York. 

McLaughlin has gotten used to it. 
“What a neat horse,” McLaughlin said as he walked 

to the winner’s circle. “He just gets there. There aren’t 
too many of them I’ve trained that I feel like, just get 
him in the gate and break him out of there and he’ll get 
there first. Invasor and this horse. Six in a row.”

McLaughlin met his brother, Neal, in the winner’s 

circle and slapped hands. The family followed. Neal 
McLaughlin enjoyed the show and then remembered 
the one man who made it all happen.

Robert “Spec” Alexander, the starter at Keeneland. 
Faced with a horse who would sit down, attack the 

handler, throw a fit every time he went in the gate, Al-
exander worked with the tough-minded colt every day. 
He used pads, a blanket, even gave McLaughlin equip-
ment orders. 

The two-tone figure-eight noseband isn’t to help Jus-
tenuffhumor’s breathing.

“Spec said put a figure-eight as tight as you can so 
he can’t bite you. That’s why he wears it, it doesn’t do 
anything for his breathing, it’s for the gate, just to pro-
tect the guys,” Neal McLaughlin said. “He was bad, 
we were struggling with him and that was his problem 
of why we couldn’t get him started; the gate, the gate, 
the gate. He sits down, as soon as the rider grabs a hold 
of the reins to get ready to break, he sits down. We tell 
Alan, get your hold before you go in there, when you’re 
in there, don’t move.’ He’s a character, he did it a little 
bit today.”

Justenuffhumor picked up the third consecutive Ba-
ruch for McLaughlin and Garcia (Shakis won in 2007 
and 2008). And first for breeder, Greg Goodman of Mt. 
Brilliant Farm. Goodman purchased the dam, Justenuff-
heart before her offspring, future champion Dreaming 
Of Anna and stakes winner Lewis Michael had started. 
Nice move.

“It’s awesome, it’s so exciting it’s almost hard to talk 
about it right now,” Goodman said. “This is the first 
foal we sold out of the mare. We always knew he had 
all the muscle and the talent. He had the makings of 
doing this, even as a little boy. He was the toughest guy 
on the farm.”

Justenuffheart is carrying a full-sister and has a Storm 
Cat yearling in the Keeneland September Sale. If they’re 
anything like Justenuffhumor, everybody will win. Pur-
chased by Darley for $550,000 at Keeneland September 
2006, Justenuffhumor made his debut on the Keeneland 
Polytrack last fall, mostly because of the gate crew. 

Shipped to Florida, he broke his maiden in January, 
won an allowance in March at Gulfstream, another al-
lowance at Aqueduct at the end of April and continued 
through his conditions to win a three-other-than allow-
ance at Belmont Park in June. In his stakes debut, he 
dominated the Fourstardave here Aug. 2. The Baruch 
made six in a row.

“I’m not surprised in the horse. Neal has had the 
horse from day one, he’s done a real good job with this 
horse,” McLaughlin said. “You don’t get many horses 
like this, you just get him in the gate and, with him, out 
of the gate and feel like you’re going to win, whether it’s 
7 furlongs or 10 furlongs, probably 12 furlongs. He’s a 
real professional racehorse. Pat Correa gets on him and 
he makes every horse look like no problem, but he’s 
pretty straightforward, well, other than at the gate. He 
just finds a way.”

Gainesway Grads 
Win Graded Stakes
2009 Graded Stakes Winners from the Gainesway Shedrow...

INFORMED DECISION-G1; CARELESS JEWEL-G1; ONE CAROLINE-G2; 
OUR EDGE-G3; QUETSCHE-G3; SEMAPHORE MAN-G3

Look for your next GSW in a Gainesway Consignment

Contact Michael Hernon
859-293-2676   www.gainesway.com

Power. Passion. Performance.

Gainesway Bred, Raised and Sold, 
rising star CARELESS JEWEL takes 
the G1 Alabama S. at Saratoga

Bernard 
Baruch 
Stakes 
Recap

Tod Marks
Justenuffhumor, the third straight Bernard Baruch winner for Kiaran McLaughlin and Alan Garcia, rallies to win on Friday.

Deep 6
Justenuffhumor flies 
home to extend turf
streak to half-dozen

by Sean Clancy
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Rajiv Maragh and Future Prospect 
have come a long way together. 

Paired for the first time in an Aque-
duct allowance in February, Future Pros-
pect tried to rear at the start and never 
left the gate. They fared a bit better in 
their next start, a third at Aqueduct two 
weeks later. 

They haven’t lost 
since. Friday Maragh 
and Future Prospect 
made it four in a row 
together with an im-
probable neck win in 
the $79,750 Funny 
Cide Stakes for New 

York breds at 9 furlongs. 
Lucille Davis’ Future Prospect broke 

from the outside stall in the Funny Cide 
and immediately ranged up to duel with 
R Clear Victory, who was motoring to 
the lead from his inside. To two front 
runners threw down the gauntlet early 
and ripped through a 46.12 half-mile 
while well ahead of the remaining five 
runners. 

