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Be Certain leaps through Saratoga stages to earn stakes start.

2
New York-bred maiden
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GHOSTZAPPER
His Yearlings Are So Good, It’s Scary.

Ghostzapper
Awesome Again - Baby Zip by Relaunch

“Few horses have devastated their
opponents in so many ways, at so many
distances, and in such fast times.”
-- Steve Haskin

The Highest two-turn Beyer: 128
The Lowest Rag Number: -3
The Fastest Breeders’ Cup: 1:59

“The best horse I ever 
trained.”
-- Bobby Frankel

Awesome Again - Baby Zip, by Relaunch
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Here & There at Saratoga

Clothes 
horse
Jockey Jorge Chavez 
takes advantage of some 
good deals at the back-
side shirt sale.

Connie Bush

Worth Repeating
“I’m afraid to leave Saratoga.”

Dave Duggan, after upsetting Wednesday’s 
mollie Wilmot Stakes with Cagey Girl; 

the filly gave the trainer his sixth 
win from just 15 starters at the meet.

Wife, just a bit steamed: “Silence is golden.”
Husband, trying to save himself: “It just goes to 
show that I make a mistake once very 10 years 
or so. I’m entitled, aren’t I?”
Wife: “When I said silence is golden, I didn’t 
mean me.”

“The fat lady hasn’t sung yet, but I can hear her 
humming in the background and tapping her 
foot.”

Owner Ken Ramsey, on his prospects for 
winning the Saratoga owners’ championship

“I can’t go for Migliore-Luzzi?”
Special reader Patrick Kerrison, 
on his dream Presidential ticket

“Tom Durkin better say this the next time Demo-
crat, the horse, runs: ‘Democrat, Biden his time 
on the rail. Boxed in on his right, waiting for a 
path. He’s found it and there he goes. Democrat! 
Democrat beginning to lengthen his stride. Now 
by 4, now by 5! He won’t be caught today unless 
Karl Rove meets him before the wire.”

Special reader Jim Lanson

“She’s the Intangible Roo. Her nickname was 
Roo and I was trying to figure out how to name 
her. She was the intangible. It fits her.” 

Owner Carl Grether,
on naming Ballerina winner Intangaroo

“I’m not worried about fall, I’m worried about 
what follows it.”

Trainer Tom Bush, 
when told it felt like fall

more Here and There on Page 4

“As soon as the Travers is over, it’s Thanksgiving.”
Trainer Carl Domino
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$255,000,000
From 2000 through 2007 in black type
stakes races alone, trainers who fed

$255-million dollars in
first place purse money.

earned in excess of

Hallway Feeds
Lexington, KY

(859) 255-7602 • (800) 753-4255
www.hallwayfeeds.com

Hallway Feeds Racing Products

®

®
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Here & There at Saratoga

Take A Number
23  Reserved seat tags stuck to the bars above the down side of the big escalator from the second 
floor of the clubhouse.

Name of the Day
Caesar Beware, first race. When your sire’s named Daggers Drawn, you can feel a little threatened. 
Plus, a little advice never hurt (though that bit about the “Ides of March” didn’t help Julius much).

Weather
Today: Intervals of clouds 
and sunshine. High around 
80. Winds light and vari-
able.

Tonight: A few clouds 
from time to time. Low 57. 
Winds light and variable.

friday: Partly to mostly 
cloudy. Slight chance of 
a rain shower. High 78. 
Winds SE at 5 to 10 mph.

Saturday: Times of sun 
and clouds. High in the 
upper 70s and low in the 
low 60s.

Sunday: Cloudy with sho–
wers and thunderstorms. 
High in the upper 70s and 
low in the low 60s.

Rearing to go
This Thoroughbred practices for the two-legged race.

Tod Marks

Donna Freyer
PO Box 2254, Camden, SC 29020

803-243-4848 Mobile

www.customcareequine.com

Camden, South Carolina has been home 
to Thoroughbred excellence for generations.

The tradition continues.

HISTORY

Outstanding
in their field
A Seth Benzel horse and 
his rider take some time 
to smell the wildflowers 
on the way to a workout.

Tod Marks
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9 Front Street • Lake George, NY 
518-668-5437  www.hallsboat.com

©2008 Hall’s Boat Corporation. All rights reserved. 008-0808

Caring for classic wooden boats  
and their owners since 1928

• Boat brokering/sales

• Full-service marina

• Charming, Adirondack-style lodging

• Classic boat and antique engine restoration
Beautiful Queen Anne 
 Victorian home or B&B 

 on Union Ave. 9 Bedrooms, 
      8 Baths, 6 Fireplaces.         

$1,999,000   
   

 

Peter Buck — Buck Land & Cattle Co.
2 Stonebreak Rd.,  Malta, NY 12020

Office: 518-899-0065  Web: www.bucklandandcattle.com

Here & There at Saratoga

mcCain 
Richard DePass

Danielle Hodsdon
Kip Elser

Bruce Brown
Steve Adika

Pat Reynolds
Al Stall

Matt Muzikar
Lenny Pike
Bill Mott

Mark Hennig
Stan Hough

Mitch Friedman
Robby Albarado

Rusty Arnold
Don Nichols

Cindy Nichols
Danny Peitz
Sal Russo
Tim Ritvo

Steve Young
Brant Laue

Doc Richardson
Jerry Bailey

George Weaver
Gary Contessa

Terry Finley
Rick Violette

Kiaran McLaughlin
Mike Geraghty
Roger Horgan
Simon Harris
Jose Cuevas

Pat Kelly
Beth Fout

Barry Schwartz
Randy Romero
John Hennig

Dallas Stewart
Loretta Lusteg
Barclay Tagg

Robin Smullen
Jimmy Toner

Matt Firestone
Rick Lang
Bill Graves
Max Hodge

Noel Twyman
Trish Moseley
Jeff Hooper

Steve Rushing
Dr. Hunt

Matt Cumani
Grey Price
Rita Cutler

Robert Cutler
Jean-Luc Samyn

Webb Carroll
Susie Hart
Pug Hart

Guy Torsilieri
Beverly Torsilieri

Alex Neuman
Bob McNair
Ben Haggin

Colum O’Brien
Scott Schwartz

Pam Ritter
Billy Badgett
Daisy Phipps
Stuart Janney

Tom Voss
Mike Sellito

Jamie Lamonica
Eddie Brown

Bonner Young
Harry Walker
Pat Hennig

Matt McCarron
Ciarran Dunne
Moon Gamble
Roddy Valente

Dave Rarey
Craig Peretz

Bessie Gruwell
Eileen Cornacchia
Joe Cornacchia

Gregg Ryan
Duke Burris
Sandi Burris
Mary Ryan
Bill Hirsch
Jack Fisher

Ann Via
Sonny Via

Rose Hennig
Peter Willmott
John Morrison

Dick Powell
Jeff Odintz

Nancy Brennan

Jeanne Wood 
Nathan Wood

Vic Gilardi
Anthony Mormino
Jeannine Edwards

Tom Stone
Derek Ryan

Patrick Kerrison

Undecided
Skip Dickstein

Mike Trombetta
Dave Grening
Wayne Lukas

Jimmy Jerkens
Tiffany Mueller
Tom Albertrani
The Fruit Man

Javier Castellano 
John Adger

Mitch Levites
Ray Amato
Jeff Carle

Doug Cauthen
Tom Bush

Joe DiAngelo
Steve Klesaris
John DaSilva

Independent
Barry Wiseman

Richard Nixon
Alan Brodsky

Obama
Tom Goff

Sam Maloney
Sandy Maggio

Pat Correa
Jeffrey Sanchez
Helen Richards

Del Carroll
Winston Heslop
Jorge Chavez
Keith O’Brien
Carlos Martin
Mike Hushion

Barbara Livingston
Bobby Frankel

Richard Migliore
Angel Cordero

Dr. Castro
Fay Donk

Steve Bass
Seth Benzel

Cindy Weaver
Dr. Galvin

Barry Watson
John Kimmel 
Sonny Taylor

Eibar Coa
Conor Foley
Pat Turner

Jim Gallagher
Brian Walls
Derek Smith

Leah Gyarmati
Charlton Baker

Dave Grace
Wendy (clocker girl)

Little Wendy (clocker girl)
Joanne Jones
Toadie Taylor
Alan Garcia

Tony Micallef
Sherry Ross
Phil Janack

Mary Jane Howell
Van Cushny
Tara O’Brien

Duncan Hinkle
Maxine Correa
Nick Martinez

Pam Donehower
Alix Michel
Roy Lerman
Jan Woods

Colleen O’Brien
Gaile Fitzgerald
Barbara Brown
Michael Martin

Trevor McCarron
Javier Castellano

Bruce Levine
Larry Hausman
Althea Richards
Sheryl Schwartz

Ann Macleod
John DeStefano

Gerry Donk
Melaina Phipps

Will Phipps

Kyle Brownell
Allen Iwinski
Peter Pugh

Flaco Escobar
David Engel

Heather Craig
Michael Thomas

Elliott Masie
Susie Bricker
Tim McKinsey
Kathy Jones

Ethan Jones-Potts
Joan Ciampi

Tim Hills
Tracy Attfield
Vicky King
Paul Keane
Vicky Rose

Mike MacAdam
Emma Brockaway

Brendan Pendergast
Maria Mann
Joe Spadaro
Rob Sauer

Diana Baker
Jim Lanson

Ross Perot
Dan Pride

Daffy Duck
Chris O’Connor

Gus Brown

Joe Biden
Mike Luzzi

Neither
Doc Danner
Doug Fout 

Rich Cristiano
Richard DeStasio

Josh Cooper
Freddie Bond

Bob Frieze
Danielle Rosier

Norm Casse

Coupled Entry
Allan Lavin

margaret Thatcher
Jeremy Edge

The Big Horserace The Special’s straw (well, hay) poll began back at Keeneland in April, 
and we’ll keep a running total of the votes around town. 
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S Robert Scanlon
Training Center

2008 Sanford winner Desert Party

GRADED STAKES-WINNING GRADUATES RECEIVED 
EARLY TRAINING AT SCANLON TRAINING CENTER:

Afleet Alex • Bernardini • Circle Of Life • Celtic Melody • Lion Heart 
Seattle Fitz • Master David • Artax  •  Sarava • Songandaprayer

Songster • Stevie Wonderboy • Texas Glitter • Unbridled’s Song
Whoopi Cat  •  Whywhywhy  •  Zavata

S Robert Scanlon
Training Center

David Scanlon
P.O. Box 599 Williston, FL 32696

P: (352) 528-2329 
F: (352) 528-2218

Dave Harmon

BeresfordGallery.com
Serious Sporting Art

� e ultimate Saratoga memory

We are closed for the season in Saratoga, but
we are now back at our Unionville Gallery
Historic Unionville, PA (near Kennett Square)

Tom Voss walked back to his barn 
at the Oklahoma Annex yesterday and 
thought back to one year ago. The last 
Wednesday of the meet. That’s when 
his former jockey Roger Horgan, now 
training, asked him to come look at a 
New York-bred 3-year-old who’d stalled 
after two starts.

“It was the last schooling day of the 
meet, might have been today, a year 
ago,” Voss said. “He went out there and 
jumped the rolls perfect. He never met 
one before, that’s the way he was, made 
it easy.”

Today, that horse goes for his first 
Saratoga stakes victory, in the $150,000 
New York Turf Writers Cup Steeple-
chase – today’s eighth race. Be Certain 
rose from jumping rolls in the Okla-
homa infield to a Grade I steeplechase 
horse – in one year.

Voss and Horgan would like to say 
they knew it all along. But, no, this is a 
story about a horse who did the heavy 
lifting. He liked to jump, relished the 
2-miles plus and knew a good thing 
when he saw it. The 4-year-old son of 
Thunder Gulch, with a cool $100,451 

in his bank account, now resides on 
Voss’ expansive farm in Monkton, Md. 
Not bad for a horse who couldn’t get 
within 6 3/4 lengths of the winner in a 
state-bred maiden on the Saratoga turf 
last summer. 

Be Certain jumped those initial rolls 
willingly – that’s about all a trainer’s 
looking for when a horse makes his for-
ay into the air – and then ran twice over 
hurdles last fall. The $300,000 year-
ling purchase (across the street) hunted 
around in his debut, finishing third at 
Far Hills, N.J. in October and then 
put it all together in his second start, a 
front-running effort in the Raymond G. 
Woolfe Stakes for 3-year-olds at Cam-
den, S.C. in November.

“It’s amazing, he hadn’t even jumped 
a fence a year ago,” Voss said. “He went 
to Far Hills, schooled around easy, then 
he won at Camden, just grabbed the bit 
and took off, surprised all of us.”

Be Certain became a stakes winner in 
his second start over jumps and has yet 
to finish worse than second this year (he 
was disqualified from a second when 
the jockey failed to weigh in). In May, 

he upset Voss’ highly regarded, more 
experienced entrymate, Planets Aligned 
in the Grade II National Hunt Cup at 
Radnor.

“Planets Aligned, I think, is a pretty 
damn good horse and he fought that 
horse tooth and nail and beat him. He 
got a lot of weight from him but he 
wasn’t backing down, barely saw the 
last fence, came home and swallowed 
his dinner in 10 minutes,” Voss said. 

“If they don’t have the disposition, if 
you’re worried about shaking them up 
or overfacing them, then you wouldn’t 
do it, but he’s more mature than most 
anything I’ve ever had.”

In steeplechasing, 4-year-olds rarely 
handle older horses. Only four 4-year-
olds have won the New York Turf Writ-
ers Cup since 1970. Be Certain will at-

Barbara Livingston
Be Certain preps over jumps in the Oklahoma infield earlier this week.

Why Certainly
Steeplechase newcomer Be Certain

jumps up stakes ranks for Voss
by sean clancy NeW YoRk TuRf WRiTeRS Cup

See be certain page 8 
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The Mid-Atlantic’s
Most Comprehensive
EQUINE THERAPY CENTER 

State-of-the-art facility houses the latest in 
technological equipment designed to promote a 
safe, healthy and rapid advancement for horses 
recovering from injury, making a return to training, 
or a variety of physical therapy options. Horses have 
access to all the facilities of  Fair Hill Training Center, 
including Tapeta track and traditional main track.

