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HAMMERTOWN INSURANCE AGENCY
“PROTECTING EQUINE INVESTMENTS”

Contact: Anya Sheckley  PO Box 90, Pine Plains, NY 12567
Tel: 646-872-6843     Email: info@hammertowninsurance.com
Fax: 518-398-5143   Web: www.hammertowninsurance.com

Call to discuss “Fall of the Hammer” 
coverage for the upcoming sales.

Worth Repeating
“I got some Crazy Glue.”

Exercise rider when asked if she had gotten stitches yet

“You hear something?”
Jockey mike Luzzi as his agent, Sal Russo, called his name

“What’s the headline? Yankees Win.”
Nick Santagata when looking 

at The Saratoga Special Thursday morning; no Phillies Win.

“Heavy.”
Jump jockey Paddy Young, under a jacket, 

when asked if he was cold Thursday morning

“People were complaining that horse people only work half a day. Yeah, 
sun up to sun down.”

Trainer Leo O’Brien Thursday morning

“We don’t run, she breaks her maiden here and then maybe we’d be looking 
at the Spinaway.”

Trainer Rick Violette, asked what would have happened 
if they didn’t take the race off the grass when Worstcasescenario 

broke her maiden at Belmont Park, her only start before 
winning the Adirondack (she was entered main Track Only)

“Don’t worry. Everybody noticed.”
Violette, talking about sleeping in until 7 o’clock Wednesday morning

Trainer Jack fisher: “Will you be in a better mood now?”
Trainer Tom Voss (whose horse won Thursday): “I’m so tired of that.”
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The Saratoga Special
Steeplechase Times

Thoroughbred Racing Calendar
The Best of The Saratoga Special

Saratoga Days and other acclaimed 
products and services 

within the equine industry.
Call us about your editorial needs.

“Editorial excellence is not a goal to be 
sought and one day acquired and then 
retired to the trophy case. It is instead 
an ambition which must be pursued 
each day, never ending, never totally 

achieved. That striving, that ambition is 
an essential part of our newspapers, a 

cornerstone of what we have been, 
what we are, and what we will be.”

– Lee Hills, Pulitzer Prize winner, 
Knight Ridder chief executive, in 1974

Here & There at Saratoga

Tod Marks
Steve Asmussen’s lead pony, Poncho, shows that he got up early Thursday morning.

Quote of the Morning

1-800-523-8143
HoRsE TRanspoRTaTion

“She went in a blazing 1:09 for 5 furlongs prior to winning the 
Indiana Distaff. My other horse that worked with her went in 
59 and change. Maybe 10 or 15 years ago I would have blown 
a gasket but I just chuckled and thought it was funny.”

Trainer Tom Proctor, 
about Lake Placid runner Keertana
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Here & There at Saratoga

Sarah Jean Condon
IN THE WEEDS. A practice rider guides his mount on a Saratoga morning.

Still Worth Repeating
“I’m so mad, I hit her too much.”

Jockey Alan Garcia, after winning 
the Adirondack aboard Worstcasescenario

“Believe it or not, she’s bred for the turf.”
Garcia about Worstcasescenario, 

a daughter of forbidden Apple

“I’ve got six years, he’s only 4.”
Trainer Todd Wyatt, 

on the future of steeplechaser You The man

“I picked the three favorites without knowing 
anything.”

Doc Richardson, after handicapping 
the jump race Thursday morning

“You’ve got a picture of a lawn mower and noth-
ing about M.G.”

Assistant Rober Cutler, looking for an article 
on his former boss, Hall of fame trainer 

m.G. Walsh (The Special did feature a lawn 
mower on page 2 Thursday morning)

Weather
Today: Clouds with showers and scattered thun-
derstorms. High 82. Chance of rain 60 percent.
Tonight: showers and scattered thunderstorms. 
Low 72.
Saturday: Scattered thunderstorms possible. 
High in the 70s. Low in the mid 60s.
Sunday: Few showers. High in the mid 70s, low 
in the upper 50s.
monday: Mix of sun and clouds. High in the 70s, 
low in the mid 50s. 

By The Numbers
$560: Total cost of a Pick Six ticket purchased 
by six of The Special’s employees.

$48.50: Total return on the ticket for picking 
five out of six.

T-Shirt of the Day
“Not only am I perfect, but I’m Irish.”

Name of the Day
Try this handicapping tool on for size. Twen-

ty-eight horses have earned the honor of Name 
of the Day from The Special thus far at the 
2009 meet. One was a yearling, and four have 
scratched. The remaining entrants have a record 
of 23-5-4-3 (a win percentage of .217).

Furthermore, if you placed a $2 win bet on 
each of the live 23 you would be up $10.50 
($56.50 in total winnings for $46 worth of tick-
ets) for the meet. 

The Name of the Day winners are: Attrac-
tive Ride ($20.80 in the ninth race July 31), 
Just Ben ($4.10 in the third Aug. 13), Mother 
Russia ($6.00 in the ninth Aug. 13), Theartof-
compromise ($15.40 in the third Aug. 15) and 
D’Funnybone ($10.20 in the ninth Thursday).

So, without further adieu . . .

Ouchy Night, first race. Owned and bred by Edi-
tion Farm, the 3-year-old filly is a daughter of 
Cactus Ridge and Minetonightsfirst.

Book, fourth race. Owned and bred by Carl Buhr, 
the 3-year-old gelding is out of Spiral Binder.
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Rick Dutrow got the phone call 
shortly after Mary’s Follies won her 
turf debut in Monmouth Park’s Boiling 
Springs Stakes June 27. Paul Pompa was 
looking to purchase the filly and wanted 
his trainer’s thoughts. Dutrow watched 
her determined win in the Grade III and 
was impressed. 

“Paulie had seen the race and was all 
over it and so he told me about her.” 
Dutrow said. “I went looking into it, 
saw her win that race and liked what I 
saw. He went ahead and bought her and 
we’ve just tried to keep a good thing go-
ing.”

They try to build on that mindset to-
day when Mary’s Follies starts as one 
of the choices in a contentious renewal 
of the Grade II Lake Placid Stakes for 
3-year-old fillies. Run at 9 furlongs on 
the Mellon Turf, the $150,000 race 
lured eight well-matched runners who 
look to emerge as the leaders of a mud-
dled division.

Mary’s Follies was a relative unknown 
when she won the Boiling Springs in the 
care of trainer John Forbes. The daugh-
ter of More Than Ready had won two 
of five career starts but had never start-
ed on turf prior to her half-length score. 

The win caught Pompa’s attention and 
he purchased the filly and turned her 
over to Dutrow, who has had a long 
string of successes with new acquisi-
tions (see Big Brown).

“Basically when I get a new horse I 
hope we can keep them going forward 
without having to make any major ad-
justments. You hope to push the right 
buttons and have clear sailing,” Dutrow 
said. “When that’s not the case we just 
keep adjusting and trying to find the 
right ones to get the horse going in the 
right direction. This filly came in the 
right way and we just continued on 
with her basic training. She’s been very 
low maintenance since we got her and 
that’s helped out a lot. We haven’t had 
to do much at all with her.”

Dutrow earmarked the Spa’s Lake 
George July 31 as Mary’s Follies’ first 
start in his care but heavy rains hit town 
and knocked the race off the turf while 
rendering the main track sloppy. He 
started his filly anyway and Mary’s Fol-
lies ran well to finish second to the ac-
complished dirt runner Be Fair. Dutrow 
was hardly disappointed, but admits 

Lake PLaCiD STakeS PRevieW

Connie Bush
mary’s follies goes for Rick Dutrow in the Lake Placid this afternoon.

ice Follies
Purchased in spring, ‘Mary’ tackles turf stakes

by bRIan nadeaU

See Lake PLacid page 6
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he’s concerned about the quick turn-
around.

“She’s been doing good since the Lake 
George and I was happy with everything 
but the end result of that race,” Dutrow 
said. “But ideally I would like a bit more 
than three weeks. Yet on the other hand 
we feel like it’s a wide-open race with 
us leading the way so we’ll take a shot. 
She’s a versatile horse that gives every in-
dication 9 furlongs won’t be a problem 
so we’re looking forward to Friday.”

Ramon Dominguez has the call.
Shared Account enters off a tough 

head loss in the Grade III Virginia Oaks 
at Colonial Downs July 18. Trained by 
Graham Motion for Sagamore Farm, 
the daughter of Pleasantly Perfect won 
her first two starts on the main track 
but struggled in a pair of Grade II starts 
this winter at Gulfstream Park that left 
Motion scratching his head. The trainer 
changed tactics and Shared Account has 
come to hand since moving to the turf 
two starts back, when she finished third 
in the Perfect Sting Stakes at Belmont 
Park in June. Motion is still not sure 
what went wrong in Florida.

“I don’t necessarily know if turf has 
been the key but for whatever reason she 
just did not do well,” he said. “I took 
her down there thinking I had a very 
nice filly – I ran her in all the big races 
– but obviously she just didn’t do well. 
She looked just dreadful down there. It 
could have been the heat, I still really 
don’t know, but for whatever reason she 
went through a really bad phase and I 
had to get her out of there. We brought 
her back up to Fair Hill and literally 
forgot about her for a month. Finally 
when she started looking better we ran 
her at Delaware and Jeremy (Rose) said 
she might be more of a grass type.”

Shared Account won that race, a sec-
ond-level allowance, in May but moved 
to the the turf in the 1 1/16-mile Perfect 
Sting and she responded with a strong 
late run to finish third. That try inspired 
the ship to Colonial for the 9-furlong 
Oaks and Shared Account rallied from 
fourth to just miss behind Blind Date.

“She ran a big race at Belmont so 
when we went to Colonial I thought she 
would run well. The one-turn, 1 1/16 
miles was a bit short for her at Belmont 
so I knew going to Colonial would suit 
her,” Motion said. “Colonial was a 
breakthrough and she stepped up to run 

Saturday, October 17th, 2009
Featuring the

$500,000 West Virginia Breeders Classic
$500,000 "Cavada" Breeders Classic
And Seven Breeders Classics Races

TV Coverage on Fox Sports Net & HRTV

Now a Two Million 
Dollar Night of Racing!

