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 Entries
Six papers down, six more to bring you. Where did the spring season go? We hope Fair Hill was kind to you and put a few 
extra dollars in your pocket to amp up your bankroll for the flat tracks this summer. Guelph added the one missing piece 
of hardware to her mantle, taking the Valentine in fine fashion, and wrapping up a big spring for Tom Voss and Xavier 
Aizpuru. As for the eventing side of things, like many we were blown away by the loss of Theodore O’Connor.

What’s Happening and Where To Find It

PageS 5-7

Pushing Forward, Back
Recapping the action this spring and looking ahead to Colonial Downs. Train-
ers and jockeys give us personal highlights while throwing out a few names 
to watch. Plus, an update on the injury front as well and when you can expect 
to see your favorite jockeys back in the saddle.
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Mirror Image
In a repeat performance of Nashville, Guelph led her rivals on a merry chase 
around the Fair Hill course, taking the Valentine in dominant fashion. Xavier 
Aizpuru left little doubt who the best jockey was this spring, booting home 
three hurdle winners to close the first half of the season.
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A Legend Passes
All-star steeplechase horse Highland Bud passes away at 23. Writer/photog-
rapher Barbara Livingston chronicles his life and the special bond he formed 
with Betsy Wells.
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Keeping Score
Colorado steeplechase fan Cathy Fowler sets the pace through May in the 
fantasy stable game.
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Eventing News
Horse (Pony) of the Year Theodore O’Connor leaves a legacy of accom-
plishments, broken hearts.
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IN THIS ISSUE
The Keswick
Horse Show
Benefiting Habitat
 Houses

 Price upon request.

NEW OFFERING

REDUCED PRICE

Little England - c. 1716 historic Georgian home is one of the coun-
try’s best preserved colonial plantation homes. Property is bounded by York 
River and Sarah’s Creek providing docking for a large yacht. Surrounding 
land is mostly pasture with one acre freshwater pond. �e fourteen rooms 
showcase some of the finest examples of colonial paneling and woodwork in 
Virginia. $8,250,000

Chancellor’s Rock - Featured twice in Architectural Digest, Chancel-
lor’s Rock is a sophisticated and elegantly understated 446 acre estate in the 
tradition of  Virginia’s Hunt Country. Remarkable natural setting. Every 
expected amenity and is the perfect country retreat. $10,750,000

Old Keswick - c. 1736. 550+ acre horse property with board fencing through-
out is one of the premier estates in Keswick. For the past 6 decades, the farm 
has been well known for breeding and raising some of the finest �oroughbred 
horses in the industry. �e manor has 11 ft ceilings and original woodwork as 
well as graciously proportioned rooms (including 7 bdrms.) Extensive horse fa-
cilities (36 stalls), several cottages, summer kitchen and pool complex. �is is a 
rare opportunity to purchase one of the finest estates in Virginia.    $13,500,000
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KESWICK LIFE

IN THIS ISSUE
The Keswick
Horse Show
Benefiting Habitat
 Houses

 Price upon request.

NEW OFFERING

REDUCED PRICE

Greenwood - Historic Orange Co. equestrian estate dating to c. 1800. 
House sits on 111 rolling acres of productive pasture with some hardwoods. 
Well built 9-stall center aisle stable with large office/apt., full bath  & board 
fencing makes this a prime horse property. Dependencies include guest  
cottage, smokehouse and summer kitchen. 5 min. to Orange, 35 min. to 
Charlottesville. Property on National Register. $1,950,000

Homestead Farm - �is circa 1800 clapboard house has been com-
pletely renovated and a large wing added in 1999. �e addition was master-
fully constructed to match the original house. 173 acres situated in both 
Albemarle and Louisa Counties and within the Keswick Hunt Territory.

$3,200,000

Wareham Farm - 60 acres on the banks of the Ware River with brick  
manor home meticulously crafted and reminiscent of Jefferson’s Monticello. 
�e home’s situation offers striking water views and features a pillared portico 
at the front and columned loggia to the back. Dependencies include caretaker’s 
cottage, 5 stall stable, pier w/pavilion & boat lift (6’ MLW), freshwater pond, 
impressive formal gardens designed by Francois Goiffinet. $8,950,000
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Valentine Memory
Joy Slater, granddaughter of Miles and Joy Valentine, presents 

the trophy for the Valentine Memorial at Fair Hill each year. 
The race has been run under a variety of definitions – novice 

stakes, open stakes and now a filly/mare stakes – but it more im-
portantly serves as a link to steeplechasing’s past. The Valentines 
campaigned such stalwart steeplechasers as Cancottage, Lucky 
Boy, Jacasaba, High Patches, Deux Coup and Down First among 
others. Guelph, this year’s Valentine Memorial winner, would have 
looked good in the Valentine silks (pink, cerise hearts).

“She would wish she had her, that’s for sure,” said Slater, of 
her late grandmother’s opinion of the gallant mare. “It’s really fun 
to see a horse like her do well.”

Further connecting to the past, Guelph’s owner Betty Merck 
was Slater’s pony-club leader in New Jersey.

Take A Number
2: Times Nippy the Jack Russell Terrier – “Nippy!” – threw up 
in Todd McKenna’s car on the trip from Unionville to the Fair Hill 
Races.

0: Jack Russells McKenna thought he had in his car when he left 
for Fair Hill.

10: Jump races won in May by jockey Xavier Aizpuru – at least 
one at every stop except Winterthur.

9: Jump races won in May by trainer Tom Voss – at least one at 
every stop except Winterthur.

134 3/4: Combined margin of victory of trainer Kathy 
McKenna’s five winners this spring. Four were by a score or more; 
the narrowest decision was a 5 1/4-length squeaker at Aiken.

515,075: Dollars earned by the optimum (highest possible 
earnings) Pick 6 stable to date.

389,372: Dollars earned by the current Pick 6 leader.

Worth Repeating
“Rolling Rock made Saratoga look boring.”

Mimi Voss, on steeplechasing’s past fall place to be. 
The Rolling Rock Races last ran in 1983.

“Fools rush in where angels fear to venture.”
Owner Betty Merck, who made her own tailgate spot 

adjacent to the paddock at Fair Hill

“I’ll be there tomorrow.”
Jockey Brooks Durkee, 

who sported a Delray Beach (Fla.) T-shirt at Fair Hill

“I now know that PEB got Jack Fisher’s ankles just right.”
Mary Guessford, comparing the yearbook cover cartoon to the 

trainer (who wore shorts at the Peoplechase May 31)

“Well, we never actually made it to the race part.”
Former flat jockey Mike McCarthy, on an ill-fated ride aboard 

McDynamo at Delaware Park several years ago; 
the future steeplechase champion 

threw McCarthy before they made it to the starting gate.
 

More on McDynamo
Hall of Fame trainer Jonathan Sheppard did some research 

on his relationship with three-time champion steeplechaser 
McDynamo before a retirement ceremony last week and came up 
with a gem.

Sheppard never won a race in which McDynamo started. 
Sounds strange, but the 10 races the horse didn’t win went to 
Anofferucantrefuse (trained by Tom Voss), Sharp Face (Jack Fish-
er), Hirapour (Doug Fout, twice), Sur La Tete (Neil Morris, twice), 
Paradise’s Boss (Fisher), Preemptive Strike (Paul Rowland) and 
Good Night Shirt (Fisher, twice). 

“I looked through all my old steeplechase yearbooks and we 
never did beat him,” Sheppard said. “I never started a horse to 
finish in front of him, and any efforts I tried were futile.”

Until the end. Sheppard-trained runners finished in front of 
McDynamo exactly once – in the champion’s final start. Three 
Carat and Sovereign Duty checked in second and third in the 2007 
Colonial Cup – with McDynamo sixth.

FOR STARTERS
News and Notes 
from around the circuit

Tod Marks
Trainer Fenneka Bentley and Chislehurst.

Fenneka Bentley left work Friday, May 23, like countless oth-
ers in Cecil County – eagerly awaiting Saturday’s Fair Hill Races. 
But while many of the 15,000 racegoers were busy hitting the 
mutuel windows, Bentley was preoccupied with saddling Gil 
Johnston’s Chislehurst in the fifth. Chislehurst rewarded backers 
and Bentley alike, paying punters $30.20 to win and giving his 
trainer her first NSA score since going out on her own.

A veterinary technician for Equine Veterinary Care at the Fair 
Hill Training Center, Bentley served as an assistant to trainer 
Ricky Hendriks before deciding to take the plunge in the fall of 
2006.

“After being with Ricky for five years I just decided it was 
time,” she said. “I love horses and I need to be hands-on, so I 
started playing around at Fair Hill a little bit and a few people sent 
me some horses and it’s worked out great.”

One of the horses she received was Johnston’s Chislehurst, a 
6-year-old gelded son of Cape Town trained on the flat by Walter 
Bindner. Bentley started conditioning Chislehurst late last year, 
though the seeds were sewn long before, thanks in part to her 
husband, two-time champion jockey Dave Bentley.

“Dave started riding for Gil in 2005, his last year, and he said 
to her, ‘If you ever want, please send us a horse,’ ” Bentley said. 

“So Gil sent us Chislehurst last December. We started schooling 
him and teaching him to jump and he took to it very well.”

A runner-up at Marlborough Point-to-Point, Chislehurst made 
his NSA hurdle debut at Middleburg April 19 in a $25,000 maiden; 
he tired badly after leading early, checking in seventh, beaten 26 
1/4 lengths. Bentley regrouped, put two 5-furlong breezes into 
Chislehurst over Fair Hill’s Tapeta training surface, and pointed 
across the street.

“He was coming into the race good and was training well, but 
to be honest we were just hoping for a placing,” Bentley said. 
“He’s a bit strong, he still is, and he didn’t make the whole dis-
tance at Middleburg, so we were just hoping to improve.”

Though aiming just to hit the circle, Bentley fired a bull’s eye 
in the $15,000 maiden. Chislehurst settled on the lead for Willie 
Dowling and tenaciously held off favored News Flash by a neck. 
Bentley has four horses under her care, including Lenape Lou, 
second earlier on the card in a training flat race. Still, Chislehurst 
provided her with something special.

“It was a great feeling to win one at home, so to speak,” she 
said. “Winning my first race, and having it occur at Fair Hill, that’s 
really special and something I’ll always remember.”

– Brian Nadeau

Bentley enjoys hometown win

HEY BABY. Owner/trainer Linda Klein sent this photo of a re-
cent foal by Waquoit out of Voxten Angel. The mare raced over 
fences for Klein and the foal was produced from a free season to 
Waquoit won by Klein’s champion mare Orchid Princess.
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New Listing—East Vincent Trimbles Ford—Pocopson Township 
At Trimbles Ford, in the historic 
Brandywine Valley, Generals 
Washington and Howe battled in 
1777. Today, Trimbles Ford in 
Pocopson Township is an 
exclusive development of five 
estates, ranging from 10-38 
acres.  Just two lots remain! 
 
Restore the Historically certified 
farmhouse, or build new in this 
private valley. Both available lots 
offer gently rolling hills, open 
meadows, frontage along the 
Brandywine and unparalleled 
protected views. Just 10 minutes 
to West Chester and 20 minutes 
to Wilmington, in the award-
winning Unionville-Chadds Ford 
School District. MLS #5318162 
and 5319210.  Please contact 
Bunny Meister for additional 
information on this unique land 
offering.  

Whitegate—Spectacular Equestrian 
Property with every imaginable amenity 
for both you & your horses! The home is 
steeped in luxury and comfort, with 
upgraded materials and finishes in every 
room. Not to mention the breathtaking 
views from the porches & windows! 
Dramatic two-story foyer and family 
room, with an airy, open feel. 5 bedrooms, 
including a sumptuous master suite and 
separate au pair suite on the first floor 
complete with its own kitchen, living room 
and separate entrance. 
 
Each of the 4-stalls in the spacious barn 
has a fan, swing-out feeders, & hay drop 
from the 2nd level. Nelson waterers, 
heated wash & tack rooms, 90x180 lighted 

dressage ring with all-weather footing. Pastures 
feature no-maintenance electric fencing & 
numerous gates. This well-located farm is just 
minutes from Route 100 & the PA Turnpike. 
MLS #5324994. Please call Bill Cochrane for a 
personalized tour of this wonderful 8-acre 
estate.

By Brian Nadeau
From afar, the spring highlights stuck 

out like a sumo wrestler at a salad bar – 
Good Night Shirt showed he was intent 
on defending his title at Atlanta and 
Nashville, Jonathan Sheppard remind-
ed us why he’s the master at Keeneland, 
and Be Certain made sure there would 
be no 4-year-old jinx at Radnor.

But what caught the eye of those right 
in the middle of the action? The Times 
looked back with a few of the spring sea-
son’s main players while peeking ahead at 
the upcoming Colonial Downs schedule 
(six Sunday jump races, two each June 
15, June 29 and July 13) and beyond.

• Tom Voss leads all trainers at the 
turn with a dozen wins, and the four-time 
champion’s success mirrors his three-year 
run from 2000 to 2002, featuring quality 
over quantity. His 12 victories this spring 
came from only 38 starters – close to a 
32-percent clip, with a remarkable 55 
percent involved in the exacta. Showing 
no favorites, Voss posed with 10 horses, 
winning with maidens, novices, distaff-
ers and claimers.

Novice runners Planets Aligned and 
Be Certain led the way, each taking a leg 
of the Steeplechase Triple Crown, while 
Guelph pitched in with a pair of filly/
mare stakes scores.

“The spring as a whole went well, 
though I’m not sure there was any one 
highlight. If anything, I was just happy 
to see all the horses come to hand and 
run like we thought they would. We 
were fortunate to have good riders all 
the way through and that always helps 
too,” Voss said. “Planets Aligned is do-
ing good and he’ll go in the A.P. Smith-
wick at Saratoga. He showed last year 
he likes that track and that’s the next 
step for him, as he’s no longer a nov-
ice. I haven’t talked to the owners of Be 
Certain, so I’m not sure if he’ll run at 
Saratoga or if we will wait for the fall 
with him. The same goes for Guelph, 
we aren’t sure what we’re going to do 
with her yet.”

Voss holds a strong hand for the 
summer program at Colonial, with Fair 
Hill runner-up News Flash likely to be 
a heavy favorite when he surfaces in a 
maiden hurdle at the Virginia track.

“News Flash, Fogcutter and Clas-

sic Move will go in the maiden races at 
Colonial,” Voss said. “We’ll run some 
allowance horses as well, though right 
now I’m not really sure who will fit 
there and who will fit at Saratoga. Gig-
ger will probably run at Colonial and 
some of the others we might wait on.”

• Jack Fisher sits second with 10 
spring scores, including a pair of Grade I 
victories by Good Night Shirt. Fisher, 
who also took down the world’s rich-
est timber race with Bubble Economy 
and upset the Radnor Hunt Cup with 
Monte Bianco, leads all trainers with 
$355,100 in earnings.

“We had a great spring and winning 
the Georgia Cup and the Iroquois with 
Good Night Shirt was great,” Fisher 
said. “I thought seeing (claimer) Duke 
Of Earl at Radnor, looking like Big 
Brown with Xav (jockey Xavier Aizpu-
ru) looking back at the finish line, was 
pretty cool too.”

Good Night Shirt has proven a more-
than-capable successor to McDynamo 
this season. Now 7, Sonny Via’s Eclipse 
Award winner ran his Grade I victory 
total to five with wins at Atlanta and 
Nashville. The $150,000 earned this 

Tod Marks
Temple Gwathmey winner Planets Aligned helped fuel a strong spring season for trainer Tom Voss.

Halfway Home
spring wrapup | summer preview

Voss shows the way as trainers 
aim for the summer racing season

See trainers page 6 
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season put him sixth on the all-time list at $598,973. 
Currently enjoying his customary summer vacation, 
Good Night Shirt will return to action this fall, follow-
ing a familiar path with the hope of securing another 
championship.

“We’ll look to keep Good Night Shirt on the same 
schedule as last year and start off in the Lonesome 
Glory at Belmont in September, then head to Far Hills 
and finish up in the Colonial Cup,” Fisher said. “He’s 
doing great right now. He’s out in the field just being 
a horse, getting a little break, and we’ll get him back 
going for the fall.”