Maragh kept Future Prospect, trained 
by Mike Maker, well off the rail and con-
tinued to hammer at a wilting R Clear 

2008 Sanford winner 
Desert Party

GRADED STAKES-WINNING GRADUATES WHO RECEIVED 
EARLY TRAINING AT SCANLON TRAINING CENTER:

 

S Robert Scanlon
Training Center

Dave Harmon

Less than 20 mi. from Saratoga!
1 whitewater way, hadley, ny

on-water location at confluence of the hudson & sacandaga rivers

“Without Andy Beyer’s 
books, perhaps an entire 
generation of degenerate 
horseplayers such as  
myself could have  
been lost.”
–Andy Serling,  
NYRA TV analyst

Available wherever  
books are sold

Where winning begins

Beyerad_4c.indd   1 7/21/09   2:29:15 PM

Future is now
by brian nadeau & Colin Beaury

Tod Marks
Future Prospect (right) hangs on to win the Funny Cide stakes in a three-way photo finish.See Friday page 39

Friday’s 
Racing 
Recap

Future Prospect reunites
with Maragh in stakes
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Victory as the leaders approached the far 
turn. The latter waved the white flag and 
Future Prospect turned for home with 
a dwindling lead as the closers began 
to draw into contention. Naughty New 
Yorker, Dr. D.F.C. and Stud Muffin filled 
out a pecking order that looked destined 
to run past a tiring Future Prospect as he 
led to the eighth-pole. Stud Muffin dove 
to the inside, Dr. D.F.C. to the outside 
and Naughty New Yorker was widest of 
all as Future Prospect battled on in the 
middle of the track. Showing the tenacity 
of the race’s namesake, Future Prospect 
fended off everyone to score by a neck 
over Naughty New Yorker (Jean-Luc 
Samyn) and Dr. D.F.C. (Jose Lezcano).

“He fought hard the whole way,” 
Maragh said. “I know my horse and we 
get along pretty well together and I knew 
he wouldn’t give up even if we were go-
ing at it through fast fractions. He want-
ed to be close to the pace so I didn’t fight 
him or take it away from him. He’s a 
gutsy horse and when he saw those other 
horse coming in midstretch he dug in 
and re-broke for me and came again. He 
responded well when they all came and 
kind of ganged up on him.”

The race was a rematch of sorts be-
tween Future Prospect and R Clear Vic-
tory, the 1-2 finishers, in reverse order, of 
the High Rock Spring here on July 31. 
The latter got the jump on Future Pros-
pect that day and went on to a wire-to-
wire score. Maragh wasn’t aboard in the 
High Rock but was intent on a different 
outcome.

“I didn’t want the other horse to get 
loose on the lead because I saw what 
happened last time,” Maragh said. “To-
day I wanted to make sure we were up 
close and on the pace because I know 
that’s where he likes to now.”

Maragh figured that out in his third 
try on Future Prospect in an Aqueduct 
allowance in March. He put the 5-year-
old gelded son of Freud on the lead and 
they held by a diminishing margin. The 
same tactics worked twice in April and 
Maragh knew he had found the key.

“He’s a funny horse that has a few 
quirks about him but once you get to 
know him he’ll be there for you,” Maragh 
said. “The first time I rode him he reared 
up at the break and he didn’t even get to 
start. The next time I tried to keep him 
back a bit and I realized that you don’t 
want to fight him, you just want to keep 
him mellow and let him run his race. 
He’s got a high cruising speed and loves 
to get into a fight.”

• A troubled start left Ruffino at the 
rear of the field in the opener on Friday, 
but a textbook ride by Maragh brought 
the 6-year-old gelding home a winner for 
trainer Jim Bond. Owned and bred by the 
trainer’s wife Tina, Ruffino spotted the 
others several lengths as he stumbled out 
of the gate, but Maragh found a seam on 
the rail and brought the son of Raffie’s 
Majesty into contention as the field 
rounded the first turn. Ruffino grabbed 
a narrow lead after 6 furlongs and ran 
off by 3 lengths to win the 9-furlong op-
tional claimer for state-breds. Billy Bear 
(Edgar Prado) nosed Stopbluffing (Mike 
Luzzi) for second at the wire. 

Train Year Round 
at Fair Hill, Maryland

Barn for Sale  at the Fair Hill Training Center

Friday –
 Continued from page 38

Tod Marks
Ruffino goes to the wire on Friday.See Friday page 40
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Ruffino drew his career record to 6-for-10, and won 
his third straight optional claimer. He made Friday’s 
win look easy after such a tumultuous beginning.

“I just wanted to get him to recuperate and get him-
self back together. I didn’t want to rush him because 
you don’t want to panic,” Maragh said. “He grabbed 
his quarter leaving the gate pretty bad, so I just had to 
let him get himself back in the groove before I made any 
decisions out there. You never want that to happen, but 
it was better than if it happened in a shorter race. At 1 
1/8 miles, even though you give up lengths and posi-
tion, you might be able to get back into it when you 
have more distance to work with.  He doesn’t have to 
have the lead to win, so I just tried not to panic.”

