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The ride & safe transport of your horses is 
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trailers, Eby has evolved into the production 
of standard equine trailers designed with the 
same attention to detail & structural integrity 
as their larger predecessors. Whatever your 
discipline or level of competition, consider a 
move to Eby & insure that your horses arrive 
ready to compete every time.
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Here & There at Saratoga

Worth Repeating
“Oh, no, the circle of death.”

The Special’s Carl Hott while watching
the rainbow circle spin on his mac computer 

“And he’s even older than I am.”
Trainer Jonathan Sheppard on the apparent 

negative aspects of presidential candidate John mcCain

 “I’m having a deja vu moment, it feels like I’ve done this all before.”
Jocks’ agent Richard DePass 

as he drove his golfcart through the stable area monday morning

“Hey, I’m an equal opportunist, I aggravate everybody.”
DePass as he went barn to barn monday morning

“I don’t know if my horses belong here, but I know I do.”
Trainer Tom Proctor on his first trip to Saratoga since “I was a kid.”

“If you can’t find a good rider at Saratoga, you’re probably in the wrong 
race.”

Jocks’ agent mike Kelly, 
quoting Hall of fame trainer Scotty Schulhofer

“All I know are rugby songs, and they’re probably not appropriate.”
Ed Swyer to the suggestion that they sing 

campfire songs at his electricity-free party Sunday night

“If he just came with subtitles.”
Jockey Padge Whelan about trying to understand trainer Tom Voss 

“Last night I was eating a hot dog at the Cecil County Fair, tonight I’m eat-
ing dinner with Marylou Whitney.”

Ryan Clancy, 15, while finishing 
a plate of food at Ed Swyer’s party Sunday night

“Come on Dad, everybody knows not to keep their clothes in one place.”
Clancy to his dad after a water-logged ceiling 

fell onto his dad’s clothes Sunday night; Ryan’s clothes 
were spread from one end to the other in the adjacent room

“I got that muck sack 22 years ago.”
Voss assistant Robert Cutler pointing to a worn blue tarp

“Man, I didn’t know it was show-and-tell today.”
Van driver while trying to negotiate

through the Open House crowd Sunday

“You’ve got to be nuts to be one of these guys. They’re all training on the 
same track, the same equipment, basically the same horses and every one 
of them thinks they’re the best.”

Jocks’ agent while analyzing trainers monday morning

“There’s no bad weather. Just bad clothes.”
National Steeplechase foundation member Sam Slater 

(quoting someone) while sweating it out at the Saratoga Jump Start 

“I was going to vote for Hillary, I figure she ran the country for Bill all those 
years, she can run it for us.”

Doc Danner, on the presidential race

Connie Bush
BACK TO WORK. The horses – and their people – return to Saratoga Race Course for the 2008 season.
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Congratulations to the connections of 

TIN CUP CHALICE
Trainer: Michael Lecesse

Owners: Michael Lecesse and Scott Van Laer

✔ Undefeated winner of the 2008 
New York Derby and 2008 Mike Lee Stakes

✔ We wish you continued success 
on your historic road 

to capture the OTB Big Apple Triple!

Contact: Main: Cell: 646-872-6843
E-mail: Website: www.hammertowninsurance.com

Specializing in Equine 
Insurance: Mortality, 

Theft, Stallion Permanent 
Disability, Stallion 

First Season Infertility, 
Barrenness-Prospective 

Foal, Claiming and Fall of 
the Hammer

Another stakes winner 
insured by 

HAMMERTOWN 
INSURANCE 

AGENCY
“Protecting Equine 

Investments”

Here & There at Saratoga
Worth Repeating

“One guy’s too old, the other guy’s got no experience. Fortunately 
our forefathers made it where whoever is president can’t do any-
thing on their own, they’ve got to get approval.”

Hall of fame trainer Allen Jerkens

“Right now, it’s got a lot of novelty to it. In a month, we’ll be count-
ing the days to get out of here.”

Trainer Pat Reynolds

One Winner
Pat Reynolds: “We’re going to have a lobsterfest – Rock Lob-
ster.”

Rick Violette: “Chez Sophie. No, I’ll give you one, Crib Note.”

Al Stall: “Five Boroughs.”

mark Hennig: “I just had to stop on my one winner this morning 
with shins. I’m not too good with predictions, but we’ll pick up a 
few along the way.”

Weather
The Blackberry browser (we still don’t have real Internet) came 
up with pretty much one word for the next three days – thunder-
storms, thunderstorms, thunderstorms.

Names of the Day
Teapot Dome, fifth race: The Teapot Dome scandal (something 
about government land, oil rights and President Harding’s pals) 
probably steamrolled due to its cool title. Barry Schwartz wouldn’t 
mind if his 2-year-old became a household name, either, though 
hopefully she just wins races.

Spooky mulder, 10th race: The X-Files has been on the shelf for 
years, but not this fellow, who goes looking for victory 34 in the 
finale.

The Big Horserace
The Special’s straw (well, hay) poll began back at Keeneland, and 

it’s becoming pretty clear which way the wind’s blowing, at least 
around the backside. 

mcCain
Richard DePass

Danielle Hodsdon
Kip Elser

Bruce Brown
Steve Adika

Pat Reynolds
Al Stall

Matt Muzikar
Lenny Pike
Bill Mott

Mark Hennig

Obama
Helen Richards

Del Carroll

Neither
Doc Danner

Connie Bush
BACK TO WORK II. Horses took to the main track Tuesday morning.
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Bill Mott swung into his western 
saddle and ambled his way to the track 
to watch his last set gallop on the main 
track Tuesday morning. The sun was 
out, the rain loomed and all thoughts 
were on Opening Day Saratoga 2008.

Mott laughed at the absurdity of pre-
dicting what might happen. Defending 
his leading-trainer title, the prospects 
of his 2-year-olds, the condition of the 
oval – all out of any one man’s control.

“Oh, I don’t know. I wouldn’t even 
dare to guess,” Mott said. “I’d prefer 
not to think about (leading trainer). You 
do, but I think it works better when you 
don’t think about it. Timing is every-
thing. If you fall in the right race with 
the right horse on the right racetrack, 
but it could all change when you wake 
up in the morning and see the weather 
forecast.”

As Mott explained how he’s won 
races with average horses and lost races 
with phenomenal horses at Saratoga, 
trainer Rick Violette walked over to the 
shoulder of Mott’s pony and joined in 
the racing round table.

“You’re exactly right,” Violette said. 

“Some very ordinary horses win here 
and then some of them are Grade I 
maiden races. You never know.”

And that’s why we’re here. With 
more than a stakes a day – there are 
four graded stakes on Saturday –  this is 
as good as it gets. But don’t ask a trainer 
to tell you how it’s going to go. 

“I’ve won with horses I wouldn’t have 
liked anywhere,” Mott said. “Sometimes 
the steam in the race doesn’t show and 
everybody’s staggering down to the wire 
and somebody’s got to win. It can hap-
pen. You take your best horse and end 
up in one of the Grade I maiden races at 
Saratoga and you might be fourth, and 
run a good race. You look back in two 
year’s time and say, ‘look what came 
out of that spot.’ It’s amazing.”

Last year Mott ended Todd Pletcher’s 
five year headlock on leading-trainer 
honors. Mott and Pletcher are the only 
two to earn the title in the last 10 years. 
You want unpredictability? Pletcher 
doesn’t run a single horse on Opening Tod Marks

Bill mott looks to repeat in the Saratoga trainers’ race.

Sure Thing?
Uncertainty rules as meet leaders
return for another go at Saratoga

by Sean ClanCy SaRaTOga SeaSON pRevIeW
2008

See preview page 5 

Kiaran McLaughlin

What do all of these successful trainers have in common?

Todd Pletcher Mark Hennig

They all use TLore.net – Racehorse Management Service
TLore.net is a well organized, extremely detailed website which can be custom-

ized to individual stables, and yet it is easy to use and maintain. If maintaining your 
own racing stable website is too time consuming, TLore.net will provide that service 
for you.

A trainer no longer has to feel overwhelmed by the immense management respon-
sibilities necessary for the daily training of racehorses. Complement your training 
expertise with an accurate and affordable service that will enable you to concentrate 
on your strengths.

Some of our growing client list includes: Timothy Hills, Bruce Jackson, Catherine 
Day Phillips, Doug O’Neill, Rick Violette, John Shireffs, and many more!

