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“…ran like a seasoned pro.”
– The Blood-Horse

“He’s got a big engine underneath him.”
– Todd Kabel, jockey

Kudos for

MI SUENO, out of $6 million Keeneland November saletopper Madcap Escapade, 
broke her maiden by 6 1/2 in Del Mar’s Sorrento S.-G3.

PULPIT
A.P. INDY – 
PREACH, by 
MR. PROSPECTOR     

2009: 
16 Stakes 
Horses,
FOUR 
Graded SWs

Mi 
Sueno

by

Ghost 
Fleet

by

ARCH
KRIS S. 
– AURORA, 
by DANZIG

2009: 
THREE 
New SWs, 
11 Stakes 
Horses

 Post Office Box 150   Paris, Kentucky 40362-0150
Tel.(859) 233-4252   Fax 987-0008   claibornefarm.com

INQUIRIES TO BERNIE SAMS   e-mail:  bernie@claibornefarm.com
PHOTOS © BENOIT / MICHAEL BURNS

GHOST FLEET drew off by 4 3/4 to keep his perfect record intact 
in Woodbine’s $150,000 Vandal S.

90695.CLB.Pulpit-ArchSARSpcl8-15.indd   1 8/14/09   8:50:28 AM
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HAMMERTOWN INSURANCE AGENCY
“PROTECTING EQUINE INVESTMENTS”

Contact: Anya Sheckley  PO Box 90, Pine Plains, NY 12567
Tel: 646-872-6843     Email: info@hammertowninsurance.com
Fax: 518-398-5143   Web: www.hammertowninsurance.com

Call to discuss “Fall of the Hammer” 
coverage for the upcoming sales.

Worth Repeating
“Oh the first one was much harder. My mother was in the front row, bawl-
ing her eyes out, I wanted to look at her and acknowledge her, but I had to 
look away. Once she started crying, I started crying.”

Chris mcCarron, when asked which was more difficult, his speech 
when inducted into the Hall of fame or his keynote speech friday

“Steeplechase people view a fence as an opportunity to build a career, not 
an obstacle.”

Stuart Janney, who presented 
Hall of fame steeplechaser Ben Nevis II friday

“Should I send one to Toadie?”
Sallee’s Phil Hauswald, when picking up The Special friday morning; 

Sallee’s Toadie Taylor is at Belmont Park for the summer

“Loud Mouth.”
Name on mike Luzzi’s hat 

“Somebody asked me where I got it, I said the Super Bowl, where do you 
think I got it?”

Jockey mike Luzzi while wearing a 
Breeders’ Cup belt buckle from Lone Star Park

“He inspired me so much, I wanted to come back and train my horses again.”
Trainer Tom Voss after hearing Wayne Lukas

 speak at the Hall of fame a few years ago

“Can you buy lawn seats?”
Jim Howard, when asking about the Hall of fame induction

“That’s some golf cart.”
mary Ryan when seeing the Special’s golf cart with Larina Velazquez, 

mary mcGlothlin, Jack Clancy, Jane motion and Sean Clancy

“I’m going to set fire to it next week.”
Jump jockey Xavier Aizpuru about the last hurdle 

down the backside, he’s fallen at it two times in a row

Colin Beaury: “You get paid?”
Jack Clancy: “Not enough to make a living.”

The Special: “If you were tied for leading rider at the end of the meet and 
Tom Voss asked you to ride an even-money shot in the jump race, would 
you do it?”
Ramon Dominguez: “Steve, will you let me do it.”
Agent Steve Rushing: “Sure.”
Dominguez: “For real?”
Rushing: “Give me Voss’ number.”

“When I heard the news of the Hall of Fame I was speechless and ever 
since I’ve been trying not to say anything that could trigger a recount.”

Trainer Bob Baffert, in his Hall of fame speech

“Eddie, if you want to be a big flea, you’ve got to ride a big dog.”
Retired jockey Eddie maple, 

on career advice provided by Hall of fame trainer Woody Stephens

“Allen Jerkens hasn’t been in the Hall of Fame his entire life; it just seems 
like it.”

The Hall of fame’s mike Kane,
introducing Jerken at friday’s ceremony

“Imagine Bill Mott doing that to Kent Desormeaux.”
Jonathan Sheppard, on trainer Janet Elliot 

adjusting the stirrups on her jockey’s saddle before a race

517 Broadway, Suite 207
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

(Second Floor, around the back)

Phone: (518) 490-1175
Sean Mobile: (302) 545-7713
Joe Mobile: (302) 545-4424

E-mail: sean@st-publishing.com 
or jclancy@st-publishing.com

Internet: www.saratogaspecial.com

Published Wednesday through Sunday 
during the racing season. 
Every day of Sales Week Aug. 10-16.

The Staff
Editors/Publishers: Sean Clancy, Joe Clancy 
Staff Writers: Brian Nadeau, Karen Johnson, 
Ben Meyers, Katie Bo Williams, Colin Beaury
Photographers: Tod Marks, Dave Harmon, 
Connie Bush, Sarah Condon
Handicappers: Pete Fornatale, John Pana-
got, Gaile Fitzgerald, John Shapazian
Office Assistant: Jill Grant
Distribution: Ryan Clancy, Jack Clancy, 
Nolan Clancy, Jane Motion
Advertising Sales: Contact a Clancy or call 
Jon Bordeau (518) 812-4545 or Kathy Rubin 
at (203) 650-6815

ST Publishing Inc. Home Office
364 fair Hill Drive, Suite f,

Elkton, mD 21921
(410) 392-5867 • Fax (410) 392-0170

www.st-publishing.com
info@st-publishing.com

The Saratoga Special
Steeplechase Times

Thoroughbred Racing Calendar
The Best of The Saratoga Special

Saratoga Days and other acclaimed 
products and services 

within the equine industry.
Call us about your editorial needs.

“Editorial excellence is not a goal to be 
sought and one day acquired and then 
retired to the trophy case. It is instead 
an ambition which must be pursued 
each day, never ending, never totally 

achieved. That striving, that ambition is 
an essential part of our newspapers, a 

cornerstone of what we have been, 
what we are, and what we will be.”

– Lee Hills, Pulitzer Prize winner, 
Knight Ridder chief executive, in 1974

Here & There at Saratoga

Quote of the Day

1-800-523-8143
HoRsE TRanspoRTaTion

“He was the greatest ambassador American racing 
ever had.”

Turf writer Bill Nack, announcing the creation 
of the Joe Hirsch media Roll of Honor, 

at the Hall of fame ceremony

Tod Marks
Bode Baffert checks out the crowd at his father’s induction ceremony.
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Here & There at Saratoga

License Plate of the Day
PRTGLS, New York.

29, Rhode Island. We know the state is small but 
two digits on a license plate?

T-Shirt of the Day
“Careful or you’ll end up in my novel,” at the 
sales Friday morning

Name of the Day
Brother Bird, Race 2: Nothing tricky here with 
this son of Yonaguska out of Mining My Own. 
The catch, you ask? He’s a half-brother to Ken-
tucky Derby winner Mine That Bird.

Theartofcompromise, Race 3: This gelding is 
by Broken Vow out of Veiled Promises. Let’s 
hope everyone learned the lesson early.

Saratoga Lightning, Race 4: This guy leads into 
our next thing . . .

Weather
“I can’t talk about the weather for 15 minutes.”

Hall of fame jockey Chris mcCarron, 
on the suggested length of friday’s speech

Today, Sunday, Monday, Tuesday: High of 88 
and sunny
Wednesday: High of 80 with 40 percent chance 
of Thuderstorms

Tod Marks
CLASSIC. We made it half way through the meet, but we just couldn’t pass up this iconic shot of the morning workouts.
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ing a nice racehorse. He was a little bit 
of a tough 2-year-old, not bad, bad, you 
needed to handle him.”

Mott unveiled Courageous Cat last 
September when he finished fourth in a 
maiden on the turf at Belmont Park. Put 
away until March, he followed that ef-
fort with two decent tries on the dirt at 
Gulfstream and Belmont Park. Put back 
on the turf in a Belmont maiden June 
10, he skipped over yielding ground to 
break his maiden. Bumped up to stakes, 
he tracked the leader in the A Gift be-
fore securing his second career victory. 
The Hall of Fame was his graded stakes 
debut and third straight victory on the 
turf. Dirt is yesterday’s vision.

“He works well on the dirt, we were 
stuck with that dilemma,” Mott said. 
“His action is a little bit turfy, that be-
ing said, he works very good on the dirt 
and ran well enough on the dirt a couple 
of times, but it seems like this is where 
he’s going to wind up.”

This is where he’s going to shine. 
Sent off second choice, Courageous 

Cat took advantage of three horses try-
ing to bounce back from shipping to 
Colonial Downs a month ago and six 
other 3-year-olds who couldn’t match 
his tactical speed or his closing kick. 
Asked if a horse learns from winning, 
Mott thought about it for a moment 
and then explained. 

“I think he was getting it the last 
time, he’s learning the rhythm it takes. 
Kent said he took a big, deep breath 
about halfway through the race, that’s a 
good feeling when they do that,” Mott 
said. “This horse is handier than After 
Market, this horse you push the but-
ton and he’s there, quick. You can gal-
lop around there in 39 and you can hit 
the button and he’ll give you an 11 and 
change. He’s pretty good.”

Bill Mott needed to make a phone 
call after winning the Hall of Fame 
Stakes with Courageous Cat. The Hall 
of Fame trainer stopped at the edge of 
the clubhouse, pulled out his cell phone 
and dialed Martin Wygod.

“So, I told the press 
already if this one 
goes to California, I 
go with him,” Mott 
said. 

Wygod, owner 
and breeder of Cou-
rageous Cat, gets the 
joke. He took 2006 

race winner from Mott. A full-brother 
to Courageous Cat, After Market went 
to California. He blossomed on the 
firm turf courses there, winning Grade 
I stakes while residing in John Shirreffs’ 
shedrow.

Three years later, Mott has the little 
brother. And he might be better. Coura-
geous Cat collected his third consecutive 
victory when sweeping to a facile score 
in the Grade II turf stakes for 3-year-
olds.  

Kent Desormeaux placed the son of 
Storm Cat in second, just off favorite 
Straight Story. The leader, returning 
from two draining head defeats at Co-
lonial Downs, took the field through a 
quarter in 23.32 seconds and a half in 
47.19 while Courageous Cat stalked 
smoothly in second. Turning for home, 
Courageous Cat swept past Straight 
Story and headed for home. It was nev-
er in doubt. 

Courageous Cat switched to his left 
lead late, then swapped back to his 
right while skipping across the line 1 
3/4 lengths to the good of Sal The Bar-
ber who closed from fourth. Mott’s 
other entrant, Al Khali, checked behind 
a faltering Straight Story, then slipped 
through to pick up third. Courageous 
Cat finished the 9 furlongs in 1:45.90.

“He’s been fancy since he was a baby, 
he’s bred to be the right kind. He always 
had a lot of ability,” Mott said. “Num-
ber one, you try the dirt, because that’s 
really important to a stallion. He takes 
a little special handling, he’s a Storm 
Cat, it paid off and he’s settling into be-

HaLL of 
faMe 

STakeS
RecaP

By SeAn CLAnCy

See Hall of fame page 7

Hall of Fame –
 Continued from page 6Little brother, same result

Mott takes another turf 
stakes with Courageous Cat

Tod Marks
Courageous Cat, full-brother to 2006 winner After market, glides across the line in the Hall of 
fame stakes.

Design a room 
around this...

Portraits of Man or Beast
Paintings, Prints, Fine China, French Wrought Iron

 BeresfordGallery.com
Rt.82, Unionville, PA (Near Kennett Square)

...custom 
wrought iron 

refrigerator 
handles.

Polo handles 
also available.

Come see us in Willowdale Town Center in Kennett Square 
November & December • Wednesday – Saturday 10 – 5

and always by appointment.

�  

Open Daily 9am-7pm  All of August
BeresfordGallery.com • 518-583-4523

145 UNION AVE • SARATOGA

Beresford Gallery

Fine Art Prints

Our 29th year in Saratoga 

Ask us about our Trophy Division!

Peter Williams - “Saratoga Paddock at its Finest”
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TERRY LINDSEY EQUIDAE GALLERY

Fort Christopher’s Selling Saturday Aug. 15 at the Fasig-Tipton Preferred Sales

Selling Sunday Aug. 16

Thoroughbreds, LLC

Hip 334  . . . . . . . colt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kafwain — Stormy Girl
Hip 378  . . . . . . . colt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rockport Harbor — Anclote 
Hip 392  . . . . . . . colt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Smarty Jones — Bigger Half
Hip 398  . . . . . . . filly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Unbridled Energy — Burl
Hip 407  . . . . . . . filly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tapit — Clever Turk

Hip 463  . . . . . . . filly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Smoke Glacken — Hooked
Hip 482  . . . . . . . colt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gulch — Light Wave
Hip 522  . . . . . . . colt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Consolidator — Private Idaho

Barn 8
Christopher Shelli - 518-858-1790
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of a tough 2-year-old, not bad, bad, you 
needed to handle him.”

Mott unveiled Courageous Cat last 
September when he finished fourth in a 
maiden on the turf at Belmont Park. Put 
away until March, he followed that ef-
fort with two decent tries on the dirt at 
Gulfstream and Belmont Park. Put back 
on the turf in a Belmont maiden June 
10, he skipped over yielding ground to 
break his maiden. Bumped up to stakes, 
he tracked the leader in the A Gift be-
fore securing his second career victory. 
The Hall of Fame was his graded stakes 
debut and third straight victory on the 
turf. Dirt is yesterday’s vision.

“He works well on the dirt, we were 
stuck with that dilemma,” Mott said. 
“His action is a little bit turfy, that be-
ing said, he works very good on the dirt 
and ran well enough on the dirt a couple 
of times, but it seems like this is where 
he’s going to wind up.”

This is where he’s going to shine. 
Sent off second choice, Courageous 

Cat took advantage of three horses try-
ing to bounce back from shipping to 
Colonial Downs a month ago and six 
other 3-year-olds who couldn’t match 
his tactical speed or his closing kick. 
Asked if a horse learns from winning, 
Mott thought about it for a moment 
and then explained. 

“I think he was getting it the last 
time, he’s learning the rhythm it takes. 
Kent said he took a big, deep breath 
about halfway through the race, that’s a 
good feeling when they do that,” Mott 
said. “This horse is handier than After 
Market, this horse you push the but-
ton and he’s there, quick. You can gal-
lop around there in 39 and you can hit 
the button and he’ll give you an 11 and 
change. He’s pretty good.”

Bill Mott needed to make a phone 
call after winning the Hall of Fame 
Stakes with Courageous Cat. The Hall 
of Fame trainer stopped at the edge of 
the clubhouse, pulled out his cell phone 
and dialed Martin Wygod.