• Jimmy Toner walked to the center of the track and 
shared a celebratory hug with fellow trainer Roy Ler-
man after the second. Toner just saddled his first winner 
of the meet, Shine Softly, a year and four days removed 
from her first and only start. 

Owned and bred by Phillips Racing Partnership, 
Shine Softly (Ramon Dominguez) finished third in her 
debut at the Spa last summer. Toner decided to stretch 
his filly to 1 1/16 miles and try her on the grass, and the 
result was a three-quarter-length win on Friday. 

Shine Softly, by sprint champion Aldebaran and 
out of the Toner-trained grass champion Soaring Soft-
ly, moved along the rail as she rounded the turn and 
cruised home to win in 1:42.85 over Adjacent (Alan 
Garcia) and Ostensibly (Javier Castellano). Shine Softly 
began her 2009 campaign with a bang after a series of 
issues left her on the shelf.

“She’s been a project to say the least. She’s difficult 
to train,” Toner said. “I was going to start with her on 
the dirt because I had trouble with her going around 
the turns, but then we finally got her around two turns 
on the grass. I’m finally comfortable enough with her. 
She has had some minor problems along the way – it’s 

been 369 days since her last start. She’s been difficult, 
but thank God we have an owner like John Phillips 
who let us deal with her. Most people would have had 
enough.”

Toner won his first race of the meet after some tough 
luck. Cherokee Speed finished second to Grassy in the 
infamous 6-horse photo finish on the Alabama under-
card August 22, but Toner was upbeat about his hard 
luck.

“We’ve been knocking on the door,” he said. “They 
say, ‘you hate to get beat by a nose in a race like that,’ 
but I said ‘I’d hate to be fifth and beaten by a few nos-
es.’”

• “How does Ramon Dominguez go off at 15-1 on 
any horse?” 

The question echoed in the winner’s circle after the 
fifth, a 1-mile maiden for state-bred fillies/mares. It was 
another Dominguez clinic on the turf.

Dominguez tucked Triple Tax Exempt, an August 
Hoerrner homebred trained by Carl Domino, behind 
horses after a troubled break left her in ninth. Sara-
toga’s leading rider urged the daughter of Devil His 
Due into contention from sixth down the backstretch 
before making a five-wide move coming out of the turn. 

Dominguez angled Triple Tax Exempt for home, Storm-
ie Gray (Cornelio Velasquez) tried to hold her ground 
on the inside but fell short by a head with Song For 
Pupcake (Maragh) up for the show. Triple Tax Exempt 
was switched to grass two starts back, a move Domino 
felt was necessary given her pedigree.

“We tried her on the dirt in her first two starts, but 
she didn’t do anything and her mother (Run N Gun) 
was a good turf horse. She ran well her first time on the 
turf, but she needed the race,” Domino said. “Then she 
got in a little trouble the last time out. I told Dominguez 
to just do his own thing today, and he thought she could 
make one big run and it worked. She was always im-
pressive because she trains hard. When you get one that 
works in a minute, you know you have some kind of 
racehorse.”

• Allen Iwinski knew it was getting late. He also 
knew that’s when he’s at his most dangerous. He took it 
one step further than 2008 when he saddled Certifiably 
Royal to score in the eighth, a maiden-claimer sprinting 
on the turf.

“Last year I got my first win with the second to last 
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RACE # 12 Travers Stakes Saratoga, August 29, 2009 
 
Quality Road was one of the favorites to win the Kentucky Derby before he was 
injured after winning the Grade I Florida Derby March 28.  He returned to the races 
in the Grade II Amersterdam at 6 1/2 furlongs and won impressively despite stum-
bling at the break Aug 3.  He looks like he's back and is clearly the one to beat, HF 
15 style.  Our Edge has rattled off three straight wins and earned a big rating when 
dominating the Grade III Barbaro at Delaware Park July 19.  He may be this good 
and will likely try to take these wire-to-wire.  Summer Bird, the upset winner of the 
Belmont Stakes, finished a distant 2nd to the filly Rachel Alexandra in the Grade I 
Haskell Aug 2 at Monmouth.  He didn't get the pace to run at that day, but could get 
it in this spot and can't be counted out.  Kensei has rattled off two straight Grade II 
victories and all appears sharp enough to be considered.  by Today’s Racing Digest 

 
NAME- BY ORDER 

OF FINISH  1/4   1/2    3/4 FINISH LF 
   TRK, DATE & 

RCS BK 

 (Avg This Level) :23.7 :48.0 01:11.9 02:03.2  (Avg This Level) 

1 Our Edge  23.8 48.2 01:12.7 02:03.5 25.5   DEL-07/19/09-1 

2 Quality Road  23.9 47.4 01:11.9 02:04.1 26.9   GP-03/28/09-2 

3 Kensei  23.6 48.1 01:12.5 02:04.2 26.4   SAR-08/01/09-1 

4 Hold Me Back  24.9 50 01:12.7 02:04.6 26.6   KEE-04/11/09-3 

5 Charitable Man  24.1 48.4 01:12.8 02:04.7 26.6   SAR-08/01/09-1 

6 Warrior's Reward  23.4 47.9 01:12.5 02:04.7 26.9   SAR-08/01/09-1 

7 Summer Bird  23.2 46.9 01:11.3 02:04.7 28.1   MTH-08/02/09-1 
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horse I saddled up here,” Iwinski said. 
“This year I waited until the end. This 
was the last horse I’m running before 
heading home to Philadelphia Park.”