Contact: Tracy L. Attfi eld  • Tele:(954) 647-3220 • Email: sales@tlore.net • www.TLore.net

GET ORGANIZED
HORSE INFORMATION –  year of birth, sex, state-bred, breeding, photo gallery, Coggins date, foal paper location, 
tattoo number, gate card, insurance information, race eligibility, blacksmith dates, equipment, lasix status, etc.
OWNER INFORMATION - addresses, telephone, cellular and fax numbers, contact information, racing silks descrip-
tion and location, licensing, etc.
SPECIALIZED REPORTING - Shipping report, Employee commission breakdown, Custom race report, Bulk entry 
form, Owner silks report, Location activity report, Horse insurance report, Blank printable training chart, Bulk horse 
move form, Bulk foal paper move form, and Medications report.
TRAINING CHARTS - Enter the daily training activities, therapies, billing items, races and results, 
health history, etc.

AND MUCH MORE!

David Donk Richard Valentine



5Wednesday, July 23, 2008

Day; Mott entered two horses – and 
he’ll only run one in the first 2-year-old 
maiden race of the meet. Gary Contessa 
plays in five races. Steve Asmussen ap-
pears in four. Tom Bush, Christophe 
Clement, Richard Dutrow, Mike Hush-
ion, Leo O’Brien, Phil Serpe and Nick 
Zito go three deep.

Complementing the mainstays this 
meet are new shooters such as John 
Fahey III, Dave Carroll, Mike Maker, 
Bruce Brown and Tom Proctor. Some 
trainers are looking for titles, others just 
looking to survive the meet and maybe 
win a race or two.

Remember, it’s about the right races, 
the right horses, the right track, the 
right breaks.

“Last year, everything fell into place. 
You couldn’t have designed it any better. 
You didn’t design it, it just happened,” 
Mott said. “We’re certainly fortunate 
to have a group of nice horses, to have 
that opportunity, but you’ve still got to 
get lucky and everything has to fall into 
place.”

For trainers like Dave Carroll, who 
brought eight horses to Saratoga, it’s an 
opportunity to fly one wing-span closer 
to the sun. Originally, Carroll was com-
ing to run Denis Of Cork in the Jim 
Dandy and figured he’d bring seven 
others to complete the mission. The Bel-
mont Stakes runner-up hurt a hind ankle 
and rests at Churchill Downs. Carroll’s 
other option was Ellis Park, so he’s here, 
one toe in the water. 

“It’s Saratoga. It’s the place to be. 
Walking around, I’m happy I’m here,” 
Carroll said. “Hopefully we can win a 
race or two, that would be great. Every-
body’s here. Nobody’s at Ellis.”

Saratoga doesn’t offer any discounts. 
For a small trainer with a marginal sta-
ble, filling out the stall application for 
Saratoga amounts to a leap of faith, one 
to show your owners you belong and 
you’re ready to play at the top. You come 
with your best and hope for the best.

“You always want to put yourself 
against the best, sometimes you’re hum-
bled and sometimes you’re successful, 
but you learn from it,” Carroll said, as 
he cooled off from galloping most of his 
string Tuesday morning. “I watch every-
body here, but I feel like I belong here 
too. I’m not afraid of anybody. Just give 
me the horse. In this business, this guy’s 
a claiming trainer, this guy doesn’t run 
2-year-olds, this guy . . .  you want to be 
where you can do it all, and you’ve got 

to travel when you have a nice horse. I 
love it up here.”

Minutes after Carroll arranged for 
some freelance help and Mott rode off 
to accompany his set back to the barn, 
Mott’s go-to jockey Kent Desormeaux 
and his agent Mike Sellito conferred 
over their Saratoga strategy. The duo 
debated plans from the front of their 
golf cart: Should they go out of town 
here, should they stay put and focus on 
the riding title . . . 

Obviously Desormeaux will hit the 
road to ride Big Brown in the Haskell 
at Monmouth but besides that he’s got 
one thing on his mind – avenging a one-
win loss to Cornelio Velasquez (whose 
agent Richard DePass had already been 
around the backstretch like a paratroop-
er Sunday and Monday mornings). Last 
year, Desormeaux made up an eight-win 
deficit in the last week but fell just short 
of Velasquez.

Don’t remind him. 
“I’m amped. Excited,” Desormeaux 

said. “This year is about vindication, 
I hope. Being eight-back the last week 
and coming into the last day all square 
and not being able to muster up one win 
– that hurt. That was a big pill to swal-
low. Hopefully we’ll be as lucky, get as 
much support as last year and things 
will go our way this year.”

Desormeaux will have plenty of 
company at the top of the board. Soon-
to-be Hall of Famer Edgar Prado, pe-
rennial powerhouse John Velazquez, 
Belmont leader Eibar Coa and streaking 
Alan Garcia lead the talent pool. Gar-
rett Gomez and Rafael Bejarano will 
ply their trade in California but Robby 
Albarado, Jamie Theriot, Elvis Trujillo 
and Richard Migliore (among others) 
will add to the Saratoga depth. 

Desormeaux knows it’s tough sled-
ding.

“We were excited coming into last 
year and we’re just as excited this year, 
but it’s Saratoga. We’ve established some 
better horses, with that being said, we 
have some traveling to do,” Desormeaux 
said. “I had a fantastic year last year but 
I’d sure like to win this title. I should 
have won on the horse Cornelio won 
on the last day, that was my second call. 
There were at least five re-rides I’d like to 
have back . . . shoulda, coulda, woulda. 
I knew them for a long time, then I had 
to let them go. We’ll try to erase them for 
good this year.”

Desormeaux wants to erase. Mott 
wants to duplicate. And Carroll just 
wants to play. It’s Saratoga – all aboard.

Preview –
 Continued from page 4

Need New Options
for Your Horse?

Wheels Up At Noon joined 
our program as a 

steeplechase prospect. 
Now he’s a two-time turf 

stakes winner & aiming 
for bigger things.

Doug Fout Racing Stable
Flat and Steeplechase Training

Superb training facility in Virginia
Stalls at Fair Hill Training Center

Competitive day rates

pdfout@erols.com
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Terry Lindsey Equidae Gallery
At the Holiday Inn Open daily  9 - 9   July 25 - Sept. 1

VIEW GALLERY     WWW.EQUIDAE.COM
518-584-1766 gallery / 802-379-1156 cell  / 802-325-3918 studio

LECTURES AND DEMOS 
Each Friday at 10 a.m. — 
a different guest each week

CHAMPAGNE OPENING 
Aug. 2, 6-8 p.m. — Introducing 
THE SARATOGA RACING BRACELET  
Designed by Terry Lindsey, Music by Jane Wood

ARTISTS DISPLAYED
Top left to right, Kate Upton, Terry Lindsey, 

Susie Cronin, Jaime Corum, Werner Rentsch, 

Kathy Partridge, Louise W. King,

Louise Peterson plus 30 more wonderful artists.
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keeneland.com

The Ones –
the Yearlings –
the future stakes winners.

at Keeneland. Plan now to attend
the September 8 – 23 Yearling Sale.

Sessions begin at 10:00 a.m. daily

Find the Next Great One

KE-083115-3 - Saratoga Special Sept Sale.indd   1 7/17/08   9:34:38 AM
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$255,000,000
From 2000 through 2007 in black type
stakes races alone, trainers who fed

$255-million dollars in
first place purse money.

earned in excess of

Hallway Feeds
Lexington, KY

(859) 255-7602 • (800) 753-4255
www.hallwayfeeds.com

Hallway Feeds Racing Products

®

®

FINAL AD 3-31-08:FINAL AD 3-27-06  4/1/08  11:03 AM  Page 1

The Gold Standard In 
Racing Partnerships

WESTPOINTTB.COM
800.578.9684

This advertisement is for 
informational purposes only 
and is not an offer to sell securities.

For most people, Saratoga Race Course’s 140th 
season starts with today’s 1 p.m. post. For trainer 
Mark Hennig, Saratoga 2008 started last Aug. 7, 
2007, with an early morning phone call from Team 
Valor President Barry Irwin. 

“Barry called me up and told me he bought a big 
pretty Saarland filly the night before at the Fasig-
Tipton sale,” Hennig said. “And he sure was right.”

Selling as hip number 37, the pretty Saarland 
filly (out of the Southern Halo mare La Sorbonne) 
stopped the hammer at $400,000 and started a path 
that would lead to Hennig’s barn 11 on the Saratoga 
backstretch. 

Named Collegiate, she looms as a main factor in 
the meet’s first stakes, the Grade III Schuylerville at 
6 furlongs.

It took Hennig only a few breezes to know he had 
a special filly.

“She came to us a little before May 1 and I know 
$400,000 was a lot for a Saarland filly, being a first-
crop sire and all, but she was just gorgeous, just a big, 
pretty, strapping filly that looks like a colt,” Hennig 
said. “It took her a work or two but after that she 
figured it out she began training great. When we ran 
her at Belmont we expected that kind of effort.”

