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“A heart-stopping account of a race that surely must rank as one of the most thrilling on record.”
 —New York Times

“ This is lead-pipe cinch, mortal lock, lay-your-money-down sure thing of a book…belongs on the same 
shelf with William Nack’s Secretariat: The Making of a Champion, Jane Schwartz’s Ruffi an: Burning 
from the Start, and Laura Hillenbrand’s enormously successful bestseller Seabiscuit: An American 
Legend…”—Baltimore Sun

Imagine two horses running the equivalent of 
   NINE Kentucky Derbies in one afternoon…

       Houghton Miffl in • www.houghtonmiffl inbooks.com          Available wherever books are sold ISBN-13/EAN: 978-0-618-87211-4 • $14.95

This time last year – between the Diana and the 
Ballston Spa – trainer Bill Mott told The Special that 
My Typhoon “may be better suited for a mile-and-
a-sixteenth than a mile-and-an-eighth.” Sure enough, 
she waltzed into the stretch with a 3-length lead and 
held on for a three-quarter win over Karen’s Caper in 
the 2006 Ballston Spa. 

This time around, less than four weeks since the 
5-year-old earned her first Grade I win with surpris-
ing ease in the 9-furlong Diana, does Mott still believe 
that his mare is more dangerous shortening up to to-
day’s distance?

“I think so,” he answered without hesitation. “I 
think it’s a good distance for her.”

This is discouraging news for the other eight dis-
taffers lining up in the $200,000 turf stakes, including 
two (Meribel and Mauralakana) that came up short in 
the Diana. Even Wait A While – the Champion 3-Year-
Old Filly of 2006 with victories in half of her lifetime 
16 starts, two of them in Grade I stakes – will find 
herself in the unusual role of challenger coming off 
consecutive losses to My Typhoon. 

“We didn’t give (My Typhoon) enough respect in 
the Just A Game so we will monitor the pace scenario 
a little closer,” said Todd Pletcher, trainer of Wait A 
While. “She won’t get to go in 25 this time. There 
might be some other fillies in there who will take care 
of that.”

Though Wait A While’s only win in three tries this 
season came five months ago in the Gr. III Honey Fox, 
Pletcher believes she’s been better than her form might 
indicate.

“She won her first start back over Precious Kitten, 
who subsequently won a Grade I,” he said. “Then the 
rain forced her next race off the turf, on the Polytrack. 
We decided to experiment with it, which we obviously 
won’t do again. It didn’t set her back; it was just a 
waste of time. She had actually worked kind of fast 
on it, but basically they all work fast on it early in the 
spring.”

The Polytrack experiment came at Keeneland in the 
Gr. II Jenny Wiley, won by My Typhoon. They met 

again two months later, going a mile at Belmont Park 
in the Gr. II Just A Game.

“She was second to My Typhoon in a situation 
where we let My Typhoon go a quarter in 25 (sec-
onds),” Pletcher said. “If you break it down a little 
closer she hasn’t done much wrong this year. We 
shipped to California with the idea of running in the 
Cash Call Mile and she got sick and that sort of put 
things on hold. She got a fever when she shipped. It 
was a long way to go for nothing.”

But those disappointments are in the past.
“I think she is as good now as she was last year,” 

the trainer said. “She will run very well. We are as 
confident as we can be in a race that is as tough as 
this one. 

The 2007 edition of the Gr. II Ballston Spa makes 
a good argument for the concept of awarding graded 
status after the fact, based on a race’s quality in the 
year it was run. If a race with three recent Grade I 
winners (two of them millionaires), not to mention 
two others who have placed in Grade I stakes, doesn’t 
deserve a Grade I designation, what does?

“It’s a tough race,” said Mott, who also won the 
2003 Ballston Spa with Stylish. “There’s more pace in 
here (than the Diana) and there’s nothing easy about 
this race.”

The ultra-consistent My Typhoon received a per-
fect trip in the July 28 Diana, stalking in second under 
Eddie Castro before taking over into the far turn and 
gamely holding off a late charge by Argentina. 

“She’s got enough tactical speed that it usually puts 
her up in fairly good position,” Mott said of My Ty-
phoon. “You’re not always going to get a perfect trip, 
but having tactical speed and being able to place one 
where you want them to be is certainly important in 
that regard.”

Tactics will play an essential role in what promises 
to be a taxing race thanks to an abundance of classy 
speed. Mott’s other entrant, Pommes Frites, will likely 
challenge longshot Iron Goddess for the early lead, 
with My Typhoon, Wait A While, Mauralakana, and 
Vacare all close behind. Thanks to the tight turns of 
the inner turf course, those fanned wide may quickly 

ballston spa stakes preview

Typhoon
Warning

Tod Marks
My Typhoon strolls into the Ballston Spa off a victory in the Grade I Diana earlier in the meet. Eddie Castro returns for the ride for Live 
Oak Plantation and trainer Bill Mott.

Diana winner may be 
tougher going shorter

by jim mulvihill

See ballston spa page 3 
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“Beresford Gallery – The Saratoga place to be” August: 145 Union Ave., Saratoga NY • 518-583-4523 
Rt 82, Unionville, PA • 610-347-1247 • BERESFORDGALLERY.COM

Beresford Gallery
Sporting Art & Accessories of the Country Life

Join us on the Porch and
Watch Famous Artists Paint!

Now in our 

27th Season!

“Bay Head” by John Thomas Berry

find themselves as much as 2 lengths 
from where they’d rather be. 

Trainer Christophe Clement believes 
the 8 1/2-furlong distance will benefit 
Meribel, who charged from last in the Di-
ana to finish fourth, 1 3/4 lengths behind 
My Typhoon, “Not because she won’t be 
falling back as far,” he said, “but because 
there will be more pace.”

Meribel was 2-for-2 over the Saratoga 
turf at last year’s meet and picks up John 
Velazquez in place of Garrett Gomez, 
who takes the call on Wait A While. 

Meribel will break from the rail in-
side of stablemate Vacare, winner of last 
year’s Gr. I Queen Elizabeth II Cup at 
Keeneland.

“They’re two nice fillies, both train-
ing well, very different,” Clement said. 
“Vacare will be close to the pace and 
Meribel is the other way around, she’ll 
be off the pace. They’re both training 
well and look good and we’ll see what 
happens.”

Like Mott, Clement has two Ballston 
Spa scores to his credit, winning with 
Penny’s Gold in 2001 and Danish in 
1996. 

Another filly who has had just about 
enough of My Typhoon is Maurala-
kana. Trained by Patrick Biancone and 
ridden by Julien Leparoux, the French-
bred has won two of her last five starts, 
with all three losses coming in graded 
stakes won by My Typhoon.

Energized since a rendezvous in Ken-
tucky with El Corredor, Iron Goddess 
gets a chance to shine for the future. 
Running in foal, she catches a Grade I-
caliber field in her graded-stakes debut. 
The speedster will break from the out-
side post No. 9.

“It’s terrible, but she’s one-dimen-
sional; she goes to the lead,” trainer 
Mike Hushion said. “This will give her 
one last chance to get some graded-
stakes black type. We hope maybe we 
can get lucky before she goes home.”

Channing Hill gets the return call on 
the New York-bred daughter of More 
Than Ready, who made her career bow 
at the Spa last year against the boys.

Rounding out the is field is Barclay 
Tagg trainee Dance Away Capote (Alan 
Garcia), a winner of two overnight 
stakes at Belmont Park this year, and 
George Weaver’s Amansara (Ramon 
Dominguez), second in the restricted De 
La Rose Stakes here Aug. 1.

– Additional reporting by Brian Nadeau.

Ballston Spa –
 Continued from page 2

Tod Marks
Meribel (left) and Mauralakana, fourth and sixth respectively in the Diana July 28, tackle My Typhoon once again in today’s Ballston Spa.

PP	 Horse	 Owner	 Trainer	 Jockey	 M/L Odds
1.......Helsinki.....................Four Roses.....................Nick Zito..........................Julien Leparoux........................20-1
2.......C P West...................Robert LaPenta...............Nick Zito..........................Cornelio Velasquez.....................5-1
3.......For You Reppo..........Trident and Gessler.........Helen Pitts......................Garrett Gomez..........................20-1
4.......Street Sense..............Jim Tafel.........................Carl Nafzger....................Calvin Borel................................3-5
5.......Grasshopper.............Will Farish.......................Neil Howard....................Robby Albarado..........................8-1
6.......Loose Leaf................Steve Kaplan...................Ken McPeek....................Kent Desormeaux.....................12-1
7.......Sightseeing...............Phipps Stable..................Shug McGaughey............Edgar Prado................................6-1
Post Time: 5:40 p.m. Race 9 of 12. Distance: 1 1/4 miles. All Starters carry 126 pounds.

The field for the 138th Travers Stakes, to be run Saturday, 
was drawn Wednesday at Saratoga Race Course.
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public relations consultants,
custom Tervis Tumbler glasses 

and lawn jockeys.

“Editorial excellence is not a goal to be 
sought and one day acquired and then 
retired to the trophy case. It is instead an 
ambition which must be pursued each 
day, never ending, never totally achieved. 
That striving, that ambition is an essential 
part of our newspapers, a cornerstone 
of what we have been, what we are, and 
what we will be.”

– Lee Hills, Pulitzer Prize winner
Knight Ridder chief executive,  in 1974

Backed by over 30 years
in the Thoroughbred
Industry.

• Bloodstock services
 & management
• First class boarding
• Top stallion facilities
• Legal services
• Equine insurance
 
Contact: Anya Sheckley

Coming to New York:  ANDROMEDA’S HERO
Fusaichi Pegasus - Marozia, by Storm Bird
Graded Stakes Winner of $836,961
Won or placed in 8 Graded Stakes, including:
• G1 Belmont Stakes   • G1 Jockey Club Gold Cup 
• G1 Suburban Handicap  • G1 Donn Handicap
• Full brother to juvenile G1 performing SW SUPERFLY
• Family of Champion SOLFORD, G1 SW WHYWHYWHY

Questroyal Stud, standing at Metropolitan Stud
2008 Stud Fee = $6000    Limited number of shares available

Contact: Dutchess Views Farm
Anya Sheckley or Michael Lischin  • Tel: 518-398-5666 or mail@dutchessviewsfarm.com

Here & There at Saratoga
AWAY SHE GOES. Dance Away Capote drags rider Robin 
Smullen whill galloping on the main track Wednesday 
morning. She runs in the Ballston Spa today.

Take A Number
768: Cigars in Henry Elser’s latest order.

2: Down escalators run up by 6-year-old Nolan Clancy Wednesday morn-
ing, breaking the duck on his last day in Saratoga.

1: Rose given to Garrett Gomez after winning the Capades Wednesday.

1: Rose given to a security guard (by Gomez) after the Capades.

Name of the Day
Ninth Of July, fifth race. The filly is by Sea Salute out of Mistical Mirage. 
Somebody’s reading Hakluytus Posthumus: Contayning a History of the World in 
Sea Voyages and Lande Travells by Samuel Purchas, written in 1625 or there-
about. Here’s an excerpt, which explains the name: “The second night of 
this tempest, the ninth of July, they saw on their maine tops a Corpo santo 
in figure of a flame of fire bright and shining, from thence remooving to 
the Mizen-mast; and the Pilot saluted it, saying, Salve Corpo santo, salve.” 
Then again, it may just be somebody’s birthday.

Worth Repeating
“Thanks. Where are you taking me?”

Security guard after receiving the rose (he was definitely kidding)

“She’ll run on one of three surfaces next time: Polytrack, turf or dirt.”
Trainer Todd Pletcher, when asked about Panty Raid’s next start

“She looks like a colt, she’s got no head action at all, it’s like riding a Quar-
ter Horse 870. That’s what I grew up on, man.”

Jockey Garrett Gomez about Capades winner Jazzy

“Keep ’em in the groove.”
Trainer Tony Reinstedler’s advice to 11-year-old hotwalker Jack Clancy

“I don’t know for how long, but right now it fits.”
Retired jockey Jose Santos, asked if his Hall of Fame sportcoat fits

“Man, am I glad to see you.”
Jockey Ramon Dominguez, to a reporter after the last race 

Warehouse Blues
The Best of The Saratoga Special book shares space in a Westside ware-

house with the following eclectic items:
6 hockey sticks.

2 propane heaters.
3 snowblowers.
2 lawnmowers.

5 ladders.
1 ceramic dog garden ornament.

5 ceramic rabbit garden ornaments.
1 airplane (wings removed).

1 ski pole.
3 decorative watering cans.

1 set of cymbals. 
Thanks for the space, Patty. Now, anybody want to buy a book?

Weather
Today: Evening showers, high of 77, low 64, chance of rain 30 percent.
Tonight: Possible showers, low 64.
Friday: Scattered thunderstorms, high 87, low 68, chance of rain 40 percent.
Travers Day: Isolated thunderstorms, high 87, low 65, chance of rain 30 
percent.