Post Time 7:15 p.m.  • Charles Town Races And Slots  • Charles Town, WV  • Reservations: 800-795-7001

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd. •  P.O. Box 1251  • Charles Town. WV 25414  • 304-725-0709 • www.wvbc.com

SAM HUFF – CEO  •  CAROL HOLDEN – PRESIDENT  •  THERESA BITNER – EXEC. SECRETARY

brisnet.com
information is our business

Bloodstock Research Information Services
801 Corporate Drive • Lexington, Kentucky 40503
800.354.9206 • 859.223.4444

®

For over 37 years, Bloodstock Research has been
designing pedigree reports that tell you when to be the last person under the gavel.

Lake Placid –
 Continued from page 4

See Lake PLacid page 7

Antiques

GLENWOOD MANOR ANTIQUES

3 Floors
30 Dealers • 29th Year

Voted the best antique center in the North Country!
Corner of Quaker Rd (RT 254) & Glenwood Ave.

1 Mi. EAST OF EXIT 19
Open Daily Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-6

518-798-4747
glenwoodmanorantiques.com

Dark Tuesday Specials!
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well in a graded race. The 9 furlongs is 
big for her; we always thought it would 
be. We’ve always had some expectations 
for her. When we beat Magical Affair at 
Laurel (in her first start) we knew right 
away we had a pretty nice filly.”

Edgar Prado, who rode Shared Ac-
count for the first time at Colonial, has 
the return call. 

Phipps Stable’s homebred Conse-
quence finished fourth in the Lake 
George for Shug McGaughey. Prior to 
that run the daughter of El Prado took 
the American 1000 Guineas at Arling-
ton Park in May for her first career 
stakes score. Last year, she broke her 
maiden on the Mellon course and looms 
a stretch threat for John Velazquez.

Keertana (Jose Lezcano) was sched-
uled to run in the Lake George but 
trainer Tom Proctor opted to scratch 
Barbara Hunter’s homebred daughter 
of Johar in favor of the Lake Placid. 
Keertana is undefeated in three turf 
starts this year, including a score in the 
Grade III Regret at Churchill Downs in 
June and stretched her legs with a pair 
of 5-furlong turf breezes since Proctor 
elected to skip the Lake George.

“In hindsight, passing on the race 
here the other day might work out be-
cause she did run three races pretty close 
together this summer,” Proctor said. “I 
wasn’t all that worried about running 
(in the Lake George) anyway so this 
could be a blessing. She’s such an easy 
horse to train and has been doing well 
up here so we feel like we’re in with a 

shot though it’s a tough group.”
Katara (Alan Garcia) finished third 

behind Shared Account in the Oaks for 
Whitewood Stable and Michael Matz. 
The well-bred daughter of Pulpit was 
forced six-wide at Colonial but closed 
from 10th in her graded stakes debut. 
That effort was in stark contrast to Ka-
tara’s turf debut at Gulfstream in Feb-
ruary when she ran eighth in an entry-
level allowance. 

Miss Keller (Kent Desormeaux), also 
scratched out of the Lake George, reap-
pears for Three Chimneys Racing and 
Roger Attfield. The Irish-bred daughter 
of Montjeu made seven starts in her na-
tive country for trainer John Oxx and 
scored twice this year. Three Chimneys 
purchased Miss Keller after she ran 
fourth in the listed Kilboy Stakes at 
the Curragh July 12 and she makes her 
American debut. 

Lawrence Goichman’s homebred My 
Magic Moment (Rajiv Maragh) looks 
to score her first win of 2009 for trainer 
Tom Albertrani. The daughter of For-
est Wildcat took the Missy Moo I Love 
You Stakes last October to close out her 
juvenile campaign but her stretch run 
has come up short in four stakes assign-
ments this season. In her last start My 
Magic Moment rallied from 10 lengths 
behind to just miss by three-quarters in 
the Dam Little at Belmont on July 17.

Kiddari (Shaun Bridgmohan) makes 
her turf debut for Lyon Stables and Bill 
Mott. The daughter of Smarty Jones en-
ters off a fourth in the Jersey Girl Stakes 
at Belmont July 15. 

Casanova Move (no rider named) is 
entered as main-track-only for Ned Ev-
ans and Todd Pletcher.

 

 

 

Today’s Racing Digest 
Providing Unique Handicapping Information to Thousands of Horseplayers every race day since 1970. 

Now  Available 
for Saratoga 

  Today’s Free Race Analysis 

"I basically do three things, the first of which combines reading 
with statistical handicapping.  I use the Racing Digest, which is 
my computer on paper, the Daily Racing Form, and a couple of 
independent clockers who are pretty good." Professional 
Handicapper James E. Allard AKA "Jimmy The Hat" - from 
an interview published in the March/April 2009 edition of Horse Player Magazine 

 Download the full Saratoga Digest at www.todaysracingdigest.com for only $5.00  
use promo code SART2009 to receive 50% off your next 2 Digest purchases 

Today’s Free Fractional Charting by Today’s Racing Digest 
(Projected times at each point of call for today’s race) 

Make Better Handicapping Decisions Quicker and 
With More Confidence 

Expert Race Analysis 
Paddock Profiles 
Class and Pace Analysis 
Claim Analysis 
Speed and Pace figures 

Performance Ratings for 
each horse 
Class and Pace Analysis 
Fractional Charting 
Quick Picks 

Different than Other Handicapping Publications 

Running lines adjusted to 
today’s race distance and 
surface 
Unique jockey/trainer stats 
Key race features 
Paddock Profile 

Workout analysis (currently 
only California) 
Running style stats and 
analysis 
Track Bias 
Horses to Watch (BTL) 

 

RACE # 3 Saratoga, August 20, 2009 
China was extremely impressive beating Maidens at Keeneland April 23.  He 
earned a big rating that day and could be tough to beat if he transfers that synthetic 
form to the dirt.  He's our HF 15a and he's coupled with Interactif, who beat Maidens 
at first asking before failing to threaten Graded Stakes foes July 30.  Soundman 
was 3rd with this kind June 11 at Churchill before trying Graded Stakes foes in his 
last two.  He should appreciate the drop in class and merits contender status.  
Honor In Peace was impressive beating Maidens at Churchill May 13, then shipped 
to England where he set the pace before tiring badly in the Chesham Stakes going 
seven furlongs on the grass June 20.  He could rebound with the shorter trip and 
return to dirt racing, but how much did that overseas trip take out of this 2-year-old.  
Bricklayer finished in front of Soundman in the Grade II Sanford July 30.  He came 
from off the pace in his Maiden win and might benefit the most from a suicidal pace 
duel should all these speedy 2-year-olds get to dueling early by Today’s Racing Digest 

 
NAME- BY ORDER 

OF FINISH  1/4   1/2    3/4 FINISH LF 
   TRK, DATE & 

RCS BK 
 (Avg This Level) :22.5 :45.7 :58.0 01:11.1    

1 China (b)  22.5 45.6  01:11.5 25.9   KEE-04/23/09-1 

2 Honor In Peace (a)  22.8 46.8  01:11.9 25.1   CD-05/13/09-1 

3 Interactif (b)  22.8 46.8  01:12.0 25.2   MTH-07/05/09-2 

4 Soundman  22.7 46.2 59.1 01:12.7 26.5   CD-07/03/09-2 

5 Dp The Facilitator (a) 22.9 46.1  01:12.9 26.8   CD-06/11/09-1 

6 Red Rally (c)  23.2 46.8 59.3 01:13.0 26.2   CNL-07/25/09-1 

7 Bricklayer #  23.7 46.5 59.3 01:13.0 26.5   SAR-07/30/09-1 

8 Moon Nistle (c)  23.3 46.6  01:13.5 26.9   PID-07/16/09-1 

Lake Placid –
 Continued from page 6

Connie Bush
Shared Account, with Alice Clapham, makes a run at the Lake Placid title today.
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Saratoga’s Finest Selection of 
Sportswear, memorabilia, 

collectables, jewelry & gifts 
for horse racing fans.
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Doremifasollatido
Karakorum Fugitive

What A Pear
 Comeback

Option
Jazz Hands
 Red Rally
Soundman
Bricklayer

 Cappella Reale
Dontstealmyland

Book
 Jamaludin
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Doc N Roll
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Couture Cat

Manaahil
 Luv Gov

Dreamed Day
Blue Whistler

 Shared Account
Consequence

Keertana
 Pernice

Marscaponi
Mr. Enrico 

John
Shapazian

Doremifasollatido
Karakorum Fugitive

Sapphire Sky
Sal Paradise
The Mayor
Comeback
Soundman
Red Rally
Bricklayer

Cappella Reale
Petey Bedouin

Suttle Rich
Angliana

Of All Times
Hold Your Ground

Sing My Song
Awesome Maria
Awesome Vow

Luv Gov
Blue Whistler

Turaath
Casanova Move
Shared Account

Keertana
Pernice

Peterdidit
Marscaponi

Doremifasollatido
Karakorum Fugitive

Ouchy Night
 Sal Paradise

Option
Telemachus

 Scherer Entry
Ward Entry

Pletcher Entry
 Dontstealmyland

Cappella Reale
Ask Ommadon

 Jamaludin
Oedipus O’Neal

Doc N Roll
 Dynazaper

McLaughlin Entry
Awesome Maria
 Dreamed Day
Blue Whistler

Ice Road
 Casanova Move

Consequence
Miss Keller

 Titletown Tiger
Marscaponi
Peterdidit

Doremifasollatido
Karakorum Fugitive

Sapphire Sky
 The Mayor
Comeback
Jazz Hands

 China
Red Rally
Bricklayer

 Cappella Reale
Dontstealmyland
Mailbu Gardens

 Jamaludin
Of All Times

Bordeaux Bandit
 Awesome Maria
Sing My Song

Dynazaper
 Sheila’s Magic
Blue Whistler

Blackberry Road
 Keertana

Shared Account
My Magic Moment

 Marscaponi
Mr. Vantastic

Peterdidit

Doremifasollatido
Karakorum Fugitive

What a Pear
 Sal Paradise
The Mayor
Orrsville
 China

Soundman
Ward Entry

 Cappella Reale
Ask Ommadon

Dontstealmyland
 Angliana
Jamaludin
Doc N Roll

 Awesome Maria
Manaahil

Couture Cat
 Blue Whistler
Dreamed Day

Luv Gov
 Casanova Move

Mary’s Follies
Consequence

 Pernice
Peterdidit

Mr. Vantastic

Gaile
Fitzgerald

Power

RACE 1: DOREMIFASOLLATIDO added blinkers and dueled with favorite 
Dance Gal Dance in the Fleet Indian and held well to finish second. An 
alert beginning might allow her to shake free early. KARAKORUM FUGITIVE 
closed late to just miss the choice (and stablemate) in the Fleet Indian and 
now adds blinkers, so look for her to be a bit closer in the early stages. 
SAPPHIRE SKY freaked in the sloppy Bouwerie at Belmont in May and is 
the one to fear in the lane.