“That kind of effort” was an easy-as-you-please 
maiden romp June 19, when she covered 5 furlongs 
in a scorching 57 2/5 seconds while only being shown 
the whip by jockey Edgar Prado, who has the return 
call in the Schuylerville. 

After Collegiate posted a quarter-mile in 21 2/5 

and a half-mile in 44 4/5 minor details like purchase 
prices were no longer a concern.

Whereas older maiden winners have entry-level 
allowance races to head to, 2-year-olds in July are 
rarely offered such luxuries. Hennig knew his op-
tions and circled the $100,000 Schuylerville on his 
calendar. 

“Tomorrow seems like a competitive race and any 
time you step from wiring a five- or six-horse maiden 
race to an 11-horse stakes race going three-quarters, 
where so many things can happen, is tough,” Hen-
nig said. “But we feel we’ve got her schooled behind 
horses and Edgar’s been on her and he understands 
her. Someone in there has got to sit off and she’s 
a big horse who we hope doesn’t spend her whole 
career on the lead. If she breaks good, she’s quick, 
but she has always sat behind horses in the morning. 
Being a daughter of Saarland we think her future’s 
in front of her and that’s what Edgar said after her 
last race. The toughest thing about that race was it 
was at 5 furlongs.” 

Morning-line favorite Ocean Colors drew the 
rail for Steve Asmussen and Shaun Bridgmohan. A 
Gainesway home-bred, Ocean Colors will gain sup-
port based on her authoritative 5 1/4-length debut 
score at Churchill Downs and her dam, Kentucky 
Derby-winner Winning Colors.

A pair of New York-breds who also impressed at 
Belmont Park will look to spoil the summer term of 

Collegiate and Ocean Colors. Mike Hushion sends 
out Chartreux, who had an eventful trip breaking 
her maiden by a neck against state-breds June 12. 

Away last of seven, Chartreux traveled six-wide 
while racing greenly and just got up for Channing 
Hill, who rides the daughter of Tale Of The Cat 
again today. Hushion was impressed with Char-
treux’s versatility, but knows she needs to work on 
her manners to get her picture taken Wednesday.

“She can’t run that greenly or that wide again if 
she’s going to beat those fillies, especially if she’s get-

Connie Bush
Collegiate aims to win the Opening Day feature.

Charming Coed
Collegiate aims to be head of freshmen filly class

by brian nadeau SCHuyleRvIlle pRevIeW
Wednesday, July 23

See schuylerville page 9 
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3 MILES FROM LAKE GEORGE VILLAGE

518-668-3000
TOPOFTHEWORLDGOLFRESORT.COM

18 HOLES, PAR 71

ting mud kicked in her face, but it’s 
always nice to see a 2-year-old come 
from off-the-pace and win their first 
start,” Hushion said. “I don’t like to 
test them too much in the morning 
but she ran well at Belmont. If she can 
move forward off that last race there’s 
plenty of juice in there to set her up.” 

Tom Bush loses Edgar Prado to Col-
legiate, but will give Kent Desormeaux 
a leg up on Ouchy Night, who streaked 
to a 4 1/4-length win in her Belmont 
unveiling June 25. 

Ouchy Night battled pace-pressure 
for a half-mile before shaking free 
for the score in a field of nine, which 
should have her ready for the Schuy-
lerville’s bulky field. 

Bush was impressed with the debut 
score, but knows the water is deeper in 
the Schuylerville.

“She’s a very nice filly but it’s a big 
step up,” the trainer said. “There looks 
to be two standout fillies in there who 
might be superior, but Ouchy Night’s 
race was very similar to what they did, 
so we’ll see what happens.” 

Mani Bhavan (John Velazquez to 
ride) comes north from Delaware 
Park, where the daughter of Storm 
Boot decimated maidens by a widen-
ing 9 1/4 lengths in her debut for Steve 
Klesaris.

Renda (Javier Castellano), for Juan 
Arias, and Cameron Crazies (Julien 
Leparoux), for Wayne Lukas, exit 
the Grade III, 6-furlong Debutante at 
Churchill Downs. 

Renda broke last in the field of 10 
before rallying mildly to check in fifth 
behind pro-tem divisional leader Gar-
den District, while Cameron Crazies 
set the pace before tiring to sixth. They 
are the only two fillies in the field to 
have tried today’s distance. 

Mine All Mine (Elvis Trujillo), win-
less in three career starts for Wesley 
Ward; Boom Town Sally, a 7-length 
maiden winner in her second lifetime 
start at Monmouth for Kelly Breen; 
Girlfrienontheside (Cornelio Ve-
lasquez), a distant second in the Asto-
ria at Belmont for Anthony Dutrow; 
and Jardin (Robby Albarado), a first-
out winner at Churchill for Asmussen, 
round out the field in the 90th running 
of the Schuylerville.

Schuylerville –
 Continued from page 8

Connie Bush
Ouchy Night and trainer Tom Bush tackle the Grade III Schuylervile.

Visit www.stewartsshops.com to find a Stewart’s Closer to You!

More Flavors!
More Ways!
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Paramount Graduates Classic 
Belmont Stakes (G1) 

Winner 
DA’ TARA
and 
Graded Stakes 
Winner 

VISIONAIRE

Paramount Sales 
Fasig-Tipton NY 

Saratoga Selected 
Yearlings

August 4-5, Barn 1 South

DA’ TARA wires the field by 5 1/4-lengths in 
the 140th running of the Belmont 
Stakes (G1). DA’ TARA was a 
Paramount Sales graduate from the 
2006 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Yearling Sale.

VISIONAIRE is shown winning the 2008
Gotham Stakes (G3). VISIONAIRE was a 
Paramount Sales graduate from the 2006
Faisg-Tipton Saratoga Yearling Sale.

DEHERE  
DIXIELAND BAND

GHOSTZAPPER  
GRAND SLAM  

HARLAN’S HOLIDAY  
TALE OF THE CAT

Selling Yearlings By:

N
Y

RA
 P

ho
to

s

Pat Costello
449 Lewis Hargett Circle 
Suite 190 Lexington, KY 40503
(859) 296-6455 • Fax (859) 296-6465
Email:paramount@paramountsales.net
www.paramountsales.net

B/W Paramount 7-14-08:Layout 1  7/16/08  4:37 PM  Page 2
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It won’t take long for the Saratoga 
meet to reach a fever pitch. The open-
ing weekend lineup packs a powerful 
punch and should provide a glimpse 
of what will come later this year at the 
Breeders’ Cup Oct. 24 and 25 at Santa 
Anita.

Four Breeders’ Cup Challenge rac-
es highlight Saturday’s card, with the 
winner of each of those events gaining 
an automatic berth to their respective 
divisional races in the Breeders’ Cup. 
Saturday’s “Win and You’re In” races 
are the $750,000 Whitney Handicap, 
$500,000 Diana, $250,000 Go For 
Wand Handicap and $250,000 Alfred 
G. Vanderbilt Handicap.

Andrew Byrnes, NYRA’s stakes co-
ordinator for the past 10 years, has as-
sembled a strong list of candidates for 
the first Saturday of the 36-day meet.

The expected participation of four 
Grade I winners – Bit Of Whimsy, Ru-
therienne, Vacare, and Wait A While – 
in the Diana is without a doubt one of 
the highlights of the meet. The winner 
of the Grade I Diana gains an automat-
ic berth in the $2 million Breeders’ Cup 
Filly and Mare Turf.

“The Diana absolutely looks like a 
Breeders’ Cup race,” Byrnes said. “I’m 
pretty pleased with the line-up.”

The Grade I Whitney, designated as 
a Breeders’ Cup Challenge race for the 
$5 million Classic, is missing Curlin, 
the leader of the handicap division, but 
otherwise features several of the coun-
try’s top older horses. Commentator, 
the 2005 Whitney winner, heads a pro-
spective field that includes A.P. Arrow, 
Notional, Rising Moon, Solar Flare, 
Timber Reserve and possibly Student 
Council and Tasteyville.

Divine Park, winner of the Metro-
politan Mile at Belmont Park in May, 
will sit out the Whitney with an eye 
toward the Woodward on the last Sat-
urday of the meet, Aug. 30. The Grade 
I Woodward could feature a rematch 
between Divine Park and Met Mile 
runner-up Commentator.

“With the Whitney and the Wood-
ward later in the meet, the spacing of 
the races for the older horse division 
is very good,” Byrnes said. “Some of 
these horses could make two starts at 
Saratoga.”

