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BY JOE CLANCY

In 2020, everything is different. If you start 
there, with those five simple words, then 
you’ll be able to handle all the change this 
year has brought. Or at least process the 

effects of it. The global health and economic 
crisis caused by the coronavirus pandemic has 
hit every aspect of life and Thoroughbred rac-
ing is no different.

Consider a wildly different Triple Crown 
schedule, shuttered tracks, spectatorless rac-
ing, canceled sales, decreased purses, altered 
racing calendars, backstretch restrictions and 
– yes – even the racing season at historic Sara-
toga Race Course and our newspaper The
Saratoga Special.

This was supposed to be a celebratory 20th 
season for The Special, the newspaper we 
started in 2001. Instead, everything is differ-
ent. The horses will still race. We will still pub-
lish. You will still read. We will still celebrate 
our 20th year. But, like everything else about 
this year, it will be different.

In short, The Saratoga Special for 2020 will 
be:

• Digital only. We’ll post PDF editions on
our website thisishorseracing.com. You can 
read, scroll, print, share, post, enjoy. The elec-
tronic editions can be accessed anywhere you 
have internet via computer, tablet or mobile 
device.

• Twice a week. Like always, our first edition is
Opening Day. This year, that’s Thursday, July 16. 
From there we’ll publish every Wednesday and Sat-
urday through Sept. 9. See the calendar on the next 
page for more details.

• In between, we’ll cover things on the website
with daily handicapping and some of the other con-
tent you’ve grown to love.

• As good as ever. The 2020 Special, an online

publication we launched this spring as practice, a 
test and a promotional tool. Its impact can be seen 
in our increased website traffic and growing list of 
email subscribers.

The change of 2020 typically spurs one question; 
Why? For us, it’s relatively simple. Saratoga’s racing 
season will prohibit fans and limit other access this 
year. We count on those fans and that access for 
distribution and editorial coverage. Without them, 
publishing 34 editions over the course of eight 
weeks – an attraction appreciated by advertisers 

and readers alike – becomes problematic. Few-
er publications, and more time between them, 
will help our production efforts and keep read-
ers engaged. 

From a pure economic standpoint, we know 
how many businesses are struggling and we 
have already seen many in racing trim budgets. 
Saratoga comes with expenses for our compa-
ny – printing, staffing, renting office/housing, 
and so on. Though we have loyal, dedicated 
advertisers and generous support, the poten-
tial for decreased revenue forces us to think 
differently. 

The 17 editions we have planned for Sara-
toga are half what we did in 2019, but they 
will be full of what we do best – quality 
content people like to read. This is our fourth 
edition of The 2020 Special this spring/sum-
mer, with one more July 4, and we are confi-
dent we can continue to do racing and Sara-
toga justice with publications we are proud of 
and you will be proud to read.

And, we can always scale up. If conditions 
warrant, we’ll look at restarting the press at 
the Albany Times-Union and getting our – and 
your – hands covered in ink again this sum-
mer. We’d love to see a print edition for Tra-
vers Day Aug. 8. No promises, but it’s a nice 

thought. Sponsorships available, and distribution 
help appreciated.

So now what? Saratoga is still Saratoga. The rac-
ing will be world class. The site will be steeped in 
history. The sunrises will be glorious. Read this pub-
lication, sign up for the email notices, consider join-
ing The Readers Club (more on that later), advertise 
your business, support our advertisers, spread the 
word and come along for the ride.

Just be prepared for different, but the same.

Embrace Change
Everything’s different in 2020, The Special too

https://www.tbmakeover.org/horseswanted
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HONOR  
CODE

A GRADE 1 WINNER, A 
GRADE 1 HORSE, MULTIPLE 
BLACK-TYPE HORSES AND 

IMPRESSIVE MSW WINNERS

IN THE PAST 30 DAYS ALONE

A.P. Indy - Serena’s Cat, by Storm Cat

6/20: Max Player, 3rd Belmont S. (G1) 

6/20: Bama Breeze, 2nd Audubon S. 

6/11: Creed, MSW at Belmont 

6/8: Code Runner, Allowance 

6/6: Honor A. P., Santa Anita Derby (G1) 

5/31: Cavalry Charge, MSW at Churchill Downs 

HONOR A. P. (G1)

MAX PLAYER (G1P)

CREED

$30,000
lanesend.com  |  t: 859.873.7300

https://lanesend.com/honorcode
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BY THE NUMBERS
12: Horses sold from 31 offered during Keeneland’s 
inaugural June Select Horses of Racing Age Sale for a 
total of $829,500 and average of $69,125. Juddmonte’s 
Trapezium, a 3-year-old filly by Hard Spun out of the A.P. 
Indy mare Mesmeric, topped the sale on a $327,000 bid 
from St. Elias Stable. 

67,753,336: Dollars in total handle generated by last 
Saturday’s 12-race Belmont Stakes Day card, including 
$34,088,475 for the opening jewel of the 2020 Triple 
Crown won by Tiz The Law. 

NAMES OF THE DAYBelmont Park

Invest, second race. The 4-year-old gelding is by Super 
Saver.

Stash My Money, fifth race. The 3-year-old gelding is by 
Central Banker out of Safety Net. Sensing a theme here?

Patriot Game, sixth race. Stuart Janney III’s and Phipps 
Stable’s 3-year-old colt – a half-brother to Kentucky Der-
by winner Orb – is by Honor Code out of Lady Liberty.

Newspaperofrecord, 10th race. Klaravich Stable’s 
4-year-old filly is out of Sunday Times.

NAMES OF THE DAYChurchill Downs

Discovered, third race. M 5 Stable’s 5-year-old gelding 
is by Gemologist, out of Gasp. 

Smart Remark, seventh race. Owned by G. Watts Hum-
phrey, Brian Klatsky and Brendan O’Brien, the 5-year-old 
gelding is by First Defence out of Sarcastic.

NAMES OF THE DAYVirginia Gold Cup

Skydiving, fourth race. Hudson River Farm’s 5-year-
old, co-bred with trainer Jonathan Sheppard, is by Jump 
Start.

Twenty Years On, seventh race. Riverdee Stable’s En-
glish import is by Rip Van Winkle. 

Milliner, ninth race. The Fields Stable’s 6-year-old, bred 
by Juddmonte Farm, is by Hat Trick.

POETRY CORNER
TIZ THE LAW

Without any fans
Except a few in the stands
Tiz won the Belmont race

Finishing in a breakneck pace
And trainer, Barclay Tagg

Was more than glad
He jumped over the moon

As Christmas arrived in June
– Peter Finley 

The 2020 Editors/Publishers/Owners
Sean Clancy: (302) 545-7713. sean@thisishorseracing.com Joe Clancy: (302) 545-4424. joe@thisishorseracing.com

Managing Editor: Tom Law: (859) 396-9407. tom@thisishorseracing.com

Writers/Handicappers/Photography/Design: Paul Halloran, Charles Bedard,  
John Shapazian, Rob Whitlock, Nolan Clancy, Tod Marks, The Bell Group.ST Publishing, Inc. 364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F, Elkton, MD 21921.

(410) 392-5867

thisishorseracing.com
2020 publication dates: May 2, May 23, June 20, June 27, July 4.

Look for the 20th season of The Saratoga Special this summer.

The Saratoga Special, thisishorseracing.com, Thoroughbred Racing Calendar, The Best of The Saratoga Special,  
New York Thoroughbred Breeders awards program, Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred and a whole lot more.

Call us about your editorial needs.

here&there...in racing
Presented by Shadwell Farm

Maggie Kimmitt
Hobby Horse. This resident of Mike Stidham’s barn at Fair Hill Training Center didn’t make the Fasig-Tipton Stable 
Tour, but we hear he moves like a tremendous machine. 

Tiz The Law
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WORTH REPEATING
“Cohesive . . . continuity . . . potential . . . synergy . . . unified concerted effort . . . knowledge 
base . . . bandwidth . . . not fragmented . . .”

Zoom call buzz words we could live without 

“Alice Chatham? Who’s Alice Chatham?”
Adrian Rolls, as Royal Ascot commentators  

discussed his Graham Motion co-worker Alice Clapham

“That one is 111-3. You don’t see odds like that very often.”
Royal Ascot watcher, who confused starting prices with race records

“He’s like a politician. He talks to everybody. He says hello to the groom and right on up. We have 
to manage him sometimes, and make sure we get back to the ring, but it’s a team.”

Frankie Wooten, about going to the yearling sales with trainer Al Stall

“Baffert has the Avengers, we have the Three Stooges.”
Stall, on the sales team of himself, Frankie Wooten and Daphne Wooten 

 (they’re doing OK as their purchases include $1.3 million earner Tom’s d’Etat)

“We’ve got stalls and a rental house, which are the foundation for everything else at Saratoga. 
The health and the travel will have to fill itself in.”

Stall, on making summer plans during Covid-19

“It’s definitely surreal.”
Trainer Carlos Martin on running horses 

 in front of empty stands in the midst of the pandemic

“This better be good because this is the longest interview I’ve ever done.”
Trainer Mike Stidham after the Fasig-Tipton Stable Tour 

 call lasted 52 minutes and 17 seconds 

“Oof.”
Ryan Clancy, after receiving an alert for John Prine at Wolf Trap for June 26

“I’m mowing a field. Going around in circles.”
Jack Fisher, when told he had never talked that long on the phone 

“By the way, I am sending Barc four 2-year-olds this year.”
Owner Bonner Young, on sticking with Belmont Stakes-winning trainer Barclay Tagg

New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association

www.nytha.com
516.488.2337  

The Chief
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

“We as an industry are pretty lucky on how things shook out. We really are. 
Some businesses didn’t make it, some are closed, some don’t know when 

they’re going to reopen. Zero point zero complaints on this end.”
Trainer Al Stall, on the effects of the coronavirus pandemic on racing

here&there...in racing
Presented by Shadwell Farm

Tod Marks
Maggie’s Mask. NYRA paddock host Maggie Wolfendale gears up in the paddock 
on Belmont Stakes Day.

“We did our own fox hunts, made trails in the woods. 
We would make believe. My father had a riding academy 
in the state park, there were plenty of woodman trails, we 
would make believe we were hunting. Racehorses loved it. 
Good riders on them, pop them over things. We had fields, 
we would gallop them in the fields, must be real good for 
steeplechasers.”

– Trainer H. Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

Never miss The Special
Sign up for our email list

https://nytha.com/
https://www.brookledge.com/
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“A day in the life…”
That’s how Mike Stidham starts 

off the conversation while checking 
on one of his three venues Thursday 
morning. Stidham and his partner, 
Hilary Pridham, were at Monmouth 
Park, looking over 65 horses with 
assistant Ben Trask. Pick another 
day and they might be overseeing 
their 48 horses at Fair Hill Training 
Center. In a few weeks, they’ll be at 
Keeneland to see assistant TC Stuck-
ey and their 10-horse brigade. After 
that, perhaps, Colonial Downs with 
a projected 20 for the Virginia meet. 

Stidham compiled his best season 
in 2019, winning 109 races for $4.5 
million. It was the third time he had 
notched 100 wins and first time he 
eclipsed the $4 million mark in earn-
ings since beginning his training career in 1979. 
This year, he’s won 43 races for $1.3 million. Those 
numbers will certainly ascend as Monmouth Park, 
Colonial Downs, Saratoga and other lucrative sum-
mer meets get underway. 

In Stidham’s words to The Special’s Sean Clancy, 
“Let’s kick this thing off…” 

Alms: Godolphin homebred won her first four starts, includ-
ing the Grade 3 Matron and Jimmy Durante, before finishing 
fifth in the Tepin Stakes May 23. “She was one of those blink-
ing lights, as soon as she came in, she impressed us. Her tal-
ent was always there, being a City Zip, we went straight to the 
grass, started out sprinting, won the Matron. Off two 6-furlong 
races, we sent her to California to win the Grade 3. Just very 
talented, very athletic, a real light-bodied filly who looks like a 
reindeer, but she is ultra-talented. Her last race coming off a 
gap, she didn’t have the best trip, she’s more a free-running 
filly, she was bottled up, when she got clear she didn’t have 
the same kick. We’re hoping to rebound in the Appalachian at 
Keeneland.” 

Micheline: Three-year-old daughter of Bernardini and Panty 
Raid owns three wins, including the Honey Ryder Stakes in 
her most recent start. The Godolphin homebred is 8-1 in the 
Regret at Churchill Downs Saturday. “She came into us and 
we were told by David Scanlon if you put her in a stall inside 
the barn, she won’t walk the stall, she will run the stall. She 
had been living in a round pen on his farm, leaving her out at 
night. We had to figure that out. Luckily she was at Fair Hill, we 
had two covered outdoor wash racks and we had the carpen-
ter come up and build us a stall. Beautiful stall, rubber siding, 

half-high wall, we put her in there, put the pony on the other 
side, never had a problem, it was a match made in heaven. We 
liked her enough to take her to Saratoga for her first start, we 
don’t venture out like that unless we really like one, she came 
running that day in a tough maiden at Saratoga (and finished 
third). Then came back and broke her maiden in the Sorority 
at Monmouth. She’s been a project but well worth the trouble. 
She went to Tampa with Ben, we had to buy an outdoor stall 
with a roof over it, you can collapse it and travel with it. We had 
to have that stall shipped to Churchill, they were nice enough 
to allow us to put the stall up under a tree on that grassy area 
between the barns. She’s a story. She won the Honey Ryder, 
ran huge, we think the mile-and-an-eighth will definitely help 
her, she’s got a big, huge, pretty stride.”

Pixelate: Godolphin homebred hasn’t finished worse than 
third in nine starts at six tracks, earned a third in the Audubon 
last weekend. “He’s an ultra-consistent horse. Started off at 
Arlington, ran a couple of OK races, when we got him going 
long on the grass, he started picking his head up. We took him 
to New York, he was second in the Awad, came back and won 
the Central Park at Aqueduct. Just a hard-knocking, ultra-con-
sistent horses, the kind you would like to have a barn full of. 
The Kent (at Delaware Park) might come up with a short field, 
there’s a chance we could wheel him back in two weeks. It’s 
not definite.”