RACE 2: A few years ago when Nick Zito added blinkers to a horse it was 
like printed money. The angle has slowed a bit recently but it’s still viable 
and SAL PARADISE had speed versus open maidens to begin with, so this 
drop should make him double tough. THE MAYOR takes the same drop and 
would be no surprise at underlaid odds. COMEBACK woke up earlier in the 
meet and merits consideration.

RACE 3: SOUNDMAN backs out of graded stakes competition and goes for 
a hot barn that already has a pair of juvenile wins at the meet. This angle 
worked for these connections Wednesday as well. RED RALLY was one of 
five horse to exit the June 11 maiden at CD and win, so even though he’s 
yet to score over dirt he hits hard here. Drew well and can set the pace or 
stalk. BRICKLAYER adds blinkers and drew the perfect attack post for his 
late-running style. The one to fear in the lane.

RACE 4: CAPPELLA REALE looks like a shrewd claim and Jacobson has 
some big numbers with turf-to-dirt as well. Drops from open maiden-
claimers to the state-bred variety, and that’s some huge class relief. PETEY 
BEDOUIN was too bad to be true at this level 13 days ago but a return to 
form gives him a chance. SUTTLE RICH woke up on turf in his last so 
maybe he’s heading the right way.

RACE 5: Well, we got Kenny McPeek off the pine the other day so it’s time 
to do the same for Bruce Levine, who sends out OF ALL TIMES after a 
10-month break. Gets the Mig in a paceless race, and he’s as good as there 
is when allowed to control the splits. HOLD YOUR GROUND is the main 
danger and would be no surprise but the short price just isn’t worth the 

risk. The same applies to dropper JAMALUDIN. If on dirt: Angliana, Muni-
tion, French Transition.

RACE 6: SING MY SONG looked hopeless August 2 when she dropped back 
turning for home but rallied like a wild horse late so maybe she figured it 
out in the final furlong. AWESOME MARIA will be a heavy favorite and looks 
much the best, but you’ve got to worry about the dreaded bounce and an 
additional 1 ½ furlongs all at about 4-5. Not my kind of play. AWESOME 
VOW was sent off at 8-1 for a low percentage barn August 7, so there might 
be some talent here. 

RACE 7: LUV GOV drew the parking lot earlier in the meet but was still 
beaten less than 7 lengths. Goes inside and gets Theriot, who has done 
wonders with the Lukas runners the past two seasons. The call to post the 
upset. BLUE WHISTLER goes back to the dirt and was progressing nicely 
earlier in the year. TURAATH had a dream trip but still only beat the choice 
by 3 ½ lengths, so I’ll try to beat him on top.

RACE 8: SHARED ACCOUNT enters as the “now” horse and still might be 
on the upswing. Broke through when she just missed at CNL and can con-
tinue the progression here. KEERTANA was on target for the Lake George 
but scratched when it came off; has worked well in the interim. CONSE-
QUENCE did run that day and disappointed when last of four. The return 
to the lawn should help. If on dirt: Casanova Move, Mary’s Follies, Shared 
Account.

RACE 9: PERNICE had a brutal trip at Belmont but has been freshened and 
can save all the ground from the rail. PETERDIDIT is slowly getting the 
hang of things and should be right there. MARSCAPONI has had a ton of 
chances and will get there one of these days. If on dirt: Mr. Enrico, Title-
town Tiger, Handled Affair.

  Friday’s detailed analysis By Brian nadeau

Sallee Horse Vans
1-800-967-VANS  (772) 260-2586
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Don’t Just 

Be a 

Spectator, 

Be an 

Owner

John Egan (jegan@markelcorp.com)
859-224-7026 or 859-361-6039 (cell)

Remember to ask your insurance agent for a Markel quote today.

Catch the Markel freshman sire  
competition and newsletter at:

www.thoroughbred-insurance.comMeet Cornell Vet School’s Michael Wildenstein FWCF (Hons) on“Build a
Better Hoof” Learn about hoof problems and 

solutions for what’s ailing New York horses this wet summer
Tuesday August 25
2:00 pm  � $15 per person

Info: www.hoofcare.blogspot.com; tel 978 281 3222; RSVP for Tour 518 274 5267

SARATOGA:
Health, History, Horses..

AND HOOVES!
“Origins of the Modern Horseshoe”

Lecture and Demonstrations at

BURDEN IRON WORKS MUSEUM
East Industrial Parkway, Troy

Site of the first and largest horseshoe 
factory in America, cited as a deciding
asset in Union dominance in Civil War

DARK TUESDAY HOOFCARE LAMENESS EVENT IN HISTORIC TROY

friday, August 21. Post Time 1 p.m. Entries with program number, post 
position, jockey, trainer, and morning-line odds.

1ST (1:00) 7 fURLONGS BIOGIO’S ROSE S. fILLIES 3YO NY BRED 
PURSE: $70,000
1  1 Essex Ferry ................Coa E M ............... Lerman Roy  ..........30-1
2  2 Karakorum Fugitive ...Lezcano J ............. Jerkens James A .....3-1
3  3 Sapphire Sky .............Velazquez J R ....... Donk David ..............6-1
4  4 Ouchy Night ..............Prado E S ............. Bush Thomas M ......8-1
5  5 Doremifasollatido ......Maragh R ............. Jerkens James A .....8-5
6  6 What a Pear ...............Velasquez C .......... Parker Joseph .........5-1
7  7 Olde Glamour ............Luzzi M J .............. Martin Frank ............8-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (1-3), Daily Double 

2ND (1:33) 7 fURLONGS 3&UP mDN CLm ($20,000) PURSE: $22,000
1  1 Option .......................Albarado R J ........ Nicks Ralph E ..........3-1
2  2 Sal Paradise ..............Dominguez R A .... Zito Nicholas P ........4-1
3  3 Orrsville .....................Castellano J J ....... Weaver George ........8-1
4  4 Cantrushperfection ....Morales S ............. Jacobson David .....20-1
5  5 Jazz Hands ................Coa E M ............... Galluscio Dominic ...6-1
6  6 The Mayor .................Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd A .......7-2
7  7 Telemachus ...............Lezcano J ............. Jerkens H Allen .......8-1
8  8 Comeback .................Leparoux J R ........ Maker Michael J ......6-1
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (2-4) Pick 4 Races 
(2-5), Daily Double 

3RD (2:06) 6 fURLONGS 2 YO ALLOW OC ($75,000) PURSE: $52,000
1  2 Dp the Facilitator .......Chavez J F ............ Ward Wesley A ........8-1
1A 6 Honor in Peace ..........Albarado R J ........ Ward Wesley A ........8-1
2  3 China .........................Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd A .......8-5
2B 4 Interactif ....................Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd A .......8-5
3  5 Red Rally ...................Castanon J L ........ Scherer Merrill R .....3-1
3X 7 Moon Nistle ...............Maragh R ............. Scherer Merrill R .....3-1
4  1 Soundman .................Theriot H J II ........ Lukas D Wayne .......5-2
5  8 Bricklayer ..................Castellano J J ....... Alexander Frank A ...5-1
A-Coupled: Dp the Facilitator and Honor in Peace
B-Coupled: China and Interactif
C-Coupled: Red Rally and Moon Nistle
Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (3-5), Daily Double 

4TH (2:40) 7 fURLONGS 3&UP mAIDEN CLAImING ($25,000) NY BRED 
PURSE: $24,300
1  1 Book ..........................Espinoza J L ......... Callejas Bernardo ....6-1
2  2 Dontstealmyland .......Coa E M ............... Morrison John .........5-1
3  3 Mr. Devil May Care ....Luzzi M J .............. Carroll Del W II ......15-1
4  4 Ask Ommadon ...........Velazquez J R ....... O’Brien Leo .............9-2
5  5 Mailbu Gardens .........Bermudez J E ....... Arroyo Enrique ......12-1
6  6 Suttle Rich .................Richards G G ........ Henriques David ......8-1
7  7 Petey Bedouin ...........Wilsey J A ............ Miller Edward G .....30-1
8  8 Cappella Reale ...........Maragh R ............. Jacobson David .......2-1
9  9 Sweet On Bernice ......Morales S ............. Schettino Dominick .10-1
10  10 Call the General .........Velasquez C .......... Parboo Bisnath ......15-1
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (4-6) Pick 6 Races 
(4-9), Daily Double 

5TH (3:14) 1 mILE (INNER TURf) 3&UP CLm ($20,000) PURSE: $25,000
1  4 Ecru Egret .................Castanon J L ........ Persaud Randi .......50-1
1A MTO Commissioner Chris ..Medina J .............. Persaud Randi .......50-1
2  7 Oedipus O’Neal ..........Maragh R ............. Contessa Gary C ....15-1
2B MTO Angliana ....................Maragh R ............. Contessa Gary C ....15-1
3  MTO One Starry Nite ..........Maragh R ............. Martin Frank ..........15-1
3X MTO French Transition .......Maragh R ............. Martin Frank ..........15-1
4  1 Of All Times ...............Migliore R ............ Levine Bruce N ........5-1
5  2 Bordeaux Bandit ........Dominguez R A .... Zito Nicholas P ........8-1
6  3 Doc N Roll .................Castellano J J ....... Tagg Barclay ............6-1
7  5 Absolute Return ........Desormeaux K J ... Violette, Jr. R A......20-1
8  6 Hold Your Ground .....Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd A .......3-1
9  8 Jamaludin ..................Leparoux J R ........ Maker Michael J ......2-1
10  9 Winyah ......................Albarado R J ........ Nicks Ralph E ........12-1
11  10 Counting House .........Espinoza J L ......... Callejas Bernardo ..30-1
12  AE Munition ....................Velasquez C .......... Jacobson David .......6-1
A-Coupled: Ecru Egret and Commissioner Chris
B-Coupled: Oedipus O’Neal and Angliana
C-Coupled: One Starry Nite and French Transition
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (5-7), Grand Slam Races (5-8)  
Daily Double 