The Grade II Alfred G. Vanderbilt 
is missing the country’s top sprinter, 
Benny The Bull, who is expected to run 
in the Forego Aug. 30. The Vander-
bilt, however, holds a sizeable amount 
of intrigue with the undefeated Bustin 
Stones and 2006 Breeders’ Cup Sprint 
winner Thor’s Echo among the likely 
starters in the six-furlong race.

Ginger Punch will be a heavy fa-
vorite in the Go For Wand, a race she 
won last year en route to capturing the 
Breeders’ Cup Distaff and the older 
filly or mare divisional championship. 
The presence of Ginger Punch will keep 
the Grade I Go For Wand field on the 
light side, with maybe as few as four 
challengers set to meet the defending 
champion. 

Opening weekend also features Sun-
day’s Grade II Jim Dandy, a stepping-
stone to the $1 million Travers Stakes  
(presented by Shadwell) Aug. 23. Nota-
bly missing from the Jim Dandy line-up 
will be Big Brown, who is targeting the 
Aug. 3 Haskell Invitational at Mon-
mouth Park. Despite Big Brown’s ab-
sence, the $500,000 Jim Dandy holds 
allure with Belmont Stakes winner Da’ 
Tara headlining the race. Da’ Tara will 
be joined by stablemate Anak Nakal 
who finished third in the Belmont.

Adding depth to the Jim Dandy field 
is a plethora of talented 3-year-olds, in-
cluding Breeders’ Cup Juvenile runner-
up Pyro, Preakness runner-up Macho 
Again, Iowa Derby winner Tiz Now 
Tiz Then, and Dwyer runner-up Tizbig. 
Big Truck, the Tampa Bay Derby win-
ner, is also expected to start.

With so much stakes strength early 
in the meet, what does NYRA have up 
its sleeve for later? Undoubtedly, there 
will be more solid fields, but two of 
racing’s “now” horses might be miss-
ing in action. The next start for reign-
ing Horse of the Year Curlin, who is 

training at Saratoga, is unknown. 
NYRA officials would do back-flips 
to lure Kentucky Derby and Preakness 
winner Big Brown (who is training at 
Aqueduct) to the meet’s signature race, 
the Grade I Travers, but that is unlike-
ly. Big Brown’s co-owner, Michael Ia-
varone of IEAH Stables, has not com-
mitted to a race beyond the Haskell, 
but the Travers doesn’t appear to be on 

his wish list. Big Brown’s trainer, Rich-
ard Dutrow Jr., has been mum on the 
matter recently.

“I would doubt (Big Brown) would 
run here if he ran in the Haskell,” 
Byrnes said. “Of course, there is al-
ways the chance. He is the draw and 
the horse. He has a New York stable 
behind him, so not having him hurts 
a little.”

Coming Soon
Saturday Saratoga stakes lineup
provides preview to Breeders’ Cup

by karen johnSon

Donna Freyer
PO Box 2254, Camden, SC 29020

803-243-4848 Mobile

www.customcareequine.com

Camden, South Carolina has been home 
to Thoroughbred excellence for generations.

The tradition continues.

LEGENDS

“  Where winning 
 B E G I N S ” 

“ Andy Beyer’s books con�rm[ed] to me that be�ing  
on horses is not a waste of time, and they dispelled  
the myth that no one ever wins at 
 the racetrack.”

   — Andy Serling

Available wherever books are sold

revised
and

updated

“  If not for Andy Beyer’s classic books, I never 
would have go�en involved in horse racing.”

     —Dan Illman

Matt Goins
Rutherienne could turn up in Saturday’s Grade I Diana.
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“We use the Cosequin products on a vast majority 
of the horses in our barn. I believe it has been a huge 
contributing factor to keeping our horses sound and 

healthy. One noteworthy athlete, Better Talk Now, 
is in his ninth year and still going strong.”

GRAHAM MOTION – Leading Thoroughbred Trainer

A new 
Standard

FOR Equine
Joint Health!

We’ve reinvented joint health 

for horses with a comprehensive 

NEW joint health supplement. 

Cosequin®ASU goes above 

and beyond  the traditional 

glucosamine/chondroitin sulfate 

products on the market. Cosequin 

ASU contains glucosamine,  

chondroitin sulfate, and 

avocado/soybean unsaponifiables 

(ASU), PLUS high purity MSM.

Photograph by Maggie Furbay

2208 Lakeside Boulevard  Edgewood, Maryland 21040
1-800-925-5187   cosequinequine.com

U.S. Patent Nos. 5,587,363 
and 6,797,289  Additional Patent Pending

THE ORIGINAL 
COSEQUIN EQUINE FAMILY

Source: Surveys conducted in the Fall of 2002,
March 2004 and September 2007 of equine veterinarians 

who recommended oral joint health supplements.

Like a garden party or a ticker-tape 
parade, the High Rock Spring is particu-
larly vulnerable to rain.

An $80,000 turf stakes for New 
York-breds, the High Rock is set for 5 
1/2 furlongs on the Saratoga lawn, and 
trainer Linda Rice is ready to saddle a 
tough trifecta – weather permitting.

Rice entered Mohegan Sky, Ahvee’s 
Destiny and Silver Timber, all of whom 
have wins over the course. But with rain 
in the forecast, Rice plans to scratch all 
three if the race is forced off the grass. 

The trainer must take a wait-and-see 
approach with Mother Nature; if she 
wins that battle, it’s hard not to like her 
chances on the lawn.

“Ahvee’s Destiny is a speed horse and 
should benefit from the lack of speed in 
the race,” Rice said. “The other two are 
closers and they’ll probably be stalking. 
But, we’ll have to see about the weath-
er.”

Ahvee’s Destiny, a 4-year-old daugh-
ter of Rizzi won twice at this distance 
here in 2007 and lures jockey John Ve-
lazquez.

Soft ground could help Mohegan Sky, 
who seems to appreciate any going. The 
5-year-old has never looked better nu-
merically than she did in her last start, 

a close third in the Grade III Jaipur at 
Belmont Park. Alan Garcia retains the 
mount.

Silver Timber hasn’t been to the 
winner’s circle in a year but holds a 
2-for-3 lifetime mark at the Spa; Kent 
Desormeaux takes the call. 

Tom Bush sends out Posted, who has 
steadily improved on turf and comes off 
his best grass effort where he lost by a 
neck at Belmont going 6 furlongs. The 
son of Gone West shortens up, but Bush 
likes this spot and is high on the gelding

“He’s nice, a big and heavy horse. I 
was delighted when I saw this race,” he 
said. “The race fits perfectly. He’s bred 
to like the mud, but we’d like to keep 
him on the turf.”

Edgar Prado will be aboard. Bush 
also comes equipped with Gold And 
Roses, a three-time Saratoga state-bred 
stakes winner, should the race move to 
the dirt.

Rounding out the field are Metro 
Meteor, Can’t Refuse, Allaboutmack, 
Redefined, Victorious Affair, and Johnie 
Bye Night. Gold And Roses and Stormin 
Normandy are entered main-track-only.

Dave Harmon
Ahvee’s Destiny (right) tries to duplicate this 2007 score in today’s High Rock Spring.

Stay Dry
Weather threatens turf sprint field

by john panagot
HIgH ROCk SpRINg pRevIeW

Wednesday, July 23
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❖ Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy
❖ Solarium Therapy

❖ European Free Walker
❖ Shock Wave Therapy

❖ Magnetic Therapies
Aqua Tred ❖ Acupuncture

❖ Therapeutic Shoeing

State-of-the-art facility houses the latest in 
technological equipment designed to promote 
a safe, healthy and rapid advancement for 
horses recovering from injury, making a return 
to training, or a variety of physical therapy 
options. Your horses will enjoy our Tapeta riding 
surface at Fair Hill.

Contact Bruce Jackson
610-496-5080
Phone 410-620-2175 
Fax 410-620-2176
720 Training Center Drive
Elkton, Maryland 21921

Call Today! Make an appointment to take advantage of effective,  affordable 
and professional services for your equine athlete.

Best of Both Worlds
Training and therapy, all in one place...at Fair Hill.
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Wednesday, July 23. Post Time 1 p.m. Entries with program number, 
post position, jockey, trainer, and morning-line odds.