Certifiably Royal made all the run-
ning and held sway by a neck over Na-
tive Mambo (Jose Espinoza), with Mas-
ter (Maragh) back in third.

Certifiably Royal was making his first 
start since last September at Belmont 
when he finished sixth in a two-turn 
maiden-claimer. The son of Mutakddim, 
owned in a partnership by Preferred Pals 
Stable and James Sweedler, ran seven 
times on the turf last year as a sopho-
more but never under 1 mile. Iwinski 
took a gamble Friday.

“It was a big effort for a horse that’s 
been away for such a long time at a dis-
tance he’s never tried before,” Iwinski 
said. “The horse got injured after his last 
start last year and we just had to give 
him some time to get him back. We were 
excited about the way he was training 
but you never know after a layoff and 
with the uncertainty of the distance. We 

entered today as a nice starting off point 
but after seeing how he ran I might have 
to look into keeping him sprinting.”

• Dominguez continued his torrid 
pace in the 10th when Ken Ramsey’s 
No Detour caught Lone Cypress (Shaun 
Bridgmohan) by a nose in a 6-furlong 
maiden claimer. 

Trained by Maker, No Detour hooked 
up with Lone Cypress coming out of the 
turn and the two matched strides for 
the duration of the stretch before No 
Detour won on a final, desperate head 
bob. Wild Conga (Maragh) joined late 
for third.

No Detour was Dominguez’s fourth 
winner of the card and 35th of the meet. 
It was also one of the most thrilling.

“It was exciting at the end. I thought 
for a brief moment it was over, but my 
horse dug in and the head bob went our 
way,” Dominguez said “Things are fall-
ing into place, I’m not doing anything 
different. I’m just happy I’m getting 
horses that are good. I hope to continue 
through the end of the meet.”

 Dominguez looks to continue the 
hot pace today when he has mounts in 
11 of the 13 races, including the $1 mil-
lion Travers aboard Charitable Man.

John Egan (jegan@markelcorp.com)
859-224-7026 or 859-361-6039 (cell)

Remember to ask your insurance agent for a Markel quote today.

Catch the Markel freshman sire  
competition and newsletter at:

www.thoroughbred-insurance.com

Savor the Saratoga Summer!

And Don’t miss our Steak & Lobster Dinner for Two for $59.00. 
Caesar salad, a grilled 16 oz. Certified Angus strip steak and a fresh 1 1⁄2 lb. Maine Lobster. 

See our new Tavern Menu

Susan Svoboda
homesfromsusan.com

518-871-9040
homesfromsusan@gmail.com

125 Virginia Place, Saratoga Springs
Enjoy sitting on the covered porch of this 
center hall colonial offering a great floor 
plan with den and family room. 2 car ga-
rage, full basement and a large lot, great 
neighborhood! Offered at $298,000

121 Burgoyne Road, Schuylerville 
Bring your horses! Own a piece of history 
with this gracious circa 1810 Center Hall 
Colonial. 12 acres of tranquility with  post 
& beam out building and heated in-ground 
pool. Offered at $517,000

GET IN THE WINNER’S CIRCLE 
WITH FAST FURLONG STABLE

Partnership shares available in 2-year old colts from March 2009 OBS

Fiery Forest (Sire: Forest Danger)
Power Punch (Sire: Congaree)

EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY TO 
BE A THOROUGHBRED OWNER!

CALL PAUL BRAUS AT FAST FURLONG STABLE: 
(646) 492-2144

Friday –
 Continued from page 40
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Muscle Fortifier™

Complete Muscular System Support
Exclusive formula for horses with high  
performance demands. 
Muscle Fortifier™ supports:
  - Rapid Muscle Recovery
  - Normal Lactic Acid Levels
  - Proper Ionic Balance and Body Fluid Levels
  - Proper Muscle Contraction

New 

Finally, A Comprehensive Approach to Muscle Health

Vita Flex Nutrition
1302-B Lew Ross Road, Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501
For more information, product details and study results, call 1-800-848-2359 or visit our web site at vita-flex.com.
©2008 VitaFlex Nutrition      08-0112
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Your Source For
The Best Of

Saratoga

SARATOGA SIGNATURE
I N T E R I O R S

Distinctive Home Furnishings 
and Interior Design

We Ship

Oklahoma Trackside residence on Fifth Avenue has 
Thoroughbreds running past you every day! Enjoy 
the kitchen with granite counters & island. Guests 
will enjoy privacy in the “west wing” with master 

suite & two add’l bedrooms. 2nd floor master 
retreat will more than please w/ spa bath,sitting 

room w/ FP, balcony overlooking track. $929,000. 