“So, I told the press 
already if this one 
goes to California, I 
go with him,” Mott 
said. 

Wygod, owner 
and breeder of Cou-
rageous Cat, gets the 
joke. He took 2006 

race winner from Mott. A full-brother 
to Courageous Cat, After Market went 
to California. He blossomed on the 
firm turf courses there, winning Grade 
I stakes while residing in John Shirreffs’ 
shedrow.

Three years later, Mott has the little 
brother. And he might be better. Coura-
geous Cat collected his third consecutive 
victory when sweeping to a facile score 
in the Grade II turf stakes for 3-year-
olds.  

Kent Desormeaux placed the son of 
Storm Cat in second, just off favorite 
Straight Story. The leader, returning 
from two draining head defeats at Co-
lonial Downs, took the field through a 
quarter in 23.32 seconds and a half in 
47.19 while Courageous Cat stalked 
smoothly in second. Turning for home, 
Courageous Cat swept past Straight 
Story and headed for home. It was nev-
er in doubt. 

Courageous Cat switched to his left 
lead late, then swapped back to his 
right while skipping across the line 1 
3/4 lengths to the good of Sal The Bar-
ber who closed from fourth. Mott’s 
other entrant, Al Khali, checked behind 
a faltering Straight Story, then slipped 
through to pick up third. Courageous 
Cat finished the 9 furlongs in 1:45.90.

“He’s been fancy since he was a baby, 
he’s bred to be the right kind. He always 
had a lot of ability,” Mott said. “Num-
ber one, you try the dirt, because that’s 
really important to a stallion. He takes 
a little special handling, he’s a Storm 
Cat, it paid off and he’s settling into be-
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Hall of Fame –
 Continued from page 6Little brother, same result

Mott takes another turf 
stakes with Courageous Cat

Tod Marks
Courageous Cat, full-brother to 2006 winner After market, glides across the line in the Hall of 
fame stakes.
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Shaun Bridgmohan showed that the 
neck injury he suffered in July is be-
hind him when he won his first race of 
the meet in Friday’s second aboard the 
Steve Asmussen-trained East Breaks. 

“It was pretty 
exciting, she ran 
very well and ran 
a big race,” Bridg-
mohan said. “I’ve 
been riding her 

and been working her, so I know how 
she is to ride. I just wanted to be pa-
tient with her and it turned out well.”

Bridgmohan paced in fourth through 
a half-mile, brought his filly into con-
tention in the stretch and split horses 
for a 2 3/4-length victory over Uno 
Peso (Julien Leparoux) and Spina (Ra-
mon Dominguez). Heiligbrodt Stable’s 
East Breaks won her third race, and 
got Bridgmohan back to the winner’s 
circle.

Everything worked in the jockey’s 
favor, which had not been the case of 
late. He injured his neck in a fall this 
July, a day after wrapping up a solid 

fRiDay’S 
RaciNg RecaP

By CoLIn BeAURy & BRIAn nADeAU

Tod Marks
Shaun Bridgmohan and East Breaks return to the winner’s circle after the second race on friday.

Bridgmohan gets back to winning
Jockey puts neck 
injury behind him

See friday page 10

Thorndale Farm
Hip 312 ..... colt ....................... Forest Danger - Shannonaire
Hip 314 ..... filly .....Strong Contender - Shesadreamcatcher
Hip 320 ..... colt ..............................Bandini - So Long Dearie
Hip 365 ..... filly ..........................................Suave - Wolf Alert
Hip 409 ..... colt ........................... Midas Eyes - Crafty Potion

Hip 476 ..... filly ....................... Flower Alley - Kindness (GB)
Hip 479 ..... colt ................................Bandini - Lake Princess
Hip 480 ..... colt ................................ Bowman’s Band - Liese
Hip 481 ..... colt .............................Consolidator - Lightbeam
Hip 486 ..... colt .................Gilded Time - Lizzie Worthington
Hip 488 ..... colt .............................War Chant - Lookin’ Swell
Hip 502 ..... colt ...............Medaglia d’Oro - Miss Mary (ARG)

Barn 9 Thorndale Farm  Jonathan Thorne  Mobile: 859-321-3646

Sunday, Aug. 16

Selling at the Fasig-Tipton NY Bred Preferred Sales

Stakes graduates include:

Zippy Shannon, winner the 
Schenectady Handicap and 

$241,099. 

Chief’s Lake, $304,432, winner of 
two legs of the Big Apple Triple

Don’t Forget Gil, winner of 
Florida Oaks, second in the Gr. I 
Coaching Club American Oaks.

Sweet Bama Breeze, second in 
$100,000 Fifth Avenue Stakes.

Saturday, Aug. 15
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Saratoga Selected Yearlings, August 10-11
Yearlings by:

DIXIE UNION, INDIAN CHARLIE, MALIBU MOON, MEDAGLIA D’ORO, 

SILVER TRAIN, SONGANDAPRAYER, STORM CAT, STREET CRY

Saratoga New York Bred Preferred Yearlings, 
August 15-16

Yearlings by:
A. P. WARRIOR, BANDINI (2), BELLAMY ROAD (2), BROKEN VOW, CLOSING ARGUMENT (2), EDDINGTON, 

EUROSILVER (2), FOREST DANGER, FRIENDS LAKE, FUSAICHI PEGASUS,GIACOMO, GRAND SLAM, 
GREELEY’S GALAXY (6), HOOK AND LADDER, INCLUDE, JUMP START, LANGFUHR, MACHO UNO, 

PEACE RULES, POWERSCOURT, PURGE,QUIET AMERICAN, SHARP HUMOR, SILVER TRAIN, 
TALE OF THE CAT, TEN MOST WANTED, THUNDER GULCH, TIZNOW, TOUCH GOLD

Pat Costello
449 Lewis Hargett Circle 
Suite 190 Lexington, KY 40503
(859) 296-6455 • Fax (859) 296-6465
Email:paramount@paramountsales.net
www.paramountsales.net

Envision Your Success
VISIONAIRE

2008 NetJets King’s Bishop S. (G1)
VISIONAIRE

2008 NetJets King’s Bishop S. (G1)
DA’ TARA
2008 Belmont Stakes (G1)
DA’ TARA
2008 Belmont Stakes (G1)

Paramount Sales  Saratoga Graduates

PM 8-31-09 SS:3-14-06 CTBH  8/3/09  4:44 PM  Page 1
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“It’s been tough; it’s like starting all 
over again with such a tough, competi-
tive jockey colony,” He said. “Saratoga 
obviously isn’t the ideal place to come 
back from an injury; it’s that much 
tougher here, but with this win hope-
fully I can build on this and go for-
ward.”

• Jean-Luc Samyn snatched his first 
win of the meet to kick off racing on 
Hall of Fame Friday at the Spa. 

Samyn won with Eltish Star, a 26-1 
longshot trained by Paulino Ortiz, in 
the 6-furlong claimer. Giorgi Stable’s 
4-year-old gelding was ninth after a 
quarter-mile, spotting several lengths 
to pacesetters Go Lex Go and Band Of 
Thunder. Samyn bided his time in the 
rear of the field, as Band Of Thunder 
led through a half-mile in a manage-
able 45.50 seconds. Band Of Thunder 
still led by 2 1/2 lengths in the stretch, 
but Samyn urged his horse relentlessly 
and Eltish Star responded. The geld-
ing came on rapidly late, and overtook 
Band Of Thunder (Jose Lezcano) and 
Classic Moon (Dominguez) in the final 
strides. 

“I rode him a couple of times, but 
this was the first time going three-
quarters of a mile,” Samyn said. “We 
took a little drop in class, but with the 
distance we were a little bit concerned. 
Paulino wanted to run him because 
there were no other options, and we 
are all glad he did.”

• Lezcano took the fifth, a 7-furlong 
starter handicap for fillies and mares, 
as Kissa Melissa visited the winner’s 
circle for the sixth time in her career, 

and gave trainer Mitch Friedman his 
first win of the meet. 

A 4-year-old daughter of Full Man-
date, Kissa Melissa broke 10th in the 
11 horse field but unlike most other 
previous starts she was at home rat-
ing off the early pace. Kissa Melissa 
responded in the stretch with a wide 
move and won going away from Boss 
Tiffany (Eibar Coa) and Fort Carillon 
(Samyn) by 3 3/4 lengths. Owned by 
Sunny Meadow Farm, Kissa Melissa 
covered the 7 furlongs in 1:23.22. 
Lezcano, who ran away with the Gulf-
stream Park jockey crown with 71 
winners, won for the sixth time at the 
Saratoga meet.

“Last time I sent her a little bit, and 
this time I let her lay alone,” Lezcano 
said. “I started asking her at the end, 
and she came flying.”

• Owner Leslie Lammers summed it 
up nicely after Ready’s Clyde upset the 
last. 

“I’m perfect so far at Saratoga.”
Lammers’ son of More Than Ready 

shocked the finale at an even $50 when 
he closed from eighth under Rajiv 
Maragh to post a 1-length win over 
Find The Wire (Javier Castellano) and 
Holiday Trip (Jose Espinoza).

Ready’s Clyde, trained by Odin 
Londono Jr., had run four times at Suf-
folk Downs this year on the main track 
and made the trip to Saratoga on the 
heels of an entry-level allowance score 
July 27. With no races in the condition 
book for the 2-for-13 runner, Lammers 
and Londono looked elsewhere. Enter 
the Spa.

meet at Churchill Downs. With 41 
wins, Bridgmohan placed fifth in the 
standings and hoped to channel that 
success toward Saratoga. Unfortunate-
ly, an early morning spill put those as-
pirations on hold.

“The day after the Churchill Downs 
meet ended, I was out working horses 
and I got hurt in the morning,” Bridg-
mohan said. “I started back a little bit 
quicker than I anticipated, but every-
thing with the injury was progressing 
extremely well; faster than everybody 
thought so I was able to come back.”

In a sport where success is predicat-

ed on sharp timing and reflexes, inju-
ries can be costly for jockeys. Readjust-
ing and re-establishing a comfort level 
is often hard for athletes returning to 
their sport. Especially in horse racing.

“It’s been a bit of a challenge getting 
back, especially when you miss the first 
week of riding here. You just have to 
start all over again,” Bridgmohan said. 
“This is such a prestigious meet all the 
horses that you would want to ride 
have been taken.”

Although he made a speedy recov-
ery, not being able to get on a horse for 
a few weeks cost Bridgmohan mounts 
that he may have been able to secure 
otherwise. The jockey kept a positive 
attitude, though, and if Friday’s ride 
was any indication, the mounts will 
keep coming.

 

 

 

Today’s Racing Digest 
Professional Handicapping Information for the Horseplayer, Owner, Trainer, and Jockey since 1970 

Now  Available 
for Saratoga 

 

 Today’s Free Race Analysis 

"I basically do three things, the first of which combines reading 
with statistical handicapping.  I use the Racing Digest, which is 
my computer on paper, the Daily Racing Form, and a couple of 
independent clockers who are pretty good." Professional 
Handicapper James E. Allard AKA "Jimmy The Hat" - from 
an interview published in the March/April 2009 edition of Horse Player Magazine 

 Download the full Saratoga Digest at www.todaysracingdigest.com for only $5.00  
use promo code SART2009 to receive 50% off your next 2 Digest purchases 

RACE # 3 Saratoga, August 15, 2009 
Hot Minute was impressive in her debut with Cal-bred straight Maidens 
July 11.  He set a fast pace under pressure and drew off to win by almost 
five lengths, while earning a solid rating for the level.  He tops the charting 
by a good margin and looks like HF 15 material to repeat.  Captain Sword 
and Inherit The Gold could be the two that fight it out for the place spot.  
Captain Sword has finished in the money in four straight with three of 
those coming against this kind.  Inherit The Gold dominated Cal-bred 
Maidens at a flat mile March 14, then was 2nd with this kind also at a mile 
April 2.  He's worked six times since July 9 and has the ratings to challenge 
if he's cranked up.   by Today’s Racing Digest 

Today’s Free Fractional Charting by Today’s Racing Digest 
(Projected times at each point of call for today’s race) 

Comprehensive Handicapping Information 

Expert Race Analysis 
Paddock Profiles 
Class and Pace Analysis 
Claim Analysis 
Speed and Pace figures 

Performance Ratings for 
each horse 
Class and Pace Analysis 
Fractional Charting 
Quick Picks 

Different than Other Handicapping Publications 

Running lines adjusted to 
today’s race distance and 
surface 
Unique jockey/trainer stats 
Key race features 
Paddock Profile 

Workout analysis (currently 
only California) 
Running style stats and 
analysis 
Track Bias 
Horses to Watch (BTL) 

  
NAME- BY ORDER 

OF FINISH  1/4   1/2    3/4 FINISH LF 
   TRK, DATE & 

RCS BK 
 7F - ALW Avg This Level :22.8 :45.9 01:10.9 01:24.2    

1 Hot Minute  22.4 45.9 01:11.1 01:24.9 39   BEL-07/11/09-1 

2 Captain Sword  25.3 48.3 01:12.9 01:25.3 37   BEL-06/04/09-4 

3 Pegasian (a)  23.6 46.1 01:11.7 01:25.4 39.3 
  BEL-05/16/09-3

 

4 Close Encounter  23.2 46.4 01:12.2 01:25.6 39.2 
  SAR-08/29/08-2

 

5 Temore  23.6 46.7 01:12.3 01:25.8 39.1 
  BEL-05/02/09-1

 

6 Her Latest Flame  24 46.7 01:12.7 01:26.8 40.1   SAR-08/01/09-1 

7 Goodbyeandgoodluck  23.7 46.5 01:12.3 01:26.8 40.3 
  AQU-03/29/09-4

 

8 Inherit The Gold  24.4 47.8 01:13.5 01:27.1 39.3 
  AQU-02/08/09-3

 

9 Theartofcompromise (a)  23.2 46.9 01:12.9 01:27.1 40.2 
  BEL-05/24/08-7

 

39 stakes horses, which include 11 graded stakes horses.

27 mares which became stakes producers after purchase 
including 16 who became graded stakes producers.

Yearling purchases from 2003-05 have earned over $8 million. 

Available to represent clientele at all East Coast auctions.
Pinhooking / Racing Partnerships also available.

McMAHON
BLOODSTOCK LLC

Since founding McMahon Bloodstock in 2000,
Mike McMahon has purchased:

(859) 983-7617
mike@mcmahonbloodstock.com
www.mcmahonbloodstock.com

Friday –
 Continued from page 8

See friday page 12
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Meet The All Play Stable Team…
  …learn about our Exciting, Affordable Racing Partnerships.