Tod Marks
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71 Railroad Place - Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
Bus: 518 580.4000 - Fax: 518 580.0012

Equine Property Division - Residential Property Division - Commercial Property Division

Over 38 Professional Real Estate Agents Serving Upstate New York from Albany to the Adirondacks

www.EmpireHomeRealty.com

Exceptional property for
thoroughbred breeding farm, riding
academy, training stables or large
equine veterinary clinic that is 8
mins. to track. A 22 box stall barn
with 2 foaling stalls, heated operating
room, attached 2BR tenant home.
Over one mile of road frontage with
amazing views.

130 Acre Farm Schuylerville
Offered at $1,695,000

7-Units in Saratoga Springs
Offered at $549,000

Equine Training Facility
Equine Breeding Facility

Great cash flow positive seven-unit
investment property located walking
distance to Broadway. Seven unit
3,624 sq ft property along with a
cottage. Located on 212 Regent
Street (Walk to Broadway!)

Build Your
Equestrian Farm

100 Acres Fort Edward
Offered at $389,000

Exceptional 100 acres with 910 feet of
road frontage. Plush pastures and
beautiful views of Vermont and the
Adirondacks. Build your dream
Equestrian farm amongst the others.

New Construction! Broadalbin
Offered at $299,000 (20 mins to Saratoga)

Kinowski Builders offers a 2160 sqft,
3 bdrm/2.5 bath full of upgrades!
Open concept, vaulted ceilings,
granite counter tops, master suite
with Jacuzzi tub.

Saratoga Springs (Nelson Ave)

Beautiful 5 BR, 4 BA custom built
home. Large country kitchen,
hardwood floors, ceramic tile in all
baths, master bath with garden tub
and shower. Sun deck overlooking
pond and a 3 car garage.

Saratoga Springs Walk to Track
Offered at $449,000

Includes a 1,800 sq ft home and
separate cottage both completely
renovated walking distance to track!
Granite countertops, new furnace,
enclosed porch, deluxe bathroom, hrd
wd flrs, new electrical and stainless
steel appliances.
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Eric Eckardt
Principal Broker

Wilton Custom Home
Offered at $539,000

Over 2,000 prime acres overlooking Sacandaga Lake and
bordering the Adirondack Parks. Potential 230 plus subdivision
opportunity (8.5 acre lots; Rural Use) upon formal site approval
from Adirondack Park Agency and Town of Hadley (Saratoga
County). Present all offers!

Sacandaga Lake
2,041.35 PRIME ACRES

Sacandaga Lake Treasure
Attention All Developer and Resort Owners

25 Acre Training Facility - Wilton
Reduced to $849,000 (Exit 16)

Equine Training Facility

Outstanding Equine training
facility for standardbreds,
thoroughbreds and polo ponies.
3 separate bards totaling 45
stalls with rubber mats. 120 x
72 indoor arena with excellent
footing and lighting..

Saratoga Condo
Offered at $299,000

Easy living in the heart of
Saratoga Springs. . .Bordering
SPAC Golf Course. Spacious 2
BR ground floor unit with
gourmet kitchen w/stainless steel
appliances, gas fireplace, h/w
flrs, ceramic tiles, and oversized
bedrooms.

Saratoga Springs
Offered at $329,000

Potential home based business
or home in a highly visible
location. Half an acre with new
furnace, windows, new 200 amp
service, hot water tank, freshly
painted, new carpets, and close
to everything! Zoned UR-2.

Wilton
Offered at $215,900

Absolutely adorable cottage
style cottage home with 3 BR,
1.5 BA, hardwood floors, walk in
closets, new stainless steel
range, ceramic tile and much
more. Perennial gardens
bordering forever wild back yard!
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Saratoga’s OORIGINALRIGINAL
Racing Partnership

offers you the exciting 
opportunity to become 

PARTPART owner of a racehorse 
while enjoying FULLFULL

ownership privileges.

YO UYO U enjoy the thrills 
of racing.

W EW E  take care of 
everything else!

SARATOGA! 
Don’t just watch it… 

Be part of it. 

Partnership Opportunities Available! 
Stop by our 7 3  H E N R Y  S T.  7 3  H E N R Y  S T.  

office in Saratoga Springs,  
call (518) 587-5550, or visit 
PartingGlassRacing.com. 

Thursday, Aug. 23. Post Time 1 p.m. Entries with program number, 
post position, jockey, trainer, and morning-line odds.

1st (1:00) Michael G. Walsh Novice Stakes. 2 3/8 Miles. 
Hurdle. 4&Up. Purse $70,000.
1 	 1	 Bold Turn....................Petty J................... Kingsley Arch.........12-1
2 	 2	 More Fascination........Young P J............. Young Leslie...........12-1
3 	 3	 Planets Aligned..........Miller Chip............. Voss Tom.................6-1
4 	 4	 Dr. Bloomer................Slater J.................. Sheppard Jonathan...7-2
5 	 5	 Rum Squall................Aizpuru X.............. Fisher Jack...............2-1
6 	 6	 Baby League...............Hodsdon D............ Sheppard Jonathan...5-2
7 	 7	 Gigger........................Murphy Cyril......... Voss Tom...............10-1

Exacta, Trifecta, Daily Double

2nd (1:35) 6 1/2 Furlongs. 2YO. NY Bred. MSW. 
Purse $56,000.
1 	 1	 First of Ten.................Hill C..................... Gyarmati Leah........15-1
2 	 2	 Big Truck....................Dominguez R A..... Tagg Barclay.............5-2
3 	 3	 Bad Streak..................Castellano J J........ Ubillo Rodrigo........12-1
4 	 4	 Cape of Storms..........Bejarano R............ Sanders Jamie..........7-2
5 	 5	 Post Exchange............Garcia Alan............ McLaughlin Kiaran...6-1
6 	 6	 Good Law...................Prado E S.............. Dutrow Richard........3-1
7 	 7	 Barossa......................Desormeaux K J.... Ferraro Anthony.......5-1
8 	 8	 Backtosquareone........Velasquez C........... Lauer Michael.........20-1

Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pick 3 (2-4), Daily Double

3rd (2:07) 5 1/2 Furlongs. Turf. 2YO. MSW. 
Purse $62,000.
1 	 1	 Veiled Prophet............Bejarano R............ Arnold Rusty............6-1
2 	 2	 Footloose Man............Castro E................ Hennig Mark.............9-2
3 	 3	 Awakino Cat...............Velasquez C........... Rice Linda................4-1
4 	 4	 Lake Placid.................Prado E S.............. Matz Michael............8-1
5 	 5	 Sundaysunday............Dominguez R A..... Penna Angel...........12-1
6 	 6	 Letsgotwosteppin.......Leparoux J R......... Duggan David.........15-1
7 	 7	 Ya Think.....................Gomez G K............ Weaver George.........5-1
8 	 8	 Bull Rider...................Garcia Alan............ Sanders Jamie........15-1
9 	 9	 At Attention................Desormeaux K J.... Mott Bill...................3-1
10 	 MTO	Mr. Shortcake.............Velazquez J R........ Pletcher Todd...........2-1
11 	 MTO	Saratoga Seven..........Velasquez C........... Lukas Wayne............4-1

Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 (3-5), Pick 4 (3-6)

4th (2:39) 7 Furlongs. F&M. 3&Up. Mdn Clm 40,000. 
Purse $25,000.
1 	 1	 Flirty Karakorum.........Samyn J L............. Odintz Jeff..............15-1
2 	 2	 Wheresthmonymaggie...Rojas R I............... Shevy Michael........20-1
3 	 3	 Hit the Point...............Bracetty J A........... Kelly Pat...................6-1
4 	 4	 Foxy Patty..................Hill C..................... Hushion Mike...........5-1
5 	 5	 County Leitrim............Bejarano R............ Weaver George.........6-1
6 	 6	 Pizza...........................Velasquez C........... Everett Scott.............7-2
7 	 7	 Can’t Bluff Mulvey......Garcia Alan............ Badgett Billy.............8-1
8 	 8	 Luck...........................Bridgmohan S X.... Hernandez Mike........5-1
9 	 9	 Astoria Sweetheart.....Prado E S.............. Klesaris Robert.........4-1

Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pick 3 (4-6), Pick 6 (4-9)

5th (3:11) 5 1/2 Furlongs. Turf. F&M. 3&Up. NY Bred. MSW. 
Purse $56,000.
1 	 1	 Cat Radio....................Bracetty J A........... Chin Peter..............50-1
2 	 2	 Irish Kahn...................Coa E M................ O’Callaghan Niall....12-1
3 	 3	 Longingfortheone.......Hill C..................... DiSanto Glenn..........5-2
4 	 4	 The West Wind Rose..Bridgmohan S X.... Rolffs Mikhael........30-1
5 	 5	 Miss Annie M.............Chavez J F............. Lostritto Joseph.......8-1
6 	 6	 My Into Wishin...........Desormeaux K J.... Schettino Dominick...6-1
7 	 7	 Bulla Regia.................Luzzi M J............... Lugovich Richard.....8-1
8 	 8	 Sultry Sue..................Velasquez C........... Ritvo Tim..................3-1
9 	 9	 Ninth of July...............Velazquez J R........ Donk David...............7-2

Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 (5-7), Grand Slam (5-8)

6th (3:43) 1 1/8 Miles. 3&Up. Alw/Opt Clm 50,000. Purse $70,000.
1 	 4	 Explosive Heat............Coa E M................ Levine Bruce............7-2
1A	 8	 Chucker......................Prado E S.............. Dutrow, Richard.......7-2
2 	 1	 Three in the Bag.........Velazquez J R........ Dutrow Tony...........10-1
3 	 2	 Monopoly Pricing.......Bejarano R............ Violette Rick.............8-1
4 	 3	 Vitruvius.....................Desormeaux K J.... Jerkens Jimmy.........9-5
5 	 5	 Smokeyjonessutton....Leparoux J R......... Stewart Dallas..........6-1
6 	 6	 Deputy Indy................Castellano J J........ Hough Stan............10-1
7 	 7	 Extreme Supreme.......Velasquez C........... Ward John................5-1
8 	 9	 Mister Triester............Dominguez R A..... Stall Jr Al................15-1
A-Coupled: Explosive Heat and Chucker

Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 4 (6-9), Daily Double

7th (4:15) 5 1/2 Furlongs. Turf. 3&Up. NY Bred. Alw/Opt Clm 50,000. 
Purse $63,000.
1 	 3	 Sigh You.....................Castellano J J........ Kelly Pat.................20-1
1A	 MTO	Good Card..................Bracetty J A........... Kelly Pat.................20-1
2 	 1	 Monster Drive............Velazquez J R........ Mott Bill...................2-1
3 	 2	 Dixie Baghdad............Morales P.............. DiSanto Glenn........30-1
4 	 4	 He’s a Lumberjack......Chavez J F............. Ritvo Tim................15-1
5 	 5	 Bazooka Bob..............Hill C..................... Odintz Jeff..............20-1
6 	 6	 Citifest........................Ponce J................. Hertler John.............6-1
7 	 7	 Metro Meteor.............Bejarano R............ Schwartz Scott.........5-2
8 	 8	 Mr Sam I Am..............Gomez G K............ Pletcher Todd...........8-1
9 	 9	 Storm N Lightning......Desormeaux K J.... Schosberg Rick........9-2
10 	 AE	 Inside Info..................Samyn J L............. Aquilino Joe...........15-1
11 	 AE	 Incredible Speed........Rojas R I............... Martin Carlos..........20-1
12 	 MTO	Stonewood.................Desormeaux K J.... Hushion Mike...........5-2
A-Coupled: Sigh You and Good Card

Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pick 3 (7-9)

8th (4:48) The Ballston Spa (Gr. II). 1 1/16 Miles. Turf. F&M. 3&Up. 
Purse $200,000.
1 	 1	 Meribel.......................Velazquez J R........ Clement Christophe.... 6-1
2 	 2	 Vacare........................Prado E S.............. Clement Christophe.... 5-1
3 	 3	 My Typhoon (IRE)......Castro E................ Mott Bill...................5-2
4 	 4	 Dance Away Capote....Garcia Alan............ Tagg Barclay...........15-1
5 	 5	 Pommes Frites...........Velasquez C........... Mott Bill.................10-1
6 	 6	 Amansara...................Dominguez R A..... Weaver George.......15-1
7 	 7	 Wait a While...............Gomez G K............ Pletcher Todd...........2-1
8 	 8	 Mauralakana (FR).......Leparoux J R......... Biancone Patrick....10-1
9 	 9	 Iron Goddess..............Hill C..................... Hushion Mike.........30-1

Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double

9th (5:20) 5 1/2 Furlongs. Turf. F&M. 3&Up. MSW. 
Purse $56,000.
1 	 1	 Too Much Zip.............Coa E M................ Contessa Gary..........2-1
2 	 2	 Greeley’s Girl..............Rojas R I............... Turner Billy.............15-1
3 	 3	 Patti Tiff......................Velazquez J R........ O’Brien Leo............10-1
4 	 4	 Fanfire........................Dominguez R A..... Dickinson Michael....3-1
5 	 5	 Aunt Teree..................Samyn J L............. Lostritto Joseph.......5-1
6 	 6	 Mia.............................Arroyo N Jr........... Gyarmati Leah........10-1
7 	 7	 Mizzenkey...................Bridgmohan S X.... Kelly Pat...................9-2
8 	 8	 Family Grind...............Dominguez C V..... Miller-Saul Beth......30-1
9 	 9	 Judge’s Pride..............Bracetty J A........... DiPrima Gregory....20-1
10 	 AE	 Luna Laura.................Luzzi M J............... O’Brien Keith..........20-1
11 	 MTO	Let’s Fly Away.............Dominguez R A..... Hernandez Mike........5-2

Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta

Saratoga Entries

Sallee Horse Vans 
1-800-967-VANS • (772) 260-2586
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Race 1: Didn’t we already see this exacta earlier in the meet? RUM 
SQUALL appears dangerous once again. Toss the meaningless flat race 
at Colonial Downs and what you’ll have is a four-race win streak. BABY 
LEAGUE has the best chance of denying the five-peat; he won at the 
Open House and was a good second to the top pick Aug. 2. PLANETS 
ALIGNED reunites with the win rider and could benefit from having a 
run over the local strip.