Synchrony: The stalwart. Veteran owns nine wins, includ-
ing six graded stakes, from 28 starts for owner/breeder Pin 
Oak Stud. “He’s been the star of the barn for a few years now. 
We’re 40 some thousand away from getting him to be a mil-
lionaire. We don’t have his next race picked out yet but we’re 
searching hard for it. He’s a 7-year-old, this will probably be 
his last year, he’s been a barn favorite since forever. He’s one 

of those horses who could be on the cover 
of The Blood Horse. He’s so beautiful, he’s 
just the biggest, strongest, proudest horse 
you could ever imagine. Donnie Von Hemel 
had him and the only reason he came to us 
is Donnie doesn’t go where there’s turf and 
Clifford (Barry) knew we were at Arlington 
and Fair Grounds, all grass. He had come 
off a layoff where he had gotten horrible 
bone bruising, like so bad, even after three 
months, we couldn’t get him around the 
racetrack, he was sore from the bone bruis-
ing. We told Clifford, the only shot we’ve got 
is to give him the right amount of time to get 
over this, once he got through that, he’s been 
as solid as they come. We’ve never actually 
stopped and sent him to the farm, he’s had 
some breaks, we’ve always kept him in light 
training, we do some Aquatred at Fair Hill, 
gallop him in the fields, just kept him always 
moving and keeping that bone healthy. To 

this day, he’s been really good and very sound, he’s just one of 
those iron horses.”

Established: Maiden makes his graded stakes debut in the 
Ohio Derby Saturday for Twin Creeks Stable and Mt. Brilliant 
Farm. “He was well thought of early, we sprinted him the first 
time, he ran well. When we went the mile with him, he sur-
prised me, he ran a 17 Ragozin sprinting and went straight to 
a 9 in his second start. I thought he would run well at a mile 
but I didn’t think he would make that big of a jump that quick. 
When this whole world turned into this crazy thing that’s going 
on, we just felt like, ‘Hey, why take a horse that just ran a 9 and 
run him in a maiden race?’ That’s how we landed in Ohio. I’ve 
run maidens in stakes but never in a graded stake. He lacks 
the experience as some of the others, it’s stepping out on a 
limb but it’s worth taking a shot, we can always run him in a 
maiden race.” 

Clear As Day: Three-year-old daughter of Sky Mesa has 
won her last two starts at Tampa Bay Downs for Pin Oak. 
“She’s in the Fasig July sale. She took forever, just had little 
niggling problems. Ben has had her most of the time at Tam-
pa, he’s done a great job getting her in some consistency. She 
broke her maiden and came right back to win the a-other-than, 
she’s got a good pedigree, but Pin Oak already has something 
from that family so she’s going in the July sale.”

Call On Mischief: Phoenix Thoroughbred’s filly by Into 
Mischief has notched two wins from eight starts, finished 
ninth in the Lady Shipman at Belmont Park in her most re-
cent start. “She broke her maiden on the dirt but she improved 

with  
Mike Stidham

Maggie Kimmitt
Stakes filly Micheline (left) and lead pony 
Colonel enjoy the good life while camping 
out at Fair Hill.

Continued On Page 10 

http://fasigtipton.com/
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IT’S TIME FOR 
TIZ THE LAW 
TO SHOW HIS 
FUNNY CIDE

Sackatoga Stable takes pride in our horses and in the opportunities we 
offer to experience the thrill of thoroughbred ownership. Join us as we 
carry our winning legacy into the future. To learn more about our stable 
and our opportunities, visit sackatoga.com

FOLLOWING IN THE 
FOOTSTEPS OF 

GREATNESS

https://www.sackatoga.com/
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numbers wise significantly when we got her 
on the grass. At Churchill, she ran a monster 
race in an off-the-turf, she ran a 10, that’s 
what gave us the confidence to try the stake. 
She was bottled up, rock hard turf course that 
she didn’t get over it, the rider said she kept 
switching leads. We’re going to throw that one 
out and hope to get back to the good race she 
ran at Churchill.”

Allende: Three-year-old daughter of Candy 
Ride and Ashado finished second in her career 
debut at Delaware Park. “She ran big first time 
out at Delaware. We just got 20 2-year-olds in 
from Godolphin, it’s just a who’s-who of sires 
and mares. We think she’s got a good future 
ahead of her. We’ll probably let her earn her 
way to New York. The other day, she opened 
up a couple of lengths and the horse that she 
went by came back and got her. Based on 
that, we’ll probably let her have one more easy 
spot. Jimmy Bell and Godolphin are so easy 
to work with, they very rarely overrule any of 
the choices we make, that makes our job so 
much easier.”

Gaelic Tales: Another promising filly who 
finished second in her debut at Delaware. 
“Second by a head in a maiden at Delaware. 
We liked her as 2-year-old, but couldn’t get 
her on the grass. We ran her on the dirt, she 
didn’t handle the dirt at all and came out of the 
race with not a huge problem, but enough to 
back off, stop, let her grow up. She’s trained 
really well since she came back. Another one 
that looked like we were a winner and didn’t 
quite get past the winner.” Asked how he han-
dles finishing second, Stidham laughed. “As 
a matter of fact, Hilary comes down and says 
how good we ran and I say, ‘It’s just another 
loser for me.’ That’s obviously why we work, 
I’m half empty and she’s always half full.”

Majorette: Daughter of Will Take Charge 
added to the seconds with a debut second 
at Churchill in May and another one Friday. 
“Owned by a good guy, Dan Donoghue, he’s 
usually looking for a jump prospect, she’s 
not a jump prospect. She was a little late de-
veloping but ran a huge race first time out at 
Churchill, got pinched back to last and made 
a huge move to be second. We think the mile-
and-an-eighth will be right up her alley.”

Point Him Out: Son of Point Of Entry who 
sold at Fasig-Tipton as a yearling in 2018 won 
his debut and was second in his second start 
at Belmont. “Another New York-bred. Hilary 
had already said that he might make a jumper, 
so Dan Donoghue bought him privately from 
Niall Brennan. We got to keep him and think 
we’ll have some fun with him in New York.”

Trickle In: CJ Thoroughbreds’ filly won 
her first two starts before finishing fourth 

in a stakes at Fair Grounds in February. “We 
gave her a little break after the stake at Fair 
Grounds, there wasn’t a lot for her so we fig-
ured we would freshen her up for the summer 
and we plan on running her in the Christiana 
at Delaware. She’s training well.”

Powell: Owned by David Ross’ DARRS, also 
the owner of Stidham’s barn at Fair Hill, the 
stakes-winning son of Munnings will travel 
this year. “Another hard-knocker, he seems 
to really love the synthetic so we’re always 
looking at Woodbine and Presque Isle. A lot 
of our success and getting horses sent to us 
is because people like somebody who isn’t 
afraid to venture out and find the right spot 
for their horse.”

Doc Boy: Owned by Stallionaire Enterprises, 
3-year-old colt owns two stakes wins, includ-
ing the Columbia in March. Finished 11th in 
the English Channel at Gulfstream in May. “We 
gave him a little break in October and he ran a 
huge race in the Columbia. We took him down 
to Gulfstream, it was like going from black to 
white on the two different turf courses. He ran 
horribly at Gulfstream. We’ll probably take 
him to Colonial.”

Peaceful: Twin Creeks’ filly is entered at 
Belmont Park Sunday. “Winner at Saratoga 
last summer, breezing at Fair Hill. She had a 
little knee surgery, she’s training well.”

Kingpin: Son of Quality Road finished third 
in an allowance race at Laurel in his most re-
cent start. “We’re actually looking at a 3-year-
old stake at Monmouth on the 12th, called the 
My Frenchman Stakes. Straight 3-year-olds. 
He’s been solid since we got him on the grass, 
the turf has moved him way up.”

Slugger: How did he lose? Godolphin’s 
son of Bernardini lost the bob in his debut at 

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

Continued On Page 11 

Maggie Kimmitt

http://fasigtipton.com/
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Delaware Park Wednesday. “I’m standing there 
watching the replay and I said, ‘I think in the 
last jump, that horse got his head up.’ (Arnaud) 
Delacour and I talk every morning at Fair Hill and 
he’s congratulating me, I said, ‘Don’t congratu-
late me.’ Right then, they put (Delacour’s) num-
ber up. He’s a big, strong, big-hip, big-shoul-
dered horse. He had trained well going into it, 
we liked him, he ran huge and we’re hoping for 
big things for him.” 

Embolden: Dare To Dream’s colt sports two 
wins, two seconds and two thirds from six starts. 
“I’m glad you asked about him, he’s owned by 
the syndicate from Chicago, if ever there’s an 
article and I talk about several horses and I don’t 
mention theirs, I hear about it for an hour. I was 
going to mention him if you didn’t. We loved the 
horse at the sale, he had a little bit of vet issues, 
nothing that bothered us. He’s just been another 
one of those solid, consistent, never-been-off-
the-board horses. We took a shot and ran him 
on the dirt at Remington, he ran huge, came out 
of it with a little flake in his knee, we took that 
out and he’s had a couple of five-eighths. He’s 
a Virginia-bred so we’ll probably go right into a 
Virginia-bred stake at Colonial.”

Mystic Guide: Stidham’s octave raises when asked about 
the 3-year-old son of Ghostzapper and Music Note, owned and 
bred by Godolphin. “That’s the big hope. He was a late comer, 
he had some little issues before he got to us. Man, when he 
came in, he was one of those strong, pretty chestnuts with 
white legs and a white face. He showed everything, class and 
talent right off the bat. We loved him going into his first race 
but it was Louisiana Derby Day, the maiden race was a mile-
and-an-eighth so we decided to sprint him. He got shuffled 
back early, then came running on a speed-favoring track, he 
got beat a length and a quarter. When we ran him back long, he 
drew off and won easily. After that we had the Covid quaran-
tine, we had nowhere to go with him, we were thinking about 
running him in a stake and said, ‘Let’s do the right thing by 
him.’ We ran him in the one-turn mile-and-a-sixteenth at Bel-
mont, which was a huge speed-favoring track that day. Tap 
It To Win jumped out on a huge lead and drew off, our horse 
never had a chance to get to him. He galloped out with him 
around the turn. Numbers wise, he ran an 8 when he broke his 
maiden, in the allowance race, he ran another 8. I love that pat-
tern 8-8 going into his next race. We’re looking at three races, 
the Haskell, the Blue Grass, the Indiana Derby. One of those, 
depending on who’s going where and what looks like the right 
spot for us. We love him.”

I Hear You: Fifth in her debut at Churchill, the daughter of 
Street Sense is entered at Churchill Downs Sunday. “She was 
bought by Pete Bradley, we were the underbidder for a client of 
ours. We’ve trained off and on for Pete, he knew we liked her 
so he sent her to us. A little bit of a late comer, but we like her.”

Barleewon: New York-bred won a maiden race at Belmont 
Park Friday. “Owned by Barry Golden and a partner. Barry has 
been in the business forever, he had that horse Golden Gear 
way back when Hilary worked for Noel Hickey. He’s been a 
longtime client for us. The horse has steadily progressed, that 
last race, we needed to see him take a step forward.” 

Zumurudee: Spell that one ten times fast. Imported from 
England by James Bredin for DARRS, the 6-year-old goes 
long on the turf. “One of the cool, barn-favorite horses. Just 
a big, old, cool horse that everybody loves. Another one who 
has always been ultra-consistent, always getting a piece. Since 
we started going further, a mile and an eighth to a mile and a 
half, those are his best races. David Ross wants to run every 
one of his horses at Colonial, so we’ll be looking to run him at 
Colonial. We’re going to take 20 stalls at Colonial, the purses 
are good, great surfaces, we’re hoping to run as many as we 
can get in.”

Beautiful Farewell: Daughter of Frosted has posted six 
breezes at Fair Hill, including two quick ones from the gate. 
“She’s owned by Mike Ryan, she’s named for Gerry Dilger. A 
sentimental horse. We are entering her for next Thursday at 
Belmont. She’s talented. I think she’s going to be pretty nice.”

Dreaming of Gerry: Another sentimental horse. Stallion-
aire purchased son of Liam’s Map from Dilger’s Dromoland 
Farm. “He’s a little bit away, but he’s shown some talent in the 
morning. I would say we’ll probably start him in the Mid-Atlan-
tic and hopefully he earns his way up.”

Guillaume: Son of Hard Spun owned by David Ross has 
put in six breezes at Fair Hill. “He’s been a few halves. He’s 
showing some talent, he seems like he’s going to be pretty 
nice. We’ll start him at Colonial.”

Tasting the Stars: A $140,000 yearling purchase from the 
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic Eastern Fall Yearling Sale, the Virgin-
ia-bred filly won her first three starts before a layoff for New-
town Anner Stud. “She’s just getting ready to come back in, 
she’s already a stakes winner. She’s been really nice, we’re 
excited about getting her back in the barn.”

Positive Spirit: A new addition to Stidham’s barn, the 
Grade 2 stakes winner hasn’t run since clipping heels and fall-

ing in the 2019 Kentucky Oaks. “She’s an older 
mare from Mike Ryan. She won the Demoiselle 
back in ’18, she was second in the Gazelle last 
year. She just came to us, we might run her in 
the Molly Pitcher.”

Love Beach: Owned by Mt. Brilliant and Orrin 
Ingram, the 3-year-old filly finished sixth in her 
3-year-old debut. “She broke her maiden first 
time out and we ran her right back in the Selima 
at Laurel and we hook Sharing. She came off 
a layoff the other day and had a horrible trip, 
got steadied trying to sneak up the rail. We think 
she’s got a lot of upside, we’ll probably run her 
at Keeneland in an a other than.”

Waterside: Godolphin homebred daughter of 
Medaglia d’Oro posted a sprightly drill from the 
gate June 25. “She’s a little quirky. There’s some 
talent there, we haven’t had her that long but we 
think there’s some upside to her.”