Though his stable star is on sabbatical, the defend-
ing training champ plans to be active throughout the 
Colonial meet. Last season Fisher took an optional 
claimer with Duke Of Earl and he should be well rep-
resented this summer as well. 

“Sound Blaster will head to the $50,000 Zeke Fer-
guson (July 13) and Duke Of Earl, Quem Se Atreve and 
Mark The Shark will also run in the open division,” 
Fisher said. “Delta Park, Seeking No More, Seer and 
Hourigan will head to the maiden races.”

• Sanna Hendriks won 18 races from just 69 start-
ers in 2007 and the two-time champion is on pace to 
better that mark this year. Tied with Fisher at 10 wins, 
she counts stakes scores from Preemptive Strike and 
the ill-fated Imagina.

“I’m a bit surprised I’m right in the thick of it, but 
we’ve had some horses step up and we’re looking for-
ward to the fall. Obviously it was very sad to lose Ima-
gina, but winning the Carolina Cup with her was a 
definite highlight of the spring,” Hendriks said. “I was 
also very happy to get a win with Preemptive Strike 
in the Imperial Cup. It was frustrating with him last 

year, he had some good seconds but just didn’t get it 
done, so to win one was great. He’s on the way back 
and I think you’ll see him this fall. We’re getting ready 
to put some shoes back on him and get him jogging 
again, so we’re excited about that.”

Hendriks won’t be as active as some of the other lead-
ing trainers this summer, though she will point Radnor 
runner-up Nat Grew and Beech Cay, fourth at Nash-
ville before disappointing at Radnor, to maiden races.

“Nat Grew and Beech Cay will run over the summer,” 
Hendriks said. “I really have no idea why Beech Cay ran 
so bad at Radnor but he’s doing well and I’ll try to get 
him going again at Colonial.”

• Jonathan Sheppard parlayed his six wins into 
$318,197 in earnings, second only to Fisher. The Hall 
of Fame trainer dominated one of the biggest prizes on 
the calendar, Keeneland’s $160,125 Royal Chase, by 
sweeping the exacta with Sovereign Duty and Sweet 
Shani. While Sheppard’s resume includes 23 training 
titles, 950 NSA victories and a plethora of Grade I 
wins over hurdles and on the flat, this year’s Royal 
Chase ranks near the top of his list.

“Winning the stakes at Keeneland was not only 
the highlight of the spring but it was one of the high-
lights of my career as well,” Sheppard said. “Being at 
Keeneland and the history of the race and of Keenel-
and itself, it was very special.”

With a light summer schedule for stakes horses, 
Sheppard noted the majority of his better runners 
(with the exception of Sovereign Duty, who is pointed 
to Saratoga) are on “cruise control” until the fall. 

Sheppard won three of the eight jump races at Co-
lonial last summer, including the Grade III Ferguson 
with Moneytrain. While the German-bred won’t be 
back to defend his title, Sheppard will be represented 
by Dr. Bloomer, who broke his maiden at Colonial last 
summer and took the Grade III Marcellus Frost on the 
Iroquois undercard this May. Sheppard plans on send-
ing a few maidens to Virginia as well.

“We’ll run two or three maidens at Colonial, 
though I don’t have too many of them. Eat Em Alive 
and Decisive Play, who ran at High Hope, will go 
down there,” Sheppard said. “I also have Terpsi-
chorean who ran second to another horse of mine, 
PromiseI’llbehome, in the ARCA race at High Hope. 
The winner had won an allowance race on the flat so 
it was a good effort by Terpsichorean. I have a new 
owner, John Sullivan out of Connecticut, and I got 
this horse from Barclay Tagg earlier in the year. He 
didn’t win for Barclay but we schooled him a little bit 
and he did quite well so I think he could prove to be 
a useful horse over hurdles.”

• Kathy McKenna spent the spring season “liv-
ing the dream” to the tune of five wins and will have 
Sword Of Dubai (third earlier this year at Great 
Meadow to Run The Light and Dynaski) and Wave 
Warrior pointed to maiden races, while the venerable 
Sheriff Dillon and newly acquired In Pursuit Of Love 
will test open company.

• Virginia-based Doug Fout won a pair of races at 
Colonial in 2007 and Magic Maker, Coupe De Ville, 
Native Run and the filly World Away could all see ac-
tion in maiden races. 

Allowance runners could include Diego Cao and 
Dark Equation, both winners at Colonial last summer, 
as well as Discreet Charmer, Sussex County and G’day 
G’day, who broke his maiden at the New Kent track 
during April’s Strawberry Hill meet. 

Fout also has Wheels Up At Noon, an impressive 
training-flat winner at Fair Hill who merits respect 
should he show up in a Colonial turf race or a maiden 
hurdle. The 4-year-old son of Outflanker won four 
times on the flat last year and knocked heads against 
3-year-old turf stars such Nobiz Like Shobiz and Red 
Giant en route to earning $97,240. 

Another Fair Hill flat winner, High Action, brings 
loads of back class if he turns to steeplechasing.

 

Manny Gelagotis
mgelagotis@bigpond.com

011 61 403377764

       
GW
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Tod Marks photo

spring wrapup | summer preview

Trainers –
 Continued from page 5
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spring wrapup | summer preview

By Brian Nadeau
Xavier Aizpuru’s hat trick at Fair Hill 

gave him 12 wins for the spring season 
and a three-win lead over Jody Petty, 
who is recuperating from a broken arm 
suffered in a fall at Radnor. 

With Petty’s return date still in lim-
bo and Aizpuru’s next closest pursuer 
at six wins, the Englishman sits in an 
enviable position as the summer ap-
proaches. Last year, en route to his first 
riding title, Aizpuru used the racetracks 
as a launching pad to his championship, 
picking up four wins at Saratoga and 
Philadelphia Park. 

Aizpuru admits things could fall into 
place again, though he enters this sum-
mer with a different perspective.

“My spring has finished up really 
strong and it sets me up for the sum-
mer kind of like last year. It feels a little 
bit like last year, but I was a whole lot 
more tense about things last year, trying 
to be leading rider,” Aizpuru said. “This 
year I’m going to try my hardest, but 
I’m more relaxed about it. I’m just very 
grateful to be riding good horses in the 
right races for the right trainers.”

With six victories this spring, Willie 
Dowling sits third and has already sur-
passed his total for all of last year, when 
he booted home five winners. While 
Dowling has made his name as Good 
Night Shirt’s regular pilot, the Irish-
man has shown he’s more than capable 
if given the opportunity. This spring, he 
scored scored a pair of timber victories 
with Allimac – an open race at Middle-
burg over past champions Miles Ahead 
and Irish Prince followed by a romp in 
the Mason Houghland at Nashville.

“It’s really been a great spring, es-
pecially winning two Grade Is. The 
Iroquois was the main goal and now 
we’ll look to the Breeders’ Cup as the 
next big goal. And then to ride Allimac 
to victory over Miles Ahead and Irish 
Prince was really special,” Dowling 
said. “I came into this year riding with 
more confidence and it’s helped me a 
lot. Riding over timber has really helped 
me as a rider too, it’s taught me that you 
can’t leave it up to the horse and just be 
a passenger out there; you’ve got to help 
them out.”

While Aizpuru made it through the 
spring unscathed and in career form, the 
same can’t be said for Petty and Padge 
Whelan, who suffered injuries during 
the latter half of the spring season. Even 
Dowling had a scare, with a chipped 
shoulder that will not require surgery as 
the result of a fall at Fair Hill.

The timing was particularly bad for 
Whelan, as the Irishman was just begin-
ning to hit his best stride in the States. 
Riding for Tom Voss, the jockey broke 
his ankle when Motel Affair unseated 
him at Great Meadow May 3. In his ab-
sence, the Voss barn turned hotter than 
an attic in August, winning eight races, 
many with horses Whelan figured to 
be aboard. For Whelan, a return to the 
races can’t come quick enough.

“I’m mad-eager to get back, that’s 
for sure. Seeing how well Mr. Voss’ 

horses have been running and getting 
off to the start I did, I’m really looking 
forward to getting back,” Whelan said. 
“I broke my ankle on both sides and it’s 
still pretty sore, so plans are on hold a 
little bit right now. I just got back on my 
first few sets (the last week of May) so 
we’ll see how it comes along and take it 
from there.”

Whelan had won four races from just 
13 mounts, including the Grade II Tem-
ple Gwathmey at Middleburg aboard 
Planets Aligned and a maiden score with 
Gigger, his first ride in the United States.

“I was enjoying things and every-
thing was working out great prior to 
my injury,” Whelan said. “Riding a 
winner with my first mount was a thrill 
and winning on Planets Aligned in the 
stakes at Middleburg would be the one 
I enjoyed the most.”

Petty was also enjoying a stellar 
spring, riding primarily for Hendriks, 
but the 2005 champion suffered a bro-
ken right arm in the fall that claimed 
star mare Imagina at Radnor. 

While he won’t make Colonial, Petty 
is optimistic he’ll be back well before 
autumn.

“I just got my 10-day sutures out and 
they put another cast on me. I’ll go back 
in 10 days and get that off, which will 
allow me to bend my elbow,” Petty said. 

“I asked the doctor if I would be able 
to ride at Colonial on June 15 and he 
looked at me and asked ‘Are you seri-
ous?’ So, needless to say, it was a pretty 
bad break, but I am making progress 
and getting better. I don’t see any reason 
why I wouldn’t be back for Saratoga.”

The injury and the loss of Imagina 
put a damper on an otherwise success-
ful spring for Petty. 

While Imagina’s memory will not be 
forgotten, the jockey did take two posi-
tives from Radnor, the return to form 
of Rainiero and Irish Prince, who have 
the veteran eagerly awaiting a return to 
the saddle.

“It’s a shame because I had such a 
good spring. There was obviously some 
good and some bad. I still shake my 
head about what happened to Imagina. 
I know that can be part of the game, but 
she was just an amazing, amazing horse 
and it’s really sad,” Petty said. “On the 
bright side Rainiero did win that day 
and I still really believe in that horse. 
I’m excited about him in the second half 
of the year. And I know Irish Prince only 
finished third that day, but he seems to 
be rounding back into form and back to 
his old self, so I’m pretty excited about 
him this fall as well.”

A Repeat?

Tod Marks
Defending NSA jockey champion Xavier Aizpuru and trainer Tom Voss made a good combination this 
spring and lead their respective divisions at the break.

2007 champ 
Aizpuru takes 
over jockey race

“I asked the doctor if I would be able to ride 
at Colonial June 15 and he looked at me 

and asked ‘Are you serious?’ ” Jockey Jody  Petty
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GO TO 
THE WHIP!

GO TO 
THE WHIP!

Open 11:00am ~ midnight | Closed Tuesday
1383 North Chatham Road | West Marlborough, Pennsylvania 19320 | 610.383.0600

w w w. t h e w h i p t a v e r n . c o m

The Whip is a traditional English pub voted Best English Pub 
in Philadelphia Magazine, Best English Pub in 

County Lines Magazine and selected “Best of Everything” 
by The Kennett Paper. Classic pub fare and a bit of American 

nosh as well. A fine selection of beers and ales, too.

Best English Pub

{enjoy our new patio, now open!}

Beresford Gallery
Sporting Art & Accessories of the Country Life

Beresfordgallery.com

Historic Unionville, PA (near Kennett Square)

610-347-1247

“Final Stretch” by Hubert de Watrigant – Oil on Cork
Showing at Beresford Gallery � rough the End of August

2008 NSA Summer 
Racing Schedule

Colonial Downs 
www.colonialdowns.com

Sunday, June 15........................ • $15,000 Maiden hurdle
	 • $20,000 Optional claiming hurdle 
	   (NW $14,000 once OTC or 3YO, or run for $20,000)
 
Sunday, June 29........................ • $15,000 Maiden hurdle
	 • $20,000 Optional claiming hurdle 
	   (NW $12,000 once OTC or 3YO, or run for $20,000)
 

Philadelphia Park 
www.philadelphiapark.com

Sunday, July 6............................ • $25,000 Sport of Kings maiden hurdle
	 • $30,000 Optional claiming hurdle 
	   (NW2OTMCS or 3YO, or run for $30,000)
 

Colonial Downs 
www.colonialdowns.com

Sunday, July 13.......................... • $15,000 Maiden hurdle
	 • $50,000 Zeke Ferguson Memorial Stakes (Gr. III)
 

Saratoga Jump Start 
Sunday, July 20.......................... • $25,000 Sport of Kings maiden hurdle
	 • $25,000 Sport of Queens filly & mare hurdle
	 • $25,000 Sport of Kings maiden hurdle
	 • $25,000 Sport of Kings claiming hurdle
	 • Training Flat (Saratoga steeplechase-eligible horses)
 

Saratoga
www.nyra.com

Thursday, July 24....................... • $68,000 Optional claiming hurdle
	   (NW1OTMCS or filly, or run for $30,000)
 
 Thursday, July 31...................... • $70,000 Jonathan Kiser Novice Hurdle Stakes 
	   (NW prior to Jan. 1)

Thursday, August 7.................... • $80,000 A.P. Smithwick Memorial Stakes (Gr. II)

Thursday, August 14.................. • $68,000 Optional claiming hurdle
	   (NW1OTMCS or filly, or run for $30,000)
 
 Thursday, August 21................. • $70,000 Michael G. Walsh Novice Hurdle Stakes 
	   (NW prior to Jan. 1)
 

Philadelphia Park
www.philadelphiapark.com

Saturday, August 23................... • $75,000 Flatterer Hurdle Stakes (Pennsylvania-breds)
 

Saratoga
www.nyra.com

Wednesday, August 27.............. • $70,000 Optional claiming hurdle
	   (NW2OTMCS or filly, or run for $40,000)
 
Thursday, August 28.................. • $150,000 New York Turf Writers Cup Stakes (Gr. I)

MidAtlantic Horse Rescue
Rescued from slaughter!!!!
Healthy, sound, young thoroughbreds for adoption. Our horses are 
ONLY here because they were not making money at the track! All 
horses are carefully evaluated before being placed. Safety and suit-
ability are of the utmost importance. We do transfer ownership and 
adopt anywhere there is a good home.

Since September, 2002 we have placed over 300 TB’s in new careers 
as eventers, show horses, dressage, and pleasure mounts.

Sneaky Love 
Black bay TB m., 16.0h, 5 yrs. Good 
mover, sensible, sound, ready for a 

new career!

Call us for your next star-- 
                               Be part of the solution!!

www.MidAtlanticHorseRescue.org
P.O. Box 403, Chesapeake City, MD 21915  ·  302-376-7297

Division of Paws for Life, Inc., a 501c3 Non-Profit Organization
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Jockeys (Races Won)
	 Sts	 1st	 2nd	 3rd	 Money	 Win%
Xavier Aizpuru...........................35	 12	 6	 3	 $258,922	 .34
Jody Petty.................................31	 9	 6	 2	 175,200	 .29
Willie Dowling...........................24	 6	 3	 5	 265,500	 .25
Paddy Young.............................39	 5	 4	 4	 83,750	 .13
Carl Rafter.................................41	 5	 3	 10	 146,113	 .12
Matt McCarron..........................34	 5	 2	 3	 107,506	 .15
Danielle Hodsdon......................32	 4	 7	 4	 213,525	 .13
Will Haynes...............................11	 4	 4	 1	 58,650	 .36
Padge Whelan...........................13	 4	 2	 1	 113,250	 .31
Brooks Durkee..........................18	 4	 1	 6	 62,700	 .22

Trainers (Races Won)
	 Sts	 1st	 2nd	 3rd	 Money	 Win%
Tom Voss..................................38	 12	 9	 4	 $315,200	 .32
Sanna Hendriks.........................32	 10	 6	 3	 186,450	 .31
Jack Fisher................................42	 10	 2	 7	 355,100	 .24
Jonathan Sheppard...................34	 6	 10	 5	 318,197	 .18
Kathy McKenna.........................32	 5	 1	 9	 61,400	 .16
Doug Fout.................................54	 4	 3	 6	 99,906	 .07
Desmond Fogarty......................20	 4	 3	 5	 114,800	 .20
Bruce Miller...............................18	 4	 3	 2	 138,263	 .22
Mike Berryman..........................13	 4	 0	 2	 54,200	 .31
Lilith Boucher............................13	 3	 1	 3	 51,200	 .23

Owners (Money Won)
	 Sts	 1st	 2nd	 3rd	 Money	 Win%
Irv Naylor..................................28	 5	 4	 5	 $167,150	 .18
Calvin Houghland......................19	 4	 3	 4	 162,572	 .21
Sonny Via....................................2	 2	 0	 0	 150,000	 1.00
Augustin Stable.........................24	 8	 3	 3	 144,800	 .33
Hudson River Farm.....................2	 2	 0	 0	 114,075	 1.00
Sally Radcliffe.............................8	 1	 3	 2	 75,513	 .13
Kinross Farm.............................30	 2	 6	 4	 71,900	 .07
Arcadia Stable...........................12	 1	 0	 3	 68,750	 .08
Alnoff Stable...............................4	 2	 1	 0	 67,500	 .50
Bill Pape......................................9	 2	 3	 2	 66,050	 .22

Horses (Money Won)
	 Sts	 1st	 2nd	 3rd	 Money	 Win%
Good Night Shirt.........................2	 2	 0	 0	 $150,000	 1.00
Sovereign Duty...........................2	 2	 0	 0	 114,075	 1.00
Be Certain...................................4	 2	 1	 0	 67,500	 .50
Bubble Economy.........................4	 1	 0	 2	 66,500	 .25
Planets Aligned...........................2	 1	 1	 0	 58,500	 .50
Imagina.......................................3	 1	 1	 0	 58,500	 .33
Allimac........................................2	 2	 0	 0	 57,000	 1.00
Askim..........................................2	 1	 1	 0	 51,300	 .50
Guelph........................................2	 2	 0	 0	 48,000	 1.00
Sweet Shani................................2	 0	 1	 1	 43,822	 .00

NSA Standings
Top 10 through June 14

News from
the NSF

support your foundation!