6TH (3:48) 7 fURLONGS fILLIES 2YO mAIDEN PURSE: $55,000
1  7 Genuine Charm .........Maragh R ............. McLaughlin Kiaran ..4-1
1A 11 Manaahil ....................Garcia Alan ........... McLaughlin Kiaran ..4-1
2  1 Mined Over Matter ....Albarado R J ........ Zito Nicholas P ......12-1
3  2 Awesome Vow ...........Desormeaux K J ... Jolley Leroy ...........12-1
4  3 Couture Cat ...............Dominguez R A .... Albertrani Thomas ...5-1
5  4 Sing My Song............Lezcano J ............. Klesaris Steve ..........8-1
6  5 Spreadingthewealth ...Coa E M ............... Trombetta Mike J...15-1
7  6 Coquina Day ..............Prado E S ............. Donk David ............20-1
8  8 Jump Star .................Velazquez J R ....... Nihei Michelle ........15-1
9  9 Dynazaper .................Leparoux J R ........ Mott William I ........10-1
10  10 Awesome Maria .........Velasquez C .......... Hough Stanley M .....9-5
A-Coupled: Genuine Charm and Manaahil
Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (6-8), Pick 4 Races (6-9), Daily Double 

7TH (4:22) 1 1/8 mILES 3&UP ALLOWANCE PURSE: $78,950
1  3 Nowhere to Hide ........Leparoux J R ........ Zito Nicholas P ........8-1
1A 9 Big Top ......................Velazquez J R ....... Zito Nicholas P ........8-1
2  1 Dreamed Day .............Garcia Alan ........... Lobo Paulo H ..........6-1
3  2 Luv Gov .....................Theriot H J II ........ Lukas D Wayne .......6-1
4  4 Sheila’s Magic ...........Dominguez R A .... Trombetta Mike J.....5-1
5  5 Turaath ......................Luzzi M J .............. Peitz Daniel C ..........6-1
6  6 Brother Nick ..............Desormeaux K J ... Blusiewicz Leon J ..12-1
7  7 Blue Whistler .............Coa E M ............... Arnold George R ......6-1
8  8 Blackberry Road ........Borel C H .............. Stewart Dallas .........6-1
9  10 Ice Road ....................Lezcano J ............. Matz Michael R ........4-1
A-Coupled: Nowhere to Hide and Big Top
Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (7-9), Daily Double 

8TH (4:56) LAKE PLACID STAKES (G2) 1 1/8 mILES (TURf) fILLIES 3YO 
PURSE: $150,000
1  1 Miss Keller (IRE) .......Desormeaux K J ... Attfield Roger L .......6-1
2  2 Katara ........................Garcia Alan ........... Matz Michael R ......10-1
3  3 Consequence .............Velazquez J R ....... McGaughey III C R ..4-1
4  4 Shared Account .........Prado E S ............. Motion H Graham ....7-2
5  5 Keertana ....................Lezcano J ............. Proctor Thomas F ....4-1
6  6 Mary’s Follies ............Dominguez R A .... Dutrow, Jr. R E ........3-1
7  7 My Magic Moment ....Maragh R ............. Albertrani Thomas .12-1
8  8 Kiddari .......................Bridgmohan S X ... Mott William I ........15-1
9  MTO Casanova Move .........Maragh R ............. Pletcher Todd A .......2-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Daily Double 

9TH (5:30) 1 mILE (INNER TURf) 3&UP mAIDEN NEW YORK BRED 
PURSE: $45,000
1  1 Pernice ......................Coa E M ............... Turner, Jr. W H ........5-2
2  2 Mr. Enrico ..................Samyn J L ............ Ortiz Paulino O ......20-1
3  3 One Diamond ............Luzzi M J .............. Galluscio Dominic .15-1
4  4 Rizzi’s Devil ...............Maragh R ............. Schettino Dominick .20-1
5  5 Perspective Light .......Castanon J L ........ Fisher Linda .............6-1
6  6 Pure Cognac ..............Espinoza J L ......... Kelly Patrick J ..........6-1
7  7 Marscaponi ...............Lezcano J ............. Ubillo Rodrigo A ......7-2
8  8 Peterdidit ...................Velazquez J R ....... Donk David ..............5-1
9  9 Handled Affair ...........Castellano J J ....... Contessa Gary C ....10-1
10  10 Potomac Moon ..........Chavez J F ............ Payne Curtis ..........30-1
11  AE Mr. Vantastic .............Desormeaux K J ... Lostritto Joseph A ...8-1
12  AE King’s Fez ..................Carr D .................. Donegan D L .........20-1
13  MTO Titletown Tiger ..........Carr D .................. O’Brien Leo .............7-2
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10) Wagers

  Friday’s saratoga entries
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Michelle Nevin stood by herself, 
near the back of the crowd surround-
ing the clubhouse big screen TV. Ki-
aran McLaughlin, trainer of Fearless 
Cowboy stood near the front, Merrill 
Scherer, Flatter Than Me, stood next to 
McLaughlin. Scott Blasi, representing 
Thiskyhasnolimit, walked off by him-
self.

Only Nevin had 
anything to say dur-
ing Thursday’s Grade 
II Saratoga Special. 

Rick Dutrow’s as-
sistant started encour-
aging D’ Funnybone 
as the 2-year-old hit 
the middle of the turn. 

“Come on Funny. Come on Funny. 
Come on Funny,” Nevin said. 

Then she stopped, and simply 
watched D’ Funnybone and Edgar 
Prado mock seven rivals. Paul Pom-
pa’s recent purchase sauntered to a 10 
1/2-length victory over Zip Quik and 
Fearless Cowboy. 

Pompa had a lot more to say.  
“This is what we bought him for 

and Rick Dutrow executed it perfectly,” 
Pompa said. “He had a Florida-bred 
angle, his mother was a turf horse, he’s 
got a lot of angles with him, now we 
have more angles.”

Like an AP Geometry class. 
D’ Funnybone broke sharply but 

yielded to favorite Tiny Woods who 
cleared D’ Funnybone and opened a 
2-length lead through a quarter-mile in 
21.42 seconds. Prado positioned D’ Fun-
nybone in a stalking spot, third outside 
Thiskyhasnolimit. At the three-eighths 
pole, Prado watched Mike Smith start 
to niggle at the favorite, that’s when 
Prado waited, knowing he had Tiny 
Woods any time he wanted. 

Turning for home, after a half in 
44.67, Prado looked over his right 
shoulder, liked what he saw again and 
simply turned D’ Funnybone loose. The 
chestnut son of D’wildcat did the rest, 
finishing the 6 1/2 furlongs in 1:17.58. 
Zip Quik, making his first start on the 
dirt, closed to nail Fearless Cowboy, 
also making his first start on dirt, by a 
nose for second money. 

D’ Funnybone won his debut at 
Calder back in May, crushing six rivals 
on his way to a 7 1/4-length victory for 
trainer Joseph Calascibetta. Given sev-
en weeks, D’ Funnybone returned with 
Prado in Calder’s Frank Gomez Memo-
rial July 11; they finished second, beaten 
a half-length.

That’s when Nick Sallusto called 
Pompa and told him to pounce. 

“That man right there, Nick Sal-
lusto,” Pompa said when asked why he 
bought the horse. “He said ‘I like this 
horse, he’s got a lot of angles.’ I flew 
my vet down, we vetted him, we liked 

Henry Stull (American, 1852-1913) ‘Montana’, Oil on canvas, 22” x 28”

Fine Art Since 1974

f

f

An Exhibition of Fine Sporting 
Paintings & Sculpture

Lexington, KY 40508
859.421.3436 | 518.583.2605

e-mail: info@crossgategallery.com

August 1 - 30, 2009
Fasig-Tipton

Humphrey S. Finney
Sales Pavilion

Saratoga Springs, NY

9am- 2pm daily,
9am - 5pm during sales week

SaRaToga 
SPeCiaL 
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Laugh out Loud
D’ Funnybone leaves ’em crying in romp

by Sean ClanCy

Tod Marks
D’funnybone rolls home in the Saratoga Special Thursday.

See SPeciaL page 11
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him and we got him for the right money. 
Textbook.”

Sallusto, with a glass of champagne 
in his hand, concurred. 

“I follow all the young horses around 
the country, I keep tabs on all of them, 
I had some friends of mine at Calder 
point him out to me before he ran the 
first time. They liked the way he was 
training down there, I watched him run, 
he won,” Sallusto said. “I was interest-
ed, I didn’t think the price was where 
we wanted it to be. He showed up in 
the stake and we bought him within 
two hours after he ran, the price went 
down believe it or not. I thought it was 
a very fair value, we took a shot on him 
and Paul didn’t hesitate.”

D’ Funnybone joined Dutrow’s barn 
shortly after finishing second in the 
Gomez. The Florida-bred colt breezed 
three times at Aqueduct before coming 
to Saratoga where he breezed 6 furlongs 
in 1:17 3/5 Aug. 13, a week before the 
Special. 

Prado was anxious to be reunited. 
“They called me to see what I think 

of the horse after the Calder race. I liked 
him the first time I rode him at Calder, 
he was a little green but I liked him,” 
Prado said. “Now, training here and do-
ing well, handled the track beautiful, he’s 
an easy horse to ride. He’s a little more 
mature now, but he’s very easy to ride. I 
took a little hold of him and he relaxed. 
He’s mellow. I was very confident, when 
you ask a horse and he pricks his ears 
and moves forward. I like that.”

Tod Marks
D’funnybone warms up before winning the Saratoga Special.

Special –
 Continued from page 10
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“George Weaver for President,” res-
onated from the box seats as the trainer 
posed for the win photo after Thurs-
day’s seventh. Winning three races on 
a single Saratoga card will get you that 
kind of adulation.

“I have some fans 
up there and it’s nice,” 
Weaver said. “We al-
ways try to gear up for 
this meet, and today 
was one of the biggest 
days I’ve ever had up 

here and I’m really happy about it.”
Weaver’s big day began in the third 

when Richlyn Farms’ Manitoba Miss 
(Javier Castellano) drew off from Mul-
tipass (Julien Leparoux) and Quisom 
(Sebastian Morales) by 2 3/4 lengths to 
take a 9-furlong optional claimer for fil-
lies/mares. The 4-year-old daughter of 
D’wildcat gave Weaver some concerns 
going in about the distance on Thurs-
day but showed no problems through 
the stretch.

“I had reservations about how she 
would handle the 1 1/8 miles, but we 
wanted to pull the blinkers off and try 
something different with her,” Weaver 
said.  “I’m kind of embarrassed that I 
haven’t routed her more before.”