Contact Bruce Jackson
610-496-5080
Phone 410-620-2175 
Fax 410-620-2176
720 Training Center Drive
Elkton, Maryland 21921

Call Today!
Make an appointment to take advantage of effective,  

affordable and professional services for your equine athlete.

❖ Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy
❖ Solarium Therapy

❖ European Free Walker
❖ Shock Wave Therapy

❖ Magnetic Therapies
❖ Aqua Tred ❖ Acupuncture

❖ Therapeutic Shoeing
❖ IRAP and ACP/PRP Therapy
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“We use the Cosequin products on a vast majority 
of the horses in our barn. I believe it has been a huge 
contributing factor to keeping our horses sound and 

healthy. One noteworthy athlete, Better Talk Now, 
is in his ninth year and still going strong.”

GRAHAM MOTION – Leading Thoroughbred Trainer

A new 
Standard

FOR Equine
Joint Health!

We’ve reinvented joint health 

for horses with a comprehensive 

NEW joint health supplement. 

Cosequin®ASU goes above 

and beyond  the traditional 

glucosamine/chondroitin sulfate 

products on the market. Cosequin 

ASU contains glucosamine,  

chondroitin sulfate, and 

avocado/soybean unsaponifiables 

(ASU), PLUS high purity MSM.

Photograph by Maggie Furbay

2208 Lakeside Boulevard  Edgewood, Maryland 21040
1-800-925-5187   cosequinequine.com

U.S. Patent Nos. 5,587,363 
and 6,797,289  Additional Patent Pending

THE ORIGINAL 
COSEQUIN EQUINE FAMILY

Source: Surveys conducted in the Fall of 2002,
March 2004 and September 2007 of equine veterinarians 

who recommended oral joint health supplements.

tempt to become number five when he 
takes on eight rivals in the 19-furlong 
stakes. He carries 139, compared to top 
weight of 154 shouldered by Irish im-
port Salford City. 

Horgan, who trains a small stable of 
flat horses, is happy his former pupil got 
another chance. 

“We were up against it with him, 
he’s too nice a horse to drop down . . . 
I’m not into the claiming game, that’s 
not our gig at all. We had it in the back 
of my mind because he was an athletic 
horse all along,” Horgan said. “When 
you come from that background, you 
think about it where  lot of people 
wouldn’t. From the moment he walked 
up and looked at a hurdle, you know 
when you know one is going to go do 
it, popped over a couple of rolls, he 
loved it.”

It takes a game owner to send a horse 
he paid $300,000 for two years earlier 
to the jump world. Michael Chasanoff 
was more than game, he looked at it as 
an experiment, a fun thing to do and 
something that might give his horse 
a new lease on life. His old lease was 
about to be up.

Horgan sent the horse to Voss and 
said try him out, see what you think, if 
you don’t like him we’ll go to Plan B, or 
perhaps, Plan C. 

 “The horse went down there and I 
called Tom about 10 days later and he 
said, ‘I’m trying to resist the temptation 
of taking him over the big hurdles al-
ready.’ He was that far ahead,” Horgan 

said. “I called Mr. Chasanoff and gave 
him the report, he knows absolutely 
nothing about steeplechasing but he’s 
game enough to give it a try, what do 
you have to lose?”

Bred by Sugar Maple Farm and pur-
chased for Chasanoff by Kenny McPeek, 
Be Certain now has a chance at winning 
a Grade I stakes at Saratoga a year after 
losing a maiden race as a 3-year-old.

“Make no mistake, he was cut out 
to be a nice horse. He was quite preco-
cious early on but he never trained on, I 
wasn’t in a hurry so we ran him up here, 
he ran OK, just one paced, they quicken 
and he doesn’t. Perfectly sound. I had 
an option of running him again, but it 
wasn’t his game, why not give some-
thing different a try,” Horgan said. “He 
wins a little stake in his second start. I 
don’t care if it’s at Yavapai Downs, own-
ers like to win stakes. I give the credit to 
Mr. Chasanoff, he was brave enough to 
try it. Most people would have said get 
him off the books. Anything his horses 
need. Done. He gives them the best op-
portunity to succeed.” 

Be Certain –
 Continued from page 6

Be Certain’s first trainer Roger Horgan

Don’t Just Bet 
On Racehorses, 
Own Racehorses

With West Point Thoroughbreds you can own a percentage

of a high-potential racehorse, at a fraction of the cost

WESTPOINTTB.COM
 856.778.9511

This advertisement is for 
informational purposes only 
and is not an offer to sell securities.
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Muscle Fortifier™

Complete Muscular System Support
Exclusive formula for horses with high  
performance demands. 
Muscle Fortifier™ supports:
  - Rapid Muscle Recovery
  - Normal Lactic Acid Levels
  - Proper Ionic Balance and Body Fluid Levels
  - Proper Muscle Contraction

New 

Finally, A Comprehensive Approach to Muscle Health

Vita Flex Nutrition
1302-B Lew Ross Road, Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501
For more information, product details and study results, call 1-800-848-2359 or visit our web site at vita-flex.com.
©2008 VitaFlex Nutrition      08-0112
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410-392-5555  www.fasigtipton.com

September 29, 30 & 
October 1
930 Yearlings
Sessions begin at 10 a.m. daily

Midlantic
Eastern Fall 
Yearlings

Midlantic Eastern Fall Yearlings   

High Action attempts to pull off a difficult double 
in today’s Grade I, $150,000 New York Turf Writ-
ers Cup Steeplechase. Winner of the A.P. Smithwick 
earlier in the meet, he tries to match the 1999 Sara-
toga campaign of Campanile, the last horse to take the 
Smithwick and Turf Writers in the same year. 

Not that it will be easy. 
The 2 3/8-mile test drew an evenly matched field of 

nine, including Dark Equation, who chased his barn-
mate home in the Smithwick. 

“I think there are a lot of good, equal horses. I’d 
like to have the edge but it’s always a tough call to 
run back-to-back in these races,” trainer Doug Fout 
said Wednesday. “To me, I’m more worried about my 
horses. If you start worrying about the other horses 
you just start second-guessing yourself. It’s hard to go 
from the A.P. to the Turf Writers but if it falls into 
place it falls into place.”

Things fell into place perfectly for Carl Barnes’ 
High Action in the Grade II Smithwick Aug. 7. The 
8-year-old sat off a solid pace set by Turf Writers 
entrant Salford City before pulling ahead to a 1 1/2-
length win, staying perfect in his two U.S. starts since 
arriving from England in 2007.

High Action operated at high levels across the pond, 
knocking heads with the likes of Yeats as a flat cam-
paigner. Barnes eventually elected to send the son of 
Theatrical to Fout in search of the firm ground rarely 
found in Europe. High Action made his long-awaited 

U.S. hurdle debut June 15 at Colonial Downs, where 
he drew off late to win by 4 1/2 lengths. He came to 
the Smithwick as a relative unknown but didn’t leave 
that way after getting the job done in the 2 1/16-mile 
stakes. Paddy Young, who scored his first career win 
at Saratoga in the Smithwick, has the return call at 
150 pounds.

Dark Equation ran every bit as well as his more 
heralded stablemate in the Smithwick. Peggy Stein-
man’s 7-year-old was up close throughout and fought 

Double 
play

Tod Marks
Smithwick starters (from left) Dark Equation, High Action and Salford City return for today’s Grade I Turf Writers.

by brian nadeau

NeW YoRk TuRf WRiTeRS Cup pRevieW

High Action tackles
Spa steeplechase sweep

See turf writerS page 11 
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hard to earn second, bettering Salford 
City by 2 1/4 lengths. 

The solid effort marked a return 
to form for Dark Equation, who was 
sixth, beaten more than 17 lengths, in a 
Grade III May 10. Last season the son 
of Polish Numbers aired by 5 lengths in 
a Saratoga allowance and has shown an 
affinity for flat tracks. Regular jockey 
Matt McCarron takes the call at 152 
pounds.

Fout kept his pair on similar sched-
ules but in different places since the 
Smithwick. High Action went back to 
the stable’s base in Middleburg, Va., 
while Dark Equation stayed put at Sara-
toga. The trainer enters with high hopes 
for both, while trying to walk the tight 
rope for fitness. 

“They both had a blowout last Fri-
day and had a school on Monday. We 
kept them ticking but I don’t believe in 
schooling them the day before they run. 
These old horses just need a little exer-
cise just to keep them there before they 
run. You don’t need to do too much 
with them,” Fout said. “I’m just trying 
to keep them on their game and hope-
fully I didn’t do too much in between 
the two races. You have to do enough 
to get something out of it but not too 
much where it slows them down.” 

Alnoff Stable’s Be Certain could have 
the biggest chance to deny High Action. 
The 4-year-old has proven a quick study 
for Tom Voss after running here on the 
flat for Roger Horgan last summer. The 
son of Travers winner Thunder Gulch 
made his hurdle debut last fall at Far 
Hills in the Gladstone, finishing third. 
He returned to take the Woolfe at Cam-
den in November and started the 2008 
season looking to avoid the dreaded 
4-year-old jinx.

After a pair of seconds (one in which 
he got disqualified when his jockey 
failed to weigh in after the race), Be 
Certain took an allowance at Great 
Meadow May 3 and then shocked sta-
blemate and reigning novice champion 
Planets Aligned in the Grade II National 
Hunt Cup at Radnor two weeks later. 
He prepped for the Turf Writers with 
a closing second to repeat winner The 
Price Of Love in the Jonathan Kiser here 
July 31. Padge Whelan has the call and 
Be Certain gets in at a feathery impost. 
In a sport where timing is everything, 
Voss set his alarm for today’s Grade I.

“He’s carrying 139 pounds and the 
others are carrying 154, that should 
help. Running against not that strong a 
field, we’re just taking a shot, distance 
won’t hurt him, owner’s game,” Voss 
said. “The other horses are older, but 
it’s halfway through the year, we’re just 
going to ride him to see how he’s go-
ing, not push him early, just see how he 
goes and where he takes him. You fol-
low that group around and see where 
you end up. Nothing ventured, nothing 
gained, hopefully.”

Jonathan Sheppard has won the Turf 
Writers an astonishing 12 times and he 
returns with three chances with Luon-
go, Free Admission and Look At Him. 
Though Sheppard’s trio may not be fa-
vored, they’re a diverse group capable 
of pulling an upset.

“The horses this year probably aren’t 
the caliber of some of my other winners 
but they are all lightly weighted, are 
good jumpers with plenty of stamina 

so you hope they can get a piece of it,” 
Sheppard said. “I look at High Action 
as the horse to beat but winning the 
Smithwick and then coming back in the 
Turf Writers is a tough thing to do. Be 
Certain, you can’t throw him out. He 
gets in light but he’s a very nice horse 
and I think a 4-year-old can win this 
race. It’s an interesting race and you can 
make a case for several in there. “

Sheppard included. 
Bill Pape’s Look At Him (Robbie 

Walsh to ride, 142 pounds) enters with 
the best form, based on his win in the 
George Sloan Novice Stakes here Aug. 
14 over the Turf Writers’ 2 3/8-mile 
distance. The 6-year-old has been an 
enigma for Sheppard but is coming into 
his own after some mishaps earlier in 
the season, including throwing a shoe 
at Philadelphia Park and throwing his 
jockey here July 30. 

After missing all of 2007, Look At 
Him returned to the races with a solid 
second in a Radnor allowance and may 
give Sheppard his best chance to win 
another Turf Writers.

“Look At Him is finally getting some 
races under him and he’s progressing. It 
was a bit trying with him, to get him to 
the races, as he’s always been a lovely 
looking horse,” Sheppard said. “He’ll 
be close to the pace. He doesn’t have a 
big burst of speed but he does have a big 
strong gallop. He might finally be turn-
ing the corner.”

Pape’s Free Admission (Danielle 
Hodsdon, 142), coupled in the wagering 
with Look At Him, makes his first start 
since finishing fourth in the Grade III 
Ferguson Memorial at Colonial Downs 
July 13. The 9-year-old returned from 13 
months on the sidelines earlier this year 
at Radnor and then ran second to High 
Action in a Colonial allowance June 15.

Lucy Lindsay’s Luongo (Willie Dowl-
ing, 136) completes Sheppard’s triumvi-
rate. Termed a “stayer” by the trainer, 
Luongo went winless in two spring 
starts but should benefit from his light 
impost. The son of Foligno won a race 
at 3 miles last season and owns three 
career wins over jumps.

Salford City made his first American 
start over hurdles in the Smithwick and 
set the pace before tiring to finish third, 
though he was beaten only 3 3/4 lengths 
by High Action. 

Trained by Gordon Elliot for Fergus 
Galvin and Adam Lord, the 7-year-old 
Irish-bred should benefit from his run 
over the course. Salford City gave 12 
pounds to High Action in the Smith-
wick, but the playing field levels a bit 
to just four pounds this time around, 
though the Irish horse is still the 154-
pound high weight. Paul Carberry, a 
leading jump jockey in Ireland, flies 
over again for the mount and should 
have Salford City setting the early pace.

Four Schools (Carl Rafter to ride, 
146 pounds) enters off a decisive 6 
1/2-length win in the Ferguson. Train-
er Richard Valentine spent $20,000 to 
claim the 6-year-old for Jacqueline Ohr-
strom at Fair Hill May 24. Four Schools 
has hit the board in all three starts for 
his new barn but may find the water 
much deeper today.

Ann Stern’s Duke Of Earl was sixth 
in the Smithwick for Jack Fisher after 
winning a starter allowance and a claim-
er earlier in the year. The 9-year-old 
checked in third behind Four Schools 
in the Ferguson and gets in light at 
136 pounds. Xavier Aizpuru, the 2007 
champion jockey and Turf Writers win-
ner, has the call.

Turf Writers –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
High Action and Paddy Young aim to duplicate their win in the A.P. Smithwick three weeks ago.

Family Owned and Operated for 29 Years!
30½ Caroline Street, Saratoga Springs

518-584-9618
www.sperrysofsaratoga.com

For the best in seafood and pasta...
✜  Maryland Crab Cakes ✜  Fresh Pasta

✜  Soft Shell Crabs in Season

For the best in seafood and pasta...
  Fresh Pasta  Fresh Pasta OPEN DAILY

Come Visit Us In Our “Winner’s Circle” Garden 
Where You Can Meet Current Friends & Make New Ones!