Gershwin: Again the octave goes up when 
asked about the 2-year-old son of Distorted 
Humor and Music Note. “He’s a half to Mystic 
Guide. We’ve only had him a few weeks but 
what we see, he’s one of those that sticks out. 
Almost identical to Mystic Guide. An almost bad 
story that turned out OK. After his first work at 
Fair Hill, he was taking a drink and his groom, 
who’s worked for us a long time, an experienced 

groom, bent down to take off a hind bandage. It kind of startled 
him, he double barreled him, knocked him from one side of 
the shedrow into the other side of the shedrow. Luckily, other 
than stitches in his head, he’s OK. He’s a tough son of a gun…
both of them.”

Takingtimeoff: And the hits just keep on coming. Godol-
phin’s 2-year-old filly by Curlin breezed from gate June 23. “We 
like her. Again, we haven’t had these horses long enough to 
know everything about them, but she’s nice.”

Palio: Look out Colonial. Juvenile by Twirling Candy has reg-
istered six works at Fair Hill for DARRS. “He looks like he’s 
going to be quick.”

Tete A Tete: A Mt. Brilliant homebred, she finished sixth in 
her debut. “She ran one time going five-eighths of a mile and 
came running at the end, she’s got some upside to her when 
we stretch her out.”

Arrest Warrant: Another Dare to Dream runner, the 2-year-
old filly has worked four times at Fair Hill. “We bought her in 
March. She’s a definite two-turn, big, long-stride filly. We like 
her, but she’ll be a little bit later.”

Highly Prized: We have to ask about him. Former stakes 
performer switched to jumping and then switched countries, 
winning three of six starts over hurdles for Pridham and Dono-
ghue in England. He hasn’t run since fading in the Grade 3 
Betfair Hurdle at Newbury in February. “You better talk to Hil-
ary about him.” Pridham: “There was an entry notification for 
Southwell this morning. He’s back in action.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 10

Maggie Kimmitt
Gershwin and Francisco Serrano share a moment (and a carrot) at Fair Hill.

Never miss The Special
Sign up for our email list

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001jarSHX2McaSFaxeBy2xvpH3nmk3kn6jq7OxLjs_fUyS09UExulN369I3ck5RVSKSuiVG753bxGQ4RpAME5Xns3YPhawANXtmp8jZ2TjSfMU%3D


12 Saturday, June 27, 2020the 2020 Special

BY JOE CLANCY
At Keeneland September in 2014, Frank-

ie Wooten, his wife Daphne and trainer Al 
Stall Jr. kept going back to the bay colt in the 
Hunter Valley Farm consignment. Hip 743, 
a son of Smart Strike and the Giant’s Cause-
way mare Julia Tuttle was big and correct, 
moved well and would be a nice fit for the 
early phases of G M B Racing. 

Or at least the Wootens and Stall hoped so.
“It’s always the same at a sale when you 

see one you like,” said Frankie Wooten. “You 
hope nobody else sees what you see. You just 
try to find the conformation you like and make 
the right decision. We knew we liked him.”

They landed him for $330,000 and he 
spent his early days at the Wootens’ farm in 
Camden, S.C. earning the nickname “Bum-
ble” for his attitude – or lack of attitude.

“He’d just bumble around there,” said 
Frankie. “He was always a nice mover, but he 
was just laid back and he’d kind of da-dum-
da-dum along. Some, you light the fire when 
you start working them and I was worried 
that’s how he would get because he was al-
ways big and strong. I thought he might turn 
into a beast and be tough to handle. But he 
never did. I think that’s made him the horse 
he is now.”

The horse he is now is Tom’s d’Etat, 
even-money favorite for today’s $500,000 
Stephen Foster at Churchill Downs. Trained 
by Stall for G M B, the 7-year-old seeks his 
fourth consecutive win and 11th lifetime vic- Tod Marks

Tom’s d’Etat gets into stride last year at Saratoga.

STEPHEN FOSTER STAKES PREVIEW

Tom’s T ime
Stall veteran tackles Churchill Gr. 2
in showdown with By My Standards

Continued On Page 14 

https://shadwellfarm.com/
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SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

K E E N E L A N D

Most Accomplished
The World's

Yearling Sale

KAMEKO
2000 Guineas (G1)

“We'd bought Roaring Lion... and 
we were probably quite lucky 
when we bought Kameko. We 

were absolutely delighted to get 
him for the price we got him for.”

David Redvers, Racing Manager for Qatar Racing

http://september.keeneland.com/
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tory in the Grade 2 feature at 1 1/8 
miles. The Foster goes at 5:47 p.m. as 
the 10th of 11 races on the card which 
finishes with four graded stakes.

Bred in Kentucky by SF Blood-
stock, Tom’s d’Etat didn’t race at 2 
and spent eight months on the side-
lines in 2016-17 and another 15 
months shelved in 2017-18 but he’s 
more than making up for lost time. 
Last year, he won three of seven in-
cluding the Grade 1 Clark at Chur-
chill while pushing his career earnings 
to more than $1.3 million. 

Those layoffs didn’t surprise 
Frankie Wooten all that much, and 
neither did the recent success.

“When we bought him he looked 
like a damn 2-year-old so you knew 
he was going to be big, and he had 
too much speed in those early days 
that it cost him some time,” he said. 
“All those joints and things had to set 
and a horse like that takes longer I 
guess. He was just that big and that 
fast as a young horse.”

Tom’s d’Etat spent this past winter 

at Fair Grounds with Stall, but didn’t 
race between November and April, 
and returned with an easy win in 
the Oaklawn Mile at Oaklawn Park 
April 11 after Keeneland scrapped its 
spring meet. Next comes the Foster 
and a showdown with By My Stan-
dards, who has also won three in a 
row, among a field of eight.

Stall called the time off a key for 
the nearly 1,200-pound Tom’s d’Etat, 
even if he never left the racetrack.

“At his age I wanted to keep him 
moving,” said the trainer. “He did a 
lot of walking for the first month, a 
lot of jogging, then a lot galloping. 
We let him down gently, and picked 
him back up gently. We stay on his 
feet and things. There’s nothing better 
for a horse than the day to day work 
they get in a racetrack barn. We kept 
him at Fair Grounds and he had a 
beautiful winter.”

Tom’s d’Etat joined Stall assistant 
Chelsea Coady at Oaklawn for the 
comeback race (Stall was prohibited 
from being there due to the coronavi-
rus restrictions), and moved to Chur-
chill when that stable area opened 
in mid-May. He worked a half-mile 
there May 22 and 30, then went 
three-quarters June 6 (1:12.80) as the 

major tightener for the Clark. 
“We got into Churchill Downs the 

first day we could get in there, and 
from that work, we’ve just stood pat 
and maintained,” said Stall. “He’s 
been making his marks.”

Regular jockey Joel Rosario stays in 
New York to ride Uni in the Grade 1 
Just A Game, but Stall is confident in 
Miguel Mena, who has worked Tom’s 
d’Etat “no exaggeration, 20 times.” 

Allied Racing Stable’s By My Stan-
dards missed the second half of 2019 
after finishing 11th in the Kentucky 

Derby, but has won three starts this 
year by a combined 10 3/4 lengths. 
The Goldencents colt handled op-
tional claimers and the Grade 2 New 
Orleans Classic at Fair Grounds in 
February and March, then thumped 
12 others in the Grade 2 Oaklawn 
Handicap May 2. The Bret Calhoun 
trainee is undefeated at 1 1/8 miles 
and is 5-2 on the morning line with 
Gabriel Saez.

“By My Standards is tough. It’s his 
fourth race of the year and our sec-
ond so he might have a little bit of an 
advantage over Tom and Owendale,” 
said Stall. “But we’re ready. We’re 
very excited about how he looks and 
how he’s doing.”

Calhoun will also be represented 
by Silver Dust, a 6-year-old multiple 
Grade 3 winner owned by Tom Du-
rant. The son of Tapit finished fifth 
behind By My Standards in the New 
Orleans, and will be ridden by Adam 
Beschizza at 10-1.

Rupp Racing’s Owendale couldn’t 
catch Tom’s d’Etat when second in 
last year’s Clark, but bounced back to 
win the Blame Stakes at Churchill in 
his 2020 debut for trainer Brad Cox. 
Florent Geroux rides the 4-1 shot 
from the outside post.

Foster –
 Continued from page 12

Coady Photo
By My Standards has won three in a row.

https://kirkwoodstables.com/
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Curalina highlighted a 4-win
week for Eclipse in capturing her 
2nd Graded Stakes win at Saratoga, 
thrusting Eclipse to the top of the 
owners standings.

Curalina highlighted a 4-win
week for Eclipse in capturing her 
2nd Graded Stakes win at Saratoga, 
thrusting Eclipse to the top of the 
owners standings.
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VALIANCE

PRODUCING &  DEVELOPING

HIGH LEVEL HORSES
Who Compete at Major Venues  
Week In and Week Out All Year Long

SATURDAY, JUNE 27

Belmont Park
VALIANCE in the Grade 2  
New York Stakes

Churchill Downs
HERD IMMUNITY in the Grade 3  
Bashford Manor Stakes
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TIME
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BY TOM LAW
Jeff Bloom stood among 10,000 or 

so fans on a warm night at King Ab-
dulaziz Racecourse in Riyadh for the 
inaugural $20 million Saudi Cup and 
found himself experiencing a range of 
emotions that still resonates almost 
three months later. 

Bloom watched Midnight Bisou, 
crowned champion older dirt female 
for 2019 a month earlier, race toward 
the back of the field for the first 6 fur-
longs of the world’s richest race be-
fore slipping up the inside turning for 
home and reaching contention. 

“It’s always for me like time stands 
still when I’m watching a race,” 
Bloom said. “I really like to watch 
races live, live, not on TV or whatev-
er. She had trained so well leading up 

to it and there, that I knew she’d run 
a big race.”

With less than a quarter-mile to 
run Midnight Bisou and Mike Smith 
were sixth on the inside, a few lengths 
behind the leading Mucho Gusto with 
Maximum Security ready to pounce 
to his outside. 

“God, are we going to have enough 
time to hit the board?” Bloom asked 
himself. 

Midnight Bisou continued to gain 
on the leaders, slipping inside Gold 
Dream and Benbatl with about a fur-
long remaining. 

“Is there enough real estate?” 
Bloom said. Tod Marks

Midnight BIsou headlines Saturday’s Fleur de Lis at Churchill Downs.

FLEUR DE LIS PREVIEW

Restart
Midnight Bisou returns to action 
after strong 2nd in Saudi Arabia

Continued On Page 18 

http://www.millridge.com/


17 Saturday, June 27, 2020the 2020 Special

         GULFSTREAM  
PARK

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
152ND BELMONT STAKES 
WINNER TIZ THE LAW 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS
SACKATOGA STABLE // 
BARCLAY TAGG //  
MANNY FRANCO

AFTER WINNING HOLY BULL & CURLIN FLORIDA DERBY, COULD HE BE 
THE NEXT TRIPLE CROWN WINNER?
 901 S FEDERAL HIGHWAY // HALLANDALE BEACH // 954.454.7000 // GULFSTREAMPARK.COM

https://gulfstreampark.com/
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Pin Oak Stud

A few jumps later the question be-
came a statement. 

“We can win this thing.”
Inside the final sixteenth Midnight 

Bisou continued to reach out while 
Mucho Gusto gave it up and Max-
imum Security responded to Luis 
Saez’s strong hand ride. 

“We could really win this thing. 
This is crazy.”

Midnight Bisou, who makes her 
first start since in today’s Grade 2 
Fleur de Lis Handicap at Churchill 
Downs, didn’t win. She finished sec-
ond, officially three-quarters of a 
length short of Maximum Security. 
She earned plenty of praise from the 
international audience that saw her 
finish ahead of the likes of Tacitus, 
Magic Wand, Gronkowski and McK-
inzie. Midnight Bisou stood to collect 
$3.5 million for Bloom Racing Stable, 
Madaket Stable and Allen Racing for 
the effort. 

“It was a rollercoaster of emotion 
watching the race,” Bloom said. “I 
knew she had tons of work to do. I 
also felt like Mike was sitting on a lot 
of horse.”

And the rollercoaster was just get-
ting started. 

Nine days after the Saudi Cup, fed-
eral prosecutors unveiled indictments 
on Maximum Security’s trainer Jason 
Servis and 26 others in a scheme to 
allegedly use performance-enhancing 
drugs on racehorses. 

Organizers of the Saudi Cup, run 
without race-day Lasix or Bute and 
under other strict medication guide-
lines, put a hold on the race while 
an investigation was conducted. The 
hold remains, although Bloom said 
he expects results of the investigation 
to be released “in the next week or 
two.”

Meanwhile he’s left to wonder, not 
about the effort of his mare but if she 
was robbed of a victory and subse-
quent celebration.

“It’s a fair question. First, when you 
reflect on our filly’s remarkable per-
formance running against the world’s 
best older males and to perform that 
way and to ultimately be within less 
than three-quarters of a length of ac-
tually getting a win, that in itself is 
just mind-boggling and spectacular,” 
Bloom said. “Then when you factor 

in the news of what transpired fol-
lowing our race with the federal in-
dictments and the damning evidence, 
the black and white evidence that is 
included in the public reports relative 
to the indictments it’s frustrating. 

“It’s hard enough to compete at 
that level or any level but then to find 
out afterward that the horse that beat 
us was part of an operation that has 
been indicted for performance-en-
hancing drugs. It’s frustrating.”

Midnight Bisou gets the chance to 
erase some of that frustration and fur-
ther enhance her glistening resume in 
the $200,000 Fleur de Lis, one of four 
stakes on the Stephen Foster Day card 
pushed back from its usual second 
Saturday in June spot due to Chur-
chill’s delayed opening because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

She meets six opponents in the 
9-furlong stakes, including last year’s 
Kentucky Oaks winner Serengeti Em-
press and multiple graded stakes win-
ner Go Google Yourself. Like Bloom, 
Smith is in from California for the 
race and Midnight Bisou figures to 
be right around her 3-5 price on the 
morning line if the field stays together. 