Weaver sandwiched a stakes score 
into the center of his three wins when 
Perfect Officer won the $72,950 Solo-

mon Northup 
Stakes (the day’s 
fourth race) for 
3-year-olds at 5 
1/2 furlongs on 
the turf. The Of-
ficer gelding broke 
fifth and Ramon 
Dominguez kept 
him out of trouble 
while Speight The 
Halo and Wall 
Street Wonder du-

eled through an ambitious 21.16-second 
opening quarter-mile. Dominguez kept 
Perfect Officer wide down the stretch as 
the early leaders faded and the R A Hill 
Stable charge did the rest  for a 1 1/2-
length win. Affirmatif (John Velazquez) 
followed for second with Wall Street 
Wonder (Rajiv Maragh) third. Perfect 
Officer had shown promise in his previ-
ous turf sprints and continued the pro-
gression in the Northup.

“Ever since we started going five-
eighths on the turf at Gulfstream, he 
has been running pretty well and we 
kind of figured he might develop into 
this type of horse,” Weaver said. “Each 
race he kind of solidified what we were 
thinking. When this race came up, and 
it was against 3-year-olds, we thought 
he would have a pretty decent chance 
to win it.” 

ThuRSDay’S 
RaCiNg 
ReCaP
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   upcoming Belmont and Aqueduct meets.

• Your risk is limited to your buy-in amount.

Our partnership is custom-made  for the small investor.  With our owner 
friendly business model, you can enjoy all of the fun and excitement 
of horse ownership without the stress of unexpected expenses.

• Option to  buy shares in one horse or a group of horses.

Donna Freyer
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Custom Care graduate Banrock  
won the West Point Stakes on Sunday. 

Congratulations Nyala Farm and Tom Bush.

BA
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Tod Marks

See ThurSday page 29 Tod Marks
Perfect Officer, George Weaver’s second winner of the day, wins the Solomon Northup Stakes.

Weaver in a landslide Trainer hits for three 
wins, including stakes

by bRIan nadeaU & ColIn beaURy

Weaver
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Perfect Officer failed in his first three 
tries against stakes company. In the 
Tom Ridge Stakes May 9 at Presque Isle 
Downs he weakened in the stretch and 
finished third over the Tapeta surface. 
Perfect Officer broke poorly in his next 
race, the June 20 Anderson Fowler at 
Monmouth Park and finished fourth 
in a race that was pulled off the turf. 
Following an allowance score at Mon-
mouth, he tried stakes competition for 
the third time in the Quick Call here on 
July 30. The gelding was forced to check 
coming out of the turn and eventually 
finished fourth in a hotly contested race 
won by Awakino Cat, who returned to 

win the Troy Stakes Aug. 17. Perfect Of-
ficer found better racing luck Thursday 
and cashed in for the stakes win.

Weaver completed the personal Pick 
3 in the seventh, a 1 1/16-mile state-
bred maiden on the turf, with Golly 
Day. Owned by Dogwood Stable, Golly 
Day (Castellano) found trouble when 
he hit the gate, but settled and ran 
down Camptown Blues (Jorge Chavez) 
and Midnight Mass (Kent Desormeaux) 
for a comfortable 3 1/4-length win. The 
2-year-old gelding by Lion Heart made 
his debut a winning one and capped off 
Weaver’s career day.

“He’s been a little bit green in the 
morning, but he’s worked well enough 
to win,” Weaver said. “You never think 
coming in that you’re going to win three 
races, but I thought all of the horses 

were doing well enough that we’d make 
a good showing. This is my first time 
winning three in a day anywhere, so it’s 
a very good day.”

• Kaffie’s Doll (Velazquez) took a big 
step forward in the second, a maiden-
claimer for juvenile fillies at 6 furlongs. 
The daughter of Kafwain wilted under 
a quick early pace in her debut Aug. 7 
but she led every step of the way in her 
return. 

P Z Racing Stable’s filly broke from 
the rail and showed the field through 
fractions of 22.34 and 45.60 seconds 
before crossing the line 5 3/4 lengths 
better than Ciminella (Jose Espinoza) 
and Lucy N Thunder (Chavez). Kaffie’s 
Doll’s ability in the mornings told train-

Design a room 
around this...

Portraits of Man or Beast
Paintings, Prints, Fine China, French Wrought Iron

 BeresfordGallery.com
Rt.82, Unionville, PA (Near Kennett Square)

...custom 
wrought iron 

refrigerator 
handles.

Polo handles 
also available.

Come see us in Willowdale Town Center in Kennett Square 
November & December • Wednesday – Saturday 10 – 5

and always by appointment.

�  

Open Daily 9am-7pm  All of August
BeresfordGallery.com • 518-583-4523

145 UNION AVE • SARATOGA

Beresford Gallery

SPORTING ART

Our 29th year in Saratoga 

Ask us about our Trophy Division!

Linda Luster - “Mine That Bird”

Savor the Saratoga Summer!

And Don’t miss our Steak & Lobster Dinner for Two for $59.00. 
Caesar salad, a grilled 16 oz. Certified Angus strip steak and a fresh 1 1⁄2 lb. Maine Lobster. 

See our new Tavern Menu

Oklahoma Trackside residence on Fifth Avenue has 
Thoroughbreds running past you every day! Enjoy 
the kitchen with granite counters & island. Guests 
will enjoy privacy in the “west wing” with master 

suite & two add’l bedrooms. 2nd floor master 
retreat will more than please w/ spa bath,sitting 

room w/ FP, balcony overlooking track. $929,000. 

Dark Tuesday Open House, Noon-2 p.m.  

Janet Besheer (518) 265-9575
Angela Brady (518) 428-1775

Racehorses in your Blood?Thursday –
 Continued from page 12

See ThurSday page 30



30 Friday, August 21, 2009

er Bernardo Callejas to look for good 
things in the afternoon.

“She improved a lot during the al-
most two weeks, and we expected her 
to run like that,” Callejas said. “She’s 
doing better in the morning, and she’s 
nice and relaxed in the paddock. She 
ran really easy the other day so we ex-
pected something good from her.”

• For a steeplechase trainer, it’s a 
pretty simple plan. Break a horse’s 
maiden in the spring, then plan the best 
path to Saratoga. Tom Voss does it bet-
ter than most. Left Unsaid, owned by 
The Fields Stable, broke his maiden in 
April, finished fourth at Penn National 
in July, finished second here opening 
week and then popped through with a 
comfortable win in the Mickey Walsh 
Novice Stakes Thursday.

Peter Buchanan guided the son of Dy-
naformer from the 11 slot to the inside 
and then sat and waited while Tricky Me 
cut out the fractions. On the final turn, 
Left Unsaid cruised into position, split 
horses and mowed down Tricky Me to 
win easily by 8 1/4 lengths. Tricky Me 
(Willie Dowling) hung tough for second 
with Nationbuilder (Danielle Hodsdon) 
third. 

Voss explained the Saratoga plan. 
“He’s that good, he won in a canter 

in his first start, then got a bad trip the 
second time and I don’t know what hap-
pened the last time, he was just green, 
looking around a little,” Voss said. “He 
was a little novicey the last time and he 

was a little novicey this time but (Buch-
anan) rode him with a lot of confidence 
and never let him do anything he didn’t 
want to do, just let him run to the last 
fence and he got it good, it was all over 
by then.”

Voss and Buchanan won their second 
jump race of the meet and second with 
a son of Dynaformer. Dynaski scored in 
a restricted stakes last week. 

“He’s a little like the other horse, 
he gets in front and his ears come up,” 
Voss said. 

“The Dynaformers are like that, he 
shied at the fence after the wire, then 
galloped out like John’s Call.”

Buchanan, on a busman’s holiday 
from Britain, won his fourth race from 
seven tries since joining the Voss barn in 
time for the Open House.

“Tom told me the last time when I 
rode him that he got a bad trip the time 
before so he wanted me to take him 
wide and clear that day,” Buchanan 
said. “I just thought that he jumped a 
bit novice-like over his hurdles, he was 
still a bit green, he was even a bit green 
today as well, but the horses around him 
carried him a bit over the hurdles and 
that helped him learn a lot and it will 
help him when he has to step up next 
time against a better group of horses. I 
was really happy with him. He’s only 4 
and he rides like it. But he’s going to be 
a lovely 5-year-old. There’s a lot more 
there.”

Bred in partnership by trainer Bobby 
Frankel, Left Unsaid lost nine consecu-
tive California flat starts in 2007 and 
2008 (including two at Del Mar a year 
ago) before crossing Voss’ radar screen 
as a jump prospect.

– Sean clancy

JAN WOODS ART STUDIO
- SCULPTURES IN BRONZE -

PROUD SPELL

Commissioned by Mr. & Mrs. Brereton Jones

Featuring in 2009
ANTHONY M. ALONSO  &  SHAWN FAUST

Gideon Putnam Hotel      August 1 - 30, 2009
10 AM - 1:00 PM  &  5:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Open Daily

Jan Woods cell: 501-960-2440
www.janwoodsartstudio.com

2008 Sanford winner 
Desert Party

GRADED STAKES-WINNING GRADUATES WHO RECEIVED 
EARLY TRAINING AT SCANLON TRAINING CENTER:

 

S Robert Scanlon
Training Center

Dave Harmon

Thursday –
 Continued from page 29

Tod Marks
Left Unsaid clears the last fence during Thursday’s mickey Walsh Novice Stakes.
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TERRY LINDSEY EQUIDAE GALLERY
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The Special’s on Facebook at 
facebook.com/saratogaspecial

Ryan Clancy, Administrator

BARBARO:  
BEYOND BROKENNESS 

Finishing Line Press,  
PO Box 1626, 

Georgetown, KY 40324. 

www.finishinglinepress.com

Rt 29 East 
7 Miles from Saratoga

518-507-6174
7-6 Mon-Sat
8-4 Sunday

Now a real 
New York Deli

MUIRFIELD
INSURANCE, INC.