Dinner: 5:30 -10pm
Bar: 5:30 to Closing

LIVE MUSIC Fridays and Sundays
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518-691-0254

Associate Broker

376 Broadway
Saratoga Springs, NY 
 jmirling@prudentialmanor.com 

28 Hill Road, Stillwater NY 
Spectacular Lake Sunsets.  

Country Club feel to the back yard.

A most special home with opulent 
interior spaces both formal 

and informal. 

Beautiful 20x40 pool!

Nature galore.  
4 Bedroom, 2 ½ baths An incredible find! A very in-town new 

house 1 block to Lake Avenue with a stylish  
Carriage House feel 4-5 blocks to Broadway, the 
Track and the Farmers Market. Cook’s kitchen, 
central air, maple floors. One of the few convenient 
and QUIET streets in Saratoga Springs.  

Historic, restored Greek Revival on 3 acres 
with 2 fireplaces, 2 paddocks and 6 stalls. 
Large 2 story addition adds big master bed-
room suite plus potential apt, office or studio 
(as it is now used).  

Open, bright floorplan w/lots of windows & 
views of trees, lawn and inground pool. Lovely! 
And meticulous. Entertainer’s delight w/gener-
ous flowing indoor space, plus decks & patio 
for outside enjoyment. 

Roomy home on great site near town. On sunny 
knoll on one of county’s prettiest roads, lots of 
frontage & rolling views. Lovely! Breakfast by lg. 
window watching wildlife. Solid older home, built 
by contractor for himself. Family room (c.1984) 
could be 5th BR or in-law space. Updates incl. 
septic, leach, roof, bow window, deck... 

Control your destiny and own your office. Excel-
lent cash flow to offset expenses with easy-to-
rent apartments. Cornerstone building in Green-
field has high visibility, flexible opportunities for 
commercial space.  

1870 brick charmer w/ a real garden abloom 
w/ perennial flowers & shrubs. Feels & looks 
like an English mews house. Thoughtful inte-
rior restoration throughout. Elegant! On a very 
quiet convenient street.  

Watch for BARBARO: BEYOND 
BROKENNESS, and order LOST IN 
THE FOG from:
Finishing Line Press, PO Box 1626, 
Georgetown, KY 40324. 

www.finishinglinepress.com

Sallee Horse Vans
1-800-967-VANS 

(772) 260-2586

Thursday, August 28. Post Time 1:00 p.m. Entries with program number, 
post position, jockey, trainer, and morning-line odds.

1ST (1:00) 5 1/2 fURLONGS. TURf. 3&UP. CLAImING 35,000. PURSE $45,000.
1  8 Unigold ......................Samyn J L ............ Jacobson David .....15-1
1A AE Theconfidenceman ....Desormeaux K J ... Jacobson David .....15-1
2  1 Storm N Lightning .....Prado E S ............. Schosberg Rick .......6-1
3  2 Rockhurst ..................Albarado R J ........ Dini Mike .................6-1
4  3 Treasure Hunter .........Leparoux J R ........ Lukas Wayne .........15-1
5  4 Si O No (CHI) ............Rodriguez R R ...... Quick Patrick .........20-1
6  5 Hurricane Annie .........Velasquez C .......... Rice Linda ...............3-1
7  6 Caesar Beware (IRE) .Garcia Alan ........... McLaughlin Kiaran ..7-5
8  7 Sigh You ....................Espinoza J L ......... Kelly Pat ................20-1
9  9 Skiptothegoodpart .....Luzzi M J .............. Galluscio Dominic .12-1
10  AE Can’t Refuse ..............Samyn J L ............ Persaud Randi .......12-1
11  AE Lycurgus ...................Maragh R ............. Lake Scott ...............4-1
A-Coupled: Unigold and Theconfidenceman

Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pick 3 (1-3), Daily Double

2ND (1:33) 6 fURLONGS. fILLIES. 2YO. NY BRED. mDN CLm 50,000. 
PURSE $32,000.
1  3 Millysglo ....................Gomez O .............. Rice Linda ...............5-1
1A 5 Irish Mama ................Velasquez C .......... Rice Linda ...............5-1
2  11 Runnin On Guilt .........Dominguez R A .... Contessa Gary .........3-1
2B 12 Just Another Story ....Castellano J J ....... Contessa Gary .........3-1
3  1 Karakorum Cayu ........Rodriguez R R ...... Odintz Jeff .............15-1
4  2 Smokin Pistol ............Luzzi M J .............. Schettino Dom ......10-1
5  4 Adelfia .......................Vargas R .............. Martin Carlos .........20-1
6  6 Dellslittlerunaway ......Hill C .................... Hushion Mike ........15-1
7  7 Best for Last ..............Prado E S ............. Bush Tom ................9-2
8  8 Saratoga Moonlight ...Maragh R ............. Levine Bruce ...........8-1
9  9 Mona From Deltona ...Coa E M ............... Violette Rick ............6-1
10  10 Bellevue Belle ............Leparoux J R ........ Harty Eoin ...............6-1
A-Coupled: Millysglo and Irish Mama
B-Coupled: Runnin On Guilt and Just Another Story

Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pick 3 (2-4), Pick 4 (2-5), Daily Double

3RD (2:06) 5 1/2 fURLONGS. TURf. 2YO. NY BRED. mSW. PURSE $56,000.
1  1 Jacob’s Dream ...........Espinoza J L ......... O’Brien Colum .......20-1
2  2 Seeking Eldorado ......Velasquez C .......... Rice Linda ...............3-1
3  3 J T Moore ..................Prado E S ............. Hough Stan .............4-1
4  4 Coronation Day .........Hill C .................... Weaver George ........5-1
5  5 Show Me the Cash ....Bridgmohan S X ... Brown Bruce .........15-1
6  6 Routine Addendum ...Coa E M ............... Badgett Billy ............6-1
7  7 Hangingonthefuture ..Velazquez J R ....... Serpe Phil ................6-1
8  8 Scientist ....................Luzzi M J .............. Jackson Bruce .........9-2
9  9 Gargantua ..................Chavez J F ............ Sciacca Gary .........15-1
10  AE Saratoga Steve ..........Dominguez R A .... Ritvo Tim .................7-2
11  AE Grand Morning ..........Vargas R .............. O’Brien Leo ...........30-1
12  MTO Cat Three Approach ...Velasquez C .......... Hernandez Mike .....12-1
13  MTO Haynesfield ................Bridgmohan S X ... Asmussen Steve ......5-1

Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pick 3 (3-5), Daily Double

4TH (2:39) THE HALfmOON. 7 fURLONGS. f&m. 3&UP. PURSE $80,000.
1  2 Striking Tomisue .......Hill C .................... Zito Nick ..................9-5
1A 5 Debbie Got Even ........Velasquez C .......... Zito Nick ..................9-5
2  1 Drama Lady ...............Garcia Alan ........... Hennig Mark ............6-1
3  3 Are We Dreamin ........Maragh R ............. Persaud Randi .........7-2
4  4 Iron Butterfly .............Leparoux J R ........ Dollase Wally .........12-1
5  6 Silver Knockers .........Velazquez J R ....... Zito Nick ..................8-5
A-Coupled: Striking Tomisue and Debbie Got Even

Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pick 3 (4-6), Daily Double

5TH (3:13) 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. 4&UP. ALW/OPT CLm 100,000.
PURSE $79,000.
1  1 Nergal (FR) ................Dominguez R A .... Clement Christophe .7-2
2  2 Steve’s Double ...........Albarado R J ........ Werner Ronny .........5-1
3  3 Minister’s Joy ............Castellano J J ....... McGaughey Shug ....5-1
4  4 British Blue ................Velazquez J R ....... Abreu Reynaldo .....15-1
5  5 Most Distinguished ...Maragh R ............. Zito Nick ................12-1
6  6 Gimme Credit ............Coa E M ............... Hills Tim ................10-1
7  7 Formal Decree (GER) Samyn J L ............ bin Suroor Saeed ....3-1
8  8 Classic Campaign ......Prado E S ............. Mott Bill...................4-1
9  MTO Evening Attire ............Espinoza J L ......... Kelly Pat ..................2-1
10  MTO Sinners N Saints ........Maragh R ............. Dutrow Jr Richard ...6-1
11  MTO Greeley’s Legacy .......Maragh R ............. Schosberg Rick .....12-1

Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pick 3 (5-7), Pick 6 (5-10), Daily Double

6TH (3:47) 5 1/2 fURLONGS. fILLIES. 2YO. mSW. PURSE $62,000.
1  3 Glacken Queen ..........Albarado R J ........ Romans Dale ...........8-1
1A 9 Megalicious ...............Prado E S ............. Romans Dale ...........8-1
2  1 Southern Oaks ...........Garcia Alan ........... McLaughlin Kiaran ..4-1
3  2 Remedy .....................Bridgmohan S X ... Asmussen Steve ......5-1
4  4 Distant Storm ............Desormeaux K J ... Stewart Dallas .......15-1
5  5 Catnandu ...................Coa E M ............... Werner Ronny .......12-1
6  6 Belle Jour ..................Hill C .................... Zito Nick ..................6-1
7  7 Leonine .....................Castellano J J ....... Hennig Mark ..........12-1
8  8 Imandra .....................Maragh R ............. Badgett Billy ..........20-1
9  10 Rock Candy ...............Leparoux J R ........ Howard Neil .............5-1
10  11 So Probable ...............Velazquez J R ....... Jerkens Jimmy ........7-2
A-Coupled: Glacken Queen and Megalicious

Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 (6-8), Grand Slam (6-9), Daily Double

7TH (4:21) 5 1/2 fURLONGS. TURf. f&m. 3&UP. CLAImING 35,000. 
PURSE $33,000.
1  1 Dose of Reality ..........Prado E S ............. Contessa Gary C ......2-1
1A MTO Tempest Storm ..........No rider ................ Contessa Gary .........2-1
2  AE Smartgabrielle ...........Maragh R ............. Levine Bruce  ..........5-2
2B AE Skipping Class ...........Desormeaux K J ... Levine Bruce ...........5-2
3  2 Donna’s Sandee .........Velasquez C .......... Hertler John ............8-1
4  3 Talbots Shopper ........Samyn J L ............ Kelly Pat ................15-1
5  4 My Anna Rose ...........Dominguez R A .... Sciacca Gary .........15-1
6  5 Dressed to Win ..........Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda ...............5-2
7  6 Flying Sappho ...........Velazquez J R ....... O’Brien Keith ...........8-1
8  7 Easy Ashley ...............Chavez J F ............ Ward Wesley ...........6-1
9  8 Crazy Thing ...............Bridgmohan S X ... Johnson Cleveland 20-1
10  9 Yes by West...............Leparoux J R ........ Dickey Charles .......10-1
11  AE Fiona Freud ...............Migliore R ............ Ritvo Tim .................5-1
12  AE Jetastik ......................Velazquez J R ....... Bazeos Peter .........20-1
13  MTO False Pretense ...........Luzzi M J .............. Violette Rick ..........10-1
A-Coupled: Dose of Reality and Tempest Storm
B-Coupled: Smartgabrielle and Skipping Class

Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 (7-9), Pick 4 (7-10), Daily Double

8TH (4:55) THE NEW YORK TURf WRITERS CUP STEEPLECHASE (GR. I). 
2 3/8 mILES. HURDLE. 4&UP. PURSE $150,000.
1  6 Free Admission .........Hodsdon D ........... Sheppard Jonathan .5-1
1A 7 Look At Him ..............Walsh R ............... Sheppard Jonathan .5-1
2  1 Dark Equation ............McCarron M O ..... Fout Doug ...............5-1
3  2 Duke of Earl (IRE) .....Aizpuru X ............. Fisher Jack ............12-1
4  3 Four Schools (IRE) ....Rafter C ................ Valentine Richard ..10-1
5  4 Luongo ......................Dowling W ........... Sheppard Jonathan 15-1
6  5 High Action ...............Young P J............. Fout Doug ...............5-2
7  8 Salford City (IRE) ......Carberry P ............ Elliot Gordon ...........7-2
8  9 Be Certain ..................Whelan P .............. Voss Tom ................4-1
A-Coupled: Free Admission and Look At Him

Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 (8-10), Daily Double

9TH (5:30) 5 1/2 fURLONGS. fILLIES. 2YO. mSW. PURSE $62,000.
1  1 First to Come Home ..Berrios Cruz J ...... Contessa Gary .......15-1
2  2 Sara Louise ...............Albarado R J ........ Romans Dale ...........6-1
3  3 Be Smart ...................Luzzi M J .............. Lukas Wayne .........12-1
4  4 Tapitha.......................Leparoux J R ........ Wilkes Ian .............15-1
5  5 Atalaya ......................Dominguez R A .... Pletcher Todd ..........8-1
6  6 Justwhistledixie .........Garcia Alan ........... McLaughlin Kiaran ..3-1
7  7 You Can Dream .........Velazquez J R ....... Baffert Bob ..............5-2
8  8 Clear Cut ...................Prado E S ............. Arnold Rusty ...........8-1
9  9 Mia’s First ..................Velasquez C .......... McDonald Michael .10-1
10  10 Stayawaystella ...........Castellano J J ....... Hennig Mark ..........12-1

Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double

10TH (6:05) 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. f&m. 3&UP. CLAImING 40,000. 
PURSE $36,000.
1  1 Frisky Rosie ...............Coa E M ............... Sciacca Gary ...........8-1
2  2 Amanyara ..................Velazquez J R ....... Ward Wesley ...........9-2
3  3 Make It Come True ....Velasquez C .......... Hennig Mark ............6-1
4  4 Paint Me Red .............Dominguez R A .... Contessa Gary .......20-1
5  5 Swamp Willow ..........Albarado R J ........ Proctor Tom ............8-1
6  6 Spirit Line ..................Leparoux J R ........ Lukas Wayne .........12-1
7  7 Frozen Prospect ........Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda ...............3-1
8  8 Fiddlers Princess .......Maragh R ............. DiPrima Greg .........12-1
9  9 Seeing Clearly ...........Castellano J J ....... Morrison John .........4-1
10  10 Fairytale Story ...........Prado E S ............. Serpe Phil ..............15-1
11  MTO Alchera ......................Hill C .................... Ortiz Paulino ..........15-1

Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta

  Thursday’s Saratoga entrieS
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Open every Day 
for breakfast at 7 aM

best Live Music 
after the track

full Menu for breakfast, 
Lunch & Dinner

9 Gridley St. 
Saratoga Springs

 518-587-4909
At The Corner Of Nelson 

& Gridley Streets
Catering & Private Parties 

Under The Tent
www.thehorseshoeinn.com

Corner of Broadway & Phila, Downtown Saratoga Springs
(518) 587-0666  •  800-422-6972  •  Shop online at ImpressionsSaratoga.com

For 30 Years - 
A Saratoga Tradition

Saratoga’s finest selection of Saratoga 
Sportswear & Souvenirs, Collectables, 

Jewelry, Fine Art & Crafts, Gifts for 
Horse & Dog Lovers of All Ages.