Midnight Bisou rejoined one of 
Steve Asmussen’s strings at Keeneland 
after returning from Saudi Arabia and 
trained in Lexington until mid-May. 
She’s breezed six times at Churchill 
in preparation for the Fleur de Lis, 
where she bids for her first win in 
Louisville from three tries. 

“It hasn’t been ideal as far as a tim-
ing standpoint, but for timing now 
we’re very comfortable,” Asmussen 
said Friday of the Fleur de Lis be-
ing the return race as opposed to the 
Grade 1 Ogden Phipps, typically run 
in early June on Belmont Stakes Day 
and this year June 13. “She shows 
confidence, stronger, older, more ma-
ture, in small increments. She’s always 
been a beautifully kind filly, willing to 
train, happy about her days, very easy 
to be around and that has continued.”

Midnight Bisou finished third in 
her two races at Churchill – the 2018 
Kentucky Oaks and Breeders’ Cup 
Distaff.  

“She hasn’t won yet at Churchill, 
but you could take each of those rac-
es and look at them,” Bloom said. 
“She didn’t run bad in those races. I 
could personally come up with what 
I would consider a fair excuse. It was 
like when she hadn’t won at a mile-
and-an-eighth. The knock on her was, 

Fleur de Lis –
 Continued from page 16

Continued On Page 19 
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Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses 

include 67 individual Grade 1 winners 
and the winners of  105 Grade 1 races.
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Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921
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‘Well, she can’t win past a mile-and-a-
sixteenth.’ Of course she won going a 
mile-and-an-eighth multiple times. I 
don’t think it’s a Churchill issue. I think 
she’s more than up to the task. This par-
ticular race timing wise fit the schedule 
for us as best as we could guess at the 
time when everybody was in the same 
boat guessing about what races would 
be available and tracks would open up. 
We’re certainly over the top excited to 
get her back.”

The immediate itinerary for Mid-
night Bisou after the Fleur de Lis is a 
trip north to Saratoga, where any num-
ber of spots including a defense of her 
title in the Grade 1 Personal Ensign 
await, with another big-money prize 
on the horizon. 

She finished third and second in 
the last two editions of the Breeders’ 
Cup Distaff, in 2018 and 2019. Bloom 
would like nothing better than a third 
trip this November at Keeneland, may-
be even another run against males in 
the $6 million Classic. 

“We’ve been saying this from the 
get-go, too, it’s all about getting that 
Breeders’ Cup victory for her this year,” 
he said. “How do we do that in the best 
way possible in light of changes to rac-
ing’s schedules? I think we have a pret-
ty good path now. Notice I said Breed-
ers’ Cup. I’ll just leave it at Breeders’ 
Cup. You certainly wouldn’t rule any-
thing out. Not to be too ambiguous, 
ultimately the goal is the Breeders’ Cup 
and whatever that ends up being it will 
be what is the right spot for her.”

The Fleur de Lis goes as the second 
of four stakes as the ninth race with 
a post time of 5:15 p.m. The Grade 3 
Bashford Manor for 2-year-olds leads 
off the quartet at 4:43 with a field of 
seven led by Stonestreet Stable’s Caza-
dero, a son of Street Sense who won 
his debut by 8 3/4 lengths May 29 for 
Steve Asmussen; and Repole Stable’s 
Hyperfocus, a 1 1/4-length winner in 
his debut May 9 for Todd Pletcher. 

After the two main events – the Fleur 
de Lis and Stephen Foster – 13 3-year-
old fillies go 9 furlongs on the grass in 
the Grade 3 Regret to close the card. 
Crystal Cliffs, a winner at Churchill 
in her U.S. debut for Graham Motion 
May 31, is the 3-1 choice on the morn-
ing line against stakes winners Domin-
ga, Micheline and Harvey’s Lil Goil.

Fleur de Lis –
 Continued from page 18

http://fairhilletc.com/


20 Saturday, June 27, 2020the 2020 Special

grid

the 
Power

Churchill Downs – Saturday

Race #

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Sea Garden
Raison d’Etre

Purrfectly Claire
Frost Or Frippery

Degrom
Red Again

Zero Gravity
Honovi
Nero

Whiskey Double
Holland
Nautilus

Amani’s Eagle
Ashiham
Pit Boss

Paris Lights
Stop Shoppin Tammy

Tipsy Gal
Just Might

Corruze 
Wellabled
Cazadero

Hyperfocus
Hulen

Midnight Bisou
Serengeti Empress
Go Google Yourself

Tom’s d’Etat
By My Standards

Owendale
Crystal Cliffs

Dominga
In Good Spirits

Tom
Law

John
Shapazian

Ed
DeRosa

Charles
Bedard

Rob
Whitlock

Raison d’Etre
Purrfectly Claire
Curls And Bows
Frost Or Frippery

Degrom
Parade Field

Honovi
Zero Gravity
Clint Maroon

Whiskey Double
Windcracker

Holland
Amani’s Eagle

Ashiham
Pit Boss

Impeccable Style
Paris Lights

Enjoyitwhilewecan
Carotari

Holiday Stone
Just Might
Cazadero

Hyperfocus
Gatsby

Midnight Bisou
Serengeti Empress
Go Google Yourself

Tom’s d’Etat
By My Standards

Fearless
Crystal Cliffs

Micheline
Harvey’s Lil Goil

Raison d’Etre
Purrfectly Claire

Sea Garden
Frost Or Frippery

Hawaakom
Curlin Grey
Zero Gravity

Honovi 
Kurilov

Medicine Tail
Saint Vrain

Windcracker 
Amani’s Eagle

Ashiham
Tonaltalitarian
Paris Lights

Impeccable Style
Crazy Sexy Munny

Wellabled 
Captain Scotty

Carotari
Cazadero

Herd Immunity 
Hyperfocus 

Midnight Bisou
Go Google Yourself
Chocolate Kisses

Tom’s d’Etat
By My Standards

Owendale 
Pass The Plate 
Hendy Woods
In Good Spirits

Raison d’Etre
Purrfectly Claire

Sea Garden
Frost Or Frippery

Degrom 
Hawaakom

Kurilov
Maker entry

Honovi 
Whiskey Double

Notary
Windcracker 

Ashiham
Bakers Bay

Pit Boss
Paris Lights

Impeccable Style
Tipsy Gal

Just Might
Miller entry
Wellabled 

Gatsby 
Cazadero

County Final
Go Google Yourself

Midnight Bisou
Serengeti Empress
By My Standards

Tom’s d’Etat
Silver Dust

Harvey’s Lil Goil
Micheline 

Crystal Cliffs

Purrfectly Claire
Raison d’Etre

Sovereign Appeal
Frost Or Frippery

Hawaakom
Degrom
Lusitano

Zero Gravity
Nero

Whiskey Double
Windcracker

Holland
Ashiham
Pit Boss

Bakers Bay
Crazy Sexy Mummy

Impeccable Style
Tipsy Gal

Capital Scotty
Just Might

Corruze
Cazadero
Gatsby

Crown And Coke
Midnight Bisou
Motion Emotion

Go Google Yourself
By My Standards

Pirate’s Punch
Fearless

Stunning Sky
In Good Spirits

Eve Of War

2020 Records 93/270 82/270 84/270 71/270 –

Guest Handicapper: Ed DeRosa is director of marketing for Brisnet.com and a handicapper and writer for TwinSpires.com.

Never miss The Special
Sign up for our email list
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BY TOM LAW
Carlos Martin soaked in the final few moments 

of the Eclipse Awards ceremony at Gulfstream Park 
in January before thinking ahead – what now looks 
like way ahead – to 2020. 

More specifically, he thought about what sum-
mer in Saratoga might be like without Come Danc-
ing. The Grade 1-winning mare was headed toward 
retirement after being a finalist for the 2019 Eclipse 
Award as champion female sprinter.

Come Dancing didn’t win the Eclipse Award; 
the honor instead going to Breeders’ Cup Filly and 
Mare Sprint winner Covfefe but Martin wasn’t too 
bummed despite thinking the Malibu Moon mare 
deserved the title. 

“Now we just have to find another one,” Martin 
said that night from the Sport of Kings Theater at 
Gulfstream. 

Turns out Martin didn’t need to find another 
Come Dancing, at least not yet. The 6-year-old 
mare is back in the barn, back in his care and back 
in the entries for today’s Grade 3 Vagrancy Handi-
cap at Belmont Park. 

“It’s been a little bit up and a little bit down,” 
Martin said of getting Come Dancing to the 6 
½-furlong Vagrancy, the first of four stakes on the 
Belmont card which starts at 1:15 p.m. ET. “Back 
then I had something in my mind, but Marc (Hol-

liday) felt like she wasn’t done. He wanted to have 
some fun, he enjoyed so much of the racing part of 
it. So we brought her back.”

Come Dancing returns to Belmont, where she’s 
won three of five with a second, after seemingly be-
ing retired after a sixth in the Filly and Mare Sprint 
at Santa Anita Park and about a three-month spell 
at Lane’s End Farm in Kentucky. 

She went back into training this winter, starting 
at Ocala Stud just before the coronavirus pandemic 
took its grip on the world. 

Holliday, who runs New York City’s largest 
commercial office company SL Green Realty, aimed 
high and sent Come Dancing to Hall of Fame train-

Grade 1 winner Come Dancing back home for Grade 3 Vagrancy

BELMONT PARK STAKES PREVIEWS

Big Mare

Continued On Page 23 

Come Dancing won the Ballerina  
at Saratoga last year.
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er D. Wayne Lukas at Oaklawn Park. 
The Grade 1 Apple Blossom attracted 
the likes of Ce Ce, Serengeti Empress, 
Ollie’s Candy, Point Of Honor, Street 
Band and Go Google Yourself. Not 
an easy spot for a seasonal debut, nor 
a first try at two turns.

The calculated gamble didn’t pay 
off and Come Dancing finished 12th 
of 14 after racing close early. Martin, 
who stayed in New York and kept his 
barn running during the pandemic 
without having to lay off any employ-
ees, kept in touch with Lukas during 
Come Dancing’s stay in Hot Springs. 

“Coach was up against it, running 
her 3 1/2 weeks after he got her from 
the farm,” Martin said. “Even though 
she had a couple 5-furlong workouts 
we were trying to squeeze a lot in 
from the time he got her.”

Martin, whose grandfather Frank 
“Pancho” Martin is in racing’s Hall 
of Fame,  and Lukas knew each other, 
but were in regular communication 
during Come Dancing’s time at Oak-
lawn. The younger trainer appreciat-
ed the conversations.

“It’s usually ‘Hey, hello, how are 
you, good morning,’ that kind of 
thing,” Martin said. “He’s more like 
my granddad’s era. It was really cool 
you know? He’s a real positive guy, 
upbeat guy, Hall of Famer. We had 
an interesting three weeks of conver-
sation, we’d joke around that I was 
ready for the daily briefing. Just a 
cool guy, cool to talk to. Interesting, 
very interesting man.”

Come Dancing went to Bruce Jack-
son’s Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center 
in Maryland after her Oaklawn so-
journ and returned to Martin’s barn 
at Belmont in late May. 

She worked once at Fair Hill on 
the synthetic Tapeta surface – a half 
in :50 May 23. 

“We followed the same pattern as 
last year after the Ogden Phipps,” 
Martin said. “She was there about 
five weeks and they sent her back to 
me about seven weeks before the Bal-
lerina. We just wanted to let her chill 
with Bruce, relax a bit before we got 
her back to Belmont, enjoy how beau-
tiful it is and just to be a horse. Some 
training and some R&R. You can get 
both at Fair Hill, it’s like heaven for 
horses as you know.”

Come Dancing finished second to 
eventual champion older dirt female 
Midnight Bisou in last year’s Grade 
1 Ogden Phipps, then returned from 
more than two months off to win the 
Grade 1 Ballerina at Saratoga. She 
added the Grade 2 Gallant Bloom 
at Belmont to give her four graded 
stakes wins on the season. 

Martin hopes the Vagrancy, which 
drew a field of seven, starts off anoth-
er run toward the Ballerina. 

He’s excited to get the mare back 
to her familiar Saratoga stall, which 
has a partition cut out of the top to 
accommodate her height. Martin and 
his wife Diane made the trip to Sara-
toga last week on a dark day to check 
out their summer rental and the train-
er popped by his barn to see what 
maintenance might be needed before 
the string ships north next month. 

“That’s the goal,” Martin said. “I 
went by the barn the other day, it’s 
still the same stall, good condition, 
everything seems to be exactly how 
Come Dancing left it, so she’ll go 
right back in there.”

Come Dancing (7-5 on the morn-
ing line with Javier Castellano from 
post five) will need to summon her 
2019 form, as the Vagrancy attract-
ed heavy hitters Chalon, Royal Char-
lotte and Mother Mother among a 
field of seven.

Chalon ships up from Fair Hill for 
Lael Stable and trainer Arnaud Dela-
cour. Second in the 2018 Vagrancy 
(and Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare 
Sprint), she won two stakes last year 
and makes her 2020 debut at 5-2. 
Jose Ortiz takes the call. 

Royal Charlotte won five of sev-
en last year for trainer Chad Brown, 
and opened 2020 with a second in the 
Harmony Lodge at Belmont June 5. 
Irad Ortiz Jr. rides the 7-2 shot from 
the inside post.

Bob Baffert shipped Mother Moth-
er in from California for the Harmony 
Lodge June 5, and she finished fourth. 
The daughter of Pioneerof The Nile 
stuck around and gets Joel Rosario 
at 4-1 from post two. Jakarta, Victim 
Of Love and Pacific Gale complete 
the field.