Race 2: BIG TRUCK shows some nice moves on the worktab and is 
by the excellent juvenile sire Hook And Ladder. Good And Tough is an-
other solid firster sire and Richard Dutrow excels with debut runners, 
so GOOD LAW is in. POST EXCHANGE didn’t do much running first out 
but he did take money and perhaps can make amends.

Race 3: Linda Rice and turf sprints go together like mac and cheese, 
and AWAKINO CAT looks very live based on the worktab and pedigree. 
Michael Matz isn’t really known for winning with firsters but he does 
own a debut winner at the meet and LAKE PLACID is a little intriguing. 
YA THINK returns to sprinting on the sod and gets the switch to Garrett 
Gomez.

Race 4: PIZZA sports several angles: turf-to-dirt, drop to maiden 
claiming and blinkers on; low-profile outfit attracts Cornelio Velasquez, 
always a good sign. ASTORIA SWEETHEART wasn’t close last time but 
today she goes from inside to outside, gets blinkers, Edgar Prado and a 
return to the level where she almost won. LUCK is another turf-to-dirter 
from a trainer who is a longshot specialist.

Race 5: NINTH OF JULY was beaten less than 4 in her first try against 
state-breds and gets the switch to Johnny V. today. SULTRY SUE has a 
little tactical ability and showed some late interest last time. It’s nice to 
see Cornelio keep the faith as well. This may be a total stab but I’m a 
little interested in Fair Hill shipper BULLA REGIA.

Race 6: MONOPOLY PRICING has run several races that would make 
him very dangerous and Rick Violette has excellent numbers in all the 
relevant categories. The Stronach-owned entry of EXPLOSIVE HEAT 
and CHUCKER each sport impressive career marks and have their an-

gles – the latter has won four in a row (excepting a Grade III try) and 
the former has won his last two by daylight. The favorite here will be 
Centennial Farm’s VITRUVIUS. The undefeated 3-year-old posted a big 
figure last time, but that was back in April at the Big A; hard to put faith 
in horse with as many layoff lines as career starts. 

Race 7: METRO METEOR ran OK last time in a race with a phony pace. 
He’s got a chance to make amends in a truly run race today. Bill Mott’s 
been winning everything and MONSTER DRIVE sure looks logical; I’m 
just a little concerned about getting value on his charges right now. 
STORM N LIGHTNING beat the top pick last time and is usable on that 
basis alone, though I have a feeling he won’t improve as much as that 
one will.

Race 8: MY TYPHOON has established herself as an absolute freak who 
loves Saratoga. She might be more tractable than some folks think and 
is the most likely winner to boot. MERIBEL has always been a favorite 
of mine; I picked her in a Grade I last time where she didn’t acquit 
herself poorly so how can I ignore her here? WAIT A WHILE showed 
some impressive bits of form last season though I never fully believed. 
Still, I’d be remiss to not at least list her among the picks based on her 
accomplishments.

Race 9: Michael Dickinson once saddled the first five home in the Gold 
Cup at Cheltenham, so it doesn’t seem like too much to ask that his first 
starter at this meeting should be live . . . ignore FANFIRE at your own 
peril. TOO MUCH ZIP goes from outside to inside and has a chance with 
a cleaner trip. MIZZENKEY gets another chance after her first start at 
the meeting was washed off the lawn; her turf sprint form isn’t so bad.

– Pete Fornatale

Detailed Analysis

Race #

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

The 
Power 
Grid

Rum Squall
Baby League

Planets Aligned
Big Truck
Good Law

Post Exchange
Awakino Cat
Lake Placid

Ya Think
Pizza

Astoria Sweethart
Luck

Ninth Of July
Sultry Sue
Bulla Regia

Monopoly Pricing
Stronach entry

Vitruvius
Metro Meteor
Monster Drive

Storm N Lightning
My Typhoon

Meribel
Wait A While

Fanfire
Too Much Zip

Mizzenkey

 45/199

Rum Squall
Baby League
Dr. Bloomer
Good Law

Cape Of Storms
Big Truck

Lake Placid
Veiled Prophet
Awakino Cat

County Leitrim
Foxy Patty

Pizza
Sultry Sue

Ninth Of July
My Into Wishin

Monopoly Pricing
Stronach entry

Vitruvius
Storm N Lightning

Metro Meteor
Sigh You

My Typhoon
Meribel
Vacare

Mizzenkey
Too Much Zip

Aunt Teree

50/199

Baby League
Gigger

Planets Aligned
Post Exchange
Cape Of Storms

Good Law
Awakino Cat
At Attention

Ya Think
Foxy Patty

Astoria Sweetheart
Hit The Point

Longingfortheone
My Into Wishin

Sultry Sue
Smokeyjonessutton

Vitruvius
Extreme Supreme
Storm N Lightning

Monster Drive
Metro Meteor

Vacare
Wait A While
My Typhoon

Fanfire
Too Much Zip

Aunt Teree

55/199

Planets Aligned
Bold Turn

Dr. Bloomer
Backtosquareone

Barossa
Cape Of Storms
Veiled Prophet
Sundaysunday

Lake Placid
Flirty Karakorum

Luck
Pizza

Bulla Regia
Miss Annie M

My Into Wishin
Extreme Supreme

Smokeyjonessutton
Deputy Indy

He’s A Lumberjack
Storm N Lightning

Bazooka Bob
Iron Goddess

Pommes Frites
Mauralakana
Luna Laura

Patti Tiff
Mizzenkey

26/199To Date:

Pete Fornatale Alan Mann Brian Nadeau Fickle Finger of Fate

 Escorted small-group trips 
to the top races in Europe.

   (800) 261-0499
  www.racing-europe.com PARTNER
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Orison left flat racing in 2005 as a $40,000 claimer 
– and is now a stakes horse with three wins and 

$117,000 in steeplechase earnings. 

Horse Racing Radio Network

Can’t make it to a TV to watch the big race?
We’ve got your answer...

www.equineforum.net
Hear the Travers, King’s Bishop, & Bernard Baruch

  Live this Saturday: 4-6 p.m.  •   WABY 1160 AM, Malta/Saratoga

B L A N K E T  w i t h  P U L S AT I N G  M A G N E T I C  F I E L D S
THERAPULSE IV

Backs
Shoulders
Withers
Stifles

eht ta lla emit emas

www.centurion-systems.com

3 MONTH
RENTALS

1-800-387-8326

Jim Zito would have crumpled up the 
check and stuffed it in his pocket. But it’s 
a large check. You know, a “Let’s Make 
A Deal” kind of check, big and bold, 
with $250,000 written across it. Zito, of 
the New York Thoroughbred Breeding 
and Development Fund, was all set to 
play Monty Hall and deliver the check 
to Vinery’s Tom Ludt, once Chief’s Lake 
picked up yesterday’s Albany, the third 
leg of the Big Apple Triple.

But Stunt Man was behind door 
number three. The 3-year-old gelded 
son of Western Expression had followed 
Chief’s Lake in the first two legs of the 
series but powered home much the best 
in the Albany, cruising to a 2-length 
score over Dr. V’s Magic, with a tiring 
Chief’s Lake 1 3/4 lengths farther back 
in third.

Zito took the check and the easel and 
quietly slipped out of the winner’s circle. 
At least until Gary Contessa, trainer of 
Stunt Man, saw him.

“I’ll take that,” Contessa said, grab-
bing the check in jest.

Contessa deserved it. He pulled a re-
verse with Stunt Man, who failed by 3 

1/4 lengths when second without threat-
ening Chief’s Lake in the Mike Lee. In 
the next leg, the New York Derby, he 
tracked Chief’s Lake but again made 
no impression, winding up third. While 
his main foes waited for the Albany, 
Stunt Man went back to work in the 
Cab Calloway here Aug. 8, picking up 
third money behind Thundestimate and 
Logic Way.

Owned by Winning Move Stable, Is-
land Wind Racing and Celebrity Group 
Stables, Stunt Man galloped comfort-
ably in fourth Wednesday, splitting the 
seven-horse field as Doctor Freud set 
the pace with Chief’s Lake right off his 
flank in second. Dr. V’s Magic bounced 
around the first turn but found a nice 
spot in third through fractions of 24.71, 
49.31 and 1:13.68. 

Ramon Dominguez, aboard Stunt 
Man, sat motionless as the dark bay geld-
ing inched closer to Chief’s Lake. Gar-
rett Gomez niggled at Chief’s Lake and 
Stunt Man roared past on the outside. 
By the eighth-pole, the only thing left 
for Dominguez to do was look around. 
Stunt Man scored by 2 easy lengths, fin-

ishing the 1 1/8 mile in 1:51.23.
“I liked him on the grass. I was pretty 

happy with him, he made a middle move 
and he looked like he got a little tired, 
I said to myself, ‘This was a good race, 
who knows, maybe he doesn’t even care 
for the grass,’ ” Dominguez said of the 
Calloway. “Today, he warmed up great 
and I thought he was going to run a 
good race, sure enough, he put himself 
in a great spot. As soon as we got to 
the backside, I didn’t hesitate to get him 
three wide because I felt like they were 
going pretty slow. From then on, he was 
very handy, he made the lead and he 
cruised home.”

 Stunt Man increased his earnings to 
$210,616. Not bad for a $25,000 claim 
in March. 

“One of the smaller guys, Evan 
Gwartz in Celebrity Group, really liked 
this horse and brought him to our atten-
tion and it was easy from there, it was 
the right price, the right story,” Con-
tessa said. “With a horse like him, you 
think what’s the worst-case scenario, 
we’ll win the maiden 25 with him or 
something, but we never thought this 
when we claimed him. He was first-time 
gelding and it obviously did the trick. 

Tod Marks
Stunt Man draws off to win the Albany Stakes and deny Chief’s Lake a $250,000 bonus.

Albany stakes recap

Check Mate
Stunt Man leaves rival Chief’s Lake, 
$250,000 bonus in Saratoga dust

by sean clancy

See albany page 9
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Lake Ridge

Take-Out Available • www.lake-ridge.com • 518-899-6000

APPETIZERS: Shrimp & Avacado, Artichoke 
Souffl e, Bostonian Shrimp Dooley, Crab Cakes, 
Shrimp Cocktail, Stuffed Pepper Lucille, 
Lobster Betty, Escargot, Chicken Tabby

HOUSE SPECIALTIES: Seabass, Filet, Veal 
Chop, Carmen’s Cajun Seafood Stew

10 Minutes South of the Track! Northway Exit 11 • Roundlake

Voted best American cuisine in the Capital Region in 2006
LUNCH: Tues-Sat 11:30-2:30  DINNER: Tues-Sat 4:30-8:45pm Sun 3:00-8:00pm

Now 4 
Dining 
Rooms!

Quick 
Lunch 
Cooked 
To Order

ENTREES: PASTA & VEGETARIAN 
Shrimp Manso, Pasta Morrell, Tortellini, 
Southwester Ravioli, Vegetarian Plates
ENTREES FAVORITES: Filet & Crab Cake, Filet 
& Lobster, Veal Jaqueline, Sirloin Au Poivre, 
Pecan Pork Chop, Herb Crusted Swordfi sh, 
Duck Breast, Blackened Flat Iron Streak.

Does your horse need freshening?

Lay ups • Leg ups • Breaking yearlings
Winky Cocks

Adjacent to Springdale Training Center, Camden S.C.

803-432-2703 • 803-243-0557 

That was a big part of our claim, his 
form to that point was mediocre at best, 
we figured ‘if this works, it could really 
be a home run.’ ”

Stunt Man drew off to win by 8 
lengths the day Contessa claimed him 
from Carlos Martin and then it took 
two tries to bust through his next con-
dition. Since then, it’s been all stakes – 
fourth in the Screenland, second in the 
Spectacular Bid, second in the Mike Lee, 
third in the New York Derby and third 
in the Cab Calloway.

“He’s gradually gotten better, he’s a 
very sound horse but I’ll tell you what, 
he went from a seven to a 10 when we 
got to Saratoga. I can’t explain it but 
certain horses do that and he got to 
where we can’t hold him on the ground, 

we can barely walk him to the track, 
not nasty just a happy horse that’s re-
ally doing well,” Contessa said. “When 
he came out of that turf race, I wasn’t 
positive I was going to make it back 
in two weeks rest, but I’m not kidding 
you, the next morning, we had to put 
two shanks on to walk him. I said, ‘OK, 
we’re running back in the Albany, for 
sure.’ ”

Chief’s Lake gave Stunt Man three 
pounds in the New York Derby. That 
burden tripled in the Albany; Chief’s 
Lake carried top weight of 124 to Stunt 
Man’s 115. For Contessa, the weight 
helped, but not as much as geography.