The National Steeplechase Foundation is dedicated 
to the preservation and advancement of American 

steeplechasing through programs that promote safety, 
education, fairness, and the spirit of amateurism.

The National Steeplechase Foundation supports 
various initiatives to aid the growth of American steeplechase racing.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES – 2008
G. Robert Blanchard, Austin A. Brown, R. Reynolds Cowles Jr., DVM, 

Jack S. Griswold, Sanna N. Hendriks, Pierre Manigault, Irvin S. Naylor, 
Sarah Jeffords Radcliffe, Susan Sensor, Sam Slater, Henry F. Stern, James H. Whitner IV.

400 Fair Hill Drive, Elkton, MD  21921. Phone: (410) 392-0700. Fax: (410) 392-0706.
Website: www.nsfdn.org

For the second consecutive year, the National Steeplechase 
Foundation sent Barry Watson, National Steeplechase Asso-
ciation starter and safety advisor, to England for a fact-finding 
trip aimed at seeing what can be learned from British jump rac-
ing and what can be brought home for use in the United States. 
During his 10-day visit in December, Watson visited the San-
down, Warwick, Chepstow and Cheltenham race courses and 
talked to everyone from Jockey Club officials to fence build-
ers. He also spent time at the start during each racing day. In 
short, the trip proved valuable in many areas – course safety, 
course maintenance, starting procedures and the strengthen-
ing  of contacts with various English racing officials.

The fifth installment of Watson’s day-by-day report follows, and will appear in the next few 
Foundation advertising placements.

•  •  •
Dec. 15: I arrived at Cheltenham at 10:30 a.m. to walk the course with 

Richard Linley, the Jockey Club’s senior inspector of courses. The covers 
from the night before had just been removed. They had provided the insula-
tion from frost, and the grounds crew was well on its way to having the course 
prepared for the day’s event. Thousands of divots had been repaired, filled, 
and seeded by hand. Much of the race rail had been moved out to provide 
fresh ground for the day. Richard was pointing out many of the nuances of 
Cheltenham on the way around. His experience as a rider and senior inspec-
tor covers some 30 years. Again, we theorized on what can cause some of 
the more complicated problems that surface from time to time. For instance, 
there may be, for whatever reason, a rash of incidents on a particular part of 
a racecourse that prompts investigation and change. But the attention of the 
riders may come into play, as they take whatever steps necessary to insure 
safe passage in an area where there have been difficulties. Then time passes 
without incident, and then years later a similar problem resurfaces at the 
same location without explanation. Could it be that in some cases it may 
be awareness that is the determining factor? I’m not entirely certain, but I 
believe it does play a part. 

Eventually, we had a look at the second-to-last chase fence on the “old” 
course where Granit Jack had lost his life the month before. My first instinct 
was that it actually had a good-looking, slight-upgrade approach, and an 
innocuous landing area that wouldn’t create a problem. However, when you 
start adding all the variables – where the fence is located in relation to the 
wire, shadows or a slight inconsistency in the ground around the fence – 
it was clear that these factors create a situation were falls can occur. And 
although steeplechasing can be inherently dangerous from time to time, it is 
critical that everything is done to protect the well-being of horse and rider, as 
well as the integrity of our sport.

Richard and I went on to talk about other details regarding formulas for 
the number and types of fences to be jumped at a distance of 2 miles, then 
each additional quarter mile, that have become standardized in the rules of 
racing in England. They are written to incorporate the characteristics of a 
racecourse, and thereby, not written in stone. I have thought there is too much 
jumping on some of our racecourses, but it has been premature to address 
these concerns. The time may come to adjust the current regulations regard-
ing the amount of jumping over a 2-mile distance. In England, there are 12 
fences to be jumped in a 2-mile chase and six additional fences each subse-
quent mile there after, with at least one ditch per mile. There are eight hurdles 
to jump in a 2-mile hurdle race, plus one for every subsequent quarter mile.

Learning from the Experts

Tod Marks
Allimac helped owner Irv Naylor hit the top of the NSA standings.
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FAIR HILL, Md. – The Tom Voss 
Thoroughbred honor roll drips with 
classy names such as John’s Call, Quel 
Senor, Cookie, Wild Sir, Petroski, Wel-
ter Weight, Dreadnaught, Florida Law, 
Brigade Of Guards, Ironfist, Soaringov-
erseattle, Approaching Squall, Sam Sul-
livan, Lapseng, Teb’s Bend. . .

But the trainer does not toss around 
superlatives lightly, so listen when he 
brags on a horse.

“You watch her jump and it’s breath-
taking, breathtaking, just breathtak-
ing,” said Voss. “She’s a star. She gets 
passed over because she’s a filly, but 
she’s a real star.”

Moments earlier the subject of Voss’ 
superlatives, Guelph, won the $30,000 
Valentine Memorial Stakes for fillies 
and mares. Owned by The Fields Stable, 
the 7-year-old mare put on a clinic over 
the race’s 2 1/4 miles and 15 fences. She 
outran, outjumped – outstarred – six 
rivals to claim the only NSA filly/mare 
stakes she had yet to win.

Two weeks after finishing 1-2-3-4 
in the Margaret Henley at Nashville, 
Guelph, Jellyberry, Class Shadow and 
Dynaskill returned for the Valentine. As 
at Nashville, Guelph (Xavier Aizpuru) 

led from the start. This time, however, 
she had company as Jellyberry (Carl 
Rafter) pressed the pacesetter through-
out. Class Shadow (Richard Boucher) 
stalked in third among a tight pack. 
With a circuit remaining, Guelph led 
Jellyberry a length and they were 6 clear 
of the rest. 

Down the long Fair Hill backside, 
Guelph continued to try to shake off 
Jellyberry and eventually did so by the 
top of the stretch – when Class Shadow 
took her shot. Guelph jumped the final 
three fences like they were the first three 
and drew off to score by 2 1/2 lengths in 
4:22 3/5. Jellyberry stayed on for third. 
The winner paid a slim $3.60 as the 4-5 
favorite.

While not a runaway, Guelph makes 
good use of her front-running ability.

“Sometimes it looks like they’re let-
ting her get away, but in actual fact she 
was a lot more aggressive about the 
whole thing today – setting a good clip 
and jumping more aggressively,” said 
Aizpuru. “But that’s always a concern 
to me because she’s not very big and 
I don’t want her to use up too much 
energy early. She gave me all the big 
jumps in all the right places and every 
time they tried to come to her she was 
like ‘catch me if you can.’ ”

Champion novice and distaff jumper 
in 2005, Guelph won four races that 
year but settled for third behind Foot-
lights and Feeling So Pretty in the Valen-
tine (her first try against winners). She 
returned in 2006 for another crack at 
the spring stakes finale – this time as the 
even-money favorite. While getting sad-
dled, she flipped over and landed on her 
back. She seemed healthy despite the ac-
cident, but Voss (who wasn’t there) told 
assistant Todd Wyatt and jockey Cyril 
Murphy to have Guelph scratched if 
anything seemed amiss. The 160-pound 
highweight lost by a neck to Isla Mu-
jeres, who carried 21 fewer pounds. 

“She ran great – just got beat carry-
ing 160 pounds – so you couldn’t think 
anything was wrong with her,” said 
Voss. “The next day, it swelled up and 
we had it X-rayed. She fractured it in 
16 places.”

“It” was Guelph’s withers – the high 
point of a horse between the shoulder 
blades. The withers are important to 
conformation, jumping, saddle place-
ment and weight carrying. The injury 
caused her to miss the rest of 2006 and 
she didn’t return until last fall – when 
she lost all three starts. The losing ended 
in 2008 as Guelph shined at Nashville 
and dazzled at Fair Hill.

Bred by Voss’ wife, Mimi, and The 
Fields owner Betty Merck, Guelph im-
proved to 6-for-11 over fences and 
pushed her steeplechase bankroll to 
$143,650. Stakes victories have also 
come in the Crown Royal at Callaway 
Gardens, the Henley at Nashville, the 
Peapack at Far Hills and the Sport of 
Queens at the Colonial Cup.

“Come and get me,” Voss suggested 
as the mare’s opinion of herself. “You 
can try to jump with me, but look out 
baby, I’m a star.”

You said it.

Additional reporting by Brian Nadeau.

Tod Marks
Guelph (Xavier Aizpuru) commands the front in the Fair Hill feature, the $30,000 Valentine Memorial for fillies and mares.

Guelph completes trophy collection
with triumph in Valentine Memorial 

www.rjhracing.com
Instant results after each race from Hendriks Racing

U P  T O  2 5 %  D I S C O U N T  

O F F  T O S H I B A  D I R E C T  

L I S T  P R I C E .  

Visit Toshiba Affinity  

Program Web site  

ToshibaDirect.com/ntra-aff  

or call 800-405-3704 

(Program Code: EPNT). 

That’s the NTRA Advantage 

— getting you more from your 

membership.

ST0508

GET A FLAT  
SCREEN FOR  
A FLAT-OUT  
GREAT PRICE.

To learn more about  

other programs: 

c a l l  8 6 6 - 6 7 8 - 4 2 8 9  o r  
v i s i t  N T R A a d v a n t a g e . c o m

08-500-249 Toshiba_2.375x13.5_ST1   1 5/6/08   12:27:24 PM

Star Quality fair hill races
Saturday, May 24

BY joe clancy
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1st. Training flat. 7 furlongs.
1. Wheels Up At Noon	 L	 155	 McCarron	 3.60	 3.00	 3.20
2. Poplar Grove	 L	 152	 Read		  5.80	 4.20
3. Get To Steppin’	 L	 155	 Dowling			   4.60

Exacta (4-7) $12.00. Trifecta (4-7-1) $171.00
4. Country Cousin	 L	 155	 Rafter
5. Arch Hero		  140	 Hamilton
6. Green Pro	 L	 150	 Slater
7. Plymouth Rock	 L	 150	 Penman
8. Not For Love’s Boy	 L	 150	 Hodsdon
9. Ashley’s Paradise	 L	 150	 Trunzo
Mgn: 4. Time: 1:28. O: Eldon Farm Racing Stable. T: Doug Fout.
Dk. b./br. g. 4 Outflanker-Noontime Jet, Tri Jet.
Bred by Mr. & Mrs. William Rainbow (FL).

2nd. Training flat. 1 1/4 miles. Amateur jockeys.
1. High Action	 L	 165	 Durkee	 6.20	 4.20	 3.20
2. Highcrest	 L	 162	 Heeney		  22.40	 8.40
3. Game Face On	 L	 160	 Gillam			   3.40

Exacta (2-4) $168.00. Trifecta (2-4-1) $992.40. Double (4-2) $8.00
4. Witsand Bay	 L	 160	 Chalfin
5. General Skye	 L	 152	 Read
6. Sabotage	 L	 165	 Chubb
7. Green Velvet		  145	 O’Callaghan
8. Regally Hitched		  160	 Wyatt
*9. C R’s Deputy	 L	 165	 Penman
10. Somber		  155	 Williams
11. Harbour Gate	 L	 165	 Slater
*DQ from 2nd for interference with Regally Hitched.
Mgn: 2. Time: 2:16 2/5. O: Carl Barnes. T: Doug Fout.
Ch. g. 8 Theatrical (Ire)-Secret Imperatrice, Secretariat.
Bred by Harold Harrison (Ky).

3rd. Training flat. 7 furlongs.
1. Auction Watch	 L	 155	 Aizpuru	 4.20	 3.40	 3.20
2. Lenape Lou	 L	 150	 O’Callaghan		  6.00	 4.00
3. Big Sid’s Party	 L	 155	 Dowling			   4.20

Exacta (2-6) $41.20. Trifecta (2-6-7) $437.00
4. Where’s My Nurse	 L	 145	 McCarron
5. Make Wayfor Norman	 L	 140	 Gillam
6. Quiet Virginian	 L	 155	 Penman
7. Wave Warrior	 L	 150	 Rafter
8. Running In Reality	 L	 150	 Young
9. Cripple Creek	 L	 155	 Carter
10. The Manner Born		  145	 Hodsdon
Mgn: 5 1/2. Time: 1:30 3/5. O: Augustin Stable. T: Sanna Hendriks.
B. g. 5 Belong To Me-Tarika, Cozzene. Bred by George Strawbridge (PA).

4th. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2 1/4 miles. $10,000-$5,000 clm. price.
1. London Grove	 L	 152	 Aizpuru	 15.80	 6.20	 4.20
2. Bounding Cat	 L	 152	 Hodsdon		  5.00	 3.20
3. Justabud	 L	 149	 Carter			   3.40

Exacta (7-5) $55.20. Trifecta (7-5-9) $171.40
4. Tracy Arm	 L	 156	 Rafter
5. Prancing Cat	 L	 148	 Young
6. Hey Doctor	 L	 156	 Read
7. Frosty To Go		  156	 McWade
LR. Salute The News	 L	 156	 Durkee
PU. Dixie Cheer	 L	 151	 Madden
PU. Let’s Lindy	 L	 140	 Boucher
PU. Plum Brush	 L	 156	 Walsh
PU. Proper Card	 L	 152	 J. Murphy
Mgn: 3 1/4. Time: 4:28 1/5. O: Nina Gardner. T: Liz Merryman.
B. g. 6 Shadow Show-Rewarding Date, Squire. Bred by Nina Gardner (Pa).

5th. $15,000. Maiden hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
1. Chislehurst	 L	 154	 Dowling	 30.20	 15.80	 11.80
2. News Flash	 L	 142	 Aizpuru		  4.20	 3.20
3. Dubai Sunday (Jpn)	 L	 157	 McCormack			   8.00

Exacta (10-8) $127.40. Trifecta (10-8-2) $2,880.00
4. Pop The Pirate (NZ)	 L	 154	 Young
5. Zozimus	 L	 154	 Walsh
6. Expel	 L	 142	 J. Murphy
7. Questioning	 L	 154	 Rafter
8. Charismic American	 L	 154	 Hodsdon
F. Duck Hunt	 L	 144	 McVicar
F. Never Fear	 L	 154	 Read
F. Two Terms	 L	 159	 C. Miller
Mgn: Neck. Time: 4:31 2/5. O: Gil Johnston. T: Fenneka Bentley.
Dk. B./Br. g. 6 Cape Town-Clever Tish, Clever Trick. 
Bred by Cloyce Clark (Ky).