August 18,  1 p.m.
The Grey Gelding, 

423 Broadway

August 19
Women’s Day 
at Saratoga

www.allplaystable.com

Saratoga’s Finest Selection of 
Sportswear, memorabilia, 

collectables, jewelry & gifts 
for horse racing fans.

Antiques

GLENWOOD MANOR ANTIQUES

3 Floors
30 Dealers • 29th Year

Voted the best antique center in the North Country!
Corner of Quaker Rd (RT 254) & Glenwood Ave.

1 Mi. EAST OF EXIT 19
Open Daily Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-6

518-798-4747
glenwoodmanorantiques.com

Dark Tuesday Specials!

The Special 
on facebook 

facebook.com/ 
saratogaspecial
Ryan Clancy, Administrator
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“We finally found a condition for the 
horse after looking for quite some time. 
It’s tough to find a three-lifetime for a 
horse back home,” Lammers said. “We 
just didn’t have any races for him so we 
decided to come here when we saw this 
race on the turf. We thought he would 
be good because he had run well over 
it a few times earlier in his career. This 
is it, my only horse right here. And it’s 
my first starter at Saratoga. It’s just an 
unbelievable feeling to come here and 
win a race in my first try.”

• Ken McPeek ended an 0-for-25 
skid to start the meet when Bridgetown 
(Robby Albarado) ran away from a 

field of well-bred juvenile turfers in the 
sixth. The son of Speightstown entered 
off a solid second at Churchill Downs 
in his career debut June 27 and built 
off that effort to score gate-to-wire 
over Billions Boy (Maragh) and Eto’o 
(Lezcano).

McPeek has sent out several live run-
ners during the first two weeks of the 
meet but had four seconds and three 
thirds to show for his efforts. Long los-
ing streaks rarely go unnoticed on the 
Saratoga backstretch.

“This morning Allen Jerkens said to 
me that his wife was out hunting for 
cookbooks in case she had to fix duck 
before the meet was over,” McPeek 
said. “I said to him that I might need to 
borrow the book. Luckily (Bridgetown) 
got the job done out there today. She’s a 
very fast filly and showed some quick-
ness when she drew off.”

An Exhibition of Fine Sporting 
Paintings & Sculpture

August 1 - 30, 2009
Fasig-Tipton

Humphrey S. Finney
Sales Pavilion

Saratoga Springs, NY

Andre Pater (Polish-American, Born 1953) ‘Watermelon Jockey’, 
Pastel, 36” x 24”

Lexington, KY 40508
859.421.3436 | 518.583.2605

e-mail: info@crossgategallery.com

9am- 2pm daily,
9am - 5pm during sales week

Fine Art Since 1974

f

f

“Without Andy Beyer’s 
books, perhaps an entire 
generation of degenerate 
horseplayers such as  
myself could have  
been lost.”
–Andy Serling,  
NYRA TV analyst

Available wherever  
books are sold

Where winning begins

Beyerad_4c.indd   1 7/21/09   2:29:15 PM

Friday –
 Continued from page 10

WWW.HORSERACINGNATION.COM

Horse Racing’s newest on-line community 
and information resource.

Re-live racing history by browsing and contributing to The 
Wiki, a database of horse racing information built by and 
for horse racing fans, owners, breeders, trainers, jockeys 
and handicappers.

Tod Marks
Kissa melissa wins the fifth race on friday.
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Photos by Juan Ignacio Bozzello

Incurable Optimist
Leading Sire  
in Argentina, 

2008

New York-bred  
Horse of the 
Year, 1998

(Cure The Blues-Miss Turlington)

Owned by: John and Theresa Behrendt, 
Pablo and Victoria Duggan

Bred by: Dr. Joan Taylor & Dr. William Wilmot

Haras El Paraiso
Arellano 105, San Antonio de Areco

Tel. 02326-454130
bvpsa@arecoonline.com.ar

Sire of Life of Victory,  
Argentina’s Champion Stayer, 

Champion Older Horse and  
Horse of the Year, 2008

Sire of Inter Optimist  
Argentina’s Champion Miler, 

2008
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Tod Marks
Better Talk Now, the 2004 Sword Dancer winner, looks for another title this afternoon in the race.

“What happened at Saratoga exact-
ly five years and one day ago?”

The question 
would stump even 
the best game-
show players. Take 
a moment to sift 
it around in your 
mind. 

Hmmm. Pletch-
er won his first training title? Was that 
Bailey guy still riding? Did the lights go 
out on Birdstone’s Travers? 

Good guesses, but no. Give up? 
Want the answer?

Brent Johnson’s 5-year-old Better 
Talk Now won the Sword Dancer in 
his first attempt. And now 10, he might 
very well win his second when he at-
tempts to make history and become 
the oldest Grade I flat winner at Sara-
toga in a deep renewal of the $500,000 
stakes.

By BRIAn nADeAU

SWoRD 
DaNceR  

iNviTaTioNaL 
PRevieW

Quick history lesson
Better Talk Now, 
10, searches for 
another Grade I

See Sword dancer page 15
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Trained by Graham Motion for 
Johnson’s Bushwood Stable, Better 
Talk Now burst on the scene as a then 
spry youngster when he closed from 
last to win the 1 1/2-mile Sword Dancer 
in 2004 and earn his first Grade I win. 
Two starts later he upset the Breeders’ 
Cup Turf at Lone Star Park and joined 
the nation’s elite grass runners. Five 
years and 28 starts later he’s still in the 
discussion.

“He’s 10 and still going. How could 
you ever even imagine he would still 
be doing it at this age?” Motion said. 
“You would never even have thought 
about it. He just keeps telling us he 
wants to keep going, so we do. Every-
one keeps asking when he’s going to be 
retired and we’ve never even discussed 
it because we’ve never had any reason 
to.”

That’s because Better Talk Now re-
fuses to yield in the tug of war with 
Father Time. Sure, he might be getting 
a bit closer to the pool of water in the 
middle, but he’s banked $203,876 in 
nine starts over the last two years. In 
that span alone he’s been to Louisiana, 
Dubai, New York, Toronto, California 
and Kentucky. How’s that 1992 Chevy 
Cavalier dad bought you for your high 
school graduation holding up these 
days?

“Believe me, the day I call Brent 
and say that this horse just isn’t right 
we won’t go on with him. He doesn’t 
owe us a thing and we’ve never put 
any pressure on him to run,” Motion 

 

If you’re searching for a winning wine and spirit 

shopping experience… 

We’re the ODDS-ON Favorite. 

 
Closest fine wine & spirits shop to the track 

TONS of free parking 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK with extended hours for track season 

Large chilled selection and “cooler and track-friendly” packaging 

Great staff with professional wine and spirit education 

 

Crush & Cask….Your “BEST BET” for wine and spirits. 

 

Cheers! 

Jeff & Patty Novo, Owners 

 

518-306-6781 

www.crushandcask.com 

170 SOUTH BROADWAY
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY 12866

Sword Dancer –
 Continued from page 14

said. “Maybe after tomorrow we’ll say 
enough’s enough, but you sure couldn’t 
say that after his last race. As long as 
he’s been competitive in those races 
we’ll keep going. It’s like Nick (Zito) 
said with Commentator last week; he’s 
not going to run him against New York-
breds just to run the horse. And we’re 
not going to run Better Talk Now in 
overnight stakes in the Midatlantic.”

And that’s because they don’t have 
to. Better Talk Now showed in his last 
start, the Grade I Manhattan at Bel-
mont Park June 6, that there is still 
plenty of tread left on his tires. The son 
of Talkin Man closed from 11th and 14 
lengths behind to finish third, less than 
3 lengths in arrears of Gio Ponti, the 
best grass runner in the country who 
added Garde I scores in July’s Man O’ 
War and last weekend’s Arlington Mil-
lion.

Motion passed on a trip to Mon-
mouth Park in July for the Grade I 
United Nations where speedster Pre-
sious Passion ultimately ran off by 20 
lengths and wired the field. The Sword 
Dancer has been the goal since the be-
ginning of Better Talk Now’s ninth sea-
son of racing.

“This was the race that Brent want-
ed to target. We felt this would be his 
best shot to do something. The fact 
that no horse has ever won a Grade I 
as a 10-year-old wasn’t a goal by any 
means, but when someone brought 
it to my attention I thought it would 
be a tremendous feather in the horse’s 
cap,” Motion said. “The fact that he 
didn’t run at Monmouth is a blessing 
in the disguise because there’s no way 

See Sword dancer page 18

Family Owned and Operated for 30 Years! 
30½ Caroline Street, Saratoga Springs

518-584-9618
www.sperrysofsaratoga.com

For the best in seafood and pasta...
 Soft Shell Crabs in Season

 Maryland Crab Cakes  Fresh Pasta

New Garden Menu: Small Plates, Select Wine List

Relax after the races in our garden, 
the only one like it in Saratoga!

OPEN DAILYDinner: 5:30 -10pmBar: 5:30 to Closing

LIVE MUSIC 
Fridays & Saturdays

NO COVER
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Saturday, August 15. Post Time 1 p.m. Entries with program number, post 
position, jockey, trainer, and morning-line odds.

1ST (1:00) 7 fURLONGS 3&UP CLAImING ($16,000) | PURSE: $27,500
1  4 Fuhrever Dancing ......Chavez J F ............ Gullo Gary P ............2-1
1A 10 Hurricane Heat ..........Chavez J F ............ Gullo Gary P ............2-1
2  1 Bebob ........................Morales S ............. Jacobson David .......3-1
3  2 Hedge Fund ...............Luzzi M J .............. Persaud Randi .......20-1
4  3 Fregata ......................Espinoza J L ......... Toscano John T .......2-1
5  5 Gimmearoutine ..........Arroyo N Jr .......... Contessa Gary .........8-1
6  6 Morine’s Victory ........Theriot H J II ........ Terracciano Neal ....20-1
7  7 Double Or Nothing ....Leparoux J R ........ Maker Michael .........5-1
8  8 Api Mohkat ................Castanon J L ........ Hull Michael  .........15-1
9  9 Chief Export ...............Maragh R ............. Arroyo Enriqu ..........5-1
A-Coupled: Fuhrever Dancing and Hurricane Heat
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (1-3), Daily Double 

2ND (1:31) 6 fURLONGS 2YO mAIDEN PURSE: $55,000
1  1 Run to Grand Ave. .....Lezcano J ............. Levine Bruce N ......15-1
2  2 Liston ........................Garcia Alan ........... McLaughlin Kiaran ..3-1
3  3 World Record ............Castellano J J ....... McGaughey III C R ..6-1
4  4 My Piano Man ...........Theriot H J II ........ Nicks Ralph E ........15-1
5  5 Bulldogger .................Velazquez J R ....... Baffert Bob ..............7-2
6  6 Chief Counsel ............Desormeaux K J ... Mott William I ..........6-1
7  7 Brother Bird ...............Dominguez R A .... Pletcher Todd A .......4-1
8  8 West Hampton ..........Maragh R ............. Lukas D Wayne .....12-1
9  9 Callide Valley .............Leparoux J R ........ Kenneally Eddie .....10-1
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (2-4)  Pick 4 Races 
(2-5), Daily Double 

3RD (2:02) 7 fURLONGS 3&UP NY BRED ALLOWANCE PURSE: $48,000
1  5 Pegasian ....................Leparoux J R ........ Serpe Philip M .........5-1
1A 8 Theartofcompromise .Lezcano J ............. Serpe Philip M .........5-1
2  1 Goodbyeandgoodluck ............................. Castellano J J ........20-1
3  2 Captain Sword ...........Arroyo N Jr .......... Arroyo Enrique ......12-1
4  3 Hot Minute ................Dominguez R A .... Dutrow, Jr. R E ........4-5
5  4 Close Encounter ........Maragh R ............. Kimmel John C ........8-1
6  6 Temore ......................Prado E S ............. Ubillo Rodrigo A ....12-1
7  7 Her Latest Flame .......Luzzi M J .............. Carroll Del W II ......20-1
8  9 Inherit the Gold .........Velazquez J R ....... Baker Charlton .........6-1
A-Coupled: Pegasian and Theartofcompromise
Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (3-5), Daily Double 

4TH (2:33) 6 fURLONGS 3&UP mAIDEN PURSE: $55,000
1  1 Indian Dance .............Desormeaux K J ... Murray Lawrence ..12-1
2  2 Strong Commitment ..Coa E M ............... McGaughey III C R ..5-2
3  3 Saratoga Lightning ....Chavez J F ............ Jablow Michael .....30-1
4  4 Clean Shot .................Lezcano J ............. Jerkens H Allen .......8-1
5  5 Dixie Frolic ................Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd A .......6-1
6  6 Keep Thinking ...........Leparoux J R ........ Harty Eoin ...............5-1
7  7 Sean Avery ................Dominguez R A .... Hushion Michae ......6-1
8  8 Count Catamount ......Maragh R ............. Benzel Seth .............7-2
9  9 History Starts Now ....Arroyo N Jr .......... Peitz Daniel C ........12-1
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (4-6), Daily Double 

5TH (3:05) 1 mILE (INNER TURf) 3&UP mAIDEN PURSE: $51,000
1  1 Zimmer ......................Leparoux J R ........ Motion H Graham ....6-1
2  2 War Hoot ...................Lezcano J ............. Brown Chad C .........8-1
3  3 Tawaared ...................Maragh R ............. Peitz Daniel C ..........4-1
4  4 Captiva Pass ..............Velazquez J R ....... McGaughey III C R ..10-1
5  5 Great Crusade ...........Borel C H .............. Lukas D Wayne .....20-1
6  6 Le Royale ..................Velasquez C .......... Tagg Barclay ..........10-1
7  7 Mr Sandman (GB) .....Castellano J J ....... Jerkens H Allen .....15-1
8  8 Tigresco ....................Desormeaux K J ... Mott William  ...........7-2
9  9 Peace Wine ...............Coa E M ............... Weaver George ........5-2
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (5-7), Daily Double 

6TH (3:37) 6 fURLONGS 3&UP NY BRED mAIDEN PURSE: $48,400
1  5 Driven by Power ........Luzzi M J .............. Levine Bruce N ......12-1
1A 6 Bawana Jake .............Velazquez J R ....... Levine Bruce N ......12-1
2  1 Hero Figure ...............Espinoza J L ......... Serpe Philip M .........4-1
3  2 Fisher Island ..............Leparoux J R ........ Zito Nicholas P ........5-1
4  3 Romancing Reid ........Morales S ............. O’Brien Leo ...........20-1
5  4 Marsh Haven .............Dominguez R A .... Baker Charlton .........8-1
6  7 African Knight ...........Castellano J J ....... Seewald Alan ...........5-2
7  8 Pappy’s Double H ......Arroyo N Jr .......... Prine David ............30-1
8  9 Star of New York .......Maragh R ............. Contessa Gary C ......6-1
9  10 Heavenly Blaze ..........Samyn J L ............ Ferraro James W ...15-1
10  11 Saginaw ....................Lezcano J ............. Brown Chad ............6-1
A-Coupled: Driven by Power and Bawana Jake
Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (6-8), Pick 6 Races (6-11), Daily Double 