“We were knocking on the door but 
honestly we weren’t that impressive in 
the first two legs; we ran very well but 
we weren’t overwhelming,” Contessa 
said. “He’s loving Saratoga. The way 
he’s trained up here, if all three legs 
were at Saratoga, I’d be getting the bo-
nus right now.”

Albany –
 Continued from page 8

Tod Marks
Stunt Man exits the winner’s circle with a stakes victory for trainer Gary Contessa.

Need......
Business Cards?
Letterhead?
Banners?
Signs?
Brochures?

Postcards?
Murals?
Lawn Jockeys?
Tervis Tumblers?
Consulting Help?

STPUBLISHING, INC
410-392-5867

Call Us
We’re not just 
great reading!

A FULL SERVICE EQUINE INSURANCE AGENCY
Contact: Michael T. Levy

1019 Majestic Drive, Lexington, KY  40513
Phone (859) 253-1114  •  Fax (859) 253-1490

Securing The Finest

Go ahead 
and dream....

....We’ve Got You 
Covered!

Contact: Michael T. Levy or Jason Collier
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Wednesday, August 22

1st. 5 1/2 Furlongs. Turf. 3&Up. Clm 35,000. Purse $31,000.
5	 Half a Note	 Garcia Alan	 8.40	 3.60	 2.70
7	 Eddie C.	 Castellano J J		  3.90	 2.70
6	 Highly Spoken	 Borel C H			   2.70
Finish Time: 1:04.06

Trainer: Robert Barbara. Owner: Gee H. W. Stable.
B.g.3 Brahms-Fifty Percent, Irish Open.

Bred by Nicole Zitani & Ramon Rangel (KY).
$2 Exacta 5-7 Paid $27.20; $2 Trifecta 5-7-6 Paid $58.00

2nd. 5 Furlongs. Fillies. 2YO. MSW. Purse $62,000.
5	 Syriana’s Song	 Borel C H	 5.60	 3.40	 2.60
6	 Tazarine	 Velasquez C		  8.20	 4.30
1	 Armonk	 Garcia Alan			   3.60
Finish Time: 57.48

Trainer: Dallas Stewart. Owner: Goldmark Farm.
B.f.2 Indian Charlie-K.O. Kitty, Tale of the Cat.

Bred by Phillip Hager, Hunter Hager & Claire Hager (KY).
$2 Exacta 5-6 Paid $51.50; $2 Quinella 5-6 Paid $39.60; $2 Trifecta 5-6-1 
Paid $209.00; $2 Daily Double (5-5) Paid $21.40

3rd. 1 1/8 Miles. Turf. F&M. 3&Up. AOC 50,000. Purse $70,000.
3	 Tejida	 Marquez Jr C H	 9.20	 5.90	 2.60
8	 Omeya (CHI)	 Velasquez C		  6.00	 2.50
5	 Wingspan	 Gomez G K			   2.10
Finish Time: 1:47.93

Trainer: Michael Matz. Owner: Helen Groves.
B.f.4 Rahy-Batique, Storm Cat.

Bred by Helen Groves Revocable Trust (KY).
$2 Exacta 3-8 Paid $37.20; $2 Trifecta 3-8-5 Paid $55.50

4th. 7 Furlongs. Fillies. 2YO. NY Bred. MSW. Purse $56,000.
3	 Beam of Love	 Coa E M	 12.80	 5.90	 4.40
1	 Madam Commander	 Velasquez C		  3.80	 3.00
4	 Sand and Song	 Garcia Alan			   6.90
Finish Time: 1:26.02
Trainer: Gary Contessa. Owner: Darlene Bilinski & Edward McGettigan Jr.

Ch.f.2 Prime Timber-Love Destiny, Silver Deputy.
Bred by Sez Who Thoroughbreds (NY).

$2 Exacta 3-1 Paid $46.40; $2 Quinella 1-3 Paid $21.60; $2 Trifecta 3-1-4 
Paid $451.00; $2 Pick 3 (5-3-3) 3 Correct Paid $479.50

5th. 1 1/16 Miles. Turf. F&M. 3&Up. NY Bred. AOC 30,000. 
Purse $64,000.
9	 Love Cove	 Castellano J J	 30.80	 12.00	 6.50
4	 Follow My Dream	 Desormeaux K J		  5.40	 3.20
2	 Nehantic Kat	 Garcia Alan			   4.00
Finish Time: 1:42.78

Trainer: Tom Albertrani. Owner: Laue Ranch.
Dk.B./Br.f.3 Not For Love-Sand Pirate, Desert Wine.

Bred by David Cassidy (NY).
$2 Exacta 9-4 Paid $181.50; $2 Trifecta 9-4-2 Paid $720.00; $2 Pick 3 
(3-3-9) 3 Correct Paid $1,181.00; $2 Pick 4 (5-3-3-9) 4 Correct Paid 
$5,547.00

6th. 6 Furlongs. Fillies. 2YO. Mdn Clm 50,000. Purse $32,000.
1A	 Wild Logic	 Bridgmohan S X	 5.30	 3.30	 3.40
2	 Centerport Baby	 Hill C		  19.40	 9.20
1	 Cherokee Time	 Velasquez C	 5.30	 3.30	 3.40
Finish Time: 1:13.19

Trainer: Steve Asmussen. Owner: Vinery Stables & Fog City Stables.
Dk.B./Br.f.2 D’wildcat-Logical Reasoning, Lord Avie.

Bred by Anthony and Leslie Russo (ONT).
$2 Exacta 1-2 Paid $111.00; $2 Trifecta 1-2-9 Paid $746.00; $2 Pick 3 
(3-9-1) 3 Correct Paid $567.00

7th. The Capades. 5 1/2 Furlongs. Turf. F&M. 3&Up. 
Purse $82,250.
5	 Jazzy (ARG)	 Gomez G K	 16.40	 8.30	 5.00
8	 Stormy Kiss (ARG)	 Coa E M		  9.40	 4.60
6	 Smart and Fancy	 Dominguez R A			   2.70
Finish Time: 1:02.79

Trainer: Mark Hennig. Owner: Team Valor Stables, 
Robert Muir & Des Scott.

Br.m.5 Mutakddim-Jollie Fille (ARG), Southern Halo.
Bred by La Quebrada (ARG).

$2 Exacta 5-8 Paid $159.00; $2 Trifecta 5-8-6 Paid $527.00; $2 Daily 
Double (1-5) Paid $59.50; $3 Pick 3 (9-1-5) 3 Correct Paid $750.00; 
$2 Superfecta 5-8-6-1 Paid $4,036.00

8th. The Albany. 1 1/8 Miles. 3YO. NY Bred. Purse $150,000.
3	 Stunt Man	 Dominguez R A	 9.40	 4.30	 2.50
2	 Dr. V’s Magic	 Desormeaux K J		  4.80	 3.20
5	 Chief’s Lake	 Gomez G K			   2.10
Finish Time: 1:51.23

Trainer: Gary Contessa. Owner: Winning Move Stable, 
Island Wind Racing & Celebrity Group Stables.

Dk.B./Br.g.3 Western Expression-Ribboned, Well Decorated.
Bred by Flying Zee Stables (NY).

$2 Exacta 3-2 Paid $35.60; $2 Trifecta 3-2-5 Paid $71.50; $2 Grand Slam 
(2/4/9-1/2/-1/5/8-3) Paid $54.00

9th. 1 1/8 Miles. Turf. F&M. 3&Up. NY Bred. MSW. Purse $57,000.
4	 One in a Romp	 Castellano J J	 5.20	 3.70	 3.00
3	 Mckenna Mae	 Richards G G		  12.40	 8.20
8	 Nuclear Meltdown	 Garcia Alan			   5.80
Finish Time: 1:50.58

Trainer: Allen Jerkens. Owner: Spruce Pond Stable.
B.f.3 Cryptoclearance-Romp and Stomp, Olympio.

Bred by Amherst Stable & Spruce Pond Stable (NY).
$2 Exacta 4-3 Paid $60.00; $2 Trifecta 4-3-8 Paid $558.00; $2 Superfecta 
4-3-8-7 Paid $2,301.00; $2 Daily Double (3-4) Paid $25.20; $2 Pick 
3 (5-3-4) 3 Correct Paid $213.00; $2 Pick 4 (1-5-3-4) 4 Correct Paid 
$732.00; $2 Pick 6 (3-9-1-5-3-4) 6 Correct Paid $66,465.00, 5 Correct 
Paid $1,055.00

Track: Fast; Turf: Firm

Attendance: 18,888; Handle: $2,778,356

Saratoga Results

How We Did
RACE 1: Third choice won.
RACE 2: Third choice won
RACE 3: Top pick scratched, second selection finished third, 
third choice won (there’s a pattern here).
RACE 4: Third choice scratched.
RACE 5: Top pick finished third.
RACE 6: Top choice scratched.
RACE 7: First choice ran second, second choice ran third.
RACE 8: Come to Albany for the cold trifectas. Stunt Man 
rewarded our risk with a $9.40 win, Dr. V’s Magic conjured up 
a $35.60 exacta and Chief’s Lake filled out a $71.50 tri.
RACE 9: One In A Romp won in a squeaker, but we still eked 
out a $5.20 win and $25.20 late double.

SEASON TOTALS: 54 wins by top selection in 226 races.
Average win payoff $6.81.

How We Did summarizes the performance of
The Special’s handicappers in the “Detailed Analysis” section.

TERRY LINDSEY
EQUIDAE GALLERY

at the Holiday Inn

featuring
LOUISE PETERSON

SARA RENZULLI
TERRY LINDSEY

KATHY PARTRIDGE
and 25 more artists

OPEN DAILY
July 28th – Sept. 4th

9 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Artist Talks/Demos

each Friday at 10 a.m.
518-584-4550 Gallery

802-389-1175 Cell
802-325-3918 Studio

232 Broadway
Saratoga Springs, NY

View Show at www.equidae.com

4 bedroom home completely 
updated within walking dis-
tance to the track, SPAC and 
Racino. New central air, new 
inground pool, new inground 
sprinkler system, 12x16 bath/
storage house, new gas fi re-
place, heated garage, new 
roof, new kitchen, baths, fl oor-
ing, furnace and carpets.

 
$379,000

30 Garfi eld Ave., Saratoga Springs, NY

Harold W. Reiser III 
Broker/Owner • 515-580-8500
reiser@saratoganationalrealty.com
www.saratoganationalrealty.com

30 Garfi eld

Harold W Reiser III

Open House Sunday 11am-1pm

Saratoga National Realty Inc. •  432 Broadway Suite 7 • Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

72 Henry St · Saratoga Springs
450-0275

Carry Out & Free Delivery

PIZZA 
& DELI

Drive-Thru and 
FREE DELIVERY

www.henrycarolinepizza.com

Large 12 Slice Cheese Pizza
12 Wings, 6 Garlic Knots

2 Liter Soda

$17.99 Toppings &
Tax Extra
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$225,000,000
From 2000 through 2006 in
black type stakes races alone,

trainers who fed
Hallway Feeds Racing Products

$225-million dollars in
first place purse money.

earned in excess of

Hallway Feeds
Lexington, KY

(859) 255-7602 • (800) 753-4255
www.hallwayfeeds.com

®

®

®

®

FF B/w 4-5-07:Layout 1  4/5/07  1:36 PM  Page 1

Your Source For
The Best Of

Saratoga

SARATOGA SIGNATURE
I N T E R I O R S

Distinctive Home Furnishings 
and Interior Design

82 Church Street • Saratoga Springs
518-581-0023 • www.saratogasignature.com

Open Mon-Sat from 10am-6pm

Unique, 
Hand Painted 

Cast Metal 
Jockeys, 

Made To Order! We Ship
KIMBERLY DOLAN
HOME LOAN CONSULTANT

(518) 265-7782 Cell
(518) 580-1413 Fax

92 East Avenue
Saratoga Springs, NY  12866

WWW.KIMDOLANLOANS.COM
Dolankim@aol.com

Daniel Sigal Enamels

508 East Main Street #302
Lexington, KY 40508

(859) 221-1414 • d.sigal@insightbb.com
www. danielsigal.com 

*By Commission Only

1 Half A Note

2 Syriana’s Song

3 Tejida

4 Beam Of Love 5 Love Cove (9)

6 Wild Logic

7 Jazzy (5)

8 Stunt Man

9 One In A Romp

wednesday’s Saratoga winners • Photos by tod marks and dave harmon
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CALL FOR SPECIAL PRICING AND AN ADDITIONAL $500 OFF!

You Call. You Save.
It’s that simple.

Enjoy great savings with all of our Purchasing Partners.  
Call NTRA Purchasing toll-free to receive your savings or visit www.ntrapurchasing.com. 