Dark Tuesday Open House, Noon-2 p.m.  

Janet Besheer (518) 265-9575
Angela Brady (518) 428-1775

Racehorses in your Blood?

BARBARO:  
BEYOND BROKENNESS 

Finishing Line Press,  
PO Box 1626, 

Georgetown, KY 40324. 

www.finishinglinepress.com

Friday, August 28.

1ST. 1 1/8 MILES. 3&UP. CLM. AOC. PURSE $63,000.
8	 Ruffino	 Maragh R	 9.60	 4.90	 3.40
2	 Billy Bear	 Prado E S		  5.60	 4.30
7	 Stopbluffing	 Luzzi M J			   8.30
Finish Time: 1:51.35
Trainer: Jim Bond. Owner: Tina Bond. 
B. g. 6. Raffie’s Majesty-Joanne W., Well Decorated.
Bred by Tina Bond (NY).
$2 Exacta (8-2) Paid $49.00; $2 Trifecta (8-2-7) Paid $619.00; $2 Super-
fecta (8-2-7-4) Paid $2,694.00

2ND. 1 1/16 MILES. TURF. 3&UP. F&M. MSW. PURSE $51,000.
3	 Shine Softly	 Dominguez R A	 10.00	 5.90	 4.00
1	 Adjacent	 Garcia Alan		  9.70	 7.20
8	 Ostensibly	 Castellano J J			   9.60
Finish Time: 1:42.85
Trainer: Jimmy Toner. Owner: Phillips Racing Partnership.
Ch. f. 3. Aldebaran-Soaring Softly, Kris S.
Bred by Phillips Racing Partnership (Ky).
$2 Exacta (3-1) Paid $69.50; $2 Quinella (1-3) Paid $32.00; $2 Trifecta  
(3-1-8) Paid $1,066.00; $2 Daily Double (8-3) Paid $41.20  

3RD. 6 FURLONGS. 3&UP. F&M. ALW. PURSE $52,000.
4	 Moontune Missy	 Leparoux J R	 36.00	 12.60	 4.40
3	 East Breaks	 Lezcano J		  4.50	 2.70
7	 Underground	 Maragh R			   3.00
Finish Time: 1:10.14
Trainer: Eoin Harty. Owner: Gold Mark Farm.
B. f. 3. Forest Wildcat-Moonsong, Deputy Minister.
Bred by Gaines-Gentry Thoroughbreds and S&H Thoroughbreds (Ky).
$2 Exacta (4-3) Paid $198.00; $2 Trifecta (4-3-7) Paid $589.00; $2 Pick 3  
(8-3-4) 3 Correct Paid $1,109.00; $2 Daily Double (3-4) Paid $231.00; $2   
Superfecta (4-3-7-1) Paid $1,949.00

4TH. 1 1/8 MILES. THE FUNNY CIDE. 3&UP. NY BREDS. PURSE $79,750.
7	 Future Prospect	 Maragh R	 4.60	 3.40	 2.70
6	 Naughty New Yorker	 Samyn J L		  11.80	 5.70
5	 Dr. D. F. C.	 Lezcano J			   4.40
Finish Time: 1:50.12
Trainer: Mike Maker. Owner: Lucille Davis.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 5. Freud-Devil’s Waltz, Marshua’s Dancer.
Bred by Thomas/Lakin (NY).
$2 Exacta (7-6) Paid $75.00; $2 Quinella (6-7) Paid $48.00; $2 Trifecta  
(7-6-5) Paid $330.50; $2 Pick 3 (3-4-7) 3 Correct Paid $927.00; $2 Daily 
Double (4-7) Paid $145.50; $2 Superfecta (7-6-5-2) Paid $1,082.00

5TH. 1-MILE. TURF. 3&UP. F&M. NY BREDS. MSW. PURSE $45,000.
8	 Triple Tax Exempt	 Dominguez R A	 33.00	 13.80	 6.90
5	 Stormie Gray	 Velasquez C		  21.40	 9.90
1	 Song for Pupcake	 Maragh R			   5.30
Finish Time: 1:38.04
Trainer: Carl Domino. Owner: August Hoerrner.
Dk. B. or Br. f. 3. Devil His Due-Run N Gun, Thirty Six Red.
Bred by August Hoerrner and Chesapeake Farm (NY).
$2 Exacta (8-5) Paid $591.00; $2 Trifecta (8-5-1) Paid $3,392.00; $2 Pick 
3 (4-7-8) 3 Correct Paid $2,681.00; $2 Pick 4 (3-4-7-8) 4 Correct Paid 
$24,955.00; $2 Daily Double (7-8) Paid $122.00; $2 Superfecta (8-5-1-4)  
Paid $21,718.00

6TH. 7 FURLONGS. 3&UP. CLM. PURSE $24,200.
6	 Grasberg	 Dominguez R A	 9.00	 4.50	 3.50
2	 Spanky Fischbein	 Lezcano J		  3.10	 2.60
3	 Smooth Wind	 Castellano J J			   2.90
Finish Time: 1:24.43
Trainer: Mike Hushion. Owner: Barry Schwartz.
B. g. 4. Thunder Gulch-India Divina (Chi), Roy.
Bred by Stonewall Farm (NY).