A Unique Shopping Experience Featuring...

Chicken Wings (Bone and Boneless)
& St. Louis Style Ribs

WE DELIVER
518-584-8200

Order Online @ 
www.wingsoversaratoga.com

105 West Avenue • Saratoga Springs
Accept Skidmore ID & major credit cards

INGSWOver Saratoga

RACE 1: CAESAR BEWARE looks spotted to score for a hot barn poised to 
win the training title; he fits snugly at this level an should get a nice trip 
stalking STORM N LIGHTNING, who will take the field as far as he can on 
the engine. ROCKHURST ran well at this level earlier in the meet and could 
come calling late.

RACE 2: BEST FOR LAST showed speed versus special-weight foes and 
now goes in for a tag; those two angles are potent. Factor in that Tom Bush 
is 6-for-20 on the drop and that Edgar Prado sticks and we have the best 
bet of the day. MONA FROM DELTONA goes out for a solid debut barn and 
seems plenty fit. BELLEVUE BELLE took some money for her debut and 
should run better with that experience behind her.

RACE 3: JACOB’S DREAM goes out for a barn becoming legendary for its 
exploits in turf sprint and this colt looks very fast judging by his a.m. trials. 
When in doubt we’ll side with Linda Rice. SARATOGA STEVE would be the 
main threat, provided he draws into the race, based on his July 30 run over 
the course and distance. J T MOORE showed speed in his debut, and that 
can never be discounted in these spots.

RACE 4: Nick Zito starts three of the six in the Halfmoon, but there’s no 
value there, so we’ll try DRAMA LADY, who was too bad to be true July 28. 
That was her first start in over six weeks so let’s say she needed the race. 
DEBBIE GOT EVEN came home far in front the top choice last time and 
looms the logical chalk; coupled with Striking Tomisue. SILVER KNOCK-
ERS finished ahead of her stablemate but may get softened by the pace.

RACE 5: GIMME CREDIT has quietly had a nice season and should find firm 
ground more amenable than the bog he overcame in the West Point. He’ll 
be a price, too, never a bad thing to look for in a scramble like this. FOR-
MAL DECREE ran too good to lose in his last and again looms a danger for 
expert connections. STEVE’S DOUBLE tried turf once before, and finished a 
huge third to a pair of stakes veterans who’d be 2-5 here. Look out.

RACE 6: BELLE JOUR was bet down to 6-5 in her debut (albeit in a five-
horse field) and showed speed before tiring shortly thereafter. The blinkers 

go on today; when Zito adds the headgear, head to the window. REMEDY 
had an eventful trip down inside in her debut and should be better for the 
experience. CATNANDU shows a limited number of works but enters for a 
solid debut barn; let the tote be your guide.

RACE 7: YES BY WEST is young, lightly raced and gets blinkers following a 
decent third on the main track Aug. 10. DRESSED TO WIN will go favored 
and it’s a bit foolish to play against this barn sprinting on the grass, but 
we’re on a mission for some value, so we’ll use her underneath. MY ANNA 
ROSE did some decent work in a pair on the lawn earlier this summer and 
could surprise at a price.

RACE 8: SALFORD CITY ran a smasher in the A.P. Smithwick, considering 
he’d just arrived from Ireland and wasn’t allowed much free rein on the 
lead by Guelph. Now he’s had some time to acclimate, he’ll have a chance 
to stretch his legs against a field that seems a bit soft on early lick. The call 
to turn the tables in a solid renewal of the Turf Writers. HIGH ACTION picks 
up eight pounds off a big run in the Smithwick but should find this longer 
distance more to his liking. He’s clearly the main danger to the top one. 
Considering he hadn’t even started over hurdles at this time last year BE 
CERTAIN’S path to this Grade I stakes has been nothing short of remark-
able. Gets in light at 139 pounds, 14 less than he carried earlier in the meet; 
he has the talent to make this kind of class rise and should be respected. 

RACE 9: YOU CAN DREAM sold for nearly 60 times her sire’s stud fee; 
check her out in the paddock, she must look like Pegasus. JUSTWHISTLE-
DIXIE caught mud and spun her wheels a bit in her troubled debut, but 
Kiaran McLaughlin is known for his second-out success. MIA’S FIRST has 
shown some zip in the morning and could be dangerous if she’s live on 
the tote. 

RACE 10: SEEING CLEARLY just missed at this level last time and has 
paired up figures, often a sign improvement is forthcoming. PAINT ME 
RED invades from Monmouth Park and gets a live rider, so she should be 
respected. FROZEN PROSPECT will take them as far as she can on the lead 
and is dangerous if they let her slow things down up front.

 Thursday’s detailed analySiS By Brian nadeau
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spoil yourself beautiful

Massage * Facials * Manicure * Pedicure * Spray Tanning * Skin Rejuvenation * Waxing * Cellulite Reduction
Eyelash Extensions * Make-up * Laser Hair Removal * BOTOX * Restylane * Juvederm * Radiesse

For a full menu of our medical and traditional spa services, please visit our web site at: www.sanctuarysaratoga.com

72 Railroad Place Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 • 518.587.5219

Jockeys
Alan Garcia ................................. 33
John Velazquez .......................... 30
Ramon Dominguez .................... 26
Edgar Prado ............................... 26
Cornelio Velasquez ..................... 23
Eibar Coa .................................... 22
Julien Leparoux .......................... 18
Rajiv Maragh .............................. 15
Javier Castellano ........................ 14
Kent Desormeaux ....................... 13
Robby Albarado ......................... 11
Shaun Bridgmohan .................... 11
Channing Hill .............................. 10
Mike Luzzi .................................... 7
Jose Espinoza .............................. 5
Richard Migliore .......................... 5
Sebastian Morales ........................ 5
Jorge Chavez ................................ 4
Jeffrey Sanchez ............................ 4
Elvis Trujillo .................................. 4
Garrett Gomez .............................. 3
Rafael Bejarano ............................ 2
Danielle Hodsdon ......................... 2
Rudy Rodriguez ........................... 2
Gabriel Saez ................................. 2
Jean-Luc Samyn .......................... 2
Jamie Theriot ............................... 2
Aldo Arboleda .............................. 1
Liam McVicar ............................... 1
Alonso Quinonez .......................... 1
Pedro Rodriguez .......................... 1
Robbie Walsh ............................... 1
Padge Whelan .............................. 1
Paddy Young ................................ 1

Trainers
Kiaran McLaughlin .....................15
Todd Pletcher .............................13
Richard Dutrow Jr ......................11
Steve Asmussen .......................... 9
Gary Contessa .............................. 9
Bobby Frankel .............................. 9
Tony Dutrow................................. 8
Linda Rice .................................... 8
Barclay Tagg ................................. 8
Bruce Levine ................................ 7
Wesley Ward ................................ 7
George Weaver............................. 7
Chad Brown ................................. 6
David Duggan .............................. 6
Michael Maker .............................. 6
Shug McGaughey ......................... 5
Ken McPeek ................................. 5
Jonathan Sheppard ...................... 5
Bob Baffert ................................... 4
Saeed bin Suroor ......................... 4
Mike Hushion ............................... 4
Wayne Lukas ................................ 4
Nick Zito ....................................... 4
Enrique Arroyo ............................. 3
Charlton Baker ............................. 3
Christophe Clement ...................... 3
Greg DiPrima ............................... 3
David Donk .................................. 3
Eoin Harty .................................... 3
Stan Hough .................................. 3
Allen Jerkens ................................ 3
Pat Kelly ....................................... 3
Eddie Kenneally ............................ 3
Graham Motion ............................ 3
Bill Mott ....................................... 3

Angel Penna ................................. 3
Pat Reynolds ................................ 3
Dale Romans ................................ 3
Rick Schosberg ............................ 3
John Terranova II ......................... 3
Tom Voss ..................................... 3
John Ward ................................... 3
Billy Badgett ................................. 2
Bobby Barbara ............................. 2
Bruce Brown ................................ 2
Tom Bush ..................................... 2
Mark Casse .................................. 2
John Fahey III .............................. 2
Dominic Galluscio ........................ 2
Leah Gyarmati .............................. 2
Mark Hennig ................................ 2

Mike Hernandez ........................... 2
John Hertler ................................. 2
Jimmy Jerkens ............................. 2
Larry Jones .................................. 2
Lisa Lewis .................................... 2
Carlos Martin ............................... 2
Michael Matz ................................ 2
Mike Miceli ................................... 2
John Morrison ............................. 2
Bob Ribaudo ................................ 2
Tim Ritvo ..................................... 2
Gary Sciacca ................................ 2
Phil Serpe .................................... 2
Dallas Stewart .............................. 2
Mike Trombetta ............................ 2
Rick Violette ................................. 2

Tom Albertrani ............................. 1
Frank Alexander ........................... 1
Michael Aro .................................. 1
Ed Barker ..................................... 1
Jonathan Buckley ......................... 1
Bernardo Callejas ......................... 1
Dave Carroll ................................. 1
James Corrao ............................... 1
Jimmy Day ................................... 1
Wally Dollase ............................... 1
Bob Dunham ................................ 1
James Ferraro .............................. 1
Doug Fout .................................... 1
Elizabeth Gray .............................. 1
Tim Hills ....................................... 1
Neil Howard ................................. 1
David Jacobson ............................ 1
John Kimmel ................................ 1
Steve Klesaris .............................. 1
Scott Lake .................................... 1
Mike Lecesse ............................... 1
Michael McDonald ....................... 1
Jeff Odintz .................................... 1
Paulino Ortiz ................................ 1
Randi Persaud .............................. 1
John Pregman Jr ......................... 1
Peter Pugh ................................... 1
Patrick Quick ................................ 1
Jamie Sanders ............................. 1
Alan Seewald ................................ 1
Scott Schwartz ............................. 1
Gary Sherlock .............................. 1
Al Stall Jr ..................................... 1
Howie Tesher ............................... 1
Rodrigo Ubillo .............................. 1
Ronny Werner .............................. 1
Ian Wilkes .................................... 1

All The Winners (Through Wednesday)

Tod Marks
Trainer Howie Tesher awaits his victorious Calling my Colors in the winner’s 
circle Wednesday.
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Spotlight on UK Racing 
by Timeform & Racing UK

Thursday, August 28th, AYR Race 5 (11:10 am)
Class 4 Handicap (4yo & Up) 9f; Purse $20,000

RACE ANALYSIS (In Program Number Order)

GOODBYE mR BOND1  The only course and distance winner in the race. Still capable of 
producing his best form, most notably on runs at Haydock and York in June where he 
finished second and first respectively. Tends to give his best earlier in the season, nine of his 
ten victories coming before July, but commands a lot of respect on form. Timeform Rating 
104

mY PARIS2  Although he is probably no longer capable of producing the smart form which 
saw him placed in the 2005 Cambridgeshire Heritage Handicap (Class 2 - $260,000 purse), 
he has been dropping down the weights this year and, with his enthusiasm for the game still 
apparent, he looks sure to take advantage at some point. 100

mAJOR3  mAGPIE Has been fairly consistent in 2008 following a curtailed campaign last year. 
Scored his first win of the season at Pontefract on his last run and, having been raised only 
3 lb for that win, he is sure to put up a bold bid once more. Second on two of his three 
previous visits to Ayr. 101

SOLIS4  Won three times when trained in Germany, but finished last of eight on his British 
debut at Musselburgh. The market may be the best guide to his chances, but he is best 
watched. ?

NEVADA5  DESERT Capable of useful form last year, but he is yet to repeat that in this 
campaign. Produced a season’s best over this trip at York in June, although overall he has 
won just once in eight starts over nine furlongs. Typically carries his head high. 100 

JAmIESON6  GOLD Inconsistent and moody, he is yet to win for his new yard, having moved 
there at the end of last season. Has won from a 13 lb higher than his current mark in his time, 
but don’t rely on him reproducing that level anytime soon. 97

SUPERCAST7  Won here in June over a furlong further than this, and his subsequent outing 
over this trip at Hamilton resulted in his best run since his juvenile days. The step up to 
beyond a mile seems to have benefited and he is not one to rule out. 99

PERSIAN8  PERIL A dual winner in 2008, both his successes coming in claimers at Haydock. 
He has made little impact in handicaps though. This is his first start over this trip, and 
his first start over less than ten furlongs for more than a year, and it is a surprise that 
connections have dropped him in distance rather than sent him over further. 98

CONCLUSION
The top three on the card seem to be in the best form, and of them GOODBYE mR BOND makes the 
most appeal. His course and distance win came from his current handicap rating fifteen months 
ago, and although matching his season’s best is probably required, his claims look rock-solid. my 
Paris is now off an eye-catching low weight and may well prove to be the biggest threat.