6th. $30,000. Sport Of Queens filly/mare hurdle stakes. 2 1/4 miles.
The Valentine Memorial

1. Guelph	 L	 144	 Aizpuru	 3.60	 3.20	 2.20
2. Class Shadow	 L	 140	 Boucher		  3.40	 2.60
3. Jellyberry	 L	 140	 Rafter			   2.20

Exacta (5-7) $11.20. Trifecta (5-7-2) $15.60
4. Dynaskill	 L	 141	 Young
5. Analyze		  140	 Hodsdon
6. Suntara	 L	 140	 McCarron
PU. Gypsy Beads		  140	 Gillam
PU. Leaves Of Autumn	 L	 142	 J. Murphy
Mgn: 2 1/2. Time: 4:22 3/5. O: The Fields Stable. T: Tom Voss.
Ch. m. 7 Sky Classic-Distant Drumroll, Eastern Echo. 
Bred by Mimi Voss (Md).

7th. $15,000. Clm. hurdle. 2 1/4 miles. $20,000-$15,000 clm. price.
1. Motel Affair	 L	 151	 Aizpuru	 3.60	 3.00	 2.20
2. Quem Se Atreve (Brz)	 L	 140	 Boucher		  8.40	 4.60
3. Sheriff Dillon	 L	 146	 Rafter			   3.20

Exacta (2-9) $85.20. Trifecta (2-9-3) $514.20
*4. Four Schools (Ire)		  146	 McWade
5. Gryffindor	 L	 159	 C. Miller
6. Thegooddieyoung	 L	 152	 Hodsdon
7. Humdinger	 L	 146	 Dowling
8. Sweep Domino (Chi)	 L	 140	 McCarron
PU. Silver Wheat	 L	 140	 J. Murphy
PU. Change Course	 L	 152	 Young
*Claimed for $20,000 by Jacqueline Ohrstrom.
Mgn: 3 1/2. Time: 4:19 3/5. O: Blackwood Stable. T: Tom Voss.
Dk. B./Br. g. 8 Colonial Affair-Motel Queen, Bates Motel.
Bred by Larry Bowen (KY).

8th. $10,000. Novice timber. 3 1/8 miles. NW over timber prior to 2008.
1. South Monarch	 L	 165	 Young	 3.00	 3.00	 2.40
2. Kilbreena (Ire)	 L	 160	 Slater		  4.20	 3.60
3. Class Crimson		  160	 Boucher			   4.80

Exacta (6-3) $15.40. Trifecta (6-3-8) $138.80. Double (2-6) $3.40
4. Floor Play	 L	 160	 Rafter
5. Irish LaddIe	 L	 160	 Walsh
6. Broom	 L	 160	 Curry
7. Beneficial Man (Ire)	 L	 160	 Durkee
*R. Jamaica Me Laugh	 L	 160	 C. Miller
F. Shiny Emblem	 L	 160	 Dowling
PU. Bulawayo	 L	 160	 McCarron
*-Refused to jump.
Mgn: 3 1/2. Time: 6:47. O: Augustin Stable. T: Sanna Hendriks.
Dk. B./Br. g. 6 Conquistador Cielo-Just A Bird, Storm Bird.
Bred by George Strawbridge (Canada).

Fair Hill Spring Races
Fair Hill, Md. Saturday, May 24. Turf: Firm.

To learn more about  

other programs: 

c a l l  8 6 6 - 6 7 8 - 4 2 8 9  o r  
v i s i t  N T R A a d v a n t a g e . c o m

S A V E  U P  T O  4 0 %  O F F 

T H E  L I S T  P R I C E  O N 

S H E R W I N - W I L L I A M S 

I N - S T O R E  P R O D U C T S.

 Take advantage of the  

savings by going to your local 

Sherwin-Williams store and  

using this cash account code.  

Your Preferred Customer 

number is 9061-3524-9.

ST0508

A MEMBERSHIP  
THAT COVERS  
YOU. IN THIS  
CASE, WITH  
PAINT.

08-500-248 CoversYou_2.375x13.5_1   1 5/6/08   12:28:45 PM

New training facility 

Undulating gallop with  
Attwood synthetic  
surface and new  
starting gate — 
located in the heart  
of Chester County, Pennsylvania.

For more information, contact Brian Malone at (610) 717-8718

Equivine Farm
competitive rates

MidAtlantic Horse Rescue

Rescued from slaughter!!!!
Healthy, sound, young thoroughbreds 
for adoption. Our horses are ONLY here 
because they were not making money at 
the track! All horses are carefully evaluated 
before being placed. Safety and suitability 
are of the utmost importance. We do trans-
fer ownership and adopt anywhere there is 
a good home.

Since September, 2002 we have placed 
over 300 TB’s in new careers as eventers, 
show horses, dressage, and pleasure 
mounts.Sneaky Love 

Black bay TB m., 16.0h, 5 yrs. 
Good mover, sensible, sound, 

ready for a new career!

Call us for your next star-- 
             Be part of the solution!!

www.MidAtlanticHorseRescue.org
P.O. Box 403, Chesapeake City, MD 21915  ·  302-376-7297

Division of Paws for Life, Inc., a 501c3 Non-Profit Organization
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By Brian Nadeau
FAIR HILL, Md. – Like the chalk-

board writings of a misbehaving third 
grader, the Fair Hill Races repeated one 

theme over and over before school let 
out for the summer: “Xavier Aizpuru 
rode the winner.” With a flat score 
already in his saddle bags, the 2007 
champion jockey pocketed the first of 

his three jump wins on the card when 
he guided Nina Gardner’s London 
Grove ($15.80) to an upset victory in 
the fourth, a $10,000 maiden claimer.

Trained by Lizzie Merryman, Lon-
don Grove made his jump debut a suc-
cess, drawing off by 3 1/4 lengths over 
Bounding Cat (Danielle Hodsdon) and 
Justabud (Nick Carter). Sitting unhur-
ried while in mid-pack, London Grove 
moved to the outside for a clear run 
as the field turned for home; the son 
of Shadow Show advanced to the lead 
two fences from the line and increased 
his advantage to the wire. The time for 
the 2 1/4 miles was 4:28 
1/5.

Based at Fair Hill 
Training Center across 
Route 273 from the 
course, Merryman works with flat hors-
es and won her first steeplechase since 
Charmed Circle at Radnor in 1998. 
But, her jump-racing connections run 
deep with the likes of champion Good 
Night Shirt and Grade I winner Pinkie 
Swear passing through her barn. She 
also worked closely with ex-husband 
Ricky Hendriks’ steeplechase string that 
included major winner Hudson Bay in 
the late 1990s.

London Grove joined the steeple-
chase set on the heels of a solid third at 
Atlantic City, the 6-year-old’s only start 
this season. After 10 tries on the flat, 
Gardner and Merryman felt it was time 
for a change.

“Nina asked me if I had any inter-
est in having jumpers and I said I would 
run one over jumps,” said Merryman, 
who last started a jumper in 2002. “I 
have a lot of young horses for her and 
we rotate them in and out. He’s a very 
sweet, very level-headed horse that feels 
lovely when you gallop him. He’s a great 
mover and gives you a great feel when 
you’re on him. He had done some three-
day eventing so he’s not as green as you 
would think. He had all the basics, we 
schooled him over hurdles one time and 

he did it well. He’s got the stamina, he 
liked it, so we aimed for Fair Hill.”

And landed on top.

• Willie Dowling directed the fifth 
race like a Hollywood pro, showing 
plenty of action early while still sav-
ing a little something for a big finish. 
He turned the trick aboard Gil John-
ston’s Chislehurst ($30.20), who set a 
pressured pace then held off the hard-
charging News Flash (Aizpuru) to give 
Fenneka Bentley her first solo NSA win 
as a trainer in the process (see sidebar, 
page 4).

Chislehurst broke 
alertly and took charge 
soon after the first fence, 
passing Zozimus (Rob-
bie Walsh) and maintain-

ing a measured length over that rival 
as the field knocked off the first lap of 
the 2 1/4-mile contest. Chislehurst put 
away Zozimus as the field hit the final 
turn, but a new challenge emerged from 
Dubai Sunday (Calvin McCormack), 
who actually stuck a head in front 
as the pair straightened away in the 
stretch. News Flash came on the scene 
late, gaining ground with every stride. 
Chislehurst dug in and got home a neck 
to the good of News Flash, who held 
the same margin over Dubai Sunday as 
the three hit the wire.

Dowling notched his sixth win on the 
year, surpassing his total for all of 2007. 
Two-time champion jockey Dave Bent-
ley, who helped his wife out by playing 
groom, gave Dowling a little pre-race 
help as well.

“(Chislehurst) was a bit keen at Mid-
dleburg and I had watched his races on 
video and Dave told me he was a very 
strong horse, so I expected to be up 
front,” Dowling said. “We jumped the 
first and I tried to settle him but decided 
it was better to go on with it and he actu-
ally settled in well for me when we made 
the lead. It takes a bit of jumping to win 

fair hill races
Saturday, May 24

Motel Affair 
(Xavier Aizpuru) 
powers toward the 
finish line in his 
claiming hurdle 
score at Fair Hill.

Tod Marks

King of the Hill Aizpuru rules 
on home turf

See fair hill page 13
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on this course, you have those 15 jumps, 
but after the last I didn’t think we were 
going to win. But when I asked him he 
really kicked in and battled for me.”

• There was nothing seedy about 
Motel Affair ($3.60), who took the sev-
enth to give Aizpuru three hurdle wins 
on the day. Trained by Tom Voss, the 
8-year-old entered the $15,000 claimer 
off a disappointing run at Great Mead-
ow where he unseated Padge Whelan, 
who injured his ankle and missed the 
remainder of the spring.

Cue Aizpuru, who got to know the 
son of Colonial Affair when they teamed 
for a second earlier in the season at At-
lanta. This time they worked together 
like Stockton and Malone, sitting off 
the early pace of Quem Se Atreve (Rich-
ard Boucher) before starting a fastbreak 
to the wire for a 3 1/2-length score. The 
final time of 4:19 3/5 was the fastest 
on the day. Quem Se Atreve saved sec-
ond by a half-length over Sheriff Dillon 
(Carl Rafter).

“Off of his previous two runs, he 
was sitting on a win,” Aizpuru said. 
“He was very unlucky at the Gold Cup 
because he was slipping up on that turn 
and that notoriously catches horses 
year in and year out. Unfortunately for 
Padge he broke his ankle coming off of 
the horse that day and I feel terrible for 
him because he had a great start to the 
year and things seemed to be setting up 
for him, he’s a great rider and a good 
guy, but it was just bad luck. I’m just 
very grateful that I have been chosen to 
fill his boots for now.” 

• South Monarch ($3) ended the 
day with a decisive win in the night-
cap, a $10,000 novice timber. Trained 
by Sanna Hendriks for Augustin Stable, 
South Monarch (Paddy Young) stalked 
the early pace of Class Crimson before 
moving to the lead in mid-stretch to win 
by an eased-up 3 1/2 lengths over Kil-
breena (James Slater) and Class Crim-
son (Boucher).

The winner returned from almost 
two years on the shelf  to win three of 
four over timber. Fair Hill’s novice con-
ditions limited the field to horses that 

had not won over timber before this 
season, meaning South Monarch and 
Scuba Steve were the only timber win-
ners in the field of 10. The winner, a 
6-year-old son of Conquistador Cielo, 
looks poised for bigger things.

“I guess I do have to starting think-
ing stakes with him,” Hendriks said. 
“He’s got the stamina and turn of foot, 
which is something he didn’t really have 
as a hurdle horse. He jumped well at the 
Manor, and the Genesee Hunt Cup (in 
October) is an option. He jumped great 
and I was really pleased. Paddy gave 
him a great ride and the fact that he was 
fourth before the last tells you he wait-
ed as long as he could. This horse was 
dead-natural from the beginning and he 
jumped hurdles well as a 3-year-old, but 
he’s been great over timber this season.”

• The eight-race card started with 
a trio of training flat races. The first 
proved as predictable as a Harlem Glo-
betrotters tilt against the Washington 
Generals, with heavily favored Wheels 
Up At Noon ($3.60) prevailing by 4 
lengths under Matt McCarron. Poplar 
Grove (Chris Read) finished a com-
fortable second, with Get To Steppin’ 
(Dowling) third. Final time for the 7 
furlongs was 1:28. Trained by Doug 
Fout for Eldon Farm, Wheels Up At 
Noon was making his seasonal debut 
after winning four times on the flat last 

year for trainer Ann Merryman. Stakes-
placed on the turf, the 4-year-old son of 
Outflanker held his own against divi-
sion heavyweights Nobiz Like Shobiz, 
Red Giant and Twilight Meteor.

• Fourth to Yeats in England’s Ascot 
Gold Cup two years ago, Carl Barnes’ 
High Action ($6.20) was another class 
play in the second, a 1 1/4-mile test 
for amateur riders. Off since a run in 
the Group II Lonsdale Cup in August 
2006, the 8-year-old returned as a run-
ner-up in a training flat at Foxfield. He 
showed little rust at Fair Hill, notching 
a 2-length win for Fout. 

The winner (Brooks Durkee) was 
aided by the antics of post-time favor-
ite C R’s Deputy.  Last year’s 3-year-old 
hurdle champion enjoyed the lead under 
Michelle Penman only to blow the far 
turn, carrying Regally Hitched out with 
him. C R’s Deputy managed to get home 
second but was disqualified to ninth 
by the stewards, who moved Highcrest 
(Brendan Heeney) to second and Game 
Face On (Diana Gillam) to third.

• Auction Watch ($4.20) dropped 
the hammer in the third, taking the 
7-furlong training flat for Aizpuru, 
Hendriks and Augustin. The 5-year-old 
entered with an enviable 3-for-5 record 
on the turf, having won three straight 
last summer at Philadelphia Park in the 
span of a month. After a pair of distant 
finishes over hurdles at Strawberry Hill 
and Foxfield, the son of Belong To Me 
got a confidence booster Saturday, scor-
ing by an easy 5 1/2 lengths over Lenape 
Lou (Gina O’Callaghan) and Big Sid’s 
Party (Dowling).

Additional reporting by Joe Clancy.

Seek  DIFFERENT
At New World Aviation, we have 
consciously stepped away 
from the competition where 
bragging rights are earned by 
having a mega-fleet of aircraft 
and boasting hundreds of 
thousands of trips.  That just 
doesn’t fit our description 
of “private aviation”.  We’re 
focused on the individual 
attention and personal services 
the word “private” should ensure.  

While others engage in a battle for 
marketshare, we go to battle against the high price of fuel, the increasing 
cost for insurance, and for the greatest possible value in aircraft management 
one client at a time.  We are committed to supporting you with more service 
specialists than any other company in our industry.  

We won’t clamber to be the industry’s biggest because we are comfortable 
being just who we are.  We’re sure that’s the best way you’ll be comfortable 
with us.

877-359-0100
www.newworldaviation.com

New World Aviation
  A World Of Difference

– New World Aviation – 
The Industry’s Leading Boutique-styled Aviation Company

Tod Marks
Top: South Monarch (right, Paddy Young) waits 
to make his bid early in the timber race. Left: 
Chislehurst (Willie Dowling) gives trainer Fen-
neka Bentley her first NSA win.

Tod Marks
London Grove (Xavier AIzpuru) heads for home with a maiden hurdle win.

Fair Hill –
 Continued from page 12
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Maintaining Equine Joint 
Health Just Got Easier

A new Standard FOR Equine Joint Health!

2-Time Olympic Gold Medalist 
Phillip Dutton Riding TRU LUCK
USEA 2006 Horse of the Year

We’ve reinvented joint health for horses with a comprehensive NEW joint 

health supplement. Cosequin® ASU goes above and beyond the traditional 

glucosamine/chondroitin sulfate products on the market.

Cosequin ASU contains glucosamine, chondroitin sulfate, and avocado/

soybean unsaponifiables (ASU), PLUS high purity MSM.

Cosequin ASU available through veterinarians.

2208 Lakeside Boulevard   Edgewood, Maryland   21040
1-800-925-5187   cosequinequine.com

Photograph by Anthony Trollope

U.S. Patent Nos. 5,587,363 and 6,797,289
Additional Patent Pending

Source: Surveys conducted in the Fall of 2002 and March 2004 of equine veterinarians who recommended oral joint health supplements.

Some 40 years after altitude training 
became popular for human athletes, the 
innovative technique is making inroads 
into the world of Thoroughbred racing. 
Spurred by Altitude Simulation Tech-
nologies (AST), a Boulder, Colo.-based 
company that specializes in installing 
oxygen-controlled stalls to simulate 
high-altitude conditions, altitude train-
ing has begun to gain momentum. 