A Full Service
Equine Insurance Agency

Contact: Michael T. Levy or Jamie Hill
1019 Majestic Dr., Suite 310, Lexington, KY 40513

Phone (859) 253-1114  Fax (859) 253-1490
www.muirfieldinsurance.com

Offering a Total Range
of Coverage, including:

Control 
 

1ST. 2 3/8 mILES. HURDLES. THE mICKEY WALSH. 4&UP. 
PURSE $70,000.
12 Left Unsaid Buchanan P 7.10 3.80 3.60
5 Tricky Me Dowling W  22.80 11.00
6 Nationbuilder Hodsdon D   4.10
Finish Time: 4:36.78.
Trainer: Tom Voss. Owner: The Fields Stable.
B. g. 4. Dynaformer-Hello Soso (Ire), Alzao.
Bred by Mrs. Jerome Amerman and Bobby Frankel (Ky).
$2 Exacta (12-5) Paid $259.00; $2 Trifecta (12-5-6) Paid $1,302.00; 
$2   Superfecta (12-5-6-2) Paid $4,590.00

2ND. 6 fURLONGS. 2YO. fILLIES. mCL. PURSE $28,000.
2 Kaffie’s Doll Velazquez J R 11.40 5.00 3.30
1A Ciminella Espinoza J L  3.10 2.10
7 Lucy N Thunder Chavez J F   2.80
Finish Time: 1:11.74
Trainer: Bernardo Callejas. Owner: P Z Racing Stable.
Dk. B. or Br. f. 2. Kafwain-Dotsie’s Doll, Allen’s Prospect.
Bred by Alan Parker and Janet Hoke (Fla).
$2 Exacta (2-1) Paid $38.60; $2 Quinella (1-2) Paid $17.20; 
$2 Daily Double (12-2) Paid $116.50  

3RD. 1 1/8 mILES. 3&UP. f&m. AOC. PURSE $53,900.
3 Manitoba Miss Castellano J J 11.60 5.80 3.00
4 Multipass Leparoux J R  5.60 3.00
6 Quisom Morales S   2.80
Finish Time: 1:50.74
Trainer: George Weaver. Owner: Richlyn Farms.
B. f. 4. D’wildcat-Enchanted Spell, Devil’s Bag.
Bred by Windways Farm (Ont-C).
$2 Exacta (3-4) Paid $55.50; $2 Trifecta (3-4-6) Paid $174.00; $2 Pick 3  
(12-2-3) 3 Correct Paid $688.00; $2 Daily Double (2-3) Paid $80.00 

4TH. 5 1/2 fURLONGS. TURf. THE SOLOmON NORTHUP. 3YO. PURSE 
$72,950
5 Perfect Officer Dominguez R A 3.90 2.60 2.20
8 Affirmatif Velazquez J R  3.40 2.50
2 Wall Street Wonder Maragh R   3.00
Finish Time: 1:02.32
Trainer: George Weaver. Owner: R. A. Hill Stable.
B. g. 3. Officer-Perfect Tradition, Perfect Vision.
Bred by Justice Farm and Greg and Steve Justice (Ky).
$2 Exacta (5-8) Paid $14.00; $2 Quinella (5-8) Paid $8.40; $2 Trifecta  
(5-8-2) Paid $35.20; $2 Pick 3 (2-3-5) 3 Correct Paid $289.00; 
$2 Daily Double (3-5) Paid $37.00; $2 Superfecta (5-8-2-7) Paid $135.40

5TH. 6 fURLONGS. 2YO. fILLIES. NY BREDS. mCL. PURSE $28,000.
7 Bobbi O. Albarado R J 6.70 3.90 2.60
4 Rogue’s Jewel Castellano J J  5.00 3.30
6 Dream Train Lezcano J   3.00
Finish Time: 1:13.04
Trainer: Ken McPeek. Owner: MeB Racing Stable.
Dk. B. or Br. f. 2. Prime Timber-Sweeping Beauty, End Sweep.
Bred by Sez Who Thoroughbreds and Aron Yagoda (NY).
$2 Exacta (7-4) Paid $33.20; $2 Trifecta (7-4-6) Paid $96.50; $2 Pick 3  
(3-5-7) 3 Correct Paid $134.50; $2 Pick 4 (2-3-3/5-3/5/7) 4 Correct Paid 
$969.00; $2 Daily Double (5-7) Paid $13.40  

6TH. 1-mILE. TURf. 3&UP. NY BREDS. mCL. PURSE $25,000.
1 Whirling Thunder Dominguez R A 6.60 4.00 2.70
6 Dukinfield Velasquez C  5.60 3.70
2 Magnificent Max (GB) Leparoux J R   3.40
Finish Time: 1:37.57
Trainer: Eddie Kenneally. Owner: Avalon Farms.
B. g. 4. Smart Strike-Her Own Way, Danzig. Bred by Avalon Farms (Ky).
$2 Exacta (1-6) Paid $26.40; $2 Trifecta (1-6-2) Paid $64.00; 
$2 Pick 3  (5-7-1) 3 Correct Paid $59.50; $2 Daily Double (7-1) Paid 
$27.80; $2   Superfecta (1-6-2-4) Paid $408.40

7TH. 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. 2YO. NY BREDS. mSW. PURSE $45,000.
3 Golly Day Castellano J J 18.60 5.90 3.90
1 Camptown Blues Chavez J F  3.40 2.40
5 Midnight Mass Desormeaux K J   3.30
Finish Time: 1:46.23
Trainer: George Weaver. Owner: Dogwood Stable.
Ch. g. 2. Lion Heart-Wake Up Kiss, Cure The Blues.
Bred by Edition Farm (NY).
$2 Exacta (3-1) Paid $39.60; $2 Trifecta (3-1-5) Paid $147.00; $2 Daily 
Double (1-3) Paid $57.00; $2 Pick 3 (7-1-3) 3 Correct Paid $162.00  

8TH. 1-mILE. TURf. 3&UP. f&m. NY BREDS. mSW. PURSE $45,000.
2 Cap the Thunder Dominguez R A 5.70 3.70 2.90
3 Justify Velasquez C  8.40 5.10
6 Patronus Charm Castellano J J   4.70
Finish Time: 1:38.40
Trainer: Rick Schosberg. Owner: Al Fried, Jr. 
B. f. 3. Thunder Gulch-S S Capote, Capote.
Bred by Al Fried Jr. (NY).
$2 Exacta (2-3) Paid $48.40; $2 Trifecta (2-3-6) Paid $209.50; $2 Pick 3  
(1-3-2) 3 Correct Paid $127.00; $2 Daily Double (3-2) Paid $54.00 

9TH. 6 1/2 fURLONGS. THE SARATOGA SPECIAL. 2YO. PURSE 
$150,000.
6 D’ Funnybone Prado E S 10.20 5.10 3.30
3 Zip Quik Leparoux J R  4.00 3.30
9 Fearless Cowboy Garcia Alan   3.90
Finish Time: 1:17.58
Trainer: Rick Dutrow Jr. Owner: Paul Pompa.
Ch. c. 2. D’wildcat-Elbow, Woodman.
Bred by Harold Plumley (Fla).
$2 Exacta (6-3) Paid $44.00; $2 Trifecta (6-3-9) Paid $169.50; 
$2 Grand Slam (1/2/6-1/3/5-2/3/6-6) Paid $29.60; $2 Pick 3 (3-2-6) 3 
Correct Paid $181.00; $2 Daily Double (2-6) Paid $28.20; 
$2 Superfecta (6-3-9-5) Paid $1,471.00

10TH. 5 1/2 fURLONGS. TURf. 3&UP. f&m. CLm. PURSE $25,000.
8 Beso Del Sur Garcia Alan 5.80 3.90 3.10
7 Flying Sappho Maragh R  6.20 4.40
6 Maggie’s Miracle Luzzi M J   6.40
Finish Time: 1:03.83
Trainer: Linda Rice. Owner: Barry Ostrager.
Dk. B. or Br. f. 3. Dixieland Band-Inspired Kiss, Inspired Prospect.
Bred by Ocala Horses (Ky).
$2 Exacta (8-7) Paid $41.60; $2 Trifecta (8-7-6) Paid $311.50; $2 Super-
fecta (8-7-6-4) Paid $1,368.00; $2 Daily Double (6-8) Paid $25.80; $2 
Pick 3 (2-6-8) 3 Correct Paid $58.00; $2 Pick 4 (3-2-6-8) 4 Correct Paid 
$365.00; $2 Pick 6 (7-1-3-2-6-8) 5 Correct Paid $48.20; $2 Pick 6 (7-1-3-
2-6-8) 6 Correct Paid $3,287.00 

  thursday’s saratoga results

Track: fast. Turf: firm. Saratoga Attendance: 17,950. Mutuel Pool: $2,490,007.

Thursday’s Claims
3RD RACE: Trainee by Bruce Levine for Barry Ostrager. 5TH RACE: Bobbi O. by Rick Dutrow for Michael Dubb
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Join the experience

For more information on joining one of 
our partnerships call

Gaile Fitzgerald 206-595-3970 or 
checkout our website SistersInRacing.com

Willsboro Point 
wins at Saratoga 
on August 13 for 
Sisters In Racing.Tod Marks Photo 

become a Sisters in Racing owner.

1 left Unsaid 2 Kaffie’s doll 3 Manitoba Miss

4 Perfect officer 5 bobbi o. 6 Whirling Thunder

7 Golly day 8 Cap The Thunder 10 beso del Sur

Thursday’s saraToga winners • PhoTos by dave harmon
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Family Owned and Operated for 30 Years! 
30½ Caroline Street, Saratoga Springs

518-584-9618
www.sperrysofsaratoga.com

For the best in seafood and pasta...
 Soft Shell Crabs in Season

 Maryland Crab Cakes  Fresh Pasta

New Garden Menu: Small Plates, Select Wine List

Relax after the races in our garden, 
the only one like it in Saratoga!

OPEN DAILYDinner: 5:30 -10pmBar: 5:30 to Closing

LIVE MUSIC 
Fridays & Saturdays

NO COVER

 

If you’re searching for a winning wine and spirit 

shopping experience… 

We’re the ODDS-ON Favorite. 

 
Closest fine wine & spirits shop to the track 

TONS of free parking 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK with extended hours for track season 

Large chilled selection and “cooler and track-friendly” packaging 

Great staff with professional wine and spirit education 

 

Crush & Cask….Your “BEST BET” for wine and spirits. 

 

Cheers! 

Jeff & Patty Novo, Owners 

 

518-306-6781 

www.crushandcask.com 

170 SOUTH BROADWAY
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY 12866

Lydia Williams
Sharon Dominguez and sons Alexander and matthew.

Via an interview with Tania Luzzi 
(wife of jockey Mike Luzzi), The Special 
checks in with Sharon Dominguez, the 
wife of jockey Ramon Dominguez

 
1.What is it like for you and your 

family to pack up and head to Sarato-
ga for six weeks and what do you like 
most? 