Thursday, August 28th, AYR Race 6 (11:40 am)
Class 4 Handicap (3yo & Up) 7f; Purse $20,000

RACE ANALYSIS (In Program Number Order)
mY1  GACHO Joined Mark Johnston after his final run last 
year, and showed himself to be better than ever when 
winning at Leicester on his penultimate start. Somewhat 
unreliable and, as this is his first attempt at seven furlongs 
for well over two years, there’s a question mark surrounding 
trip as well. Timeform Rating 96

THE2  OSTEOPATH 7 lb higher than when he last won (at 
Leicester in April) but ran very well at Newcastle in June 
and would have every chance if he were to repeat that form. 
His best performances this year have tended to come over 
this trip on ground softer than good, so conditions seem 
to be ideal. 97

COUNTDOWN3  A return to blinkers seems to have revitalized 
him on his last three runs, with two performances very 
close to his best. Managed to win from this mark just over 
a year ago and there’s no reason why he can’t produce a 
similar level of form.  93

INK4  SPOT He hasn’t always been the most straightforward, 
although he has shown his form tried in a visor for the first 

time on his two most recent runs. It’s perhaps too early 
to tell if they have settled him completely, but he’s one to 
watch out for. 95  

ESOTERICA5  A consistent sort who has made the frame in 
his last eight starts. Won here and at York in July and has 
been raised 7 lb as a result to a lifetime high of 77. He will 
probably find one or two better weighted. 97 

CHARLES6  PARNELL Dismissed any stamina doubts on 
his latest run, when he was perhaps a shade unlucky not 
to have won. A 2 lb rise shouldn’t pose too much of a 
problem and he looks sure to go close again for a yard 
enjoying a decent run. 98

ALqAAHIR7  Lightly-raced and hadn’t been seen on the track 
for three full seasons prior to this year. Has shown useful 
form on his return in maidens at around ten furlongs, 
and he’s not sure to be suited by this step back in trip. 
Unexposed, but with many question marks. 94 

AmICUS8  mEUS Another who is lightly-raced. He won a 
maiden at Doncaster on his seasonal reappearance and 
then found excellent improvement on his next start. He 
wasn’t discredited on his only outing since, shaping as if 
this return to seven furlongs will suit. 96

ZABEEL9  TOWER Much improved form this term, winning 
five times, all at around this distance. He’s now 21 lb higher 
in the weights compared to the beginning of the year, but 
a win on his most recent run at Musselburgh suggests he 
may not have finished progressing yet. 98

fLORES10  SEA Third behind Zabeel Tower at Musselburgh. 
He has something to find on that form, but the addition 
of first-time blinkers is interesting (showed best form in 
ages when fitted with first-time sheepskin cheekpieces at 
Musselburgh last time out). 95

NO11  GROUSE An eight-year-old that is almost as good as 
ever. Thriving of late, with two wins (one over course and 
distance) and three placed efforts in his last five runs. Has 
a chance. 96

CONCLUSION
A very open race, in which several appeal on form. Esoterica, 
Countdown and No Grouse all look sure to give their running, 
but the progressive ZABEEL TOWER looks still to have a little in 
hand. His last race was much better than anything he’d shown 
previously, and that suggests that there may be more to come. 
Charles Parnell will not be far away if he is able to reproduce 
the form that saw him finish second on his latest run.

The choice of experts for British and Irish racing

Timeform racing publications are available to download from
brisnet.com and youbet.com. For further insights and analysis
also visit www.timeform.com

Every Wednesday through Saturday morning at 
Bunbury’s Pub in the Saratoga Backyard 

First post approximately 9:00 AM  ~  Afternoon cards begin from 12:30 PM 
 

treat yourself to a cold pint and a good bet
 

  SSaalliissbbuurryy  SSpplleennddoorr SSuummmmeerr FFeessttiivvaall 
August 13 - August 14 ~ featuring the Gr3 Sovereign Stakes 

 

  NNeewwbbuurryy  LLaaddiieess’’  DDaayy  EExxttrraavvaaggaannzzaa  
August 15 - August 16 ~ featuring the Gr2 Hungerford Stakes 

 

  YYoorrkk  EEbboorr  FFeessttiivvaall  
August 20 - August 22 ~ featuring the Gr1 Yorkshire Oaks, 
Gr1 Nunthorpe and eight top class stakes 

 

 SSaannddoowwnn  PPaarrkk  
August 29 - August 30 ~ featuring the Gr3 Solario Stakes plus plenty of 
early action leading into Sunset Friday 

DDDooonnn’’’ttt   mmmiiissssss  ttthhheee  BBBeeesssttt  
ooofff   BBBrrriiitttiiissshhh   RRRaaaccciiinnnggg   

 
 

York Ebor meeting Changes: Darley Yorkshire Oaks, Coolmore Nunthorpe 
and DBS St. Leger Stakes moved to Newmarket Aug. 22; Totesport Ebor Handicap 
moved to Newbury Aug. 22; Juddmonte International moved to Newmarket Aug. 23.
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w
Whitehall Stable

Thoroughbreds
Whitehall Stable

Exalt

Absolute Loyalty

Toccet’s Image

Refined Elegance

Racing partnerships
available on these fine

thoroughbreds.

Whitehall Stable, Inc.
PO Box 16190 • Albany, New York 12212-6190

Office Address:
501 New Karner Road • Albany, New York 12205

(518) 218-7655 • Toll free: (866) 721-7655
Fax: (518) 464-1306

www.whitehallstable.com

We’ve got an excellent selection
of yearlings available for racing

partnerships this year. Please call or
visit us online for details.

Alan Quartucci thought about handing out white 
sunglasses, in honor of his late friend Mollie Wilmot, 
the namesake of Wednesday’s feature, a $83,250 
stakes for New York-bred fillies and mares. 

He should have. They would have looked perfect in 
the winner’s circle. 

Quartucci’s Cagey Girl skipped through slow frac-
tions in the mile turf stakes and then turned the cor-
ner like a cat burglar, upsetting eight rivals in just 
her second stakes try. Trained by David Duggan and 
ridden by Mike Luzzi, Cagey Girl went off as the lon-
gest shot on the board at 22-1 and led a wild trifecta 
of Nedjma (12-1) and Love Cove (18-1) that paid 
$5,662. 

Blind in her left eye, Cagey Girl needs the lead and 
the rail. Luzzi made sure of both, sending the 4-year-
old filly to the lead from the inside post. Love Cove 
adopted a tracking spot in second while favorites Re-
write and You Go West Girl hedged their bets, content 

to lag off the pace. 
Cagey Girl posted the first quarter mile in 24.75 

seconds, Duggan liked that. Cagey Girl posted the half 
in 49.29 seconds. Duggan really liked that. 

 “When they went the half in 49, I was walking 
down to the winner’s circle. I knew they wouldn’t beat 
her,” Duggan said. “Numbers-wise she couldn’t beat 
these, but the structure of the track and no speed, that 
gave me five lengths.”

Cagey Girl only used 3 3/4 of that five, as she glided 
to the 1 1/4-length score. Luzzi opened up a length 

on her chasers early, then quickly stretched it to 2 1/2 
lengths in the stretch. Cagey Girl streaked along the rail 
as her pursuers fanned out in haste. Cagey Girl kept a 
comfortable margin on Nedjma (Channing Hill) who 
had a neck on Love Cove (Kent Desormeaux). Cagey 
Girl finished in 1:36.01.

Not bad for a one-eyed filly who lost her first five 
starts by a combined 78 3/4-lengths. Luzzi doesn’t 
worry about her vision. 

“I know it because I worked her before she ever 

Tod Marks
Cagey Girl (mike Luzzi) hangs on to her lead late to win Wednesday’s mollie Wilmot Stakes.

by sean clancy

mollie WilmoT STAkeS ReCAp

See wiLMOt page 18

Longshot filly upsets 
New York-bred vets

looking
Good
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For Condition Books and more information contact Racing Office at 800.638.1859 
or Maryland Million Ltd. at 410.252.2100

Aaron’s Concorde
Allen’s Prospect
Alster
Ameri Valay
Amerrico’s Bullet
Another Reef
Appealing Skier
Awad
Bankbook
Bishop Northcraft
Bishop’s Other Boy
Bowman’s Band
Call Again
Carnivalay
Cat Country
Citidancer
Compelling Sound
Concern
Corridor Key
Crowd Pleaser
Cruisin’ Dixie
Cryptoleen
Crypto Star
Dancinwiththedevil
Deputed Testamony
Diamond
Disco Rico
Domestic Dispute
Dover Ridge
Dr. Best
Dumyat
Eastern Echo
Eastover Court
Firestar
Go for Gin
Great Notion
Green Alligator
Hay Halo
Haymaker
Horatius
Hurricane State
In Case
Itaka
Ivory Frontier (Ire)
Jane’s Dilemma
Jazz Club
Knight of Ireland
Larrupin’
Lion Hearted
Lord Concorde
Louis Quatorze
Makin Money
Malibu Moon
Marciano
Marine Brass
McKendree
Meadow Monster
Mojave Moon
Mr. Shoplifter
Mr. Zill Bear

No Armistice
Norquestor
Northern Raja
Northern Wolf
Not For Love
Oh Say
One Golf Sierra
One Tuff Oop
Opening Verse
Ops Smile
Our Emblem
Outflanker
Parker’s Storm Cat
Partner’s Hero
Perfecting
Pleasant Line
Polish Miner
Polish Numbers
Polish Payola
Precious Marque
Press Card
Private Key
Proud Truth
Pulverizing
Purple Passion
Rakeen
Raykour (Ire)
Regal American
Rinka Das
Rock Slide
Root Boy
Rouse the Louse
Rubiyat
Same Day Delivery
Second Childhood
Secret Firm
Secret Odds
Seeking Daylight
Shelter Half
Smart Alec
Smarten
Smart Guy
Smelly
Sticks and Bricks
Storm Broker
Strelka
Swear by Dixie
Tamayaz
Thirty Eight Paces
Touch ’n’ Fly (Ire)
Trevor
Trim Account
Two Punch
Unbridled Jet
Valley Crossing
Waquoit
Wayne County (Ire)
Who’s Your Daddy
Wollaston
Yarrow Brae

ONLY horses by these stallions, who 
were conceived in Maryland and fully 
nominated to the Maryland Million 
program, are eligible to run in 
Maryland Million races.

$300K Maryland Million Classic Three-year-olds & up, 13⁄16 mi.

$200K Maryland Million Ladies Fillies & mares, 3-year-olds & up, 11⁄8 mi., turf

$200K Maryland Million Turf Three-year-olds & up, 11⁄8 mi., turf

$150K Maryland Million Distaff A handicap for fillies & mares, 3-year-olds & up, 7 fur.

$150K Maryland Million Lassie Fillies, 2-year-olds, 7 fur.

$150K Maryland Million Nursery Two-year-olds, 7 fur.

$150K Maryland Million Oaks Fillies, 3-year-olds, 1 mi.

$150K Maryland Million Sprint A handicap for 3-year-olds & up, 6 fur.

$100K Maryland Million Turf Sprint A handicap for 3-year-olds & up, 51⁄2 fur., turf

$50K Maryland Million Handicap Three-year-olds & up who have started for a claiming price of $15,000 or 
less since October 13, 2007, 11⁄8 mi. This is a Sweepstakes.

$50K Maryland Million Distaff Starter Handicap Fillies and mares, 3-year-olds & up, who have started for 
a claiming price of $15,000 or less since October 13, 2007. 1 mi. This is a Sweepstakes.

$30K Maryland Million Sprint Starter Handicap Three-year-olds & up who have started for a claiming 
price of $7,500 or less since October 13, 2007. 6 fur. This is a Sweepstakes.

$25,000 in Maryland Million Premium Awards offered at SHAWAN DOWNS, SEPTEMBER 27, 2008

CALL THE MARYLAND MILLION OFFICE TO CONFIRM YOUR HORSE’S ELIGIBILITY 
PRIOR TO ENTERING—410.252.2100

PRE-ENTRY DEADLINE:
THURSDAY, September 25

Over $1.8 million! 
IN PURSES AND NOMINATOR AWARDS

Maryland Million Day
Saturday, October 4, 2008 • Laurel Park

®

08MMPre-entry_SaratogaSpecial.indd   1 8/21/08   1:38:42 PM



18 Thursday, August 28, 2008

Track Talk LIVE! 
Radio Show 

With 

Tom Gallo in the Booth & 
Sean Clancy on the Backstretch 

 
STAR 101.3 FM 

Every Saturday, 9 to 10 a.m. 
July 26th through August 30th 

 

Featuring…. 

Saratoga Racetrack News and Events 
Celebrity Guests answering call-in questions 
Handicapping with OTB/Glens Falls Post Star  

Racing Analyst Kyle Brownell 
 

Listen in! STAR 101.3 or TrackTalkLIVE.net  

Call in!  (518) 899-1013 
E-Mail us!  info@tracktalklive.net 

Support the sponsors! 
 
 

 

Fasig-Tipton 

100 LAKE AVENUE, SARATOGA SPRINGS
◆ $799,000, reduced from $869,000
◆ 3 high-income apartments
◆ Walk to track and downtown
◆ Superior condition

HISTORIC HOME FOR SALE

If interested, 
please call Aubrey 
at (518) 857-1942.

ran,” Luzzi said. “You used to be able 
to tell because she would get real upset, 
this is long ago. I don’t think it both-
ers her now. She gets a little worked up, 
just to get her calmed down in the post 
parade is key, and she did. She tugs a 
little, if you sneak a little, she handles 
the turns great. I’m sure it looks like it 
but it really feels like it, and she’s got 
more when she turns for home.”

Luzzi won his seventh race of the 
meet, doing what he does best. 

“Some people call it my specialty, I 
don’t know if it is or not, what I like 
to do is establish the lead as easily as 
you can, then slow it down within rea-
son without throwing their head in the 
air,” Luzzi said. “Especially on the in-
ner turf course, you’ve got to let them 
out going into the turn, when they hit 
their left lead, you let them out and 
then hopefully again at the three-six-
teenth pole. When it works, it really 
works.”

In her five career victories, Cagey 
Girl has led at every call. She broke her 
maiden by 27 3/4-lengths for a $15,000 
tag at Aqueduct on the dirt, then lost 
three in a row before winning a starter 
allowance, then lost four in a row be-
fore winning her entry-level allowance 
condition, then lost five in a row before 
Saratoga 2008. She’s earned more than 
$100,000 this year.

Quartucci raced her dam, A Girls 
Gotta Eat, and then bred her to Crowd 
Pleaser. The mare kicked the foal, costing 
her the vision in her left eye, then Quar-

tucci tried to sell the filly but couldn’t 
and eventually sent her to trainer Lisa 
Lewis’ father, Jim, to break. Federico 

Tesio, perhaps not, but a breeder of a 
Saratoga stakeswinner nonetheless.