(866) 678-4289
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    AWESOME 
       at Saratoga

The Saratoga Selected yearlings by

Awesome Again averaged $483,333,

third best of any stallion with three

or more sold.

Congratulations to their connections

 Hip 132 o/o Victory U. S. A.

Consignor Eaton Sales

 Buyer Lukas Enterprises

 

Hip 46 o/o Lucette

Consignor Taylor Made Sales

 Buyer Tim Ritchey

 

Hip 25 o/o Impolite

Consignor Gainesway, agent

Buyer Goldmark Farm LLC

 

Watch for Awesome Again yearlings 

at Keeneland September!

Deputy Minister - Primal Force, by Blushing Groom

C l a s s i c  B l o o d l i n e s  •  C l a s s i c  P e r f o r m a n c e

Mike Recio • mrecio@adenastallions.com • (800) 975-5641 • cell (859) 221-1809 • Jack Brothers (877) 945-2020 • www.adenastallions.com 

ADENA SPRINGS

KY: ALPHABET SOUP • AWESOME AGAIN • CONGAREE • EL PRADO • GHOSTZAPPER • GIACOMO • GOLDEN MISSILE • NORTH LIGHT • OLMODAVOR • *SILENT NAME • TOUCH GOLD
FL: GREATNESS • INDY KING • MACHO UNO • MILWAUKEE BREW • RED BULLET • SLIGO BAY • *Still Racing
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846 Rte 146A
Clifton Park, NY 12065

$997,500
4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths, Living Room 
with FP, Formal Dining Room, 2 Family 
Rooms with FP. Horse Lovers Paradise 
- Custom Estate Situated on 12 Park Like Acres. Over 5,500 sq ft of pure elegance. From 
the moment you enter you are greeted by quality craftsmanship. Cherry Kitchen with 
Granite Countertops, 3 Fireplaces, Ultimate Entertainment Spot with Indoor Gunite Pool 
with Hydro Massage, waterfall, sauna, theatre and mahogany bar. Master Suite with Fire-
place and Jacuzzi. 1,250 Stable with 4 Stalls, heated tack room, bath and loft. 

View Inside Photo’s and Virtual Tour at www.ViewMirandaHomes.com 
or call 518-348-2060 for more information.

Miranda Real Estate Group, Inc.
1482 Route 9 •Clifton Park, NY 12065

Phone:  518-348-2060 • Fax:  518-688-0423
www.ViewMirandaHomes.com

Antiquarian 
Booksellers

Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

Fine books and old prints bought and sold
Appraisals, collections and 
entire libraries purchased.

We have 85,000 books and old prints
stabled in nine adjoining stalls, all sound and 
ready to be claimed. Many classic handicap 
stars. Specializing in books on the history of 

Thoroughbred racing and breeding.

John J. DeMarco and Janice R. DeMarco
7-9 Phila Street • Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

518-584-8779  •  518-584-6815 (fax)
lballad@nycap.rr.com  

Barry Irwin, president of Team Valor 
Stable, has struck gold with his private 
purchases before. Captain Bodgit, Ca-
shier’s Dream and The Deputy all car-
ried the stable’s forest green and crim-
son silks to the winner’s circle in Grade 
I events. While Jazzy has yet to reach 
that high plateau, she certainly looks 
to have a bright future sprinting on the 
lawn. Trained by Mark Hennig, Jazzy 
($16.40) closed from next-to-last under 
Garrett Gomez to win the $82,250 Ca-
pades Stakes at 5 1/2 furlongs over the 
Mellon Turf Course.

Irwin bought Jazzy after his friends 
Robert Muir and Des Scott told him 
about the daughter of Mutakddim fol-
lowing a third in a Group I race in South 
Africa. Lasix, the anti-bleeding medica-
tion, isn’t allowed in that country, and 
Jazzy had developed a problem. 

“She was a bleeder and a couple of 
guys I know recommended her to me,” 
Irwin explained. “They called me up 
and said they had a lot of faith in her 
but that she bled, so I bought half of her 
with a few partners. I sent her to Mark, 
put her on Lasix, and it’s been a whole 
new ballgame.” 

To say the least.

Jazzy made her American debut in 
Monmouth Park’s $60,000 Incredible 
Revenge Stakes. Sent off at slightly 
less than 5-2 she was rank under Joe 
Bravo, steadied at the half-mile pole, 
then closed with a rush to just miss by 
a nose. 

Yesterday, Gomez was able to some-
how put that nose in front, though Jazzy 
didn’t make it easy. Racing toward the 
back of the pack, Gomez bided his time 
as Truly Blushed, winner of the Hush 
Dear here July 26, pulled the field 
through a torrid half-mile in 44.84 sec-
onds over a drying out turf course that 
hasn’t seen too many raindrops over the 
first four weeks. The tricky proposition 
left Gomez with plenty on his mind.

“I was thinking about how bad the 
ground was; that (stuff) was flying ev-
erywhere. You look for a good spot be-
cause it’s just tearing up and flying and 
you can tell they’re not getting a hold 
of it,” Gomez said. “You’re trying to 
find somewhere to get a little bit of trac-
tion. She was in and out of the bridle a 
couple of times and I was just playing it 
how it came.” 

Turning for home, the leaders began 
to wilt from the pressure Truly Brushed 

had applied and Gomez found himself 
right on top of the action. As the story 
goes, don’t bet on Jazzy if you are faint 
of heart.

“When I turned for home, I moved 
on her again and they started to back 
up all at the same time. I thought I had a 
really good chance then all of a sudden 
at the eighth-pole, I knew I had them,” 
Gomez said. “But then she dove in be-
hind them once and I thought ‘arrrgh.’ 
Any time you’ve got to slow down, you 
question, ‘Do I still got them or do I 
have to start and regroup again?’

He still had them.
Gomez steered his charge outside of 

the tiring leaders in deep stretch and 
Jazzy reached for the wire, getting there 
by a neck over Stormy Kiss. A neck win-
ner has never been as much the best as 
Jazzy in the Capades. 

For Hennig it was redemption for 
a tough loss at the Jersey Shore just a 
little over a month ago. A newcomer 
to his barn, Jazzy has adapted quickly 
to her surroundings and has kept Hen-
nig’s pulse racing every inch of the 11 

Dave Harmon
Jazzy (left) dances past Stormy Kiss (center) and Smart And Fancy to win the Capades.

wednesday racing recap

Jam Session
Jazzy improvises Spa stakes score

by brian nadeau

See wednesday page 15 
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Travers  runs 8_23

W O R L D C L A S S R A C I N G N O W T H R O U G H S E P T E M B E R 3 R D

8/23  THUR
• Ballston Spa (GII) $200,000
• Time Warner Team Trivia in the backyard

8/24  FRI
• Personal Ensign (GI) $400,000
• Battle of the Brews

8/25  SAT
•Travers Stakes (GI) $1,000,00
• King’s Bishop (GI) $250,000
• Bernard Baruch (GII) $200,000
• Victory Ride (GIII) $100,000

8/26  SUN
• Ballerina (GI) $250,000

T H I S  W E E K

©
20

07
 T

he
 N

ew
 Y

or
k 

Ra
ci

ng
 A

ss
oc

ia
tio

n 
In

c.

The Mid-Summer Derby!  
The Travers!

R A C E C O U R S ER A C E C O U R S E

It’s the “The Mid-Summer
Derby”, the biggest race of the

Saratoga season – the $1 million
Travers Stakes, presented by the
New York Lottery.  Street Sense

goes for the “Double Derby” 
as the Kentucky Derby winner
looks to repeat his Jim Dandy
performance and become the

nation’s top 3-year-old.

WWW.NYRA.COM

Exit 13N or 14 on the Northway (I-87).  For information, call 518-584-6200.  Admission: Grandstand $3 and Clubhouse $5 
Travers Day Admission: Grandstand $5, Clubhouse $10. Children 12 and under free.  General parking is free.  Racing Wednesday
through Monday.  Post time 1 pm (except Travers Day 12:45 pm and  Sunset racing is 7/27 and 8/31 at 2:45 pm).  
Gates open 11 am weekdays, 10:30 am weekends (7 am on Travers Day and 1 pm for sunset racing).  

TRAVERS FESTIVAL PRESENTED BY NEW YORK LOTTERY • AUG 18-26
More than 50 events celebrate the 138th running of the Travers Stakes.  

For event info, visit www.nyra.com or www.saratoga.org.

376 Broadway • Saratoga Springs

Jenny Mirling
518-691-0254

238 CAROLINE STREET
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. $555,000
Wonderfully restored 1840 Federal locat-
ed near the heart of the Eastside Historic 
District, blocks to the track, school, park 
& downtown. 4 Bedrooms , 2.5 Baths

12 SARATOGA CIRCLE
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. $425,000
One-level home in Birch Run Saratoga’s 
gracious in town, town-home commu-
nity. 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

191-1/2 EAST AVENUE
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. $275,000
3 Bedrooms , 1.5 Baths. Adorable Cot-
tage on East Avenue’s only quiet spot. 4 
blocks to the track and one block to the 
East Side Recreation Field.

4 LESTERS LANE
Town of Greenfi eld $489,000
3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths – 5.08 Acres. As-
tounding details in this New England-
style reproduction in a natural, private 
setting only 9 miles to Broadway.

1063 PALMER ROAD
Broadalbin, N.Y.  $239,000
4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths - .59 Acres. Exquisite 
setting on Galway Lake 115’ lake frontage 
and privacy. Approx. 18 miles to Saratoga 
Springs and 15 miles to Amsterdam.

furlongs she has run in her two Stateside starts.
“She ran big at Monmouth; she should have won that one 

too,” Hennig said. “We got her back in May and she has 
trained forward ever since. I wasn’t really worried about re-
gression today, as she has done so well since then. We had 
never worked her on the grass, as she had been training well 
on the dirt, but she has really settled into our style of training 
and racing over here. It seems like the Lasix has been helping. 
When I saw that a horse drifted out in front of her a little bit 
and she altered course that worried me. I knew she was roll-
ing but I didn’t know if she would get up in time.”

Irwin agreed wholeheartedly.
“She should have won that first one at Monmouth but she 

had an unlucky trip,” he said. “Today, wow, how much the 
best was she? I think when you have a guy like Mark train-
ing a horse like this, he puts a lot of bottom in them; I don’t 
worry about stuff like that. He’s a good trainer and more old-

fashioned, so that’s why we gave him the horse.”
Another good move.

• Half A Note proved Bobby Barbara and Gee H.W. Stable 
made a savvy claim by winning his turf debut, scoring over 
$35,000 platers in Wednesday’s opener. Barbara claimed Half 
A Note for $25,000 last time out from David Jacobson and it 
took only 64 seconds to get a return on the investment. 

Alan Garcia had Half A Note, a gelded son of 2000 Hol-
lywood Derby winner Brahms, sitting off a half-mile in 46.33 
seconds before commencing his rally turning for home. Half 
A Note looked like he joined the running at the eighth-pole 
and powered home to score by 4 1/2 lengths over a battling 
Eddie C.

“He’s got some turf pedigree with Brahms who is by Danzig, 
so we just took a shot,” Barbara said. “We blew him out the 
other day and he worked real good, 3 furlongs in 35, and he’s a 
nice-looking horse, so we took a shot and it worked out.”

Trainer Linda Rice saw something as well. She claimed the 
winner for $35,000.

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 14

See wednesday page 16 
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• Syriana’s Song ($5.60) proved her 
runner-up performance in her debut at 
25-1 was no fluke when she wired a field 
of freshmen fillies in the second. Trained 
by Dallas Stewart for Goldmark Farm, 
Syriana’s Song went to the front im-
mediately under Calvin Borel and kept 
Tazarine at bay throughout the 5 fur-
longs before prevailing by 1 1/4 lengths. 
Syriana’s Song, a daughter of Indian 
Charlie, chased the Spinaway-bound 
Irish Smoke in her first outing Aug. 2 
while finishing more than 4 lengths clear 
of third-place finisher Constance. 

• Carlos Marquez Jr. came from Del-
aware Park for a reason – to win. 

The jockey wasn’t disappointed, 
as he guided Tejida ($9.20) to a gate-
to-wire victory in the third, a second-
level distaff allowance on the inner turf. 
Trained by Michael Matz for owner/
breeder Helen Groves, Tejida broke run-
ning under Marquez, and the pair set a 
comfortable half-mile in 47.85 seconds. 

That was all the breather they need-
ed, as Tejida spurted clear when Mar-
quez asked her in deep stretch to prevail 
by 1 1/2 lengths over Omeya. Wingspan 
continued a frustrating summer for 
trainer Todd Pletcher when she came 
home third at 1-2.

Marquez and Tejida enjoyed their 
visit to the Spa.

“She had won very easy over at Del-
aware; I never even let her run. Today 

they let me dictate the pace. If some-
body else wanted to go I would just 
let up, but they opened the doors and 
I just broke running,” Marquez said. 
“I’ve ridden some good horses but she 
is very nice. I have been here three or 
four times and I have won a couple, but 
it’s been five or six years.”

A daughter of Rahy and the Storm 
Cat mare Batique, Tejida is perfect in 
three starts this year, all under Marquez. 