1ST (1:00) 1 mILE. TURf. 3&UP. STR ALLOW. PURSE $66,000.
1  4 Millennium Jet ...........Sanchez J ............. Barbara Robert ........7-2
1A MTO Coach Butts ...............No rider ................ Barbara Robert ........7-2
2  1 Stormy Mirage ..........Dominguez R A .... Iwinski Allen ............4-1
3  2 Baystreet Bully ..........Samyn J L ............ Jolley Leroy ...........15-1
4  3 Romp (ARG) .............Prado E S ............. Brown Bruce .........15-1
5  5 Love Everybody .........Maragh R ............. Contessa Gary .......20-1
6  6 Dancing Tin Man .......Velasquez C .......... Donk David ..............3-1
7  7 Fijonnes .....................Velazquez J R ....... Hennig Mark ............5-1
8  8 Star Player .................Coa E M ............... Brown Chad.............8-1
9  9 Hedge Fund ...............Rodriguez R R ...... Persaud Randi .......30-1
10  10 The Shaughraun ........Garcia Alan ........... Lalman Dennis ........8-1
11  MTO Saint Barr ..................Maragh R ............. Dutrow Jr Richard ...7-2
A-Coupled: Millennium Jet and Coach Butts

Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 (1-3), Daily Double

2ND (1:33) 5 1/2 fURLONGS. 2YO. mSW. PURSE $62,000.
1  4 Pious David ...............Desormeaux K J ... Mott Bill...................3-1
1A 6 Zensational ................Desormeaux K J ... Mott Bill...................3-1
2  1 Cognito......................Bridgmohan S X ... Asmussen Steve ......2-1
3  2 Prince Teton ..............Albarado R J ........ Romans Dale .........10-1
4  3 Flying Private .............Leparoux J R ........ Lukas Wayne ...........8-1
5  5 Gone Astray ...............Garcia Alan ........... McGaughey Shug ....8-1
6  7 Forest Lord ................Velazquez J R ....... Werner Ronny .........8-1
7  8 Brave Victory .............Prado E S ............. Zito Nick ..................5-1
8  9 In Speight of It ..........Maragh R ............. Ritvo Tim ...............15-1
A-Coupled: Pious David and Zensational

Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pick 3 (2-4), Pick 4 (2-5), Daily Double

3RD (2:06) 6 fURLONGS. 3&UP. ALW/OPT CLm 75,000. PURSE $67,000.
1  1 Accredit .....................Garcia Alan ........... McLaughlin Kiaran ..8-5
2  2 Connecticut Yankee ...Dominguez R A .... Jerkens James ........5-1
3  3 Icetate .......................Bridgmohan S X ... Asmussen Steve ......4-1
4  4 Golden Age ................Sanchez J ............. Terranova II John ....6-1
5  5 Api Mohkat ................Velasquez C .......... Badgett Billy ..........15-1
6  6 Bordeaux Bandit ........Leparoux J R ........ Zito Nick ................12-1
7  7 Handsome Reward ....Coa E M ............... Contessa Gary .........5-1

Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 (3-5), Daily Double

4TH (2:39) 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. 3&UP. mSW. PURSE $57,000.
1  3 Pegasian ....................Prado E S ............. Serpe Phil ................4-1
1A MTO Theartofcompromise .Garcia Alan ........... Serpe Phil ................4-1
2  4 Little Farmer ..............Coa E M ............... O’Brien Leo ...........20-1
2B 9 Athleague Ros ...........Panici L ................ O’Brien Leo ...........20-1
3  1 Cops Fever ................Luzzi M J .............. Jackson Bruce .........3-1
4  2 Strategic Vission .......Velasquez C .......... Day Jimmy ..............8-1
5  5 Bonaventure Dreams .Samyn J L ............ Gyarmati Leah .......30-1
6  6 Miracle Causeway .....Carr D .................. Baker Charlton .......15-1
7  7 Fra Lippo ...................Garcia Alan ........... Clement Christophe ..5-1
8  8 Burnished Copper .....Dominguez R A .... Motion Graham .......9-2
9  10 Smarteralex ...............Morales S ............. Cedano Heriberto ..30-1
10  11 Alpha Dancer .............Velazquez J R ....... Donk David ..............6-1
11  MTO Slick Wheelie .............Dominguez R A .... Domino Carl ..........15-1
A-Coupled: Pegasian and Theartofcompromise
B-Coupled: Little Farmer and Athleague Ros

Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pick 3 (4-6), Daily Double

5TH (3:13) 5 fURLONGS. 2YO. NY BRED. mSW. PURSE $56,000.
1  1 Fiddlers Afleet ...........Desormeaux K J ... Bush Thomas ..........5-2
2  2 Lookin At Her ............Velasquez C .......... Hernandez Mike .......9-2
3  3 Dancin’ Deacon .........Velazquez J R ....... Serpe Phil ..............10-1
4  4 A Flying Jet ................Rohena J M .......... Mastin Kathleen .....30-1
5  5 Storm Hope ...............Garcia Alan ........... Tagg Barclay ............8-1
6  6 Scooty the Pro ..........Castellano J J ....... Schwartz Scott ......15-1
7  7 Vinnie Van Go ............Sanchez J ............. Contessa Gary .........7-2
8  8 Teapot Dome .............Hill C .................... Hushion Michael .....6-1
9  9 Pazzesco ...................Luzzi M J .............. Carroll II Del ..........15-1
10  10 Wiseacre ...................Coa E M ............... Albertrani Thomas .12-1
11  AE Pegasus Tommy D. ...Garcia Alan ........... O’Brien Leo ...........12-1
12  AE Stay Alittle While .......Espinoza J L ......... Feron Kathleen ......15-1

Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pick 3 (5-7), Pick 6 (5-10)  Daily Double

6TH (3:47) 5 1/2 fURLONGS. TURf. 3&UP. ALLOW. PURSE $67,000.
1  8 Bear Heart .................Garcia Alan ........... Weaver George ......12-1
1A MTO New Member .............Castellano J J ....... Weaver George ......12-1
2  1 Big Train ....................Hill C .................... Serpe Phil ................6-1
3  2 Sarto .........................Leparoux J R ........ Zito Nick ................15-1
4  3 Good Card .................Dominguez R A .... Kelly Pat ................15-1
5  4 Of All Times ...............Coa E M ............... Levine Bruce ...........3-1
6  5 Crowned General .......Albarado R J ........ Romans Dale .........10-1
7  6 Bedford Arch .............Prado E S ............. Clement Christophe ..4-1
8  7 Marq of Love .............Castellano J J ....... Jacobson David .......7-2
9  9 Jazz Nation ................Desormeaux K J ... Asmussen Steve ......6-1
A-Coupled: Bear Heart and New Member

Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 (6-8), Grand Slam (6-9), Daily Double

7TH (4:21) 1 1/16 mILES. TURf. 3&UP. NY BRED. ALW/OPT CLm 30,000. 
PURSE $64,000.
1  2 Oedipus O’Neal ..........Dominguez R A .... Contessa Gary .........6-1
1A MTO Successful Affair .......No rider ................ Contessa Gary .........6-1
2  8 Logic Way .................Prado E S ............. Dutrow Jr Richard ...3-1
2B MTO Building New Era .......No rider ................ Dutrow Jr Richard ...3-1
3  12 Continental Reins ......Luzzi M J .............. Jerkens James ......15-1
3X MTO Lee Stewart ...............No rider ................ Jerkens James ......15-1
4  1 Bethpage Black ..........Velazquez J R ....... Gyarmati Leah .......12-1
5  3 Typhoon Tycoon ........Albarado R J ........ Fisher Linda ...........20-1
6  4 North Country ...........Desormeaux K J ... Hertler John ............6-1
7  5 Admiral Bird ..............Garcia Alan ........... Clement Christophe ..4-1
8  6 Thunder Minister .......Sanchez J ............. O’Brien Leo ...........15-1
9  7 Akebono ....................Hill C .................... Hushion Michael .....6-1
10  9 Chief Tashmo ............Espinoza J L ......... Maver Jr Eduardo ..50-1
11  10 Zip to the City ............Coa E M ............... Arroyo Enrique ......15-1
12  11 Senor Musician .........Maragh R ............. Ritvo Timothy ........15-1
13  MTO Optimistic Steve ........Coa E M ............... Friedman Mitchell ....6-1
A-Coupled: Oedipus O’Neal and Successful Affair
B-Coupled: Logic Way and Building New Era
C-Coupled: Continental Reins and Lee Stewart

Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 (7-9), Pick 4 (7-10), Daily Double