“Lisa’s dad said she was the most dif-

ficult horse he’s ever broken. Lisa had 
her at Saratoga, she looked OK, she had 
a shin, went back to Lisa’s dad, then I 
sent her Dave because he was in New 
York all winter,” Quartucci said. “The 
half brother by Tomorrows Cat I sold 
for $12,000 at OBS. I gave the 3-year-
old by Slew Gin Fizz away,  he couldn’t 
run at all. I sold the mare for $600, in 
foal to a $3,500 stallion fee, just to stop 
the bleeding.”

Cagey Girl contributed her second 
win to Duggan’s impressive Saratoga 
docket. The young trainer brought 
eight horses to Saratoga (his wife, Lara, 
has the other 12 at Belmont Park) and 
has six wins to put himself in a tie with 
Chad Brown and Mike Maker for 13th 
on the leaderboard.

“I changed the way I trained her 
based on a numbers guy,” Duggan said. 
“He called me and said my late-pace 
numbers were horrible, so I trained her 
differently. I two-minute-licked her and 
let her run home fast. She came home 
the last quarter in 23 and change. She’s 
a fairly good mare when she’s right.”

Duggan and Quartucci were hoping 
for an extension to the Saratoga meet, at 
least for Cagey Girl, who improved her 
career record at the Spa to two wins, a 
second and two thirds in five starts.

“I was friends with Mollie Wilmot, 
when the ship got stuck in her house in 
Palm Beach years ago, I was over there,” 
said Quartucci, about the Venezuelan 
freighter that washed into Wilmot’s es-
tate. “When I saw this race in the book, 
right after we won, I said, ‘Let’s put her 
back in.’ ”

Wilmot and the white sunglasses 
were all that was missing.

Wilmot –
 Continued from page 16

Tod Marks
Jockey mike Luzzi and trainer Dave Duggan celebrate their stakes score.

“I brought eight horses to run, they all 
had conditions, but basically you look at 
it and say, ‘If they get lucky and they’re 

doing good, you have a chance.’ ”
Dave Duggan
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Liam McVicar always dreamed of 
winning a race at Saratoga. After break-
ing two ribs and separating his shoul-
der in a spill this May, he figured that 
dream would have to wait for 2009. 
But with the help of some able doctors 
and a speedy 4-year-old, McVicar made 
his dream a reality Wednesday, guiding 
Randleston Farm’s Spy In The Sky to 
a determined victory in the $70,000 
Happy Intellectual hurdle stakes.

“I got injured in May so just to be 
back riding races is great. Winning my 
first race at Saratoga in August? That’s 
just unbelievable,” McVicar said. “I 
didn’t even get my sutures out until 
June.”

McVicar rode at the Open House 
here July 20 and rode Spy In The Sky 
to a solid fourth in the Grade II A.P. 
Smithwick Aug.7 behind High Action, 
Dark Equation and Salford City – all 
entered in today’s Grade I New York 
Turf Writers Cup.

Spy In The Sky enjoyed their ab-
sence in yesterday’s 2 3/8-mile stakes 
and McVicar enjoyed the ride. The son 
of Travers winner Thunder Gulch set-
tled in seventh, content to lag near the 
back of the eight-horse field as Swagger 
Stick (Willie Dowling) set a controlled 
and uncontested pace. Langburg, Ser-
mon Of Love and Meneef followed  
his lead while Orpington, Prep School 
and Looks Good Junic kept the winner 
company in back.

Swagger Stick continued on the lead 
while McVicar slowly began to move 
his mount up on the outside. After 
2 miles Spy In The Sky advanced to 
fourth and began a sustained run at 
the leader; McVicar angled his mount 
wide well into the far turn while Swag-
ger Stick cut the corner with Langburg 
in close pursuit.

Spy In The Sky took over second 
from a tiring Langburg, then soared 
the last fence, collared the leader in 

deep stretch and fought to a head vic-
tory over Swagger Stick, while Sermon 
Of Love (Danielle Hodsdon) closed for 
third.

“They were going too slow out there 
so I had to go wide on the backside. I 
knew the horse to beat was Willie up 
front, so I had to go outside around 
the bend. But once he got there, he’s 
still green as grass, so he was just look-
ing around, taking things in,” McVicar 
said. “He didn’t really know he was 
supposed to run but when he did he 
finished up good. He pinged the last 
for me and that was huge. He’s still 
got a lot of improvement in him. He’s 
a funny horse – the more he jumps the 
better he gets.”

Jimmy Day trains Spy In The Sky, 
who broke his maiden in his fourth 
start over hurdles at Middleburg April 
19. Since then he’s been on the fast 
track. He tackled open company, and 
multiple Grade I stakes winner Mixed 
Up, this May in the Grade III Marcel-
lus Frost (his first start versus winners). 
Spy In The Sky hinted at his talent, fin-
ishing second, beaten three-quarters of 
a length, to Dr. Bloomer. A prep run on 
the flat, where he was beaten a head 
in an entry-level allowance at Colo-
nial Downs, sent Spy In The Sky to the 
Smithwick, where he finished fourth, 
10 1/4 lengths behind High Action.

Dave Harmon
Spy In The Sky (5, Liam mcVicar) outfoots Swagger Stick (Willie Dowling) on the way to victory in Wednesday’s Happy Intellectual stakes.

McVicar heals in time to score first Spa win

Dave Harmon
Liam mcVicar and Jimmy Day pose for the 
cameras in the Saratoga winner’s circle.

By Brian nadeau & John panagot WeDNeSDAY RACiNG ReCAp

Rapid Recovery

See weDneSDay recap page 20
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beverly’s
47 Phila Street

Saratoga Springs
583-2755

“Saratoga’s breakfast place 
to be since 1989”

A restaurant featuring farm fresh meals with 
produce harvested from our own gardens, 
artisan breads from local bakers, organic 

fi sh and meat from area farms, a selection of 
New York State wines and many fi ne local beers. 

Enjoy the riches of our region.

Lockhart Mountain Rd., Lake George
Serving lunch daily from 11:00 a.m.
Serving dinner Wed.–Sun. 5:30 p.m.

Harvest Night every Thurs., 7:00 p.m.

RESERVE A TABLE TONIGHT!

(518) 668-3000
TOPOFTHEWORLDGOLFRESORT.COM

Day resisted the lure of the Turf 
Writers and aimed for the Happy Intel-
lectual. Though Spy In The Sky tipped 
wide turning for home, his trainer ex-
plained it was all part of the plan.

“This was the first time I stretched 
him out so I wanted to park him in the 
back and make one run. I told Liam to 
bring him wide because he did it on the 
flat and it worked like a charm. When 
he gets in and around horses he just 
doesn’t like it. He likes to be out there 
on his own and do his own thing,” Day 
said.

“Last time he ran here he ran a huge 
race against the Turf Writers horses; I 
was really happy with that effort. He’s 
a useful horse. The horse that beat him 
on the flat at Colonial came back to run 
fifth in the Virginia Derby. He’s only a 
4-year-old old so I’m going to take my 
time with him . . . He’s just coming into 
his own.”

• Tom Bush knew the expectations 
were high when Albert Weis and John 
Confort paid $265,000 for a New 
York-bred filly last year at the Sara-
toga Preferred Yearling Sale. Her name 
– Our Golden Dream – said it all. The 
daughter of Medaglia d’Oro showed 
what all the fuss was about when she 
drew off to a 4 1/4-length win in the 
seventh, a state-bred turf affair.

“She’s got a pretty serious New 
York-bred pedigree; the family is very 
strong. And that’s why we were able to 

pay the kind of money we paid for her. 
That’s a lot of money for a New York-
bred, but she can run,” Bush said. “I 
wouldn’t rule out a try on the dirt, but 
there’s so much turf in her pedigree 
and she’s just a big, leggy thing so she’s 
probably made for the turf. We’ll just 

go along with her and see how she de-
velops.”

Our Golden Dream (Kent 
Desormeaux) broke in mid-pack and 
was content to sit off a slow first quarter 
mile of 25.85 seconds. Sensing the splits 
Desormeaux moved Our Golden Dream 

to the front through a half in 51.13 and 
she drew off at will, and in hand over 
Judge Margaret (Ramon Dominguez) 
and Zipolina (Alan Garcia). 

Out of the Rahy mare Adorahy, Our 
Golden Dream is a half-sister to stakes 

Wednesday Recap –
 Continued from page 19

Dave Harmon
majestic Blue drives past Daimon’s Glory late to take Wednesday’s fifth under Alan Garcia.

See weDneSDay recap page 21
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Best of luck
to the 

steeplechasers
at Saratoga

– From Alnoff Stable
and Be Certain

Tod Marks photo
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showing at

winner Icabad Crane. Though she 
proved precocious Wednesday, Bush 
didn’t see the signs right away.

“She was very awkward after we 
bought her as a yearling and I was wor-
ried to death about her in the fall. Then 
I saw her again in January and she was 
OK; she started refining and getting 
better,” Bush said. “Then by the time 
she got to me in May you could see 
she had an athleticism about her and I 
knew we were OK.”

• Put one on the board for Howie 
Tesher. The veteran trainer picked up 
his first score of the meet when Calling 
My Colors (Garcia) earned her first ca-
reer victory in Wednesday’s third. The 
trainer paid homage to Saratoga’s lead-
ing rider.

“He rides her good. It’s great to ride 
a good rider; he’s a really hot rider. You 
get lucky when you have a good rider,” 
Tesher said. “I’ve only had eight starts 
but it’s nice to get one when you work 
hard.”

The daughter of Carry My Colors 
had no problem grabbing the lead, 
then raced uncontested for the lead and 
opened up to win by 4 1/2-lengths. Ofcr. 
Sheila T Rex (Cornelio Velasquez) was 
sent off as the favorite and raced sec-
ond the entire 6 furlongs, while Over-
uled (Channing Hill) got up for third.

• Majestic Blue (Garcia) out-dueled 
Daimon’s Glory (Velasquez) to win the 
fifth, a $62,000 5 1/2-furlong sprint 
for 2-year-olds, by three-quarters of a 
length. A $675,000 purchase by Darley 
in February, Majestic Blue raced green-
ly and still managed to win his debut 
for trainer Kiaran McLaughlin.

The Darley-McLaughlin-Garcia trio 
has been just about unbeatable this 
summer, especially with their babies.

“We liked our 2-year-olds coming 
in,” McLaughlin said. “Our Darley 
2-year-olds are very nice. We’ve won 
three out of four, and the one that lost, 
Florentino, is very nice he just didn’t 
break. But coming out of works on the 
Greentree (training track), they’ve been 
nice. Charitable Man was very impres-
sive, we have had some nice 2-year-olds, 
and that’s what the game is all about.”

Majestic Blue stalked the pace set by 

Daimon’s Glory into the upper stretch, 
where Garcia skillfully managed the in-
experienced son of Forestry en route to 
his debut victory.

McLaughlin and Garcia were at it 
again one race later when Stream Of 
Gold came from out of the clouds to 
score a 2-length victory. The 7-year-old 
gelded son of Rainbow Quest faced 
all sorts of problems throughout the 
1 1/16 turf route, but Garcia maneu-
vered the winner to the outside at the 
three-sixteenth pole to win going away. 
Moonshine Hall (Shaun Bridgmohan) 
finished second and Storming Off (Ve-
lasquez) completed the triple.

• Jean-Luc Samyn displayed the best 
ride of the day aboard Yield Bogey 
in the ninth, a $62,000 5 1/2-furlong 
sprint on the Mellon turf.

Samyn and Yield Bogey were blocked 
in behind a wall of horses in the upper 
stretch but the veteran jockey found a 
small seam between He Struck It Rich 
(Eibar Coa) and Excess Capital (Javier 
Castellano). Samyn poked his mount’s 
head through the paper-thin hole and 
went on to win with something left for 
trainer Pat Kelly.

“They didn’t look like they wanted 
to let me through, but I was on a horse 
where I could do what I wanted to 
do,” Samyn said. “The hole was kind 
of tight but I had plenty of horse under 
me. When we got to the eighth-pole he 
got the lead. He seemed to have run the 
way he wants to – sit against him a lit-
tle bit – and he got going in the stretch. 
He gave a good account of himself. I’m 
sure it would have been easier with a 
little bit more room, but the way he did 
it, he showed his ability and his guts.”

The 4-year-old son of Langfuhr went 
on to win by 1 1/4 lengths, finishing 
ahead of He Struck It Rich and Excess 
Capital.

Wednesday Recap –
 Continued from page 20

Tod Marks
Jean-Luc Samyn rolls home on the green aboard Yield Bogey in the ninth.
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Antiques
GLENWOOD MANOR ANTIQUES

3 Floors
30 Dealers • 29th Year

Voted the best antique center in the North Country!
Corner of Quaker Rd (RT 254) & Glenwood Ave.

1 Mi. EAST OF EXIT 19
Open Daily Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-6

518-798-4747
glenwoodmanorantiques.com

Dark Tuesday Specials!

Secure Online Ordering at www.st-publishing.com,
or call our office at 518-490-1175

Get your
copy today!

Celebrate the first 5 years of the Saratoga Special
 with this American Horse 
Publications’ Best Book

Award winner.

  wednesday’s Saratoga reSultS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27

1ST. THE HAPPY INTELLECTUAL. 2 3/8 mILES. HURDLE. 4&UP.
PURSE $70,000.
5 Spy in the Sky McVicar L 14.40 5.80 3.20
2 Swagger Stick Dowling W  3.20 2.10
1 Sermon of Love Hodsdon D   2.50
Finish Time: 4:42.60

Trainer: Jimmy Day. Owner: Randleston Farm.
Ch. g. 4 Thunder Gulch-Monaassabaat, Zilzal.

Bred by Gainsborough Farm (KY).
$2 Exacta 5-2 Paid $39.00; $2 Trifecta 5-2-1 Paid $77.00

2ND. 6 fURLONGS. 2YO. mDN CLm 100,000. PURSE $41,000.
5 Thats a Good Thing Bridgmohan S X 4.40 3.00 2.40
3 Frosty Diamond Chavez J F  4.70 2.90
2 Retriever Coa E M   3.50
Finish Time: 1:11.50

Trainer: Steve Asmussen. Owner: Curtis Green.
B. c. 2 Lion Heart-Competent Sort, Cahill Road.