The Just A Game
The Grade 1 Just A Game, recently 

a fixture on the Belmont Stakes Day 
undercard, tops Saturday’s card. The 
1-mile turf stakes for fillies and mares 

ROADSTER
OWENDALE
HUNTER O’RILEY 
DOCTOR MOUNTY 
PINK SANDS 
A THREAD OF BLUE
INSPECTOR LYNLEY 
DUNBAR ROAD

Niall Brennan Stables
Ocala, Fl (352) 732-7459   niallbrennan.com

Belmont –
 Continued from page 22

Tod Marks
Royal Charlotte won the Prioress at Saratoga last summer.
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also drew a field of seven led by 2019 
champion turf female and Breeders’ 
Cup Mile winner Uni, 2018 Breed-
ers’ Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf winner 
Newspaperofrecord and multiple 
graded stakes winner Regal Glory 
from Chad Brown’s barn. 

They’re joined by Grade 1 winner 
and Breeders’ Cup Mile runner-up 
Got Stormy, 2019 Just A Game run-
ner-up Beau Recall, stakes winner 
Zofelle and Grade 3 New Jersey-bred 
champion Valedictorian.  

Uni has lost just once at a mile on 
the turf, the only defeat coming to 
Got Stormy and Raging Bull in last 
year’s Fourstardave against males 
at Saratoga. The daughter of More 
Than Ready makes her 2020 debut 
while looking to pad a $2.3 million 
career bankroll at 7-5 on the morning 
line.

Newspaperofrecord (8-5) returned 
to her winning ways with a 4-length 
romp in the Intercontinental at Bel-
mont June 6. Dominant in three starts 
as a 2-year-old in 2018, she lost all 
three tries last year.

The New York
Six older fillies and mares will 

go 10 furlongs in the Grade 2 New 
York, which immediately follows the 
Vagrancy. Brown, Christophe Clem-
ent and Graham Motion entered two 
apiece while Todd Pletcher goes with 
the lightly raced longshot Valiance. 

Call Me Love, second in her Amer-
ican debut in the Grade 3 Beaugay 
June 3 at Belmont, is the 9-5 favor-
ite on the morning line for Clement. 
A multiple group stakes winner who 
finished third in the Italian Oaks in 
2019, the 4-year-old Sea The Stars 
filly joins her stablemate and multi-
ple stakes winner Feel Glorious in the 
$250,000 stakes. 

Grade 2 winner Mrs. Sippy, a 
training partner for eventual Royal 
Ascot runner-up Sharing at Fair Hill 
this month, was one of Motion’s two 
but will scratch after tying up this 
week. She’ll aim for the Robert Dick 
Memorial at Delaware Park July 11.

That leaves Mean Mary, the race’s  
7-2 second choice. Alex Campbell 
Jr.’s homebred has won three in a row 
including two Grade 3 stakes at Gulf-
stream Park this winter. Luis Saez has 

the mount from the outside post in a 
field of six.

“She’s been a bit of a pleasant sur-
prise,” Motion said. “We liked her, 
but I don’t think I could have predict-
ed her being this good. If she can con-
tinue that form out of Florida that re-
mains to be seen, but I don’t see why 
she wouldn’t.”

Mean Mary lived up to her name 
in early training, but turned a corner 
after spending some turnout time with 
retired champion Main Sequence.

“She was tough, very tricky and is 
much more amenable than she used 
to be,” Motion said. “She still goes 
to track with a pony, but it used to 
be tricky to get her to the track. We 
kicked her out in a paddock with 
Main Sequence – she lived outside all 
day and came in at night – and that 
seemed to help.”

The 4-year-old filly is out of Karlo-
vy Vary, who won the Grade 1 Ash-
land for Campbell and trainer Rusty 
Arnold in 2012.

The True North
The Grade 2 True North, which 

goes as the ninth race between the 
New York and Just A Game, lured a 
field of eight led by Grade 1 winner 
Promises Fulfilled. The 5-year-old son 
of Shackleford makes his first start 
since last year’s Grade 2 Phoenix in 
early October at Keeneland for Dale 
Romans. 

Belmont –
 Continued from page 23

Tod Marks
Promises Fulfilled eyes the True North.
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Power

Belmont Park – Saturday

Race #

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Make Or Break
Sun Summers

Peaceful Feeling
Invest

Foolish Ghost
Shamrock Kid

Coach Villa
Bourbon Currency

Kumar
Timely Tradition

Bertranda
Fierce Lady

Your Awesome Boss
Papa Luke

Orb In The Tower
Ima Pharoah
Propensity

North Carolina
Come Dancing

Chalon
Royal Charlotte

Mean Mary
My Sister Nat
Call Me Love

Promises Fulfilled
Diamond King

Yorkton
Newspaperofrecord

Uni
Got Stormy

Montauk Summer
Winning Factor

Sir Cubby

Tom
Law

John
Shapazian

Gabby
Gaudet

Charles
Bedard

Rob
Whitlock

Sun Summers
Peaceful Feeling

Sky Kitten
O Shea Can U See

Foolish Ghost
Shamrock Kid

Kumar
Yes And Yes

Bourbon Currency
Timely Tradition

Fierce Lady
Bangle Gal

Flying Finish
Your Awesome Boss

Orb In The Tower
North Carolina
Ima Pharoah
Johnnypump

Come Dancing
Chalon

Royal Charlotte
Mean Mary

Call Me Love
Fools Gold

Promises Fulfilled
Diamond King

Firenze Fire
Uni

Newspaperofrecord
Got Stormy
Sir Chubby

Brice
Winning Factor

Peaceful Feeling
Ideational 
Appreciate

Shamrock Kid
Invest

Horoscope 
Coach Villa

Bourbon Currency
Yes And Yes

Timely Tradition 
Fierce Lady
Bertranda 

Your Awesome Boss
Our Destiny

Stash My Money
Ima Pharoah 
Propensity

Johnnypump
Come Dancing 
Mother Mother 
Royal Charlotte
Call Me Love
Mean Mary

Feel Glorious
Firenze Fire 

Yorkton 
Stan The Man

Uni
Got Stormy
Beau Recall

Brice
Winning Factor

Sandy Lane Kitten

Peaceful Feeling 
Sun Summers

Ideational 
O Shea Can U See

Shamrock Kid
Foolish Ghost
King’s Honor

Kumar 
Bourbon Currency
Timely Tradition

Puffery
Bangle Gal

Orb In The Tower
My Primo

Your Awesome Boss
Magic Mojo
Ima Pharoah
Propensity 

Come Dancing
Royal Charlotte 
Mother Mother

Mrs. Sippy
Fools Gold

My Sister Nat
Yorkton 

Stan The Man
Promises Fulfilled 

Uni
Newspaperofrecord 

Beau Recall
Montauk Summer

Eagles Palace
Sandy Lane Kitten

Peaceful Feeling
Ideational

Sun Summers
Horoscope

Shamrock Kid
Invest
Albie

Kumar
Bourbon Currency
Timely Tradition

Bangle Gal
Puffery

Your Awesome Boss
Flying Finish

Farragut
North Carolina

Propensity
Ima Pharoah

Chalon
Royal Charlotte
Come Dancing

Mrs. Sippy
Mean Mary

Call Me Love
Diamond King

Promises Fulfilled
Midnightcharly

Uni
Beau Recall

Newspaperofrecord
Sandy Lane Kitten

Sir Chubby 
Winning Factor

2020 Records 93/270 82/270 84/270 71/270 –

Guest Handicapper: Gabby Gaudet, a former member of the editorial team at The Saratoga Special, is a racing analyst and reporter for TVG. 

Never miss The Special
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The Big Picture
 with Tod Marks

Girl Power. Gamine (her name means “attractively boyish”) 
flashes a look before making light work of the Acorn Stakes  

at Belmont Park June 20. Trained by Bob Baffert for owner Michael 
Lund Petersen, she won by 18 3/4 lengths to stay undefeated. 
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BY SEAN CLANCY 
“Sorry about yesterday, sometimes you get this 

thing so jammed up I don’t pay any attention to it.”
It was 5:53 Friday night, the Belmont Stakes 

loomed in 23 hours, 49 minutes and Barclay Tagg 
had unjammed his phone to call The Special. We 
had left a message Thursday and added a “missed 
call” Friday morning, another Friday afternoon 
and still another Friday evening. 

We had faith we would talk. Until we didn’t. 
Eventually, we wrote the Belmont Stakes preview 
with reheated Tagg quotes from May 1, instead 
of fresh ones from June 19. It worked, but it was 
forced, Ellio’s when you wanted King Umberto. 
The story was in the system, edited, proofed and 
laid out on a page. 

Then Tagg called. We spoke for 11 minutes and 
ripped up the first version of Tiz Time. 

That’s journalism in 2020.
In any other year, we would have gingerly, tep-

idly, stalked Tagg’s Belmont Park barn Thursday, 
Friday. It’s the reporter’s dance, venture to the edge 
of the moat, be seen, but not heard, hang around 
long enough for the trainer to realize that you’re 
not invading, but you’re not leaving. 

It’s easier in person.  
But there is little in-person in 2020. Instead, we 

ply our trade from afar (although Tom Law did 
manage to watch the Belmont with – or at least 
near – Tagg), waiting for a trainer to call back as 

hours tick to deadline, to the Belmont Stakes, the 
first leg of the Triple Crown. 

Friday night, Tagg leaned across the moat and 
talked horses. 

“He’s doing great…” he began. 
Tagg’s confidence was palpable. We didn’t need 

to look into his steely eyes, didn’t need to watch Tiz 
The Law gallop or graze, here was a horse trainer 
who was content with his horse. There is nothing 
better. And nothing so rare. 

A day later, Tiz The Law did exactly what he 
was meant to do, did exactly what Tagg expected 
him to do, thrashing nine rivals in the Grade 1 Bel-
mont Stakes at Belmont Park. The son of Constitu-
tion used his effortless cruising speed to establish 

New York-bred colt dominates Belmont Stakes for classic trainer

THE BELMONT STAKES

T iz Tagg

Continued On Page 28 

Tiz The Law storms home 
in the Belmont Stakes.
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an outside stalking spot, strolled to the lead when 
jockey Manny Franco asked and cruised home by 3 
¾ lengths over Dr Post and Max Player. Owned by 
Sackatoga Stable, Tiz The Law finished 9 furlongs 
in 1:46.53. 

Tagg’s words from the night before echoed as Tiz 
The Law slowed to a jog on the clubhouse turn. 
Words we didn’t use, partly because they sounded 
too confident, too bullish, like it was a forgone con-
clusion. 

“It is what is, the only thing I don’t like about it 
is they’re not going to give it full credit, they’ll have 
an asterisk with it or something like that,” Tagg 
said of the shortened Belmont Stakes (and perhaps 
the Triple Crown). “I would have loved for it to 
stay at a mile-and-a-half or even a mile-and-a-quar-
ter, just trained up to it. It would have still been a 
classic distance, but that’s where we are. He can 
either do it or he can’t do it. If he can, it’ll be pretty 
nice, but I don’t think he’ll get the full credit for it.”

See, why we didn’t use those quotes the night 
before the Belmont Stakes?

Now, nearly a week later, we’ll use them and give 
him full credit. 

Bred by Twin Creeks Farm and sold by Se-
quel New York, Tiz The Law cost $110,000 at 
the Fasig-Tipton New York-bred yearling sale at 
Saratoga. Tagg and partner/assistant Robin Smul-
len picked out the white-faced colt and convinced 
Sackatoga’s Jack Knowlton to stretch.

“Barclay, Robin and I go through the catalog 
for the New York-bred sale, that’s our go-to sale 
given the budget we typically work with, 110 was 
probably the last bid. I think we had him pegged at 
100, fortunately we went that extra 10 thousand,” 
Knowlton said. “We usually have a couple of tables 
of partners for dinner at the sale, they’re enthusias-
tic and we’ll push the envelope a little more, which 
is a good thing.”

Sometimes, it’s the whole thing. 

Tiz The Law won his debut at Saratoga last 
summer, missed the Hopeful with a sore shin and 
won his second start, the Grade 1 Champagne at 
Belmont Park. Skipping the Breeders’ Cup, Tiz The 
Law traveled for the Grade 2 Kentucky Jockey Club 
at Churchill Downs where nothing went right. He 
wound up third, an undefeated season and a cham-
pionship up in smoke. Freshened, he returned with 
facile wins in the Grade 3 Holy Bull and Grade 1 
Florida Derby, which should have primed him for 
the Kentucky Derby in May. The coronavirus pan-
demic blew that up, put everything on hold and 
Tagg stayed the course with his once-beaten colt, 
breezing him once a week while he waited for a 
plan. Eventually, tracks announced plans. In order 
of announcement, the Kentucky Derby in Septem-
ber, the Preakness in October, a shortened Belmont 
Stakes in June, the Travers in early August…that 
sounds about right.

Tagg simply trained his horse.  
“He’s a neat little horse who does his job. I 

guess he’s straightforward, we haven’t let him vary 
much,” Tagg said. “We keep an iron hand on him 
all the time. I have my groom, he’s a big, husky 
guy, he walks out with him and hands him to me 
with the pony, I take him the first half-mile on the 
warm-up jog, turn him loose and pick him up at the 
other end and bring him back to the groom and he 

walks him home. And that’s every day. And Rob-
in’s on him. He doesn’t have much chance to screw 
around.”

Tiz The Law didn’t screw around, galloping ev-
ery day, breezing once a week and waiting for Tagg 
to loosen the iron hand. That day came June 20 and 
Tiz The Law spun like a top on a playroom floor, 
putting Tagg, Smullen and Sackatoga squarely back 
into the Triple Crown 17 years after Funny Cide 
took the Derby and Preakness before succumbing 
to a five-week vice (and Empire Maker) in the Bel-
mont Stakes. 

 A former steeplechase jockey who built his own 
ladder from Maryland to New York, Tagg is enig-
matic when it comes to horses, somehow keeping 
it simple and complex all at the same time. He dis-
missed any notion of difficulty or distraction when 
it came to putting Tiz The Law in a holding pattern.

 “We did pretty much the same thing with Fun-
ny Cide. Work him once a week and wait for the 
new race,” Tagg said. “It can’t kill them to work 
once a week, they’re racehorses. Unless they have 
problems or something, he’s a nice, sound horse. 
If he had something wrong with him, why you’d 
back off until it got better and get him back in the 
routine again. That’s it.”