Altitude training first gained national 
attention at the 1968 Olympic Games in 
Mexico City, some 7,800 feet above sea 
level, when it was first noticed that ath-
letes who had been exposed to higher 
altitudes outperformed their competi-
tors who had not.

Training at a higher altitude has been 
shown to increase red blood cells in the 
body as well as lower a person’s peak 
heart rate at exertion, both important 
factors in athletic performance. Theo-
retically, the more time a person spends 
at a higher altitude, the less exertion 
they will expend when they perform at 
lower altitudes.

AST takes this ideology a step further, 
believing that benefits can be realized 

by living in high-altitude conditions and 
training under normal conditions. In 
laymen’s terms the method is described 
as “living high, training low” and has 
been used by professional and college 
athletes. AST brings this thinking to the 
horse by installing an air-tight stall that 
helps simulate high-altitude conditions 
by reducing the oxygen in the air while 
not reducing the barometric pressure. 

The horse spends the majority of 
its time in the stall, acclimating to the 
simulated conditions of higher altitude, 
and then trains outside, under regular 
conditions. This method has proven to 
increase red blood cell mass, improve 
a horse’s heart rate recovery time after 
workouts, and broaden aerobic capac-
ity.

AST is a  part of Colorado Altitude 
Training, which has world headquar-
ters in Boulder with distributors on four 
continents. CAT works with numerous 
teams and individuals in human athlet-
ics, with clients such as Nike, various 
Olympic Training Centers, T-Mobile 
Pro Cycling Team, the Philadelphia Fly-
ers hockey yeam, and the last five men’s 
world Ironman champions.

With an AST system installed, a horse 

would spend a portion of its time in the 
stall (12 hours a day, for example), ac-
climating to a higher altitude, and then 
train under normal conditions. 

“We use the same digital control sys-
tem that we use on the human system. 
There is a constant flow of hxpoxic (low 
oxygen) air, so it would be like you are 
in Vail (Colorado, 11,000 feet above sea 
level). The stall is sealed tight and this 
air helps to accelerate recovery. It helps 
to give you a conditioned athlete,” Steve 
Nevin, AST’s president, explained. “This 

works well because at night your horse 
is exposed to the altitude, and in the day 
they can train at sea level. Any athlete 
with altitude exposure will perform bet-
ter if the altitude exposure is properly 
applied. Our system allows the owner 
or trainer to dial in the altitude desired 
through our sensor board and gradually 
build up to 10,000 feet, which is where 
most owners have their horses. Ideally, 
the horse will be resting at altitude up to 
six weeks from a race.”

The altitude stall looks much like a normal stall, but duplicates high-altitude conditions in hopes of 
improving performance.

Into Thin Air
Altitude training attempts to scale
Thoroughbred racing’s mountain

by brian nadeau

See altitude page 15 
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The concept seems simple enough, 
but does it work? Nevin knows such 
a radical departure from conventional 
training methods could take time to con-
vince the masses, but he firmly believes 
that he’s got a winner on his hands.

“It’s been tough to break through. 
People want to link the product to a 
horse’s track record but that’s tough 
to do. Owners can see the difference 
though,” Nevin said. “The idea is to re-
duce the oxygen in the environment so 
that when you race at sea level it’s eas-
ier on the horse. The altitude training 
changes a horse’s threshold to exhaus-
tion. The animal doesn’t tire or show 
fatigue as much, has a faster recovery 
time, and they have their lactic acid 
build-up and production cut in half.”

Basically, the system can help make a 
horse fitter. Faster depends on the horse.

And though the road is far from 
paved and a little rough at times, AST 
is making progress. Nevin cites Sheikh 
Mohammed’s Godolphin Stable having 
about 60 stalls between its Newmarket 
and Middle East training grounds and 
Irish steeplechase trainer Willie Mullins 
recently installed an AST system. Ken-
tucky-based flat trainer Joe Woodard 
installed an AST stall and is impressed 
with what he has seen so far.

“The science behind it makes so 
much sense to me,” Woodard said. “It’s 
the same idea that human athletes use, 
only it’s easier for them to train at alti-
tude. This way, the horse rests at alti-
tude and trains at sea level or whatever 

the altitude is where he is and gains the 
benefits.”

Greg Fox, a Kentucky-based trainer 
and recognized equine physiology expert, 
admits altitude simulation is an intrigu-
ing concept, but also cautions there could 
be some potential drawbacks as well.

“From a purely academic point of 
view it might work from an enhanced red 
blood cell count. It’s an interesting idea 
and there are some obvious benefits like 
increasing red blood cells and creating a 
more robust immune system,” Fox said. 
“But there are obviously some risks as 
well. Moving horses in and out of a closed 
air environment requires special attention 
and can become quite complex.”

From a purely performance and re-
cuperative perspective, Dr. Megan Ross, 
a veterinarian at the Hassinger Equine 
sports medicine clinic in Aberdeen, 
N.C., has been impressed. Hassinger, a 

rehabilitation clinic for horses, had an 
AST stall put in last summer to test the 
system on some recovering horses.

“We wanted to get a feel for it and 
how it works and see how the horses 
react to it,” Ross said. “We took one 
horse in and after about a week of being 
at altitude he wanted to keep going after 
his training regimen, whereas before he 
had to be pushed to finish his workout. 
We also rescued a filly who was going 
to be slaughtered. She had been out in 
a field for about a year and came in and 
was very thin and out of shape. We were 
amazed at how quickly she responded 
to training for a horse in her condition. 
It use to take her 30 minutes to cool out 
and she was down to about 10 minutes 
after being at altitude. She wasn’t sore 
or lame or anything like that. We have 
been very pleased with the results. “

An AST system doesn’t come cheap. 

Total costs can reach upwards of 
$40,000, a substantial sum that could 
surely frighten a potential client. But, as 
Nevin points out, in a sport where mil-
lion dollar horses are common-place, 
$40,000 isn’t as big of a number as it 
may seem.

“For owners who are spending up-
wards of $100,000 on different systems 
and training, this really isn’t that big of 
an investment. The base cost is about 
$36,000 and after stall setup you have 
about $40,000 total. But if this system 
improves your horse and helps them win 
a race, you have your investment back 
right there,” Nevin said. “It takes time 
for people to catch on but this is just a 
natural for endurance athletes, human 
or equine, and with steeplechase horses 
running farther than flat horse an own-
er or trainer that is a serious competitor 
should definitely take a look at this.”

Altitude –
 Continued from page 14

Jumping for 
Dollars

Want to earn extra money?
Have sales experience?

ST Publishing seeks 
advertising sales help for:

Steeplechase/Eventing Times

The Saratoga Special

The Special at Keeneland
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364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F,
Elkton, MD 21921
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◆ 15% DISCOUNT SALE 
(work & driving harnesses & parts 5% off)

◆ Huge bargain table with close-
outs and discontinued items plus 
lots of SUPER SPECIALS through-
out the store!
◆ We take custom orders for 
saddle or harness cabinets
◆ 2 Tier Saddle and Tack Cabinet 
with Caster, $285
◆ 4’ x 6’ Rubber Stall Mats $44.20
◆ We wash and repair horse 
blankets. Bring them in early  
and be ready for fall.

◆ SUCCEED Digestive Conditioning 
Program
Oral Paste $102.20 a box (30 days)
Bulk Granules $99 (30 days); 
$178.50 
(60 days)

◆ Deals on 
Ulcer Gard 
Oral Paste, Fly Spray, Show Sheen.
◆ IVERMECTIN Paste Horse 
Wormer, Sale Price $4.30.
◆ SAFEGUARD Paste Horse Wormer, 
Sale Price $7.65, plus additional 
15% off

Bartville Harness Annual Summer Sale
July 3, 4 & 5

Thurs. & Fri. 
7 am-7 pm

Sat. 7 am-4 pm

1243 Noble Road, 
Christiana, PA 

17509 
717-529-6992 

(leave message)

Chest, Race Bridle, 
Noseband and Reins, 
Complete set   
      $107.30
Padded Bridle (Cob, 
Horse or Oversize)
                 $69.60
Padded Bridle w/
Flash (Cob, Horse or 
Oversize)
       

$84.10

UPS  
Service 
Available

FREE COFFEE 
AND DONUTS ON SALE 
DATES; CHICKEN BBQ  

JULY 5, 9 A.M.  
TO ???

By Barbara Livingston

Highland Bud, 1989 champion stee-
plechaser and two-time Breeders’ Cup 
winner, was euthanized May 20 at age 
23 due to a debilitating sinus condition. 
He was buried with his Colonial Cup 
blanket at the farm of Sherry and Char-
lie Fenwick Jr. in Butler, Md. 

Highland Bud’s interment near the 
ashes of his longtime friend Betsy Wells 
marked the final chapter of a remark-
able love story. His death brought back 
memories of the group of young horse-
men and women tied to the powerhouse 
stable of Jonathan Sheppard. Among 
them were Sanna Hendriks, Jonathan 
Smart, Todd Wyatt, Sherry Fenwick, 
Tom Finn, Ben Guessford and Graham 
Motion.

Betsy Wells was Sheppard’s foreman 
when Highland Bud stepped into 
her life. 

By Northern Baby out of Exclusive 
Native mare Fleur d’Or, Highland Bud 
was bred in Kentucky by William Floyd 
and purchased for $47,000 at Keenel-
and on behalf of Sheikh Mohammed. 
Highland Bud initially raced in Europe 
and was a stakes winner. Yet he didn’t 
flash championship potential and was 
offered at the 1989 Doncaster sales.

Jonathan Sheppard purchased the 
4-year-old for $170,000 on behalf of 
Margaret and Jesse Henley and said 
that, at the time, it was believed to be 
the highest price ever paid for a Nation-
al Hunt horse at public auction.

Sheppard’s stable brimmed with stars 
in the 1980s, including Flatterer and 
Storm Cat. Yet Wells, who often led Shep-
pard’s first set on Highland Bud, 

grew to 
love the bay 

gelding most of all. 
He had the telltale look 

of his sire line, a fiercely com-
petitive nature and strong per-
sonality. Betsy, who friends said 
‘always wore her heart on her 
sleeve,’ was smitten.

“I just adored him,” Wells said in 2005. 
“Conformation-wise, he was a stunning 
horse, and he had that beautiful rich bay 
color and the flashy bits like Northern 
Baby. Plus, he was a terrific mover. To me, 
he was the perfect package.” 

The autumn he ar-
rived in America, High-
land Bud took an allow-

ance hurdle at Middleburg 
under Guessford, and fol-
lowed that up with a 10-
length score in the Breed-
ers’ Cup Steeplechase 
at Far Hills. Ridden by 

the English champion 
jockey Richard Dun-
woody (who had been 
aboard the gelding for 
two stakes victories in 

Europe) Highland Bud 
topped a Sheppard exacta 

over Polar Pleasure. 
Highland Bud bested 

that effort with a 14-
length score in the 
Colonial Cup under 
Dunwoody, and his 
3-for-3 U.S. record 

earned him the Eclipse 
Award as champion 

steeplechase horse of 
1989.
While physical issues hin-

dered him over the next several sea-
sons, Highland Bud captured steeple-
chasing’s top race in 1992, again with 
Dunwoody up, taking the Breeders’ 
Cup Steeplechase at Belmont Park over 
stablemate Mistico. The win came on 

Betsy’s birthday.
Highland Bud 

raced again in 1993, 
running second in 
the Breeders’ Cup 
to the rising star 
Lonesome Glory, 
but was retired after 
suffering an injury 
in the Colonial Cup. 
Highland Bud fin-
ished with 10 wins 
and earnings of 
$508,269, missing 
the board just four 
times in 27 lifetime 
starts. His NSA re-
cord included four 
wins, five seconds 
and a third in 12 
hurdle starts; his 
$437,500 in purses 
puts him among 
the Top 20 all-time 
earners.

Betsy and Bud 
were separated for 
more than a decade. 
Wells went to work 
for Sanna Hen-
driks, and Highland 
Bud was eventually 
turned out at the 
Tennessee farm of 

Karen and John Gray. In 1996 Wells 
was diagnosed with cancer. Surgeries, 
radiation, chemotherapy and more can-
cer followed. Betsy’s countless friends 
rallied with fundraisers. 

Despite her tribulations, Betsy kept 
tabs on her beloved gelding. After re-
ceiving a particularly difficult cancer 
prognosis in the spring of 2005, she set 
a goal for herself – ride Highland Bud 
again.

Wells called the Grays to see if they 
would part with Highland Bud. They 
readily agreed and shipped him halfway. 
Wyatt sent a van to transport him the 
rest of the journey and Highland Bud 
soon arrived at the Fenwicks’ farm. In 

Farewell, Highland 
Former champ dies at 23, leaves lasting impression on people

Barbara Livingston photos
Top: Highland Bud (center) heads for home in the 1992 Breeders’ Cup. 
Bottom: Betsy Wells.

Highland Bud in 
retirement at the 
Fenwick farm. See highland bud page 17 
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the hospital at the time, Wells received a 
“play-by-play” description from Sherry 
Fenwick.

By that summer, Betsy climbed back 
aboard the aging champion, and they 
shared happy times riding around the 
expansive property with Sherry. Before 
long, Betsy lost the strength to ride Bud, 
yet she continued visiting him regularly. 

“It’s been a godsend to have him and 
to be able to ride him because riding to 
me is like coming home,” she said.

Wells died Feb. 13, 2006, less than a 
year after being reunited with Highland 
Bud. She was 55. Her ashes were spread 
at the Fenwick farm during a memorial 
service attended by countless friends. A 
magnolia tree was planted to mark the 
location.

Not long before her passing, Wells 
spoke of her mortality.

“You try to think, ‘What have I done 
in my lifetime? Have I done enough?’ 
And really, in the end of the day, it is 
all about your friends and your family. 
If you can leave this earth saying that 
people can say nice things about you . . . 
I think I’ve accomplished a nice thing, 
in a quiet way, with my friends. I’m not 
going to be headline news, but it is very 
lovely. I don’t think I could ask for any-
thing more.”

Highland Bud carried on under the 
Fenwicks’ attentive watch. In 2006, 
however, chronic sinusitis set in, and de-
spite surgeries and other treatments his 
condition deteriorated. Highland Bud 
had difficulty coming out of anesthesia 
after a 2007 surgery, and the infection 
continued. He eventually lost the ability 
to breathe through his right nostril.

Sherry Fenwick recently sent an e-
mail to those who loved Highland Bud. 
Attached was a photo, taken nearly 
three years earlier, of a smiling Betsy 
aboard her Bud. 

“I have loved and cared for this horse 
in the most special way, for the horse 
that he is and for what he meant to Bet-
sy,” the message read. “He is the most 
important connection . . . to a past that 
we all share and love.”

Highland Bud spent his final days me-
andering an expansive paddock, knee-
deep in grass in the company of friends: 
Buck Jakes, a near-white, 17-hand, 
two-time Maryland Hunt Cup win-
ner; Talkin Butter, winner of the 1992 
Temple Gwathmey; and Thelightfantis-
tic, a winner of seven races and more 
than $100,000. Two miniature donkeys 
ambled among them, one named High-
land Betty. 

Not far away, on a beautiful spot 
overlooking a jump course, a magnolia 
tree slowly grew.

PROPERTY COVERAGE 

LIABILITY COVERAGE

Equine  
Insurance 
Solutions
For stable coverage  
that makes sense,  
pick a winner. 

We take a personal interest — protecting what you value most.