“Well I’m a bad shipper so I start 
feeling anxiety at least a month before. 
But once we get there, we love it. Sara-
toga is one of our favorite places. Great 
restaurants, lots of things for the kids 
and just the atmosphere is amazing.”

2. In what ways would you say you 
and Ramon are alike and in what ways 
are you different?

“Ramon and I both have strong fam-
ily values and a passion for horses. As 
for our differences, I’m a planner and 
he’s a procrastinator.”

3. Tell the truth now, does your hus-
band ever come home crabby after a 
bad day at work and how do you deal 
with it? 

“Absolutely, we all do. But fortu-
nately he’s so mild mannered. Over the 
years he has gotten better, before he 
would not admit he was in a bad mood, 
now I can ask him and he kind of smiles 
and he knows.”

4. Do you and Ramon have any hob-
bies? 

“Ramon loves making things in his 
workshop. Our friends joke that if they 
drop off a tree, he will whittle them a 
table. He also loves bouldering and 
climbing at the gym. I love riding and 
am a true lesson junkie.”

5. What is a huge pet peeve of yours 
having to do with horse racing?  

“Probably, my biggest pet peeve is 
the way jockey’s earnings are recorded. 
We’ve had close friends tell us that Ra-
mon was listed in the top 10 paid ath-
letes in Maryland.  They listed his earn-
ings at $12 million. Don’t get me wrong 
we feel very fortunate but $12 million is 
a far cry from reality.”    

6. Is it hard for you and your chil-
dren to enjoy an ice cream sundae with 
all the works after dinner, knowing Ra-
mon has to watch his weight?

“When we were first dating I felt so 
bad. Then I realized how committed he 
is that he doesn’t even consider it an op-
tion. But he asks me for a bite of what-
ever it is, well several bites. So I usu-
ally get a little bigger size since I know 
I will be sharing. Now the cat’s out of 
the bag.”

Behind every good man . . . 

See Sharon page 35
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7. In three words, how would you 
describe Ramon?

“Supportive, honest and humble.”

8. What is the hardest part about be-
ing a jockey’s wife?

“The underlying stress of their safety. 
Even though you don’t think about it 
every moment, it’s still there.”

9. Tell me something about Ra-
mon that people would be surprised to 
know. 

“He listens to Bluegrass.”

10. What do you and the family do 
on the dark day in Saratoga?

“We try to spend the whole day to-
gether. Our children are young, so that 
means doing fun stuff with them. To the 
pool, the lake, the water park, muse-
ums, the parks, taking the kids and dogs 
for a walk on Broadway in the evening 
to listen to the bands or take a carriage 
ride.”

Only a few are able to enjoy Saratoga in the morning. Sovereign Stable invites 
you to join our team for a morning. Call to schedule an appointment.

Ten winners from 58 starters (17 percent) at Saratoga in the past six seasons. 
Second and third in two starts at Saratoga this summer.

If you are interested in owning a share in a Thoroughbred, come out and feel the sport for yourself.  
Join us for a morning you will never forget. 

Your horses are waiting...

39 stakes horses, which include 11 graded stakes horses.

27 mares which became stakes producers after purchase 
including 16 who became graded stakes producers.

Yearling purchases from 2003-05 have earned over $8 million. 

Available to represent clientele at all East Coast auctions.
Pinhooking / Racing Partnerships also available.

McMAHON
BLOODSTOCK LLC

Since founding McMahon Bloodstock in 2000,
Mike McMahon has purchased:

(859) 983-7617
mike@mcmahonbloodstock.com
www.mcmahonbloodstock.com

Susan Svoboda
homesfromsusan.com

518-871-9040
homesfromsusan@gmail.com

125 Virginia Place, Saratoga Springs
Enjoy sitting on the covered porch of this 
center hall colonial offering a great floor 
plan with den and family room. 2 car ga-
rage, full basement and a large lot, great 
neighborhood! Offered at $298,000

121 Burgoyne Road, Schuylerville 
Bring your horses! Own a piece of history 
with this gracious circa 1810 Center Hall 
Colonial. 12 acres of tranquility with  post 
& beam out building and heated in-ground 
pool. Offered at $517,000

Your Source For
The Best Of

Saratoga

SARATOGA SIGNATURE
I N T E R I O R S

Distinctive Home Furnishings 
and Interior Design

We Ship

Sharon –
 Continued from page 34

THIS
TAYLOR, HARRIS INSURANCE SERVICES

Anne Kontos Clancy
917-446-2848

akkontos@hotmail.com

P.O. Box 449, Middleburg, VA  20118

“Without Andy Beyer’s 
books, perhaps an entire 
generation of degenerate 
horseplayers such as  
myself could have  
been lost.”
–Andy Serling,  
NYRA TV analyst

Available wherever  
books are sold

Where winning begins

Beyerad_bw.indd   1 7/21/09   2:00:54 PM
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John Getzler sees you out there bob-
bing your heads and tapping your toes, 
sees you air-guitaring and drumming 
on the seat in front of you.

The head audio engineer for Sarato-
ga Race Course, Getzler is responsible 
for the classic rock-and-roll bits you 
hear between races and he takes his job 
pretty seriously. In addition to choos-
ing 20-second slices of such classics as 
Pink Floyd’s “Money” or “Satisfac-
tion” from The Rolling Stones, Getzler 
checks out the video monitors to see 
who’s listening.

“We’ve got cameras all over the place 
so I can see people come to life when a 
certain song starts up,” Getzler said. 
“They’re listening. It’s kind of strange, 
but there is no old music being played 
anywhere else and maybe that’s why 
people identify with it. It used to be in 
television commercials, it used to be on 
radio stations and now it’s gone.”

Except at the racetrack.
Getzler works some of his favorites 

into the 20-second bits of time he has 
between features, and really stretches 
his musical tastes during the 45 min-
utes before the daily replays start at 
11:10 each morning.

The playlist can span all genres and 
generations and comes from Getzler’s 
personal collection heavy on 1960s 
and 1970s rock classics (including one 
homemade CD simply titled Old ----).

“Is there a theme? Yeah, I have 
to like it. Pink Floyd, The Beatles, 
Jimi Hendrix, Jefferson Airplane, Joe 
Cocker . . . all of those,” Getzler said 
between races Thursday. “During the 
races I play the snips, which lead into 
the different features (replays, paddock 
shows, etc.) but in the morning I play 
full songs.”

His only instructions are no lyrics, 
so Getzler edits the songs on a comput-
er and loads them into the system for 
ready access. At a moment’s notice, he 
can send pretty much anything through 
the speakers.

Including some originals. 
When he’s not working at the track, 

Getzler is a blues guitarist and accom-

plished musician. The Long Island resi-
dent looks the part of a 1970s rocker, 
and early in the meet played live acous-
tic guitar out through the soundboard 
and into Saratoga Race Course.

“The first day we were up here I 
patched my acoustic guitar into the 
board and I was playing pieces live,” 
he said. “I was just sitting here and I 
played. That’s a little risky . . . but re-
ally livens it up.”

The guitar has stayed in its case 
since, but Getzler does mix in some of 
his tunes with the legends. His Sara-
toga rental came with keyboard and he 
has played a few bits over a drum loop 
and worked it through his computer to 
create a custom 20-second song that 
fits in with the rock legends.

“I enjoy it. The horse racing gets 
kind of mundane to me and I’m not 
here for the horses anyway – I’m an 
audio guy,” he said. “You can’t really 
do both. That’s not good for business 
here. Not good for television, not good 
for audio. I don’t gamble at all, not in 
the least.”

Based in two converted tractor-trail-
ers behind the Carousel simulcast cen-
ter, Getzler does more than music. He 
mixes all the audio pieces of a day at the 
races – Jason Blewitt and Andy Serling’s 
pre-race commentary, Tom Durkin’s 
race calls, anything that goes out over 
the various speakers and televisions on 
the grounds, and on the NYRA simul-
cast feed. He works with a full crew of 
people including a technical director in 
the next room – whose countdown tells 
Getzler when to turn off the music and 
let the various players talk. In addition 

  The ouTSiDe RaiL

By Joe 
clancy

Rock on, 
Saratoga

Lengths Ahead of the Field
Engel Law Offices 

is a full service law office 
willing to serve your legal needs 
in the following practice areas:

Engel Law Offices
1104 Middleline Road, 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-490-1770 
www.engelatty.com

• Estate Planning
• Business Development

• Civil Litigation
• Criminal Defense/Traffic/DWI

• Equine Law
Please contact us with your legal questions

GET IN THE WINNER’S CIRCLE 
WITH FAST FURLONG STABLE

Partnership shares available in 2-year old colts from March 2009 OBS

Fiery Forest (Sire: Forest Danger)
Power Punch (Sire: Congaree)

EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY TO 
BE A THOROUGHBRED OWNER!

CALL PAUL BRAUS AT FAST FURLONG STABLE: 
(914) 925-3596

See MuSic page 37
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Magna �erapy

352-804-8155
Call for an appointment today:

Pulsed Electro-Magnetic Frequency �erapy

Debbie Kral              Nerio Vargas

42 years 
experie

nce

to the in-house shows, he coordinates 
audio for the various NYRA products 
on the MSG Network.

On the job for the past seven months, 
he appreciates the chance to stretch his 
musical legs.

“I worked here a long time ago and 
they didn’t have the capacity to do what 
I do now,” he said. “They didn’t have 
a contract with ASCAP (American So-
ciety of Composers, Authors and Pub-

lishers) so we couldn’t play anything. 
Now that they do, I just sit here at 
my computer and edit them so they’re 
playable. It could be any song.”

Basically invisible and otherwise 
anonymous, Getzler can impact your 
day at the track – just by choosing a 
song. And the impact is spreading far 
beyond Saratoga.

“I got a call from an OTB in Ohio 
and another one in Texas I think; they 
said people were coming in early just to 
listen to what I play in the morning,” 
he said. “Go figure. I’m glad people are 
enjoying it because that’s why I’m do-
ing it.”

Music –
 Continued from page 36

Tod Marks
John Getzler, Saratoga Race Course’s head audio engineer – and music man.
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Jenny Mirling/Charlie Goodridge

518-691-0254

518-691-0254

Associate Broker

376 Broadway
Saratoga Springs, NY 
 jmirling@prudentialmanor.com 

28 Hill Road, Stillwater NY 
Spectacular Lake Sunsets.  

Country Club feel to the back yard.