7TH (4:09) 1 1/16 mILES (TURf) 3&UP NY BRED ALLOW PURSE: $49,000
1  1 Fortissi More .............Leparoux J R ........ Aro Michael C ..........8-1
2  2 Munition ....................Velasquez C .......... Jacobson David .......8-1
3  3 Tobruk .......................Coa E M ............... Sciacca Gary ...........5-1
4  4 Globemaster ..............Maragh R ............. Penna Angel Jr ........5-2
5  5 Dos Hombres ............Garcia Alan ........... Schettino Dominick  12-1
6  6 Quiet On the Tee ........Dominguez R A .... Clement Christophe  ...3-1
7  7 Relatively Ready ........Velazquez J R ....... Donk David  .............6-1
8  8 Prince Dubai ..............Arroyo N Jr .......... Gyarmati Leah .......15-1
9  9 Brushed Prince ..........Medina J .............. Allyn William F ......50-1
10  10 Gamblin Fever ...........Espinoza J L ......... Ortiz Paulino O ......20-1
11  AE Carry the Day ............Chavez J F ............ Contessa Gary C ....20-1
12  MTO Hoist the Gala ............Medina J .............. Imperio Joseph .......3-1
13  MTO Longing for Malibu ....Maragh R ............. Weaver George ........5-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (7-9), Grand Slam Races (7-10)  
Daily Double 

8TH (4:42) 1 mILE (INNER TURf) 3&UP CLm ($35,000) | PURSE: $30,000
1  1 Ninth Client ...............Maragh R ............. Lukas D Wayne .....15-1
2  2 Stroll for Acure ..........Desormeaux K J ... Mott William I ..........7-2
3  3 On Joline ...................Lezcano J ............. Dickey Keith ..........12-1
4  4 Good Question ..........Garcia Alan ........... Romans Dale ...........6-1
5  5 Cardiff Road ..............Velasquez C .......... Disanto Glenn B ......8-1
6  6 New Yawker ...............Luzzi M J .............. Weaver George ........3-1
7  7 Smart Enuf ................Velazquez J R ....... Donk David ..............8-1
8  8 Key Victory ................Espinoza J L ......... Carroll Del W II ......20-1
9  9 Memorized ................Dominguez R A .... Tagg Barclay ..........10-1
10  10 Spartan King .............Leparoux J R ........ Trombetta Mike J.....6-1
11  MTO Brown’s Hill ...............Arroyo N Jr .......... Klesaris Steve ..........4-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (8-10), Pick 4 Races (8-11)  
Daily Double 

9TH (5:14) 1 3/16 mILES (TURf) 3&UP ALLOWANCE OC ($50,000) 
PURSE: $67,000
1  1 Dubai Gold ................Velasquez C .......... Jacobson David .....15-1
2  2 Rocket Legs ..............Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd A .....12-1
3  3 Lease of Life ..............Castellano J J ....... Frankel Robert .........5-1
4  4 Tap Dancing ..............Desormeaux K J ... Nihei Michelle ........12-1
5  5 Thabazimbi ................Leparoux J R ........ Mott William I ..........3-1
6  6 Lemon Cream Pie ......Arroyo N Jr .......... Jerkens James A .....8-1
7  7 Expansion ..................Maragh R ............. McLaughlin Kiaran 4-1
8  8 Independent George ..Prado E S ............. Motion H Graham ....8-1
9  9 Hotstufanthensome ...Dominguez R A .... Perkins Ben W Jr .....6-1
10  10 Don Misil (ARG) ........Luzzi M J .............. Peitz Daniel C ........20-1
11  MTO Ea ..............................Dominguez R A .... Albertrani Thomas ...5-2
12  MTO Even Raise .................Maragh R ............. Contessa Gary C ......7-2
13  MTO Mr. Unstoppable ........Maragh R ............. Dutrow, Jr. R E ........9-2
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (9-11), Daily Double 

10TH (5:47) SWORD DANCER INVITATIONAL S. (G1) 1 1/2 mILES 
(INNER TURf) 3&UP STAKES PURSE: $500,000
1  1 Grand Couturier (GB) Garcia Alan ........... Ribaudo Robert J ....3-1
2  2 Gentleman Chester ....Leparoux J R ........ Nicks Ralph E ........15-1
3  3 Lauro (GER) ..............Chavez J F ............ Wohler Andreas .....10-1
4  4 Better Talk Now .........Dominguez R A .... Motion H Graham ....5-1
5  5 Rising Moon ..............Desormeaux K J ... Dutrow, Jr. R E ......12-1
6  6 Americain ..................Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd A .......9-2
7  7 Telling ........................Castellano J J ....... Hobby Steve ..........20-1
8  8 Quijano (GER) ...........Starke A ............... Schiergen Peter .......5-1
9  9 Brass Hat ...................Borel C H .............. Bradley William .....12-1
10  10 Musketier (GER) ........Jones J ................ Attfield Roger L .......6-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Daily Double 

11TH (6:20) 1 1/16 mILES (TURf) 3&UP NY BRED mAIDEN PURSE: $45,000
1  8 Spa City Fever ...........Chavez J F ............ Kelly Patrick J ........20-1
1A AE Ryan and Jack ...........Espinoza J L ......... Kelly Patrick J ........20-1
2  1 Don’t You Linger .......Migliore R ............ Feron Kathleen M ..20-1
3  2 Cops Fever ................Desormeaux K J ... Phipps William ........7-2
4  3 Urbano ......................Espinoza J L ......... Carroll Del W II ......20-1
5  4 Military Star ..............Dominguez R A .... Tagg Barclay ............4-1
6  5 Whirlwind Poppy .......Castellano J J ....... Maker Michael J ......3-1
7  6 Brazen Kat .................Luzzi M J .............. Duggan David P ......6-1
8  7 John Wyatt ................Leparoux J R ........ Dutrow, Jr. R E ........5-1
9  9 Myrlanski ..................Arroyo N Jr .......... Martino Phyllis ......20-1
10  10 J L Bernstein .............Maragh R ............. Schettino Dominick .. 12-1
11  AE Nugget of Wisdom ....Morales S ............. Wolferseder John ..50-1
12  AE Goldwyn ....................Prado E S ............. Serpe Philip M .......10-1
13  AE Bullstar ......................Arroyo N Jr .......... Toner James J .........4-1
14  AE Silveroo .....................Borel C H .............. Prine David ............20-1
15  AE Mr. Hooker ................Dominguez R A .... Payne Curtis ............5-1
A-Coupled: Spa City Fever and Ryan and Jack
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10) Wagers 

  Saturday’S Saratoga entrieS

Oklahoma Trackside residence on Fifth Avenue has 
Thoroughbreds running past you every day! Enjoy 
the kitchen with granite counters & island. Guests 
will enjoy privacy in the “west wing” with master 

suite & two add’l bedrooms. 2nd floor master 
retreat will more than please w/ spa bath,sitting 

room w/ FP, balcony overlooking track. $929,000. 

Dark Tuesday Open House, Noon-2 p.m.  

Janet Besheer (518) 265-9575
Angela Brady (518) 428-1775

Racehorses in your Blood?

BARBARO: BEYOND BROKENNESS 
Finishing Line Press, PO Box 1626, 
Georgetown, KY 40324. 

www.finishinglinepress.com
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RACE 1: BEBOB has been freshened since being claimed and re-
turns at below the price, but the barn likes to win races here so 
it’s not the worst sign in the world. Should have plenty of pace to 
chase. FUHREVER DANCING is the speed of the speed but might 
get hounded just enough to get worn down in the final furlong. 
CHIEF EXPOST goes for a crafty outfit and takes a steep class 
drop.

RACE 2: Ralph Nicks has been known to pop with a firster or two 
at the Spa over the years so tab the tote board on MY PIANO MAN 
because it should indicate if he’s live or not. CHIEF COUNSEL is 
an expensive purchase that shows some snappy works. BROTHER 
BIRD, a half to Derby winner Mine That Bird, looks like an underlay 
and will need more real estate. 

RACE 3: HOT MINUTE makes his first start against winners but 
looks a pole better than what he meets here. Yes, I’m actually go-
ing to pick a favorite. INHERIT THE GOLD has the benefit of a 
good run versus winners and that could come in handy in the lane. 
CLOSE ENCOUNTER was too bad to be true in his return and can 
do much better.

RACE 4: COUNT CATAMOUNT impressed in his debut, when he set 
ridiculous fractions while being hounded on the lead and might be 
able to shake loose today. STRONG COMMITMENT regressed in 
his second career start after a speedy debut and would be danger-
ous if he can get back to that debut. DIXIE FROLIC hails from a 
strong female family and would be no surprise at underlaid odds.

RACE 5: TIGRESCO got the perfect tightener in a troubled trip de-
but and has been freshened for the money run. ZIMMER gets back 
to the grass and drew well for a top turf barn that will look to make 

history later on the card. PEACE WINE chased the classy Coura-
geous Cat in his turf debut but that run was over yielding ground, 
so at a short price let’s make sure he likes a firm course before we 
back him. If on dirt: Peace Wine, Zimmer, Captiva Pass.

RACE 6: It’s a bit interesting that Dominguez lands on firster 
MARSH HAVEN, so I’ll take the impression that he’s live. In Ramon 
we trust. AFRICAN KNIGHT will be astrong favorite off his last but 
he looks like a bounce canditate and a runner that might not be 
too keen on winning races. At about 7-5 it’s just not worth the risk. 
FISHER ISLAND took a ton of cash in his debut for a patient barn 
so thinking he’s got talent.

RACE 7: QUIET ON THE TEE and GLOBETMASTER are a pair of 
exciting young prospects that look a cut above the rest here. The 
former has the benefit of a huge run against winners while the 
latter just got the job done by a nose over maidens. RELATIVELY 
READY has had some nightmare trips and is overdue for a little 
racing luck. If on dirt: Longing For Malibu, Hoist The Gala, Muni-
tion.

RACE 8: NINTH CLIENT broke his maiden here last year and went 
on to be graded stakes-placed so the fact he’s in for 35k is a bit 
disconcerting. But Lukas usually means business when he drops 
them and he’ll be a better price than NEW YAWKER, who has done 
nothing wrong so far on the turf and is a deserving favorite. Capa-
ble from both on and off the pace a plus too. STROLL FOR ACURE 
will spot them several lengths but should be rolling late. If on dirt: 
Brown’s Hill, Smart Enuf, Good Question.

RACE 9: THABAZIMBI is the obvious class and could also find 
himself loose on the lead. That combo would prove deadly. EX-

PANSION is always close at the wire but never quite gets there 
first, at a short price that’s tough to take. LEASE ON LIFE goes for 
a cold barn but might like the deeper course he gets rather the the 
slick ones in Ca. If on dirt: Ea, Even Raise, Mr. Unstoppable.

RACE 10: Deep and contentious Sword Dancer that has as many 
questions as it does potential answers. I’m playing this one from 
left field and taking RISING MOON at a big price. You need to 
be creative, so hear me out. He could have been a big player in 
the Whitney last weekend yet lands here with no apparent turf 
form. And yeah, there’s some nice ones entered but there’s no one 
named Gio Ponti. Dutrow-trainee has the speed to be in the mix 
early and should find the 12 furlongs right up his alley. And he’ll 
be a nice price in a wide open race. Why not? While I’m picking 
Rising Moon I’ll be rooting like heck for BETTER TALK NOW to 
win this as a 10-year-old. Sure looked good rolling home in the 
Manhattan and you know he likes the course. MUSKETIER has 
been a different horse since they’ve put him on the lead in his last 
two and there doesn’t appear to be a ton of early pace. He could 
prove tough to catch if they let him loose early.

RACE 11: BRAZEN KAT ran off to an uncontroable lead in his first 
two-turn start but might be more manageable with that run un-
der him. Speed of the speed, so here’s hoping he can shake free 
and hold on. WHIRLWIND POPPY stretches out after a turf sprint 
and that’s already worked once at the meet for these connections. 
Longshot chance to J L BERNSTEIN, who takes the blinkers-off 
after running better in each of his three starts. If on dirt: Brazen 
Cat, J L Bernstein, Cops Fever.

  Saturday’S detailed analySiS By Brian nadeau
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he would have won that race with the way it shaped 
out. He would have never caught (Presious Passion). 
He doesn’t handle those real firm, modern turf cours-
es.” 

He does handle Saratoga. And several other cours-
es along the way. All told, Better Talk Now has met 
the starter 50 times in a throwback career. He’s won 
14, including five Grade I stakes and has earned 
$4,256,664. In addition to his win in the 2004 Sword 
Dancer, he finished second to Grand Couturier last 
year. That rival is back today and looking to make 
his own history as the first horse to win three con-
secutive Sword Dancers. Motion knows Better Talk 
Now isn’t the only headline, but at the end of his day 
– and his career – the classy gelding will always hold 
a special place in the trainer’s heart. 

“It’s neat to have Grand Couturier going for three 
in a row and he’s got his own little following him-
self. He’s the story too,” Motion said. “But Better 
Talk Now was the horse that really put me on the 
map. When he won the Breeders’ Cup, that brought 
me the recognition and for that reason you become 
even more attached, more indebted to the horse. He’s 
been a career-maker so obviously we have a big at-
tachment to the horse. And that’s what this game is 
all about, that attachment that you build. Now it’s 
gotten to the point that every time he runs we enjoy it 
just a little bit more because we know he’s not going 
to run forever. I have nothing to get worked up about 
anymore. I can enjoy it now; he owes us nothing.” 

Ramon Dominguez has the call.
Though he’s four years Better Talk Now’s junior, 

Marc Keller’s Grand Couturier (Alan Garcia to ride) 
starts in the Sword Dancer for the fourth straight 
year for trainer Bob Ribaudo. The 6-year-old son of 
Grand Lodge ran third in the 2006 running and then 
scored decisive wins in 2007 and 2008. Grand Cou-
turier started 2009 off with a fifth behind Presious 

Passion in the Monmouth Stakes June 13 and fin-
ished fifth again – behind Gio Ponti – in the Man O’ 
War at Belmont Park July 11.

Last year Ribaudo used an overnight stakes and 
the Man O’ War to prep Grand Couturier for the 
Sword Dancer. Though the path to the 2009 running 
was a bit different Ribaudo and Keller have been 
looking this way for quite some time.