Products and services may not be available in all states and eligibility requirements will apply. Insurance Products o�ered through one of these American National subsidiaries or a�liates: 
American National Property and Casualty Company (ANPAC), Spring�eld, MO (except in CT, DE, MA, ME, NH, NJ, NY, RI, VT, FL, NC, MI, MS); American National General Insurance Company; 
Paci�c Property and Casualty Company (California residents); ANPAC Louisiana Insurance Company (Louisiana residents); American National Lloyds Insurance Company (Texas residents); 
American National County Mutual Insurance (serviced by ANPAC – Texas residents); United Farm Family Insurance Company, Glenmont, NY in MD and PA; Farm Family Casualty Insurance 
Company, Glenmont, NY in CT, DE, MA, ME, NH, NJ, NY, RI, VT and WV.

www.farmfamily.com www.anpac.com

Horse  
Sense.
Horse  
Sense.Highland Bud –

 Continued from page 16

Barbara Livingston
Highland Bud (left) and fellow retired steeple-
chase star Buck Jakes.
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Plum Creek Farms.................. Cathy Fowler
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Bubble Economy....................................$66,500
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Sweet Shani...........................................$43,822
Gigger....................................................$12,050
	 $389,372
First Base Stable....................Nolan Clancy
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Sovereign Duty....................................$114,075
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
Classy Brute...........................................$24,000
Coal Dust...............................................$14,900
	 $388,475
Geraldal Stable.................. Allison Janezic
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Bubble Economy....................................$66,500
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
Bee Charmer...................................................$0
	 $360,500
PonyUp Stable.....................Ashley Monroe
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Bubble Economy....................................$66,500
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
Bee Charmer...................................................$0
	 $360,500
Dukester..........................Dr. Charles Reid
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Sovereign Duty....................................$114,075
Imagina..................................................$58,500
The Price Of Love...................................$27,000
Irish Prince..............................................$5,000
Orsay..............................................................$0
	 $354,575
First Last Best Guess ......... Susan Haldeman
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Miles Ahead...........................................$28,800
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
The Price Of Love...................................$27,000
	 $349,800
3D Stable.............................. Dallas Butts
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Bubble Economy....................................$66,500
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Askim.....................................................$51,300
Run The Light........................................$19,500
Toughkenamon...............................................$0
	 $345,800
Mrs. Rodddd...............................Erin Ray
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Best Attack.............................................$43,013
Run The Light........................................$19,500
Coal Dust...............................................$14,900
	 $344,413

Champagne Taste................... Lisa McLane
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Bubble Economy....................................$66,500
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
The Price Of Love...................................$27,000
Mixed Up................................................$12,500
	 $341,500
Cheese In The Trap Stable........ Adrienne Hall
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Sovereign Duty....................................$114,075
Sweet Shani...........................................$43,822
Dreadnaught..........................................$19,500
Mixed Up................................................$12,500
Straight Gin.....................................................$0
	 $339,897
Up and Over Stable................... John Tower
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Sovereign Duty....................................$114,075
Sweet Shani...........................................$43,822
Dreadnaught..........................................$19,500
Mixed Up................................................$12,500
Toughkenamon...............................................$0
	 $339,897
Clover Hill.............................. Vivian Rall
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Bubble Economy....................................$66,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Sweet Shani...........................................$43,822
Dreadnaught..........................................$19,500
Sur La Tete......................................................$0
	 $338,322
The Cheltenham Invasion... Richard Hutchinson
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Miles Ahead...........................................$28,800
The Price Of Love...................................$27,000
Mixed Up................................................$12,500
	 $335,300
Block House Farms...................Chuck Ross
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Miles Ahead...........................................$28,800
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
Gigger....................................................$12,050
	 $334,850
Kfar Tapuakh Stable.......... Howard Newstadt
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Best Attack.............................................$43,013
Dreadnaught..........................................$19,500
Irish Prince..............................................$5,000
	 $334,513
Thidwick’s Retreat............ Mary Anne Steele
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Bubble Economy....................................$66,500
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
Run The Light........................................$19,500
Mixed Up................................................$12,500
	 $334,000

Hurler Was The King!..........Bradley Johnson
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Bubble Economy....................................$66,500
Sweet Shani...........................................$43,822
Best Attack.............................................$43,013
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
Baby Bert....................................................$500
	 $330,835
Picture This Stable.................... Tod Marks
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Miles Ahead...........................................$28,800
The Price Of Love...................................$27,000
Sur La Tete......................................................$0
	 $322,800
SeaHorse............................... Alix Michel
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Miles Ahead...........................................$28,800
The Price Of Love...................................$27,000
Divine Fortune.................................................$0
	 $322,800
In Theory Farm.................... Sharon Gibson
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Bubble Economy....................................$66,500
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
Junood...................................................$14,700
Seeyouattheevent............................................$0
	 $316,700
Genesee Valley Racers............Gail McGuire
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Hip Hop..................................................$28,100
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
Private Attack.........................................$25,500
Classy Brute...........................................$24,000
	 $313,100
Leah’s Leapers........................Leah Marks
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Miles Ahead...........................................$28,800
G’day G’day............................................$10,500
Gliding.....................................................$4,500
	 $310,800

WishIownedthesesix Stable........ Jeff Murphy
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Miles Ahead...........................................$28,800
Mixed Up................................................$12,500
Bee Charmer...................................................$0
	 $308,300
Inkslinger/Ben Nevis Stables....Paul Peterson
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Monte Bianco.........................................$41,000
Bee Charmer...................................................$0
Divine Fortune.................................................$0
	 $308,000
Flag Is Up Farm..................... Tiffany Webb
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Miles Ahead...........................................$28,800
Gigger....................................................$12,050
Sur La Tete......................................................$0
	 $307,850
Try Again................................Jim McVey
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Bubble Economy....................................$66,500
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
Magic Maker............................................$4,050
Divine Fortune.................................................$0
	 $306,050
Browntrout Stable.................. Douglas Lees
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
The Price Of Love...................................$27,000
Erin Go Bragh.........................................$10,400
Kilbride Rd......................................................$0
	 $304,400
Ottomatic Stables.....................Becky Forry
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Miles Ahead...........................................$28,800
Sussex County.........................................$8,300
Orsay..............................................................$0
	 $304,100

The top 49 stables (of 173) through June 14 are listed here. 
See www.st-publishing.com for full standings.

6‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
Presented by The Whip Tavern

Mile-High Hurdles
As any astronomer knows, sometimes a little distance pro-

vides perspective.
Cathy Fowler can attest to that. Keeping track of the steeple-

chase set from the remove of Castle Rock, Colo., she’s seen her 
Plum Creek Farms rise to the top of Pick Six leaderboard.

“Colorado is not the center of the steeplechasing universe,” 
she noted. “More like a dark hole, really. I haven’t had any op-
portunity to attend a steeplechase, but that is something I would 
really like to do.”

An IT project manager by day, Fowler acquired data on the 
jumpers as any tech-savvy railbird might – online.

“I participate on a horse-racing message board. One of the 
posters there is extremely knowledgeable, and she starts threads 
for the spring, summer and fall seasons,” Fowler said. “She picks 

chases every weekend and the rest of us try to handicap them 
. . . I did really well with horses like Good Night Shirt, Bubble 
Economy and Imagina. When it came time to choose my stable 
though, I did solicit the advice of my message-board mentor. She 
didn’t provide names, but she did offer direction as to what to 
look out for and take into consideration. Once I came up with 
those six names, I ran them by her and she said that looked like 
a pretty good stable.”

Not bad at all.

Fowler leads the pack with $389,372, putting her $897 ahead 
of precocious punter Nolan Clancy, and receives a $50 gift certifi-
cate for topping the charts at the end of May.

Like Reggie Jackson, Good Night Shirt is the straw that stirs 
the drink. Last year’s champ has pride of place in 123 shedrows. 
Indeed, you have to go far afield to find a fantasy farm without 

him; Bob Lunny’s Rolling Thunder, 63rd in the standings, is the 
top Shirtless stable.

There are some rare commodities among the NSA’s top 10 
earners, however. Five folks own Be Certain, four have Askim, 
just a pair took Allimac and only one shrewd stable manager, New 
York’s own Andrea Wasserman, got aboard Guelph.

Widely held names who haven’t yet earned a check include 
Divine Fortune (28 stables) and Lair (20). The now retired Sur 
La Tete might bag a fox hunting for Zohar Ben-Dov, but he won’t 
bring home any bacon to his 18 fantasy owners. Bee Charmer 
attracted 16 followers with his talent, which soon saw him at 
Keeneland, not in the Royal Chase, however, but contesting the 
Grade II Elkhorn, which to date isn’t a NSA event – though they 
say he’s in a steeplechase barn again.

– Jamie Santo

Tod Marks
South Monarch (here with Brianne Slater) would have made a good timber choice.



Friday, June 6, 2008	 www.st-publishing.com  •  info@st-publishing.com	 Steeplechase & Eventing Times  •  19

Malvern Stable.................Casper Sigmon II
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Best Attack.............................................$43,013
Miles Ahead...........................................$28,800
Run The Light........................................$19,500
World Away..............................................$3,600
	 $303,413
Chinese Checkers Stable....... Bill Hutchinson
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Best Attack.............................................$43,013
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
Run The Light........................................$19,500
Irish Prince..............................................$5,000
	 $303,013
Sweet Genius...................... Janice Woytek
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Be Certain..............................................$67,500
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Mixed Up................................................$12,500
Sussex County.........................................$8,300
Irish Prince..............................................$5,000
	 $301,800
Occupational Therapy...Elizabeth Carter Newstadt
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Jellyberry...............................................$28,500
Irish Prince..............................................$5,000
Diego Cao.......................................................$0
	 $300,500
PedaltodaMetal ........................ Bob Rush
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
Irish Prince..............................................$5,000
Fogcutter..................................................$1,500
	 $300,500
Percey........................... Nattilie Hendriks
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Sweet Shani...........................................$43,822
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
Rochester...............................................$21,000
Late Launch....................................................$0
	 $300,322
Firethorn............................Winfield Sapp
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
Irish Prince..............................................$5,000
Two Terms......................................................$0
	 $299,000
Wu Farm........................... Jeremy Baskin
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
The Price Of Love...................................$27,000
Irish Prince..............................................$5,000
Divine Fortune.................................................$0
	 $299,000
Broken Sound Farm........... Marianne Vishno
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
The Price Of Love...................................$27,000
Irish Prince..............................................$5,000
Diego Cao.......................................................$0
	 $299,000
Crisis Management................ Joanie Morris
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Sweet Shani...........................................$43,822
Best Attack.............................................$43,013
Lear Charm..............................................$2,700
Bee Charmer...................................................$0
	 $298,035
Beechwood Boulevard Stable.... Bruce Rodger
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Best Attack.............................................$43,013
Jellyberry...............................................$28,500
Mixed Up................................................$12,500
Move West...............................................$4,900
	 $297,413
Frequent Flyer..........................Tracy Scott
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
The Price Of Love...................................$27,000
Professor Maxwell...................................$1,800
Three Carat.....................................................$0
	 $295,800

Jordan River Stable...........Mary Beth Martin
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Sweet Shani...........................................$43,822
The Price Of Love...................................$27,000
Mixed Up................................................$12,500
Straight Gin.....................................................$0
	 $291,822
Gone On Stable....................D Alex Allison
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Run The Light........................................$19,500
Irish Prince..............................................$5,000
C R’s Deputy...................................................$0
	 $291,500
Overlooked Stable............... Doug Allison Jr
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Run The Light........................................$19,500
Irish Prince..............................................$5,000
Divine Fortune.................................................$0
	 $291,500

Birdman Farms.......................Albert Vogel
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Dreadnaught..........................................$19,500
Irish Prince..............................................$5,000
Divine Fortune.................................................$0
	 $291,500
El Coche de Agua Stables..........Ryan Clancy
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Planets Aligned......................................$58,500
Dreadnaught..........................................$19,500
Lear Charm..............................................$2,700
Divine Fortune.................................................$0
	 $289,200
Ponygirl Stables..............Elizabeth Watrous
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Miles Ahead...........................................$28,800
Preemptive Strike...................................$27,000
Mixed Up................................................$12,500
Gigger....................................................$12,050
	 $288,850

Keeper of the Wass Farm... Andrea Wasserman
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Askim.....................................................$51,300
Guelph...................................................$48,000
Rainiero.................................................$22,500
Mixed Up................................................$12,500
Nat Grew..................................................$4,500
	 $288,800
Five by Five Stables..............Sarah Watrous
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Bubble Economy....................................$66,500
Imagina..................................................$58,500
Mixed Up................................................$12,500
Bee Charmer...................................................$0
Sur La Tete......................................................$0
	 $287,500
On The Payroll................. Kathleen Strakes
Good Night Shirt..................................$150,000
Sweet Shani...........................................$43,822
Hip Hop..................................................$28,100
The Price Of Love...................................$27,000
Private Attack.........................................$25,500
Orison....................................................$12,506
	 $286,928

Founded in 1884

A Leading Lender in Chester County 
for the Preservation of Open Spaces and Farmland

The Main Office
King & Warren Avenues, Malvern, PA 19355

610-647-0100

East Whiteland Branch
140 Lancaster Avenue, Frazer, PA 19355

610-647-0106

FDIC E.O.E.

THE NATIONAL BANK 
OF MALVERN

LYDIA WILLITS BARTHOLEMEW
Chairman of the Board
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Karen O’Connor paused and then 
laughed

“It’s a great story, isn’t it? Who 
knows where it’s going to end. We all 
know where we want it to end, but who 
knows?”

That was after the Pan Am Games, 
when Theodore O’Connor, the pony, 
had taken it to his bigger and stronger 
eventing rivals to secure a gold medal 
for himself and the United States team. 
Fresh off finishing third at Rolex (the 
only pony to ever compete there), The-
odore O’Connor rolled through the 
Pan Am Games, stifling another round 
of skeptics, one year to the Olympic 
Games in Beijing. 

Now, it’s over. 
And none of us can believe it. Un-

fathomably, Theodore O’Connor was 
euthanized after a farm accident May 
28. The chestnut pony was on a routine 
ride when he got loose and ran home, 
lacerating tendons and ligaments in his 
hind leg.  

It wasn’t supposed to end like this.
Selected to the short list for this sum-

mer’s Olympics, Theodore O’Connor 
was the feel-good story in a sport deci-
mated by injuries, fatalities and bad 
press. Now, it’s over. 

On a trip to Wellington, Fla. about 
three years ago, I ran into Karen 
O’Connor at the showgrounds. She was 
there, honing her show jumping with 
international rider Laura Kraut. Like all 
horsemen, she asked if I had any nice 
horses and I asked her if she had any 
nice horses. Her eyes lit up. 

“I have one who I’m really excited 
about,” O’Connor said. “He’s a pony.”

Yeah, yeah, we all have horses we 
think of as ponies. You know the ones; 
clever to a fault, turn on a dime, get in 
your pockets and flip over water buck-
ets. 

“A pony?”
“Yeah, a pony,” O’Connor said. 

“He’s 14.1 and a little bit. A pony. But 
he can jump. You should see him. I’ve 
never been on a jumper like him.”

If I didn’t know O’Connor, I would 
have said she’d lost her mind. Just what 
she needs, a pony. With miles on the 
clock, she’s fooling with a pony and 
thinkings she’s going to go advanced on 
a pony. Then I saw Theodore O’Connor 
jump and I knew she hadn’t lost her 
mind.

He sprung like a jack in the box at 
his fences. Boing. Boing. Boing. 

Whether it was through the Head of 
the Lake at Rolex or over a cross rail on 
the farm, he jumped like he was good at 
it. And knew it. His rider knew it too. 
Brave and bold – but precise – Karen 
O’Connor rode Theodore O’Connor 

like a horse. It was only when you 
walked up to him that you realized he 
was a pony. 

Born in 1995, Theodore O’Connor 
rose to the advanced level with Christan 
Trainor before O’Connor climbed 
aboard for the first time in the fall of 
2005. From there, they began a three-
year odyssey. It wasn’t perfect; they had 
a stop at Fair Hill in 2006, jumped the 
wrong option at the Fork this spring, 
collected 40 jump penalties at Red Hills 
this spring. Just growing pains as the 
pair wowed themselves and the world of 
eventing – competitors and fans alike.

Asked if he would ride a pony, gold 
medalist Phillip Dutton laughed at the 
notion. Then had to think about it. 

“Probably not,” Dutton said, at last 
year’s Pan Am training session. “But 
Karen can do it, she’s good at it. And 
he’s an exceptional horse.”

Er, pony.
His finest moments came on the 

sport’s biggest stages. Third at Rolex 
last year, sixth this year, first at the Pan 
Am Games. 

Karen and David O’Connor have re-
tired some of the greatest names in the 
sport; Joker’s Wild, Bally Mar, Grand 
Slam, Biko, Custom Made, Giltedge, 
Prince Panache, Worth The Trust. Sadly, 
Theodore O’Connor’s name won’t join 
that legendary list. 