“I was just kind of riding my own 
race out there. I knew Todd’s horse 
was going to be coming at the end but 
when they let me go down the backside 
I knew I was going to be OK,” Mar-
quez said. “She was just galloping and 
I knew it would take an awfully good 
horse to run by me. She’s a big, strong 
filly. She’s a handful; I could have gone 
around again.”

• Typically, 2-year-olds make the 
most dramatic improvement in their 
second lifetime starts. Beam Of Love 
($12.80) provided further evidence in 
the fourth, a 7-furlong sprint for state-
bred fillies. 

Trained by Gary Contessa, Beam Of 
Love made her  debut here Aug. 8, finish-
ing fourth in a 5-furlong dash after rally-
ing late to make up almost 6 lengths on 
winner Canadian Ballet. Wednesday she 
used the extra 2 furlongs to her advan-
tage, as she again closed strongly in the 
stretch for Eibar Coa to win going away 
by 6 3/4 lengths. A well-bred daughter 
of Prime Timber, Beam Of Love went 
for $50,000 at Ocala’s 2-year-olds-in-
training sale to owners Darlene Bilinski 
and Edward McGettigan Jr. 

• Owner Brant Laue has enjoyed a 
fine summer in Saratoga. Laue, who rac-
es under Laue Ranch, has already seen 
his Grade I winner Gun Salute return 
from an almost six-month layoff to fin-
ish a huge third to Shakespeare and Art 
Master Aug. 2. Things got a bit sweeter 
when Laue’s Love Cove ($30.80) gamely 
held off Follow My Dream in the fifth, 
an allowance/optional claimer for state-
breds over the inner turf.

Javier Castellano had Love Cove 
stalking the early pace of Appealing 
Mystery and Shoot The Bugler as the 
field made its run down the backside. As 
things bunched turning for home Castel-
lano made his move, sending Love Cove 
up to challenge the leaders. With Fol-
low My Dream and Kent Desormeaux 
bearing down on them as the wire ap-
proached, Love Cove refused to yield, 
scoring by a tenacious neck for trainer 
Tom Albertrani

“We stretched her out for the first 
time to a mile and a sixteenth. You like 
them in this New York filly-and-mare 
division to be able to go long on the 
grass,” Laue said. “She’s very versatile; 
we had been running her short at Aq-
ueduct, and then she jumped forward 
when we moved her to the turf. She 
should be a useful filly for us. I got her 
from David Cassidy and he is really en-
thused about her. It’s a nice family; the 
filly Half Heaven, who is with Dale Ro-
mans, is out of the same mare.”

Wednesday’s win could be a sign of 
things to come for Laue. 

“It’s been a good meet so far. Gun 
Salute has run well and we entered him 
in Saturday’s Gr. II Bernard Baruch, so 
this would be a nice prelude for that. It’s 
always nice to be in the winner’s circle 
at Saratoga.”

• Steve Asmussen has had the mag-
ic touch with 2-year-olds the past few 
seasons, so it was no surprise to see 
Wild Logic ($5.30) score in the sixth, a 
$50,000 maiden claimer. 

The daughter of D’wildcat had made 
four career starts coming in, one less 
than the rest of the field combined. She 
put that experience to good use under 
Shaun Bridgmohan, stalking her pace-
setting entrymate Cherokee Time in 
third before pulling away to score by 
a length over Centerport Baby, with 
Cherokee Logic third. Owned by Vin-
ery Stables and Fog City Stables, Wild 
Logic came off a neck loss at Churchill 
Downs July 5.

• Castellano waited until the last 
possible moment to pull the trigger on 
One In A Romp ($5.20) in the ninth, a 
state-bred maiden affair, but his timing 
was impeccable. The Cryptoclearance 
filly got up in the shadow of the wire 
to defeat longshot Mckenna Mae by a 
half-length. 

Under Gary Richards, Mckenna Mae 
sped to the lead, carving out a half-mile 
in 48.21 seconds while well clear of the 
field. Castellano, meanwhile, sat chilly, 
last but only 7 lengths from the long-
shot leader. 

As Richards tried to break the race 
open turning for home, Castellano put 
One In A Romp in a full drive, and 
she picked off horses one by one. With 
Mckenna Mae still 2 lengths clear inside 
the eighth-pole Castellano urged his 
mount for more, and she ground down 
Mckenna Mae just a few jumps from 
home. Trained by Hall of Famer Allen 
Jerkens for Spruce Pond Stable, One In 
A Romp won for the first time in nine 
career starts.

Wednesday’s claims: First race: Half A Note 
($35,000), Linda Rice, Linda Rice trainer. Fifth 
race: Stag Dancer ($30,000), Michael Dubb, 
Tony Dutrow trainer. Sixth race: Cherokee Time 
($50,000), Saul and Max Kupferberg, John Pari-
sella trainer; Stormy Miracle ($50,000), Rob-
ert Misa Jr., Dominic Galluscio trainer; Vesper 
($50,000), McRace Horse Stable, Leah Gyarmati 
trainer.

NEW!The Licorice Daughter:
My Year With Ruffian

by Lyn Lifshin
Available at The National Racing Museum 

191 Union Ave., Saratoga, New York
    Also available at Amazon.com and BarnesandNoble.com

IT’S EASY TO GO!
Admission Available at the Gate Or…Enjoy Prepaid Express Entry! Purchase Polo Passes in Advance

By Phone – 518.584.8108 
Online at SARATOGAPOLO.COM 
1st National Bank of Scotia - All Branches 
Saratoga Saddlery, 460 Broadway, Saratoga Springs  

GO CLUBHOUSE STYLE!  
VIP ADMISSION WITH BOX SEATING

$20.00 per Person
Includes Box Seating  

  (First Come First Served) 
Admission to Air Conditioned Clubhouse.

 

GO FREESTYLE!
GENERAL ADMISSION

$20.00 per Carload
Pull Your Car Right Up to the Action
Enjoy Polo Field Side  

   (First Come First Served).

NOW - SEPTEMBER 2, 2007 
WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY, and SUNDAY EVENINGS at 5:30 p.m.

CHOOSE HOW TO GO!

For more Information and Reservations  
Call 518.584.8108 or visit SARATOGAPOLO.COM. 

EXPERIENCE SARATOGA POLO’S AWARD-WINNING CUISINE

During the Game: Unlimited Chef’s Selection of Tapas and Mingle Fare
Every Wednesday, Friday and Sunday – All Field Locations – 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Guests will be treated to a non-stop cornucopia of tastings using the freshest  
ingredients of the day expertly-prepared and butler-passed in the VIP area  
before and during each polo match.  
Only $20 per person with Clubhouse Admission

After the Game: Saratoga Polo’s Famed Unlimited Station Dining
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday – 7 to 10 p.m.

Unlimited Food stations include five extraordinary entree selections and an array of salads, des-
serts, coffee and delectables.  A variety of choices will always be offered to satisfy every palate.   
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED.  
Only $35 per person

     SARATOGA POLO
               It’s Time to GO!

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 15

Dave Harmon
One In A Romp (right) collars Mckenna Mae near the wire in Wednesday’s finale.
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Food and Wine 
and All that Jazz!
Sunday, August 26th 2-5pm

Join us on the terrace 
overlooking beautiful Lake

George for a special afternoon
of food, wine and live Jazz.

Lakeside Gourmet Dining and Inn

Escape Packages Available!
★★★★ Times-Union Rating!

Gourmet Dining & Inn

�e Lake George Region’s Finest
Dining Experience — Lakeside.

3178 Lakeshore Drive, Lake George, NY 
Reservations suggested.  518-668-5928
Dinner served Tues.-Sun. from 5:30pm

est Rating!

Featuring the Ray Alexander Trio.  
Admission is $20. First Glass of  
Champagne is free. Wine and  

Cocktails by the glass are separate.

Crupi’s
New Castle Farm

Breaking and Training

All The Winners
Jockeys

Kent Desormeaux................................31
Cornelio Velasquez..............................29
Javier Castellano..................................20
Edgar Prado.........................................20
Garrett Gomez.....................................19
John Velazquez....................................17
Ramon Dominguez..............................16
Eibar Coa.............................................15
Rafael Bejarano...................................14
Alan Garcia..........................................11
Shaun Bridgmohan................................9
Calvin Borel...........................................8
Julien Leparoux.....................................6
Channing Hill.........................................4

Jean-Luc Samyn....................................3
Xavier Aizpuru.......................................2
Eddie Castro..........................................2
Danielle Hodsdon..................................2
Mario Pino.............................................2
Roberto Alvarado...................................1
Norberto Arroyo Jr................................1
Jose Bracetty.........................................1
Jorge Chavez.........................................1
Fernando Jara........................................1
Carlos Marquez Jr.................................1
Corey Nakatani......................................1
Raul Rojas.............................................1

Bill Mott...............................................18
Gary Contessa......................................11
Richard Dutrow......................................9
Todd Pletcher.........................................9
Tom Bush...............................................8
Steve Asmussen....................................6
Stan Hough............................................6
Kiaran McLaughin..................................6
Christophe Clement................................5
Dominic Galluscio..................................5
Linda Rice..............................................5
Barclay Tagg...........................................5
Saeed bin Suroor...................................4
Tony Dutrow..........................................4
Bobby Frankel........................................4
John Kimmel..........................................4
Rick Violette...........................................4
Nick Zito.................................................4
Charlton Baker.......................................3
Patrick Biancone....................................3
Wally Dollase.........................................3
David Donk............................................3
Mark Hennig..........................................3
Neil Howard...........................................3
Mike Hushion.........................................3
Jimmy Jerkens.......................................3
Pat Kelly.................................................3
Steve Klesaris........................................3
Carlos Martin.........................................3
Michael Matz..........................................3
Ken McPeek...........................................3
Carl Nafzger...........................................3
Angel Penna...........................................3
Dale Romans..........................................3
Rick Schosberg......................................3
Phil Serpe..............................................3
Tom Albertrani.......................................2
Billy Badgett...........................................2
Bob Baffert.............................................2
Debra Divitto..........................................2
Eoin Harty..............................................2
Mike Hernandez.....................................2
Tim Hills.................................................2
Allen Jerkens..........................................2

Bruce Levine..........................................2
Graham Motion......................................2
Atreo Persaud........................................2
Scott Schwartz.......................................2
Jonathan Sheppard................................2
Al Stall Jr................................................2
Dallas Stewart........................................2
George Weaver......................................2
Ronny Werner........................................2
Frank Alexander.....................................1
William Allyn..........................................1
Rusty Arnold..........................................1
Enrique Arroyo.......................................1
Bobby Barbara.......................................1
John Destefano Jr..................................1
Chris Englehart......................................1
Jack Fisher.............................................1
Gary Gullo..............................................1
Leah Gyarmati........................................1
John Hertler...........................................1
Roger Horgan........................................1
David Jacobson......................................1
Leroy Jolley............................................1
Scott Lake..............................................1
Michael Lauer........................................1
Wayne Lukas..........................................1
Shug McGaughey...................................1
Mike Miceli.............................................1
John Morrison.......................................1
Colum O’Brien........................................1
Jeff Odintz..............................................1
Ambrose Pascucci.................................1
Guadalupe Preciado...............................1
Pat Reynolds..........................................1
Robert Ribaudo......................................1
Tim Ritchey............................................1
Tim Ritvo...............................................1
James Ryerson......................................1
Gary Sciacca..........................................1
Howie Tesher.........................................1
Mike Trombetta......................................1
John Ward.............................................1

Trainers
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Tom Bush came back to his barn Friday afternoon 
after saddling runner-up Milk Town in the fifth race. 
Had Milk Town won, it would have been Bush’s ninth 
winner at the meet. Bush’s eight winners (from 31 
starters, through Wednesday) surpassed his previous 
Saratoga best – seven winners last year – and placed 
him high on the leader board. He trails only Bill Mott 
(18 wins), Gary Contessa, Todd Pletcher and Richard 
Dutrow.

“Finishing second,” Bush said, “you are really sat-
isfied but there is nothing like winning.”

But the trainer didn’t have time to lament the loss 
because he had immediate business to attend to upon 
his arrival at the barn. Two horses were leaving for 
their owners’ farms – one for retirement due to injury 
and the other for turnout. One of the horses dragged 
her groom out of the stall toward the awaiting van, 
and began doing pirouettes in the air.

A very calm Bush asked the groom to return the 
filly to her stall, where the shank was readjusted and 
the chain was put over her lip. This time, Bush led 
the gray filly to the van and she walked up the ramp 
without a fuss.

Bush, 56, exudes intensity when he talks about his 
profession, but his demeanor around his horses is re-
laxed. The horses are definitely responding to Bush and 
have proven to be quite generous to those who have 
backed them at the betting windows. Five of Bush’s 
winners have returned double-digit payoffs: $37.20, 
$28, $23.60, $22.40 and $13.80. His wins have come 

with all types of runners – stakes horses, allowance 
horses, maidens and claimers, and on turf and dirt.

 “We won a couple of photos and had a dead-heat, 
so that helps,” Bush said. “I never can figure out if I’m 
going to do well. Finding the right races in the condi-
tion book certainly helps.”

Bush said one of the things he has learned over time 
is patience, a trait that has become an important part 
of his training routine, particularly with horses with 
soundness issues.