$2 Exacta (6-2) Paid $25.40; $2 Trifecta (6-2-3) Paid $82.50; $2 Pick 3  
(7-8-6) 3 Correct Paid $633.00; $2 Daily Double (8-6) Paid $139.50; $2   
Superfecta (6-2-3-1) Paid $292.00

7TH. 1-MILE. TURF. 3&UP. F&M. CLM. PURSE $30,000.
6	 Loxy Lady	 Lezcano J	 6.70	 4.20	 2.90
9	 Who Is Lady	 Luzzi M J		  17.40	 10.20
4	 Pearl of Valor	 Theriot H J II			   5.00
Finish Time: 1:38.01
Trainer: Mark Hennig. Owner: DATTT Stable.
B. m. 5. Dynaformer-Palette Knife, Broad Brush.
Bred by Burning Daylight Farm (Ky).
$2 Exacta (6-9) Paid $88.00; $2 Trifecta (6-9-4) Paid $540.00; $2 Daily 
Double (6-6) Paid $36.20; $2 Pick 3 (8-6-6) 3 Correct Paid $842.00; $2   
Superfecta (6-9-4-8) Paid $4,197.00

8TH. 5 1/2 FURLONGS. TURF. 3&UP. MCL. PURSE $24,000.
7	 Certifiably Royal	 Prado E S	 10.80	 6.30	 3.20
5	 Native Mambo	 Espinoza J L		  5.30	 3.00
2	 Master	 Maragh R			   2.30
Finish Time: 1:03.90
Trainer: Allen Iwinski. Owner: Preferred Pals Stable, Joseph Sweedler, 
Bethlehem Stable and Wachtel Stable.
Ch. g. 4. Mutakddim-Royal Trips, Summer Squall.
Bred by Duane and Roger Kilbride (Ky).
$2 Exacta (7-5) Paid $50.50; $2 Trifecta (7-5-2) Paid $109.50; $2 Pick 3 
(6-6-7) 3 Correct Paid $160.00; $2 Daily Double (6-7) Paid $38.00; $2   
Superfecta (7-5-2-8) Paid $642.00

9TH. 1 1/8 MILES. TURF. THE BERNARD BARUCH. 3&UP. PURSE $200,000.
1	 Justenuffhumor	 Garcia Alan	 3.80	 2.50	 2.10
5	 Cowboy Cal	 Velazquez J R		  4.00	 3.00
9	 Sette E Mezzo	 Desormeaux K J			   4.30
Finish Time: 1:47.38
Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin. Owner: Darley Stable.
B. c. 4. Distorted Humor-Justenuffheart, Broad Brush.
Bred by Mt Brilliant Farm (Ky).
$2 Exacta (1-5) Paid $13.00; $2 Trifecta (1-5-9) Paid $70.00; $2 Grand 
Slam (2/3/6-4/6/9/10/12/13-1/2/5/7-1) Paid $8.90; $2 Pick 3 (6-7-1) 3 
Correct Paid $84.50; $2 Daily Double (7-1) Paid $28.00  

10TH. 6 FURLONGS. 3&UP. CLM. PURSE $32,000.
7	 No Detour	 Dominguez R A	 7.40	 3.20	 2.40
9	 Lone Cypress	 Bridgmohan S X		  4.30	 3.20
6	 Wild Conga	 Maragh R			   3.50
Finish Time: 1:10.78
Trainer: Maker Michael J - Owner: Ramsey, Kenneth L. and Sarah K.
Dk. B. or Br. c. 3. Catienus-Single Goer, Easy Goer.
Bred by Ken and Sarah Ramsey (Ky).
$2 Exacta (7-9) Paid $24.20; $2 Trifecta (7-9-6) Paid $77.50; $2 Super-
fecta (7-9-6-3) Paid $162.00; $2 Daily Double (1-7) Paid $14.40; $2 Pick 
3 (7-1-7) 3 Correct Paid $86.50; $2 Pick 4 (6/10/12/13-7-1-2/4/7) 4 Cor-
rect Paid $295.50; $2 Pick 6 (8-6-6/10/12/13-7-1-2/4/7) 5 Correct Paid 
$138.00; $2 Pick 6 (8-6-6/10/12/13-7-1-2/4/7) 6 Correct Paid $27,844.00  

Track: fast. Turf: firm. 
Saratoga Attendance: 21,342.  Mutuel Pool: $3,752,491.