There is no “that’s it” in Tagg’s barn. He and 
Smullen are as precise as cellists, holding onto the 
horsemanship skills and sportsmanship tenets they 
learned early. An independent bookstore in an age 
of Amazon, they aren’t posting training reports on 
barclaytagracing.com – but it is a cool website – 
and they aren’t relying on assistants to tell them the 
color of the new colt in the last stall in the satellite 
barn. Throwbacks? As far as you can throw. 

“Robin is a gem. She’s just a gem. She has a 
memory that you just can’t imagine, her ability, 
I’ll have a colt come in that everybody’s scared of, 
he’s already dumped three people and she’ll say, 
‘Just put me on him tomorrow.’ She gets on him 
and straightens him out and everything goes fine,” 
Tagg said. “She can get on any horse and tell you 
in two seconds, ‘He’s not moving right behind, it’s 
actually it’s his left hind…’ You bring the vet over 
and he says, ‘Well, it’s his left hind.’ And she’s never 
wrong. She’s never wrong. Best horsewoman, best 

Belmont Stakes –
 Continued from page 27

Tod Marks
Together and alone in an almost empty box section, Barclay Tagg and Robin Smullen watch the Belmont.

Tod Marks
Tiz The Law (right) kicks away from Dr Post in the stretch. Continued On Page 29 
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horseman I’ve ever seen.”
Their routine barely changed 

through three months of quarantine 
and social distancing while prepping 
Tiz The Law from their Palm Mead-
ows winter base. 

“We went to work every day, we 
trained the horses every day, we went 
home and stayed in our little house 
at night, cooked out on the deck, sat 
in the breeze and read the paper and 
went to bed, nothing changed,” Tagg 
said. “It’s what we do. That’s all we 
do. It’s a pretty boring life.”

Until a Tiz The Law comes along. 
Again, Tagg keeps it simple. 

“He’s very, very fast so you’ve got 
to take care of him, you have to check 
his feet 10 times a day, check his an-
kles, check his tendons, check every-
thing, make sure nothing’s sneaking 
up on you,” Tagg said. “It’s just sim-
ple common sense. We don’t turn him 
loose and let him go bucking across 
the infield.”

No, they turn him loose on race 
day. So far, he’s 5-for-6 and the 

only horse capable of winning the 
2020 Triple Crown, a 15-week, up-
side-down, uncharted journey that in-
explicably could involve the Travers 
as a second leg. Could it be the Qua-
druple Crown? You heard it here first.

“I’d like to get the Travers, too, I’ve 
never won the Travers, it’s a classic,” 
Tagg said. “The old classic New York 
races were the ones that determined 
the champions every year…”

This year, the 1 ¼-mile Travers is 
Aug. 8 – four weeks before the Ken-
tucky Derby. All being well, Tiz The 
Law will be there.

And somewhere in the middle of 
an 11-minute conversation about the 
Belmont Stakes, Tagg changes the 
conversation and asks about your 
family, talks about life, reminisces 
about old friends and new worries. 

“I’m glad your family is all good, 
it’s such a blessing if you can get 
through something like this and no-
body gets sick…” Tagg said. “I’ve 
gotten so many people wishing me 
luck, I’ve never had anybody wish me 
luck like this.”

And as the conversation wanes, we 
wish him luck. 

“OK, babe,” Tagg said. “We’ll 
try.” 

Belmont Stakes –
 Continued from page 28

Writer Tom Law attended the Belmont Stakes for The Special and 
thisishorseracing.com and filed a next-day article that was as good as being 
there – OK, almost. It started out like this:

Barclay Tagg eased his weight against the front rail of his box – the third 
he sat in at the near-empty Belmont Park Saturday afternoon – and fixed his 
eyes to the infield screen while the minutes ticked down to post for the 152nd 
Belmont Stakes.

Robin Smullen, Tagg’s longtime assistant and partner, pinned her binoculars 
to her face while she leaned back in her seat.

If they weren’t dressed for the races or if an NBC cameraman wasn’t stand-
ing just out of the line of sight recording the scene it wouldn’t be a stretch to 
think the scene was cut from a typical morning at the racetrack.

Read the rest here.

Law wasn’t the only staffer filing a Belmont story on Sunday as Joe Clan-
cy wrote a column about crossing paths with Tagg at Laurel Park in the 
1980s. Tagg rode a steeplechaser for Joe Clancy Sr. in 1971, and saddled a 
horse at Laurel for Jr. and Sr. in 1984. The Belmont column kicked off with:

In 1984, my dad sent me (and a van driver) to run a weird, gawky horse 
named Family at Laurel Park while my dad went somewhere else to run a differ-
ent (probably less weird and gawky) horse. Dad said he’d get somebody to sad-
dle Family, since back then you needed an assistant trainer’s or trainer’s license 
to tack up a runner in the paddock. No problem. The van driver drove, I did the 
rest – including my first application of rundown bandages for a race. In the 
paddock with Family, I looked for our would-be saddler and saw no one I knew. 
There was a valet, me, the van driver, the horse and an annoyed paddock judge.

Right about the time he starting really letting me have it for being unpre-
pared and potentially holding up the race, he spotted Barclay Tagg leaning on 
the railing outside the paddock.

“Barclay, can you tack up a horse?”
“Sure, I guess so.”
“Hey, whose horse is this?”
“Clancy.”
“Oh ----, I was supposed to tack up this horse.”

Read the rest here.

The Special at the Belmont

Tod Marks
Juan Barajas Saldana and Robin Smullen lead in Belmont winner Tiz The Law 
and Manny Franco.

Facebook, yelp, Instagram, Tri-
pAdvisor

https://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/news/5902-tiz-quiet
https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/opinions/by-joe-clancy/5904-talking-tagg
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BY JOE CLANCY
The last Saturday of June will have to do.
Traditionally sharing (or allowing itself to share) 

the first Saturday of May with another famous 
Thoroughbred race, the Virginia Gold Cup race 
meet goes to the post today as part of a delayed and 
depleted 2020 National Steeplechase Association 
spring calendar.

The Gold Cup, at Great Meadow in The Plains, 
Va., follows Middleburg Spring, which ran two 
weeks ago, with a 10-race card filled to the top 
with horses. An even 100 horses are in the bod-
ies of the Gold Cup’s races, with a dozen more on 
the also-eligible lists. Post time is 12:30 p.m. and, 
like Middleburg, the Gold Cup will be run with-
out spectators or owners. The races will be broad-
cast via livestream through the NSA website. The 
show, co-hosted by The Special’s Joe Clancy, starts 
at 12:15.

The handicappers from The 2020 Special and 
Thisishorseracing.com give it another go this week. 
At Middleburg, Joe (Galway Kid, Storm Team, In-
vocation) and Sean (Moscato, Zoom Zoom Zoe, 
Storm Team) had three winners each while Tom 
singled with Storm Team. 

First race. $20,000 maiden hurdle at 2 1/8 miles. Maiden 
fields are capped at 10, and this one will hit that with 14 signed 
up. Scratch Francois, which means Drapers Guild draws in. 
Gold Shield and Lemonade Thursday bring the flat form. Emer-
ald Rocket (eight placings in nine tries) brings the most jump 
form. Ignore the chart comment, French Light did not finish 
well last time. He looked like a winner until trying to pull him-
self up in the final stages at Middleburg. Potential winners all 
over the place.

Joe: French Light, Lemonade Thursday, Emerald Rocket.
Sean: French Light, Emerald Rocket, Lemonade Thursday.
Tom: Deposit, French Light, Lemonade Thursday.

Second race. $20,000 maiden hurdle at 2 1/8 miles. More 
maidens, but that’s the deepest division and also a key to filling 
races at Saratoga. Lonely Weekend was second at Middleburg. 
Quick Toss looked good last fall. Richard Valentine won with a 
first-timer at Middleburg and has Mr. Bridger here. You’re No 
Better has been third three times. Wide open though every-
body lands on Lonely Weekend. He keeps getting closer and is 
obvious, but he needs to deliver.

Joe: Lonely Weekend, Quick Toss, You’re No Better.
Sean: Lonely Weekend, You’re No Better, Quick Toss.
Tom: Lonely Weekend, Pony Up, Western Crusader.  

Third race. $20,000 Steeplethon cross-country at 3 miles. 
They jump everything here and it’s a rematch as five of the nine 
exit Middleburg’s Alfred Hunt. Invocation won there, but gets 
another 3 furlongs, trickier jumping assignments and more 
of a galloping course today. Dapper Dan won this in the fall. 
Mercoeur will be tough as usual and newcomer The Holy One 
might appreciate the change from hurdle stakes.

Joe: Dapper Dan, Invocation, Mercoeur.
Sean: Dapper Dan, Invocation, Mercoeur.
Tom: Invocation, Peppay Le Pugh, Mercoeur.

Fourth race. $25,000 handicap hurdle (125 rating and lower) 
going 2 1/8 miles. Solid group here. Family Tree and Must See 
The Doc give away loads of experience, but might be the most 
talented of the group. A son of Galileo, the former clobbered 
maidens at Aiken and thumped allowance horses at Callaway 
last fall. The latter is a 4-year-old, so gets a four-pound weight 

concession from his rating. He’s won three of five (with two 
seconds) over hurdles. Mutasaawy looked plenty ready off the 
bench with a good flat prep at Middleburg. No Wunder is tough 
if he gets some pace in front of him. Zanzi Win can win if he 
repeats his Far Hills effort. Skydiving won over the course in 
October. Fun race.

Joe: Family Tree, Must See The Doc, Skydiving.
Sean: Family Tree, Maccabee, Zanzi Win. 
Tom: Must See The Doc, Family Tree, Hepcat.

Fifth race. $35,000 David Semmes Memorial hurdle stakes 
going 2 1/8 miles. Another strong group including 2019 nov-
ice champion Snap Decision, course winners Balance The Bud-
get and Gibralfaro, sharp Middleburg flat winner Chief Justice 
and novice stakes winner Redicean. Iranistan comes out of a 
fourth in the Temple Gwathmey at Middleburg. Winner Massa-
got returns after missing 2019. Scorpiancer will scratch. Chief 
Justice is overdue for an American win and perhaps he’s accli-
mated now, but he’s 0-for-2 against Snap Decision. Joe went 
that way just because the others went with Snap Decision, who 
is difficult to get past even though he makes first start in open 
company.

Joe: Chief Justice, Snap Decision, Gibralfaro.
Sean: Snap Decision, Gibralfaro, Redicean.
Tom: Snap Decision, Iranistan, Gibralfaro.

VIRGINIA GOLD CUP PREVIEW

Gold 
Mining
Jumpers get another  
chance to go in 2020

Continued On Page 31 

Tod Marks
A winner at Middleburg, Andi’amu looks to repeat his Gold Cup win from 2019.

Watch Gold Cup live stream

http://nsa.network.video/
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Sixth race. $40,000 Virginia Gold Cup timber stakes going 
4 miles. Timber horses still going in late June? Such is life 
in a pandemic. Andi’amu, Doc Cebu, Codrington College, Su-
per Saturday and Schoodic return from Middleburg – and go 
three-quarters of a mile farther. Andi’amu won this last year 
and seems to get better with distance. The Leslie Young trainee 
also has enough gears to outkick others in the stretch. Clearly 
the horse to beat with a gaudy 6-for-7 mark since switching to 
timber and cross-country races in 2018. Doc Cebu will ben-
efit from the Middleburg race, his first in more than a year. 
Schoodic was flat at Middleburg. If you were actually betting, 
Storm Team would be great value off one timber start (a maid-
en win at Middleburg). If he handles the trip, look out.

Joe: Andi’amu, Storm Team, Doc Cebu.
Sean: Doc Cebu, Andi’amu, Schoodic.
Tom: Andi’amu, Doc Cebu, Storm Team.

Seventh race. $20,000 maiden hurdle for 4-year-olds going 
2 1/8 miles. Ten more maidens. Twenty Years On, Another 
Try, Yankee Doodle Boy, Fast Car and West Newton have some 
experience. The rest are first-timers. Buttonwood Farm and 
trainer Jonathan Sheppard unveil two with Irish point-to-point 
connections (via trainer Mary Doyle) in Baltimore Bucko and 
Leading The Light. Sheppard’s Another Try has been second 
twice, including to easy winner Critical Data at Middleburg. 
Mojave is a rare Washington-bred steeplechaser, with a 2019 
win at Emerald Downs. 

Joe: Twenty Years On, Baltimore Bucko, Leading The Light.
Sean: Another Try, Twenty Years On, Baltimore Bucko.
Tom: Fast Car, Another Try, Twenty Years On.

Eighth race. $20,000 handicap hurdle (115 rating and low-
er going 2 1/8 miles. Thirteen sign up for this. Four-year-old 
Global Freedom ran two solid races here last year, after winning 
in Ireland last summer. He gets a four-pound weight reduction 
for his age too. Gaye Breeze’s efforts at Saratoga last summer 
and Great Meadow last fall would serve him well. Court Ruler 
thumped maiden claimers in his only start and is dangerous. 
Go Get The Basil is good at this level, and Undisclosed will be 
better for the run at Middleburg. Solid race, and good example 
of the handicap system at work.

Joe: Global Freedom, Gaye Breeze, Court Ruler.
Sean: Global Freedom, Gaye Breeze, Undisclosed.
Tom: Global Freedom, Go Get The Basil, Inverness.

Ninth race. $10,000 waiver maiden claiming hurdle going 2 
1/8 miles. Ten more maidens square off here. Be Somebody 
has had nine tries, one a distant second to Hyperlapse at Mid-
dleburg. Nobody else has more than three starts. Tricked Up 
once cost $500,000 (you can claim him for $10,000). Road To 
Oz wins the pedigree game (Quality Road-Miz Magician, Miz-
zen Mast), makes jump debut for trainer Mark Beecher and can 
use the claiming waiver. 

Joe: Road To Oz, Milliner, Be Somebody.
Sean: Road To Oz, Shark Du Berlais, Vincent Van Gogo.
Tom: Shark Du Berlais, Be Somebody, Road To Oz.