8TH (4:55) THE HIGH ROCK SPRING. 5 1/2 fURLONGS. TURf. 3&UP. 
NY BRED. PURSE $80,000.
1  1 Metro Meteor ............Coa E M ............... Baker Charlton .........8-1
2  2 Can’t Refuse ..............Samyn J L ............ Persaud Randi .......20-1
3  3 Allaboutmack ............Chavez J F ............ Lostritto Joseph ....50-1
4  4 Mohegan Sky ............Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda ...............5-2
5  5 Redefined ..................Velasquez C .......... Dutrow Anthony ......3-1
6  6 Victorious Affair ........Castellano J J ....... Kelly Pat ................15-1
7  7 Ahvee’s Destiny .........Velazquez J R ....... Rice Linda ...............6-1
8  8 Johnie Bye Night .......Carr D .................. Baker Charlton .......15-1
9  9 Silver Timber .............Desormeaux K J ... Rice Linda ...............6-1
10  10 Posted .......................Prado E S ............. Bush Thomas ..........6-1
11  MTO Gold and Roses .........Carr D .................. Bush Thomas ..........7-2
12  MTO Stormin Normandy ....Velasquez C .......... Dutrow Richard .......8-5

Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 (8-10), Daily Double

9TH (5:30) THE SCHUYLERVILLE (GR. III). 6 fURLONGS. fILLIES. 2YO. 
PURSE $100,000.
1  1 Ocean Colors .............Bridgmohan S X ... Asmussen Steve ......5-2
2  2 Mani Bhavan .............Velazquez J R ....... Klesaris Steve ..........5-1
3  3 Collegiate ..................Prado E S ............. Hennig Mark ............7-2
4  4 Renda ........................Castellano J J ....... Arias Juan .............15-1
5  5 Chartreux ..................Hill C .................... Hushion Michael ...15-1
6  6 Ouchy Night ..............Desormeaux K J ... Bush Thomas ........15-1
7  7 Mine All Mine ............Trujillo E ............... Ward Wesley ......... 15-1
8  8 Boom Town Sally.......Coa E M ............... Breen Kelly .............. 8-1
9  9 Cameron Crazies .......Leparoux J R ........ Lukas Wayne ......... 15-1
10  10 Girlfrienontheside ......Velasquez C .......... Dutrow Anthony .... 15-1
11  11 Jardin ........................Albarado R J ........ Asmussen Steve .... 12-1

Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double

10TH (5:55) 6 fURLONGS. 3&UP. CLm 20,000. PURSE $35,000.
1  3 Rumspringa ..............Coa E M ............... Levine Bruce ...........4-1
1A 6 Golden Man ...............Migliore R ............ Levine Bruce ...........4-1
2  9 Acclimate ..................Castellano J J ....... Contessa Gary .........5-1
2B 11 Debating ....................Castellano J J ....... Contessa Gary .........5-1
3  1 Romanscoliseum ......Sanchez J ............. Iadisernia G ...........30-1
4  2 Fregata ......................Luzzi M J .............. Barker Edward .......10-1
5  4 Red Hot Dawn ...........Chavez J F ............ Arroyo Enrique ......12-1
6  5 Farno .........................Garcia Alan ........... Bond James ..........15-1
7  7 R Fast Favorite ..........Maragh R ............. Schosberg Rick .......6-1
8  8 Spooky Mulder ..........Dominguez R A .... Jacobson David .......3-1
9  10 Drums of Thunder .....Leparoux J R ........ Brown Chad...........15-1
10  12 Introspect ..................Velazquez J R ....... Gullo Gary .............15-1
11  13 Steelix .......................Cardoso D ............ Ziadie Kirk .............12-1
12  14 Sonny Pajamas .........Morales S ............. Callejas Bernardo ..20-1
A-Coupled: Rumspringa and Golden Man
B-Coupled: Acclimate and Debating

Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta

Sallee Horse Vans
1-800-967-VANS 

(772) 260-2586
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beverly’s
47 Phila Street

Saratoga Springs
583-2755

“Saratoga’s breakfast place 
to be since 1989”

Your Source For
The Best Of
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SARATOGA SIGNATURE
I N T E R I O R S

Distinctive Home Furnishings 
and Interior Design

We Ship

Chicken Wings (Bone and Boneless)
& St. Louis Style Ribs

WE DELIVER
518-584-8200

Order Online @ 
www.wingsoversaratoga.com

105 West Avenue • Saratoga Springs
Accept Skidmore ID & major credit cards
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we are closer to you!

Weekly Specials
Subs & Sandwiches

Hot & Fresh Food To Go
Delicious Coffee

Ice Cream & Snacks
Groceries

Fresh Milk & Dairy Products
Gas & ATM

16x20
$600

Custom STAINED GLASS

BeresfordGallery.com
Serious Sporting Art

OPENING FRIDAY JULY 25th
July 25 – August •Open 9am-7pm daily

145 Union Ave, Saratoga • 518-583-4523
28 years in Saratoga

Plus:

www.frsmithandsonsmarina.com
Boat Rentals & Ship Store! 
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Chips • Ice • Ice Cream

& More!
DAILY 8 AM - 6 PM

SAGAMORE RD., BOLTON LANDING
644-5181

like The special? 

support our advertisers.

Or become one.
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RACE 1: Season 140 opens at the Spa with rain in the forecast, so 
turf choices will be followed by main-tracks picks. The card kicks 
off with a tough starter-allowance on the lawn going a flat-mile; 
we’ll take STORMY MIRAGE, who should save all the ground from 
his cozy rail post. Ramon Dominguez is in the irons; he’s as good 
as it gets and he’s a name to remember this summer. FIJONNES 
defeated a soft group of maiden claimers in his last start, but it’s 
worth noting that was his turf debut, and marked a major improve-
ment from his dirt form; there’s very little speed signed on, so he 
could get brave if allowed to set soft splits early. DANCING TIN 
MAN could go favored, and you can do worse than taking a horse 
who’s won five times, but his lack of speed may be his undoing. 
Main-track-only (MTO): Coach Butts, Star Player, Hedge Fund.

RACE 2: The first 2-year-old maiden race of the meet usually 
brings together some of the best youngsters on the grounds, so 
take note of the winner. BRAVE VICTORY goes out for Nick Zito 
and Bob Lapenta, who sent out War Pass to a debut win open-
ing week last year. Lion Heart’s offspring have come out running 
and this guy fetched 10 times his sire’s stud fee. Any tote action 
seals the deal. Bill Mott won last year’s training title in large part 
to his success with babies for Zayat Stable, and he looks to have 
a solid entry here of PIOUS DAVID and ZENSATIONAL. With Kent 
Desormeaux named on both only one will start, but either looks 
more than capable. COGNITO was a sales topper earlier this year 
at Keeneland, and is a half to Cool Coal Man, so he should make 
his presence felt at false odds.

RACE 3: GOLDEN AGE looks to have a bright future and this 4-year-
old is ideally drawn outside three fleet 3-year-olds. Cuts back to 
6 furlongs, a distance where he ran second in his speedy debut, 
and got the bounce out of the way while breaking his maiden last 
out, always a good sign. ACCREDIT a deserving favorite but will be 
hard-pressed from the rail with other speed; expected short price 
makes it worth trying to beat these expert connections. HAND-
SOME REWARD hasn’t tried 6 furlongs since January, but his two 
lifetime wins have come at the distance.

RACE 4: COPS FEVER, the day’s best bet, rates as the controlling 
speed from the rail and should have no trouble wiring a less-than-
stellar field. Nailed late last time while well clear of the rest and if 
he runs back to that effort he’s long gone. PEGASIAN was checked 
hard at the eighth-pole in his turf debut, but still was beaten just 2 

1/2 lengths in a much-improved effort from his dirt debut; the one 
to fear if the favorite falters. BURNISHED COPPER goes out for the 
MidAtlantic duo of Graham Motion and Dominguez, but has come 
up wanting in the stretch in his last five starts. MTO: Theartofcom-
promise, Slick Wheelie, Athleague Ros. 

RACE 5: TEAPOT DOME looks well-meant for his debut based on 
his quick gate drill downstate on July 13. Draws a solid attack post 
in this freshman dash and should come out running. FIDDLERS 
AFLEET is a logical choice to complete the exacta based on his un-
veiling at Belmont Park, where he set a quick pace before yielding 
grudgingly late; legit gate-to-wire threat. WISEACRE lures Eibar 
Coa, winner of the Belmont jockey title; that’s worth noting in this 
spot, as he probably had options.

RACE 6: These 5 1/2-furlong turf sprints have become all the rage 
at the Spa over the last few years but that doesn’t make them eas-
ier to handicap. This one looks absolutely loaded with early speed, 
so bounce not withstanding, I’ll make MARQ OF LOVE the tepid 
pick. If he runs anything close to his last he’ll win easily, but I’m 
leery of a regression and wouldn’t want a short price. BEDFORD 
ARCH wired maidens downstate but has shown in the past he can 
stalk; he’ll need to today. OF ALL TIMES did some good work over 
the Spa grass a few years back and has a new-found lease on life 
since Bruce Levine claimed him in March. MTO: New Member, 
Good Card, Crowned General.