Friday’s Claims
1ST RACE: South Fourth St. by Steve Klesaris; 6TH RACE: Spanky Fischbein 
by Charlton Baker; 10TH RACE: No Detour by Chip Dutrow for Bruce Golden.

  friday’s Saratoga results

Sallee Horse Vans
1-800-967-VANS • (772) 260-2586
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TRACKMEN GOLF CLUB
It Is Now Post Time to Join . . . Don’t Get Left in the Gate!
ENJOY GREAT GOLF AND MORE AT SOME OF THE FINEST PRIVATE 

COUNTRY CLUBS & RESORTS IN NEW YORK & FLORIDA 
WITH PROMINENT HORSE RACING PERSONALITIES 

Join Us for Our 17th Season in 2009
12 Tournaments at the Best Courses in New York & Florida
with Leading Point-Earners & Hole-In-One Cash Prize Pools

Racing Stable Partnerships with 
Leading NY Trainers Linda Rice, Bruce Levine & Angel Penna Jr. 

Business to Business Directory ~ Discounted Professional Services
Great Membership Roster ~ Award-Winning Website

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
For More Information Contact: Bill Hirsch

516.356.6678 ~ Email: whirsch@nyc.rr.com 
www.TrackmenGolfClub.com

Saratoga Events Schedule 
Monday, August 3 – Handicapping Tournament at Saratoga 

 
Monday, August 3 – 14th Annual TGC Saratoga Post Time Dinner Party 

at The Wishing Well Restaurant, Saratoga Springs
 

Tuesday, August 4 – Golf Tournament at McGregor Links CC, Saratoga Springs
 

Thursday-Sunday, August 13-16, PGA Golf Championship Pool
 

Tuesday, August 25 (Travers Week) – Golf Tournament at Country Club of Troy, Troy, NY
 

Saturday, August 29 –Handicapping Tournament at Saratoga Racecourse 
On the Travers Stakes Card

Donna Freyer
PO Box 2254, Camden, SC 29020

803-243-4848 Mobile

www.customcareequine.com

Custom Care graduate Fiddlers Afleet 
won the Albany Stakes on Wednesday. 

Congratulations Marc C. Ferrell and Mike Hushion.
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Tod Marks

1 Ruffino 2 Shine Softly 3 Moontune Missy

4 Future Prospect 5 Triple Tax Exempt 6 Grasberg

7 Loxy Lady 8 Certifiably Royal   9 Justenuffhumor

Friday’s Saratoga winners • Photos by Dave Harmon & Tod Marks
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Tim Ice leaned on the wooden rail 
of the stakes barn and simply admired. 
There was Summer Bird, his best horse, 
jumping like a grasshopper and spin-
ning like a pinwheel as his groom tried 
to put the finishing touches on the pre-
Travers polish. 

No chance. Summer Bird fluttered in 
the air, winning a one-sided game. 

Ice liked what he saw, finally calling 
his groom out of the stall – quit poking 
the lion.

Summer Bird might not win the 
Travers, but it won’t be because he’s 
not fresh and he’s not happy. Thursday 
morning, the big chestnut colt played 
like he knew the game was afoot.

Part cat, part bear, Summer Bird was 
full of life. 

“They love what they do, that’s what 
makes a good horse. He’ll do anything 
you ask of him,” Ice said. “A good 
horse makes you look good. Me, I don’t 
get these kind of horses, if he wasn’t a 
homebred, I wouldn’t have him. There’s 
a reason I got him, there’s a reason we 
didn’t sell him. I look forward to as 
big a race Saturday as I did before the 
Belmont. Just stay out of his way, keep 
him happy and give him everything he 
needs.”

Summer Bird walked into Ice’s life 
this year, a big raw-looking chestnut 
colt. He made his debut March 1, fin-
ishing fourth in an Oaklawn Park 
maiden, before winning a two-turn 
maiden 18 days later. Wasting no time, 
Ice started Summer Bird in the Arkan-
sas Derby. He finished third, beaten less 
than 2 lengths. That was a thrill, finish-
ing third in a Grade II stakes. Next stop, 
Kentucky Derby. Guys like Ice, 35, and 
Chip Woolley weren’t getting much at-

tention but the Derby’s relative. For a 
guy like Ice, new to the training game 
and spending most of his time at Louisi-
ana Downs, the spotlight felt good. 

“You want to take slow steps, we 
threw him into those races early; the Ar-
kansas Derby in his third lifetime start, 
the Kentucky Derby in his fourth, the 
Belmont in his fifth,” Ice said. “He’s an-
swered the call every time. I was proud 
of how he ran in the Kentucky Derby, 
he showed he had no quit then, he never 
gave up, that’s the one thing I love about 
this horse.”

Three weeks later, Ice marched con-
fidently toward the Belmont Stakes. If 
you asked, he told you he thought his 
horse was ready for a breakout race. Ice 
replaced Chris Rosier with Hall of Fam-
er Kent Desormeaux and added blink-
ers to the long-striding colt. He won it. 
Now, that’s big. 