“My nature is not to be patient,” he said. “I think 
the longer you do it and the more success you have, 
you learn the patience.”

Known for his work with New York-breds, Bush 
has been on the New York scene since the mid-1970s 
when he worked as foreman for the legendary Green-
tree Stable and trainer John Gaver Sr., and later as 
assistant to Angel Penna Sr. Bush also did a stint as 
a groom for Allen Jerkens. While working for Gaver, 
Bush met his future wife, Cathy, then an exercise rider. 
They married in Saratoga 26 years ago.

The heady times Bush now enjoys eluded the In-
diana native earlier in his career. After going out on 
his own in 1983, he later had to take a job as an as-
sistant to Mike Hushion to make ends meet. Bush kept 
two of his own horses in training while he worked for 
Hushion. One of them was owned by Dr. Doug Koch, 
a veterinarian.

“I never gave up training,” Bush said. “It was a 
good period for me because I was able to get my feet 
back on the ground. I worked extremely hard, but I 
was well-paid. You always have some down moments 

in this business – whether you are an owner, trainer or 
exercise rider.”

Together Koch, a New York breeder and proprietor 
of Berkshire Stud in Pine Plains, N.Y., and Bush won 
several stakes with progeny out of Passive Action, the 
dam of Sherpa Guide and Fait Accompli. Other Bush-
trained stakes winners are Gold And Roses, who won 
the John Morrissey Stakes here for the second con-
secutive year earlier in the meet; Finlandia, last year’s 
Yaddo winner; graded-stakes winner Exclusive Part-
ner; High Peaks; and Rahy’s Appeal.

Bush has built his stable up to the point where he 
now has more horses in his shedrow than ever before. 

Bush’s League

Tod Marks
Trainer Tom Bush is enjoying a solid Saratoga.

Hoosier trainer finds success at Saratoga
by karen johnson

See Bush page 19 
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Get the latest Horsemen's Information at 
equibase.com

(Just click the Horsemen’s Information area link from the homepage)

• Condition Books
• Overnights with Extras
• Stakes Book
• Stakes Nominations & Handicap Weights

Plus, get the latest on late scratches, track changes and cancellations 
from the official source for racing information

beverly’s
47 Phila Street

Saratoga Springs
583-2755

“Saratoga’s breakfast place 
to be since 1989”

Don’t Just Bet 
On Racehorses, 
Own Racehorses
With West Point Thoroughbreds you can own a percentage

of a high-potential racehorse, at a fraction of the cost

WESTPOINTTB.COM
800.578.9684

This advertisement is for 
informational purposes only 
and is not an offer to sell securities.

VENU  
NIGHTCLUB

RACETRACK NIGHT 
Every Monday

30 Caroline Street

In addition to 18 stalls here, he has an-
other 30 at Belmont. In fact, this is the 
first year in many that Bush has been 
stabled at Saratoga. In the past, he gen-
erally shipped horses here on race day.

Bush is typically candid about the 
swelling of his stable. His thoughts on 
the matter might surprise some but per-
haps are not unusual for a horseman 
who is described by Koch as “detail-
orientated.” Bush has the demeanor of 
a trainer who wouldn’t want to sacrifice 
horsemanship in the face of a growing 
stable.

“We have more horses to run and 
that is a positive,” Bush said. “You need 
the numbers to compete, but I’m not en-
amored with that amount of horses.”

But Bush is savvy and knows that as 
his numbers increase, so does his chanc-
es of winning. He is also appreciative of 
the recognition he has been receiving.

“You win races and the phone rings,” 
he said. “Mostly word of mouth has got-
ten me these horses. Some of my other 
owners have recommended me and I am 
grateful for that.”

Koch’s more than 25-year business 
relationship and friendship with Bush is 
borne out of a deep respect he has for 
the trainer.

“He is very hard-working and there is 
no quit to him” Koch said. “He doesn’t 
make many mistakes and he’s not afraid 
to get his pants dirty.”

Bush said one of the most essential 
training practices he has incorporated into 
his routine, he picked up from Jerkens.

“With Allen, the theme more than 
anything was the full-court press in get-
ting a horse ready for a race,” he said. 
“We were all over that horse; working 
on his legs, grazing him. You point to 
this race and that is what you are work-
ing toward. I still find I do that with 
my grooms. I start talking to the groom 
about that next race when I have that 
race picked out.”

Something else that Bush recalled 
from his 1 1/2 years rubbing horses for 
Jerkens was that Bush’s extreme effi-
ciency as a groom came under suspicion 
with the boss.

“I had four horses and I was in my 
little corner of the barn,” Bush said. “I 
was very efficient and organized and I 
started early and I always finished early. 
That always aggravated Allen because 
he thought I wasn’t doing the work and 
he was always coming over to see what 
I was doing.”

 Jerkens didn’t find fault then and 
doesn’t now.

“He has had some bad luck along 
the way, but he never gave up and he 
has always kept a nice and neat barn,” 
Jerkens said. “It’s nice to see him doing 
so well.”

Bush –
 Continued from page 18

This year’s exhibition will feature a � ne selection of paintings by Heather St. Claire Davis, 
Peter Smith, Larry Wheeler, Susan Van Wagoner, Shawn Faust, Robert Brower, 
Kenneth Daly, and sculptures by Kathleen M. Friedenberg and Eve Prime Fout.

Cell:(732) 804-6454, Hotel:(518) 584-4000, Ext. 27106

Christine M. Cancelli
6th Annual 

Fine Sporting 
Art Exhibition

in the Whitney Room 
of the Saratoga Hotel,

534 Broadway, Saratoga Springs

August 4th - 30th
Daily: 9:00 AM - 6 PM
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The winner of Monday’s seventh – War Monger, Pe-
ter Vegso’s lightly raced War Chant colt – ran the third-
fastest mile of the meet, behind only Grade I winner 
Shakespeare and that one’s stakes-winning half-sister 
Fantastic Shirl. Trained by Bill Mott, War Monger is 
2-for-4 and deserving of his own pedigree spotlight . . . 
but if you’ll permit some free rein, today’s insight cen-
ters on a relative of his with an intriguing biography. 
The protagonist is a half-sister to War Monger’s grand-
dam Carnival Princess – Carnauba.

The 1984 movie A Rare Breed was a sensational-
ized version of Carnauba’s tale, released the year after 
Shergar’s theft.

The cast includes the ubiquitous George Kennedy, 
Forrest Tucker (Sgt. O’Rourke from F Troop), Don 
DeFore (Mr. B from Hazel) and Tracy Vaccaro – fresh 
off her spread as the October 1983 Playboy Playmate 
of the Month (turn-offs: newspapers and underwear). 
Needless to say, the film takes a lot of liberties.

The condensed version: Vaccaro pets the blaze-
faced Noholme/Carnival Queen filly at a Fasig-Tipton 
yearling sale in 1973 and touts her to Kennedy, a 
wealthy Texan. The filly is an “extry” lot who wasn’t 
catalogued; Kennedy (having seen her for the first time 
in the ring) buys her for $25,000 after most bidders 
have left because he “always wanted to own a damn 
good filly.”

Carnauba is broken (by Vaccaro of course, after the 
men try and fail for six weeks) and is chosen by a vis-
iting Italian trainer to join his stable. Vaccaro stows 
away to Milan to be with her. Carnauba does turn out 

to be a “damn good filly,” 
winning the Criterium di 
Roma against colts and a 
few other races at 2 (the Gr. 
II Premio Chiusura against 

horses of all ages) and 3 (the Gr. I Oaks d’Italia etc.). 
She travels to England and wins the Gr. III Fred Dar-
ling Stakes. The races are called by Saratoga’s voice, 
Tom Durkin, and the viewer must take his word that 
the winner of each is Carnauba, since she and her silks 
change with every scene.

The horse is kidnapped (this is Italy in the ’70s, 
remember?) and held for ransom. A gruesome scene 
involving the severed leg of a horse delivered by mes-
senger and some snappy dialogue ensues.

Kidnapper: “ ’E loves thees ’orse, no?”
Tucker: “Well he ain’t gonna marry her so cut the 

crap!”
Then Vaccaro is also forcefully taken, and there are 

some hairy moments but in the end – due in no small 
part to the heroics of a mule who refuses to cooper-
ate with the killers – Carnauba is saved, no ransom 
having been paid and just minutes from death. For a 
nice touch, Carnauba’s people send the mule as her 
companion home to the States.

The real Carnauba was owned by a real wealthy 
Texan – Nelson Bunker Hunt – and trained by Lui-
gi Turner (Luigi Nelson in the movie). Hunt was no 
stranger to damn good fillies; his great champion 
Dahlia was 5 during the Carnauba caper. Unlike the 
horse who portrayed her, Carnauba had a small star; 
she won eight of 14 races, finished second or third 
three times, and was Italy’s champion 2- and 3-year-
old filly. She was horse-napped, “by men with steel 

in their hearts and gold in their eyes” per The Blood-
Horse, On Oct. 3, 1975, and a ransom of $300,000 
was demanded. Hunt refused to pay. The kidnappers 
had been hiding her in a girls’ riding academy but 
sold her for the price of meat after the police began to 
close in on them. She was recovered from the butcher’s 
shop Jan. 25, “about to be slaughtered” and “in such 
bad condition that she (would) not race again,” said 
Hunt’s wife.

Carnauba arrived at Bluegrass Farm in Kentucky 
March 3 in “surprisingly good condition” and con-
ceived to Hunt’s stallion Vaguely Noble March 13; 
the resultant filly was named Spirited Away to com-
memorate her mother’s saga. (A later foal was named 
Pay The Ransom.) Carnauba lived a long, healthy and 
happy life. She got six winners and one stakes winner, 
the Valid Appeal filly Valid Carnauba, from 11 foals. 
Her daughters were better broodmares: four of them 
(including Spirited Away) produced seven stakes win-
ners between them, led by millionaire Ebony Breeze 
and French highweight Shaanxi.

• • •
Canadian Horse of the Year Fanfreluche, or “Fan-

ny,” lived as “Brandy” for some six months in a rough 
wooden shed on the farm of people who’d found her 
wandering halterless and hungry around the boonies 
in 1977. Taken from her paddock at Claiborne Farm 
with plenty of forethought (and for no apparent rea-
son), Franfreluche had already produced Canadian 
Horse of the Year L’Enjoleur, and two soon-to-be Ca-
nadian champs, La Voyageuse (top 3-year-old filly of 
1978) and the colt Medaille D’Or (top 2-year-old in 
1978), as well as Grand Luxe, who exerted tremen-
dous influence in Australia as the female line of super-

pedigree 
anlaysis

Carnauba: A Captivating Tale
The Hollywood story of War Monger’s great aunt

by Frances Karon

See pedigree page 21 

CLASSIC CASUAL CLOTHING FOR MEN AND WOMEN

Sutton’s Marketplace 
Introduces a New Classic.
Tommy Bahama, Woolrich, 
Pendleton, Cutter & Buck, 
Alps and more!

SUTTON’S MARKETPLACE

ROUTE 9, QUEENSBURY

518-681-8004 • DAILY HOURS: 9AM-5:30PM

WWW.SUTTONSMARKETPLACE.COM
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The Mid-Atlantic’s 
Newest Comprehensive 

EQUINE THERAPY CENTER

Aqua Tred
Solarium Therapy
European Free Walker
Shock Wave Therapy
Magnetic Therapies
Acupuncture
Therapeutic Shoeing
Dental Care
State of the art facility houses
the latest in technological equipment designed to
promote a safe, healthy, and rapid advancement for
horses recovering from injury, making a return to
training, or to those who would bene t from a variety
of physical therapy options. Your horses will enjoy our 
Tapeta riding surface at Fair Hill.

Call Today!
Make and appointment to take advantage
of effective, affordable, and professional
services for your equine athlete.

FAIR HILL EQUINE
THERAPY CENTER

Contact Bruce Jackson: 
610-496-5080
Phone 410-620-2175 / Fax 410-620-2176
720 Training Center Drive
Elkton, Maryland 21921

sire Encosta De Lago and Flying Spur. 
Returned home two days before her 
well-intended caretaker had hoped to 
ride her in his town’s annual Christmas 
parade, Fanfreluche foaled the Secre-
tariat colt she had been carrying and he 
was duly named Sain Et Sauf, or “safe 
and sound.” While Sain Et Sauf failed 
to contribute much to the breed, the 
mare did have post-kidnapping prog-
eny for which breeders can be grateful: 
D’Accord, an important sire in the New 
York program; and L’On Vite, dam of 
Holy Roman Emperor.

The horse whose disappearance gen-
erated more conspiracy theories than 
The Da Vinci Code was Epsom Darby 
winner Shergar. Taken in 1983 and 
never returned, it is generally accepted 
that the prized stallion was killed within 
hours by IRA abductors.

In 2001, 18-year-old Group I-win-
ning stallion Magical Wonder (a half-
brother to Mt. Livermore) was seized in 
Sardinia. At the last report he was never 
retrieved.

Because horses have little value other 
than to their original owners, none of 
whom in the above cases paid the hors-
es’ captors, kidnapping them can be a 
thankless business, unless the motive 
is to make a point (as in “The Godfa-
ther”). Add to that the chance that a 
horse can be difficult to handle – as was 
Shergar, supposedly – and it can turn 
ugly quickly. 