It takes days to finally get up the 
nerve to call O’Connor. Her cell phone 
doesn’t ring. It’s turned off. Straight to 
voice mail. The enormity strikes. It’s just 
as well, not sure I could have handled it 
anyway.

What a pony,
what a life
BY sean clancy

Eventing star Theodore O’Connor
gone too soon after training accident

Emily Daily
Theodore O’Connor leaves lasting memories in the eventing world.

Teddy’s Greatest Hits
• USEF/Farnam Horse of the Year (2007)
• Individual Gold Medal – Pan Am Games (2007)
• Team Gold Medal – Pan Am Games (2007) 
• Sixth at Rolex Kentucky (2008)
• Third at Rolex Kentucky (2007)
• First at The Fork CIC*** (2007)
• Seventh at Poplar Place CIC*** (2006)
• Ninth at Jersey Fresh CCI*** (2006)
• Seventh at The Fork CIC*** (2006)
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Fair Hill, Maryland

Shannon Brinkman
Anything but small when he jumped, Theodore O’Connor flies a fence at The Fork last year.

Worth Repeating
People enjoyed talking about Theodore 

O’Connor. Here are a few of the best from the 
past two years:

“What Karen and Theodore O’Connor have done 
and achieved together is pretty remarkable, it 
brings it back to the partnership with the horse, 
I don’t think many people would believe that she 
could do that with a pony. I probably wouldn’t 
have ridden the horse if they asked.”

Competitor Phillip Dutton,
at a July 2007 practice session

“I was expecting a lot more trouble in the ship-
ping, he had never flown before, there was a big 
unknown there, but he was a champ. He stood 
like a Trojan the whole time, took everything in 
stride, matter-of-fact about the whole thing. As 
long as he had his bag of hay in front of him, he 
was good to go. Then I was really delighted with 
the dressage, he improved his score by eight 
points from Kentucky. The pony just keeps step-
ping up to the plate.”

“I knew he was good, I knew he was as cute as 
could be and I knew he was an incredible jumper 
for his size but nobody ever could believe he 
could be capable of putting the whole package 
together. Being settled enough to do the dres-
sage, having enough training for the dressage 
to stay in there with the big horses, and he far 
exceeds a lot of the horses in his jumping talent. 
It’s pretty unbelievable.”

Rider Karen O’Connor,
 on the 2007 Pan Am Games

“Teddy loves attention. He used to be a shy and 
reserved gentleman, but his character has de-
veloped – he’s pushy now. He needed individual 
attention to bring out his character. Human in-
teraction is important to his continued develop-
ment. His riders (Nicolle Villers, Christan Trainor, 
and Karen) appreciated him and he learned that 
he mattered.”

Breeder Wynn Norman
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Guided by Anne Hambleton & Regina Welsh, attendees will spend 5-6 
days riding, working, and learning from the top trainers and jockeys in 

steeplechase racing in MD, PA, VA, and Saratoga Springs.
The camp is limited to 6 junior riders. All who wish to attend this camp 

must meet riding qualifications (see website), write an essay on why 
they would like to attend, and provide a letter of recommendation from 
a professional in the horse industry. Applications must be submitted by 

July 10 and will be chosen by July 15.
For more qualifications and details visit

Visit www.NAPTP.com or call 866-415-JUMP

A Young Rider Camp/Clinic in Camden, SC will also be held in July.  
Call or email for details.

DAPPER DAN - PARKER PEARCE
Lead Line Trot Div I

PINK LIGHTNING - KATE NELSON
Lead Line Trot Div II

EMMY-LOU - EMMA WARDEN
Small Pony Jr Field Master’s Chase

ROOT BEER - JACK R.S. FISHER
Medium Pony Field Master’s Chase

SUMMER STORM - ERIN BOTTNER
Large Pony Field Master’s Chase

MY PAL HAROLD - MARLOWE DALY
Junior Horse Field Master’s Chase 

CAPE KENDOR - ROD CAMERON
Sr. Field Master’s Chase

CLEO - MARJORIE WARDEN 
Sr. Field Master’s Chase Non-TB

SPONSORS
Smart Pak

Dover Saddlery
Charles Owens

The Maryland Hunt Cup
Hogan Horse Transport

The Chronicle of the Horse

VOLUNTEERS
Rob Banner, Liz McKnight, 
Leslie VanSant, Gregg Ryan, 
John Warden, Gina Perilla,  

Julie Kenny, Charlie Muldoon,  
Will O’Keefe, 

Hunt Cup Productions (video),  
Zane Gorove (photographer)

Thanks to all those who helped make the NAPPA  
Championship May 24 at Morven Park a success. 

We couldn’t have done it without you!

And congratulations to the winners!

For photos of this and other NAPPA Events 
visit http://shortwave5.smugmug.com

INTERNATIONAL STEEPLECHASE GROUP/NORTH AMERICAN PT-TO-PT ASSOC.

The North American Pt-to-Pt 
Association presents

August 2-7 (tentative dates)

ATTENTION JUNIOR RACE RIDERS: WE WANT YOU!

The 5th Annual NAPPA  
Summer Steeplechasing Camp

While Ken Griffey Jr. quietly makes his way toward 
the 600 home runs, Laura Roberts is doing much 
same, calmly racking up a laundry list of achievements 
during the spring season. The 16-year-old’s most re-
cent success came with Galway’s Blazer at the Virginia 
Horse Trials May 23-25 at the Virginia Horse Center 
in Lexington, Va.

Roberts secured the CCI*JY (for riders ages 14-21) 
win on their score of 62 points, while Kaitlin Spurlock 
finished second aboard Baseline (63.6). Andrew Di-
emer rode to third on Cold Harbor (65.7).

“Blazer did everything I asked,” said Roberts. “In 
dressage he was spot on the whole time, and on cross 
country he just took me around the whole course. In 
the stadium, he was awesome he jumped everything 
great.”

Although together just a year, Roberts and her 12-
year-old Connemara/Thoroughbred cross established 
a solid record at the preliminary level before adding 
the victory at Virginia to their expanding resume, 
which includes a win at the Fair Hill CIC* in April.

The pair executed a lovely dressage test, earning a 

score of 52.4, good enough for second behind Molly 
Curtiss and Savannah IX (50.2)

Coaching from Jennifer Simmons and experience 
from Fair Hill proved to be an important part of their 
preparation for the long format one-star.

“Dressage was a little easier for me here than at 
Fair Hill because I’d been in front of more than one 
judge before and I’d been in the large ring before,” she 
said. “Although never having done the long format, I 
was relying heavily on Jenn’s word and everything else 
I just learned as I went.”

On endurance day, the pair skipped around the Vir-
ginia Horse Center’s hilly terrain, turning in a double-
clean round on phase D. 

“Overall the cross-country course was really nice,” 
said Roberts. “It had its difficult questions but they 
weren’t all in one place on the course; they were spread 
out.”

Leading up to the CCI*, Blazer’s fitness was of ut-
most concern for Roberts, who took their routine trot 
and canter sets up a notch about a month before Vir-
ginia.

“The biggest thing for me was to watch his fitness 
and not push him harder than he wanted to go,” she 
said. “But he was amazing the whole way around the 
course. He jumped the last jump as good as the first.”

Roberts certainly enjoyed her time in Lexington.
“My favorite part was probably steeplechase, even 

though I did get on the wrong side of the tape and 
have to circle back around to get on the outside,” she 
said. “Blazer was a good sport about it though and 
made the circle when I asked.”

Though the steeplechase cost them 9.6 time pen-
alties, dressage leader Curtiss was penalized for dan-
gerous riding, vaulting Roberts into the lead after 
Saturday’s competition. Three horses and riders were 
eliminated on phase D and two retired.

Asked if she was nervous heading into Sunday’s 
show-jumping phase, Roberts joked: “My parents 
get nervous before I ride so they were in the stands 
far away from me and I didn’t see them until after 
awards.”

The 16-year-old noted that her fondness for show 
jumping helps calm her jitters.

“I think that since I like stadium it helps keep my 
nerves down no matter where I am in the standings,” 
she said.

Preparation helps too.
“When I walked the course with Jenn all the dis-

tances seemed to be good for Blazer, and they were 
when I rode it,” she said of the forward, flowing 
show-jumping course set in the Horse Center’s indoor 
coliseum. “I tried not to let the indoor affect the way 
I rode I tried to just ride the way I know how to ride. 
Jenn’s advice was to trust my eye and have fun.”

The strategy worked, resulting in a double-clear 
round to capture the blue ribbon.

“When it was all over, my parents were excited and 
relieved that everything went well,” she said. “I think 
they were just glad that Blazer and I were still in one 
piece. For me, I think the whole weekend was just a 
great learning experience. The important part is that 
I learned a whole lot more about Blazer and about 
eventing. Winning really is just indescribable, all you 
can really do is smile.”

• Valerie Vizcarrondo and Trick teamed up to 
win the CCI*, riding clean to finish on their dressage 
score of 52.4. Tracy McRae and Merrimac led after 
the opening day, followed by Vizcarrondo in second 
and Wendy Bebie and Hoover. All three pairings went 
double-clean in cross country, but only Vizcarrondo 
kept clean in the arena to take home the blue ribbon. 
McRae had a rail to finish second at 56.1, while Be-
bie’s six penalty points put her third with 60.5.

Bebie, who has been contesting CIC three-stars at 
The Fork and Jersey Fresh with Phoenix VIII, enjoyed 
taking Hoover out for a spin in his first one-star.

“It was so much fun to do a classic again,” Bebie 
said. “Hoover is a very forward horse with a pretty 
tough mouth; he was absolutely amazed and happy to 
be out on steeplechase with me letting him go.”

Eventing is a change of pace from Hoover’s “regu-
lar job” – hunting with Piedmont Fox Hounds.

On Fire
Roberts, Blazer team up

to win again; Vizcarrondo 
scores in CCI one-star

by katy carter

Virginia Horse Trials
May 23-25
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Quality Horses for Sale 

USEA Level IV Certified Instructor 

Novice—Intermediate Cross-Country Courses 

JAN BYYNY 
Purcellville, Va. 

(540) 338-0797   www.surefireeventing.com 
 

Hoofclix 

302-545-7713

The Shirt, The Bubble & The Shark too!
2008 stars Good Night Shirt, Mark The Shark and Bubble Economy

We produced all three and can find
future champions for you too. To
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Gus Brown, EcoBroker
Prudential Fox and Roach Realtors

e-mail: gus.brown@prufoxroach.com
website: http://gusbrown.prufoxroach.com

“Helping you – and the planet – get the most when buying or selling a home.” 
Like The Times? Support our advertisers.

Or become one. Call 410-392-JUMP
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Carlerback scores at Malmo
Viktoria Carlerback won on her home turf, taking the 

seventh leg of the FEI World Cup in Malmo, Sweden. 
Riding her top horse Bally’s Geronimo (owned by her 

mother, Marie) in the CIC***-W, Carlerback stood second 
after dressage, and remained in that position after cross-
country as fellow Swede Linda Algotsson retired and Ger-
many’s Dirk Schrade raced into first aboard Sindy with the 
only round approaching the optimum time. 

Carlerback and Bally’s Geronimo sealed the victory in the 
stadium with just four penalty points to finish on 65.1, edg-
ing Germany’s Andreas Dibowski and Butts Leon and the 
Polish combination of Pavel Spisak and Weriusz – both of 
whom jumped clean – by four-tenths of a point.

Carlerback, a teacher from Dwajofors, has been a mem-
ber of the Swedish team for the last three championships 
and finished 12th at Badminton in 2006.

Cross-country leader Schrade dropped two rails in the 
show jumping and fell to fourth on 66.8; German rider Peter 
Thomsen and Ghost Of Hamish (74.0) finished fifth.

Irishman Curran takes Tattersalls
Irishman Geoff Curran capped a big day for his country 

with a momentous win in the inaugural CIC***-W at Tat-
tersalls, the eighth leg of the FEI World Cup series.

Curran, who rides for the Irish army and only switched 
from jumping to eventing in recent years, sat fifth after 
dressage with Kilkishen on 45.2, but rose to third with one 
of the faster cross-country rounds.

The title was decided in the ring, which saw only one 
clear show-jumping round. 

Dressage leader (and 2007 Rolex Kentucky champ) 
Clayton Fredericks entered the arena in second, but the 
Australian collected 19 penalty points on Ben Along Time 
and finished eighth. 

New Zealand’s Andrew Nicholson, aboard his likely 
Olympic ride Lord Killinghurst, led after cross-country but 

slipped to second with 12 faults, finishing with 57.6. 
Curran, no doubt aided by his jumping experience, ac-

crued just four faults in the arena to to take the blue ribbon 
by four-tenths of a point.

British Olympian William Fox-Pitt finished third aboard 
Burghley winner Parkmore Ed (66.0), with  fellow Brit and 
Olympic reserve Pippa Funnell fourth aboard Ensign (67.3). 
The home crowd had additional reason to cheer as Ireland’s 
Patricia Ryan finished fifth aboard Fernhill Clover Mist (68.5)

Deauville gets World Cup Final
Deauville, France, will play host to the 2008 FEI World 

Cup final Sept. 18-21. The final will introduce FEI’s global 
partner for eventing, HSBC bank, as the series’ new title 
sponsor. The top 40 riders from the qualifiers will gather 
for the HSBC FEI World Cup Final at the Deauville-Clairefon-
taine racecourse.

With nine more qualifiers to run, the FEI World Cup 
series returns to the southern hemisphere, to Melbourne, 
Australia, June 6-9. The Moscow qualifier, scheduled for 
June 7-10, has been postponed to August due to adverse 
weather conditions affecting the course.

Rules Changes
The United States Equestrian Federation Executive Com-

mittee approved a number of immediate rule changes, the 
main one being that: “The first fall of competitor, at ob-
stacles, on the cross-country course will result in elimina-
tion.”

Keeping in step, the International Olympic Committee 
and FEI Bureau approved an eventing rule change stating 
that “horses and riders will be eliminated after one fall at 
fence at cross country and in the jumping test.” Effective 
Aug. 1, the new rule will cover all events, including the up-
coming Olympic Games. According to the rules currently in 
place, horses are eliminated after a first fall and riders after 
a second fall.

 Eventing News

Delaware Valley Combined Training Association Presents

Horse Trials at Carousel Park
Sunday July 13th  &    Sunday August 24th

Carousel Park Equestrian Center, Wilmington, DE

New this year at the Park:
a water complex

SCHOOLING HORSE TRIAL
Prizes Ribbons: 

1st – 8th Place
1st prize in each division: 

Nunn Finer Brushing Boots courtesy of Bit of Britain

Bit of Britain Gift Certificate: 1st-3rd place 
Completion Awards for Finishing

CONTACTS:

www.dvcta.org

Entries Open June 2 and Close June 30 Entries Open July 14 and Close August 11

www.dvcta.org/horsetrials/horsetrials.htm

USEA Rider Of The Year
Pl....Rider.................................................Pts
1......Phillip Dutton...................................................516
2......Karen O’Connor...............................................264
3......Michael Winter................................................251
4......Bruce Davidson...............................................212
5......Sarah Cousins.................................................199
6......Amy Tryon.......................................................197
7......Boyd Martin.....................................................194
8......Allison Springer...............................................191
9......Becky Holder...................................................167
10....Stephen Bradley..............................................162

SmartPak Horse Of The Year
Horse (Owner)............................................. Pts
1. Connaught (Bruce Duchossois).............................142
2. Leyland (Elisabeth Nicholson)................................119
3. Courageous Comet (Tom Holder)..........................115
4. Critical Decision (Jessica Ransehousen)................112
5. Arthur (Allison Springer)........................................110
6. Ballynoe Castle RM (Cassie Segal).........................109
7. The Good Witch (Daisy Tognazzini).......................103
8. Tipperary Liadhnan (Friends of Kim Severson)......100
9. Somerset II (Chris Desino)......................................91
10. Wonderful Will (Sher Schwartz).............................90

FEI World Cup Standings
(after eight events)

Pl..........Rider (country)....................................... Pts
1............Clark Montgomery (USA)............................160
2............William Fox-Pitt (GB)...................................126
3............Pippa Funnell (GB).......................................115
3............Oliver Townend (GB)....................................115
5............Viktoria Carlerback (SWE)...........................100
5............Geoff Curran (IRE).......................................100
5............Michael Jung (GER).....................................100
5............Heelan Tompkins (NZ).................................100
5............Heidi White-Carty (USA)..............................100
5............Francis Whittington (GB).............................100
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ST Bulletin
Board

TRUCK TIRE AMERICA
Deals on all the tires you need!