RACE 7: LOGIC WAY ran a couple of winning races here last year 
when trained by Keith O’Brien and has moved up this season under 
Rick Dutrow’s care. He meets no world-beaters and looks poised 
to score at a short price. NORTH COUNTRY is lightly raced and 
improving, and that’s a solid angle to work with in a field where 
we know what everyone else can do. ADMIRAL BIRD got the job 
done last time only to be disqualified, but faces a much tougher 
assignment and won’t get the pace he needs today. MTO: Building 
New Era, Successful Affair, Optimistic Steve.

RACE 8: A turf sprint for New York-breds? Hello Linda Rice. She 
saddles three of the 10 runners, and all have a chance. MOHEGAN 
SKY tested open-company males in the Grade III Jaipur last out 
and was beaten only a half-length by the talented First Defence. 
Versatile mare is as tough as they come and beat boys three-back. 
REDEFINED could go favored and rates a long look based on his 

two efforts downstate, though he has struggled here in the past. 
METRO METEOR should be flying late and could get set up from 
an expected rapid pace. MTO: Stormin Normandy, Gold And Ros-
es, Johnie Bye Night.
 
RACE 9: Who doesn’t want the lead in the Schuylerville? A white-
hot pace is on tap, and with the majority of these 11 gals testing 
6 furlongs for the first time a meltdown is entirely possible. With 
that in mind let’s try to spring the upset with CHARTREUX, who 
had every right to lose at Belmont after breaking last and running 
six-wide and greenly throughout. Instead, this daughter of Tale 
Of The Cat got the job done by a neck over a next-out winner. 
She has to improve several lengths off that trip, but there’s plenty 
of talent here and she’ll be an awfully nice number. COLLEGIATE 
was simply awesome winning her debut in fast time at Belmont 
and has the benefit of drawing outside of a couple of fast fillies; 
would be no surprise. OCEAN COLORS is out of Winning Colors, 
and was a flashy debut winner at Churchill Downs. The rail could 
be her undoing today, as she must break alertly and then fend off 
multiple challenges.
 
RACE 10: Another race loaded with speed, so if they hit a wall late 
DRUMS OF THUNDER should benefit. His dropping way down the 
ladder and cutting back in distance are worrisome, but owner Ken 
Ramsey loves to win races at Saratoga. Anyone who isn’t rooting 
for SPOOKY MULDER just isn’t a racing fan. Classy veteran has 
been through many a war in his 81-race career, and has shown an 
affinity for the track in the past. STEELIX could get away on the 
board for under-the-radar connections and has a big shot.

– Brian Nadeau

  wednesday’s dEtailEd analysis

Sallee Horse Vans
1-800-967-VANS 

(772) 260-2586
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Muscle Fortifier™

Complete Muscular System Support
Exclusive formula for horses with high performance 
demands. Muscle Fortifier™ supports:
  - Rapid Muscle Recovery
  - Normal Lactic Acid Levels
  - Proper Ionic Balance and Body Fluid Levels
  - Proper Muscle Contraction

New 

Finally, A Comprehensive Approach to Muscle Health

Vita Flex Nutrition
1302-B Lew Ross Road, Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501
For more information, product details and study results, call 1-800-848-2359 or visit our web site at vita-flex.com.
©2008 VitaFlex Nutrition      08-0112



20 Wednesday, July 23, 2008

Every Wednesday through Saturday morning at 
Bunbury’s Pub in the Saratoga Back Yard 

First post approximately 9:00 AM  ~  Afternoon cards begin from 12:30 PM 
 

Don’t miss these highlights of the Summer Season 

 GGlloorriioouuss  GGooooddwwoooodd
July 30 - August 2 featuring the Gr1 Nassau, Gr1 Sussex and ten major stakes 

 

  SS aa ll ii ss bb uu rr yy   SS pp ll ee nn dd oo rr   SS uu mm mm ee rr   FF ee ss tt ii vv aa ll   

August 13 - August 14 featuring the Gr3 Sovereign Stakes 
 

  YYoorrkk  EEbboorr  FFeessttiivvaall  
August 20 - August 22 featuring the Gr1 Yorkshire Oaks, 
Gr1 Nunthorpe and eight top class stakes 

 

 SSaannddoowwnn  PPaarrkk  
August 29 - August 30 featuring the Gr3 Solario Stakes plus plenty of 
early action leading into Sunset Friday 

BBeett oonn tthhee BBeesstt   
ooff  BBrriittiisshh   RRaacciinngg   
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Some comedian does a whole bit on getting rid of a 
problem. The idea centers on simply getting a bigger 
problem, which takes over what you previously con-
sidered a problem. Spill hot coffee in your lap while 
driving? That’s a problem. Swerve into oncoming traf-
fic while trying not to scald yourself? That’s a bigger 
problem. But the coffee is no longer the problem.

So far at Saratoga 2008, we have starred in that 
routine. 

The problem began – as usual this time of year – 
with trying to begin a six-week newspaper five hours 
from home. Pack the car, drive north, move into the 
apartment, pray the computers ship well and adapt to 
their new home. We’ve done that drill for eight years 
now and it’s more of a hassle than a problem. Until 
we did the math and came up with a potential occu-
pancy of 12 people (only some of them related) in six 
bedrooms in three apartments. Shopping for another 
rental became a problem, though we had some time 
with only six people in town at the moment. 

I pack my Saratoga clothes in an Itech hockey 
equipment bag – it’s big, durable, totally portable. 
Upon arriving in Saratoga Sunday, I dropped the bag 
on the floor of the bedroom I chose in our basement 
apartment, unzipped, took out a few articles of cloth-
ing, got dressed and headed to the Open House. After 
the races and a lovely evening function – thank you, 
Ed Swyer – my brother, my son and I returned to the 
apartments and what was supposed to be a decent 
night’s sleep.

We were joking about the living situation. “It’s a 
problem, yeah, we’re going to need one more place.” 
“This isn’t quite going to work, blah, blah, blah.” “It 
will all turn out fine.” “Um, what the hell is that?”

In the corner of my room sat a pile of rubble, under 
which peeked out my hockey bag full of clothes. 

Definitely a bigger problem. 
Sopping wet insulation, drywall, asbestos (per-

haps), muck, all that, fell from the ceiling into my bag 
– which I of course left unzipped. Somewhere under 
the gook was every article of clothing I brought with 
me – well everything except the hanging stuff, one pair 
of shorts, a T-shirt and a pair of boxers. The rest, ru-
ined, at least until I could do some laundry. 

Next problem. Get laundry detergent and quarters. 
Done. So here I sit, waiting for the cycle to end so I can 
put more quarters in the machine. 

I hope there are no more problems. What? Only 
one dryer works? This is going to take a while. And 
was that a giant ant that just crawled over my foot? 

Seemingly minor in all of this were the usual details 
– office space, Internet service, ad sales, actually wor-
rying about the nitty gritty of a publishing venture five 
hours from home. As of Tuesday morning, The Special 
had no electricity in one apartment, no Internet in the 
office, no landline telephones anywhere, a somewhat 
haphazard distribution plan, no groceries in anywhere. 
I wrote this sentence with oh, 15 hours to go until the 

pages had to be at the printer. Of course, I have no 
idea how the pages are going to get to the printer.

What was the problem again?

Postscripts: Bless you, Tom Gallo and Margaret 
Beaton of Parting Glass Racing, for allowing us to use 
your Internet connection . . . Staff writer Karen John-
son also gets credit for going above and beyond the 
call of duty – her Internet works and she lives a block 
away.

What’s your problem?
  THe OuTSIDe RaIl

By Joe clancy

my clothes are under there somewhere.

spoil yourself beautiful

Massage * Facials * Manicure * Pedicure * Spray Tanning * Skin Rejuvenation * Waxing * Cellulite Reduction
Eyelash Extensions * Make-up * Laser Hair Removal * BOTOX * Restylane * Juvederm * Radiesse

For a full menu of our medical and traditional spa services, please visit our web site at: www.sanctuarysaratoga.com

72 Railroad Place Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 • 518.587.5219
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The Special’s Karen Johnson spoke with six-time leading Saratoga trainer Todd Pletcher.

You’re inducted into the Hall of fame – who’s presenting the plaque to you? Why? Dr. (Robert) 
Copelan. Just because he is a tremendous professional and human being. He has always been a great 
advisor to me.

You’re down to your last $2 – do you bet it on Sheppard in the steeplechase or Pletcher in the 
2-year-old stakes? The 2-year-old stakes. I’ll have to get back to you on (the horse).