“To wake up every morning and 
come in the barn and be able to look 
at him, to think I have a Belmont win-
ner in the barn . . . talk about getting a 
chill,” Ice said. “It’s all about the horse, 
without them, we wouldn’t be here. I 
wouldn’t be in Saratoga if it wasn’t for 
Summer Bird. He’s taken me places I 
wouldn’t have gone, at least this early 
in my career.”

Ice doesn’t boast, he doesn’t swear, 
he doesn’t waver from a question. He’s 
quietly confident in his horse, that’s 
what trainers are supposed to be when 
tackling races like the Travers. The me-
dia attention? He handles it like a run-
ning back on third and short. Straight 
ahead, no emotion, no fuss.

“I’m still trying to get him ready to 
run, probably next year I’ll be able to 
sit back and look at everything he’s 
done this year because right now you 
go from one race to the next,” Ice said. 
“I do think about the fact that he’s 
won a classic race and ran second in 
the Haskell. It’s not about all the hype, 
it’s about getting Summer Bird ready to 
run. He shows up in the afternoon; he 
can’t read; he doesn’t know who they’re 
talking about; he just goes out there and 
runs, and gives 110 percent.”

The horse hasn’t changed, neither 
has the trainer. 

“There’s no secret to training a good 
horse, you make them happy and they’re 
going to do most of the work,” Ice said. 
“It’s my job to have him 100 percent 
ready, with Summer Bird, he makes it so 
easy, he’s very easy on himself. It’s been a 
lot of fun and I’ve been able to enjoy it.”

With that, Summer Bird hopped in 
the air, a reporter walked away and a 
trainer stood in awe of a horse. 

  CUP OF COFFEE

By 
Sean Clancy

Cool
Summer

Vineyard Haven (Gr. l)
Zensational (Gr. l)

Go Go Shoot
Bustin Stones (Gr. l)
Macho Again (Gr. l)
Icabad Crane (Gr. l)

Awesome Gem (Gr. l placed)
Buddy’s Humor (Gr. III)

Dashing Debby
Little Nick

Forty Thieves
Sky Mystic

Ten Most Wanted (Gr. l)
Stately Character (Gr. I)
Hopeful Image (Gr. II)

Toccet (Gr. l)
Soto (Gr. ll)

Coach Jimi Lee (Gr. II)
Bella Bellucci (Gr. l)
Fagedaboudit Sal
Galloping Grocer
Mazhilla (Gr. lll)

Acey Deucey (Gr. l)
Moon Catcher (Gr. l)

CRUPI’S NEW CASTLE FARM
4625 N.W. 110th Avenue

Ocala, FL 34482-1833
Phone: (352) 840-5400

Cell: (352) 427-1600
Fax: (352) 840-0661

Contact Jim Crupi
1 (866) 313-5400

www.newcastlefarm.com

Tod Marks
Tim Ice
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Racing Support Payments: 2010 – 2023

$1,514,244,223 *
*Projections are based on 4,500 VLTs and will be greater should the State approve additional VLTs for Aqueduct

NY THOROUGHBRED
BREEDERS

NYRA OPERATIONS NYRA CAPEX RACING PURSES
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THIS IS CLEARLY A 
ONE-HORSE RACE
Aqueduct Entertainment Group’s (AEG) proposal is good for New York 
breeders, good for horsemen, good for owners and good for racing. 
Just look at the projections for Racing Support Payments submitted to 
the State by AEG.

AEG is projecting that NY Racing will receive $67 Million in 2010 and 
within a few years these payments will exceed $100 million per annum. 
By then, on an annual basis, NY Thoroughbred Breeders will receiving 
nearly $10 million and Racing Purses will be receiving nearly $50 
million in Racing Support Payments.

In fact, Total Racing Support Payments between 2010 and 2023 are 
projected to be over $1.5 billion. 

AEG has the ability to get VLTs up and operating at Aqueduct faster 
than any other bidder. That’s why we’re the horse to bet on.

www.aqueductentertainment.com
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Building Speed for the FutureBuilding Speed for the Future
DAAHER

By Awesome Again
DAYJUR

By Danzig
INTIDAB
By Phone Trick

INVASOR
By Candy Stripes

JAZIL
By Seeking the Gold

KAYRAWAN
By Mr. Prospector

MUSTANFAR
By Unbridled

SWAIN
By Nashwan

SHADWELL FARM
Proud to Sponsor

The 140th Travers Stakes-G1

Dual G1 winner in her � rst two starts this year, GHANAATI won the Classic English 1,000 Guineas-G1 
and followed by setting a New Course Record in Royal Ascot’s Coronation S-G1 next time out.  

GHANAATI, a royally-bred � lly, is out of a half-sister to the dam of Shadwell stallion MUSTANFAR 
with HEIGHT OF FASHION as the second dam. 

Dual G1 winner in her � rst two starts this year, GHANAATI won the Classic English 1,000 Guineas-G1 
and followed by setting a New Course Record in Royal Ascot’s Coronation S-G1 next time out.  

Shadwell has produced NINE Classic Winners
 including  2009 Classic Winner

GHANAATI  