Bred by Curtis Green (KY).
$2 Exacta 5-3 Paid $18.40; $2 Quinella 3-5 Paid $11.60; $2 Trifecta 5-3-2 
Paid $55.50; $2 Daily Double (5-5) Paid $32.20

3RD. 6 fURLONGS. f&m. 3&UP. NY BRED. mDN CLm 35,000.
PURSE $25,000.
1 Calling My Colors Garcia Alan 7.20 3.40 2.80
7 Ofcr. Sheila T Rex Velasquez C  3.20 2.70
8 Overuled Hill C   5.10
Finish Time: 1:12.47

Trainer: Howie Tesher. Owner: Sherrill Langsam.
B. f. 3 Carry My Colors-Charm Appeal, Scarlet Ibis.

Bred by Kandor Breeding (NY).
$2 Exacta 1-7 Paid $18.80; $2 Trifecta 1-7-8 Paid $174.00; $2 Pick 3 
(5-5-1) 3 Correct Paid $111.50; $2 Daily Double (5-1) Paid $15.40; 
$2 Superfecta 1-7-8-5 Paid $620.00

4TH. 6 fURLONGS. 3&UP. CLm 20,000. PURSE $35,000.
1 Indian Hawke Dominguez R A 12.60 6.40 4.70
10 Blackfoot Trail Leparoux J R  10.20 5.90
9 Golden Man Maragh R   3.70
Finish Time: 1:10.75

Trainer: David Jacobson. Owner: Michael Ricatto Jr.
Gr./Ro. g. 5 Indian Charlie-Georgialina, Affirmed.

Bred by Joseph and Teresa Mangine (NY).
$2 Exacta 1-10 Paid $173.50; $2 Quinella 1-10 Paid $90.00; $2 Trifecta 
1-10-9 Paid $870.00; $2 Pick 3 (5-1-1) 3 Correct Paid $57.00; $2 Daily 
Double (1-1) Paid $41.00; $2 Superfecta 1-10-9-2 Paid $4,501.00

5TH. 5 1/2 fURLONGS. 2YO. mSW. PURSE $62,000.
5 Majestic Blue Garcia Alan 8.40 5.30 2.40
2 Daimon’s Glory Velasquez C  5.00 3.30
3 Mayor Marv Prado E S   2.60
Finish Time: 1:04.24

Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin. Owner: Darley Stable.
Dk.B./Br. c. 2 Forestry-Cariada, Seeking the Gold.

Bred by Gulf Coast Farm (KY).
$2 Exacta 5-2 Paid $35.20; $2 Trifecta 5-2-3 Paid $79.50; $2 Pick 3 (1-1-5) 
3 Correct Paid $147.00; $2 Pick 4 (5-1-1-5) 4 Correct Paid $285.00; 
$2 Daily Double (1-5) Paid $61.00

6TH. 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. 3&UP. CLm 60,000. PURSE $52,000.
1 Stream of Gold (IRE) Garcia Alan 3.60 2.40 2.20
7 Moonshine Hall Bridgmohan S X  4.20 3.90
9 Storming Off Velasquez C   5.80
Finish Time: 1:42.54

Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin. Owner: Zabeel Racing International.
B. g. 7 Rainbow Quest-River Dancer (IRE), Irish River (FR).

Bred by Ballymacoll Stud Farm (IRE).
$2 Exacta 1-7 Paid $12.80; $2 Trifecta 1-7-9 Paid $88.00; $2 Pick 3 
(1-5-1) 3 Correct Paid $85.50; $2 Daily Double (5-1) Paid $15.60

7TH. 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. fILLIES. 2YO. NY BRED. mSW. 
PURSE $57,000.
9 Our Golden Dream Desormeaux K J 5.70 3.60 2.50
10 Judge Margaret Dominguez R A  7.00 5.00
4 Zipolina Garcia Alan   3.50
Finish Time: 1:45.83

Trainer: Tom Bush. Owner: John Confort and Albert Weiss.
B. f. 2 Medaglia d’Oro-Adorahy, Rahy.

Bred by Gallagher’s Stud (NY).
$2 Exacta 9-10 Paid $67.50; $2 Trifecta 9-10-4 Paid $262.00; $2 Daily 
Double (1-9) Paid $15.00; $2 Pick 3 (5-1-9) 3 Correct Paid $42.00; 
$2 Superfecta 9-10-4-8 Paid $935.00

8TH. THE mOLLIE WILmOT. 1 mILE. TURf. f&m. 3&UP. NY BRED. 
PURSE $83,250.
1 Cagey Girl Luzzi M J 47.00 23.20 12.20
4 Nedjma Hill C  12.20 8.20
8 Love Cove Desormeaux K J   7.10
Finish Time: 1:36.01

Trainer: David Duggan. Owner: North Shore Racing.
B. f. 4 Crowd Pleaser-A Girls Gotta Eat, Ordway.

Bred by Alan Quartucci (NY).
$2 Exacta 1-4 Paid $578.00; $2 Trifecta 1-4-8 Paid $5,662.00; $2 Pick 3 
(1-9-1) 3 Correct Paid $659.00; $2 Daily Double (9-1) Paid $283.00; 
$2 Superfecta 1-4-8-5 Paid $16,442.00

9TH. 5 1/2 fURLONGS. TURf. 3&UP. mSW. PURSE $62,000.
5 Yield Bogey Samyn J L 16.60 5.90 4.30
6 He Struck It Rich Coa E M  3.70 3.00
4 Excess Capital Castellano J J   2.60
Finish Time: 1:03.60

Trainer: Pat Kelly. Owner: Fox Ridge Farm.
B. g. 4 Langfuhr-Upper Noosh, Red Ransom.

Bred by Fox Ridge Farm (KY).
$2 Exacta 5-6 Paid $61.00; $2 Trifecta 5-6-4 Paid $170.50; $2 Grand Slam 
(1,7,9-4,9,10-1,4,8-5) Paid $655.00; $2 Pick 3 (9-1-5) 3 Correct Paid 
$6,471.00; $2 Daily Double (1-5) Paid $605.00; $2 Superfecta 5-6-4-2 
Paid $1,044.00

10TH. 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. 3&UP. NY BRED. ALW. PURSE $62,000.
7 Unflagging Hill C 17.20 6.90 6.50
2 Piazza Di Spagna Dominguez R A  4.60 3.60
8 Ode to Revolution Velazquez J R   8.20
Finish Time: 1:42.27

Trainer: George Weaver. Owner: C’est Tout Stable.
Gr./Ro. g. 4 Wheelaway-Wave Off, Personal Flag.

Bred by William Hettinger (NY).
$2 Exacta 7-2 Paid $75.00; $2 Trifecta 7-2-8 Paid $519.00; $2 Superfecta 
7-2-8-4 Paid $3,277.00; $2 Daily Double (5-7) Paid $171.00; $2 Pick 
3 (1-5-7) 3 Correct Paid $5,766.00; $2 Pick 4 (9-1-5-7) 4 Correct Paid 
$32,303.00; $2 Pick 6 (5-1-9-1-5-7) 6 Correct Paid $58,020.00, 5 Correct 
Paid $467.00

TRACK: fAST; TURf: fIRm
ATTENDANCE: 14,434; HANDLE: $2,452,469

WEDNESDAY’S CLAIm BOx

4th: Indian Hawke by Charlton Baker, 
Sonny Pajamas by Dominic Galluscio for Sanford Robbins, 

Storm Boot Gold by Enrique Arroyo for Roberto Urrutia.

6th: Stream Of Gold (IRE) by Mike Maker for Ken and Sarah Ramsey.
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Need New Options
for Your Horse?

Wheels Up At Noon joined 
our program as a 

steeplechase prospect. 
Now he’s a two-time turf 

stakes winner & aiming 
for bigger things.

Doug Fout Racing Stable
Flat and Steeplechase Training

Superb training facility in Virginia
Stalls at Fair Hill Training Center

Competitive day rates

pdfout@verizon.net

Custom Trailers

M.H Eby, Inc. Blue Ball, PA 

www.mheby.com
dbreniser@mheby.com
Built on a Heritage of Innovation54

60

The trailer of choice for professional trainers and transporters nationwide

 
(optional polished stainless exterior)

The Bronze 
Sculptures of

Jan 
Woods

At The 
Anthony M. Alonso

Exhibit

Exhibit: 518-584-8713
Cell: 501-960-2440

Studio: 501-225-7296

“The Broodmare”

Gideon Putnam Hotel  � Blue Room Gallery  � SPAC Grounds
janwoodsartstudio.com

1 spy in The sky

2 Thats a Good Thing 3 calling My colors

4 indian hawke 5 Majestic blue 6 stream Of Gold

7 Our Golden dream 9 yield bogey 10 unflagging

wednesday’s saratoga winners • Photos by tod marks and dave harmon
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Introducing Elegant Tri-Level Manhattan-Style Condominiums

Located in the Prominent, Charismatic, Historic City of Saratoga 

Springs, New York, for the sophisticated buyer, looking for bold, 

unprecedented design, impressive elegance — and the dramatic 

lifestyle found in the “Big City”

You need look no further than Grand Pavilion

This advertisement is not an offering. No offering can be made until an offering plan is filed with the Department of Law of the State of New York. 
This advertisement is made pursuant to Cooperative Policy Statement No. 1 issued by the New York State Attorney General. File No. CPO8-0090

SPONSOR: LAKE AVE. PLAZA, LLC 621 COLUMBIA STREET, COHOES, NY 12047

30 Lake Avenue, Saratoga Springs NY
To be constructed on the corner of

Lake Avenue and Pavilion Place

Estimated pricing starting
at $1,700,000

Visit our Website and Experience 
a Virtual Tour:

www.paviliongrand.com

PHOTOS ARE RENDERINGS

Elegance, Charm, Style & Beauty

Spectacular Penthouse Lofts

Rooftop Garden Terrace

For more information please contact:
 @ 518-588-1672

vcastillo@cbcprime.net
Coldwell Banker Commercial
Prime Properties Inc.

“That may be good and it may be 
bad, but that’s Ken Ramsey.”

And that’s Ken Ramsey talking about 
himself.

One of racing’s busiest and most suc-
cessful owners, Ramsey manages horses 
and trainers as if he’s on Wall Street, not 
Union Avenue or Harrodsburg Road. 
At Saratoga, Ramsey and his wife, Sar-
ah, have won nine races and lead Darley 
Stable by three. 

If the standings hold, the Ramseys 
will add Saratoga to their list of race-
track owners’ championships that al-
ready includes Churchill Downs (13 
times), Keeneland, Gulfstream Park, El-
lis Park and Turfway Park.

The wins and losses of owners don’t 
get the play of those of trainers and 
jockeys, but they matter to guys like 
Ramsey. Just like trainers or jockeys, 
owners walk a little taller when they 

win the meet. Success vindicates the ef-
fort and the expense.

The Saratoga run came to be after 
Ramsey decided to have a go at the 
Churchill crown this spring. He ran 
horses, claimed horses and moved hors-
es around to edge Maggi Moss for the 
title – then had so many extra horses he 
decided to head for Saratoga.

“We never had enough bullets in 
the holster to get it done in Saratoga,” 
he said Wednesday from his Kentucky 
home. “It’s tough up there, but we were 
going well at Churchill, we had the 
horses and we decided to give it a try. It 
was pre-planned and hopefully we can 
keep it going through the last week.”

Ramsey has claimed 17 horses this 
meet and may have lost a similar num-
ber from the various trainers he em-
ploys – Charlton Baker, Chad Brown, 
Mike Maker and Wesley Ward at Sara-
toga. Ramsey holds his trainers to a 20- Tod Marks

Owner Ken Ramsey and past Saratoga winner Roses In may.

Just Win, 
Baby

Ramsey reaches for owners’ crown
by jOe clancy

See raMSey page 26 
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(803) 649-1746 
www.chimebellfarm.net

Our facilities 
include 200 acres of 

shady paddocks and pastures, 
all with plank fencing, and a 

1-1/2 mile European style turf gallop
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Where Thoroughbreds 
Run AND Jump! WATCH AND WAGER ON SARATOGA STEEPLECHASES

Wednesday, July 30
$70,000 Ninepins hurdle stakes. 

Thursday, July 31
$70,000 Jonathan Kiser Memorial Novice Stakes.

Thursday, August 7
$80,000 added A.P. Smithwick Memorial Stakes (Gr. II).

Thursday, August 14
$70,000 George Sloan hurdle stakes.

Thursday, August 21
$70,000 Mickey Walsh Memorial Novice Stakes.

Wednesday, August 27
$70,000 Allowance/optional claiming hurdle.

 Thursday, August 28
$150,000 added New York Turf Writers Cup Stakes (Gr. I).

National Steeplechase Association
Fair Hill, Maryland

Thank you NYRA and New York horsemen for your continued commitment to steeplechase racing.
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Congratulations to “crossover” owners 
Alnoff Stable and Fox Ridge Farm 
on your 2008 spring stakes scores.

percent rule, meaning they must win 20 percent of their races 
or they won’t be his trainers. But Ramsey doesn’t simply de-
mand, he helps get it done.

“I’m the type of guy who runs a $50,000 claimer for 
$35,000, the 35 claimer for 25, the 25 claimer for 15 and the 
15 claimer for the bottom,” he said. “I place my horses where 
they are competitive and I expect my trainers to do well.”

Of course, that comes with high expectations and extra 
work. Ramsey studies condition books and helps choose 
jockeys. He factors in dosage numbers, speed figures, racing 
surfaces. He calls – often. He asks questions, lots of ques-
tions.

“He wants to win the meet, that’s his whole plan for the 
year,” said Baker. “He claimed horses at Churchill to try and 
win the meet and he told me to look for horses to run here; 
his goal was to win this meet.”

And Ramsey can set some goals. 
In the same conversation, he might mention his horses 

competing in the Sanford, the Hopeful, the Melbourne Cup, 
the Irish Derby, the Travers, the Kentucky Derby, the Blue 
Grass, the Preakness, the Belmont Stakes, the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup.