“It’s funny because Sunday morning after last year 
we decided this is what we needed to do, for all of 
us,” said Ribaudo. “Could we get him back here? 
How do we do it? If I had my choice I would have 
loved to have another one of those overnight races 
but there was no such thing so we went to the Man 
O’ War. I’m using the Man O’ War as a prep for the 
Sword Dancer. If we had two races going to the Man 
O’ War, we would have felt competitive going into 
that. So am I confident going into the Sword Danc-
er? I didn’t have that much confidence last year and 
he won. Now, I’m confident that at least he’s happy 
and sound and if he runs his race he should be right 
there.”

At 8, Brass Hat (Calvin Borel) fits nicely between 
Better Talk Now and Grand Couturier. And Fred 
Bradley’s homebred deserves to be in the conversa-
tion as well. Trained by Bradley’s son Buff, the son of 
Prized has been a world traveler over a distinguished 
career that includes nine wins from 31 starts and 
earnings of $1,972,360. Brass Hat took the Grade 
I Donn in then track record time in 2006 and has 
recently embarked on a turf career. Brass Hat took 
Churchill Downs’ Grade III Louisville at 1 1/12 miles 
two starts back and enters off a closing third in the 
U.N. Bradley looks forward to a more conventional 
race than the one at Monmouth.

“The last race we tried to place him a bit closer 
within the field because that track had favored speed 
and we knew Presious Passion would be way out in 
front. But on Saturday we’ll let him fall into place 
and grind it out. That what he likes to do,” Bradley 
said. “He just won at 1 1/2 miles two races back so 
we think it’s the ideal trip for him. We’ll just let him 

get comfortable and make a run. This turf course is a 
little more forgiving and it should suit his style.”

Americain (John Velazquez) makes his first start 
in the United States after a 10-race European ca-
reer that ended in May with a win in the Group II 
Prix Vicomtesse at Longchamp. Gerard and Alain 
Wertheimer sent the 4-year-old son of Dynaformer 
to Todd Pletcher with the Sword Dancer in mind and 
Americain comes in off a sharp 5-furlong turf breeze 
in 59 3/5 seconds Aug. 9.

Musketier (Jono Jones) could make the running 
for Roger Attfield. Johanna Louise Glen-Teven’s 
7-year-old has turned into a different horse since as-
suming pace-making duties in his last two starts. He 
wired the Grade III Singspiel at Woodbine in June 
and then just missed holding off Gio Ponti’s late rally 
in the Man O’ War at Belmont.

Win-machine Quijano (Andrasch Starke) has won 
14 of 28 career starts for Andreas Jacobs and Pe-
ter Scheirgen. The 7-year-old German-bred took the 
Group I Gran Premio di Milano in Italy in June and 
ran a big third behind Gio Ponti and Musketier in 
the Man O’ War when he had to wait for running 
room on the inside turning for home. Quijano comes 
in with an impressive 7-for-17 record at 12 furlongs. 

Lauro (Jorge Chavez) finished second behind Pre-
sious Passion in the U.N. for Manfred Ostermann 
and trainer Andres Wohler. 

The German-bred has run well since coming to 
the U.S. last fall, including a win in the Grade II Sky 
Classic at Woodbine, but has found Grade I waters 
just a bit too deep. Prior to the U.N. Lauro finished 
seventh in the Man O’ War after struggling with the 
yielding course.

Gentleman Chester (Julien Leparoux), who just 
missed to Just As Well in the Grade III Arlington 
Handicap; Rising Moon (Kent Desormeaux), who 
has tested the best dirt hoRses on the East Coast over 
the past two seasons and Telling (Javier Castellano), 
a close fifth in the Arlington Handicap but winless in 
five starts this year round out the field for the Sword 
Dancer.

Train Year Round 
at Fair Hill, Maryland

Barn for Sale  at the Fair Hill Training Center

Sword Dancer –
 Continued from page 15
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Since 1898. No one has a longer pedigree.

For 111 years an all-time great place to buy all-time great racehorses.

1898-2009

Festival Events Schedule
Friday, August 14

Hall of Fame Induction, 
10:30 a.m.

Saturday, August 15
5K & Fun Run, 7:30 a.m.

(Registration, 7 a.m.)
New York-bred Sales, 

7 p.m.

Sunday, August 16
New York-bred Sales, 

7 p.m.

Festival oF Racing

fasigtipton.com

518-584-4700

Bill Mott: “I know what horse put me in the Hall of 
Fame, obviously, Cigar. Without him, I wouldn’t be there. 
That being said, that might not have even been the best 
training job I’ve ever done. Nobody knows those horses 
but me, probably one of the best jobs I ever did was 
Singleton, who won the Hazel Park Handicap in 1979. I 
claimed him for $25,000, that might be the best I’ve ever 
done, he was a really difficult horse, those are the guys 
that got me started. Nobody will ever remember Single-
ton. It’s the ones I claimed back for the third or fourth time 
and cashed a bet. Some of those are really the ones that 
stick in my mind. There are some training jobs that nobody 
will ever remember.” 

Janet Elliot: “Flat Top. He’s the greatest. Still is, God 
bless him.”

Bobby Ussery: “Tommy Oliphant. He put me on my 
first winner, the Thanksgiving Day Handicap, 1951. Fair 
Grounds. The horse had 104 pounds on him, I had never 
ridden a race on a major track, I had ridden Quarter Hors-
es. We couldn’t get the rider we wanted, so they said, ‘Get 
Bobby.’ That started my career.”

Eddie Maple: “My wife, Kate.”

Allen Jerkens: “My father, if he didn’t like horses, if he 
didn’t have those old broken down horses for me to fool 
with, I would never have gotten started. I had an owner, 
Eddie Seinfeld. He used to claim horses for me, we used to 
argue and everything but the greatest thing about him is 
whenever I did something he didn’t want me to do and it 
didn’t work out, he never would say anything. Jack (Drey-
fuss) was like that too.”

Wayne Lukas: “Jack Brainard. He’s the best horseman 
I’ve ever been around and he never trained a racehorse. 
He trained performance horses. Everything I know about 
horses I learned from him.”

Edgar Prado: “My brother and Lemon Drop Kid.”

Pat Day: “The guy that gave me my first rides. Karl Pew. 
Rodeo man who had changed over to racehorses not too 
long before I came around. He was willing to hold my 
contract, he had about 30 head and he gave me 50 bucks 
a week to gallop all of them. I rode a couple of weekends 
then in the last race on the 29th of July, 1974, he had 
me on a horse called Foreblunged, got up on the wire, a 
whopping $600 purse. The owner’s share was $360, I got 
36 bucks and thought, ‘Could it get any better than this?’ ”

Tommy Kelly: “I would have to go back to Mr. (Louis) 
Feustel, the guy who trained Man o’ War, I was rubbing 
three mares at a farm and he took me to the racetrack 
with him. He asked me if I wanted to go to New York and 
rub horses. I said, ‘Mr. Feustel wherever you go, I’ll go, you 
trained Man o’ War.’ That’s how we got started.”

Bob Baffert: “Mike Pegram would be my Hall of Famer. 

He’s the one that orchestrated me to switch to the Thor-
oughbreds. It only takes one.”

Kent Desormeaux: “My dad.” 

Chris McCarron: “Odie (Clelland). He was a task-
master but as gentle as a gentleman could be, very 
knowledgeable. He taught you respect, integrity. Great 
horseman. He subliminally taught lessons, you had to 
listen to everything he said, everything that came out of 
his mouth was important. I remember going out to Rips 
Steakhouse on Route 301 from Bowie, he had a big old 
Cadillac, we’re going around this turn, he said, ‘Centrip-
etal force takes a horse out, if I go around this turn real 
fast, it would take the car out too, what I do is come out 
here and when I get to the turn, I drop in.’ We were just 
driving out to dinner, if you weren’t listening closely, you 
missed it. A great mentor.”

Who is in your personal Hall of Fame?

Tod Marks
The Racing Hall of Fame Class of 2009.
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5 Sugar Lane
Poughquag, New York 12570 

(845) 724-3500 
Fax (845) 724-5889

www.sugarmaple-farm.com
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s Sugar Maple Farm raised the winners of 
five out of the first ten New York-bred 
2-year-old races run this year. If you 
want success early, look for yearlings 
raised at Sugar Maple Farm in the  
Fasig-Tipton sales.

Tod Marks
Enrique “Kiki” Garcia, seen here aboard Quarayed, is one of the biggest reasons for Grand Couturier’s success.

When he won the 2008 Sword Danc-
er with Grand Couturier, trainer Bob 
Ribaudo made sure he thanked exercise 
rider Enrique “Kiki” Garcia.

“I’m very fortunate to have a kid who 
works for me who is fabulous with these 
tough horses,” Ribaudo said.  “I’ve had 
a couple like this horse and I’d be lost 
without him. He’s unbelievable on a 
tough horse. You need a guy like him. I 
can’t do everything.”

When it comes to Grand Couturier, 
Garcia can. 

The 31-year-old coaxes the three-time 
Grade I winner to relax – be they trot-
ting or galloping around Saratoga. De-
spite 20 career starts and a worldwide 
past performance list, Grand Couturier 
likes to get cranked up in the morning. 
Garcia’s job? Make the 6-year-old take it 
easy while getting fit and staying happy. 
Owned by Marc Keller, the British-bred 
faces nine foes in today’s Sword Dancer, 
a 1/2-mile turf test, while bidding to win 
the race for the third consecutive time.

“He’s tough,” said Garcia Thursday 
morning. “He’s not a big horse, he’s a 
small, skinny horse. When you see him, 
you don’t think he’s going to be tough. 

By Joe CLAnCy

Man for the Job Garcia helps  
harness Grand 
Couturier’s energy

See Garcia page 40
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Old Friends
Our retirees have more than  

100 graded stakes wins to their credit.

Thank you from your friends at

At Dream Chase Farm in  
Georgetown, Ky.

Photo by Sue Kawczynski

Flashpoint Photography.

John McDaniel

Affirmed Success, Benburb,  
Black Tie Affair, Bonapaw,  

Bonnie’s Poker, 
Bull InThe Heather,  

Clever Allemont, Creator,  
Danthebluegrassman,  

Discreet Hero, Early Pioneer,  
Easy Ellis, Easy Grades,  

Escapedfromnewyork, Flick,  
Fortunate Prospect, Futural, 
Glitterman, Hidden Lake,  
Invigorate, Jade Hunter,  

Judge’s Case, Klassy Briefcase,  
Kudos, Little Silver Charm,  

Mark of Success,  
Max A Million, Mighty Mecke, 

Ogygian, Personalized,  
Polish Navy, Popcorn Deelites, 

Regal Sanction, Siphonizer,  
Special Ring,  

Sunshine Forever,  
The Name’s Jimmy,  
The Wicked North,  

Tour of the Cat,  
Wallace Station, Wallenda,  

Williamstown and Will’s Way

Awad

Kiri’s Clown

Fraise
To make a tax  

deductible donation or 
to visit some of your 
Old Friends contact: 

1841 Paynes Depot Rd. 
Georgetown, Ky. 40324

502-863-1775

oldfriendsequine.org

These Sword Dancer 
champs have called 

the Old Friends 
Farm home 
along with...
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But he thinks he’s a big horse, he pulls 
like a big horse.”

A regular with the Ribaudo stable for 
three years, Garcia rides Grand Couturi-
er every morning. On a typical day, they 
go out early – about 6. They walk from 
Clare Court to the main track. They 
stand and stare for a while, then they jog 
a lap – fast. 

“Jogging, I pass everybody,” Garcia 
said with a laugh. “He jogs so fast he’s 
like the trotters.”

Trotting complete, Grand Couturier 
reverses direction and gallops a turn – 
hopefully not too fast.

“As soon as you turn around to gallop, 
it’s something different,” Garcia said. “I 
try to keep him relaxed. The less you pull 
the better he is. I pick up my hands, but I 
don’t pull too much. As soon as you take 
a hold of him, see ya, he’s gone.”

Call it give and take. A strong Thor-
oughbred can outpull a strong man, but 
a smart man can keep a strong Thor-
oughbred from pulling too much (most 
of the time). Bred in England and races 
in France, Grand Couturier came to 
Ribaudo’s barn in time for the 2006 
Sword Dancer. Fresh off the plane and 
a race against international turf stars 
Red Rocks and Rail Link, the 3-year-old 
blew into Saratoga with an attitude. He 
dipped, dodged, lunged his way through 
morning gallops – horrifying Ribaudo 
– and finished third in the that season’s 
Sword Dancer after less than a week in 
the country. After the French lad who 
traveled with the horse went home, Gar-

cia picked up a new project. 
Grand Couturier acclimated himself 

into a tough guy, and ramped up the 
attitude after winning the 2007 Sword 
Dancer as a 16-1 outsider.

“Ever since then, he’s been fresh and 
feeling good about himself,” said Gar-
cia. “He doesn’t want any horses around 
him, he tries to kick them, he was like 

‘I’m the man now.’ ”
Anything but an early powerhouse 

in his races, Grand Couturier normally 
charges from well off the pace. Jockeys 
get the same tutorial Garcia uses – don’t 
pull too much early. Grand Couturier 
pops out of the gate, settles toward the 
back and looks for a way to make a run. 
In the 2007 Sword Dancer, the son of 

Grand Lodge came up the rail to catch 
English Channel late under Calvin Borel. 
Last year, Alan Garcia ran into some 
traffic in the stretch, but got through in 
time to outkick Better Talk Now for the 
win.

No horse has won the Sword Dancer 
three times, and Ribaudo likes his horse’s 
chances after a schedule that included a 
winter in Florida (no starts due to firm 
turf), an attempt at an overnight stakes 
at Belmont (rained off) and the familiar 
schedule of two preps to the 1 1/2-mile 
test at Saratoga. Ribaudo has worked 
around some foot problems with the 
horse for years, but likes the way Grand 
Couturier is coming to the race.

“I try to keep him happy and keep 
his feet good and right now everything 
is good,” said the trainer. “But he’s an 
every-day adventure. Every day you look 
at him when you come in the morning 
and leave at night. This is the guy, every 
day you don’t know what you’re going 
to find. It makes it more rewarding when 
he performs the way he does.”

Garcia –
 Continued from page 38

Tod Marks
Two-time Sword Dancer winner Grand Couturier goes for three in a row today.

Hey, Enrique Garcia,  
can anyone ride  

Grand Couturier in the 
morning?

“They can try, but 
I don’t think so.”
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If you own, breed, board, train or race horses  
we share your passion. 