But it all made for a good yarn that 
War Monger enabled us to segue into.

Pedigree –
 Continued from page 20

704-587-3300
www.AmericanMyBeau.com

American MyBeau 13739 Steele Creek Road, Suite 200, Charlotte, NC 28273

All-In-One Supplement Program Rich In Omega 3 & Omega 6

Jeff Snyder Photos

MyBeau® Pro, designed specifically for
performance horses, contains Creatine.
Creatine increases intra-muscular phos-
phocreatine, which is important for stor-
ing energy in muscle cells. A greater
source of energy is directly associated
with less fatigue and supports high
intensity exercise performance.

Reported results & feedback

• Rapid energy recovery after fatigue

• Nutritional support to calm horses

• Dietary support to minimize tying-up

• Increased appetite & weight gain

• Promotes strong immune & 
digestive systems 

MyBeau® extends congratulations to our customer, 
Todd Pletcher, a classic trainer. 

Our best wishes to the entire team for Rags to Riches’ 
historic Belmont Stakes-G1 win and 

for continued success in your 2007 championship season.

“The Winner’s Edge”
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GLENWOOD MANOR ANTIQUES

4 Floors
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Visit the best antique center in the North Country!
Corner of Quaker Rd (RT 254) & Glenwood Ave.

Queensbury, NY
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The Race For Education
www.racingscholarships.com

866-829-7600

RACE HORSE NOMINATIONS

Jerry Bailey Sales 
Cambus Kenneth Farm 

CJ Thoroughbreds
Tom M. Carey 

Dream Walkin’ Farm 
Austin Dwyer 

Ralph M. Evans

 Gayle Fogelson 
Gulf Coast Farms 

Kathy Harty 
Heiligbrodt  Racing 

David Ingordo 
Brereton Jones & Airdre Stud

KZ Stables 

Donald R. Lucarelli
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Moss 

Pin Oak Stud 
RLH Thoroughbreds 

Paul Saylor
Siena Racing 

Jack Smith Thoroughbreds 

Starlight Stables
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Tafel 

Carlos Vaccarezza
Team Valor

West Point Thoroughbreds 
WinStar Farm

Darley 
Bridlewood Farm

Walmac Farm 
Walmac South

Mr.& Mrs. Ann & Jerry Moss

Taylor Made Farm & Sales
Overbook Farm

Empire Stud
Crestwood Farm

WinStar Farm

STALLION SEASON DONATIONS 

THANKS to so many generous Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders, 
The Race For Education has been able to provide nearly $450,000 

in scholarships and educational services this year.  

On behalf of all of our students, thank you for your 
continued support of The Race For Education.

Photo by Tod Marks

Passion. That’s what comes across 
in the documentary Women in Ameri-
can Horse Racing produced by the hus-
band-and-wife team of John and Sandy 
Ronan. 

“The women we talked to are pas-
sionate about what they do,” said San-
dy Ronan. “There’s no other work to 
describe it. They glowed.”

When Women in American Horse 
Racing premiered June 16 at Suffolk 
Downs, it meant the culmination of 
over two years of work, including early 
research and fund raising. 

“We were a little slow getting out of 
the gate,” John Ronan said. “But I love 
racing and I love film. The result was 
worth the wait. It was great fun.”

The film highlights women from the 
backstretch to the boardroom. Take 
jockeys, for instance. There is footage 
of Julie Krone’s induction to the Hall 
of Fame, as well as a shot of Krone re-
ceiving one of her first trophies, back in 
1969. There is an interview with Tammi 
Piermarini, the leading rider at Suffolk 
Downs this summer, talking about rac-
ing strategy, male riders, and mother-
hood. There is also a nod to Emma-
Jayne Wilson, Woodbine’s leading rider 
the last two seasons.

The documentary also features inter-
views with a groom, a vet, an outrider, 
trainers and others. Sandy Ronan, who 
conducted the interviews, said the wide 
scope was important: “There really 
hasn’t been enough done on women in 
racing. And we wanted to celebrate all 
kinds of work women are doing in the 
sport.  We didn’t just want big hats in 
box seats.” 

There were big hats present for the 
premiere, however. The documentary 
and women were honored by the run-
ning of the American Storyboard Lady 
Godiva Purse, a 6-furlong sprint featur-
ing four women riders: Piermarini, Jane 
Magrell, Jordan Springer and Annie 
Sanguinetti. The race commemorated 
the first women’s race ever run, a Bill 
Veeck promotion put on in April 1969, 
at the Boston oval.

Sponsors for the movie included Dai-
ly Racing Form and Autotote. 

“Brent Diamond and Mandy Minger 
at the Form were really supportive,” 
John said. “And Rick Pullman, at Auto-
tote, was enthusiastic from the start. He 
has a great vision of how racing has to 
reach new audiences.”

Sandy Ronan is a social worker with 
a strong interest in women and work-
place issues. She was impressed by the 
attitudes of the women she interviewed. 
“The people we talked to love their 
jobs, love horses, love the whole sport. 
They were enthusiastic. Passionate. I 
keep coming back to that.” 

She describes the movie as positive, 
but accurate. It doesn’t shy away from 
difficult facts: 1,691 horses have gone 
to the post in the Kentucky Derby; there 
have been five women jockeys. There 
were awkward facts in the front of the 
house, too. In California, in the 1890s, 
a woman had to go to court to win the 
right to place her own bets. Women 
were still barred from betting at some 
tracks into the 1940s.

Women in American Horse Racing 
was created under the banner of Ameri-
can Storyboard, the couple’s non-profit 
film company based in Gloucester, Mass. 
John Ronan, a writer who also teaches 
film, formed the company in 2000. An 
earlier production was on schooners: 
Gloucester’s Adventure: An American 
Story. That production won national 
awards (Gold Aurora, Telly) and was 
aired on PBS stations and offered as a 
pledge premium.

“Horse racing is a long way from 
schooners,” John admitted . “But I have 
always loved racing. I practically lived 
at Arlington Park and Hawthorne and 
Sportsman’s Park, in Chicago, when I 
was younger. I’ve cut my teaching back 
to just a couple of film courses so I’ve 
got time to get back to that first love.”

Women in American Horse Racing 
will be featured at the Terry Lindsey 
Equidae Gallery at the Holiday Inn in 
Saratoga Springs Friday, Aug. 31 at 10 
a.m.

‘Women in racing’
film released 

Saratoga showing set for Aug. 31

 S Robert Scanlon
Training Center

Rags To Riches

 GRADED STAKES-WINNING GRADUATES RECEIVED 
EARLY TRAINING AT SCANLON TRAINING CENTER:

A eet Alex • Bernardini • Circle Of Life • Celtic Melody • Lion Heart 
Seattle Fitz • Master David • Artax  •  Sarava • Songandaprayer

Songster • Stevie Wonderboy • Texas Glitter • Unbridled’s Song
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 David Scanlon
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Robert Scanlon Training Center S
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Exhibit

Gideon Putnam Hotel 
Blue Room Gallery
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(Sculpture exhibit ends August 28)  
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There are a lot of things I consider myself, some 
true, some false (but don’t tell me). Handicapper 
would be near the bottom of the list. 

I like to handicap and I like to bet, but I look at 
both as entertainment. I don’t play golf, I don’t col-
lect anything, so a little betting here and there is rec-
reation money. 

Somehow this summer, I was voted in as the fourth 
guy in the New York Post’s handicapping contest for 
the Saratoga meet. “Showdown at Saratoga” pits four 
“experts” against each other. Start out with $1,800, 
bet up to $50 a day, most money at the end of the 
meet wins. Sounds simple. Sounds easy. 

“I’m not a handicapper” doesn’t deter anyone 
from choosing me as the fourth guy. Representing 
OTB, they call me a “backstretch insider.” Mom 
would be so proud. College graduate, former jockey 
turned New York Post tout. My wife, Annie, showed 
the paper to a friend in Manhattan. 

“What does this mean? Your husband is a race-
track gambler?”

Forgetting the image and thinking positively, I fig-
ure I’ll give it a shot, I’ve got a bunch of handicapper 
friends who will help.

About four weeks in and it’s been a little like John 
Velazquez at the gate – up and down.

So, there I am in the Saratoga Race Course pic-
nic area Sunday afternoon, taking an easy day while 
watching and betting some races when I remember 
the Showdown for Monday.

I do some quick handicapping while leaning on a 
trash can and make my selections. All I know is my 
bankroll is in the red but I need to find out the actual 

number, so I scour the picnic area for a New York 
Post.

Finally, I see a tattered copy in a lawn chair. 
“Mind if I take a look at this?”
“Yeah, no problem.”
Turning to the Showdown page, I start jotting 

down my bets of the day and current bankroll. The 
man whose New York Post I’m borrowing sidles up to 
my shoulder and looks at the photos of John DaSilva, 
Ed Fountaine, Vic Cangialosi and Sean Clancy.

“Those guys suck.”
I don’t even look up. Pulling my hat down farther 

and pushing my sunglasses flush to my eyes, I do the 
most prudent thing. 

“Yeah, sure do. I’d never go with what they say.”
Then slink away to lose another $50 for the day. 

Am I really this bad?
It’s an interesting concept, handicapping. I’m just 

not very good at it. Or is it that tough? That’s what 
I can’t grasp.

So far, I’ve touted nine winners –  Sharp Susan, 
Sargent Seattle, Divine Fortune, Duchess Of Roke-
by, Banrock, Lady Joanne, Texas Elegance and T. D. 
Vance – and I’m down $194. How can that be?

But losing an imaginary bankroll isn’t what’s both-
ering me. It’s my mood. 

I’m starting to blame jockeys. I’ve agonized well 
into the next morning about a bad trip on the turf. I 
imagine holes opening up on the hedge while driving 
to work. I’ve started to listen to touts. I’ve slumped to 
the winner’s circle after an epic performance because 
my horse ran out. Not good. 

Like yesterday. I loved One In A Romp after 
watching her bungle the break in her previous start, 
then see Allen Jerkens work her five eighths, stretch 
her out to 1 1/8 miles, go turf to dirt. Love her. So, 
being down and everything, I hook her up in exotics 
that I can’t even type – is it part wheel, or key, or box 
over with? 

Anyway, I hook her up on top of exactas and tri-
ples. One In A Romp gets up in the waning strides to 
nail Mckenna Mae, a longshot of Tommy Walsh’s. 
The Chief wins one and low-profile Walsh looks like 
he’s got a nice horse. Great race. I’m despondent, my 
imaginary bankroll takes another hit as my exacta 
goes one-three and my triple goes one-three-four (and 
I think five if I can even figure out my wagers). 

Does betting really have to take such a toll? I used 
to root for a good story. Now, I’m rooting for the 
2-4-6 in the third. 

Pssst, got anything live today?

Posted: Help Wanted

Clermont Farms
HORSEMANSHIP • STEWARDSHIP • QUALITY • DETAIL

737 Woods Rd., Clermont, NY 12526
518-610-1013 • Liz O’Connell, Manager • 518-537-5509 Fax

We’re All About Your Horse...
...UP CLOSE, PERSONAL, HANDS ON

We tailor every horse’s program to its immediate 
needs and continuing requirements. Daily handling, 
evaluation and observation keep your horse on course and 
allow for immediate adjustments. Our team of respected 
veterinarians and farriers are in constant communication.

Clermont’s 260+ acres include dozens of paddocks and 
pastures, miles of four-board and diamond mesh fencing, 
automatic waterers, and lush grasses. The barns feature 
oversized stalls, cement block construction, steel mesh 
doors and staff onsite 24/7.

Skilled management and an exceptional facility provide 
the framework for your horse to thrive and succeed at 
Clermont Farms, and beyond. 

Clermont Farms is accepting Yearlings for post-Sales Letdown
and we have openings in our Broodmare and Nursery Divisions.

  CUP OF COFFEE

By Sean Clancy



WATCH AND WAGER ON SARATOGA STEEPLECHASES

Thursday, July 26
$68,000 Allowance/optional claiming hurdle.

Thursday, August 2
$70,000 Jonathan Kiser Memorial novice hurdle stakes.

Thursday, August 9
$80,000 added A.P. Smithwick Memorial Stakes (Gr. II).

Thursday, August 16
$68,000 Allowance/optional claiming hurdle.

Thursday, August 23
$70,000 M.G. Walsh Memorial novice hurdle stakes.

Wednesday, August 29
$70,000 Novice/allowance hurdle.

 Thursday, August 30
$150,000 added New York Turf Writers Cup Stakes (Gr. I).

National Steeplechase Association
Fair Hill, Maryland

www.nationalsteeplechase.com • (410) 392-0700
Bill Gallo, Director of Racing (443) 553-1882 

Thank you NYRA and New York Horsemen for your continued commitment to steeplechase racing.

Bring your horse!
Steeplechase racing welcomes new owners and can extend your Thoroughbred’s career. 
• $5 million in total purses.
• Five Grade I stakes worth $150,000-plus.
• Lucrative “novice” program for 
 fi rst- and second-year horses.
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