“I’ve got it all planned out, I just need the horse to co-
operate,” he said with a big laugh at the end. “I’m actively 
engaged in the whole process. I love to win. I’m very competi-
tive and I’ve got a big ego. I enjoy leading those horses into 
the winner’s circle – any of them, big races, small races, it 
doesn’t matter.”

Ramsey’s racing operation includes horses with various 
trainers, 1,200-acre Ramsey Farm in Nicholasville, Ky., 190 
broodmares, stallions Kitten’s Joy and Catienus, even steeple-
chasers with Tom Voss. 

He believes a good horse can come from anywhere and 
tries to prove it. He buys, he sells, he claims, he breeds, he 
plans, he gambles.

Ramsey’s Saratoga has included success of all types. Home-
bred Talking Treasure (a daughter of Catienus) won two New 
York-bred stakes for Baker, Maker saddled six winners and 
Brown came through with a victory in Monday’s finale.

“He and his wife deserve to get the leading owner,” said 
Brown after the win. “He’s put a lot of money in the game, 
he’s passionate about it. He came here wanting to do it, a guy 
from Kentucky. He doesn’t have million-dollar horses, but 
the guy’s going to do it.”

Ken Ramsey hasn’t been able to enjoy the success in per-
son as much as he would like as he has stayed home in Ken-
tucky to help care for his wife. Sarah suffered a stroke in 
2007 and does not travel to the races, though she was on 
hand at Churchill’s spring meet finale to celebrate the owners’ 
championship.

And they don’t miss much.
“We have Saratoga on every day and it’s a big uplift for 

her,” he said. “She can’t raise her right arm, but her left hand 
is up in the air waving the horses in. We can’t be there, but 
we’re living through it and having fun.”

Ramsey will be in Saratoga this weekend to see Notonthe-
samepage run in the Grade I Three Chimneys Hopeful Stakes. 
The 2-year-old set a track record at Churchill Downs this 
spring for trainer Wesley Ward, but missed the Sanford with a 
fever. The son of Catienus aims to bounce back in the closing 
day feature – a perfect cap to an owners’ championship. 

“That would really be something, to close it out with a 
Grade I win,” Ramsey said. “We’re going to see if we can get 
it done that way. And now that I’ve claimed all these horses, 
we’ll just roll it on to Keeneland Fall.”

Ramsey –
 Continued from page 24

Your Source For
The Best Of

Saratoga

SARATOGA SIGNATURE
I N T E R I O R S

Distinctive Home Furnishings 
and Interior Design

We Ship Goffs Million Sale
• Yearlings by European 
and American stallions.

• Sept. 29 – Oct. 1

• Call Sean Clancy  
to arrange your trip.

302-545-7713

sean@st-publishing.com

Bloodstock Auctioneers since 1886
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The chatter at the Oklahoma turf gap 
would make a Little League coach smile. 
Paul Hutzky keeps the horses moving, 
the riders safe, and the rail open when it 
needs to be and closed when it doesn’t.

Take a listen:
Watch the horse! Come on!
Hold up! Come on! Hurry up, 

please.
Keep rolling, keep ’em rolling please.
Hold up, stay over, stay over, stay 

over. OK, come on.
Stay over, Sandy. Stay over, hon. OK, 

let’s go, roll ’em.
Come on, hurry up. Stay 

over, Ward.
What’s your daughter 

doing, Gail? Wait ’til I call 
you.

Comin’ across? Come on, 
come on. Yup, go ahead.

All righty, how we doin’? 
Come on if you’re coming’.

Comin’ back today? 
No sir, I’m finished. 
Then have a great day. 
You too, boss.
And on and on it goes. 

An institution every bit as 
much as the 17-minute bell 
or the Travers Canoe, Hutz-
ky keeps the peace at the 
gap on the turn as horses 
cross the dirt to train on the 
turf. Open three mornings 
a week (conditions permit-
ting) from 9:45 to 10:30, 

the turf gets busy, usually upward of 
80 horses.

Hutzky, a former Schuylerville school-
teacher for 30 years, has been on the gap 
longer than anyone can estimate. 

“Long time, a long time, too long,” 
he said the other day. Not that he 
doesn’t appreciate his job. “I like the 
people, everything about it, I don’t 
know really. It’s stressful getting the 
horses on and off there. It’s not easy 
sometimes, but I like it.”

Combining a booming voice with a 

sharp knowledge of the situation, Hutz-
ky makes the perfect gatekeeper. He 
maintains order, helps riders stay safe 
and understands the job. Horses come 
at Hutzky from four directions – gallop-
ing on the turn of the dirt track, jogging 
the wrong way on the dirt track, walk-
ing through the gap across the dirt to 
the turf and coming off the turf toward 
the dirt. There are racehorses, lead po-
nies, the occasional pedestrian, even a 
dog or two some days.

“He’s got to have a fairly command-
ing presence and know the 
personalities or what to say 
to them to get their attention 
and obviously, you can tell he 
does,” said Bruce Johnstone, 
NYRA’s manager of racing 
operations. “There’s nobody 
I would rather have in that 
spot than him. He’s the man 
for the job – maybe some-
body else could make the 
same calls, but they don’t car-
ry the same gravitas – is that 
word I’m looking for? – that 
he does.”

Gravitas is defined as “seri-
ousness or sobriety, as of con-
duct or speech,” and Hutzky 
has plenty.

He’s also got a sense of his-
tory and duty to his job. He 
started working at Saratoga 
Race Course when he was 
14 and recalls playing soft-

ball with jockey Eric Guerin (of Native 
Dancer fame) and other legends. Hutz-
ky rattled off horses such as Nashua, 
Candy Spots, Needles, Secretariat and 
other greats on his list of Saratoga rac-
ing memories. Today it’s Dancing For-
ever and Shakis, yesterday it was Lure 
and Fourstardave, before that it was 
Tentam and Hawaii.

“My first job was picking the weeds 
and cleaning up the horse manure 
around the trees in the old paddock – 
remember when they used to have the 
trees numbered out there?” he said. “I 
worked on the dirt track, drove a wa-
ter truck and a tractor. I worked for 
the blacksmith one year – we had to 
put up all these metal railings because 
the insurance company wouldn’t let us 
open the track without railings for the 
people.”

So how much has changed since he 
started?

“It all changes, it all changes,” he 
said, “but it’s still Saratoga.”

And then he went back to the gap, 
where everything stays the same.

keep listening to paul
  THe ouTSiDe RAil

by 
Joe clancy

Connie Bush
Paul Hutzky mans his post at the entrance to the Oklahoma turf course.

“  Where winning 
 B E G I N S ” 

“ Andy Beyer’s books con�rm[ed] to me that be�ing  
on horses is not a waste of time, and they dispelled  
the myth that no one ever wins at 
 the racetrack.”

   — Andy Serling

Available wherever books are sold

revised
and

updated

“  If not for Andy Beyer’s classic books, I never 
would have go�en involved in horse racing.”

     —Dan Illman



29Thursday, August 28, 2008

 $1,875,000 Night of Racing!
Saturday, October 18, 2008

  Featuring the:

$500,000 West Virginia
  Breeders Classic

         $500,000 Jefferson
         Security Bank "Cavada"
       Breeders Classic

   And Seven $125,000
    Breeders Classics Races

             Post Time - 7:15pm
           Charles Town Races & Slots
         Charles Town, WV
      Reservations: 800-795-7001

        West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
       P.O. Box 1251, Charles Town, WV 25414
      www.wvbc.com

    Sam Huff - Chairman of the Board & CEO
  Carol Holden - President
Theresa Bitner - Executive Secretary
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Bustin Stones 
Moon Catcher
Macho Again
Icabad Crane

Awesome Gem
Buddy’s Humor

Sky Mystic
Ten Most Wanted

Toccet
Soto

Coach Jimi Lee
Bella Bellucci

Dashboard Drummer
Doll Baby

Ambition Unbridled
Fagedaboudit Sal
My Snookie’s Boy
Galloping Grocer

Mazhilla
Raving Rocket
Acey Deucey

CRUPI’S NEW CASTLE FARM
4625 N.W. 110th Avenue

Ocala, FL 34482-1833
Phone: (352) 840-5400

Fax: (352) 840-0661
Contact Jim Crupi
1 (866) 313-5400

www.newcastlefarm.com

Edgar Prado leaned on the wood-
en rail outside Bobby Frankel’s barn 
Tuesday morning and asked the simple 
question. 

“Who are you rooting for in the 
jockey race?” Prado asked. 

First you have to look at the stand-
ings. Table’s cleared and set. Six cards 
left and it’s tied. John Velazquez and 
Alan Garcia stand at the top with 30 
wins. Prado lies in wait, third with 
26 victories. Comeback kid Ramon 
Dominguez has clawed his way to 
fourth with 25 wins. Defending cham-
pion Cornelio Velasquez owns a quiet 
23 wins while Eibar Coa stands as the 
last man within a glimmer, eight wins 
behind the leaders. 

That was Tuesday.
By Wednesday evening, Garcia had 

dispatched Velazquez at the top. The 
22-year-old Peruvian won three races 
Wednesday; riding the rising tide of 
leading trainer Kiaran McLaughlin 
who dropped in Grade II stakes winner 
Stream Of Gold for a $60,000 claiming 
price and unleashed another rapid first-
time starter in Majestic Blue. Garcia 
picked up his third victory of the day 
for Howie Tesher. Dominguez picked 
up one while the others were blanked. 

But don’t count anybody out. Not 
just yet. 

Velazquez has experience on his side. 
He’s won it before. Three times to be 
exact.

Garcia counts inexperience on his 
side. He’s never been here before and 
sometimes that works in your favor.

Prado has three Saratoga titles and 
rides without a worry.

Dominguez, Velasquez and Coa have 
put together stellar meets but need mir-
acles to contend with Garcia, Velazquez 
or Prado. 

Right now, they’re all chasing Garcia. 
Steered by agent Tony Micallef, Gar-

cia has arrived. He’s humble, he’s happy, 
he rides hard and he’s here to stay.

“I’m so happy, so content,” Garcia 
said earlier in the meet. “My agent is 
doing a good job, we’re working hard 
to stay here at Saratoga with the lead-
ing jockeys. These are the best jockeys 
in the world. You can keep going down 
the list, Hall of Famer Prado, Kent 
Desormeaux win the Kentucky Derby, 
Javier Castellano win a lot of good 
races, Ramon, Johnny Velazquez win a 
couple of Eclipse Awards, Albarado win 
the Dubai Cup and rides the best horse 
in the world. I’m a young guy, to be in 
with these guys, I’m so happy and so 
proud. My agent does an excellent job 
securing the mounts and I do the second 
part, trying to ride winners.”

Garcia won 21 races at Saratoga last 
summer, and that was a huge meet. This 
year he’s eclipsed that mark and past-
ed a 5-win stamp on Travers Day. Yes, 
Travers Day. He won the King’s Bishop 
with a cool ride on Visionaire. And he 
won his second straight Bernard Baruch 
with Shakis. 

“Everybody has goal to be leading 
jockey in Saratoga. It’s my goal too, but 

first I want to be happy, keep the train-
ers happy. There’s no pressure, when I 
make a mistake I forget about it. I try 
to ride good horses and keep smiling,” 
Garcia said. “The only goal I have is 
to make the trainers happy and make 
myself happy. I don’t want to be mak-
ing my head big thinking about winning 
a title. The more I do that, the more I 
get nervous and make mistakes. I’m not 
trying to be leading rider, I’m just try-
ing to make the trainers happy and win 
races.”

For now, Garcia doesn’t need advice, 
doesn’t need to be reminded of all the 
phenoms who had the racing world by 
the scruff, only to fall into oblivion. But 
if he needs advice, Dominguez and Ve-
lazquez would be good places to start. 
Dominguez went 1-for-38 to start the 
meet. Velazquez hit the ground six times 
in the first 10 days of last year’s Sara-
toga meet. They’re both back near the 
top of the standings, with perspective 
riding shotgun.

“I find the time when my riding’s go-
ing the best and things are clicking in 
place, I open the program up and see 
it so clear, ‘This is the way it’s going to 
be.’ A lot of times that’s the way it hap-
pens,” Dominguez said. “Other times, 
when you really want to make sure this 
doesn’t happen or this guy doesn’t keep 
you in here, you start riding defensively 
and things tend to go the opposite. I’m 
not saying you should go out there with 
no plan, but at the same time you have 
to let things fall into place and not go by 
what you think should happen versus 
what is really happening. If that makes 
any sense.”

Certainly for Velazquez. 
“It’s a tough business. It’s an emo-

tional rollercoaster, you’ve got to roll 
with it. It’s hard, you’re always com-
peting. If someone says they don’t care, 
they’re lying to you let me tell you. It’s 
not that easy,” Velazquez said. “You’re 
under a microscope all the time, ev-
erybody’s watching you. Sometimes I 
can brush it off, but I’m hard on my-
self. I like to learn every year, I like to 
be competitive up here every year. Be-
cause I care. This is what I chose to do, 
this is what I thrive to be. To ride good 
horses, to be at a competitive level that 
you’re proud of, because you’ve got to 
be proud of yourself, when you have the 
highs you’ve got to enjoy them. When 
you have the lows, you’ve got to swal-
low them and keep going. They’re hard 
to swallow.”

As for Prado, he was reminded that 
he was only four back, at least on Tues-
day. 

“I need to get going,” Prado said. 

  Cup of Coffee

by 
Sean clancy

Riding along
with the riders
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Terry Lindsey Equidae Gallery
At the Holiday Inn Open daily  9 - 9   July 25 - Sept. 1

VIEW GALLERY     WWW.EQUIDAE.COM
518-580-1766 gallery / 802-379-1156 cell  / 802-325-3918 studio

LECTURES AND DEMOS 
Each Friday at 10 a.m. — 
a different guest each week

CHAMPAGNE OPENING 
Aug. 2, 6-8 p.m. — Introducing 
THE SARATOGA RACING BRACELET  
Designed by Terry Lindsey, Music by Jane Wood

ARTISTS DISPLAYED
Top left to right, Kate Upton, Terry Lindsey, 

Susie Cronin, Jaime Corum, Werner Rentsch, 

Kathy Partridge, Louise W. King,

Louise Peterson plus 30 more wonderful artists.
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