To locate an agent near you contact:

In Front
for your

EQUINE

INSURANCE

SOLUTIONS 

We Take A Personal Interest — Protecting What You Value Most

F/A-292 (709)

Products and services may not be available in all states and eligibility requirements will apply. Personal and commercial lines insurance is issued by American National 
Property And Casualty Company (ANPAC®), its subsidiaries or a�liates, including American National General Insurance Company, Paci�c Property And Casualty Company 
(California), American National Lloyds Insurance Company (Texas), American National County Mutual Insurance Company (serviced by ANPAC®-Texas), and ANPAC® 
Louisiana Insurance Company (Louisiana). American National Property And Casualty Company is a subsidiary of American National Insurance Company. Personal and 
commercial lines insurance is also issued by United Farm Family Insurance Company, Glenmont, NY in MD and PA and Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company, Glenmont, 
NY in CT, DE, MA, ME, NH, NJ, NY, RI, VT and WV.

1-800-THE-FARM
www.farmfamily.com

1-877-840-4400
www.anpac.com

fans can make
a Triple crown connection

Saratoga is already the only racetrack in the 
country where fans can catch a glimpse of all 
three 2009 Classic winners, and on Friday, Aug. 
21, three lucky individuals will win a chance to 
meet one of these great horses face-to-face.   

Saratoga Race Course patrons may enter 
the “Triple Crown Connection” drawing to win a 
meeting with Kentucky Derby winner Mine That 
Bird, Preakness winner Rachel Alexandra, or 
Belmont Stakes winner Summer Bird, as well as 
breakfast for four on the Porch and a Clubhouse 
box for four on Wednesday, Aug. 26.

“We are so fortunate to have the winners of 
all three Triple Crown races this year stabled here 
at Saratoga,” said Director of Marketing Neema 
Ghazi.  “While it’s a treat to watch them on track 
in the mornings, we wanted to give race fans the 
exclusive opportunity to meet this diverse group 
of Classic winners one-on-one.”

Each guest will receive a blank entry slip with 
paid admission to the track on Friday, August 21.  
Completed entries will be accepted beginning 
at 11 a.m. at the Paddock information booth, 
Bunbury’s Pub in the backyard and the first floor 
Grandstand information booth.  All entries must 
be received by 3 p.m. in order to be included in 
the drawing; limit one entry per guest.    

Just after the day’s fifth race, at approxi-
mately 3:30 p.m., five winning numbers will be 
called by announcer Tom Durkin and winners will 
have 45 minutes (until 4:15 p.m.) to report to 
the first floor Grandstand information booth to 
claim their prizes.  At 4:30 p.m., each individual 
winner will be invited to the Winner’s Circle to 
choose a prize envelope. Three of the five prize 
envelopes will contain “Golden Tickets” redeem-
able for a “Classic Connection” with one of this 
year’s Triple Crown race winners. The other two 
envelopes will contain consolation “Silver Tick-
ets” redeemable for breakfast on the Porch for 
two and reserved Clubhouse seating for two on 
Wednesday, Aug. 26.  Winners must be present 
to collect and redeem a Triple Crown Connection 
prize package.  

Each of the three lucky winners and three 
guests will enjoy breakfast on the porch while 
watching the horses exercise in the morning.  
From there, each group of four will spend the 
day watching the races live from a private Club-
house box.  At approximately 10 a.m. the Mine 
That Bird and Summer Bird winners along with 
their guests will depart for a meeting with their 
Classic winner. The Rachel Alexandra meeting is 
scheduled for 3:45 p.m. All winners will receive a 
photo of their meeting with the horse as a keep-
sake.

commentator to be honored
NYRA will pay tribute to one of the fastest 

and most popular horses in racing when the re-
cently-retired Commentator is honored Sunday, 
September 6, at Saratoga Race Course. 

The 8-year-old chestnut gelding, owned by 
Tracy Farmer and trained by Hall of Famer Nick 
Zito, retired August 9, a day after finishing third 
in the Grade 1, $750,000 Whitney Handicap. He 
was attempting to join legends Discovery and 
Kelso as the only three-time winners of the race 
in its 82-year history. 

On September 6, NYRA will name the fifth 
race, an overnight stakes race for New York-bred 
3-year-olds and up, “The Commentator.” Com-
mentator will appear in the paddock before the 
race and then head to the main track. After pa-
rading for fans in front of the stands, Commenta-
tor, wearing a No. 1 saddlecloth, will be led into 
the winner’s circle to enjoy an edible key to the 
city in his favorite flavor – mint.

A highlight video of Commentator’s career 
will be shown on monitors throughout the race-
track. 

Commentator, bred in New York by Michael 
Martinez, leaves the racing stage with 14 vic-
tories, eight of them in stakes races, from 24 
starts, with earnings of $2,049,845. He won the 
Whitney for the first time in 2005 when he held 
on for a heart-stopping victory over eventual 
champion older male Saint Liam, then captured 
the race again three years later in a front-running 
tour de force.

SARAToGA eVenTS
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www.JacobsonRacingDrawingAwayStable.com

NO EXPENSES EVER
One of N.Y.’s Top 10 Trainers DAVID JACOBSON
With a Win Percentage of 17% and 50% in the money 
and over $500,000 in purses year-to-date in 2009.
• Jacobson Racing/Drawing Away Stable is based at Belmont                  
   Park and ships to all of the major tracks in the Northeast.

• Partners receive quarterly reports and have the option to       
   reinvest in another horse or receive a check. And, since there
   are no monthly expenses, cash calls or fees of any kind, your
   return on investment can only go up.

• Partners are welcomed to the Paddock and Owner’s Box, as
   well as the Winner’s Circle! Jacobson Racing/Drawing Away  
   Stable will provide Winner’s Circle photo to all partners.

www.jacobsonracingdrawingawaystable.com
CALL ED BODEN: 516.726.6228

EVER DREAM
OF OWNING A
RACEHORSE?
NOW YOU CAN!

Call Ed Boden: 516-726-6228

NO EXPENSES EVER
One of N.Y.’s Top 10 Trainers DAVID JACOBSON
With a Win Percentage of 17% and 50% in the money 
and over $500,000 in purses year-to-date in 2009.
• Jacobson Racing/Drawing Away Stable is based at Belmont                  
   Park and ships to all of the major tracks in the Northeast.

• Partners receive quarterly reports and have the option to       
   reinvest in another horse or receive a check. And, since there
   are no monthly expenses, cash calls or fees of any kind, your
   return on investment can only go up.

• Partners are welcomed to the Paddock and Owner’s Box, as
   well as the Winner’s Circle! Jacobson Racing/Drawing Away  
   Stable will provide Winner’s Circle photo to all partners.

www.jacobsonracingdrawingawaystable.com
CALL ED BODEN: 516.726.6228

EVER DREAM
OF OWNING A
RACEHORSE?
NOW YOU CAN!

email: jacobsondrawingaway@gmail.com

Welcome to Jacobson Racing/Drawing Away Stable 
Where Owning a Racehorse is an Affordable Luxury

 Isn’t It Time You Got Into the Game?

• Our partnership with trainer David Jacobson is the key to our 
   ability to offer affordable horse ownership to our owners.

• No Monthly Expenses, No Cash Calls, and No Fees. 

• Investing is easy. A single payment for your share plus 15%  
   of the share.

• Shares in our 2009 Saratoga Stable are still available and we 
   are actively seeking new partners to claim horses for the  
   upcoming Belmont and Aqueduct meets.

• Your risk is limited to your buy-in amount.

Our partnership is custom-made  for the small investor.  With our owner 
friendly business model, you can enjoy all of the fun and excitement 
of horse ownership without the stress of unexpected expenses.

• Option to  buy shares in one horse or a group of horses.

Donna Freyer
PO Box 2254, Camden, SC 29020

803-243-4848 Mobile

www.customcareequine.com

Multidude won on Monday, 
the second win of the day for a Custom Care graduate.
Congratulations Flying Zee Stable and Carlos Martin.

M
U
LT
ID
U
D
E

Dave Harmon

Fresh off a wildly improved Select 
Sales, Fasig-Tipton continues its Sara-
toga sales season with the New York-
breds Preferred Sales tonight at 7. The 
sale continues Sunday at the same time.

The Special caught up with Fasig-Tip-
ton’s Boyd Browning Friday morning.

What kind of improve-
ments will we see in 
this year’s catalogue?

The catalogue 
is similar in terms 
of quality as it 
has been in recent 
years, which has 
been very good. 
There’s not the 
availability to dra-
matically change 
the quality of the 

New York-bred pedigrees because, right 
now, we’re getting the best New York 
pedigrees available.

When will see a big improvement or marketing 
push for this sale?

What we would expect and hope to 
see, knock on wood – and we’ve been 
knocking on wood for a long time – is 
when we see the VLTs get up and running 
and have a dramatic impact on the purse 
structure which will dramatically improve 
the quality of mares and stallions in New 

evaluating the sales

Browning

Tod Marks
So far the fasig-Tipton sales have gone well. The New York-bred sales start tonight.See BrowninG page 43

Boyd Browning  
answers questions 
for Fasig-Tipton
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York. That will lead to an improvement 
of the quality of this catalogue.

Are there buyers ready to buy because they 
were shut out in the Select Sale?

We sure hope so. I think there were 
people that weren’t able to be as competi-
tive as they thought they were going to 
be. There’s obviously the little insulation 
factor when you look at the bottom of 
the page and it says registered New York-
bred. It’s a little safer play in times that 
might be a little more difficult. 

There were 16 New York-bred yearlings in the 
Select Sale, how do you decide if a New York-
bred should go in the Select or the Preferred?

Generally speaking in the sales busi-
ness, as a rule of thumb, it’s always bet-
ter to be as big a fish in whatever pond 
you can be in, most of the time the hors-
es will bring more money if they’re at 
the top end of one market as compared 
to the bottom end of another market.

Is it easy to convince consignors?
Everybody’s different, some people 

push, some people dream about selling 
a horse in the main sale, we understand 
that. Other people say unless I’m sure 
I’m going to shine in the main sale, then 
I want to be in the New York-bred sale. 
You really have a wide variety of re-
sponses from people. 

Does the success of Select Sale carry over or 
can you have a really good Select Sales and a 
diabolical Preferred Sales?

I hope not. The New York-bred sale 
has seen steady improvement and then, 
I don’t want to say plateaued, but it’s 
reached a level now that has not sig-
nificantly changed in the last few years. 
The next big change is going to take 
place with the VLT legislation. Obvi-
ously, they’re both indicative of the 
overall market, the pinhookers are an 
important part of it, particularly at the 
New York-bred sale, so I think there is 
some similarity but they don’t move in 
the exact parallels. 

for you to do anything to dramatically improve 
the New York-bred Sale, you need better qual-
ity New York-breds?

Yes, that’s not being disparaging 
about the quality we’re currently deal-
ing with but everything we did for the 
main sale would not have worked if 
we didn’t have the horses. All that was 
done to support the quality of horses on 
the grounds. The next opportunity for 
us in Saratoga for the New York-breds 
will take place when the quality of New 
York-breds takes that next big step for-
ward. This sale has made huge progress 
in the last 15 years.”

If you didn’t have the catalogue at the Select Sales, 
then you can’t do the marketing campaign. 

You are correct in that statement, the 
ones that do come are disappointed and 
you feel like you’ve let them down and 
they won’t be back. Your buyers. When 
you tell them you’re going to have good 
horses that they’re going to like and 
it’s going to be worth their while, you 
have to deliver. There’s a trust relation-
ship, they’re going to rely on us to be 
straightforward.

Does that happen?
We’ve been in pretty good shape re-

cruiting horses in recent years. We try 
to be realistic and honest with ourselves 

but we try not to let that happen. You 
try to be realistic, last year we didn’t try 
to recruit a whole bunch of Europeans 
because we didn’t have horses with a Eu-
ropean feel in the main sale.

You had to pleased with your European partici-
pation this year.

Huge crowd. Huge participation. 
We’ll also reap some of the rewards 
later, they’ve come, they’ve experienced 
it, they’ve had a great time in Saratoga, 
they’ll be back next year with maybe 
an additional client or two. Recruiting 
the buyers, for the New York-bred sale, 
we don’t target the California trainers 
like we do for the July sale. There are 
certain trainers in New York that won’t 
buy outside this sale.

How hard was it this year to get people come 
over and will it be easier?

Browning: The hardest thing to do is 
get them to come to a place like Sara-
toga the first time. Once they’ve been 
here, they generally want to come back, 
hopefully we’ll continue to build on 
that, you’ll see similar if not great ef-
fort next year. You’ll be able to get more 
done each year because you’ll have the 
previous year’s efforts working.

Browning –
 Continued from page 42

Your Source For
The Best Of

Saratoga

SARATOGA SIGNATURE
I N T E R I O R S

Distinctive Home Furnishings 
and Interior Design

We Ship
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Susan Svoboda
homesfromsusan.com

518-871-9040
homesfromsusan@gmail.com

125 Virginia Place, Saratoga Springs
Enjoy sitting on the covered porch of this 
center hall colonial offering a great floor 
plan with den and family room. 2 car ga-
rage, full basement and a large lot, great 
neighborhood! Offered at $298,000

121 Burgoyne Road, Schuylerville 
Bring your horses! Own a piece of history 
with this gracious circa 1810 Center Hall 
Colonial. 12 acres of tranquility with  post 
& beam out building and heated in-ground 
pool. Offered at $517,000

MUIRFIELD
INSURANCE, INC.

A Full Service
Equine Insurance Agency

Contact: Michael T. Levy or Jamie Hill
1019 Majestic Dr., Suite 310, Lexington, KY 40513

Phone (859) 253-1114  Fax (859) 253-1490
www.muirfieldinsurance.com

Offering a Total Range
of Coverage, including:

Control 
 

ARE YOU A CONSIGNOR?

DON’T SELL YOURSELF SHORT!

Do you have complete pedigree information,
the latest updates, sire averages, sibling sales prices 

and more in one convenient, easy-to-use book?

Market your horses better 
by letting us help you evaluate the market for them.

Call one of us today to discuss your options for the fall sales.

Billy Huntington
Huntington Equine

859-276-0683

Frances Karon
Rough Shod LLC

859-509-2234
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Tod Marks
Janet Elliot is helped into her Hall of fame jacket.

At 11:20 Friday morning, Ron Tur-
cotte reached across the aisle at Fasig-
Tipton’s sales pavilion and shook Janet 
Elliot’s hand.

Hall of Famer to Hall of Famer.
As of Friday, Turcotte, the great jockey 

who rode Secretariat, and Elliot, the es-
teemed steeplechase trainer whose horses 
have won three Eclipse Awards, are peers. 
And that’s what the Hall of Fame induc-
tion ceremony is all about. Each year, a 
new class gets inducted. Each year, past 
greats return to bask in their achieve-
ments one more time and to welcome the 
new names.

Friday’s ceremony started with Irish 
native Elliot, who came to America as 
a groom and reached the highest honor 
in Thoroughbred racing. Next came the 
equine honorees – star filly Silverbullet-
day, Breeders’ Cup Classic hero Tiznow 
and steeplechase legend Ben Nevis II. 
The ceremony closed with the stars of the 
show – longtime New York jockey Eddie 
Maple and first-ballot trainer Bob Baf-
fert. 