You steal the Travers canoe . . . where are you hiding it? Saratoga Lake.

You’re driving from Belmont Park to Saratoga, who do you want in the car with you? No one.

Who’s the one horse that got away? Johannesburg. We looked at him six times at the sale and 
decided to pass because we thought he was too long in the pasterns. He fell in our (price) range too. 
Of course, we regretted not buying him, but then we did buy Scat Daddy (a son of Johannesburg), 
so that worked out. (Pletcher was looking at Johannesburg for owner Jim Scatuorchio – who pur-
chased 2007 Florida Derby winner Scat Daddy, also the winner of the Sanford and Champagne as a 
2-year-old).

What was your first job? Hotwalker for my father.

What is your worst habit? Chewing on straws.

What is your earliest racing memory? My most significant memory was in 1975 when my father 
trained a very good horse, Chick’s Deck. He won the first leg of the Quarter Horse Triple Crown. (The 
race was the Kansas Futurity, which is now known as the Ruidoso Futurity.)

Coke or Pepsi? Pepsi.

Who’s your favorite horse (preferably one you’re not connected to)? When I was a kid it was Ruf-
fian. She was brilliant and destroyed everyone.

What did your mom want you to be when you grew up? My parents never pressured me, and were 
always supportive. 

Yankees, mets, or Red Sox? Yankees.

If you could have any other job in the world, what would it be? Something in sports. A coach or 
maybe a sportscaster.

Obama or mcCain? McCain.

You’re a contestant on American Idol, what song would you sing? I would be like (Willy Hung) sing-
ing “She Bang.” I don’t think we have to worry about that happening.

Tod Marks
Trainer Todd Pletcher would take the Travers Canoe to Saratoga Lake – and then drink a Pepsi.

Talking to Todd

  The special: QuEstions & answErs

Crupi’s
New Castle Farm

Breaking and Training
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“Indian Chief ” 
Richard Stone Reeves

BeresfordGallery.com
Serious Sporting Art

OPENING FRIDAY JULY 25th
July 25 – August •Open 9am-7pm daily

145 Union Ave, Saratoga • 518-583-4523
28 years in Saratoga

A Guaranteed Trifecta...
Pick Your Winner!

1

3

LOON LAKE
With 270’ waterfront, this 6700 SF 
custom designed log masterpiece is 
decorated in Adirondack elegance. 
7 bedrooms, 6 baths, private guest suite. 
Media room, wine cellar, two fireplaces, 
and all the amenities you desire. 
Offered totally furnished inside and out, 
including boats and snowmobiles.

NORTHWEST BAY, 
BOLTON LANDING

One-of-a-kind 160’ sandy lakefront
4400 SF magnificent contemporary.

5 Bedrooms, 4 baths. Two Adirondack 
stone fireplaces. Private Adirondack 
guest suite. Phenomenal views from 

every room. Magical setting with 
babbling brook. Dock and sandy beach.

4613 Lakeshore Drive, Bolton Landing, NY 12814 
Linda Case, Lic. Real Estate Sales Associate

Linda Gatewood, Lic. Real Estate Associate Broker
518-644-2243 www.CBKGR.com

LAKE GEORGE
Lakefront log, masterfully designed.
48’ dock, 200’ sandy beach, 3700 SF of 
luxurious living. Expansive decks with 
custom cedar twig railings, 16’ native 
stone firepit, new birch and granite 
kitchen, cozy screened porch, first floor 
master suite. 3+ bedrooms, 4 baths.

2

KING GEORGE REALTYEach office independently owned and operated. Information is not guaranteed.

We never stop moving.SM

There were a couple of “good mornings” on Monday 
morning. A few, “Hey, how’ve you beens,” and even 
one “this is what you do all morning, stand around?”

As the tour went from the Annex (where we did the 
standing around), to Oklahoma, through Horse Haven, 
around Clare Court and down Nelson Avenue – with 
help from Richard DePass’ golf cart – there were a few 
good-natured jabs but mostly the one line that stuns my 
typing hands.

“Got the first paper written?”
Written?
We don’t know who we’re writing about, where 

we’re writing it from and who’s doing the writing – we 
certainly don’t have it written two days before deadline. 
We do better with 24 hours to put a paper together 
than 10 1/2 months. So, as always, the first one melts 
out of the gate, a little like Evening Attire – you know 
things will be fine, though it might take a while to get 
going. Of course, the 10-year-old veteran just won the 
$250,000 “Win and You’re In” Greenwood Cup at 
Philadelphia Park Saturday. We’re hoping we can get 
it together and bang it out for another year like the old 
soldier. Win and we’re in (the black).

For now, we’re dead in the red. Every year, it’s like 
this; the only guaranteed number is the print bill. We’re 
more worried about hooking up the Internet, getting 
the computers to talk to each other, figuring out where 
everybody’s sleeping and setting up folding tables than 
the actual editorial content. Well, not more worried, 
just more pressed about the former than the latter be-
cause you can’t do the latter without the former. 

We’re no different than the rest of the traveling gypsy 
show that puts on Saratoga. Trainers order stone dust, 
agents wait for their golf carts, valets open their tack 
trunks and start hanging girths on pegs, owners look 
for the credential office and everybody tepidly opens 
the doors to their rentals and hopes for clean and safe. 

It’s like making gazpacho. The vegetables are spread 
all over the counter, all that remains is the chopping and 
the mixing.

Get the blender, er, food processor.
Joe and I are back for our eighth year of publishing 

(writing, editing, selling, distributing and fighting over) 
The Saratoga Special. Brothers, we’re stuck with each 
other. There is no way out for us. We’ve gradually re-
cruited Joe’s kids to become valuable cogs in this crazy 
wheel. Ryan, 15, graduated from menial task division 
to head of distribution. With brother Jack, 12, he’ll be 
handing out papers like he’s the Giving Tree. Jack near-
ly sliced off his finger at summer camp – he’s banned 
from opening the paper bundles with a pen knife – and 
he was more worried about missing Saratoga than the 
tip of his finger. Nolan, 7, has worked his way up the 
menial-task hierarchy and should become a revenue 
source this year, at least, a source for comic relief. As 
for our wives, Sam and Annie, well, they’ll be holding 
down the flaps of the tent and wondering how they got 
into this madness.

After the family, it’s a full field in the office.
Jamie Santo and Brian Nadeau have become veter-

ans of The Special. Santo has signed up for another year 
of taking the indecipherable and making it readable, of 

shepherding another wannabe writer, of surviving six 
weeks on cold Chef Boyardee out of the can (his choice). 
Nadeau used to sell mortgages or something and before 
that industry imploded, jumped to another slippery fish 
– Thoroughbred racing. He’s the resident handicapper, 
so blame him when your horse goes unfancied. 

Karen Johnson returns for her second year at The 
Special. Owner of the stakes-winning Rewrite, her copy 
rarely needs the same. She came to The Special from the 
court room (no, she’s not an ex-con, she worked as a 
court stenographer) and the Daily Racing Form. 

John Panagot follows in the giant footsteps of past 
Special proteges. Quint Kessenich went from hustling 
stories for The Special to ESPN, Travis Stone jumped 
from this paper to the announcer’s booth at Louisiana 
Downs . . . Panagot wants to be a jock’s agent. Yeah, 
he’s 23, and wants to be an agent. As my brother said 
(with complete respect), “I didn’t think anybody want-
ed to be an agent, they just became agents.” The first 
slumping jockey at Saratoga might be calling John.

Tod Marks and Dave Harmon form the daily double 
of photographers. Yin-and-Yang of the lens, these guys 
provide the images. Marks, whose day job is at Con-
sumer Reports, might show up on your television set 
talking toaster warranties; Harmon, Mr. Memorabilia, 
might greet you from his bar, The Stadium Cafe, talking 
about the seats he has from the old Maple Leaf Gar-
dens. Either way, they’re the vision behind the visions.

There will be others, helping and hustling for the six 
weeks. You might come across Barry Watson, Connie 
Bush (no relation to Tom or George), Laura Pepper, 
Pete Fornatale, Barbara Livingston, Emma Brockway, 
Jane Motion, Carl Hott and anybody else looking for 
a summer gig.

In honor of the great Evel Knievel, who died in the 
off-season, we stand at the edge of the Snake River 
Canyon. Now, floor it.

Just minutes to post. . .
  Cup OF COFFee

By sean clancy
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Holy Bull - Primal Force, by Blushing Groom (FR)

Eclipse Champion Two-Year-Old, Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Winner

michael burns photo ltd

HARLEM ROCKER
Winner of the $500,000
Prince Of Wales Stakes.
He is now 4 for 5 with 
lifetime earnings of
$445,799.