10th race. $10,000 waiver maiden claiming hurdle going 2 
1/8 miles. The finale of a long day. Line them up and let them 
go. More experience here as just one rookie makes the field of 
10. Bobby The Boss and Bold Escape were third at Middleburg. 
Ten-year-old (wow) Street Cry gelding Elmutahid is in with a 
chance if he repeats Aiken effort from last fall.

Joe: Mr. Haire, Bobby The Boss, Elmutahid.
Sean: Flushed, Bobby The Boss, Bold Escape.
Tom: Bobby The Boss, Flushed, Bold Escape. 

Gold Cup –
 Continued from page 30

Tod Marks
Chief Justice rolled in a flat prep at Middleburg.

https://www.wasabistables.com/
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Editor’s Note: This was created for the lives-
tream broadcast of Saturday’s Virginia Gold Cup 
steeplechase meet at nsa.network.video starting at 
12:15 p.m. We hope it makes the cut.

Hang around horse racing long enough and you 
will hear old-timers say, after some inspirational on-
track performance or another, “They don’t make 
horses like that anymore.” The statement is a cliché, 
hyperbole, exaggeration and wrong – nobody really 
“makes” horses. They’re born. Nature is in charge, 
not man.

Although – when you consider the feats of timber 
horse Saluter – perhaps the old-timers are right. Be-
cause there will never be another horse like Saluter.

He won the Virginia Gold Cup, the 4-mile timber 
stakes on today’s card at Great Meadow, six years 
in a row. From 1994 through 1999, over 24 miles 
and 138 fences, nobody was better than Saluter. At 
Great Meadow, on the first Saturday in May, he was 
Bill Russell, Rocky Marciano, Michael Phelps, the 
UCLA men’s basketball team . . . the greatest of all-
time.

That last bit can be debated, this is sports after 
all, but no timber horse in history won more  races, 
earned more money or captured more hearts than 
Saluter. The Virginia Gold Cup will be run for the 
95th time today, and no other horse has won it more 
than three times. That was Leeds Don in 1965, 66 
and 67. For almost 30 years, he was the yardstick. 
Now, Saluter stands alone. And he doubled Leeds 
Don. 

Foaled in Virginia in 1989, Saluter was intended 
to race on the flat at Laurel Park, Pimlico, maybe 
the big time like Belmont Park or Saratoga. Never 
let it be said that he didn’t have his chance. Racing 
for legendary trainers Sidney Watters Jr. and Dick-
ie Small, Saluter made seven flat starts in the early 
1990s. He won once, at Philadelphia Park in 1992, 
but was otherwise a non-factor. Small, who didn’t 

normally do such things, even tried Saluter over 
hurdles twice in 1993. It did not go well.

Ultimately, the big, long-winded gelding found 
his way to the barn of Tom Voss and then to his 
neighbor Jack Fisher who paid Small $2,500 on the 
premise that maybe Saluter would make somebody, 
“a nice foxhunter.”

And the Chevelle was a nice muscle car.
Three months after finishing last in a 2-mile turf 

race at Laurel, Saluter shipped to the Avon meet in 
upstate New York for his timber debut. Matched 
up against far-more seasoned rivals, the 4-year-old 
Saluter won – and added two more wins to close 
1993. The next year, he won three more races, in-
cluding his first Gold Cup, and was crowned the 
NSA’s timber champion the first of four times. Salut-

er’s 1995 season may never be duplicated as he won 
five in a row – including a second Gold Cup, this 
one a 20-length laugher in course-record time – and 
finished with six wins in seven starts and $96,889 
in earnings. 

Though he never repeated that 1995 season, Sa-
luter kept on winning – twice in 1996, capped by 
another Gold Cup. In 1997, he went international 
– taking the Gold Cup and England’s Marlborough 
Cup to claim a $100,000 bonus as the first and only 
World Timber Champion. 

In 1998, he won his fifth Gold Cup to retire the 
race’s Stanley Cup-sized trophy for owners Ann and 
Henry Stern – and became a celebrity – complete 
with a mini Saluter stuffed animal. To this day, there 
are legions of Virginia Gold Cup fans who can name 
one racehorse. Saluter. 

In 1999, he added a sixth Gold Cup and two oth-
er wins, the last of which came in Montpelier’s Vir-
ginia Hunt Cup to set a record for lifetime timber 
victories with 21. No active horse has more than 
eight.   

Saluter’s Gold Cup streak ended in 2000, when 
he finished third. The 11-year-old made five starts 
that year and finished second or third in all, but that 
wasn’t Saluter – not the Saluter everyone knew any-
way – and he was retired to Fisher’s farm. There 
he spent the next 17 years as a pampered, spoiled, 
typically fat and dirty legend. Fisher turned out to 
be right as Saluter did indeed go foxhunting – after 
more than a half-million dollars earned as a race-
horse. He’d take dips in the farm pond, roll in the 
mud, eat all the grass he wanted and dare people to 
guess who he was. 

In 2007, Great Meadow honored Saluter with a 
bronze by artist Alexa King. The sculpture fittingly 
stands in the winner’s circle. 

Saluter died in 2017, an old man of 28.
No, they don’t make horses like Saluter anymore. 

But they made one, and that was enough.

theoutsiderail SaluterBY JOE CLANCY

Sarah Libbey Greenhalgh
Virginia Gold Cup hero Saluter and Jack Fisher win in 1998.
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Aug. 6, 2012. The Outside Rail. By Joe Clancy. Sophie

They called her Sophie. She was round and soft and big and 
slow. Sophie, like maybe your aunt or your Labrador Re-
triever. Nice, friendly, calm. Bake cookies or fetch a tennis 
ball for you if she could. Then she grew up. 

Trainer Barclay Tagg put his hands on the saddle stand at the end 
of his shedrow in his tree-shaded barn on the main track at Sarato-
ga Saturday morning and went back in time about a one-of-a-kind 
Thoroughbred he had the privilege to know. Sophie the docile baby 
became Ruffian the freakishly fast racehorse.

At the Camden Training Center in South Carolina, in 1974, 
Ruffian was one of the bunch in trainer Frank Whiteley’s string of 2-year-
olds and other horses cranking up for the season. Tagg, by then a reformed 
steeplechase jockey and hope-to-be trainer, rode the daughter of Reviewer and 
the Native Dancer mare Shenanigans in some of her earliest work there. They 
galloped on the training track or frequently on the nearby polo fields; Tagg 
split the mount with local legend Squeaky Truesdale.

Thoroughbreds go to Camden for the climate, but the place can get cool 
enough on a winter morning to force horsemen to change plans.

“Whiteley used to make us go out in the polo field if the track was frozen,” 
Tagg said. “It sounds funny, but that training track would freeze sometimes 
and we’d take them over to the polo field. It had real long grass that just laid 
over so it was nice and soft.”

Tagg and the other riders would do figure-eights on the young horses in the 
long grass. For 15 minutes or more, they’d turn left and right, cross, circle, 
switch leads, put in their work – and learn. Ruffian took her place in line.

“This big old fat thing can’t keep up,” Tagg would think at the start of those 
sessions. By the end, he was thinking differently.

“When the rest of them were pulling themselves up and walking, she just 
kept going around there,” he said. “Everything was easy for her. Everything.”

Officially dark bay/brown but looking black, the filly was not easy on rid-
ers. 

“She was strong, she was really strong,” said Tagg. “Squeaky and I galloped 
her all winter of her 2-year-old year. He was same size I was, we were the big 
guys. Little people couldn’t hold her.”

When the stable went north, Whiteley used the lighter Yates Kennedy on the 
filly, who continued to build a reputation for budding ability despite the train-
er’s conservative approach. Ever the individualist horseman, he didn’t bother 
to have hind shoes put on Ruffian until the day before her first race in May 
at Belmont Park. “Hold that horse for the blacksmith,” Whiteley barked one 
morning.

Tagg obliged, grabbed the shank and watched as Elmer Campbell shod the 
stable starlet all the way around in less than 15 minutes. Trimming, rasping, 

2020 Hindsight
Founded in 2001, The Saratoga Special has covered plenty of great hors-

es and people and we’ll bring you some highlights during our 20th season. 
Last week, we dug up some gems from Barclay Tagg’s first go-round 

with the Triple Crown – when Funny Cide won the Kentucky Derby and 
the Preakness in 2003. We’re back with more from the trainer, who won 
the 2020 Belmont Stakes with Tiz The Law. The 2003 Belmont eluded 
Tagg, but the 2020 version was all his. He regularly tells us tales from his 
past – when he worked for Hall of Fame trainer Frank Whiteley (who 
won the 1967 Belmont with Damascus), rode steeplechase races or even 
when he ran track. They’re great insights into training, racing, people.

Joe Clancy wrote these in back-to-back editions in 2012.

IN CELEBRATION OF THE SARATOGA SPECIAL’S 20TH SEASON

nailing, clinching, bap-bap-bap-bap, all of it. 
The blacksmith worked almost as fast as the horse.

“I hope they don’t fall off when she comes out of the gate,” Tagg told 
Whiteley.

They didn’t. Ruffian won that first start, a 5 1/2-furlong maiden, by leading 
at every call and coasting home 15 lengths to the good of nine others. Sent off 
at better than 4-1, she paid for her share of drinks at Esposito’s or wherever 
the gang went back then.

Ruffian built on that success, winning four more races, including Saratoga’s 
Grade 1 Spinaway, that year. A hairline fracture in a hind pastern cost her 
an autumn campaign, but she easily won champion 2-year-old filly honors. 
Tagg only spent a year with Whiteley, so missed the up-close parts of Ruffian’s 
3-year-old campaign. She went to Camden again, and picked up where she left 
off as a juvenile. She won an allowance at Aqueduct in mid-April, won the 
Comely, swept the New York Filly Triple Crown (the last step the Coaching 
Club American Oaks at a grueling 1 1/2 miles). Tagg kept watch from afar, and 
marveled as Ruffian improved to 10-for-10 in her career.

“Whiteley would give (Jacinto) Vasquez a leg up and say ‘Don’t get her hurt 
and don’t get her beat,’ ” Tagg said. “She was amazing. I don’t think she was 
ever headed after two strides out of the gate.”

Then came the end. Ruffian and Kentucky Derby winner Foolish Pleasure 
were the stars of the 3-year-old division and plans for a match race came to be 
for Belmont Park at 1 1/4 miles and with a $350,000 purse. The race wasn’t 
Whiteley’s style, probably wasn’t Leroy Jolley’s either, but on July 6, 1975 it 
happened – in front of 50,000 fans and live television coverage. Of course, 
Ruffian broke down after a quarter-mile, leaving Foolish Pleasure to gallop on 
alone. Like the shooting of John F. Kennedy, the moment holds with anyone 
in racing. 

But I’d prefer to just think about Sophie.
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Aug. 7, 2012. Talking Legend: Memory of Hall of 
Famer Whiteley stirs conversation. By Joe Clancy. 

He trained Damascus, Tom Rolfe, Forego, Ruffi-
an and other horses great and not-so in a career that 
lasted nearly 50 years. Along the way, he trained 
people including fellow Hall of Famer Shug Mc-
Gaughey, Barclay Tagg, Kip Elser and more. Leg-
endary trainer Frank Whiteley died in 2008 at 93, 
but he still comes to mind whenever anyone thinks 
of old-school horsemen. 

Last week, Tagg talked about his former boss. 
The conversation centered on a handful of stories. 
They were funny, poignant, biting and included just 
enough profanity to know they were real.

Genius? OK, maybe not
On a Wednesday, Whiteley won a race with 

Yankee Law, a decent filly who could run a little 
bit. Off the victory, he entered her in a race against 
champion Chris Evert three days later. A former 
steeplechase jockey, Tagg had trained a few winners 
but wanted to learn and get the feel of a big outfit. 
He questioned Whiteley’s decision.

“Jesus Christ Frank, you’re going to run her back 
in three days? Against Chris Evert? Man that’s a big 
step for her. She just ran on Wednesday.”

Whiteley, who made his words count, barked, 
“I know.”

Chris Evert beat Yankee Law up and down the 
racetrack that Saturday and Tagg, being young and 
not knowing any better asked Whiteley what he 
thought.

“I learnt somethin’,” Whitely shot back.
“What’s that, Frank?” Tagg asked.
“I learnt not to (mess) with Chris Evert with 

Yankee Law.”
Tagg laughed at the memory.
“It wasn’t like him, that’s why I questioned it. I 

was still pretty green, but me and my big mouth, I 
kept talking. He would always say that in this busi-
ness you’re either a genius or an (idiot).”

The Mighty Forego
Whiteley took over the training of champion 

Forego in 1976, and kept the old warrior going – 

Horse of the Year in 1976 with six wins, a second 
and a third in eight starts; champion older male in 
1977 with another four wins and two seconds in 
seven starts. With Whiteley, the powerful bay fin-
ished in the top three in 13 consecutive races – the 
streak ending under 136 pounds on a sloppy track 
in the 1977 Whitney.

Forego raced until age 8, battling chronic is-
sues with his ankles and other infirmities. Whiteley 
would scoff at the modern care racehorses receive 
today. He swore by the simple benefits of hosing 
the old horse for hours every day. Whiteley would 
dispatch the groom, in Tagg’s version simply “old 
Ben,” and the horse for twice-daily sessions under 
the cold water.

“Old Forego is standing outside the barn, Barn 
10 at Belmont, and he’s standing in a hole this 
deep,” said Tagg. “All you can see is his knees and 
old Ben is hosing him. Frank picks up the horse’s 
leg and his ankle looks like it’s going to burst.”

Tagg was floored and asked his boss another 
simple question, “Frank, what do you do for it?”

Whitely turned the question to old Ben, “How 

much do you hose that horse, Ben?”
“Hour-and-a-half in the morning, hour-and-a-

half in the afternoon, Mr. Whiteley, hour-and-a-half 
in the morning, hour-and-a-half in the afternoon.”