Pickups • Trucks • Trailers • Horse Vans • SUVs
Tractors • Farm Equipment • Lawn Mowers
Rims for any vehicle • Road service available

Great pricing and no sales tax in Delaware!
◆

2615 Pulaski Highway in Glasgow, Delaware
(Minutes from Fair Hill, Delaware Park, Unionville, etc.)

(302) 731-4141

Business Card advertisements are $50 
for one insertion,  $35 each for five or more.

Call 410-392-5867 to place your ad.

CFG
KAREN D. POORE

Senior Partner

CREATIVE FINANCIAL GROUP

REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE, NEW ENGLAND SECURITIES

100 West Rockland Rd.
Rockland, DE  19732
Of ce: 302-993-1283
Fax: 302-993-0156

BRANCH OFFICE:
16 Campus Blvd. – Suite 200
Newtown Square, PA  19073

Of ce: 610-325-6100

EMAIL:  kpoore@cfg.nef.com

Beth Parcell Evans

Oil Paintings of
Horses, Dogs & Wildlife

609-466-2573

evansequineart.com

bethparcellevans.com“Hunt Staff”

Beresford Gallery 
For the Best in 
Sporting Art
Rt 82, Unionville

Beresfordgallery.com
610-347-1247

URGENT
INFORMATION

Check all type, art, and layout
that exist on this proof. Please
check information below and
sign. Your signature/initial 
indicates you are accepting 
FULL RESPONSIBILITY for
the accuracy of all content. If
nothing is received it is our
policy to run the ad as is. All
corrections must be faxed or
phoned back by 3:00 pm on
production day. 
Fax corrections back to:

302-235-0902
or phone your ad rep at:

302-239-4644
� Ad ok, run as is

� Ad ok to print after revisions
indicated, no re-proof 

� Fax new proof after revisions

Sign/Date

Important:
You Must Sign & Date

P l e a s e
P R O O F R E A D

y o u r  j o b  
CAREFULLY

Community Publications
PO Box 549 Hockessin

DE, 19707

Job: That’s Hats
Date: 12-18-07
Ad #: 2320790

Ad Rep: Mari
Email: bcmcompany@yahoo.com

Fax:
Proof: 1

¶

That’s Hats
accessories boutique

on Route 202
1/4 mile N. of PA/DE border

Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 358-5995

Large selection of Men’s & Women’s
Hats from designer to everyday

www.thatshats.com

Bring 
this ad for
10% off

King 
Construction

www.kingconstruction.org
717-354-4740

601 Overly Grove Rd New Holland, PA 17557

Builder of Premier Equestrian Facilities

Bulk Sawdust    Bagged Shavings   Horse Carpet 
Racehorse Quality Hay 

10-40 yd. Containers Available   Horse Fencing 
Shavings Removal    Year Round Service 

Fax 215-443-5590

· ·
··

Laddie Keelan 
732-859-0552 

newberry6@hotmail.com

Oliver P. Keelan 
732-859-8042 
oliverkeelan@msn.com

THIS
TAYLOR, HARRIS INSURANCE SERVICES

Anne Kontos Clancy
917-446-2848
akkontos@hotmail.com

P.O. Box 449, Middleburg, VA  20118
800-291-4774 • 540-253-7779 • Fax: 540-253-7780

Hogan Horse Transport
Weekly Trips to 

Kentucky, Florida, New York
and wherever the steeplechasers go!

Brian J. Hogan • Sara L. Hogan

540-349-9429 • 888-900-1811 • Fax: 540-349-9722

Fair Hill Auto
Get your car fixed 

by experts.
Official mechanics of 
Steeplechase Times!

410-398-4900
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The ast Fence
Editorial • Opinion • Comments • Columns

About 20 yards into my leg of the Peoplechase Re-
lay Race I wondered why I did it. Wet, slimy, muddy, a 
little chilly, I cranked the pedals on my Trek mountain 
bike and gazed up the hill in front of me. It might as 
well have been Everest – only green – and I begged for 
an easier gear than “Granny.”

But I made it and the Steeplechase Times team 
checked in 10th (of 14) after the first event. We rallied 
all the way to eighth (one point out of seventh) by the 
end, and enjoyed the rest of the day much more thanks 
to less rain, less taxing events, an unmatched setting 

and great hosts. The 
Pennsylvania Hunt 
Cup staged its sec-
ond Peoplechase, 
best described as 
silly human Olym-
pics, Saturday, May 
31 near Unionville, 
Pa. The day of com-
petition (a little) and 
socializing (lots) 
raised money for 
the November race 
meet’s charities and 
provided a great cap 
to the spring steeple-
chase season – with-
out racehorses.

Created somewhat on a lark two years ago, People-
chase pits teams of seven in a variety of games – some 
serious, some not so. The teams compete for points 
with a grand champion crowned at day’s end. The idea 
is to have a little fun, raise a little money and compete 
(loosely) in something other than horse races.

“I’ve always done harebrained things,” said Hunt 
Cup co-chair Anne Moran, who organized the People-
chase along with director Kathee Rengert and a hard-
working team. “It sounded like a fun thing to do, I 
don’t know.”

Harebrained or not, the day was fun. 
This year’s event doubled as a retirement party for 

steeplechase champion McDynamo (who stayed in the 
barn due to the unsuitable weather) complete with 
speeches, presentations, video highlights, food, drink, 
live music and names such as the McPeoplechase and 
the McEclipse Award for winning the McPeoplechase.

McDynamo would have been proud of the efforts 
– though he would have motored up the hill with con-
siderably more ease than I did. The games started with 

June. Can you believe it? The month of cook-
outs, graduations, Father’s Day, summer. As 
usual, the steeplechase season zipped through 
March, April and May like Big Brown running 
away from a field of donkeys. 

Nineteen racing venues in nine states shoved 
into 14 racing days in nine weeks. Feel dizzy? So 
do we.

Highlights? Plenty. Guelph returning to form 
to complete a sweep of the NSA filly/mare stakes. 
Good Night Shirt proving his ability with Grade I 
scores at 2 and 3 miles. Jonathan Sheppard again 
showing why he’s the best with a 1-2 sweep of the 
Royal Chase. Will Haynes winning four races. 
Charlie Fenwick III finally getting the Maryland 
Hunt Cup. Success by young trainers Desmond 
Fogarty and Todd Wyatt. Imagina’s historic Car-
olina Cup win. A double for Junood and owner/
trainer Dave Washer. Two victories from rookie 
filly Class Shadow. Pals Pride returning to win the 
feature at Stoneybrook. A Mike Berryman double 
at Block House. Amateur jockey Brooks Durkee 
finding success after a long absence. A Maryland 
timber win by Private Attack for longtime steeple-
chase enthusiasts Julie and Dan Calhoun (made 
us think of Mountain Dew). Proof that class tells, 
no matter the discipline as millionaire flat horse 
Rochester won twice over timber. Horse whisper-
er Chip Miller coaxing Bubble Economy home in 
the Virginia Gold Cup. Two wins at the Iroquois 
for hometown owner Calvin Houghland. Owner 
Irv Naylor atop the standings, thanks largely to 
his powerful timber contingent. Willowdale wins 
for locals Nannette Robertson and Gene Wey-
mouth. High Hope wins for locals Ken Ramsey 
and Normandy Farm. Owner Nina Gardner won 
a jump race with homebred London Grove, a son 
of Gardner’s homebred sire Shadow Show. Rela-
tively fresh steeplechase owners Dapple Stable, 
Normandy Farm, Bob Kinsley, Homer Osborne, 
Alnoff Stable and Richard Stokes found success.

Lowlights? We had those too. Imagina’s fatal 
fall at Radnor. The absence of Little Everglades 
and the Queen’s Cup from the NSA circuit. They 
were missed, and contributed to decreases in NSA 
purse money distributed ($2,273,675), races held 
(96) and horses participating (724 starts by 361 
horses). Injuries to jockeys Jody Petty and Padge 
Whelan. 

Hope for the future? You bet. As is often the 
case, plenty of work remains but jump racing 
could go to Kentucky Downs and Palm Beach this 
fall. The Saratoga Open House is expanding, and 
even has a name, “Saratoga Jump Start.” NSA 
stewards met in May to discuss issues including 
horse safety standards (keep improving them and 
we all win). SOTA and the NSA will meet later 
this month to discuss topics at a one-day confer-
ence in Virginia.

As usual, there was plenty we wanted to write 
about but didn’t. Jockey Cyril Murphy’s retire-
ment. The quiet man handled his business for 
trainer Tom Voss and won 67 American races 
over the past eight seasons. We never got to him, 
but still hope to. The NSA adopted a steroid reg-
ulation that will take effect this fall. Bravo. 

Peoplechase a hit,
despite the climb

The Outside Rail
By Joe Clancy

Tod Marks
Two Terms heads for the barn after losing jockey Chip Miller in the maiden hurdle at the Fair Hill Races.Two Loose.

Times Editorial

Looking back
on the blur

of spring season

See Peoplechase page 27
Don Verrico

ST’s Skip Achuff and “Killer Bee” ne-
gotiate the cones in the bending race.
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the relay – a combination of running, bik-
ing and canoeing. Six team members par-
ticipated (two runners, two bikers, two 
canoers) in the race which started with 
two half-mile legs of running and jump-
ing/climbing fences on the race course, 
moved on to a mountain-bike stage, a 
canoe stage (two teammates paddling 
around the Ledyards’ pond) and the final 
mountain-bike climb up the hill to the 
start/finish line near the ruins on the race 
course. 

From there, things got less arduous 
– though far from easy. We golfed, we 
kicked soccer balls, we rode ponies (well, 
team captain Skip Achuff did), we tested 
our teamwork in the buddy walker race. 
For those that have yet to tackle buddy 
walkers, think tandem snowshoeing only 
with no snow and three people at a time. 
The day concluded with a surprise event 
based loosely on American Idol, only each team had to write 
a limerick featuring McDynamo’s name somewhere in the 
verse. 

The latter competition proved to be a great equalizer, 
though ST received an oddly low mark from Tony Bentley, 
who was apparently playing Simon Cowell (coming this fall: 
a new feature, Announcer Critiques). Come on Tony, a 3? 
How could we get a 3 for the following bit of whimsy?

There once was a horse from near here;
Who made all the jump people cheer.

They called him McDynamo,
And man could he go.

The only thing better is beer. 

OK, that’s pretty lousy but no lousier than the rest written 
in 15 minutes after a day spent trying to learn how to walk 
with boards tied to your feet and other such feats. We placed 
near the top thanks to better marks from visiting Irish trainer 
Ted Walsh and Paula Abdul wannabe Julia Steinberg, moving 
ST up the ladder though far from the three-way tie at the top. 
The leaders (Augustin Stable, the LaMotte family and the Ab-
bott family) produced 71 points apiece while ST finished with 
57. Officials broke the tie based on the relay finish and the 
victory went to Augustin.

And before you cry foul (Augustin wins everything!), the 
rules prevented a team from stocking itself with star athletes. 
Moran and her team created a level playing field with rules 
that required three men, three women, one player under 25 
years old and one player over 55 years old in addition to the 
team captain (who could not compete in the relay but could 
substitute in other events). Organizers also provided a team 
coordinator to make sure everyone got where they were sup-
posed to at the proper times – Mark Rowland did a superb 
job keeping the ST team pointed in the right direction even 
though he was probably expecting better from us. Next year, 
Mark, next year.

The Augustin team – Stewart Strawbridge, Ricky Hen-
driks, McLane Hendriks, Sanna Hendriks, Liz Strawbridge, 
Wendy Hendriks and James Slater – placed third in the relay 

and were among the leaders in the other events. If Slater (who 
read the limerick) was from Ireland instead of England, the 
score would not have been close.

Other participants on the day included teams represent-
ing Applestone Farm (Morans), Chester County Hospital, 
the Manning/Spence families, the Fisher family, the Fisher/
McKnight families, Hunt Cup Productions, the Arader fami-
ly, Cheshire Hunt, Brandywine Valley Association and Polaris 
Stable. Based on early returns, the Peoplechase turned a neat 
profit – ensuring donations to the Brandywine Conservancy, 
the Brandywine Valley Association, Cheshire Land Preserva-
tion Fund, the Natural Lands Trust and the Stroud Water Re-
search Center. 

“For a crazy day of games, we did all right,” said Moran. 
“Those things don’t work unless you get the people behind it 
to do the work and come have a good time. We’re such a com-
petitive community that it can be difficult, but it worked.”

The night ended with a video tribute to McDynamo (well 
done Hunt Cup Productions), a few speeches, some gifts and 
even a handful of tears. Horses like McDynamo come along 
rarely and deserve a send-off. The Peoplechase fit perfectly. 
Especially once the weather settled down and the sprawling 
fields of the race course brightened with late-afternoon sun. 
The scene forced deep breaths, pauses, reflections on a great 
day.

Thanks everyone, now about that hill.

Peoplechase –
 Continued from page 26

Don Verrico
The ST team (from left: Tina Freudenberger, Sam Clancy, John Freudenberger Joe Clancy, Ryan 
Clancy and Mary Verrico) gets ready for action at the Peoplechase.

If you like racing novels 
by Dick Francis... You’ll Love 

OR ELSE...!
Hard drinking Colin O’Hearn is broke, 
trapped on the backside of Boston’s 
Suffolk Downs, his once promising 
career in ruins.
 After a North End “Don” buys him new 
horses to train, a trail of murders lead 
a Miami drug task force to O’Hearn’s 
stable door. OR ELSE...! is an out  of 
control, downhill racing thriller by a 33 
year veteran trainer, who knows the 
backside of a race track first hand.
 Tattersall’s last book, CONVICTION 
was optioned by Harry Connick, Jr. for 
a major motion picture and purchased 
for syndication in Australia’s Sydney 
Morning Herald.

Available at Major Book Stores  
and amazon.com

or directly from 
Murder Creek Press

540.213.1977 or  
www.murdercreekpress.com
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Obituary

James P. Barry, NSA member
James Patrick Barry, chemist and avid steeple-

chase enthusiast died May 11 from aspiration 
pneumonia, after enduring the effects of several 
strokes for 18 years.

Born in Southampton, N.Y., Barry earned his 
bachelor’s degree in chemistry from Pennsylvania 
State University. He served in the Army during 
World War II, then continued his postgradu-
ate education at Columbia University. He held 

managerial positions at several companies in the 
chemical industry.

A member of National Steeplechase Associa-
tion and the Virginia Steeplechase Association 
for many years, he supported the sport as an ac-
tive volunteer and official at steeplechase events 
in the Mid-Atlantic region. 

He enjoyed riding in his spare time until his 
disability prevented him from participating in the 
sport he loved. 

He is survived by two daughters and a son.
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Georgianna H. Stapleton

610.347.2065

Lucinda Orr
Mark Willcox

Amy McKenna
Rob Van Alen 

Debra Ward Sparre
Jeb Hannum

PRESERVING 
A COUNTRY 
WAY OF LIFE

Since 1976

RADNOR HUNT
Exquisite property on 43 acres w/restored 
4BR farmhouse & frame barn / ability to 
build new residence & indoor riding ring

$7,500,000

PICKERING HUNT
Federal fieldstone colonial / 10+ acres 
Lovely bank barn / office/woodshop, 

storage & springhouse / 2BR guesthouse
$1,490,000

RADNOR HUNT
Fantastic country retreat on 15.1 acres 

Restored historic 5-6 BR house / stone bank 
barn / fenced pasture & indoor riding ring 

$1,875,000

CHESHIRE HUNT
Prime location of 44 eased acres 

in heart of Cheshire Hunt country 
18th c. house & gorgeous fields  

$2,500,000

CHESHIRE HUNT
21 eased wooded acres with unique & won-

derful custom house / additional building 
with shop / ability to have barn 

$1,100,000

CHESHIRE HUNT AREA
21 eased acres with restored stone house 
8 stall bank barn / stream and beautiful 
fenced paddocks / ideal horse property 

$1,825,000