For all the honorees, the day was 
about journeys.

“It’s humbling and very emotional,” 
said Baffert after the ceremony. “It makes 

you think back to all the little things that 
got you here. Nogales (Ariz.) is a little 
town and a lot had to happen to get me 
here.”

Trainer of 10 champions and win-
ner of seven Breeders’ Cup races, Baffert 
started out like so many in racing – at the 
bottom. A video introduction showed a 
black-and-white photo of a guy in a bad 
hat and even worse sunglasses. Now, he’s 
the element of style – hip, cool, the life 
of racing’s party. He learned horses from 
his father, Bill, became a jockey (briefly), 
trained Quarter Horses, met some own-
ers, bought some horses and rode the 
ramp to the Kentucky Derby and beyond 
– becoming something of a celebrity 
along the way. 

Friday, he looked out at his parents, 
his siblings, his children, his wife and 
stopped, just a man and his thoughts.

“I hope this day makes up for all the 
days my mom (Ellie) worried about me,” 
he said.  “My dad and I had a deal, he 
wouldn’t tell my mother that I was riding 
match races and I wouldn’t tell her that 
he was drinking beer.”

Baffert introduced his brothers and 
sisters, his children, his parents, his wife, 
stable groom Roberto Luna among oth-

Hall of a Day
Inductees humbled by moment in spotlight

By Joe CLAnCy

See inducteeS page 46

at Saratoga
Proven results... Smart Seattle 

wins debut  
on Thursday 
at The Spa

Webb Carroll
TRAINING CENTER

A job well done, a 
name you can rely on.
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ers – sharing his moment with friends, 
family and fans. He thanked the various 
owners who helped propel his career for-
ward – including Mike Pegram (owner 
of Silverbulletday) and Bob and Beverly 
Lewis. Always glib, Baffert said he lost 
himself in the moment a bit.

“I had a few things I wanted to talk 
about, had a few things written down, 
thought I’d ad-lib a little bit, but seeing 
my parents there was amazing,” he said. 
“It was my dad’s dream to be a horse 
trainer, but he was raising all these kids. 
My kids were there; I looked out and saw 
my daughter Savannah crying and it all 
just hit me.”

Like it’s supposed to.

• • •

Maple rode for more than 30 years 
– rising from Charles Town in West Vir-
ginia to the largest stages in racing. Along 
the way he stopped at Bowie, Atlantic 
City, Detroit Race Course, Randall Park 
in Ohio. He moved to New York in 1970 
at the suggestion of trainer Reggie Cor-
nell – and stayed through victories in the 
Belmont Stakes, the Metropolitan Hand-
icap, Hempstead, Carter, Dwyer, Travers, 
Jockey Club Gold Cup and so on. 

First nominated in 1995, Maple made 
the ballot seven times before he was in-
ducted, and the moment was not lost on 
him or those in attendance.

“I was a patient jockey, but those years 
of waiting for this . . .” he said in his ac-
ceptance speech. “The seventh time was 

the charm I guess.”
Maple spanned eras in racing and 

his list of thank yous included trainers 
T.J. Kelly, P.G. Johnson, Allen Jerkens, 
Woody Stephens, Joe Cantey and oth-
ers. Maple rode for Marion and Jack Van 
Berg (father/son Hall of Famers), Dick 
Dutrow (father of current trainers Tony 
and Rick) and countless others. He upset 
the great Forego three times. 

“I could have used five pages to talk 
about my past, but I figured people didn’t 
need to hear about all the stops I made,” 

said Maple, who paid the biggest thanks 
to his wife Kate and sons Edward and 
Ivor.

Right or wrong, Maple is often re-
membered for one ride – the great Sec-
retariat’s final race at Woodbine in 1973. 
Turcotte was serving a suspension, and 
Maple got the riding call of a lifetime 
from owner Penny Chenery and trainer 
Lucien Laurin.

Friday, Maple took another call. 
Standing on the corner of East Avenue 
and George Street outside the ceremony, 

a friend handed him a cell phone. It was 
Chenery.

“Thank you, thank you very much, 
I’m kind of proud of myself right here 
too,” Maple told Secretariat’s owner all 
these years later. “Yes I did happen to say 
something about your horse. I thought at 
24 years old, to have an opportunity like 
that was a big part of my career. I was on 
top of the world then.”

And now.

JAN WOODS ART STUDIO
- SCULPTURES IN BRONZE -

Featuring in 2009
ANTHONY M. ALONSO  &  SHAWN FAUST

Gideon Putnam Hotel      August 1 - 30, 2009
10 AM - 1:00 PM  &  5:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Open Daily

Jan Woods cell: 501-960-2440
www.janwoodsartstudio.com

Flashing Past The Wire

2008 Sanford winner 
Desert Party

GRADED STAKES-WINNING GRADUATES WHO RECEIVED 
EARLY TRAINING AT SCANLON TRAINING CENTER:

 

S Robert Scanlon
Training Center

Dave Harmon

Inductees –
 Continued from page 45

Connie Bush
Jill Baffert shed a tear during the induction ceremony on friday.

See inducteeS page 48
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CLASSIC BLOODSTOCK

Classic Bloodstock
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• • •

Overshadowed by her trainer, Baffert, 
Silverbulletday took her place in the Hall 
on the strength of a blazing career that in-
cluded 23 starts over parts of three years. 
She won 15 times, earned more than $3 
million and dazzled from the beginning.

“We were in Kentucky for Real Qui-
et’s Derby (in 1998), and Bob asked me 
to come see a 2-year-old filly work,” said 
Brad McKenzie, of Los Alamitos Race 
Course. Unraced, Silverbulletday dazzled 
that day and McKenzie (who presented 
Silverbulletday at the ceremony) recalls 
Baffert’s words that “we’re going to have 
a lot of fun with this filly.”

That they did. Owned by Pegram, she 
was champion 2-year-old filly of 1998 
and champion 3-year-old filly of 1999. 
She won the Kentucky Oaks at 1-10, the 
Alabama, the Gazelle, the Ashland, the 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies.

“She took us on a magic carpet ride,” 
Pegram said.

• • •

Tiznow won back-to-back Breeders’ 
Cup Classics for owner/breeder Cecilia 
Straub-Rubens, trainer Jay Robbins and 
jockey Chris McCarron. Both victories 
featured stretch battles for the ages, as the 
California-bred held off European stars 
Giant’s Causeway (2000) and Sakhee 
(2001) in photo finishes. 

The latter victory proved especially 

poignant, coming at Belmont Park a 
month after the September 11 terrorist 
attacks in Manhattan. 

“It was an atmosphere of apprehen-
sion, tension and loss,” said presenter 
D.G. Van Clief, of the Breeders’ Cup. 
“None of us who were there are going to 
forget seeing Tiznow reach down so deep 
– he was a Hall of Famer the moment he 
crossed Belmont’s finish line that day.”

• •  •

The great steeplechaser Ben Nevis 
II began his life in England, sold to an 
American on a lark and completed a rare 
feat as one of just three U.S-based steeple-
chasers to win the world-renowned Eng-
lish Grand National at Aintree. He joins 
predecessors Battleship and Jay Trump in 
the Hall. 

Purchased by Marylander Redmond 
Stewart Jr. as a project for his daughter 
and son-in-law Ann and Charlie Fen-
wick Jr., Ben Nevis won the Maryland 
Hunt Cup in 1977 and 1978. He went 

to England for the 1979 National, but 
was brought down by another horse. The 
following year, at 40-1, he shocked the 
world with a 20-length win.

“I’m in awe,” said Ann Stewart in her 
acceptance. “I feel like the horse is still 
walking around. It’s an honor for Ben to 
be included. The Grand National was the 
supreme challenge and he answered it.”

• • •

Which brings the day back to Elliot. 
The first woman trainer in the Hall, she 
traded in a yellow blazer for Hall of Fame 
navy blue at the presentation – by former 
boss and now fellow Hall of Famer Jona-
than Sheppard. Based mainly in Pennsyl-
vania, she toiled away from the bright 
spotlight occupied by Baffert and others 
in flat racing but built a lofty career. Her 
horses have earned more than $7 mil-
lion in steeplechasing with three Eclipse 
Awards and a host of major victories.

She started her road to the Hall back 
home in Ireland, the daughter of a British 
military officer. Elliot gravitated to horses 
and took the usual Irish career path of 
pony club, foxhunting, point-to-points 
and racetracks. 

“It was my passion, I had no idea it 
would be my life,” she said Friday. “Wow, 
this is very heartwarming to receive.”

She came to North America in 1969 
for a job with Betty Bird (a pioneer-
ing woman trainer in her day), moved 
to Sheppard’s operation (as part-time 
babysitter, part-time groom) and took 
out a trainer’s license in 1979. 

Thirty years later, she shook hands 
with Ron Turcotte – Hall of Famer to 
Hall of Famer.

Inductees –
 Continued from page 46

Tod Marks
Eddie maple accepts his Hall of fame plaque.
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Saturday, October 17th, 2009
Featuring the

$500,000 West Virginia Breeders Classic
$500,000 "Cavada" Breeders Classic
And Seven Breeders Classics Races

TV Coverage on Fox Sports Net & HRTV

Now a Two Million 
Dollar Night of Racing!

Post Time 7:15 p.m.  • Charles Town Races And Slots  • Charles Town, WV  • Reservations: 800-795-7001

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd. •  P.O. Box 1251  • Charles Town. WV 25414  • 304-725-0709 • www.wvbc.com

SAM HUFF – CEO  •  CAROL HOLDEN – PRESIDENT  •  THERESA BITNER – EXEC. SECRETARY

Savor the Saratoga Summer!

And Don’t miss our Steak & Lobster Dinner for Two for $59.00. 
Caesar salad, a grilled 16 oz. Certified Angus strip steak and a fresh 1 1⁄2 lb. Maine Lobster. 

See our new Tavern Menu

TAYLOR,
HARRIS

INSURANCE
SERVICES, LTD.

THIS
is where equine

insurance
is spoken.

Equine Insurance
Specialists
P.O. Box 449

Middleburg, Virginia 20117

Rob Nelson
434-409-7443 mobile

(In Saratoga throughout the meet)

rlsnelson@msn.com
www.taylorharris.com

800-291-4774 office

❖

Rt 29 East 
7 Miles from Saratoga

518-507-6174
7-6 Mon-Sat
8-4 Sunday

Now a real 
New York Deli
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Candid
With so much going on at the Spa, The Special’s 
Tod Marks is always looking for his next shot...

Saratoga
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Only a few are able to enjoy Saratoga in the morning. Sovereign Stable invites 
you to join our team for a morning. Call to schedule an appointment.

Ten winners from 58 starters (17 percent) at Saratoga in the past six seasons. 
Second and third in two starts at Saratoga this summer.

If you are interested in owning a share in a Thoroughbred, come out and feel the sport for yourself.  
Join us for a morning you will never forget. 

Your horses are waiting...

Purse $75,000 each, FREE Nominations.
Closing August 11, 2009 • To be run Saturday, August 22, 2009

Contact Delaware Park Stake Coordinator Jim Hamer at 302-994-2521 ext. 6569
•••••

The Small Wonder
For Fillies Two Year Olds • 5/8 Turf

The First State Dash
For Two Year Olds • 5/8 Turf

The Tax Free Shopping Distaff
For Fillies and Mares Three Year Olds and Upward • Six Furlongs

The New Castle
For Three Year Olds and Upward • Six Furlongs

•••••
To find out if your horse is Delaware Certified or for more information about the Delaware
Certified Thoroughbred Program (DCTP) visit www.dtha.com and click on the DCTP link
to download an application or to find a list of participating Delaware farms. From the
website you can also check to see if your horse of racing age is Delaware Certified.

DELAWARE CERTIFIED

THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM

777 Delaware Park Blvd.
Wilmington, DE 19804

302-994-2398 tel
302-994-3392 fax

email: dctp@dtha.com
website: www.dtha.com

DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM

DELAWARE CERTIFIED

THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM

777 Delaware Park Blvd.
Wilmington, DE 19804

302-994-2398 tel
302-994-3392 fax

email: dctp@dtha.com
website: www.dtha.com

Delaware Bred
or Certified

Restricted Stakes

GET IN THE WINNER’S CIRCLE 
WITH FAST FURLONG STABLE

Partnership shares available in 2-year old colts from March 2009 OBS

Fiery Forest (Sire: Forest Danger)
Power Punch (Sire: Congaree)

GET IN FOR AS LITTLE AS $1,000!
Trainer: Seth Benzel

CALL PAUL BRAUS AT FAST FURLONG STABLE: 
(914) 925-3596
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fRIDAY, AUGUST 14
1ST. 6 fURLONGS. 3&UP. CLm. PURSE $24,200.
7 Eltish Star Samyn J L 55.50 15.40 6.80
4 Band of Thunder Lezcano J  4.20 2.80
2 Classic Moon Dominguez R A   2.70
Finish Time: 1:11.00
Trainer: Paulino Ortiz. Owner: Giorgi Stable.
B. g. 4. Eltish-Big Royal Dawn, Dawn Quixote.
Bred by Mr. and Mrs. Frank Ambrosio (Fla).
$2 Exacta (7-4) Paid $212.50; $2 Trifecta (7-4-2) Paid $596.00; $2 Super-
fecta (7-4-2-10) Paid $2,398.00

2ND. 6 fURLONGS. 3&UP. f&m. ST. ALW. PURSE $51,000. 
7 East Breaks Bridgmohan S X 4.80 3.00 2.40
2 Uno Peso Leparoux J R  4.30 3.50
6 Spina Dominguez R A   3.40
Finish Time: 1:10.09
Trainer: Steve Asmussen. Owner: Heiligbrodt Racing Stable.
B. f. 3. Flatter-The Real Thing, Capote. Bred by Dr. & Mrs. Smiser West (Ky).
$2 Exacta (7-2) Paid $18.40; $2 Quinella (2-7) Paid $12.80; $2 Trifecta  
(7-2-6) Paid $53.00; $2 Daily Double (7-7) Paid $202.00  

3RD. 7 fURLONGS. 3&UP. f&m. ALW. PURSE $52,000.
4 Devil by Design Desormeaux K J 7.80 3.80 2.90
8 Life At Ten Dominguez R A  3.90 3.00
2 Extra Sharp Garcia Alan   3.50
Finish Time: 1:23.39
Trainer: Bill Mott. Owner: John Gunther, Eurowest Bloodstock Services 
and Tony Chedraoui.
Dk. B. or Br. f. 3. Medaglia d’Oro-Beauty’s Due, Devil His Due.
Bred by John Gunther and Fred Sahadi (Ky).
$2 Exacta (4-8) Paid $35.40; $2 Trifecta (4-8-2) Paid $117.00; $2 Pick 3  
(7-7-4) 3 Correct Paid $1,197.00; $2 Daily Double (7-4) Paid $18.20  