As Whiteley put it, “Ice costs money.”
On another occasion, after one of Forego’s clas-

sic wins, Tagg and Whiteley were watching old Ben 
hose the old horse and Whiteley took a deep, phil-
osophical breath.

“I did something I never did in my life, Barclay.”
“What’s that, Frank?”
“Gave that old (so-and-so) a shot of Bute.”
Tagg spent a year working for Whiteley, watched 

him for decades. The Hall of Famer didn’t have 
much use for needles, veterinarians, anything other 
than pure horsemanship.

“Before the race? Frank, you can’t do that.” 
“Hell no,” Whiteley retorted. “After the race. I 

wanted to make him comfortable. I felt sorry for 
him.”

Forego was a champion that year too. 
Continued On Page 35 
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Nuisances
Whiteley put the rasc in irascible and saved his 

best stuff for veterinarians, reporters, jock’s agents 
and the like. Anybody who wanted something from 
Whiteley could probably count on a hard time at 
some point. 

Veterinarians were frequent targets and Tagg 
asked him why once.

“When I was a little kid I bought a pony from 
this guy. I walked to the place, took me two hours 
to walk to his farm. I rode the pony home and he 
was lame the next day and lame ever since.”

Tagg asked a simple question, “What’s that got 
to do with the veterinarian Frank?”

Whiteley replied, “Them (so-and-sos) couldn’t 
do nothing for him. I never had much use for them 
after that.”

Reporters were next on the pecking order, and 
frequently drew Whiteley’s ire. The trainer famous-
ly answered a question about the sleeping habits 
of Damascus before the Kentucky Derby with, 
“How the hell would I know? I ain’t never slept 
with him.” At Pimlico one year, Whiteley chased 
a team of writers away from the Preakness barn 
before they ever got there.

“Who is he yelling at?” was all Tagg could think 
at the time. “I don’t even see anybody.”

The reporters, 50 yards away, went the other di-
rection.

In reality, Whiteley was gruff. He did not waste 
time. He appreciated effort and hard work. He 
taught people like Tagg without really teaching 
them. They soaked up his knowledge, his work eth-
ic, his care. Some anyway. Whiteley worked with 
veterinarian Dr. Jimmy Prendergast in New York 
for years. He also spoke candidly with some racing 
writers and could tell great tales. 

“Listen, the people he liked it didn’t matter if they 

were a vet or a reporter or a jock’s agent or whatev-
er,” Tagg said. “If he liked you, you were OK.”

Walking Away
In 1984, Whiteley retired to Camden, S.C. Re-

tired early, Tagg thought. 
Then based in Maryland, Tagg would ship into 

Whiteley’s barn to run at Belmont. Whiteley was 
older, but not that old and could seemingly train 
forever – until he said he wasn’t going to do it any-
more.

“Ah, I’m retiring,” the legend said.
“Why the hell would you retire?” Tagg replied. 

“Woody Stephens and Charlie Whittingham are 
still going strong. You could too.”

“I don’t like the way they do things now.”
That was all Whiteley would say about it. He 

retired to small town Camden, home to the training 
center, the twice-a-year steeplechase meets, break-
fast at the Colony Inn. 

Tagg thinks Whiteley was talking about his 
way of training, his way of life and how they were 
changing.

“He was a natural at it, and I think he could see 
it changing,” Tagg said of Whiteley and training. “I 
don’t think he wanted a conglomerate stable. I read 
a book on Sunny Jim Fitzsimmons, his life story. 
He had a big stable, one of the best in the country. 
He ran a horse in the Derby and he finished fourth. 
He just said to the boys ‘well, let’s go back to the 
barn. We’ve got 29 more waiting for us back there.’ 
That’s the way Frank was.”

Best Of –
 Continued from page 34
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Think back to high school or college. No, 
no, no, not the fun part. The part when 
you’re sitting in a warm classroom at the 
end of the spring semester and about to 

start an exam you feel fairly well prepared to take.
Now, imagine taking that same test and knowing 

you’re not going to pass after the first question. 
That’s the feeling I had Tuesday, three days after 

trekking back and forth from the most bizarre day 
at the races anyone could ever remember. 

“Have you been in a high-risk area for corona-
virus in the last 14 days?” said the friendly masked 
lady behind the plexiglass in the lobby of Saratoga 
Hospital Medical Group’s primary care facility in 
Wilton, where a routine physical scheduled a year 
earlier awaited. 

She stopped typing and looked up when she 
heard, “Actually, yes. I was in Nassau County on 
Long Island Saturday for the Belmont Stakes.”

Her first reaction wasn’t completely expected. 
“Wow, that must have been something to be there 

for the Saratoga horse winning,” she said, referring 
of course to the for-the-most-part locally owned Tiz 
The Law, before transitioning back to the expected 
queries about social distancing and mask wearing, 
symptoms of any kind or known exposure to coro-
navirus in the last two weeks. 

Thankfully all those answers checked out and 
while she waited to hear from my doctor and her 
team – about whether it was safe to wait in the lob-
by for my appointment or go back to my car in the 
parking lot (it wound up being the latter) – we got 
back to the business at hand. 

No doubt it was “something” to be there for the 
152nd Belmont Stakes that will go in history for ev-
erything it was and everything it wasn’t. 

We know what it was. It was Tiz The Law hand-
ily dispatching his nine opponents to win the short-
ened opening jewel of the Triple Crown. What it 
wasn’t was a day like any other at the races I’ve ex-

perienced from growing up in Saratoga and sneak-
ing through the old kitchen by the paddock to being 
invited by a friend and now Hall of Fame trainer to 
fly with him and a Hall of Fame jockey to witness 
the second jewel of the Canadian Triple Crown, and 
just about everything in between.

Nothing about the 2020 Belmont resembled any 
of the other 58 Triple Crown races I’ve been fortu-
nate to attend. That goes without saying, with most 
activities these days barely noticeable compared to 
when things were “normal” and before the corona-
virus pandemic locked down the world. 

Thankfully the opportunity was presented for 
The Special to attend and cover the Belmont. We 
didn’t draw straws, but it wound up being my gig 
and 2020 was my 25th Belmont. Wow, that’s a lot. 
No wonder that physical seemed important. 

Belmont Week since 2013 typically consists of 
a few nights on Long Island, mornings in the barn 
area, a few days at the races, dinner and beers a few 
times with my man Greg Charkoudian and a first 
half-energized and second half-tired drive home af-
ter the main event. 

Belmont Week 2020 consisted of a “virtual” 
Fasig-Tipton Stable Tour visit with Todd Pletch-
er Tuesday, overseeing the first Saratoga Stryders 
group workout of the year at the Saratoga Spa State 
Park Wednesday and writing and editing our third 
edition of The 2020 Special Thursday and Friday. 

The most common question during the the week 
seemed to be, “Are you going to the Belmont?”

The answer was always yes, but how could any-
one not have some hesitation? 

“Don’t feel like you have to go,” Joe said more 
than once. 

Not feeling obligated but definitely curious, off I 
went Saturday morning after a 6-mile run through 
the Spa Park. Following a familiar routine – down 
on the Taconic and back on the Thruway – I pulled 
into the only gate open at Belmont Park a little after 
1 p.m. The only holdup after barely any traffic on 
the Throgs Neck Bridge and Cross Island Parkway 
came at the entrance gate, where they checked ev-
eryone’s temperature and provided a bright yellow 
wristband signifying you were cleared for entry. 

Throughout the day people texted and called, ask-
ing, “Are you at Belmont? What’s it like down there?” 

Lost for words to describe the scene the first few 
hours – while races were run and small celebrations 
at a safe distance went on in the winner’s circle – fi-
nally a description arrived. 

Quiet and empty, Belmont Day felt like morn-
ing training, with just a smattering of people in the 
clubhouse boxes, hotwalkers and grooms on the 
apron and eerie silence broken occasionally when a 
race was run and horses flew past the stand. 

No rolled up programs popped against a gam-
bler’s thigh, no Jamaicans ribbing the jockeys, no 
retirees, weekend warriors or wannabe wise guys 
and no tourists in searsuckers or floppy hats smok-
ing cigars.

By the end of the card the right horses won, in-
cluding the New York-bred trained by a team uni-
versally respected for their craft and horsemanship.

What about the trip back you ask? 
Never smoother, never easier. Only one slowdown 

heading to the George Washington Bridge – of course 
– and home by 10 after one stop in New Jersey to 
see my sister and her kids from a safe social distance. 
That left me 36 hours until my exam, which I’m for-
tunate to report earned a passing grade.

Weird Worldinthepaddock
BY TOM LAW

Tod Marks

https://radwanbrown.com/
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“Miles, turn on channel 9705.”
“What?”
“Turn on 9705. Watch the turf race at Belmont.”
“Why?”
“Because I need you to pick out a nice-looking 

horse.”
“What kind of horse?”
“One that looks like a baseball player, a short-

stop or a second baseman…”
“What kind of horse, Dad?”
“A baseball player, athletic, well-balanced, light 

on his feet…”
Miles turns off MLB Network, puts down The 

Fellowship of the Ring, his third book of the week, 
as the turf horses mingle behind the gate. I can hear 
John Imbriale count down the minutes to post time. 
And then I can’t. 

Miles takes over the call. 
“A third baseman, that’s what I’m going for…I 

like 5. I can’t see 1, well they only showed half of 
him. He’s the favorite. The 5 is the only one I’ve 
seen more than half of, I’m looking at half of 1, the 
top half, it’s hard to judge just by the top half. 

“Now they’re in the gate. They’re off. I do like 
number 1. Now that I see him. He’s nice. He’s third. 
Now, number 1 is fading. Number 5 is moving. 
Number 6 is moving. I can’t see much of them, 
there’s a big bush in the way. Number 3 could win. 
Number 5 is getting closer. They are about the same 
place now. Number 5 is gaining. A little bit. A little 
bit. Or maybe not.”

“Number 1 is going to win it. Yup, number 1 is 
going to win. That’s a nice horse, number 1. And 
Irad was riding him which helps. Number 6 was 
nice too, I think. The one who finished second was 
nice, number 2, yeah, number 2, he could really 
stretch out. Number 2 really stretched out. Number 
2 ran in a very efficient way, but I liked number 1 
better because he’s a prettier horse and has a better 
build. Number 2 stretches out especially far…”

“Thanks, Miles. Good work.”
It was an easy task. Number 2 was Gauguin, 

a German-bred turf router, who could be George 
Brett. 

Number 5 was Personal Time, a 5-year-old Jan-
ney/Phipps homebred, full-brother to Derby winner 
Orb. He’s Ken Griffey Jr. 

Number 1 was Good Governance, a 4-year-old 
son of Kingman. He could be Brooks Robinson. 
The British-bred colt was making his first start since 
finishing second in the Saranac at Saratoga last sum-
mer. 

We were there then. We aren’t now. 
Life at home. Working from home. 
I have taken over the guest bedroom downstairs, 

moving out of the guest bedroom/office upstairs. 
More space and more distance from Miles’ bed-
room, where he had been doing Zoom school for 
the final two months of the year. Adjacent offices 
worked for a bit, until he had Zoom gym class while 
I was trying to pry out an interview with Richard 
Mandella. I moved downstairs that afternoon. 

It’s nothing like an office, it looks more like an 
interior decorator and a turf writer ran into each 
other, dropped what they were doing and went their 
separate ways. Pastel colors. Toile curtains. Mono-
grammed sheets. Laptop. Backpack. Bound editions 
of The Special. 

This is not our Saratoga office in the old feed 
store, next to Fasig-Tipton, on East Avenue.  The 
view is decent, horses, but old retirees, Linda’s Blue-
berry, Border Agent and Three Steps Ahead instead 
of turf workers ripping past the quarter pole on the 
Oklahoma. I time this trio in coughs and yawns. 

No snacks stacked on folding tables. No water 
cooler. No navy blazers on hangers. No picture of 
Allen Jerkens walking up the stretch after the Prior-
ess, his final Grade 1. No fans walking home from 

the races and looking for a cold IPA. No Tom Law 
in the corner, no interns strewn across the main of-
fice and no Joe working from the next desk over. 

There is something comforting to hear your peers 
clacking on keys, then hesitating when the sparks 
won’t ignite, walking around in circles, getting 
another cup of tea, another handful of trail mix, 
wishing for a word, then bleeding out a sentence, 
then two, three, four, until they have a grip of what 
they’re trying to say. 

That won’t happen this year. The reality of Sara-
toga, or the lack of Saratoga, has hit me in the past 
few days. The Saratoga Special will be published 
from afar, we’ll do the best we can, but it won’t be 
the same. 

Today and I guess for the rest of the summer, 
Miles is my only coworker, in the den, next door. 
Ravenous about books, baseball, Bob Dylan and 
The Beatles, he finished his earlier project, a sum-
mer writing assignment and clicked on the TV, auto-
matically switching from 9705, now on the seventh 
race from Belmont Park, to MLB Network where 
commentators dream up things to talk about as they 
struggle to salvage some kind of season.

“Dad, all-time best lineup. Yankees. Go.”
“Catcher, Yogi Berra…first base, Lou Gehrig…

second base, Willie Randolph…”
“Dad, Tony Lazzeri…”  
We compare the merits of Randolph, Lazzeri, 

Robinson Cano, Joe Gordon and a couple of guys 
who sounded more like New York horse trainers 
than New York Yankees. 

I lose any debate when it comes to baseball, 
whether it’s the all-time best lineups for the Mon-
treal Expos, the Birmingham Black Barons or the 
New York Yankees. 

We go with Lazzeri and move onto shortstop. 
Jeter, of course. 

Home Office  cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY
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The Big Picture
 with the Keeneland Library

Regret Only. Honored with a stakes in her name today at Churchill Downs, Regret was the first filly to win the 
Kentucky Derby (1915, winner’s circle with Joe Notter). In the lower photo, Regret (4) lost Aqueduct’s 1917 Brook-

lyn Handicap by a nose to stablemate Borrow while giving away five pounds. Owned and bred by Harry Payne 
Whitney and trained by James Rowe Sr., Regret won nine of 11 starts and is a member of racing’s Hall of Fame.  
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