A most special home with opulent 
interior spaces both formal 

and informal. 

Beautiful 20x40 pool!

Nature galore.  
4 Bedroom, 2 ½ baths 

LAND!

Minutes to Broadway, hilltop 3.4 acres with 
breathtaking stunning views. 5 Maddy Groves 

$ 179,000
15.4 acres just 6 miles east of Broadway; pri-
vate, treed site with view of  Fish Creek valley. 
Co. Road 68

$ 92,800
4.2 commercial site on Route 9 just south of 
Exit 16, 470’ frontage.

$ 228,000
6.6 acres with 1,038’ frontage on Kaydeross Av-
enue West, old post and beam barn included.

Well-maintained 19 year old 3 bedroom con-
temporary home with an indoor pool.  Excel-
lent condition, bright, cedar siding. 2 acres

This landmark Saratoga property overlooks 
Congress Park and invites you to experience 
a spacious and grand Italianate villa from the 
Victorian era.  Currently a 2-unit and easily 
convertible to a one.

Overlooks the picturesque Oklahoma Track. 
4 separate bedroom suites plus large open 
spaces for entertaining. 2 fireplaces, pool, over 
3,100 square feet.

Just-built intown 3-family.  Each unit is 2-level, 
large, elegant and expandable. Live in one and 
collect rent, purchase with 2 friends as your 
“summer place to be.”

An amazing hilltop home on 46+ acres for 
an incredibly low price – owner must go – 3 
master suites, hardwood floors, very well built 
2,500’ on one level with room to expand on 
second level.

Five years ago, Billy Badgett took a 
step back from horse racing. 

He needed time to recharge his bat-
teries after spending more than three de-
cades in the business, including 20 years 
as a trainer. The rigors of early morn-
ings and stressful afternoons became 
tiresome, and Badgett needed time. Call 
it a semi-retirement; Badgett always in-
tended to make a comeback as a trainer 
when the time was right. He just needed 
some time to refocus; and time to enjoy 
his family.

“It was more personal reasons than 
anything. I wanted to spend time with 
my kids,” Badgett said “They’re a little 
bit older now, so I don’t have to worry 
about them as much.” 

Badgett never left horse racing al-
together though. During his hiatus, he 
turned his attention to the bloodstock 
business. The work was ideal for a train-
er who wanted to take time to focus on 
other aspects of his life, but didn’t want 
to leave racing completely. Now he is 
back to worrying about his own horses 
full-time. He returned to the stable full-
time in May 2007, and amazingly, the 
transition has been relatively seamless. 
The trainer oversaw roughly 30 horses 
upon his retirement, and now trains 20 
for many of the same clients.

“I really got 100 percent support 
from my owners,” Badgett said, “I’m 
back with pretty much the same people 
I trained for previously. I’ve been with 
them for a long time, and they’re very 
supportive and tremendous owners. 
That made it easier coming back.”

Badgett enjoyed modest success 

last year at Saratoga when he won 
two races in 20 starts. This year, he 
matched that total before the first 
week ended. On Aug. 1, Badgett’s 
3-year-old Retriever fetched an allow-
ance win in the fifth – at 17-1. Two 
races later, Chestoria stormed home 
first in the Lake Luzerne Stakes. Three 
more wins put Badgett at five for the 
meet, from just 12 starts.

Despite the small numbers, the train-
er wasn’t surprised by his early success 
at Saratoga.

“I actually thought coming in from 
Belmont that we could have a pretty 
decent meet,” Badgett said. “We just 
wanted to, more or less, put the horses 
in the right races, and the horses came 
out of Belmont doing very well.”

Badgett left Belmont optimistic about 
his chances for a strong Saratoga, and 

he could add to the total as the early 
wins left his stable on schedule for re-
turn trips to the starting gate.

“Chestoria is going to run in the 
Yaddo for New York-breds on August 
23. She’s doing extremely well, and Re-
triever is going to run back next week,” 
Badgett said. “Exclusive Scheme is a fil-
ly of mine who won an allowance race. 
I’m going to run her back in a stakes 
race September 1; she’s doing great, she 
went from a $25,000 claimer to, pos-
sibly, a stakes horse which has been 
great.”

Badgett’s talented older horses have 
proven themselves so far this summer, 
but a nice mix of younger talent also 
has the trainer excited for the second 
half of the meet.

“I have a maiden named Wild Con-
ga; when he runs back he should do 
very well,” Badgett said Aug. 19. “Last 
Noble, who broke his maiden here last 
week, is going to run toward the end of 
the meet. I have a Tiznow filly, I’m With 
You, she’s doing extremely well. She’s 
probably going to make her first start 
next week.”

The demand of training horses is 
enough to wear down the hardest work-
aholics. It involves countless hours of 
preparation only to come up on the los-
ing end more often than not. The wins 
are satisfying, but there is little time to 
celebrate when you have another saddle 
to fasten or leg to wrap. Despite all the 
daily stresses of the game, Badgett never 
wanted to retire from racing completely 
in 2004; and in 2009 he can’t see him-
self leaving any time soon.

“When I made the commitment to 
come back I decided to stay with it 
for a while,” Badgett said. “Plus, once 
it gets in your blood you’re in trouble 
anyway.”

Once a trainer, always a trainer.

by ColIn beaURy

he is bouncing back
Badgett jumps out 
to strong Saratoga

Tod Marks
Billy Badgett is off to a strong start at The Spa.
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Vineyard Haven (Gr. l)
Zensational (Gr. l)

Go Go Shoot
Bustin Stones (Gr. l)
Macho Again (Gr. l)
Icabad Crane (Gr. l)

Awesome Gem (Gr. l placed)
Buddy’s Humor (Gr. III)

Dashing Debby
Little Nick

Forty Thieves
Sky Mystic

Ten Most Wanted (Gr. l)
Stately Character (Gr. I)
Hopeful Image (Gr. II)

Toccet (Gr. l)
Soto (Gr. ll)

Coach Jimi Lee (Gr. II)
Bella Bellucci (Gr. l)
Fagedaboudit Sal
Galloping Grocer
Mazhilla (Gr. lll)

Acey Deucey (Gr. l)
Moon Catcher (Gr. l)
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Cell: (352) 427-1600
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Contact Jim Crupi
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OK, we got motivated. 
Ryan, Joe and I were humbled in 

the Fasig-Tipton 5K. Not necessarily 
by our time, Ryan and I made the first 
page of results, but by how we felt. 

I felt like a lead pony by the last 
race; hot, tired, getting bumped 
around, spur marks on my side, steel 
shoes heavier by the step, wishing for 
the finish.

For the first time in history I 
couldn’t run down Ryan. He beat 
me by a couple of seconds, sprinting 
across the line while I wheezed and 
huffed. Varmint. 

Asked how it went, Ryan answered 
succinctly, “I beat who I needed to 
beat,” the 16-year-old varsity cross 
country runner said. 

We’ve run every day (but one) since 
the race. That’s what happens when 
you get humbled. Needless to say, this 
newfound motivation will pass, but 
for now, we’re runners.

Ryan and I went out at noon Sun-
day. It might as well have been Bagh-
dad. The air hung like spaghetti sauce 
and the sun beat down like a light in 
an interrogation room. My legs felt 
like they were pumping sand instead 
of blood. Fasig-Tipton’s Dennis Lynch 
saw us, while stopping for a sandwich 
at Pepper’s. 

“I didn’t know  you were training 
for that race,” Lynch said. 

“We’re a day ahead of schedule for 
next year,” Ryan said. 

 Monday wasn’t much better, sim-
ply miles logged. We skipped Tuesday. 
Wednesday we ran at 11 o’clock at 
night. It was either go for a run or go 
to The Parting Glass. Joe and I needed 
to blow off steam from Deadline 19 
and Ryan needed to remove himself 
from AP Chemistry’s summer curricu-
lum (I now understand why I didn’t 
get straight A’s). We decided to run, 
air out the deadline blues. One thing 
about being sober in Saratoga is your 
desire to walk in the Glass diminishes. 
We drive past each night when we’re 

heading home from the office, I see the 
same old tired faces telling the same 
old tired stories. So we went for a 
run. 

Running in Saratoga takes on a dif-
ferent light than running at home. 

Civilization. 
Robert Cutler, assistant for Tom 

Voss, pedaled his bike down East Av-
enue, heading back to the Annex. Cut-
ler had listened to Kevin McKrell sing 
Irish ballads at the new Irish bar, Irish 
Times. We ventured up East, darker 
by the block. Three sets of feet slap-
ping off the macadam, one bike chain 
doing the work for the fourth. Rob-
ert pedaled and talked about cashing 
a ticket in the late double (he had it 
for $1) and how how much it would 
mean to win the Mickey Walsh Me-
morial – Thursday’s jump race named 
in memory of Robert’s former boss 
and forever mentor. 

Joe, Ryan and I had been running 
for about a mile and a half, we labored 
through the conversation. That’s no 
problem to Robert.

I thought about the time Robert 
unsnapped the shank from Talkin 
Butter for the 1991 Sandhills Cup at 
the Stoneybrook Steeplechase, Walsh’s 
hunt meet in Southern Pines, N.C. 

“In all the years I’ve been here, I’ve 
never won the Sandhills Cup,” Cutler 
said to a 21-year-old bad-riding kid, 
as Talkin Butter bolted to the start. He 
won, Cutler had his Sandhills Cup. 

This is what happens when you 
run, your mind goes adrift, back to 18 
years ago riding some forgotten jump-
er at a defunct meet during a different 
era – 30 pounds, concussions, careers, 
deaths and births, stops and starts. 

We said goodbye to Robert, who 
wished us luck on our run. We told 
him we’d see him in the paddock, as 
best we could through tired lungs.

About 14 hours later, Left Unsaid 
rallied to win the M.G. Walsh Me-
morial and there was Robert, hosing 
off the promising youngster and then 
sprinting to get in the trophy presen-
tation. There were coats, ties, dresses, 
silver and Robert. Nobody belonged 
there more.

All I could think about was our 
run.

“I’d sure like to win M.G.’s race to-
morrow. It would mean a lot to me,” 
Cutler said, over and over, like we 
could do something about it. 

Robert is the most at-peace person 
I’ve ever known. And he doesn’t even 
run.

  CuP oF CoFFee

By 
Sean clancy

Running  
with Robert

Tod Marks
Robert Cutler escorts Left Unsaid into the pad-
dock on Thursday.
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