4TH. 1 1/8 mILES. TURf. 3&UP. mCL. PURSE $25,000.
4 Last Noble Maragh R 19.60 10.60 6.20
5 Royal Lord Coa E M  11.00 6.90
9 The Cuff Shooter Lezcano J   10.40
Finish Time: 1:49.38
Trainer: Billy Badgett. Owner: Peter Landolfo. 
Gr/Ro. g. 3. Buddha-Burren, Rahy.
Bred by Gary and Mary West Stable(Ky).
$2 Exacta (4-5) Paid $187.50; $2 Quinella (4-5) Paid $87.50; $2 Trifecta  
(4-5-9) Paid $2,650.00; $2 Pick 3 (7-4-4) 3 Correct Paid $198.00; $2   
Daily Double (4-4) Paid $65.50  

5TH. 7 fURLONGS. 3&UP. f&m. ST. HDC. PURSE $57,500.
4 Kissa Melissa Lezcano J 13.20 6.50 5.40
1 Boss Tiffany Coa E M  8.80 5.60
7 Fort Carillon Samyn J L   13.00
Finish Time: 1:23.22
Trainer: Mitch Friedman. Owner: Sunny Meadow Farm.
Dk. B. or Br. f. 4. Full Mandate-Hines Farley Rules, King Of Kings (Ire).
Bred by Les Steinger (Fla).
$2 Exacta (4-1) Paid $99.50; $2 Trifecta (4-1-7) Paid $1,293.00; $2 Pick 
3 (4-4-4) 3 Correct Paid $448.50; $2 Pick 4 (1/7-4/7-4-4) 4 Correct Paid 
$1,552.00; $2 Daily Double (4-4) Paid $126.50  

6TH. 5 1/2 fURLONGS. TURf. 2YO. mSW. $50,000.
9 Bridgetown Albarado R J 7.00 3.70 3.10
6 Billions Boy Maragh R  3.60 2.90
8 Eto’o Lezcano J   7.20
Finish Time: 1:02.09
Trainer: Ken McPeek. Owner: Melnyk Racing Stables.
Ch. c. 2. Speightstown-Ellesmere, Tabasco Cat.
Bred by Eugene Melnyk (Fla).
$2 Exacta (9-6) Paid $25.20; $2 Trifecta (9-6-8) Paid $309.00; $2 Pick 
3  (4-4-9) 3 Correct Paid $745.00; $2 Daily Double (4-9) Paid $57.50; $2   
Superfecta (9-6-8-2) Paid $2,088.00

7TH. 1-mILE. TURf. 3&UP. AOC. PURSE $57,000.
2 Pick Six Desormeaux K J 7.30 3.90 2.50
6 Fluke (BRZ) Dominguez R A  3.70 3.20
3 Radical Sabbatical Maragh R   3.90
Finish Time: 1:34.87
Trainer: Shug McGaughey. Owner: Phipps Stable.
B. h. 5. Dynaformer-Oh What A Windfall, Seeking The Gold (Ky).
Bred by Phipps Stable (Ky).
$2 Exacta (2-6) Paid $23.20; $2 Trifecta (2-6-3) Paid $89.00; $2 Daily 
Double (9-2) Paid $30.40; $2 Pick 3 (4-9-2) 3 Correct Paid $193.00; $2   
Superfecta (2-6-3-5) Paid $468.00

8TH. 1 1/8 mILES. TURf. NATIONAL mUSEUm Of RACING HALL Of 
fAmE STAKES. 3YO. PURSE $160,000.
8 Courageous Cat Desormeaux K J 9.10 5.30 4.30
9 Sal the Barber Dominguez R A  9.10 6.30
5 Al Khali Arroyo N Jr   7.30
Finish Time: 1:45.90
Trainer: Bill Mott. Owner: Pam and Marty Wygod.
B. c. 3. Storm Cat-Tranquility Lake, Rahy.
Bred by Pam and Marty Wygod (Ky).
$2 Exacta (8-9) Paid $58.00; $2 Trifecta (8-9-5) Paid $457.50; $2 Grand 
Slam (1/4/7-6/8/9-2/3/6/9-8) Paid $83.50; $2 Pick 3 (9-2-8) 3 Correct 
Paid $117.00; $2 Daily Double (2-8) Paid $28.40; $2 Superfecta (8-9-5-2)  
Paid $4,360.00

9TH. 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. 3&UP. CLm. PURSE $32,000.
4 Ready’s Clyde Maragh R 50.00 17.40 7.30
10 Find the Wire Castellano J J  4.70 3.60
2 Holiday Trip Espinoza J L   4.10
Finish Time: 1:42.23
Trainer: Odin Londono Jr. Owner: Leslie Lammers.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 5. More Than Ready-Cammieslastfashion, Bucksplasher.
Bred by Norman Casse (Fla).
$2 Exacta (4-10) Paid $266.50; $2 Trifecta (4-10-2) Paid $1,340.00; 
$2 Superfecta (4-10-2-8) Paid $2,768.00; $2 Daily Double (8-4) Paid 
$332.50; $2 Pick 3 (2-8-4) 3 Correct Paid $1,140.00; $2 Pick 4 (9-2-
8-4)  4 Correct Paid $5,888.00; $2 Pick 6 (4-4-9-2-8-4) 5 Correct Paid 
$2,241.00; Carryover Pool $53,784

Saratoga Attendance: 23,276.  Mutuel Pool: $3,462,889.

Track: fast. Turf: firm.

friday’s Claims
1ST RACE: Band Of Thunder by Mike Maker for Ken and Sarah Ramsey, 
Classic Moon by Tim Ritvo, U. S. Cavalry by Greg DiPrima for Mathew 
Levy, Law N Dora by Mike Hushion for Paul Carlucci.

Don’t Just 

Be a 

Spectator, 

Be an 

Owner

  Friday’S Saratoga reSultS

brisnet.com
information is our business

Bloodstock Research Information Services
801 Corporate Drive • Lexington, Kentucky 40503
800.354.9206 • 859.223.4444

®

For over 37 years, Bloodstock Research has been
designing pedigree reports that tell you when to be the last person under the gavel.
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Magna �erapy

352-804-8155
Call for an appointment today:

Pulsed Electro-Magnetic Frequency �erapy

42 years 
experi

en
ce

Nerio Vargas Debbie Kral

Lengths Ahead of the Field
Engel Law Offices 

is a full service law office 
willing to serve your legal needs 
in the following practice areas:

Engel Law Offices
1104 Middleline Road, 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-490-1770 
www.engelatty.com

• Estate Planning
• Business Development

• Civil Litigation
• Criminal Defense/Traffic/DWI

• Equine Law
Please contact us with your legal questions

1 2

4 Last noble 5 Kissa Melissa 6

7 Pick Six 8 9 Ready’s Clyde 

friday’s saratoga winners • Photos by dave harmon

east Breakseltish Star 3 Devil By Design 

Bridgetown

Courageous Cat
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Bill Mott likes to win the Hall of 
Fame Stakes. 

Sure, it’s always rewarding to win 
a stakes, especially at Saratoga, and 
it’s always exciting to have a promis-
ing 3-year-old stakes horse in the barn. 
But Mott likes to win the Hall of Fame 
Stakes so he can join the newest mem-
bers of the club. He likes to meet them in 
the winner’s circle, stand next to them, 
shake their hands, share a moment with 
the honorees. 

Friday, Mott joined Eddie Maple, Ja-
net Elliot, Bob Baffert and the connec-
tions of Silverbulletday, Tiznow and Ben 
Nevis II after Courageous Cat notched 
Mott’s sixth victory in the stakes.

The winners gathering for the Hall of 
Fame Stakes signaled the end of a magi-
cal day. As always, Hall of Fame serves 
as a free day, when trainers skip out of 
the barn and jockeys hold off getting to 
the room. They turn off their phones, 
mingle with the masses and reflect on a 
job well done. 

Once a year, Mott and the rest of the 
Hall of Famers stop and think about 
their achievements. Once a year, they 
reach in the back of their closets for their 
navy sport coats with the patch on the 
chest, and head across East Avenue to 
pay homage to the newest class of Hall 
of Famers. The veteran members stop 
and reflect on their lives’ work while the 
newest members numb to the enormity. 

“I just look around, I go there and 
look around at who’s sitting next to me. 
I know every one of those guys put in an 
extreme amount of time and dedication 
to what they’ve done. There’s no easy 
way in there,” Mott said. “You’ve got 
to either scratch and claw, work hard or 
be exceptionally smart or talented to get 
in there. It’s probably a little bit different 
for everybody.”

Asked if he was excited about hav-
ing a nice 3-year-old to compete in turf 
stakes, Mott shed light on what’s special 
about winning the Hall of Fame Stakes, 
a race he won for the first time in 1992, 
back when he wasn’t even a consider-
ation for the Hall of Fame. 

“The best part is to be in the winner’s 
circle with them. I wanted to be in there. 
I want to do that every year,” Mott said. 
“It’s an elite club to be in and I’m just 
honored to be there and honored to be 
in the winner’s circle with those guys.”

Trainers respect trainers, especial-
ly ones who have worked hard and 
worked their way up from cheap tracks 
and cheap horses. 

“For myself, I don’t know that I was 
smart or talented, but I kept grinding. 
Get hit, get up, go again,” Mott said. 
“That’s how I did it. Guys like Baffert 
are very smart and very talented, ev-
erybody has their own talents and their 
own way, riders too.”

For Baffert, it was a meteoric rise 
from Quarter Horses to Thoroughbreds. 
The class clown of trainers, he found a 
couple of loyal owners and produced 
champions with alacrity. He’s the one 
with the trophy on his head, the one imi-

tating Usain Bolt on the track and he’s 
the one that stood at the helm of a win 
machine. He’s in the Hall of Fame.

For Elliot, it was a long and ardu-
ous road, begun at Jonathan Sheppard’s 
farm in Unionville, Pa. She babysat 
Sheppard’s kids, galloped, rubbed, 
mucked and drove the van. Steeplechase 
trainers log hard miles and nobody has 
worn out more boots, cars and spinal 
discs than Elliot. Friday was a day in the 
sun for a woman who has done it the 
rain, sleet, sun and snow. She’s in the 
Hall of Fame. 

 For Maple, it was a beautiful end-
ing to a wretched wait to get into the 
Hall of Fame. Six times, they voted, six 
times, they denied. How else would the 
journeyman’s journeyman get into the 
Hall of Fame? No frills, Maple plied his 
trade, won his races and hammered a 
peg on the New York circuit. He’s in the 
Hall of Fame. 

As for horses, three new ones had 
their names chiseled in steel. Tiznow, 
the great two-time winner of the Breed-
ers’ Cup when we needed him most. 
Ben Nevis, the runaway project that 
conquered the planet. And Silverbullet-
day, the rocket who helped Baffert get 
in the Hall of Fame. They’re in the Hall 
of Fame. 

At the end of the day, Mott found 
himself alongside his new brethren. Just 
where he wanted.

“They’re probably not thinking 
much about it right now, but I know 
when you get inducted into the Hall 
of Fame, it’s very overwhelming, and I 
don’t think it’s much different for any-
body else than it was for me,” Mott 
said. “It’s like all of a sudden, you’re in 
a fog and so much is happening around 
you, there are so many people around 
you, you’ve got friends and family, to 
have everybody there, you’re the center 
of attention for a day.”

Mott doesn’t stay there for long.
“Tomorrow it’s history. Tomor-

row we’re looking for the next Hall of 
Fame winner, that’s what it’s really all 
about it,” Mott said. “Courageous Cat 
is looking at the Hollywood Derby or 
the Jamaica or something else and we’re 
looking for next year’s winner of this 
race. It’s all over now.”

Mott produced full-brothers After 
Market and Courageous Cat to win the 
Hall of Fame Stakes. 

Asked about the 2-year-old sib-
ling, next year’s winner, Mott thought 
ahead. 

“You know, I better make a phone 
call,” Mott said. “I don’t know where 
the 2-year-old is.”

  cUP of coffee

By 
Sean clancy

Mott makes
a moment

Vineyard Haven (Gr. l)
Zensational (Gr. l)

Go Go Shoot
Bustin Stones (Gr. l)
Macho Again (Gr. l)
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Dashing Debby
Little Nick

Forty Thieves
Sky Mystic

Ten Most Wanted (Gr. l)
Stately Character (Gr. I)
Hopeful Image (Gr. II)

Toccet (Gr. l)
Soto (Gr. ll)

Coach Jimi Lee (Gr. II)
Bella Bellucci (Gr. l)
Fagedaboudit Sal
Galloping Grocer
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Contact Jim Crupi
1 (866) 313-5400

www.newcastlefarm.com

Muscle Fortifier™

Complete Muscular System Support
Exclusive formula for horses with high  
performance demands. 
Muscle Fortifier™ supports:
  - Rapid Muscle Recovery
  - Normal Lactic Acid Levels
  - Proper Ionic Balance and Body Fluid Levels
  - Proper Muscle Contraction

New 

Finally, A Comprehensive Approach to Muscle Health

Vita Flex Nutrition
1302-B Lew Ross Road, Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501
For more information, product details and study results, call 1-800-848-2359 or visit our web site at vita-flex.com.
©2008 VitaFlex Nutrition      08-0112

Forever Together

Can We Buy a 
Horse for You?

Tod Marks
Hall of fame moments for (from top) Tiznow, 
Janet Elliot, Bob Baffert, Ben Nevis II. Hall of 
fame trainer Bill mott capped the day with his 
sixth win in the Hall of Fame Stakes.
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“For myself, I don’t know that I was 
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Get hit, get up, go again,” Mott said. 
“That’s how I did it. Guys like Baffert 
are very smart and very talented, ev-
erybody has their own talents and their 
own way, riders too.”
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couple of loyal owners and produced 
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with the trophy on his head, the one imi-
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THIS IS CLEARLY A 
ONE-HORSE RACE
Aqueduct Entertainment Group’s (AEG) proposal is good for New York 
breeders, good for horsemen, good for owners and good for racing. 
Just look at the projections for Racing Support Payments submitted to 
the State by AEG.

AEG is projecting that NY Racing will receive $67 Million in 2010 and 
within a few years these payments will exceed $100 million per annum. 
By then, on an annual basis, NY Thoroughbred Breeders will receiving 
nearly $10 million and Racing Purses will be receiving nearly $50 
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projected to be over $1.5 billion. 

AEG has the ability to get VLTs up and operating at Aqueduct faster 
than any other bidder. That’s why we’re the horse to bet on.
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